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SOUTHERN  DISTRICT  OF  NEW-YORK,  sj. 

Bb  it  remembered,  that  on  the  19th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1827,  in  the  fifty- 
first  year  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America,  G  ft  C. 
Carvill,  of  the  said  district,  hare  deposited  in  this  office  the  title  of  a  book, 
the  right  whereof  they  claim  as  proprietors  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

**  The  American  Annual  Register  for  the  years  18S5— 6,  ot-,  the  fiftieth 
year  of  American  Independence.*' 

In  conformity  to  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  United  States,  entitled, 
"  An  Act  for  the  encouragement  of  learning,  by  securing  the  copies  of 
maps,  charts,  and  books,  to  the  authors  and  proprietors  of  such  copies, 
during  the  times  therein  mentioned  ;^*  and  also,  to  an  Act,  entitled,  ^  An 
Act,  supplementary  to  an  Act,  entitled  an  Act  for  the  encouragement  of 
learning,  by  securing  the  copies  of  maps,  charts,  and  books,  to  the  authors 
and  proprietors  of  such  copies,  during  the  times  therein  mentioned,  and  ex- 
tending the  benefits  thereof  to  the  arts  of  designing,  engraving,  and  etching 
hbtorical  and  other  prints." 

FRED.  I.  BETTS, 


Clerk 


hem  Dittrict  of  ^Tao-Ytn-k. 


Sleight  &  George,  Printer?.  Jamaica,  L.  I. 


PREFACE. 


The  want  of  a  work,  similar  to  tbe  Eng|j|^h  Annual 
Register,  has  been  long  felt,  and  generally  acknow- 
ledged, in  this  country.  From  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing accurate  information,  concerning  the  domes- 
tic history  of  the  United  States,  public  opinion  at 
home  has  been  often  misled,  with  regard  to  the 
conduct  of  the  government ;  and  the  moral  force  of 
our  free  institutions  has  been  much  diminished 
abroad,  by  the  ignorance,  which  prevails  in  other 
countries,  relative  to  the  condition  of  the  American 
states.  It  is  also  essential,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
progress  of  liberal  principles  ;  that  there  should  be 
given  of  the  course  of  events  in  the  European  states, 
a  historical  statement,  uninfluenced  by  the  govern- 
ments, which  there  to  a  great  degree  control  the 
means  of  affecting  public  opinion.  With  the  view 
of  attaining  these  desirable  ends,  the  American 
Annual  Register  is  commenced.  Much  difiiculty 
has  been  found  in  collecting  authentic  materials, 
relating  to  the  local  and  domestic  history  of  the 
United  States.  Hereafter  it  is  with  good  reason 
hoped,  that  the  requisite  information  will  be  more 
easily  procured. 

Notwithstanding  the  deficiencies  of  this  volume 
are  felt,  it  is  thought  important  to  commence  the 
publication,  as  one  of  the  surest  means  of  facilita- 
ting the  collection  of  information,  and  ensuring  the 
ultimate  success  of  the  work.     Pursuant  to  the  plan 


IV  PREFACE. 


originally  proposed,  the  history  of  the  year,  accord- 
ing to  the  legal  division,  from  one  national  anniver- 
sary to  the  succeeding  one  in  1826,  has  been  given. 
This  plan,  however,  has  not  been  rigidly  adhered 
to,  when  it  was  necessary  to  give  unity  to  a  histori- 
cal statement,  either  by  tracing  it  back  to  its  origin, 
or  by  bringing  it  when  practicable,  to  a  conclusion. 

Among  other  matters,  biographical  sketches  of 
such  eminent  men  as  have  died  within  the  year, 
have  been  inserted.  In  doing  this,  the  materials 
have  been  collected  from  other  publications ;  and  in 
the  Euro||^an  biographies^  tne  language  has  been 
preserved. 

This  publication  will  be  conducted  upon  strictly 
national  principles ;  and  it  is  contemplated,  that  a 
volume  will  make  its  appearance  in  the  spring  of 
each  year. 


INTRODUCTORY  CHAPTER. 


Mq^tnee  af  the  UmUed  SUdeM-^Motiiimi,  of 
Ctfamuil  S$9tem — TifW9  ^  GitfiA  BrUam — Independence  of  SpanUk 
Ameneor-^PM^  tf  the  UnUed  SuOee—DUeobU^m  of  Partiee^ 
cf  La  Fayette — NuHanal  JnbQee — Deaths   cf  Adams   and 


tj^  and  its  gradual  emancipation 
from  European  sway. 

The  interest,  however,  which 
was  deiif  ed  from  a  recurrence  to 
past  events,  was  soon  absorbed  in 
the  important  occurrences  that 
were  crowded  within  the  year. 
Although  the  revolution,  which 
was  to  produce  an  entire  change 
in  the  condition  of  America,  had 
previously  commenced,  and  had 
already  advanced  to  that  point, 
from  which  (experience  teaches) 
it  could  not  retrc^^de ;  it  was  re- 
served for  this  year  to  witness  those 
signal  events,  which  have  forever 
separated  the  greatest  part  of  the 
western  hemisphere  from  Europe. 

On  the  26th  of  August,  1825, 
the  extensive  empire  of  Brazil  was 
finally  severed  from  the  mother 
country,  by  the  formal  recognition 
of  its  independence  by  the  king  of 
Portugal,  and  afterwards,  when, 
by  the  death  of  his  &ther,  the  Por- 
tuguese crown  devolved  upon  Don 
Pedro,  the  emperor  of  Brazil,  the 
inconvenience  of  such  a  connec- 
tion was  so   strongly   impressed 
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The  50th  yeftr  of  tiie  national 
independence  of  the  United  States, 
wiD  be  long  regarded  as  marking 
in  important  epoch  in  the  history 
of  the  western  hemisphere.      A 
common  prqu^Bce,  founded  upon 
anoeiations  connected   with   oar 
rtSigioas    hithy  had  imparted   to 
this  era  an  interest,  growing  out 
of  the  recollections  of  the  revolu- 
ticNi,  and  the   important    conse- 
quences of  that  event.    The  at- 
tention of  the  American  people 
vas  naturally  directed  to  it,  as  the 
jobilee  of  national  independence, 
and  a  comparison  was  instituted 
between  the  infimcy  and  maturity 
ef  the  country ;  between  the  con- 
Akm  of  the  United  States,  when 
m  thirteen  colonies,  diinly  scat- 
tered along  a  narrow  strip  of  the 
Atfamtic  coast,  they  asserted  their 
dain  to  independence,  and  vin* 
dkated  it   by  a  recital  of  their 
wiongi,and  now,  when  reposing 
in  eooacious  strength  on  the  bospm 
of  Che  continent,  they  are  witness- 
ii^  the  progressive  triumph  of  their 
principiee  to  its  southern  extremi- 
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SOUTHERN  DISTRICT  OF  NEW-YORK,  ss, 

Bb  it  remembered,  that  on  the  19th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1827,  in  the  fifty- 
first  year  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America,  G  ft  C. 
Carvill,  of  the  said  district,  hare  deposited  in  this  office  the  title  of  a  book, 
the  right  whereof  they  claim  as  proprietors  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

**  The  American  Annual  Register  for  the  years  18S5— 6,  or,  the  fiftieth 
year  of  American  Independence.*' 

In  conformity  to  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  United  States,  entitled, 
"  An  Act  for  the  encouragement  of  learning,  by  securing  the  copies  of 
maps,  charts,  and  books,  to  the  authors  and  proprietors  of  such  copies, 
during  the  times  therein  mentioned  ;^'  and  also,  to  an  Act,  entitled,  ^  An 
Act,  supplementary  to  an  Act,  entitled  an  Act  for  the  encouragement  of 
learning,  by  securing  the  copies  of  maps,  charts,  and  books,  to  the  authors 
and  proprietors  of  such  copies,  during  the  times  therein  mentioned,  and  ex- 
tending the  benefits  thereof  to  the  arts  of  designing,  engraving,  and  etching 
historical  and  other  prints," 

FRED.  I.  BETTS, 

hem  District  of  •Vw-ForA-. 


Sleight  Sz  George,  Printers,  Jamaica,  L.  I. 


PREFACE. 


The  want  of  a  work,  similar  to  tbe  English  Annual 
Register,  has  been  long  felt,  and  generally  acknow- 
ledged, in  this  country.  From  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing accurate  information,  concerning  the  domes- 
tic history  of  the  United  States,  public  opinion  at 
home  has  been  often  misled,  with  regard  to  the 
conduct  of  the  government ;  and  the  moral  force  of 
our  free  institutions  has  been  much  diminished 
abroad,  by  the  ignorance,  which  prevails  in  other 
countries,  relative  to  the  condition  of  the  American 
states.  It  is  also  essential,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
progress  of  liberal  principles  ;  that  there  should  be 
given  of  the  course  of  events  in  the  European  states, 
a  historical  statement,  uninfluenced  by  the  govern- 
ments, which  there  to  a  great  degree  control  the 
means  of  affecting  public  opinion.  With  the  view 
of  attaining  these  desirable  ends,  the  American 
Annual  Register  is  commenced.  Much  difiiculty 
has  been  found  in  collecting  authentic  materials, 
relating  to  the  local  and  domestic  history  of  the 
United  States.  Hereafter  it  is  with  good  reason 
hoped,  that  the  requisite  information  will  be  more 
easily  procured. 

Notwithstanding  the  deficiencies  of  this  volume 
are  felt,  it  is  thought  important  to  commence  the 
publication,  as  one  of  the  surest  means  of  facilita- 
ting the  collection  of  information,  and  ensuring  the 
ultimate  success  of  the  work.     Pursuant  to  the  plan 
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originally  proposed,  the  history  of  the  year,  accord- 
ing to  the  legal  division,  from  one  national  anniver- 
sary to  the  succeeding  one  in  1826,  has  been  given. 
This  plan,  however,  has  not  been  rigidly  adhered 
to,  when  it  was  necessary  to  give  unity  to  a  histori- 
cal statement,  either  by  tracing  it  back  to  its  origin, 
or  by  bringing  it  when  practicable,  to  a  conclusion. 

Among  other  matters,  biographical  sketches  of 
such  eminent  men  as  have  died  within  the  year, 
have  been  inserted.  In  doing  this,  the  materials 
have  been  collected  from  other  publications ;  and  in 
the  Eurojpfean  biographies,  tne  language  has  been 
preserved. 

This  publication  will  be  conducted  upon  strictly 
national  principles ;  and  it  is  contemplated,  that  a 
volume  will  make  its  appearance  in  the  spring  of 
each  year. 
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ty,  and  its  gradual  emancipation 
from  European  sway. 

The  interest,  however,  which 
was  detif  ed  from  a  recurrence  to 
past  events,  was  soon  absorbed  in 
the  important  occurrences  that 
were  crowded  within  the  year. 
Although  the  revolution,  which 
was  to  produce  an  entire  changie 
in  the  condition  of  America,  had 
previously  commenced,  and  had 
already  advanced  to  that  point, 
from  which  (experience  teaches) 
it  could  not  retrc^^de ;  it  was  re- 
served for  this  year  to  witness  those 
aigfnal  events,  which  have  forever 
separated  the  greatest  part  of  the 
western  hemisphere  from  Europe. 

On  the  26th  of  August,  1825, 
the  extensive  empire  of  Brazil  was 
finally  severed  from  the  mother 
country,  by  the  f<mnal  recognition 
of  its  independence  by  the  king  of 
Portugal,  and  afterwards,  when, 
by  the  death  of  his  fiither,  the  Por- 
tuguese crown  devolved  upon  Don 
Pedro,  the  emperor  of  Brazil,  the 
inconvenience  of  such  a  connec* 
tion  was  so   stron^y   impressed 
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The  50th  yelr  of  the  national 
independence  of  the  United  States, 
wiD  be  long  regarded  as  marking 
in  important  epoch  in  the  history 
of  the   western  hemisphere.      A 
coomoD  prejudice,  founded  upon 
anociations  connected  with   oar 
itfigioas    &ith^  bad  imparted   to 
this  era  an  interest,  growing  out 
of  die  recollections  of  the  revolu- 
tion,  and  the   important    conse- 
fiaences  of  that  event.    The  at- 
tention of  the   American  people 
WM  naturally  directed  to  it,  as  the 
jckiike  of  national  independence, 
ind  I  comparison  was  instituted 
between  the  infiincy  and  maturity 
ef  the  country  ;  between  the  coo- 
AioD  of  the  United  States,  when 
V  tinrteen  colonies,  thinly  scat* 
tned  along  a  narrow  strip  of  the 
Albotie  coast,  they  asserted  their 
dan  lo  independence,  and  vin* 
^Kited  it   by  a  recital  of  their 
vi«Q|i,and  now,  when  reposing 

• 

^  conscious  strength  on  the  bospm 
^  te  continent,  they  are  witness- 
^  tbe  progreasive  triumph  of  tbeir 
V^^f^ks  to  its  southern  extremi* 
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upon  his  mind,  that  he  abdicated  her  forces  might  invade  their  ter- 

in  favor  of  his  daughter,  who  vfBs  ritories. 

proclaimed  queen  of  Portugal,  while  They  now  enjoyed  a  temporary 
the  emperor  declared  his  intention  repose  from  the  horrors  of  war, 
of  remaining  in  Brazil,  which  was  and  improved  the  opportunity,  by 
thereafter  to  be  regarded  as  a  se-  consolidating  their  strength,  and 
parate  empire.  This  event  alone  establishing  their  political  institu- 
was  a  great  step  in  the  dissolution  tions  upon  a  more  permanent  basis 
of  the  colonial  system.  The  in-  than  that  of  military  force, 
dependence  of  Brazil,  a  country  of  Their  situation  now  became 
almost  boundless  territory  and  in-  highly  interesting  to  the  rest  of  the 
exhaustible  resources,  would,  at  world.  They  were  about  to  form 
any  period,  have  been  regarded  as  their  political  and  commercial  ties 
an  occurrence  of  vast  importance  with  other  nations,  and  much  de- 
to  the  inhabitants  of  all  commer-  pended  upon  the  direction  which 
cial  states,  and  especially  to  those  was,  in  the  first  instance,  given  to 
of  America.  This  event,  how-  their  trade.  They  were  not  yet 
ever,  was  accompanied  and  fol-  recognized  by  any  government,  ex- 
lowed  by  others  of  still  greater  cept  by  that  of  the  United  States, 
interest  and  higher  importance,  and  Spain  still  persisted  in  consi- 
The  protracted  struggle,  between  dering  them  as  colonies  in  a  state 
the  forces  of  Spain  and  her  former  of  rebeUion,  though  she  did  not 
colonies,  was  at  last  terminated  by  venture  to  enforce  these  preten- 
the  overthrow  and  capture  at  Aya-  sions  against  the  citizens  of  other 
cucho,  of  the  only  Spanish  army  countries.  Her  own  situation  at 
on  the  continent ;  and  this  victory  home,  her  government  in  a  totter- 
was  shortly  followed  by  the  sur-  ing  condition,  and  only  sustained 
render  of  Callao,  St.  Juan  De  by  the  troops  of  France,  as  the 
UUoa,  and  Chiloe,  the  last  fort-  representative  of  the  Holy  Alliance, 
resses  held  by  Spain  in  the  Ameri-  rendered  the  prosecution  of  the 
cas.  The  interest  which  that  pow-  contest,  on  her  part,  an  act  of 
er,  upon  whose  empire,  as  was  for-  madness ;  but  the  pertinacity  with 
merly  boasted,  the  sun  never  set,  which  she  adhered  to  chums,  that 
possessed  in  the  western  world,  she  did  not  even  attempt  to  en- 
was  now  reduced  to  a  feeble  hold  force,  induced  the  belief;  that  she 
upon  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Por-  expected  from  her  holy  allies,  some 
to  Rico.  Her  former  colonies  had  aid  in  re-establishing  her  sovereign- 
driven  her  from  the  continent,  and  ty  over  her  former  colonies.  This 
reduced  every  fortress,  from  which  opinion  was  strengthened  by  the 
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ioterest  which  the  members  of  that 
alliance  took  in  the  affiurs  of  Spain, 
and  the  prcmiiilgation  of  the  prin- 
ciples hy  which  they  justified  their 
interference. 

As  the  guardians  of  that  mo- 
narchy, they  appeared  to  consi- 
def  themselves  bound  to  prosecute 
its  claims,  while  it  remained  under 
their  tutelage,  and  it  was  with  great 
reason  apprehended,  that  they  were 
about  to  apply  their  principles  to 
the  governments  of  the  American 
continent. 

Apprehensions  of  danger  from 
this  quarter  had,  at  an  early  pe- 
riod, induced  these  governments  to 
regard    their   cause  as  common, 
and  to  devise  some  mode  by  which 
their  eflforts  might  be  combined  in 
its  behalf.    A  meeting  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  American  states 
at  Panama  was  contemplated,  and 
negotiations  had  been   for  some 
time  carried  on  between  the  Spa^ 
nish    American  governments,  for 
the  purpose  of  accomplishing  this 
desirable  object     The  entire  ex- 
pobioii  of  Spain  from  their  terri- 
tories, now  left  them  at  liberty  to 
agree  upon  the  time  of  meeting, 
and  the  spring  of  1826  was  to  wit- 
ness die  opening  of  this  congress, 
whose  dehberations  and  resolutions, 
from  the  nature  of  things,  must  be 
directed    to  effect   the  complete 
emancipation    of   America    fr(Hn 
European  sway. 

Tbe  contest  with  Spain,  and 


the  threatening  aspect  of  the  Holy 
Alliance,  had  induced  them  to 
seek  strength  in  union ;  but  the 
peculiarity  of  their  situation,  when 
first  emerging  from  the  colonial 
state,  caused  them  to  extend  thekr 
views  to  other  points  than  those 
connected  with  their  defence 
against  open  hostilities.  As  they 
assumed  the  rank,  and,  from  time 
to  time,  claimed  a  participation  in 
the  privileges  of  independent  na* 
tions,  they  felt,  that  though  their 
particular  wrongs  had  proceeded 
from  the  government  of  Spain,  th^ 
whole  continent  had  been  injured 
by  the  principles,  which  had  been 
adopted  in  regard  to  it  by  the  Eu- 
ropean governments,  and  that  the 
frill  enjoyment  of  the  benefits  at- 
tendant upon  their  new  state,  de- 
pended upon  the  dissolution  of  all 
colonial  connection  between  Ame- 
rica and  Europe ;  in  short,  the 
entire  abolition  of  the  colonial  sys- 
tem, and  all  the  novel  principles 
which,  as  its  legitimate  conse- 
quences, have  been  engrafted  upon 
the  law  of  nations. 

The  experience  of  the  United 
States,  the  vanguard  in  the  march 
of  a  new  world  to  independence, 
strongly  inculcated  upon  them  this 
fiindamental  maxim  of  American 
policy. 

They  saw  that  the  whole  history 
of  this  repubhc,  was  but  the  rec<M:d 
of  a  constant  struggle  against  the 
colonial  system.    All  its  wars  had 
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grown  out  of  atteHipts  on  ihe  part 
of  (be  gre^  cokmial  powers  to 
extend  the  principles  of  that  sys- 
tem, so  as  to  circumscribe  the  free- 
dom, which  a  portion  of  the  west- 
ern world  had  succeeded  in  obtain- 
ing. The  grasping  spirit  of  Eo- 
ropean  monopoly  had  felt  injured 
by  the  emancipation  of  a  pait  of 
Anseiica,  and  displayed  itself  in 
continual  efforts  to  cripple  the 
commerce  it  could  not  prohibit, 
and  to  arrest  the  growth  of  the 
prosperity  it  had  no  longer  the 
pewer  to  crush. 

A  short  view  of  the  colonial 
system,  will  show  that  it  was 
founded  upon  maxims  inherently 
uqust,  and  destructive  of  the  best 
interests  of  this  continent,  and  that 
it  was  intended  to  serve  merdy  as 
a  jostification  to  European  powers 
in  their  systematic  design,  of  appro- 
priating a  new  world  to  the  use  of 
the  old. 

Upon  its  discovery,  the  whole 
continent,  with  its  inhabitants, 
were  claimed  l^  Spain.  This 
claim  it  was  finally  compelled  to 
abridge,  so  as  to  permit  the  dher 
^great  powers  of  Europe  to  partici- 
pate in  the  advantages  to  be  de- 
xived  &om  America.  In  those  bi- 
gotted  ages,  this  daim  to  appro- 
priate the  possessions,  and  endave 
the  persons  of  the  aborigines,  as 
destitute  of  the  light  of  the  goi^iel, 
was  considered  valid,  and  with  the 
view  of  estaUishing  it,  and  to  gra- 


^  die  adventurous  spirits  of  their 
subjects,  the  raonaFChs  of  Eufope 
authorised  them  to  •oonqufir  the 
native  powers,  and  to  estaUiah  co- 
lonies within  certain  limits 

At  first,  these  eiqpeditians  were 
made  without  reference  to  Hade, 
but  afterwards,  whra  the  Wvaa- 
tages  of  a  oomraercial  intercourse 
were  perceived,  they  were  under- 
taken with  the  view  of  trading 
with  the  natives.  la  some  in- 
stances, these  establishments  were 
made  at  the  public  expense,  and 
^sustained  by  the  power  of  the  atate. 
In  others,  they  were  the  efibits 
of  private  enterprise ;  ^  whether 
private  or  public,  they  were  all 
sul]|}ected  to  a  novel  principle  of 
national  law,  which  extended  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  crown  over  the 
colonies,  and  made  them,  at  the 
swaae  time,  an  int^cal  and  a  sub- 
ordinate part  4>f  the  empire.  In- 
tegral, when  the  power  of  the  go- 
vernment was  to  be  exercised  over 
them,  but  separate  and  subordinate 
fiir  aU  4>ther  purposes. 

Tbe  duty  wMch  a  private  citizen 
owes  to  the  community  in  which  he 
lives,  and  by  whose  power  and  laws 
beisprotected  from  ui^ust  violence, 
was  perverted  into  the  ddctrine  of 
perpetual  and  unalienable  aUe- 
giance,  and  the  maxim,  that  a  sub- 
jeot  could  not  expatriate  himself, 
was  made  the  comer  stone  of  the 
colonial  system. 

Upon  these  two  principles,  the 
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£arepein  pov6f8  appropnaled 
vaal  contiDMit  to  tbeir  ezcluaveuse, 
MMd  MNi^  to  extend  Iheir  moiie- 
po^  Ifarou^  a  long  series  ef  ages. 
The  continent,  and  the  aboriginal 
iababitants  belonged  to  tlleB^^  in 
firtne  of  the  ^iiitual  ezcellence  of 
the  mooarchs  of  Eurofve,  and  of 
^eir  du^  to  bestow  the  blessings 
of  Christianity  upon  these  benighted 
regkns ;  and  the  European  colo- 
niits,  and  their  descendants,  were 
sofaiect  to  their  authority,  because 
their  allegiance  to  the  crown  ooidd 
not  be  shaken  ^. 

**]lot  «H  the  water  in  the  wid«  rcmgh  tea, 
^Cea  wuh  the  btha  from  an  anointed 
king.'' 

The  sopremacy  which  was  thus 
estahhsiied,  was  not  an  empty  claim 
of  authority.      It   drew  after    it 
a  right  to  regukle  the  trade  of 
the  cokmista,  and  generally  a  para- 
mount legislation  over  them,  which 
was  exercised  with  a  single  eye  to 
Ike  interests  of  the  mother  country. 
Toenumerate  all  the  vadoos  pco- 
nnoiis,  by  which  the  mterests  of 
Anebca  were  sacriiced,  to  benefit 
tbe  maritime  powers  of  Elun^,  un- 
der this  system,  would  exceed  the 
lioiiti  of  this  chapter.    Its  general 
aujms  consisted  in  each  power^ 
pnttiting  all  foreign  trade  with 
tketolenieB,  and  all  intercourse  be- 
^*eca  the  cokmial  possessions  of 
ttnnt  mitioos.    Tlieir  supplies 
*tte  to  be  drawn  firom  the  mother 
<^(Miy,  and  in  <^der  to  protect 


home  industry,  colonial  manofiic- 
tures  were  forbidden,  and  the  raw 
material  produced  in  the  colony, 
was  to  be  sent  to  her  European 
ports,  to  be  thence  distributed  lo 
other  natifws,  or  to-be  wrought  into 
fabrics,  and  often  for  the  ose  of  the 
colonists  themselves. 

In  this  maimer,  the  whde  con- 
tinent was  rendered  a  mere  depen- 
dency of  Europe.  Those  commu- 
nities which  were  established  here, 
were  not  only  deprived  of  all  tradb 
with  the  trans-atlantic  states,  bet  of 
all  intercourse  with  those  contigu- 
ous countries,  so  much  more  ne- 
cessary to  th^  comfort  and  pros- 
perity. They  were  not  only  pre* 
vented  fiiom  directing  thdr  indiMtry 
te  those  employments,  which  would 
best  repay  their  labor.,  and  from 
trading  with  those  countries,  which 
furnished  the  cheapest  supplies  and 
a£brded  the  best  markets ;  but  fay 
a  simultaneous  application  of  the 
system  to  the  whole  continent,  they 
were  shut  out  of  the  pale  of  im- 
provement, and  doomed  to  labor  in 
an  insulated  colony,  lor  the  pros- 
perity of  a  thankless  mother,  who 
rewarded  their  industry  by  meao* 
polizing  its  profits,  and  repaid  their 
unbought  allegiance,  by  retardiRg 
their  progress  to  civilization  and 
wealth. 

Each  colonial  comnranity  was 
thus  kept  distinct  and  dependent. 
Deprived  of  the  stimdous,  whidi  a 
rival  i^irit  among  contiguous  com- 
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munities  imparts  in  the  pursuit  of 
weahh  and  knowledge,  they  lan- 
guished for  nearly  two  centuries, 
Ignorant  alike  of  their  rights,  their 
resources,  and  their  own  strength. 

The  dissolution  of  the  colonial 
connection  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  gave  the 
'first  blow  to  this  system.  A  power 
independent  of  Europe,  and  at  liber- 
ty to  adopt  such  measures  as  might 
advance  its  interests  and  enforce 
its  rights,  arose  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic.  It  had  succeeded,  after 
an  obstinate  struggle,  in  extorting 
firom  England  a  relinquishment  of 
its  claims  to  sovereignty  over  its 
territory ;  and  after  a  long  nego- 
tiation, in  the  course  of  which,  its 
rights  were  betrayed  by  its  ally, 
France,  and  resisted  by  Great  Bri- 
tain, had  prevailed  in  maintaining 
its  right  to  fish  on  the  banks  of 
Newfoundland,  beyond  the  territo- 
rial jurisdiction  of  any  power,  and 
to  dry  their  fish,  as  its  seamen  had 
been  accustomed  to  do,  on  the  un- 
occupied adjacent  shores  :  a  right 
which  would  have  scarcely  been 
questioned  in  any  European  power, 
similarly  circumstanced  with  regard 
to  these  fisheries ;  but  which  was 
opposed,  as  an  unwarrantable  pre- 
tension, in  one  just  emerged  fi'om 
a  state  of  colonial  toleration. 

The  statesmen  of  Europe  could 
not  at  once  bring  themselves  to 
regard  an  American  state  as  en- 
tirely independent,  and  of  equal  rank 


with  their  own  kingdoms.  Their 
pretensions  and  principles  with  re- 
gard to  the  dependency  of  the 
western  world,  had  become  a  part 
of  their  law  of  nations. 

The  exclusive  enjoyment  of  the 
Newfoundland  fisheries,  was  the 
right  of  Europeans.  The  unoccu- 
pied shores  of  the  American  conti- 
nent were  subject  to  European 
colonization,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  the  neighboring  countries  might, 
at -any  moment,  be  shut  out  from 
all  intercourse  with  them,  by  the 
will  of  a  trans-atlantic  power.  The 
vast  wilderness,  which  extended 
from  the  back  settlements  on  the 
Atlantic  shores  to  the  Pacific 
ocean,  belonging  to  Europe,  by 
virtue  of  that  right,  which  was 
sometimes  derived  from  the  spirit- 
ual authority  of  its  monarchs,  and 
sometimes  from  the  inestimable 
privilege  of  some  wandering  ad- 
venturers having  first  sailed  by  a 
jutting  promontory,  or  entered  the 
mouth  of  a  navigable  river. 

The  United  States,  even  after 
the  acknowledgment  of  their  inde- 
pendence by  Great  Britain,  found 
themselves  surrounded  by  the  re- 
strictions of  the  colonial  system. 
Their  North  Western  posts  were 
still  held  by  England,  and  the  St. 
Lawrence,  the  great  outlet  for  the 
commerce  of  the  inland  lakes,  was 
shut  by  the  jealousy  of  that  power. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Mississippi, 
the  great  channel  of  the  trade  of 
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the  west,  was  closed  by  Spain,  and  mmiious  and  well  balanced  govem- 

an  indefinite  claim  was  advanced  ment,  adopted  a  system  of  policy,: 

by  her  to  the  fertile  valley  water-  well    designed    to    complete   the 

ed  by  that  stream.  emancipation  of  their  comitry  fixitm 

All  coQunerce  with  the  neigh-  all  its  colonial  burdens. 
boring     countries,    a    commerce  They  felt  that  its  independence 
which  is  the  natural  right  of  man-  was  but  partially  achieved,  until 
kind  in  all  regions,  subject  only  to  this     object     was    accomplished, 
such  modifications  as  the  inhabi-  They  had,  indeed,  gained  potitical 
tants  of  the  respective  countries  fi'eedom,  but  their  conunercial  de- 
may  impose,  was  prohibited  by  the  pendence  still  existed,  and  their 
European  powers,  and  the  trade  of  intercourse   with   the  world  was 
the  United  States  was'coerced  into  hampered  by  the  arbitrary  and  op-- 
the  ports  of  Europe,  as  it  had  been  pressive  rules  which  had  been  ap- 
before  the  revolution  confined  to  plied  to  American  commerce.  The 
the  ports  of  England.     The  colo-  fundamental  principle  of  this  sys- 
nial  system  excluded  us  firom  all  tem  was  reciprocity — Free  trade 
trade  with  America,  and  rendered  with  those  powers  which  would 
our  commerce  the  monopoly  of  agree  to  abolish  all  restrictions  and 
Europe,  instead  of  the  monopoly  countervailing  restrictions,  to  meet 
of  Great  Britain.  those  imposed  by  other  nations. 
Even  when  in  war,  the  colonial  The  adoption  of  this  maxim,  at 
ports  of  any  power  were  opened  to  once  enhsted  the  inhabitants  of  the 
oar  vessels,  the  other  belligerent  American  colonies  in  their  cause, 
chimed  the  right  to  prohibit  that  and  they  became  interested  in  the 
trade,  on  account  of  its  being  a  triumph  of  the  policy  of  the  United 
dqiarture  fi'om  the  colonial  system.  States.     So  long  as  American  ves- 
uid  the  rule  of  1756,  was  invented  sds  were  excluded  from  their  ports, 
and  applied  with  increased  rigor  to  and  their  own  vessels  fi'om  the  colo- 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  nies  were  excluded  from  the  United 
to  retard  the  progress  of  America  States,  they  were  prevented  from' 
in  the  career  of  prosperity  and  in-  supplying  themselves   with  those, 
depeodeoce.  staple  productions,  which  are  so 
To  me^  this  state  of  things,  the  necessary  to  their  prosperity.   The 
men,  who  established  the  prohibition  of  this  intercourse  bore 
confederacy,  and  recon-  severely  upon  the  West  India  colo- 
ciiled  the  discordant  interests  of  its  nists  in  particular,  and  they  warmly 
AArent  members  under  one  bar-  advocated,  and  partially  effected  a 
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NfaDntkNii  of  Um  aneient  coImimI   eawMree,  ui4eireiiiiiBenlHfif  ow 
MrtrielicM^kibelialfortboUiiile^    trade,  w«re  resisted  by  the  gevem- 


naent  of  tiM  United  States,  and  the 
The  North  Weatero  poats,  upon    enforcing  of  these  prineiples,  eon- 
the  posaession  of  which,  in  a  great    nected  with  some  other  causee  of 


depended  the  for  and  pel-    kritatioB,  led  to  hostilities  at  dif- 
tpf  tiade,  ware  yielded  to  the  ener^    fereat  periods  with    France    and 


gelicreaKMMtrancesof Washington,    Great  Britain.  Anunexampled  re- 
wbo  abo  obtained  from  Spain  an    v^^ution  in  the  affiurso^  Europe,  by 


ofourrigfattodeacMidto  renovmg  the  eaeases  of  the  war, 

the  ocean  by  the  Mississippi.    TMs  brought  thai,  witii  the  latter  power, 

right  was  afterwards  placed  beyond  to  a  concknioft,  wMiout  any  formal 

aM  question,  by  the  acquisition  of  adjustment  of  tfioee  principles,  and 

Loniaiana,  under  the  administration  they  stiB  remain  subjects  of  future 

of.JeoefWMi.  eontroTsrsy. 

The  right  to  the  Nowfooadiand  The  discussion  of  all  these  ques- 

ftahaiirei  was  securad  by  the  energy  tions  was  fbrced  upon  the  Ameri- 

and  skill  of  the  American  negocia-  can  gorerment  by  the  pecuhar  po- 

toia,  who  concluded  the  treaty  of  atioo  of  the  country,  and  could  not 

*Mv<Pd  was  afterwards  successfully  have  been  aroided,  widiout  virtu- 

flaaintained  at  Ghent,  and  may  be  ally  surrendering  its  claims  to  lia- 

jistly  eoaridered  as  one  of  thoee  tkmal  independence.  Hiere  were, 

pmilagaa,  which  being  Ibimdod  in  however,  otfier  questions  that  grew 

the  natve  of  thinga,  wiD,  in  no  out  of  thechanges  which  the  states 

•eaut,  bo  yielded  by  the  people  of  oT  this  continent   underwent,  as 

tba  Umlad  atalea.    IVguarai^  they  gradually  assumed  ti|e  rank  of 

whieh  had  been  given  by  thbrepub-  indg  pendent  powers.     TV  great 

lie,  during  the  rovohitiQnary  war,  to  aherationin  the  condition  of  Ame- 

FVoDCO,  for  the  ptoteetion  of  her^  rica,  occasioned  by  the  erection  of 

ooioniea,  waa  invaKdaled  by  the  the  Portugoeee  and  Spanish  colo- 

braaling  out  of  hoatiKtiee  between  niea,  into  eight  separate  free  com- 

the  two  eoontrieck  and  was  formally  ONmities,  presented  fterera!  ques- 

taKmfrishfid  for  an  eqnrralent  by  tions  between  the  conlBcting  inle- 

the  eonvantm  of  1800.  testa  ofthe  new  and  the  old  world. 

The  principles  which  had  been  On  aB  these  occarionsk  the  Uniled 

niopled  b?  the  eokmial  powen  of  8tatee«  as  theoMeatofthe 

■aropei,  with  theriewofpetpetna-  nations,  have  been  the  first  to 

wn|f  inav  monepoiy  ei  Jisaencnn  aen  me  nsms  oi  me  powers  oi  im^ 
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coDtiDOBt,  and  to  enforce  than 
wbenefer  their  own  interests  re* 
qnirediL 

In  1823,tlietlireateningaq[)ectof 
dielioly  Aliiance,{»esented  a  proper 
Botite  and  justification  for  the  peo* 
pie  of  the  United  Stales  to  express 
their  sentiments  in  respect  to  the 
contest  then  existing  between  Spain 
and  her  former  colonies.  Throu|^ 
their  execotife,  they  accordingly  de> 
dared  their  determination  not  to 
inteffere  in  that  £spute  themsdves, 
and  not  to  permit  the  interference 
of  any  other  power  on  the  part  of 
Spain.   This  declaration  was  based 
npon  two  grounds-— our  interests 
prescribed,  that  we  should  not  per- 
mit any  extraneous  aid  to  Spain,  in 
her  eflbrts  to  re-establish  her  colo- 
nial domiiuon,  and  our  security  re- 
qinired,  that  the  principles  of  the 
Holy  Alliance  should  not  be  intro> 
daced   into  this  heniisph)Bre.     It 
VIS  only  under  one  of  these  pre- 
tences, that  any  interference  could 
be  attempted,  and  our  true  policy 
WIS  oonsolted  in  proclaiming  the 
detenmnation  of  the  country  not  to 
sebout  to  it,  either  under  the  pre- 
tence of  the  permanent  obligation 
of  colonial  allegiance,  or  the  divine 
light  of  legitimacy. 

At  the  same  time,  a  declaration 
vai  made  in  behalf  <^  the  United 
States,  that  this  continent  was  no 
longer  to  be  considered  subject  to 
teore  colonization.  This  declara- 
tion was  founded  upon  the  right 


which  its  inhabitants  have  to  a  fiee 
intercourse  with  the  different  por- 
tions of  it.  It  did  not  interfere 
with  colonies  already  established, 
but  merely  entered  a  protest  against 
the  establishment  of  new  ones. 

Independent,  therefore,  of  the 
superior  validity  of  the  American 
claim  to  free  intercourse  over  the 
European  claim  to  monopoly,  this 
declaration  merely  regarded  in  the 
light  of  a  claim  to  unoccupied  ter- 
ritories, would  be  equal  in  degree,* 
and  prior  in  time,  to  any  step  on 
the  part  of  the  European  powers 
to  appropriate  them  as  colonies. 

Being,  then,  in  common  with 
the  rest  of  the  world,  possessed  of 
the  right  to  visit  these  regions,  and 
to  bring  away  their  productions, 
we  then  declared  our  det^mina- 
tion  not  to  submit  to  any  diminu> 
tion  of  that  right,  by  the  imposition 
of  new  disabilities  and  burdens 
upon  this  continent.  The  emanci- 
pation of  so  great  a  part  of  AmcK 
rica  as  the  success  of  the  Spanish 
colonies  had  then  effected,  made 
that  the  proper  moment  to  issue 
that  declaration.  By  it  a  limit  was 
put  to  the  pretensions  of  the  colo- 
nial powers,  and  the  continent, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Guyana's, 
from  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
United  States  to  its  southern  ex- 
tremity, was  declared  free  as  the 
bounty  of  Providence  had  created 
it,  to  the  commerce  and  enterprise 
oi  the  human  race. 
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This  republic,  extending  from  on  debarring  us  from  all  access  to 
the  river  St.  Croix,  where  it  ftdk  the  ocean  through  the  St.  Law- 
into  the  Atlantic,  through  the  great  rence.  The  southern  boundary  of 
inland  lakes,  and  along  the  dlst  these  colonies,  she  contends,  runs 
degree  of  north  latitude  to  the  Par  along  the  49th  degree  of  north 
cific  ocean,  forms  a  barrier  against  latitude  to  the  Columbia  river,  and 
the  colonial  claims  of  Europe  to  down  that  river  to  the  Pacific 
the  rest  of  the  continent,  and  is  ocean.  Her  West  India  possessions 
pledged,  by  its  interest  and  its  po-  are  numerous  and  valuable.  She 
sition,  to  resist  any  new  encroach-  still  claims  a  right  of  colonizing 
ment.  the  unoccupied  shores  of  this  con- 
Great  Britain  is  the  only  power  tinent,  and  by  a  late  order  in  coun- 
interested  in  sustaining  these  anti-  cil,  she  has  virtually  erected  the  setp 
quated  claims.     Those  of  Russia  tlements  of  her  subjects,  who  were 

are  limited  by  treaty  to  the  permitted  to  cut  logwood  in  the 

degree  of  north  latitude.     By  the  bay  of  Honduras,    into'  colonial 

acknowledgment  of  the  indepen-  establishments,  and  undertakes  to 

dence  of  Brazil,  those  of  Portugal  exclude  the  vessels  of  the  United 

are  relinquished.  States  from  that  bay. 

Spain  is  disabled  by  the  anarchy        In  the  court  of  Brazil,  she  has 

and   weakness    prevailing  in  her  acquired    a    predominating   influ* 

councils,  from  enforcing  hers,  and  ence,  through  her  intimate  con- 

the  rapid  increase  of  the  strength  nection  with  Portugal,    and   her 

and  power  of  her  former  colonies  share  in  the  establishment  of  the 

has  placed  their  subjugation  be-  Brazilian  government,  and  in  the 

y<md  the  range  of  possibility.    The  dissolution  of  its  coimection  with 

claims  of  France  to  the  American  the  mother  country.     The  e^cts 

continent  were  limited  by  the  ces-  of  that  influence  have  already  ap- 

sion  of  Louisiana  to  the  United  peared  in  discriminating  duties  im- 

States  to  Guyana,  which  is  divided  posed  in  Brazil,  in  &vor  of  British 

between  that  power  and  the  Nether-  goods. 

lands.  Great  Britain  alone  feels  a  The  attention  of  the  British  go- 
deep*  interest  in  maintaining  the  vernment  has  been  lately  directed 
{irinci[^e8  of  the  colonial  system,  towards  the  new  Spanish  repubtics. 
She  possesses  colonies  on  the  north-  The  opening  of  such  extensive  and 
em  frontier  of  the  United  States,  valuable  markets,  was  an  event  of 
andsheavailsherself  of  these  colo-  the  highest  importance  to  a  great 
nies,  to  encroach  on  our  limits,  maritime  and  manu&cturing  nation, 
^hile,  at  the  same  time,  she  insists  and  no  means  have  been  n^lected 
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5  a  monopoly  of  their  com- 
Hiia  b  the  fundamental 
piiBcqile  of  the  policy  of  Great 
Biilaiii.  Obliged  to  draw  the 
■eans  of  supporting  a  govemment 
of  bonndloBB  eztraYagance  from 
the  profits  of  her  trade,  the  seeks 
a  monopoly  to  counterbalance  the 
disadrantages  under  which  she  la- 
bon,  Irom  a  ruinous  system  of 
taxaboo.  Not  that  natural  mono- 
poly which  arises  from  cheap  sup- 
pbes,  but  one  created  and  protected 
by  treaties  and  municipal  regular 
tioos.  To  efiect  this,  her  diplo- 
matic agents  visit  every  quarter  of 
the  globe,  and  are  followed  and 
8ii|iported  by  her  wealth  and  her 
anus.  Every  war  has  its  preserva^ 
tioD  for  an  object,  and  every  nego- 
tiatioD  tends  to  extend  and  per- 
petuate it. 

The  American  nations,  on  the 
other  hand,  aeA  no  monopoly,  but 
endeavor  to  estaUish  their  mutual 
iatercourse  upon  the  hberal  footing 
of  entire  reciprocity.     They  feel 
that  this  pdicy  is  better  suited  to 
their  condition,  and  that  by  their 
leaoorces,  enterprize  and  industry, 
they  can  acquire  and  enjoy  a  due 
•hare   of  the  commerce  of  the 
world.    The  extravagance  and  am- 
bitioD  of  goverments,  founded  upon 
wrong  principles,  have  not  compel- 
led them  to  burden  their  industry 
by   enormous   duties  and   taxes. 
Tbek  youthfol  enei^es  are  not  re- 
bj  impositions  laid  to  dis- 


charge the  debts  which  prodigal 
ancestors  have  left  as  a  legacy  to 
posterity.  They  enter  into  the 
competition  of  trade,  free  of  incum- 
brances ;  with  their  resources  un- 
developed, and  a  virgin  and  unex- 
hausted soil  to  8iq>ply  the  materials 
of  commerce. 

As  the  projector  of  this  system» 
so  destructive  to  her  interests,  and 
as  her  most  dangerous  competitor 
on  the  ocean,  the  efforts  of  Great 
Britain  are  more  particularly  direct- 
ed against  this  republic.  She  feels 
that  the  United  States  is  her  most 
formidable  rival,  and  her  policy 
seeks  to  circumscribe  the  com- 
merce, and  check  the  growth  of 
that  navigation  which  threatens,  at 
some  future,  but  no  very  distant 
period,  to  wrest  from  her  hands  the 
sceptre  of  the  sea. 

The  great  change  which  has  ta- 
ken place  in  the  condition  of  the 
American  continent,  has,  at  lengthy 
brought  the  commercial  systems  of 
the  two  countries  into  direct  and 
hostile  opposition.  The  object  of 
each  is  the  same — to  secure  to  them- 
selves as  much  as  practicable  of  the 
commerce  of  the  new  states  :  the 
means  are  diametrically  opposite. 

The  United  States  asks  no  fiivors, 
but  depends  upon  the  industry  and 
enterprize  of  her  citizens,  un- 
shackled by  oppressive  duties  and 
restrictions,  and  favored  by  local 
advantages. 

Great  Britain  depends  upon  the 
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gieat  ^pital  and  skill  of  her  maun*  would  be  a  BtipuiatkHi  in  behalf  of 

Acturera,  and  with  diplomatic  deK-  English  subjects.    In  this  lif  ht,  it 

taity  endeavors  to  secure  a  partial  was  viewed  by  the  goveisment  of 

monopoly  of  their  navigation,  by  ad-  the  United  Slates,  whose  policy  is 

mitting  the  right  of  Spain  over  her  altogether  opposed  to  any  prefer- 

cdonies,  and  the  propriety  of  their  ences,  either  in  its  own  behalf^  or 

porchasing  the  relinquishment  of  in  behalf  of  other  nations.    This 

that  right,  by  a  grant  of  peculiar  fiur  and  liberal  policy  has  hitherto 

finrors  to  the  vessds  of  the  mother  triumphed,  and  an  insuraKMmtable 

country  in  their  ports.  This  mono*  obstacle  has  been  now  interposed 

poly  in  favor  of  Spain,  a  kingdom  by  the  treaties  concluded  this  year 

destitute  of  navigation  and  manu-  with  the  United  States,  by  Colom- 

flustures,  she  would  soon  make  her  bia,  Mexico  and  Central  Ameri- 

own  by  means  of  her  capital,  and  oa,  to  the  introduction  of  any  pre* 

it  would,  in  fact,  be  the  trade  of  ferences  in   behalf  of  European 

English  subjects  through  Spanish  trade. 

Actors.    This  policy  of  Great  Bri-        In  her  intercourse  with  the  Spft«> 

tain  has  been  manifested  in  every  nish  American  states.  Great  Bri- 

step  taken  by  her  government,  with  tain  cannot  avail  herself  of  any 

regard  to  the  Spanish  republics.  In  influence,  either  direct  firom  the 

an  her  diplomatic  notes  respecting  countenance  affi»rded  them  in  their 

them,  to  the  government  of  the  struggle  for  independence ;  or  in* 

United  States,  France  and  Spain,  direct  through  the  mother  coun- 

die  has  advanced  the  principle,  that  try.    She  has  no  claim  upon  them, 

Spain  should  be  permittBd  to  lead  either  as  colonies  or  independent 

the  way  in  recognizing  their  inde-  slates.  Their  freedom  was  achieved 

pendence,  and  that  no  olgection  by  their  own  unaided  efibrtst  and 

would  be  made  to  an  agreement,  the    only   countenance    afforded 

securing  for  a  limited  time,  a  pre-  them,  during  the  continuance  of 

ference  to  the  navigation  and  com-  the  contest,  was  from  the  United 

merce  of  Spain  in  their  ports.  States.    They  viewed  the  struggle 

The  earnestness  with  which  she  with  a  deep  interest,  excited  by  its 

has  inculcated  the  propriety  of  this  resendilaoce  to  ibm  own  revolu- 

ooorse,  can  scarcely  be  accounted  tiooary  war,  and  were  the  first  to 

fiw,  excqyt  by  a  reference  to  her  acknowledge  their  independence, 

strong  attachment  to  the  colonial  and  to  wefeome  their  admission 

system,   and  her  full  conviction,  into  the  fiunily  of  nations.     Even 

that  a  preference  by  treaty,  to  a  more,  by  a  prompt  and  decisive 

trade  from  the  ports  erf*  Spain,  expression  of  the  determination  of 
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ifae  ijQwemaieok,  to  sapport  them  West  India  cdonies,  hadbeen  sub- 

agUBit  fordgn  aggressiaii,  (a  de-  jected  to  various  regidatioDs  by  the 

received     with    the  two  s^vemments,  which  rendered 

approbatioa    of    the  the  continuaace  of  that  trade  verj 

*peo|ile,)    they  consti-  uncertain, 

tuted  themselves  the  guardians  of  The    British    government    de- 

Ifae  field  of  battle,  and  prevented  clined,  in  181^  and  1818,  proposi* 

say  ansistauce  firom  the  Holy  Al*  tions  to  regulate  that  trade,  by  the 

liaDce.      This  conduct  has  given  same  convention  which  established 

to  the  United  States,  a  powerful  the  terms  of  intercourse  between 


in  the  councils  of  the  the  United  States  and  the  Euro- 

MV  re|iabliG8,  which  has  been  uni-  pean  ports  of  EIngland.     From  an 

fixraly  eierted  in  behalf  of  the  attachment  to  the  cdonial  system^ 

principfasaf  free  trade.    The  fiur-  it  did  not  think  prq>er  to  allow  a 

aasB  and  justneai  manifested  by  commercial  intercourse  so  benefi- 

tfais  government,  in  its  intercourse  cial  to  both  parties ;  but  continued 

with  thein»  and  the  conviction  that  to  keep  her  colonies  in  a  state  of 

it  had  a  common  interest  with  them  thraldrom,  and    to  subject    their 


in  the  eniancipation  of  the  conti-  trade  with  the  United  States  to 

Bflot,  induced  them  to  invite  the  advantageous  restrictions,  so  as  to 

Uailed  Stales  to  participate  in  the  exclude  American  vessels  from  par- 

Miberatioiis  of  the  Panama  con-  ticipating  in  it. 
gresi.      This  year  the  invitation        To  prevent  a  monopoly  so  inju- 

wis  accepted,  and  ministers  ap>  rious   to   our  maritime  interests, 


to  represent  the  United  laws  were  enacted  by  congress, 

fitatfls  in  that  assembly.  which  had  the  effect  of  putting  an 

Since  that  invitation  was  given,  end  to  the  direct,  and  afterwards 

Dew  cpiestions  have  arisen  between  to  the  indirect  intercourse  between 

the  United  States  and  Great  Bri-  the  United  States  and  the  British 

tarn,  respecting  the  c<rfonial  trade.  West  Indies,  so  long  as  American 

which  place  the  commercial  sys-  vessels  were  excluded  from  their 

tens  of  the  two  countries  more  ports. 

diiectly  at  issue,  and  render  the  As  those  islands  depend  upon 

only  badges  of  colonial  subjection  the  United  States   for    the  sup- 

which  the  western  hemisphere  still  plies  of  many  productions  neces- 

baan,  dependent  on  the  result.  sary  to  their  existence,  this  prohi* 

For  several  years  previous  to  bition  induced  the  British  govern- 

tfaatperiod,  the  intercourse  between  ment,  in  1822,  to  open  some  of  ite 

Ih*  Unilad  States  and  the  British  colonial  ports  to  American  vessds. 
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which  were  permitted  to  import 
certain  enumerated  articles,  that 
could  not  be  obtained  elsewhere 
upon  such  good  terms.  To  favor 
their  colonies,  these  articles  were 
ako  subjected  to  a  duty,  which 
was  not  imposed  on  the  same  pro- 
ductions imported  from  the  British 
North  American  possessions.  This 
intercourse,  Umited  as  it  was,  was 
still  more  restricted  by  the  local 
regulations  of  the  islands ;  and  the 
American  vessels  engaged  in  it« 
were  subjected  to  so  numy  incon- 
veniences and  burdens,  imposed  to 
secure  a  preference  to  British  navi- 
gation, that  congress  was  compel- 
led to  meet  these  regulations  by  a 
discriminating  duty,  laid  on  British 
vessels  from  the  colonies.  The 
government  of  the  United  States, 
however,  was  sensible  of  the  inju- 
rious effects  of  this  commercial 
warfare,  and  sought  to  remove  the 
difficulties  by  negotiation.  It  of- 
fered to  settle  the  terms  of  tins  in- 
tercourse by  treaty,  so  as  to  make 
it  completely  reciprocal :  either  a 
trade  in  all  productions,  and  free 
from  all  restraints,  or  limited,  and 
with  reciprocal  discriminating  du- 
ties. The  British  government  de- 
clined this  offer,  on  the  ground, 
that  the  colonial  trade  was  pecu- 
liar in  its  character,  and  that  it  was 
the  policy  of  Great  Britain  to  re- 
gulate it  by  legislaticm,  and  not  by 
treaty;  it  finally,  however,  so  far 
yielded,  as  to  ofier  a  convention  on 


its  part,  for  the  regulation  of  that 
trade,  but  which,  not  being  equal  in 
its  terms,  was  not  agreed  to  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States. 
While  this  question  was  still  pend- 
ing, the  British  government  de- 
termined upon  recognizing  the 
Spanish  American  states  as  inde- 
pendent. 

Shortly  after  that  determina* 
tion,  by  an  act  of  parliament, 
passed  July  6th,  1825,  the  West 
India  colonies  were  opened  to  the 
vesseb  of  other  nations,  and,  about 
the  same  time,  entrepots  were  es- 
tabhshed  there  upon  the  warehouse 
system.  The  principle  upon  whksii 
the  ports  of  these  islands  were 
opened,  was,  that  nations  having 
colonies,  were  to  be  admitted  upon 
the  same  terms  upon  which  British 
vessels  were  admitted  to  their  co- 
lonies ;  and  those  without  colonies, 
were  not  to  be  admitted,  unless 
they  placed  the  shq>ping  of  Great 
Britain,  and  of  Us  possesnoms 
abroad^  upon  the  footing  of  the 
most  favored  nation. 

These  laws  were  set  forth,  as  in* 
dicating  a  change  in  the  commer- 
cial pohcy  of  that  kingdom,  and 
an  adoption  of  more  liberal  nuix- 
ims  of  trade ;  but  when  viewed  in 
connection  with  the  condition  q£ 
the  American  continent,  they  ap- 
pear to  be  strictly  conformable  to 
the  system  of  monopoly  to  which 
she  has  always  adhered. 

The  South  American  states  were 
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telltale  of  navigation,  tnd  offered 
eiteoave  markets  for  British  manu- 
ftelarea,  which  they  were  oUiged 
to  pay  for  in  raw  materials.  They 
poiessed  no  colonies,  and  there- 
£vei  if  they  accepted  the  offer  of 
trading  with  the  British  West  In- 
Aes,  it  had  the  effect  of  placing 
Kngfah  fessels  upon  the  most  fii- 
fored  footing  in  their  ports — ^in 
Act,  upon  the  footing  of  free  trade, 
vhile  the  equivalent  was  a  re- 
stricted trade  with  the  British  co- 
loMa>  The  same  effect  would 
have  taken  place  if  the  United 
Stales  liad  accepted  of  that  offer. 
When  properly  considered,  there- 
fore, these  laws  seem  to  he  only 
aooCher  mode  oi  maintaining  and 
perpetuating  the  colonial  mono- 
poly. 

Their  objects  were  twofold :  1st, 
to  lay  the  foundation  for  a  claim 
of  fovors  in  the  ports  of  the  South 
American  republics,  by  throwing 
open  her  West  India  ports  to  their 
nifigation,  sensible  that  nothing 
coold  be  ^prehended  from  their 
competition;  and  2dly,  to  ascer- 
taia  their  capability  of  supplying 
km  isiatods  with  those  staple  com- 
miMfciff,  which  she  before  had  re- 
hctantly  permitted  to  be  brought 
fiom  the  United  States. 

By  this  apparent  departure  from 
her  eokmia]  system,  she  offered  to 
the  new  republics  a  specious  equi- 
valent for  commercial  favors,  and 
hid  the  foundation  for  forther  cir- 


cumscribing the  trade  of  this  re- 
public. 

Having,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  as- 
certained that  supplies  could  be 
obtained  from  those  states,  an  or- 
der of  council  was  issued  July 
27th,  1826,  closing  the  American 
colonial  ports,  excepting  in  Nova 
Scotia  and  Canada,  to  vessels  be- 
longing to  the  United  States,  after 
the  Ist  of  December,  1826.  To 
the  offer  made  by  the  American 
minister,  (Mr.  Gallatin,  who  had 
just  arrived  at  his  post,)  to  renew 
the  negotiation  on  this  subject,  the 
following  pointed  remark  was  made 
in  answer,  accompanied  by  a  re- 
fusal to  discuss  the  matter  by  Mr. 
Canning ;  a  remaik  which  folly  ex- 
plains the  policy  and  design  of  his 
government.  *'*'  It  is  not  made  mat- 
ter of  complaint,"  said  he,  ^^by 
the  British  government,  that  the 
United  States  have  declined  con- 
ditions which  other  nations  have 
thought  worthy  of  their  accept- 
ance. It  is,  on  the  other  hand, 
not  the  fault  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, if  the  United  States  have 
suffered  the  time  to  pass,  at  itkick 
it  might  have  been  an  object  of 
greater  importance  to  this  country 
to  induce  the  United  States  to  come 
into  their  (Anglice  its)  proposals." 

The  forther  prosecution  of  this 
negotiation,  and  the  final  decision 
of  the  question,  form  a  part  of  the 
occurrences  of  the  next  year ;  but 
the  agitation  of  the  controversy. 
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and  the  grounds  taken  by  the  re* 
spective  go?emmentB,  fidl  naturally 
within  the  tiew  here  taken  of  the 
colonial  system^  and  belong  to  a 
aeries  of  events,  which  transpired 
within  the  60th  year  of  American 
independence,  and  which  are  of 
the  highest  importance,  in  a  consi- 
deration of  the  present  condition 
and  future  prospects  of  the  conti- 
nent. 

This  question  concerning  the 
colonial  trade,  is  connected  with 
the  right  to  the  navigation  of  the 
Bt.  Lawrence,  and  with  the  pre- 
tensions of  Great  Britain  to  the 
shores  of  the  bay  of  Honduras, 
from  which,  about  the  same  time, 
she  undertook  to  exclude  Ameri- 
can vessels.  It  forms  a  part  of  her 
general  plan,  to  derogate  from  the 
independence  of  the  western  he- 
misphere, and  of  course,  comes 
within  the  legitimate  deliberations 
of  the  Panama  congress.  Eng- 
land contends,  that  the  colonial 
trade  staAds  upon  different  grounds 
from  that  with  the  mother  coun- 
try, and  that  all  participation  in  it, 
is  to  be  considered  as  a  froon,  for 
which  an  equivalent  is  to  be  paid. 

The  United  States  maintain,  that 
all  intercourse  between  countries, 
whether  colonial  or  otherwise,  is 
to  be  regulated  according  to  the 
views  of  the  respective  govern- 
ments, and  that  the  colonial  trade 
does  not,  in  that  respect,  differ 
from  that  with  the  mother  coim- 


try.  Tliat  it  is  all  founded  upon 
mutual  convenience,  and  that  no 
compensation  can  be  considered  as 
due  for  a  permission  to  trade  vrith 
the  colonies,  except  that  which 
arises  from  mutual  exchanges. 

In  this  manner,  the  continuance 
of  colonial  restrictions  is  put  dis- 
tinctly in  issue,  and  the  two  govern- 
ments are  in  direct  oppoe?'ipn  as 
to  their  propriety  and  validity. 

The  long  space  of  time  during 
which  these  restrictions  have  been 
enforced,  with  the  assent  of  die 
commercial  world,  has  strengthen- 
ed the  claim  of  the  European  pow- 
ers interested  in  maintaining  them, 
into  a  sort  of  prescriptive  right 
An  assent,  arising  from  the  fact, 
that  Europe  was  interested  in  their 
establishment,  and  that  America 
was  a  mere  dependency,  destitute 
of  a  sovereign  power  to  declare 
its  dissent  from  principles,  which 
placed  the  rights  and  privilege  of 
the  new  world,  prostrate  at  the 
feet  of  European  commerce,  is  re- 
lied on  to  prove  their  admission 
into  the  conventional  law  of  na- 
tions. 

But  this  assent,  however  con- 
clusive, in  a  discussion  between 
two  European  powers,  cannot 
have  much  binding  force  in  an  ar- 
gument addressed  to  America. 
She  may  reply,  that  these  princi- 
ples never  received  her  voluntary 
sanction,  and  that  submission  to 
them,  while  in  a  state  of  thraldom 
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and  ainority,  cannot  be  construed  on  the  terms  upon  which  they  will 
into  an  assent  to  deprive  her  of  the  trade,  and  either  of  them  may,  of 
piifileges  <^  independence  and  course,  insist  on  shackling  the  iu- 
jaatnrity.  The  time  and  mode  of  tercourse  with  restrictions,  or  may 
■■nrting  and  enforcing  these  privi-  decline  it  altogether.  The  power 
leges,  most,  of  course,  be  regulated  of  regulating  it  while  vested  in 
by  circamstances.  Prudence  will  their  hands,  will  never  be  exer- 
Adale,  that  no  measure  be  adopted,  cised,  but  with  a  due  regard  to 
wbkh  shall  lightly  compromit  the  their  interests.  But  a  prohibition 
i^<f^irfT^i  interests  of  the  country,  from  a  trans-atlantic  government, 
and  a  due  regard  for  the  tranquil-  rests  upon  different  grounds.  It 
Sty  of  mankind,  will  prevent  any  is  founded  upon  false  principles, 
rarii  disturbance  of  the  established  established  by  power,  and  submit- 
order  of  things.  But  these  rights  ted  to  from  necessity,  and  it  ex- 
exist  independent  of,  and  para-  tends  itself  beyond  its  rightful  ju- 
■omit  to,  the  arbitrary  rules  of  a  risdiction,  to  the  injury  of  the  com- 
tyitein,  invented  to  foster  the  into-  munity  over  which  it  is  exerted, 
rerts  of  Europe,  at  the  expense  of  and  of  all  others  whose  commerce 
America.  They  are  derived  from  is  circumscribed  by  it. 
the  nature  of  man,  and  from  his  It  cannot  be  expected,  that  such 
waolB  and  his  capacities.  The  a  system  will  be  tolerated  one  mo- 
same  Providence  that  gave  him  ment  longer  than  necessary.  The 
the  earth  to  inhabit,  and  the  power  colonists  themselves  have  a  para- 
of  social  and  commercial  inter-  mount  interest  in  overturning  it, 
coarse  to  supply  his  wants  and  and  will  demand  their  indepen- 
angmeBi  Ins  happiness,  has  placed  dence  whenever  their  strength,  mea- 
the  means  of  relieving  them  within  sured  with  the  power  of  the  mo- 
Itts  reach,  in  proportion  to  their  ther  country,  will  justify  such  a 
urgency.     He  has  made  the  pro-  step. 

dnctioDS  of  contiguous  countries        The  citizens  of  aU  the  indepen- 

most  soitaUe  to  the  mutual  wants  dent  powers  of  this  hemisphere,  and 

of  their  respective  inhabitants,  and  especially    those    of   the    United 

a  prohibition,  from  a  third  power,of  States,  have  a  less,  but  still  a  direct 

iDteroourse  between  them,  is  an  interest  in  bringing  about  this  event, 

isfinDgenient   upon    their   natural  and  in  sustaining  them  in  that  stand, 

r^te.     It  is  a  wrong  to  both  par-  and  their  aid  will  be  afforded,  when* 

ties.    The  communities  occupying  ever  their  relations  with  the  colo* 

these  adjacent  territories,  have  an  nial  powers  of  Europe  will  permit 

nmyiestionable  right  to  agree  up-  them  to  take  part  in  such  a  dispute. 

3 
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It  is  easy  to  foresee  the  result  of  zealous  for  the  national  interests 
this  state  of  things.  It  predicts  and  honor.  Circumstances  have 
with  an  unerring  voice,  the  separa-  now  placed  this  power  in  opposi- 
tion of  America  from  Europe.  tion  to  the  last  relicts  of  the  colo- 

With  the  ocean  between  them,  nial  system,  and  at  the  same  mo- 
contending  on  their  own  soil  for  ment  have  made  the  new  American 
their  natural  rights,  against  forces  states  deeply  interested  in  the  same 
which  must  be  sent  from  the  other  cause,  and  brought  their  representa- 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  maintained  tives  into  a  joint  assembly,  to  deli- 
at  a  ruinous  expense,  the  colonists,  berate  upon  the  best  means  of 
unaided,  must  in  time,  achieve  their  promoting  their  common  interests, 
ireedom.  In  this  contest,  when-  The  claim  of  Great  Britain,  to 
ever  it  shall  take  place,  they  will  erect  the  settlements  of  her  log- 
find  natural  allies  in  all  the  inde-  wood  cutters,  in  the  bay  of  Hondu- 
pendent  powers  of  America,  ha-  ras,  into  colonial  establishments, 
ving  at  their  head,  a  republic  of  advanced  at  the  same  time,  and  as 
12,000,000  ofpeople,  all  interested  part  of  the  same  system,  is  not 
from  patriotic  recollections  and  merely  in  violation  of  the  treaties 
promised  advantages  in  sustaining  by  which  her  subjects  were  per- 
the  American  cause.  mitted  to  cut  dye  woods  within  cer- 

A  republic,  where  the  means  of  tain  limits,  but  also  in  violation  of 

education,  by  the  common  school  the  territorial  rights  of  Colombia, 

system,  are  placed  within  the  reach  Mexico,  and  Central  America.  The 

of  every  class,  and  the  avenues  to  shores  of  this  bay  belong  to  those 

station  and  eminence  are  opened  by  powers,  by  virtue  of  their  succes- 

the  constitution,  to  all,  without  dis-  sion,  each  within  its  ancient  pro- 

tinction  of  rank ;  where  frequent  vincial  limits,  to  the  sovereignty  of 

elections  and  constant  discussion  Spain.    Thb  unfounded  pretension 

through  an  unrestrained  press,  have  of  Great  Britain  to  the  shores  of 

created  a  general  taste  for  politics,  this  bay,  and  to  exclude  the  navi- 

and  made  every  citizen  eager  to  gation  of  the  United  States  from  its 

devise  and  prompt  to  support  pro-  ports,  is  a  direct  infringement  upon 

positions  for  the  advancement  of  their  rights,  as  well  as  upon  ours, 

the  common  weal,  while  the  system  and  binds  them  to  resist  this  attempt 

of  defence  has  put  arms  in  the  hands  to  perpetuate  the  old  and  to  create 

of  all,  and  rendered  a  whole  people,  new  colonial  restrictions.  All  these 

who  feel  the  government  and  its  restrictions  are  inconsistent  with  the 

p<4icy  to  be  Uieir  own,  an  anny,un-  well  being  of  this  continent,  and 

disciplined   it  is  true,   but    still  must  be  abolished. 
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The  progress  of  events  points 
directly  to  their  final  abolition. 
The  coloDial  empires  of  Spain  and 
Portugal  DO  longer  exist  Brazil, 
almost  without  a  struggle,  has  be- 
come an  independent  state. 

The  Spanish  colonies  have  taken 
the  same  rank  in  defiance  of  all  the 
exertions  of  the  mother  country. 
Buenos  Ayres,  Colombia,  Mexico, 
Ciuli,  Central  America,  and  the 
Penis,  have  successively,  assumed 
their  stations  among  the  nations  of 
the  earth ;  and  while  they  have 
achieved  their  own  fireedom,  they 
have  augmented  the  independence 
of  those  who  have  preceded  them 
in  their  glorious  career.  They  have 
cootrihuted  to  the  dissolution  of  the 
colonial  connection  of  America  with 

» 

£arope,  and  given  the  pledge  of 
their  national  existence  against  its 
le-estabhshment.  They  have  open- 
ed their  ports  to  the  world,  and 
their  resources  and  productions  are 
offered  to  American  as  well  as  to 
European  commerce. 

From  New  Brunswick  and  Ca- 
nada to  Cape  Horn,  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  continent  is  achieved, 
and  America  now  demands  the  ab- 
rogatioD  of  those  rules,  by  which 
her  equality  to  other  quarters  of  the 
^obe  has  been  denied,  and  her 
reaoorGes  appropriated,  and  her 
commerce  monopolized  by  the  in- 
habitants of  another  hemisphere. 

How  this  demand  is  to  be  enfor- 
ced, whetfaSer  by  the  particular  de- 


termination of  the  several  govern- 
ments, or  their  joint  agreement  in 
the  Panama  Congress ;  whether  by 
an  interdiction  of  all  intercourse 
between  the  colonies  and  the  seve- 
ral states,  or  between  the  mother 
country  and  all  the  independent 
states  of  this  continent^  until  her 
possessions,  both  in  Europe  and 
America,  are  placed  upon  the 
same  footing,  and  governed  by  the 
same  rules  of  navigation,  are  ques- 
tions which  nlUst  be  determined 
by  fiiture  events.  The  adoption  of 
any  of  these  alternatives  would  be 
decisive.  The  commerce  of  Great 
Britain  with  the  United  States  alone, 
would  never  be  forfeited  by  that  go- 
vernment for  the  ^oor  equivalent 
which  the  monopoly  of  the  colonial 
navigation  afibrds ;  and,  if  this  go- 
vernment, upon  the  expiration  of 
the  commercial  treaty,  in  1828, 
should  insist  upon  the  relinquish- 
ment of  these  distinctions  between 
the  colonial  and  other  trade,  and 
more  especially  if  the  other  Ame- 
rican powers  should  take  the  same 
ground,  and  adopt  the  same  prin- 
ciple in  the  Panama  congress,  the 
total  abolition  of  all  colonial  re- 
straints would  be  effected,  and  the 
independence  of  this  continent  fully 
consummated. 

Such  is  the  attitude  assiuned  by 
the  United  States  towards  Europe, 
at  the  completion  of  the  first  half 
century  after  the  blow  ^ven  to  the 
colonial  system,  by  their  separation 
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from  Great  Britain,  and  the  relative  fiiUy  to  the  development  of  this  na- 
condition  of  the  two  continents  now  tional  feeling.  This  veneraUe  and 
indicates  this  as  the  commence*  venerated  man  had  landed  at  New 
mtot  of  a  new  era  in  American  York,in  the  month  of  August^the  pre- 
history. While  these  events  were  ceding  year,  upon  the  invitation  of 
developing  the  views  of  American  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
statesmen,  and  giving,  in  the  eyes  of  Mr.  Monroe,  and  had  visited,  during 
the  world,  a  definite  character  to  the  the  year,  the  twenty-four  states  of 
policy  of  the  country,  the  force  of  the  Union.  In  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
circumstances  had,  in  a  great  mea-  try  he  had  heen  received  with  the 
sure,  obliterated  the  party  distinc-  warmest  manifestations  of  pleasure 
tions  which  had  existed  in  the  Uni-  and  gratitude.  All  the  survivors 
ted  States  since  the  adoption  of  of  the  revolution  hastened  to  meet 
the  federal  constitution.  The  quiet  him  fi-om  every  quarter ;  and  their 
prevailing  in  Europe  permitted  the^  descendants  of  the  present  genera* 
government  to  turn  its  efforts  fi'om  tion  crowded  around  the  gallant 
the  vindication  of  its  rights,  to  the  Frenchman,  who  had  left  his  coun- 
prosecution  of  its  claims  to  those  try  and  family  in  his  youth  to  serve 
which  were  still  withheld;  and  the  i°  ^^  cause  of  freedom  by  the  side 
restoration  of  the  ancient  regime  in  of  their  fathers.  Veterans  who  had 
France,  by  the  victorious  allies,  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  in  most 
gave  a  check  to  any  foreign  partial-  of  the  conflicts  of  the  revolution, 
ities,  which  had  before  retarded  and  who  had  parted  upon  the  dis- 
the  growth  of  a  national  feeling,  banding  of  the  continental  army, 
The  partizans  of  the  great  belli-  with  the  expectation  of  never  meet- 
gerents,  whose  measures  and  prin-  ing  again  in  this  life,  now  found 
ciples  had  occupied  the  attention,  themselves  assembled  under  the 
and  created  the  parties  of  the  civili-  most  interesting  circumstances. — 
zed  world  for  twenty-five  years,  were  They  met  upon  Bunker  Hill,  just 
borne  down  by  the  broad  current  l^alf  a  century  after  they  had  en- 
of  American  feelings ;  the  thoughts  countered,  for  the  first  time,  on  the 
and  views  of  men  were  turned  home-  same  spot,  the  disciplined  troops  of 
wards,  and  both  government  and  Great  Britain.  The  scarred  and 
people  united  in  discarding  the  con-  war  worn  relics  of  a  seven  years 
sideration  of  any  interests  but  their  contest,  then  assembled  to  welcome 
own.  the  nation^s  guest  on  the  field, where. 
The  visit  of  La  Fayette  to  the  as  unskilled  and  almost  unarmed 
land  in  whose  cause  he  had  spent  husbandmen,  they  had  manfiilly 
his  early  years,  contributed  power-  contended  for  the  nation's  cause. 
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lliey  assembled  around   him   at  .&ther.    Youth  and  age  joined  to 

York  town,  on  the  anniversary  of  heap  honors  and  blessiiigs  on  his 

that  day  which  had  witnessed  the  head;  and  the  spontaneous  burst  of 

crowning  act  of  the  war  of  inde-  grateful  feeling  with  which  he  was 

peadence  in  the  surrender  of  Com-  welcomed  in  every  city  and  village 

wallis  and  his  army  to  Washington,  of  this  vast  confederacy,  proved 

He  found  some  of  his  surviving  how  deeply  his  early  sacrifices  in 

companions  in  arms  in  every  state  their  behalf  were  imprinted  in  the 

of  the  Union.     In  the  Atlantic  memory  of  the  American  people, 

he  encountered  them  on  the  After  an  uninterrupted  succes* 

former  triumphs  and  sion  of  fetes  and  celebrations  during 

Triumphs,  the  recollec-  the  whole  year,  his  visit  now  began 

tioos  of  which  were  heightened  by  to  draw  to  a  close.   It  was  thought 

dnir  glorious  results ;  and  reverses  most  fitting  that  his  final  departure 

only  remembered  as  among  the  fi'om  the  country  should  take  place 

of  that  eventful  war.     In  the  fi^om  its  capitol ;  and  a  firigate  was 

he  found  them  surrounded  by  prepared  at  that  place,  and  named, 

a  dense  and  industrious  population,  in  comphment  to  him,  the  Bran* 

which,  after  they  had  resumed  the  dywine,  to    transport  him  to  his 

|iiirinitBofpeace,theyhadled  beyond  native  country.     The  few  weeks 

tlieA]legfaanies,to  make  the  wilder-  spent  upon  the  invitation  of  the 

ms  subservient  to  the  purposes  of  president,  as  the  guest  of  the  na- 

dfilized  life.     Here  were  no  fields  tion,  in  the  national  palace,  were  i^ 

htrdly  won,  but  the  firuits  of  the  re-  propriated  to  taking  leave  of  those 

vofaition  were  found  without  alloy,  venerable    men  who  had  shaied 

New  communities  had  sprung  up  with    him    both    in  establishing 

heyood  nKwuitains.    The  popula-  the  independence  of  the  country 

tion  which  had  been  restrained  by  and  in  receiving  all  the  appropriate 

tbe  colonial  policy  of  the  mother  honors  which  the  people  could  be* 

CQUlry  to  the  sea  coast,  conducted  stow.  He  had  previously  visited  the 

by  the  Pioneers  of  civilization,  had  venerable  Adams,  who,  fi'om  his 

broken  their  bounds,  and  were  found  earliest  youth,  aimed  at  indepen* 

cfasterii^  around  the  sources  of  dence,  as  the  right  of  the  colonies, 

the  MiaMMiri,andestablishing  them-  and    whose  resolute    and    singly 

OD  the  borders  of  the  Rocky  hearted  devotion    to  that  cause, 

made  him  emphatically  the  master- 
In  joeraeying  through  the  twen-  spirit  of  the  revolution.  He  now,  in 
^foor  states,  his  presence  had  been  succession,  took  leave  of  the  other 
nrery  where  hailed  like  that  of  a  ex-presidents — the  illustrious  au* 
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thor  of  the  declaration  of  indepen-  "  The  part  which  you  performed 

dence — ^the  able  supporter  and  ad-  at  that  important  juncture,  was 

vocate  of  the  federal  constitution —  marked  with  characters  so  peculiar, 

and  the  soldier  of  the  revolution,  that,  realizing  the  fairest  i&ble  of 

who  had  shed  his  blood  in  the  same  antiquity,  its  parallel  could  scarcely 

cause  with  La  Fayette.  be  found  in  the  authentic  records  of 

These  preliminary  visits  being  human  history, 
paid,  he  now  prepared  for  his  de-  ^^  You  deliberately  and  perseve- 
parture.  The  7th  of  September,  ringly  preferred  toil,  danger,  the 
which  was  the  day  appointed  for  endurance  of  every  hardship,  and 
that  purpose,  the  civil  authorities  of  privation  of  every  comfort,  in  de- 
the  district  of  Columbia  assembled  fence  of  a  holy  cause,  to  inglo- 
at  the  president's  house,  to  take  rious  ease,  and  the  allurements  of 
leave  of  him.  About  noon,  he  en-  rank,  affluence,  and  unrestrained 
tered  the  great  hall,  accompanied  youth,  at  the  most  splendid  and 
by  the  marshal  of  the  district  and  fiuscinating  court  of  Europe, 
one  of  the  president's  sons :  Mr.  ^^  That  this  choice  was  not  less 
Adams  then  with  dignity,  but  with  wise  than  magnanimous,  the  sane- 
evident  emotion,  addressed  him  in  tion  ofhalf  a  century,  and  the  gratu- 
the  following  terms : —  lations  of  unnumbered  voices,aU  un- 

^^  General  La  Fayette  :  It  has  able  to  express  the  gratitude  of  the 

been  the  good  fortune  of  many  heart  with  which  your  visit  to  this 

of  my  fellow-citizens,  during  the  hemisphere  has  been  welcomed, 

course  of  the  year  now  elapsed,  afford  ample  demonstration. 

Upon  your  arrival  at  their  respec-  ^^  When  the  contest  of  freedom, 

tive  places  of  abode,  to  greet  you  to  which  you  had  repaired  as  a  vol- 

with  the  welcome  of  the  nation. —  untary  champion,  had  closed,  by 

The  less  pleasing  task  now  devolves  the  complete  triumph  of  her  cause 

upon  me,  of  bidding  you,  in  the  in  tliis  country  of  your  adoption, 

name  of  the  nation,  adieu.  you  returned  to  fulfil  the  duties  of 

^^  It  were  no  longer  seasonable,  the  philanthropist  and  patriot  in  the 

and  would  be    superfluous  to  re-  land  of  your  nativity.    There,  in  a 

ciq>itulate  the  remarkable  incidents  consistent  and  undeviating  career 

of  your  early  liTe— incidents  which  of  forty  years,  you  have  maintained, 

associated  your  name,  fortunes  and  through  every  vicissitude  of  alter* 

reputation,  in  imperishable  connec-  nate  success  and  disappointment, 

tion  with  the  independence  and  his-  the  same  glorious  cause  to  which 

tory  of  the  North  American  union,  the  first  years  of  your  active  life 
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lad  been  devoted,  the  improvement 
of  the  moral  and  political  condition 
of  man. 

»  Throughout  that  long  succes- 
sioQ  of  time,  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  whom,  and  with 
whom  you  had  fought  the  battles  of 
Eberty,  have  been  living  in  the  full 
pOBocfloion  of  its  fruits  ;  one  of  the 
happiest  among  the  family  of  na- 
tions. SfH-eading  in  population ; 
enlai^ing  in  territory ;  acting  and 
safiering  according  to  the  condition 
of  their  nature ;  and  laying  the  foun- 
dations of  the  greatest,  and,  we 
humbly  hope,- the  most  benificent 
power  that  ever  regulated  the  con- 
cerns of  man  upon  earth. 

^In  that  lapse  of  forty  years, 
the  generation  of  men  with  whom 
yoo  co-operated  in  the  conflict  of 
arms,  has  nearly  passed  away.  Of 
the  general  officers  of  the  Ameri- 
cu  army  in  that  war,  you  alone  sur- 
vife.  Of  the  sages  who  guided  our 
counsels ;  of  the  warriors  who  met 
the  foe  in  the  field  or  upon  the 
wiTe,  with  the  exception  of  a  few, 
to  whom  unusual  length  of  days  has 
been  aDotted  by  Heaven,  all  now 
sleep  with  their  fathers.  A  suc- 
ceeding, and  even  a  third  genera- 
tion, have  arisen  to  take  their  pla- 
ces; and  their  children's  children, 
while  rinng  up  to  call  them  blessed, 
hsTe  been  taught  by  them,  as\irell 
as  admonished  by  their  own  con- 
stant enjoyment  of  freedom,  to  in- 
cfaide  in  every  benison  i^>on  their 


fathers,  the  name  of  him,  who  came 
from  afar,  with  them  and  in  their 
cause,  to  conquer  or  to  fall. 

"The  universal  prevalence  of 
these  sentiments  was  signally  mani- 
fested by  a  resolution  of  congress, 
representing  the  whole  people,  and 
all  the  states  of  this  union,  request- 
ing the  president  of  the  United 
States  to  commimicate  to  you 
the  assurances  of  grateful  and  af- 
fectionate  attachment  of  this  go- 
vernment and  people,  and  desiring 
that  a  national  ship  might  be  em- 
ployed, at  your  convenience,  for 
your  passage  to  the  borders  of  your 
country. 

"  The  invitation  was  transmitted 
to  you  by  my  venerable  predeces- 
sor :  himself  bound  to  you  by  the 
strongest  ties  of  personal  friendship, 
himself  one  of  those  whom  the 
highest  honors  of  his  country  had 
rewarded  for  blood  early  shed  in 
her  cause,  and  for  a  long  life  of  de- 
votion to  her  welfare.  By  him  the 
services  of  a  national  ship  were 
placed  at  your  disposal.  Your 
dehcacy  preferred  a  more  private 
conveyance,  and  a  full  year  has 
elapsed  since  you  landed  upon  our 
shores.  It  were  scarcely  an  exage- 
ration  to  say,  that  it  has  been,  to 
the  people  of  the  union,  a  year  of 
uninterrupted  festivity  and  enjoy- 
ment, inspired  by  your  presence. — 
You  have  tmversed  the  twenty-four 
states  of  this  great  confederacy — 
you  have  been  received  with  rap- 
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ture  by  the  survivors  of  your  ear-  more  memorial  to  distant  regions 

liest  companion  in  arms — ^you  have  and  to  future  ages,  of  a  stream  al* 

been  hailed  as  a  long  absent  parent  ready  memorable,  at  once  in  the 

by  their  children,  the  men  and  wo-  story  of  your  sufferings  and  of  our 

men  of  the  present  age:    and  a  independence, 

rising  generation,  the  hope  of  fu-  ^^  The  ship  is  now  prepared  for 

ture  time,  in  numbers  surpassing  your  reception,  and  equipped  for 

the  whole  population  of  that  day  sea.     From  the  moment  of  her  de* 

when  you  fought  at  the  head  and  parture,  the  prayers  of  millions  will 

by  the  side  of  their  forefathers,  have  ascend  to  Heaven  that  her  passage 

vied  with  the  scanty  remnants  of  may  be  prosperous,  and  your  re- 

that  hour  of  trial,  in  acclamations  turn  to  the  bosom  of  your  family  as 

of  joy,  at  beholding  the  face  of  him  propitious  to  your  happiness,  as 

whom  they  feel  to  be  the  common  your  visit  to  this  scene  of  your 

benefactor  of  all.    You  have  heard  youthful  glory  has  been  to  that  of 

the  mingled  voices  of  the  past,  the  the  American  people, 

present,  and  the  future  age,  joining  ^^  Go,  then,  our  beloved  iBiend — 

in  one  universal  chorus  of  delight  return  to  the  land  of  brilliant  genius, 

at  your  approach  ;  and  the  shouts  of  generous  sentiment,  of  heroic 

of  unbidden  thousands,  which  greet-  valour;  to  that  beautiful  France, 

cd  your  landing  on  the  soil  of  free-  the  nursing  mother  of  the  twelfth 

dom,  have  followed  every  step  of  Louis,  and  the  fourth  Henry ;  to 

your  way,  and  still  resound,  like  the  native  soil  of  Bayard  and  Colig- 

the  rushing  of  many  waters,  fi^m  ni,  of  Turenne  and  Catinat,  of  Fe- 

every  comer  of  our  land.  nelon  and  D'Aguesseau.    In  that 

*'You  are  now  about  to  return  illustrious  catalogue  of  names  which 

to  the  country  of  your  birth — of  she  claims  as  of  her  children,  and 

your  ancestors— of  your  posterity,  with  honest  pride  holds  up  to  the 

The  executive  government  of  the  admiration  of  other  nations,  the 

union,  stimulated  by  the  same  feel-  name  of  La  Fayette  has  already 

ing  which  had  prompted  the  con-  for  centuries  been  enrolled.     And 

gress  to  the  designation  of  a  nation-  it  shall    henceforth    burnish   into 

al  ship  for  your  accommodation  in  brighter  fame :  for  if,  in  after  days, 

coming  hither,  has  destined  the  first  a  Frenchman  shall  be  called  to  indi- 

service  of  a  frigate,  recently  launch-  cate  the  character  of  his  nation  by 

ed  at  this  metropolis,  to  the  less  that  of  one  individual,  during  the 

welcome,  but  equally  distinguished  age  in  which  we  live,  the  blood  of 

trust,  of  conveying  you  home.   The  lofty  patriotism  shall  mantle  in  his 

name  of  the  ship  has  added  one  cheek,  the  fire  of  conscious  virtue 
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ahaM  sparine  in  his  eye,  and  he  shall 
(MroDotmoe  the  name  of  La  Fay- 
bits.  Yet  we,  too,  and  our  child- 
ren, in  life  and  after  death  shall 
dum  you  for  our  own.  You  are 
om  by  that  more  than  patriotic 
'  selMerotkm  with  which  you  flew 
to  the  wA  of  our  fathers  at  the  cri- 
ma  of  their  fiite.  Ours  by  that 
laog  Belies  of  years  in  which  you 
bftTe  cherished  us  in  your  regard. 
Ovs  by  that  unshaken  sentiment 
of  fratitnde  for  your  services, 
which  is  a  precious  portion  of  our 
iaheritance.  Ours  by  that  tie  of 
lofe,  stronger  than  death,  which 
has  linked  your  name,  for  the  end- 
less ages  of  time,  with  the  name  of 
Washington. 

**  At  the  painful  moment  of  part- 
iig  from  you,  we  take  comfort  in 
the  thought,  that  wherever  you  may 
be,  to  the  last  pulsation  of  your 
heart,  oar  country  will  be  ever  pre- 
sent to  your  affections;  and  a 
cbeehng  consolation  assures  us, 
tittt  we  are  not  called  to  sorrow 
most  of  an,  that  we  shall  see  your 
lace  DO  more.  We  shall  indulge 
the  pleasing  anticipation  of  behold- 
ing our  friend  again.  In  the  mean- 
time, ^leaking  in  the  name  of  the 
irhole  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  at  a  loes  only  for  language  to 
give  utterance  to  that  feeling  of 
attachment  with  which  the  heart  of 
the  nation  beats,  as  the  heart  of  one 
man — ^I  bid  you  a  reluctant  and  af- 
fectionate fitrewell.'' 


To  which  generul  La'  Fayette 
made  the  following  answer  : — 

^^  Amidst  all  my  obligations  to  the 
general  government,  and  particu- 
larly to  you,  sir,  its  respected  chief 
magistrate,  I  have  most  thankfully 
to  acknowledge  the  opportunity 
given  me  at  this  solemn  and  painful 
moment,  to  present  the  people  of 
the  United  States  with  a  parting 
tribute  of  profound,  inexpressible 
gratitude. 

"  To  have  been,  in  the  infant  and 
critical  days  of  these  states,  adopt- 
ed by  them  as  a  favorite  son^  to 
have  participated  in  the  toils  and 
perils  of  our  unspotted  struggle 
for  independence,  freedom  and 
equal  rights,  and  in  the  foundation 
of  the  American  era  of  a  new 
social  order,  which  has  already 
pervaded  this,  and  must,  for  the 
dignity  and  happiness  of  mankind, 
successively  pervade  every  part  of 
the  other  hemisphere,  to  have  re- 
ceived at  every  stage  of  the  revo- 
lution, and  during  forty  years  after 
that  period,  from  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  their  represent- 
atives at  home  and  abroad,  con- 
tinual marks  of  their  confidence 
and  kindness,  has  been  the  pride, 
the  encouragement,  the  support  of 
a  long  and  eventful  life. 

^^  But  how  could  I  find  words  to 
acknowledge  that  series  of  wel- 
comes, those  unbounded  and  uni- 
versal displays  of  public  affection, 
which  have  marked  each  step,  each 
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hour,  of  a  twelve  months*  progress  of  the  emancipation  of  the  world, 
through  the  twenty-four  states,  and  an  object  in  which  I  am  happy  to 
which,  while  they  overwhelm  my  observe  that  the  American  people, 
heart  with  grateful  delight,  have  while  they  give  the  animating  ex- 
most  satisfactorily  evinced  the  con-  ample  of  successful  free  institutions, 
currence  of  the  people  in  the  kind  in  return  for  an  evil  entailed  upon 
testimonies,  in  the  immense  favors  them  by  Europe,  and  of  which  a 
bestowed  on  me  by  the  several  liberal  and  enlightened  sense  is 
branches  of  their  representatives,  every  where  more  and  more  gene- 
in  every  part  and  at  the  central  seat  ndly  felt,  show  themselves  every 
of  the  confederacy.  day  more  anxiously  interested. 

*'  Yet,  gratifications  still  higher  "  And  now,  sir,  how  can  I  do 
awaited  me  ;  in  the  wonders  of  justice  to  my  deep  and  lively  feel- 
creation  and  improvement  that  ings  for  the  assurances,  most  pecu- 
have  met  my  enchanted  eye,  in  the  liarly  valued,  of  your  esteem  and 
unparalleled  and  self-felt  happiness  friendship,  for  your  so  very  kind 
of  the  people,  in  their  rapid  prosper-  references  to  old  times,  to  my  be- 
ity  and  insured  security,  pubUc  and  loved  associates,  to  the  vicissitudes 
private,  in  a  practice  of  good  order,  of  my  life,  for  your  affecting  picture 
the  appendage  of  true  freedom,  and  of  the  blessings  poured  by  the  seve- 
a  national  good  sense,  the  final  ar-  ral  generations  of  the  American 
biter  of  all  difficulties,  I  have  had  people  on  the  remaining  days  <^  a 
proudly  to  recognise  a  result  of  the  delighted  veteran,  for  your  affection- 
repubhcan  principles  for  which  we  ate  remarks  on  this  sad  hour  of  se- 
have  fought,  and  a  glorious  demon-  paration,  on  the  country  of  my  birth, 
stration  to  the  most  timid  and  pre-  ^i  I  can  say,  of  American  sympa- 
judiced  minds,  of  the  superiority,  thies,  on  the  hope  so  necessary  to 
over  degrading  aristocracy  or  des-  me  of  my  seeing  again  the  country 
potism,  of  popular  institutions  foun-  that  has  deigned,  near  a  half  a  cen- 
ded  on  the  plain  rights  of  man,  and  tury  ago,  to  call  me  hers  ?  I  shall 
where  the  local  rights  of  every  sec-  content  myself,  refraining  from  su- 
tion  are  preserved  under  a  consti-  perfluous  repetitions,  at  once,  bc- 
tutional  bond  of  union.  The  che-  fore  you,  sir,  and  this  respected 
rishing  of  that  union  between  the  circle,  to  proclaim  my  cordial  con- 
states, as  it  has  been  the  farewell  firmation  of  every  one  of  the  senti- 
entreatyofour  great  paternal  Wash-  ments  which  I  have  had  daily  op- 
ington,  and  will  ever  have  the  dying  portunities  publicly  to  utter,  from 
prayer  of  every  American  patriot,  the  time  when  your  venerable  pre- 
ao  it  has  become  the  sacred  pledge  decessor,  my  old  brother  in  arms 
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:uid  friend,  transmitted  to  me  the 
honorable  invitation  of  congress,  to 
this  day,  when  you,  my  dear  sir. 
Those  friendly  connexion  with  me 
dates  from  your  earliest  youth,  are 
going  to  consign  me  to  the  protec- 
tion^ across  the  Atlantic,of  the  heroic 
national  flag,  on  board  the  splendid 
{^hip,  the  name  of  which  has  been  not 
the  least  flattering  and  kind  among 
the  numberless  favors  conferred 
upon  me. 

^^  God  bless  you,  sir,  and  all  who 
surround  us.  God  bless  the  Ame- 
rican people,  each  of  their  states, 
and  the  federal  govenment.  Accept 
this  patriotic  farewell  of  an  over- 
flowing heart ;  such  will  be  its  last 
throb  when  it  ceases  to  beat.^' 

The  general  then  took  an  affec- 
tionate leave  of  every  individual 
present,  and  lefi  the  hospitable 
mansion  of  the  president.  He 
WIS  attended  to  the  vessel  by  the 
whole  population  of  the  district. 
All  business  was  at  a  stand,  and 
the  vast  multitude  which  lined  the 
i^hores,  witnessed  his  embarkation 
with  a  deep  silence,  highly  indica- 
tive of  the  feelings  that  the  Ameri- 
can people  cherished  towards  La 
Fayette.  In  passing  Mount  Ver- 
non, he  landed  to  pay  a  farewell 
visit  to  the  tomb  of  Washington. 
After  paying  this  last  tribute  of  re- 
spect to  the  remains  of  him,  who, 
as  the  father  and  chief  magistrate 
of  his  country,  remembered  his 
youthful  friend  while  in  the  dun* 


gcons  of  Ohnutz,  and  interfered  in 
liis  behalf,  when  his  own  country- 
men had  forgotten  him.  La  Fayette 
re-embarked,  and  afler  a  short 
voyage,  was  safely  landed  on  his 
paternal  soil. 

Thus  terminated  this  extraordi* 
nary  visit,  so  fruitful  in  incidents 
honorable  to  the  American  charac- 
ter, and  so  instrumental  in  reviving 
those  patriotic  recollections  which 
make  the  basis  of  a  strong  national 
feeling. 

The  50th  year  of  American  In- 
dependence now  approached  its 
termination,  and  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  sensible  of  their 
happy  condition,  and  grateful  for 
the  blessings  which  they  enjoyed, 
made  suitable  preparations  for  the 
expression  of  their  feelings  on  the 
annual  celebration  of  the  fourth  of 
July.  It  was  the  fiftieth  anniver- 
sary of  the  birth  day  of  the  first 
independent  power  of  the  western 
hemisphere.  Some  of  their  most 
eloquent  orators  and  ablest  states- 
men were  appointed  to  deliver 
those  orations  with  which  it  had 
been  customary  to  celebrate  that 
day.  The  retrospect  which  the 
occasion  prompted  them  to  take, 
was  full  of  the  deepest  interest. 
It  was  the  history  of  the  country, 
and  a  comparison  between  its 
infancy  -and  its  maturity.  A  com- 
parison with  which  every  heart  was 
full,  and  which,  when  drawn  by 
the  master  spirit  of  an  orator,  could 
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of  this  union,  in  their  successive  executive  functions  in  their  various 
generations.  Since  the  adoption  relations  to  foreign  affairs,  to  the 
of  this  social  compact,  one  of  these  revenue  and  expenditures,  and  to 
generations  has  passed  away.  It  the  military  force  of  the  union  by 
is  the  work  of  our  r>refathers. —  land  and  sea.  A  co-ordinate  depart* 
Administered  by  some  of  the  most  ment  of  the  judiciary  has  cxpound- 
eminent  men,  who  contributed  to  ed  the  constitution  and  the  laws ; 
its  formation,  through  a  most  event-  settling,  in  harmonious  coincidence 
ful  period  in  the  annals  of  the  with  the  legislative  will,  numerous 
world,  and  through  all  the  vicissi-  weighty  questions  of  construction 
tudes  of  peace  and  war,  incidental  which  the  imperfection  of  human 
to  the  condition  of  associated  man,  language  had  rendered  unavoidable, 
it  has  not  disappointed  the  hopes  The  year  of  jubilee  since  the  first 
and  aspirations  of  those  illustrious  formation  of  our  union,  has  just 
benefactors  of  their  age  and  na-  elappkl ;  that  of  the  declaration  of 
tion.  It  has  promoted  the  lasting  our  independence  is  at  hand.  The 
welfare  of  that  country,  so  dear  to  consummation  of  both  was  effect- 
us  all ;  it  has,  to  an  extent,  far  be-  ed  by  this  constitution.  Since  that 
yond  the  ordinary  lot  of  humanity,  period,  a  population  of  four  mil- 
secured  the  freedom  and  happiness  hons  has  multiplied  to  twelve.  A 
of  this  people.  We  now  receive  territory  bounded  by  the  Mississip- 
it  as  a  precious  inheritance  from  pi,  has  been  extended  from  sea  to 
those  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  sea.  New  states  have  been  admit- 
its  establishment,  doubly  bound  by  ted  to  the  union,  in  numbers  nearly 
the  examples  which  they  have  lefl  equal  to  those  of  the  first  confede- 
us,  and  by  the  blessings  which  we  ration.  Treaties  of  peace,  amity 
have  enjoyed,  as  the  fruits  of  their  and  commerce,  have  been  conclu- 
labors,  to  transmit  the  same,  unim-  ded  with  the  principal  dominions 
paired,  to  tlie  succeeding  genera-  of  the  earth.  The  people  of  other 
tion.  nations,  inhabitants  of  regions  ac- 
"  In  the  compass  of  thirty-six  quired,  not  by  conquests,  but  by 
years,  since  this  great  national  co-  compact,  have  been  united  with  us 
vcnant  was  instituted,  a  body  of  in  the  participation  of  our  rights 
laws  enacted  under  its  authority,  and  duties,  of  our  burdens  and 
and  in  conformity  with  its  provi-  blessings.  The  forest  has  fallen 
sions,  has  unfolded  its  powers,  and  by  the  axe  of  our  woodsmen — the 
carried  into  practical  operation  its  soil  has  been  made  to  teem  by  the 
effective  energies.  Subordinate  tillage  of  our  farmers  ;  our  corn- 
departments  have  distributed   the.  merce  has  whitened  every  ocean. 
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The  dominion  of  man,  over  phy- 
skal  natur^,  has  heen  extended  by 
the  invoition  of  our  artists.  Li- 
berty and  law  have  marched  hand 
in  hand.  AH  the  purposes  of  hu- 
man aasociation  have  been  accom- 
plished as  effectively  as  under  any 
other  government  on  the  globe  ; 
and  at  a  cost,  little  exceeding,  in  a 
whole  generation,  the  expenditures 
of  other  nations  in  a  single  year. 

^*  Such  is  the  unexaggerated  pic- 
ture of  our  condition,  under  a  con- 
stitution founded  upon  the  repub- 
lican principle  of  equal  rights.    To 
admit    that    this    picture    has  its 
shades,  is  but  to  say,  that  it  is  still 
the  condition  of  men  upon  earth. 
From  evil,  physical,  moral  and  po- 
litical, it  is  not  our  claim  to  be 
eiempt.     We  have  suffered,  some- 
times by  the  visitation  of  Heaven, 
through    disease  ;    often    by    the 
vrongs  and  injustice  of  other  na- 
tions, even  to  the  extremities  of 
war ;    and  lastly,    by  dissensions 
among  ourselves — dissensions,  per- 
haps, inseparable  from  the  enjoy- 
iDent  of  freedom,  but  which  have 
more  than  once  appeared  to  threaten 
the  dissolution  of  the  union,   and 
vrth  it,  the  overthrow  of  all  the 
enjoyments  of  our  present  lot,  and 
>U  our  earthly  hopes  of  the  future. 
The  causes  of  these  dissensions 
have  been  various,  founded  upon 
ihfferences  of   speculation  in  the 
theory  of  republican  government ; 
iipoQ  conflicting  views  of  policy. 


in  our  relations  with  foreign  na- 
tions ;  upon  jealousies  of  partial 
and  sectional  interests,  aggravated 
by  prejudices  and  prepossessions, 
which  strangers  to  each  other  are 
ever  apt  to  entertain. 

^^  It  is  a  source  of  gratification 
and  of  encouragement  to  me,  to 
observe  that  the  great  result  of  this 
experiment  upon  the  theory  of  hu- 
man rights,  has,  at  the  close  of  that 
generation  by  which  it  was  formed, 
been  crowned  with  success  equal 
to  the  most  sanguine  expectations 
of  its  founders.  Union,  justice, 
tranquillity,  the  common  defence, 
the  general  welfare,  and  the  bless- 
ings of  liberty — all  have  been  pro- 
moted by  the  government  under 
which  we  have  hved.  Standing 
at  this  point  of  time  ;  looking  back 
to  that  generation  which  has  gone 
by,  and  forward  to  that  which  is 
advancing,  we  may,  at  once,  in- 
dulge in  grateful  exultation,  and  in 
cheering  hope.  From  the  experi- 
ence of  the  past,  we  derive  in- 
structive lessons  for  the  future. 
Of  the  two  great  political  parties 
which  have  divided  the  opinions 
and  feelings  of  our  country,  the 
candid  and  the  just  will  now  ad- 
mit, that  both  have  contributed 
splendid  talents,  spotless  integrity, 
ardent  patriotism,  and  disinterest- 
ed sacrifices,  to  the  formation  and 
administration  of  this  government ; 
and  that  both  have  required'  a  libe- 
ral indulgence  for  a  portion  of  hu- 
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of  this  union,  in  their  successive 
generations.  Since  the  adoption 
of  this  social  compact,  one  of  these 
generations  has  passed  away.  It 
is  the  work  of  our  f  )rcfathors. — 
Administered  by  some  of  the  most 
eminent  men,  who  contributed  to 
its  formation,  through  a  most  event- 
ful period  in  the  annals  of  the 
world,  and  through  all  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  peace  and  war,  incidental 
to  the  condition  of  associated  man, 
it  has  not  disappointed  the  hopes 
and  aspirations  of  those  illustrious 
benefactors  of  their  age  and  na- 
tion. It  has  promoted  the  lasting 
welfare  of  that  country,  so  dear  to 
us  all ;  it  has,  to  an  extent,  far  be- 
yond the  ordinary  lot  of  liumanity, 
secured  the  freedom  and  happiness 
of  this  people.  We  now  receive 
it  as  a  precious  inheritance  from 
those  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for 
its  establishment,  doubly  bound  by 
the  examples  which  they  have  left 
us,  and  by  the  blessings  which  we 
have  enjoyed,  as  the  fruits  of  their 
labors,  to  transmit  the  same,  unim- 
paired, to  the  succeeding  genera- 
tion. 

"  In  the  compass  of  thirty-six 
years,  since  this  great  national  co- 
venant was  instituted,  a  body  of 
laws  enacted  under  its  authority, 
and  in  conformity  with  its  provi- 
sions, has  unfolded  its  powers,  and 
carried  into  practical  operation  its 
effective  energies.  Subordinate 
departments  have  distributed  the. 
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The  dominion  of  man.  over  phy- 
siciJ  natur^,  has  been  extended  by 
the  ioToition  of  our  artists.  Li- 
berty and  law  have  marched  hand 
in  hand.  AH  the  purposes  of  hu- 
man  anociation  have  been  accom- 
plished as  effectively  as  under  any 
other  government  on  the  globe  ; 
and  at  a  cost,  httle  exceeding,  in  a 
whole  generation,  the  expenditures 
of  other  nations  in  a  single  year. 

^^  Such  is  the  unexaggerated  pic- 
ture of  our  condition,  under  a  con- 
stitution founded  upon  the  repub- 
lican principle  of  equal  rights.  To 
admit  that  this  picture  has  its 
shades,  is  but  to  say,  that  it  is  still 
the  condition  of  men  upon  earth. 
From  evil,  physical,  moral  and  po- 
litical, it  is  not  our  claim  to  be 
exempt.  We  have  suffered,  some- 
times by  the  visitation  of  Heaven, 
through  disease  ;  often  by  tlie 
vrongs  and  injustice  of  other  na- 
tions, even  to  the  extremities  of 
war  ;  and  lastly,  by  dissensions 
among  ourselves— ^lissensions,  per- 
haps, inseparable  from  the  enjoy- 
ment of  freedom,  but  which  have 
more  than  once  appeared  to  threaten 
tlie  dissolution  of  the  union,  and 
with  it,  the  overthrow  of  all  the 
enjoyments  of  our  present  lot,  and 
all  our  earthly  hopes  of  tlie  future. 
The  causes  of  these  dissensions 
have  been  various,  founded  upon 
<fiffereDces  of  speculation  in  the 
theory  of  republican  government ; 
iipoo   conflicting  views  of  policy. 


in  our  relations  with  foreign  na- 
tions; upon  jealousies  of  partial 
and  sectional  interests,  aggravated 
by  prejudices  and  prepossessions, 
which  strangers  to  each  other  are 
ever  apt  to  entertain. 

^^  It  is  a  source  of  gratification 
and  of  encouragement  to  me,  to 
observe  tliat  the  great  result  of  this 
experiment  upon  the  theory  of  hu- 
man rights,  has,  at  the  close  of  that 
generation  by  which  it  was  formed, 
been  crowned  with  success  equal 
to  the  most  sanguine  expectations 
of  its  founders.  Union,  justice, 
tranquillity,  the  common  defence, 
the  general  welfare,  and  the  bless- 
ings of  liberty — all  have  been  pro- 
moted by  the  government  under 
which  we  have  hved.  Standing 
at  this  point  of  time  ;  looking  back 
to  that  generation  which  has  gone 
by,  and  forward  to  that  which  is 
advancing,  we  may,  at  once,  in- 
dulge in  grateful  exultation,  and  in 
cheering  hope.  From  the  experi- 
ence of  the  past,  we  derive  in- 
structive lessons  for  the  future. 
Of  the  two  great  political  parties 
which  have  divided  the  opinions 
and  feelings  of  our  country,  the 
candid  and  tlie  just  will  now  ad- 
mit, that  both  have  contributed 
splendid  talents,  spotless  integrity, 
ardent  patriotism,  and  disinterest- 
ed sacrifices,  to  the  formation  and 
administration  of  this  government ; 
and  that  both  have  required-  a  libe- 
ral indulgence  for  a  portion  of  hu- 
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man  infirmity  and  error.  The  re- 
volutionary wars  of  Europe,  com- 
mencing precisely  at  the  moment 
when  the  government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  first  went  into  operation 
under  this  constitution,  excited  a 
collision  of  sentiments  and  of  sym- 
pathies, which  kindled  all  the  pas- 
sions, and  embittered  the  conflict 
of  parties,  till  the  nation  was  in- 
volved in  war,  and  the  union  was 
shaken  to  its  centre.  This  time  of 
trial  embraced  a  period  of  five  and 
twenty  years,  during  which,  the  po- 
licy of  the  union,  in  its  relations 
with  Europe,  constituted  the  prin- 
cipal basis  of  our  political  divi- 
sions, and  the  most  arduous  part  of 
the  action  of  our  federal  govern- 
ment. With  the  catastrophe  in 
which  the  wars  of  the  French  re- 
volution terminated,  and  our  own 
subsequent  peace  virith  Great  Bri- 
tain, this  baneful  weed  of  party 
strife  was  uprooted.  From  that 
time,  no  difference  of  principle, 
connected  either  with  the  theory 
of  government,  or  with  our  inter- 
course with  foreign  nations,  has 
existed,  or  been  called  forth,  in 
force  sufficient  to  sustain  a  con- 
tinued combination  of  parties,  or 
give  more  than  wholesome  anima- 
tion to  public  sentiment,  or  legis- 
lative debate.  Our  political  creed 
18,  without  a  dissenting  voice  that 
can  be  heard,  that  the  wiU  of  the 
people  is  the  source,  and  the  hap- 
piness of  the  people  the  end,  of  all 


legitimate  government  upon  earth 
— ^That  the  best  security  for  the 
beneficence,  and  the  best  guarantj 
against  the  abuse  of  power,  con- 
sists in  the  freedom,  the  purity,  and 
the  frequency  of  popular  electioiis 
— ^That  the  general  government  of 
the  union,  and  the  separate  go- 
vernments of  the  states,  are  aD 
sovereignties  of  limited  powers ; 
fellow  servants  of  the  same  maJs- 
ters,  uncontrolled  within  their  re- 
spective spheres,  uncontroUable  hj 
encroachments  upon  each  other — 
That  the  firmest  security  of  peace, 
is  the  preparation,  during  peace,  of 
the  defences  of  war — ^That  a  rigo- 
rous economy,  and  accountability 
of  public  expenditures,  should 
guard  against  the  aggravation,  and 
alleviate,  when  possible,  the  bur- 
den of  taxation — ^That  the  military 
should  be  kept  in  strict  subordina- 
tion to  the  civil  power — ^That  the 
freedom  of  the  press,  and  of  reli- 
gious opinion,  should  be  inviolate 
— ^That  the  policy  of  our  country 
is  peace,  and  the  ark  of  our  salva- 
tion union,  are  articles  of  fiuth 
upon  which  we  are  all  agreed.  If 
there  have  been  those  who  doubt- 
ed whether  a  confederated  repre- 
sentative democracy  were  a  go- 
vernment competent  to  the  wise 
and  orderly  management  of  the 
common  concerns  of  a  mighty  na- 
tion, those  doubts  have  been  dis- 
pelled. If  there  have  been  pro- 
jects of  partial  confederacies,  to  be 
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•feeted  upon  tbe  nuns  of  the  union, 
they  have  been  scattered  to  the 
winds.  If  there  bare  been  dan- 
ferons  attachments  to  one  foreign 
Butioa,  and  antipathies  against  an- 
other, tfaej  have  been  extinguish- 
ed. Ten  years  of  peace,  at  home 
and  abroad,  have  assuaged  the  ani- 
Hioaitke  of  political  contention, 
and  bieaded  into  harmony  the  most 
Awondint  dements  of  public  opi- 
aioa.  There  still  remains  one  ef- 
fort of  magnanimity,  one  sacrifice 
of  prejudice  and  passion,  to  be 
■ide  by  the  indifiduals  throughout 
the  nation,  who  have  heretofore 
feBowed  the  atandards  of  political 
party.  It  is  that  of  discarding 
eveiy  renyiaat  of  rancor  against 
etch  other;  of  embracing,  as 
eounfrymen  and  friends;  and  of 
jidding  to  talents  and  Tirtue  alone, 
thit  coafidenoe  which,  in  times  of 
contention  lor  principle,  was  be- 
stowed ddy  upon  those  who  bore 
the  badge  of  parly  communion. 

^  The  coDisions  of  party  spirit, 
which  originate  in  speculative  opi- 
aiotts,  or  in  diflferent  views  of  ad- 
nmurtrative  pdicy,  are,  in  their  na- 
ture, transitory.  Those  which  are 
founded  on  get^^phical  divisions, 
idveise  interests  of  soil,  climate, 
and  modes  of  domestic  life,  are 
BK>re  permanent,  and,  therefore, 
pcrhapi,  more  dangerous.  It  is 
this  wftkh  gives  inestimable  value 
^0  tbe  character  of  our  govern- 


ment, at  once  federal  and  national. 
It  holds  out  to  us  a  perpetual  ad- 
monition to  preserve,  alike  and 
vrith  equal  anxiety,  the  rights  of 
each  individual  state  in  its  own  go- 
vernment, and  the  rights  of  the 
whole  nation,  in  that  of  the  union. 
Whatever  is  of  domestic  concern- 
ment, unconnected  vrith  the  other 
members  of  the  union,  or  with  fo- 
reign lands,  belongs  exclusively  to 
the  administration  of  the  state  go- 
vernments. Whatsoever  directly 
involves  the  rights  and  interests  of 
the  federative  fraternity,  or  of  fo- 
reign powers,  is  of  the  resort  of 
this  general  government.  The  du- 
ties of  both  are  obrious  in  the  ge- 
neral principle,  though  sometimes 
perplexed  with  difficulties  in  the 
detail.  To  respect  the  rights  of 
the  state  governments  is  the  inrio^ 
lable  duty  of  that  of  the  union :  the 
government  of  every  state  wiU  feel 
its  own  obligation  to  respect  and 
preserve  the  rights  of  the  whole. 
The  preju^es  every  where  too 
commonly  entertained  against  dis- 
tant strangers,  are  worn  away,  and 
the  jealousies  of  jarring  interests 
are  allayed  by  the  composition  and 
functions  of  the  great  national 
councils,  annually  assembled  from 
all  quarters  of  the  union,  at  this 
place.  Here  the  distingubhed  men 
from  every  section  of  our  country, 
while  meeting  to  deliberate  upon 
the  great  interests  of  those  by^ 
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whom  they  are  deputed,  learn  to  To  improve  the  orgamzitii 

estimate  the  talents,  and  do  justice  discipline  of  the  army-— T 

to  the  virtues  of  each  other.    The  vide  and  sustain  a  school  i 

harmony  of  the  nation  is  promoted,  tary  science— To  extend  mp 

and  the  whole  union  is  knit  toge-  tection  to  all  the  great  intn 

ther  by  the  sentiments  of  mutual  the  nation — ^To  promote  th 

respect, ,  the  habits  of  social  inter-  zation  of  the  Indian  tribea ; 

course,  and  the  ties  of  personal  To  proceed  in  the  great  sjfi 

friendship,  formed  between  the  re-  internal  improvements,  wit] 

presentatives  of  its  several  parts,  limits  of  the  constitutiottal 

in  the  performance  of  their  ser-  of  the  union.     Under  the. 

vice  at  this  metropolis.  of  these  promises,  made  1 

^'  Passing  from  this  general  re-  eminent  citizen,  at  the  time 

view  of  the  purposes  and  injunc-  first  induction  to  this  offioeii 

tions  of  the  federal  c(mstitution,  career  of  eight  years,  the  i 

and  their  results,  as  indicating  the  taxes  have  been  repealed 

first  traces  of  the  path  of  duty,  in  millions  of  the  pubSc  deb 

the  discharge  of  my  public  trust,  I  been   discharged  ;y  proviric 

turn  to  the  administration  of  my  been  made  for  the  comibrt 

immediate  predecessor,  as  the  se-  lief  of  the    aged  and  io 

cond.      It  has  passed  away  in  a  among  the  surviving  wad 

period  of  profound  peace;   how  the  revolution;  the  r^uhr 

much  to  the  satis&ction  of  our  force  has  been  reduced,  ,i 

country,  and  to  the  honor  of  our  constitution  revised  and  pQtl 

country's  name,  is  known  to  you  the  accountability  for  the  e: 

all.    The  great  features  of  its  po-  tures  of  public  moneys  ha 

licy,  ivgenoral  concurrence  with  made  more  effective ;  the  i 

the  will  of  the  legislature,  have  have  been  peaceably  acquir 

been — ^To  cherish  peace  while  pre-  our  boundary  has  been  ezta 

paring  for  defensive  war — ^To  yield  the  Pacific  ocean ;   the  ii 

exact  justice  to  other  nations,  and  dence  of  the  southern  nati 

maintain  the  rights  of  our  own —  this  hemisphere  has  been 

To  cherish  the  principles  of  free-  nized,  and  recommendedi 

dom  and  of  equal  rights,  wherever  ample  and  by  council,  to  ( 

they   were    proclaimed — ^To   dis-  tentates  of  Europe ;  progn 

charge,  with  all  possible  promp-  been  made  in  the  defence 

titude,  the  national  debt — ^To  re-  country,  by  fortifications  a 

duce,  within  the  narrowest  limits  increase  of  the  navy — towai 

of  efficiency,  the  military  force—  effectual  suppression  of  the  ^ 
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Infie  in  daves — in  aDuring  the 
abonginal  iianten  of  our  land  to 
tbe  eakifmtiQD  of  the  aoil  and  of 
the  imnd  m  eiploring  the  inte- 
fior  fe§flooB  of  the  onion,  and  in 
praparing,  I17  scientific  researches 
and  aurfeys,  fiy  the  further  appli- 
cation of  our  national  resources  to 
the  inlemal  improTement  of  our 


**  lb  this  brief  outline  of  the  pro- 
peffoimance  of  my  ini- 
aediate  predecessor,  the  line  of 
dilj,  fiir  Us  socceasc^,  is  clearly 
deiaeatied.  To  pursue  to  their 
fwummiiliwi  those  purposes  of 
iBpiiifenient  m  our  common  con* 
dilioii,  ostitnted  or  recommended 
by  Ub,  win  embrace  the  whole 
iphflfe  of  117  obligations.  To  the 
tofieof  inlenial  improvement,  em- 
flitif  slly  urged  by  him  at  his  in- 
I  recur  with  peculiar 
'It  is  that  fixMU  which 
1  am  eonvineed  that  the  unborn 
mOioaB  of  oar  posterity,  who  are 
in  ftture  ages  to  people  this  con- 
tiaeBt,  will  derive  their  most  fer- 
nal  gratitude  to  the  founders  of 
Ae  anion;  that  in  which  the  be- 
aefteenl  action  of  its  ^vemment 
Wffl  be  most  deeply  felt  and  ac- 
faiowle^ged.  The  magnificence 
md  splendor  <^  their  public  works 
tn  amoi^  the  imperishable  glo- 
ries of  the  ancient  republics.  The 
modi  and  aqueducts  of  Rome 
kave  been  die  admiration  of  all 
iftef  aces«   and    have    Borvived, 


thousands  of  years,  after  all  her 
conquests  have  been  swallowed  up 
in  despotism,  or  become  the  q>oil 
of  barbarians.  Some  diversity  of 
opinion  has  prevaUed  with  regard 
to  the  powers  of  congress  for  le- 
gislation upon  objects  of  this  na- 
ture. The  most  respectful  defe- 
rence is  due  to  doubts,  originating 
in  pure  patriotism,  and  sustained 
by  venerated  authority.  But  near- 
ly twenty  years  have  passed  since 
the  construction  of  the  first  na^ 
tional  road  was  commenced.  The 
authority  for  its  construction  was 
then  unquestioned.  To  how  ma* 
ny  thousands  of  our  countrymen 
has  it  proved  a  benefit  ?  To  what 
angle  individual  has  it  ever  proved 
an  injury  ?  Repeated  liberal  and 
candid  discussions  in  the  legisla- 
ture have  conciliated  the  senti- 
ments, and  approximated  the  opi- 
nions of  enlightened  minds,  upon 
the  question  of  constitutional  pow- 
er. I  cannot  but  hope,  that,  by 
the  same  process  of  friendly,  pa- 
tient, and  persevering  deliberation, 
all  constitutional  objections  will 
ultimately  be  removed.  The  ex- 
tent and  limitation  of  the  powers 
of  the  general  government,  in  re- 
lation to  this  transcendently  im- 
portant interest,  will  be  settled  and 
acknowledged,  to  the  common  sa- 
tisfiustion  of  all ;  and  every  specu* 
lative  scruple  will  be  solved  by  a 
practical  public  blessing. 
**  Fellow  citizens,   you  ar<^  ao. 
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qoainted  with  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  the  recent  election, 
which  have  resulted  in  afibrding 
me  the  opportunity  of  addressing 
you  at  this  time.  You  have  heard 
the  exposition  of  the  principles 
which  will  direct  me  in  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  high  and  solemn  trust 
imposed  upon  me  in  this  station. 
Less  possessed  of  your  confidence, 
in  advance,  than  any  of  my  prede«> 
cessorS)  1  am  deeply  conscious  of 
the  prospect  that  I  shall  stand  more 
and  oflener  in  need  of  your  in- 
dulgence. Intentions  upright  and 
pure ;  a  heart  devoted  to  the  wel- 
fare of  our  country,  and  the  un- 
ceasing application  of  the  faculties 
allotted  to  me,  to  her  service,  are 
all  the  pledges  that  I  can  give  for 
the  feithful  performance  of  the  ar* 
duous  duties  I  am  to  undertake. 
To  the  guidance  of  the  legislative 
coimcils ;  to  the  assistance  of  the 
executive  and  subordinate  depart- 
ments; to  the  friendly  co-opera- 
tion of  the  respective  state  govern- 
ments; to  the  candid  and  liberal 
support  of  the  people,  so  fiu*  as  it 
may  be  deserved  by  honest  indus- 
try and  zeal,  I  shall  look  fi)r  what- 
ever success  may  attend  my  public 
service :  and  knowing  that,  except 
the  Lord  keep  the  city,  the  watch- 
man waketh  but  ii|  vain,  with  fer- 
vent supplications  for  his  fiivor,  to 
his  overruling  Providence,  I  com- 
mit^ with  humble  but  fearless  confi- 


dence, my  own  &te,  and  the  future 
destinies  of  my  country." 

The  vacancies  which  were  made 
in  the  catMnet  by  the  election  of 
the  secretary  of  state  and  war  to 
the  presidency  and  vice-presidency^ 
and  by  the  retirement  of  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury,  rendered  it  expe- 
dient to  convene  the  senate,  imme- 
diately after  the  dissolution  of  the 
ei|^teenth  congress.  On  the  4th 
of  March,  the  same  day  when  the 
president  was  inaugurated,  the 
members  assembled,  and  after  the 
necessary  formalities  were  gone 
through,  the  vice-president  took 
the  chair,  and  addressed  the  senate 
upon  the  importance  of  its  duties, 
and  the  immediate  dependence  of 
all  the  other  departments  of  the 
government  upcm  that  body.  Af- 
ter glandng  at  the  construction  of 
the  senate,  and  commending  the 
character  it  had  sustained,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  say,  that  while  presiding, 
^^  he  should  only  regard  the  senate 
and  its  duties,  and  should  strive 
with  a  feeling  of  pride  to  preserve 
the  high  character  already  attained 
by  the  senate  for  dignity  and  wis- 
dom, and  to  elevate  it,  if  possible, 
stiU  higher  in  public  esteem." 
The  new  members  then  appeared, 
and  took  their  seats.  Upon  the 
presentation  of  the  credentials  of 
Mr.  Lannian,  of  Connecticut,  a 
question  was  raised  as  to  his  right 
to  a  scat  under  the  following  cir- 
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em^tHMes.    Previoui  to  the  es-  tkm  was  there  raised  as  to  his  ngbe 

piialieii  of  his^  term  of  service,  <iw  to  take  his  seat    Hw  senate  then 

hgiJatiae  of  Coonectieut  had  e»*  determined  in  &¥or  of  Mr«  Tracy 

deavoredwilboutsaoeeBs  to  choose  l^avoteef  lato  10. 
a  perana  to  fli  the  vacancy  when-       Two  cases  airinequently  occur- 

ever  k  Aoold  occur,  md  finally  ted  sinular  to  this  precedent,  m. 

a^ievnad  without  making  a  choice.  Joseph  AndenKm,  a  senator  torn 

Aftet  the  atyouMieBt  of  the  tegifr  Tenneasee,  in  16091,  ami  MinWd- 


the  governor  tranBOutted  to  liams,  torn  Tennessee,  in  tStT. 

Ifr.  Lainan  a  temporary  appoint*  To  the  admission  and  qoalificatioil 

■ant  as  aeoalor,  in  contemplation  of  these  senators  no  objection  wae 

of  tiK  vaean^,  under  that  part  of  made.     The  question  was  eonsi^ 

the  coHtitntion   aotborisinf    a{K  dered  as  settled  by  the  decision  hi 

painhBenta   by  liie  stale   execi»-  1801,  and  they  took  their  seats, 

tiiea,  **  when  vxcanciee  happen  by  The  aenate  now,  however,  came  to 

Wignation   or  otherwise,  during  an  opposite  conclusion,  and  by  a 

the  feeesB  of  the  legislature."  vote  of  23  to  IS,  decided  that  Mr. 

▲  eenunittee  was  appointed  to  Tianman  was  not  entided  to  hitf 

aEnrahlbrpteeedents,  and  reported  seat. 

(he  IbBowing  cases  bearing  on  die  The  senate  then  went  into  the 

fieatkin  belbre  the  senate.  oonsideratiott  of  executive 


On  die  C7th  of  Aprd,   1797,    ness,  and  confirmed  the  nomina^ 
WiElna  Gocke  was  appointed  a    tions  made  by  the  President  for 


fay  the  governor  of  Ten*  the  several  departments.     Henry 

to  ill  the  valiancy  caused  Cky,  of  Kentucky,  was  appointed 

bf  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  secretary  of  state ;  Richard  Rush, 

service  cm  the  Sd  of  March  pre-  of  Pransyhrania,  secretary  of  the 

eedlAg.  and  UhA  his  seat  on  the  treasury  ;  James  Barbour,  of  Yn*. 

IMb  of  May,  and  was  qualified.  ginia,  secretary  of  war. 

Tins  case  differed  fi-om  Mr.  Lan-  To    the    appointment   cf  Mr. 

BMi^a  only  in  the  fact  that  Mr.  Clay,  a  warm  opposition  was  mad^ 

€!ocke  was  appointed  after  the  va^  on  the  part  of  a  few  senators,  and 

ean^  had  occurred,  and  Mr.  L.  the  injunction  of  secrecy  being  re- 


appointed b  anticipation  of  a  moved,  the  rote  appeared  to  have 

faeaney.    The  case  of  Uriah  Tra-  been  27  in  favor,  and  14  ag^tinst 

cy,  torn  Connecticut,  in  1801,  re-  it. 

seraUed  the  one  before  the  senate        Mr.    Noble,   of  Indiana,   who 

in  every  particular,  and  the  ques-  came  in  after  the  vote  had  been 
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not  but  find  a  respondent  feeling  in 
the  bosom  of  a  native  audience. 
On  that  day,  the  American  people, 
from  Maine  to  Louisiana,  and  from 
the  Atlantic  ocean  to  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  as?cnibled  in  every  city 
and  hamlet,  to  celebrate  their  na- 
tional jubilee. 

At  that  eventful  moment,  when 
millions  of  their  fellow-citizens 
were  dwelling  on  their  names  with 
the  most  grateful  sentiments,  the 
two  venerable  ex-presidents,  Adams 
and  Jefferson,  departed  this  life. 

There  was  something  in  this  co- 
incidence, which  made  the  deepest 
impression  on  the  public  mind. 
These  extraordinary  men  had,  in 
the  morning  of  their  lives,  with 
kindred  feelings,  engaged  in  the 
contest  which  finally  separated 
the  United  States  from  Great  Bri- 
tain.    They  had  contributed,  each 


tliey  were  called,  one  by  the  voice 
of  the  people,  and  the  other,  by 
the  choice  of  Washington,  to  the 
public  councils.  Adams  to  preside 
over  the  senate,  and  Jefferson  to 
conduct  the  foreign  relations  of 
the  country.  They  were  subse- 
quently chosen,  each  in  his  turn, 
as  chief  magistrates  of  the  repub- 
he,  and  aflerwards,  in  dignified  re- 
tirement, they  witnessed  the  unex- 
ampled advance  of  their  country, 
in  population  and  wealth,  and  the 
progressive  triumph  of  the  cause 
in  which  they  had  been  fellow-la- 
borers, by  the  emancipation  of  the 
remainder  of  the  continent.  This 
triumph  was  now  complete.  The 
western  world  had  achieved  its  in- 
dependenccyand  their  own  country 
stood  at  its  head,  respected  by  the 
independent  powers  of  America,  as 
their  guide  and  their  protector.  The 


in  his  turn,  to  the  declaration  of    parties  into  which  their  fellow-citi- 


the  independence  of  their  country. 
The  one  as  the  author,  and  the 
other  as  its  most  efficient  supporter 
and  eloquent  advocate.  By  their 
devotion  to  the  public  cause,  and 
their  pre-eminent  abilities,  they  had 
earned  the  proud  distinction  among 
that  band  of  patriots  who  sat  in 
the  Continental  Congress,  of  be- 
ing placed  with  the  few  for  whom 
no  act  of  amnesty  or  pardon  re- 
mained. Their  only  hope  of  safety 
was  in  the  complete  success  of  the 
American  cause.  Upon  the  adop- 
tion of  the    fedeFal   constitution, 


zens  had  been  divided,  and  which 
claimed  them  as  their  respective 
chiefs,  had  forgotten  their  political 
differences,  and  were  now  united 
as  one  family,  afler  the  example  of 
their  leaders.  Their  lives  had  been 
protracted  beyond  the  term  ordi- 
narily assigned  to  man,  as  if  to  en- 
able them  to  witness  this  consum- 
mation of  their  labors,  and  on  that 
anniversary  which,  as  the  termina- 
tion of  their  lives  approached,  the^ 
had  earnestly  desired  to  see,  they 
sunk  together  into  an  honored 
grave. 


CHAPTER  11. 


tumgun^^om   cf  PretiderU,     Meeting  of  Si 

7W^  vtfik  Colombia — Opposition — Creek 

Jain — C^gpUuM  Potier  and  Stewart — Iriti 


On  the  4th  March,  1825,  pnr- 
sout  to  the  established  euBtom, 
the  pre»deiit  elect,  Mr.  A^pns, 
wai  sworn  into  office  by  the  Chief 
iofltice  of  the  Umted  State*,  (John 
ManhaiL,)  in  the  hail  of  the  house 
of  rqiieaentatiTea.  A  large  con- 
cooraeofdiftingaiahed  strangers  and 
cjlisens  attended  to  witness  the  cere- 
Boay ,  and  to  hear  the  addres8,which, 
sceoidiiig  to  the  example  of  his 

he  delivered  at  his 
Great  interest  was 
feK  OB  this  Bubiect,  as  those  pro- 
dm?tiiTtif  bad  usuaDj  contained  the 
general  principles  upon  which  the 
eieeative  intended  to  administw 
tbe  government.  The  discourse, 
from  its  importance,  is  worthy  of 
a  phee  in  this  yolume,  and  is  as 
fiiflows: 

«•  In  compliance  with  an  usage, 
coeval  with  the  existence  of  our 
federal  constitution,  and  sanction- 
ed by  the  example  of  my  predeces- 
sors in  the  career  upon  which  I  am 
about  to  enter,  I  appear,  my  fel- 


low-citizens, in  your  presence,  and 
in  that  of  heaven,  to  bind  myself 
by  the  solemnities  of  a  religious 
obligation,  to  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  the  duties  allotted  to  me, 
in  tbe  station  to  which  I  have  been 
called. 

^  In  unfolding  to  my  country- 
men the  principles  by  which  I  shall 
be  governed,  in  the  fulfilment  of 
those  duties,  my  first  resort  will  be 
to  that  constitution,  which  I  shall 
swear,  to  the  best  of  my  abihty,  to 
preserve,  protect  and  defend.  That 
revered  instrument  enumerates  the 
powers,  and  prescribes  the  duties 
of  the  executive  magistrate  ;  and, 
in  its  first  words,  declares  the  pur- 
poses to  which  these,  and  the  whole 
action  of  the  government,  institu- 
ted by  it,  should  be  invariably  and 
sacredly  devoted — ^to  form  a  more 
perfect  union,  establish  justice,  en- 
sure domestic  tranquillity,  provide 
for  the  common  defence,  promote 
the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the 
blessings  of  liberty  to  the  people 
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render  it  nugalcny,  and  to  degrade  Ikoy  were  left  ibee  to  ^shooee  aa 

it8/«iffice  from  a  body  having  power  between  Adams  and  Jackaon.    bi 

to  dedde^  into  one  possessing  only  Maryland  and  IlfinoiBttfaoqighJaek> 

the  hgl^  to  sanction  the  vote  of  a  aon  receired  the  greater  Bmnber  of 

phiraUty  of  the  electors.  Sectoral   votes,   Adama  obtaeMd 

They  also  denied  that  the  will  of  more  of  the  suflfrages  at  the  poBa, 
the  people  was  expressed  in  &vor  and  that  in  Louisiana  the  sopport 
of  general  Jackson,  and  said  that  of  both  was  nearly  equal,  and  that 
in  New  Jersey,  Maryland,  North  that  support  had  been  obtamed  by 
Carolina,  and  Louisiana,  the  elec-  virtue  of  an  arrangement  among 
Coral  votes  were  procured  by  poli-  their  friends  in  the  legisktuvo,  and 
tical  combinations,  for  the  very  afforded  no  criterion  of  popular  fa- 
purpose  of  defeating  the  popular  vor. 

CMididates  in  those  states,  and  to  Such  were  the  arguments  omed 

carry  the  election  into  congress;  both  by  the  opponents  and  eiqp- 

that  in  the  two  former  states  the  porters  of  the  adminislration  for 

friends  of  Mr.  Crawford  openly  tkdr  several  courses,  and  ^  be- 

supported    the   Jackson  electors,  came  obvious  to  the  meat  -s^jper- 

for  the  purpose  of  weakening  Mr.  ficial  observer,  that  new   parties 

Adams,  and  that  in  North  Caro-  were  forming  themselves,  and  that 

Koa   the    votes  of  Mr.   Adams'  the  oki  lines  of  division  would-aoon 

friends  wene  given  to  the  Jackson  be  obhterated  in  the  approaeliiiig 

dectprs,  to  defeat  Mr.  Crawford,  contest.    It  could  not,  indeed,  be 

who  had  a  plurality  of  the  voters ;  expected   that  the  andent  party 

and  in  Louisiana  a  similar  combir  distinctions  would  be  at  onee  an- 

nation   was   made    between    the  nihilated.     Men  who  have  &om 

friends  of  Adams  and  Jackson,  to  youth  to  maturity  been  arrayed  in 

defeat  Mr.  Clay,  who  was  the  &-  political  opposition,  camiot  imme- 

vorite  of  the  state.  diately  forget  their  old  associations 

To  the  assertion  that  the  repre-  and   enmities,  and  time  was  re- 

aentatives  had  disobeyed  their  con-  quired  to  merge  the  federal  and 

stituents,  in  voting  for  Mr.  Adams,  democratic  parties  in  those  of  op- 

theyreplied,  that  ofthe  states  where  position  and  administration.    The 

he  did  not  obtain  a  minority  of  the  war,  and  the  political  calm  which 

doctors,  but  whose  representatives  followed  it,  had  contributed  much  to 

voted  for  him  in  congress.  Ken-  the  extinction  of  those  parties.  The 

tucky,  Ohio,  and  Missouri  voted  questions  which  first  created  th^n 

for  Mr.  Clay,  and,  ccmsequently,  had  passed  away,  and  belcmged  to 
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'  Heaven, 

in    by    tlio 

a,  of  other  na- 

juxtreniities  of 

by   dissensions 

liissensions,  per- 

irom  the  enjoy- 

u,  but  which  have 

ppeared  to  threaten 

■  of  the  union,  and 

•verthrow  of  all  the 

i'  our  present  lot,  and 

ily  hopes  of  the  future. 

.of  these  dissensions 

■riouB,  founded  upon 

speculation  in  the 

.lican  government; 

iitg  views  of  policy, 


J  our  relations  with  foreign  na- 
■lons;   upon  jealousies  of  partial 

I  lid  sectional  interests,  aj^gravatcd 
I'V  prejudices  and  prepossessions, 
which  strangers  to  each  other  are 
ever  apt  to  entertain. 

"  It  is  a  source  of  gratification 
and  of  encouragement  to  me,  to 
observe  tliat  the  great  result  of  this 
experiment  upon  the  theory  of  hu- 
maii  rights,  has,  at  tiie  close  of  that 
generation  by  which  it  was  formed, 
been  crowned  with  success  equal 
to  the  most  sanguine  expectation's 
of  its  founders.  Union,  justice, 
tranquillity,  the  common  defence, 
the  general  welfare,  and  the  bless- 
ings of  liberty — all  have  been  pro- 
moted by  the  government  under 
which  we  have  lived.  Standing 
at  this  point  of  time  ;  looking  back 
to  that  generation  which  has  gone 
bv,  and  forward  to  that  which  is 
advancing,  we  may,  at  once,  in- 
dulge in  grateful  exultation,  and  in 
cheering  hope.  From  the  experi- 
ence of  the  past,  we  derive  in- 
structive lessons  for  the  future. 
Of  the  two  great  political  parties 
which  have  divided  the  opinions 
and  feelings  of  our  country,  the 
candid  and  the  just  will  now  ad- 
mit, that  both  have  contributed 
splendid  talents,  spotless  integrity, 
ardent  patriotism,  and  disinterest- 
ed sacrifices,  to  the  formation  and 
administration  of  this  government ; 
and  tliat  both  have  required  a  libe- 
ral indulgence  for  a  portion  of  hu- 
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of  this  union,  in  their  successive  executive  functions  in  their  various 
generations.  Since  the  adoption  relations  to  foreign  affairs,  to  the ' 
of  this  social  compact,  one  of  these  revenue  and  expenditures,  and  to 
generations  has  passed  away.  It  the  military  force  of  the  union  by 
is  the  work  of  our  forefathers. —  land  and  sea.  A  co-ordinate  depart- 
Administered  by  some  of  the  most  ment  of  the  judiciary  has  expound- 
eminent  men,  who  contributed  to  ed  the  constitution  and  the  lavirs ; 
its  formation,  through  a  most  event-  settling,  in  harmonious  coincidence 
fill  period  in  the  annals  of  the  witli  the  legislative  will,  numerous 
world,  and  through  all  the  vicissi-  weighty  questions  of  construction 
tudes  of  peace  and  war,  incidental  which  the  imperfection  of  human 
to  the  condition  of  associated  man,  language  had  rendered  unavoidable, 
it  has  not  disappointed  the  hopes  The  year  of  jubilee  since  the  first 
and  aspirations  of  those  illustrious  formation  of  our  union,  has  just 
benefactors  of  their  age  and  na-  elapi^d  ;  that  of  the  declaration  of 
tion.  It  has  promoted  the  lasting  our  independence  is  at  hand.  The 
welfare  of  that  country,  so  dear  to  consummation  of  both  was  efiect- 
us  aU  ;  it  has,  to  an  extent,  far  be-  cd  by  this  constitution.  Since  that 
yond  the  ordinary  lot  of  humanity,  period,  a  population  of  four  mil- 
secured  the  freedom  and  happiness  lions  has  multiplied  to  twelve.  A 
of  this  people.  We  now  receive  territory  bounded  by  the  Mississip- 
it  as  a  precious  inheritance  from  pi,  has  been  extended  firom  sea  to 
those  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  sea.  New  states  have  been  admit- 
its  establishment,  doubly  bound  by  ted  to  the  union,  in  numbers  nearly 
the  examples  which  they  have  lefl  equal  to  those  of  the  first  confede- 
us,  and  by  the  blessings  which  we  ration.  Treaties  of  peace,  amity 
have  enjoyed,  as  the  fruits  of  their  and  commerce,  have  been  conclu- 
labors,  to  transmit  the  same,  unim-  ded  with  the  principal  dominions 
paired,  to  the  succeeding  genera-  of  the  earth.  The  people  of  other 
tion.  nations,  inhabitants  of  regions  ac- 
"In  the  compass  of  thirty-six  quired,  not  by  conquests,  but  by 
years,  since  this  great  national  co-  compact,  have  been  united  with  us 
venant  was  instituted,  a  body  of  in  the  participation  of  our  rights 
laws  enacted  under  its  authority,  and  duties,  of  our  burdens  and 
and  in  conformity  with  its  provi-  blessings.  The  forest  has  fallen 
sions,  has  unfolded  its  powers,  and  by  the  axe  of  our  woodsmen — the 
carried  into  practical  operation  its  soil  has  been  made  to  teem  by  the 
effective  energies.  Subordinate  tillage  of  our  farmers  ;  our  com- 
departments  have  distributed  the,  merce  has  whitened  every  ocean. 
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The  dominion  of  man,  over  pby- 
skaJ  nttur^,  has  been  extended  by 
the  invention  of  our  artists.  Li- 
berty and  law  have  marched  hand 
in  hand.  All  the  purposes  of  hu- 
man association  have  been  accom- 
plished as  effectively  as  under  any 
other  government  on  the  globe  ; 
and  at  a  cost,  Uttle  exceeding,  in  a 
whole  generation,  the  expenditures 
of  other  nations  in  a  single  year. 

^*  Such  is  the  unexaggerated  pic- 
ture of  our  condition,  under  a  con- 
stitution founded  upon  the  repub- 
lican principle  of  equal  rights.  To 
admit  that  this  picture  has  its 
shades,  is  but  to  say,  that  it  is  stiU 
the  condition  of  men  upon  earth. 
From  evil,  physical,  moral  and  po- 
liticaL,  it  is  not  our  claim  to  be 
exempt.  We  have  suffered,  some- 
times by  the  vbitation  of  Heaven, 
through  disease  ;  often  by  the 
wrongs  and  injustice  of  other  na- 
tions, even  to  the  extremities  of 
war ;  and  lastly,  by  dissensions 
among  ourselves — dissensions,  per- 
haps, inseparable  from  the  enjoy- 
ment of  freedom,  but  which  have 
more  than  once  appeared  to  threaten 
the  dissolution  of  the  union,  and 
with  it,  the  overthrow  of  all  the 
enjoyments  of  our  present  lot,  and 
aU  our  earthly  hopes  of  the  future. 
The  causes  of  these  dissensions 
have  been  various,  founded  upon 
differences  of  speculation  in  the 
theory  of  republican  government ; 
upon   conflicting  views  of  policy, 


in  our  relations  with  foreign  na- 
tions; upon  jealousies  of  partial 
and  sectional  interests,  aggravated 
by  prejudices  and  prepossessions, 
which  strangers  to  each  other  are 
ever  apt  to  entertain. 

^^  It  is  a  source  of  gratification 
and  of  encouragement  to  me,  to 
observe  tliat  the  great  result  of  this 
experiment  upon  the  theory  of  hu- 
man rights,  has,  at  tlio  close  of  that 
generation  by  which  it  was  formed, 
been  crowned  with  success  equal 
to  the  most  sanguine  expectations 
of  its  founders.  Union,  justice, 
tranquillity,  the  common  defence, 
the  general  welfare,  and  the  bless- 
ings of  liberty — all  have  been  pro- 
moted by  the  government  under 
which  we  have  lived.  Standing 
at  this  point  of  time  ;  looking  back 
to  that  generation  which  has  gone 
by,  and  forward  to  that  which  is 
advancing,  we  may,  at  once,  in- 
dulge in  grateful  exultation,  and  in 
cheering  hope.  From  the  experi- 
ence of  the  past,  we  derive  in- 
structive lessons  for  the  future. 
Of  the  two  great  political  parties 
which  have  divided  the  opinions 
and  feelings  of  our  country,  the 
candid  and  tlie  just  will  now  ad- 
mit, that  both  have  contributed 
splendid  talents,  spotless  integrity, 
ardent  patriotism,  and  disinterest- 
ed sacrifices,  to  the  formation  and 
administration  of  this  government ; 
and  that  both  have  required  a  libe- 
ral induls^ence  for  a  portion  of  hu- 
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man  infirmity  and  error.  The  re- 
volutionary wars  of  Europe,  com- 
mencing precisely  at  the  moment 
Trhen  the  government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  first  went  into  operation 
under  this  constitution,  excited  a 
collision  of  sentiments  and  of  sym- 
pathies, which  kindled  all  the  pas- 
sions, and  embittered  the  conflict 
of  parties,  till  the  nation  was  in- 
volved in  war,  and  the  union  was 
shaken  to  its  centre.  This  time  of 
trial  embraced  a  period  of  five  and 
twenty  years,  during  which,  the  po- 
licy of  the  union,  in  its  relations 
with  Europe,  constituted  the  prin- 
cipal basis  of  our  political  divi- 
sions, and  the  most  arduous  part  of 
the  action  of  our  federal  govern- 
ment. With  the  catastrophe  in 
which  the  wars  of  the  French  re- 
volution terminated,  and  our  own 
subsequent  peace  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, this  banefiil  weed  of  party 
strife  was  uprooted.  From  that 
time,  no  difference  of  principle, 
connected  either  with  the  theory 
of  government,  or  with  our  inter- 
course with  foreign  nations,  has 
existed,  or  been  caUed  forth,  in 
force  sufficient  to  sustain  a  con- 
tinued combination  of  parties,  or 
give  more  than  wholesome  anima- 
tion to  public  sentiment,  or  legis- 
lative debate.  Our  political  creed 
is,  without  a  dissenting  voice  that 
can  be  heard,  that  the  will  of  the 
people  is  the  source,  and  the  hap- 
piness of  the  people  the  end,  of  all 


legitimate  government  upon  eartli 
— ^That  the  best  security  for  the 
beneficence,  and  the  best  guaranty 
against  the  abuse  of  power,  con- 
sists in  the  fi'eedom,  the  purity,  and 
the  fi-equency  of  popular  elections 
— ^That  the  general  government  of 
the  union,  and  the  separate  go- 
vernments of  the  states,  are  all 
sovereignties  of  limited  powers ; 
fellow  servants  of  the  same  mas- 
ters, uncontrolled  within  their  re- 
spective spheres,  uncontroDable  by 
encroachments  upon  each  other-^ 
That  the  firmest  security  of  peace, 
is  the  preparation,  during  peace,  of 
the  defences  of  war — ^That  a  rigo- 
rous economy,  and  accountability 
of  public  expenditures,  should 
guard  against  the  aggravation,  and 
alleviate,  when  possible,  the  bur* 
den  of  taxation — ^That  the  military 
should  be  kept  in  strict  subordina- 
tion to  the  civil  power — ^That  the 
fi'eedom  of  the  press,  and  of  reli- 
gious opinion,  should  be  inviolate 
— ^That  the  policy  of  our  country 
is  peace,  and  the  ark  of  our  salva- 
tion union,  are  articles  of  fidth 
upon  which  we  are  all  agreed.  If 
there  have  been  those  who  doubt- 
ed  whether  a  confisderated  repre- 
sentative democracy  were  a  go- 
vernment competent  to  the  wise 
and  orderly  management  of  the 
common  concerns  of  a  mighty  na- 
tion, those  doubts  have  been  dis- 
pelled. If  there  have  been  pro- 
jects of  partial  confederacies,  to  be 
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•reeled  upon  tbe  nuns  of  the  union, 
they  haie  been  eeatlered  to  the 
winds.  If  there  hive  been  dan* 
feroof  attaehmenta  to  one  foreign 
■atiofi,  and  aatipathiea  against  an- 
other, they  hafe  been  extinguish* 
ed.  Ten  years  of  peace,  at  home 
and  ahroad,  have  assuaged  the  ani* 
WMwntiw  of  political  contention, 
and  blended  into  harmony  the  most 
diaeofdaiit  dements  of  public  opi- 
aion.  There  atill  remains  one  e^ 
fcft  of  magnanimity,  one  sacrifice 
of  prefudfioe  and  passion,  to  be 
made  by  the  indifiduals  throughout 
ttie  nation,  who  have  heretofore 
folbwed  the  standards  of  political 
party.  It  is  that  of  discarding 
every  renmant  of  rancor  against 
etch  other ;  of  embracing,  as 
cooBlrymen  and  firiends;  and  of 
jiddingto  talents  and  virtue  alone, 
dnt  confidence  which,  in  times  of 
conlBPtion  ibr  principle,  was  be- 
slowed  ddj  upon  those  who  bore 
the  badge  of  parly  communion. 

^'  The  edOiaions  of  party  spirit, 
which  originate  in  speculative  opi- 
nioBS,  or  in  diflerent  views  of  ad- 
nunistiative  pdicy,  are,  in  their  na- 
ture, tianaitory.  Those  which  are 
founded  on  geogn^hical  divisions, 
adverse  interests  of  soil,  climate, 
and  modes  of  domestic  life,  are 
more  pennanent,  and,  therefore, 
perhaps,  more  dangerous.  It  b 
this  which  gives  inestimable  value 
to  the  character  of  our  govern- 


ment, at  once  federal  and  national. 
It  holds  out  to  us  a  perpetual  ad- 
monition to  preserve,  alike  and 
with  equal  anxiety,  the  rights  of 
each  individual  state  in  its  own  go- 
vernment, and  the  rights  of  the 
whole  nation,  in  that  of  the  union. 
Whatever  is  of  domestic  concern- 
ment, unconnected  with  the  other 
members  of  the  union,  or  with  fo- 
reign lands,  belongs  exclusively  to 
the  administration  of  the  state  go- 
vernments. Whatsoever  direcUy 
involves  the  rights  and  interests  of 
the  federative  fititemity,  or  of  fo- 
reign powers,  is  of  the  resort  of 
this  general  government.  The  du- 
ties of  both  are  obvious  in  the  ge- 
neral principle,  though  sometimes 
perplexed  with  difficulties  in  the 
detail.  To  respect  the  rights  of 
the  state  governments  is  the  invio- 
lable duty  of  that  of  the  union :  the 
government  of  every  state  wiU  feel 
its  own  obligation  to  respect  and 
preserve  the  rights  of  the  whole. 
The  prejudices  every  where  too 
commonly  entertained  against  dis- 
tant strangers,  are  worn  away,  and 
the  jealousies  of  jarring  interests 
are  allayed  by  the  composition  and 
functions  of  the  great  national 
councils,  annually  assembled  fi-om 
all  quarters  of  the  union,  at  this 
place.  Here  the  distingubhed  men 
fi^m  every  section  of  our  country, 
while  meeting  to  deliberate  upon 
the  great  interest  of  those  by^ 
5 
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whom  they  are  deputed,  learn  to  To  improve  the  organization  and 

estimate  the  talents,  and  do  justice  discipline  of  the  army — ^To  pro- 

to  the  virtues  of  each  other.    The  vide  and  sustain  a  school  of  mili- 

harmony  of  the  nation  is  promoted,  tary  science-— To  extend  equal  pro- 

and  the  whole  union  is  knit  tog0-  tection  to  all  the  great  interests  of 

ther  by  the  sentiments  of  mutual  the  nation — ^To  promote  the  civili- 

respect, ,  the  habits  of  social  inter-  zation  of  the  Indian  tribes ;  and — 

course,  and  the  ties  of  personal  To  proceed  in  the  great  efystem  of 

friendship,  formed  between  the  re-  internal  improvements,  within  the 

presentatives  of  its  several  parts,  limits  of  the  constitutional  power 

in  the  performance  of  their  ser-  of  the  union.    Under  the  pledge 

vice  at  this  metropolis.  of  these  promises,  made  by  that 

^'  Passing  from  this  general  re-  eminent  citizen,  at  the  time  of  his 

view  of  the  purposes  and  injunc-  first  induction  to  this  office,  in  his 

tions  of  the  federal  ccmstitution,  career  of  eight  years,  the  internal 

and  their  results,  as  indicating  the  taxes  have  been  repealed ;  oxty 

first  traces  of  the  path  of  duty,  in  millions  of  the  pubSc  debt  have 

the  discharge  of  my  public  trust,  I  been   discharged  \y  provision    has 

turn  to  the  administration  of  my  been  made  for  the  comfort  and  re* 

immediate  predecessor,  as  the  se-  Uef  of  the    aged  and   indigent, 

cond.      It  has  passed  away  in  a  among  the  surviving  waniois  HS 

period  of  profound  peace;   how  the  revolution;  the  regular  armed 

much  to  the  satis&ction  of  our  force  has  been  reduced,  ,and  its 

country,  and  to  the  honor  of  our  constitution  revised  and  perfected ; 

country's  name,  is  known  to  you  the  accountability  for  the  expendi- 

alL    The  great  features  of  its  po-  tures  of  puMic  moneys  has  been 

liey,  invgeneral  concurrence  with  made  more  eflfective ;  the  Floridas 

the  will  of  the  legislature,  have  have  been  peaceably  acquired,  and 

been — ^To  cherish  peace  while  pre-  our  boundary  has  been  extended  to 

paring  for  defensive  war — ^To  yield  the  Pacific  ocean;  the  indqpen- 

exact  justice  to  other  nations,  and  dence  of  the  southern  nations  of 

maintain  the  rights  of  our  own —  this  hemisphere  has  been  recog- 

To  cherish  the  principles  of  firee-  nized,  and  recommended,  by  ex- 

dom  and  of  equal  rights,  wherever  ample  and  by  council,  lo  the  po- 

they   were   proclaimed — ^To   dis-  tentates  of  Europe ;  progress  has 

charge,  with  all  possible  promp-  been  made  in  the  defence  of  the 

titude,  the  national  debt — ^To  re-  country,  by  fortifications  and  the 

duce,  within  the  narrowest  limits  increase  of  the  navy — towards  the 

of  efficiency,  the  military  force—  eflfectual  suppression  of  the  African 
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traffie  in  akvea — ^in  aDuring  the 
aboriginal  bnntere  of  our  land  to 
tbe  cokifataoD  of  the  aoil  and  of 
the  mind  la  exploraig  the  inte- 
rior regions  of  the  union,  and  in 
preparing,  hj  scientific  researches 
and  aurreys,  fiw  the  further  appli- 
cadon  of  our  national  resources  to 
Che  Blemal  improYement  of  our 


■^  lb  this  brief  outline  of  the  pro- 
nase  and  perfeimance  of  my  im- 
nrdiale  predecessor,  the  line  of 
doty,  far  his  successor,  is  clearly 
drfcifotffd.  To  pursue  to  their 
fwummation  those  purposes  of 
inptOfeflMnt  in  our  common  con- 
Akm,  nstitated  or  recommended 
by  Mb,  wiD  embrace  the  whole 
sphere  of  my  oUigadons.  To  the 
topic  of  internal  improvement,  em- 
phirtrally  urged  by  him  at  his  in- 
I  recur  with  peculiar 
'It  is  that  fixMU  which 
1  am  eonvineed  that  the  unborn 
nuKons  of  our  posterity,  who  are 
in  flrtoni  ages  to  people  this  con- 
tinsnl,  win  derive  their  most  fer* 
vent  gratitude  to  the  founders  of 
the  onion;  that  in  which  the  be- 
nsAeent  action  of  its  grovemment 
triD  be  most  deeply  felt  and  ac- 
knowledlged.  The  magnificence 
and  splendor  of  their  public  works 
are  amoi^  the  imperishable  fo- 
rtes of  the  ancient  republics.  The 
roadi  and  aqueducts  of  Rome 
have  been  tbe  admiration  of  all 
after   ages,    and    have    survived. 


thousands  of  years,  after  all  her 
conquests  have  been  swallowed  up 
in  despotism,  or  become  the  spoil 
of  barbarians.  Some  diversity  of 
opinion  has  prevailed  with  regard 
to  the  powers  of  congress  for  le- 
gislation upon  objects  of  this  na- 
ture. The  most  respectful  defe- 
rence is  due  to  doubts,  originating 
in  pure  patriotism,  and  sustained 
by  venerated  authority.  But  near- 
ly twenty  years  have  passed  since 
the  construction  of  the  first  na» 
tional  road  was  commenced.  The 
authority  for  its  construction  was 
then  unquestioned.  To  how  ma- 
ny thousands  of  our  countrymen 
has  it  proved  a  benefit  ?  To  what 
angle  individual  has  it  ever  proved 
an  injury  ?  Repeated  liberal  and 
candid  discussions  in  the  legisla- 
ture have  conciliated  the  senti- 
ments, and  approximated  the  opi- 
nions of  enlightened  minds,  upon 
the  question  of  constitutional  pow- 
er. I  cannot  but  hope,  that,  by 
the  same  process  of  friendly,  pa- 
tient, and  persevering  deliberation, 
all  constitutional  objections  will 
ultimately  be  removed.  The  ex- 
tent and  limitation  of  the  powers 
of  the  general  government,  in  re- 
lation to  this  transcendently  im- 
portant interest,  will  be  settled  and 
acknowledged,  to  the  common  sa- 
tisfiustion  of  all ;  and  every  specu* 
lative  scruple  will  be  solved  by  a 
practical  public  blessing. 
**  Fellow  citizens,   you  w^  ao. 
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the  boundary  lines  between  the  se- 
veral tribes,  consisting  chiefly  of 
water  courses,  were  finally  adjust- 
ed, though  not  without  much  dis- 
cussion. After  a  fortnight's  nego- 
tiation, a  peace  was  finally  con- 
cluded between  the  tribes,  and  the 
tomahawk  formally  buried,  for  the 
first  time  for  nearly  a  century. 

The  total  expense  for  presents 
and  subsistence  in  accomplishing 
this  benevolent  work,  did  not  ex- 
ceed {40,000  ;  and  the  dictates  of 
sound  policy  towards  our  own  citi- 
zens, in  securing  tranquillity  upon 
the  frontier,  as  well  as  motives  of 
humanity,  were  both  consulted  in 
this  expenditure. 

Another  object  of  the  govern- 
ment was,  to  remove  the  tribes 
scattered  through  the  several  states, 
to  a  tract  of  country  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  to  concentrate 
them  into  one  nation,  with  some 
plan  for  their  government  and  ci- 
vilization. This  plan  was  fully  de- 
veloped in  a  message  of  the  late 
president,  27th  January,  1825,  in 
which  its  advantages  were  strongly 
depicted.  With  the  constant  su- 
perintendence and  protecting  care 
of  the  federal  government,  this 
scheme  might  be  put  in  practice, 
and  the  annihilation  of  the  origi- 
nal inhabitants  of  the  American 
forest  prevented.  Without  that 
care,  the  policy  of  bringing  tribes 
with  savage  habits  and  inimical 


feelings    into  immediate  contact, 
may  be  well  doubted. 

To  carry  this  plan  into  eflbct, 
treaties  were  made  with  the  Oaages 
and  tlie  Kanzas,  extinguiriiing 
their  titles  to  tlie  territory  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  excepting  to  cer- 
tain reservations  for  their  own  use, 
and  providing  those  tribes  with  do- 
mestic animals,  blacksmiths,  and 
persons  to  teach  them  agricultural 
employments.  By  these  treaties, 
a  tract  was  provided  for  those  In* 
dians,  who  might  be  induced  to 
emigrate  firom  the  states  on  this 
side  of  that  river.  The  Indians, 
however,  were  generally  unwilling 
to  remove,  and,  at  a  meeting  with 
some  of  the  tribes  in  Ohio,  in  May, 
1836,  they  refused  to  do  any  thing 
to  promote  the  views  of  our  go- 
vernment. The  Shawanee  tribe, 
in  Missouri,  were  not  so  reluctant 
to  comply  with  that  arrangement ; 
and,  in  consideration  of  a  sum  of 
money,  and  an  annual  payment  in 
iron,  with  a  blacksmith  to  work  it, 
at  the  expense  of  the  United  States, 
they  exchanged  their  lands  for  a 
tract  in  the  territory  purchased 
from  tlie  Osages,  and  agreed  to  re- 
move thither.  Treaties  of  amity 
and  protection  were  also  made 
with  most  of  the  tribes  in  that  vast 
tract  between  Missouri  and  Meu- 
co,  by  which  the  Indians  permitted 
the  United  States  to  lay  out  a  road 
through  their  lands,  for  the  traders 
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between  those  places,  who  had  be- 
come mmieroiis  and  entitled  to  at- 
tenlioo.  By  aD  these  treaties,  the 
soveragnty  of  the  United  States 
was  acknowledged,  as  well  as  their 
fight  to  regulate  the  trade  of  the 
Indiaiis  with  civilized  nations. 

It  having  been  found  impossible 
to  carry  into  operation  the  system 
proposed  by  Mr.  Monroe,  for  the 
pwaei  ration  and  civihzation  of  the 
aborigines,  on  account  of  the  re- 
loctance  of  the  Indians  to  dispose 
of  any  more  of  their  territory ;  a 
modificatioD  was  proposed  by  Mr. 
Barbour,  the  secretary  of  war,  to 
the  last  congress.  The  outlines  of 
tUs  new  plan  were :  to  set  apart 
the  tenitory  west  of  the  Mississip- 
pi beyond  the  states  and  territo- 
ries, and  that  east  of  the  Missis- 
flppi  lying  west  of  lakes  Huron 
and  Michigan,  for  their  exclusive 
abode,  under  a  territorial  govem- 
laenli  lo  be  maintained  by  the  Uni- 
ted Stales.  2dly.  To  induce  them 
to  remove  as  individuals,  and  not 
in  (ribes,  and  to  leave  those  who 
do  not  wish  to  go,  in  their  present 

3dly.  When  circum- 
shoold  justify  it,  to  amal- 
gamate the  tribes  in  one  mass,  and 
datfibute  their  property  among 
the  individaal  Indians.  Common 
Bchoobto  be  established  in  the  vil- 
lages; asBsiatance  to  bo  affi>rdod 
them  in  commencing  agricultural 
£6;  to  furnish  them  with  stockt 


grain,  and  fences ;  and  to  commute 
the  annuities  now  paid  to  them  for 
a  fixed  sum,  to  be  divided  as  indi- 
vidual property,  were  also  recom- 
mended as  the  detaib  of  this  sys* 
tem.  The  plan  of  the  secretary 
was  reported  to  the  house  of  re^ 
presentatives  by  the  proper  com- 
mittee, and  a  bill  brought  in  to 
carry  it  into  effect.  Common 
schoob  had  already  been  esta* 
blished  among  the  Caddoes,  and 
at  Michillimackinac,  and  were  at- 
tended by  nearly  1200  scholars ; 
thus  proving  the  practicability  of 
introducing  instruction  among  the 
savages.  The  other  measures 
had  been  attended  with  the  most 
beneficial  consequences  among  the 
southern  Indians,  some  of  whom 
had  attained  a  high  degree  of  civi- 
hzation. The  zeal  and  energy  with 
which  this  subject,  so  interesting  to 
humanity  and  momentous  to  the 
character  of  the  country,  were 
now  taken  up,  excited  sanguine 
hopes  that  the  condition  of  the 
aborigines  would  be  permanently 
improved,  and  the  remnant  pre- 
served, to  fulfil  the  end  of  their  ex- 
istence as  civilized  beings.  Enough 
had  been  done  before  to  evince 
the  sincerity  of  the  government  to 
meliorate  their  situation ;  but  while 
Spanish  and  British  agents  were 
permitted  to  trade  with  them,  and 
to  excite  them  to  hostiUty  against 
the  United  States,  all  our  efforts 
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were  counteracted,  and  the  confi- 
dence of  the  Indians,  in  the  views 
of  the  American  government,  de- 
stroyed. By  the  extension  of  our 
frontier  settlement,  since  the  war 
with  Great  Britain,  and  the  judi- 
cious positions  of  the  regular 
troops,  this  interference  was  now 
prevented,  and  the  tribes  subjected 
to  the  sole  superintendence  and 
care  of  the  federal  authorities. 
The  benevolent  views  of  the  go- 
vernment were  now  prosecuted 
without  interruption,  and  a  visible 
improvement  was  yearly  manifestr 
ed  in  the  condition  of  the  remaining 
tribes.  The  appropriations  made 
by  the  19th  congress,  at  the  first 
session,  to  the  Indian  department, 
for  the  civilization  of  the  abori- 
gines, and  to  fulfil  the  treaties  with 
them,  amounted  to  nearly  |^1,000,- 
000,  a  smn  equal  to  the  whole  civil 
list  of  the  government  The  num- 
ber of  Indians  in  the  several  states 
and  territories,  appeared  by  a  re- 
pett  from  the  secretary  of  war,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  to  be 
about  130,000,  of  which  about 
97,000  were  east  of  the  Mississip- 
pi, and  south  of  Michigan.  Many 
of  these  were  partially  civilised,  as 
the  Creek,  Cherokee,  Choctaw, 
and  Chickasaw  nations,  in  the 
seotb,  and  some  of  the  eastern  In- 
daas,  leaving  only  between  40  and 
60,000  Indiana  whose  removal 
oo«dd  be  effected  with  propriety. 


Towards  the  Florida  IndianiTy 
who  were  in  a  state  oi  great  sof- 
fering  firom  want  of  food,  the  go* 
vemment  manifested  its  usual  huk 
manity.  A  bill  appr^priatiBg 
$20,000,  to  furnish  them  with  the 
means  of  subsistence,  was  pasMd 
by  congress,  and  they  were  re- 
lieved fi'om  their  distress,  which  was 
on  the  point  of  becoming  extreme. 
An  attompt  was  made  lo  cooaeet 
this  bill  with  the  poliey  of  re- 
moving the  aborigines  beyond  Ae 
Mississippi ;  but  the  house  refiBod 
to  consider  the  sidbjecti  tofeiber, 
and  granted  the  required  relM^ 
without  annexing  to  it  the  eondi* 
tion  of  removal. 

Another  subject  which  attracted 
public  attention,  during  the  receae 
of  coi^ess,  was,  the  inquiry  in- 
stituted into  the  conduct  of  cap* 
tains  Porter  and  Stewart 

Shortly  befiire  the  tefmioatioai 
of  Mr.  Monroe's  admimnintion. 
Captain  Porter  waarecallBd  from 
his  conunandin  the  West  Indiee, 
on  account  of  his  landing  at  Fox- 
ardo,  and  compelling  the  authori- 
ties of  that  place  to  apologize  for 
their  misconduct  towards  <me  of 
the  officers  of  his  squadron.  The 
circumstances  of  this  bostilo  land- 
ing on  a  Spanish  island,  appeared 
to  Mr.  Monroe  to  be  of  sufficient 
importance  to  warrant  a  court  of 
inquiry  into  captain  Porter's  c<m- 
duct;  and  one  was  ordered^  which 
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■■iiniHnd  at  WadiiiigtoD,  in  the 
of  May,  1825.  After  com- 
iti  imiiiines,  a  ccmtroTer- 
9f  took  place  between  the  accused 
tad  the  coort,  which  resulted  in 
the  withdrawal  of  captain  Porter 
ftom  the  eourt,  and  a  publication 

bf  ham  of  its  proceedingB,  and  his 

A,—    — 'til  ■!■■  ■■■Til  ■■        nni.A 

msoos   Kir    witnarawuig.      ine 

court  proceeded  in  its  inquiries, 
flolPitliilanding  the  absence  of  the 
sccnwd,  and  reported  its  opinion 
to  the  president.  The  conse* 
qosnce  was,  that  a  court  martial 
was  ordered  to  try  captain  Porter 
upon  two  charges ;  the  first  for  vio- 
ktiag  his  instructions,  and  com- 
flUttiag  acta  of  hostility  against  the 
saiyeets  of  Spain,  by  landing  at 
Faianlo;  and  the  other  for  insu- 
bsnfaiata  and  unbecoming  con- 
doct,  growing  out  of  his  contro- 
fsny  with  the  court  of  inquiry. 
The  spedfieations  under  this  last 
eharfB  were,  certain  ktters  to  the 
pit  ■deal  and  the  secretary  of  the 
naty  after  his  recall ;  the  prema- 
tura puUieaftion  of  an  incorrect 
BtiteBMirt  of  the  proceedings  be- 
ftre  the  court  of  inquiry,  acccHn- 
panied  with  disreq>ectful  insinua- 
tions against  the  court  and  the  secre- 
taryoftheoary;  and  the  publication 
ofhis  ofidal  orders  and  correspond- 
eaee  without  permission.  Of  these 
charfSB,  the  court  martial,  which 
Bwt  in  the  following  July,  found 
faim  guilty,  and  sentenced  him  to 
asospensioo  of  six  month?. 


It  aficn'ded  no  small  gratification 
to  the  firiends  of  the  navy,  that  in 
the  course  of  the  inquiries  into 
captam  Porter's  conduct,  it  wae 
not  found  tainted  with  peculation, 
and  that  he  was  actuated  with  the 
most  earnest  desire  to  promote  the 
interest  and  honor  of  his  country 
while  on  his  West  India  station. 

To  this  was  attributed  the  light- 
ness of  the  sentence  which  the 
court  imposed,  after  bringing  him 
in  guilty  on  both  charges. 

The  charges  against  captain 
Stewart  were  of  a  graver  charac- 
tAT,  and  such  an  to  touch  his  fiune 
as  an  officer  and  man  of  honor ; 
but  the  court,  after  a  minute  and 
deliberate  investigation,  acquitted 
him  of  every  charge,  and  accom- 
panied the  acquittal  with  a  high 
compliment  to  his  conduct  while 
in  the  Pacific. 

Shortly  after  the  commencement 
of  Mr.  Jefferson's  administration, 
the  attention  of  the  general  govern- 
ment was  directed  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  internal  communica- 
tions of  the  country.  The  Cum- 
berland road  was  commenced  under 
his  administration,  and  was  conti- 
nued under  his  two  successors. 
During  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain  the  difficulty  of  internal 
communication,  and  the  dwnget  of 
transporting  goods  by  sea,  had 
shown  the  advantages  of  canals; 
and  the  complete  Huccess  of  the 
New   York   canal   bad  imparted 
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great  popularity  to  this  species  of  making  surveys  in  different  parts 

communication.    The  advocates  of  of  the  Union,  and  the  secretary  of 

internal  improvement  soon  brought  the  treasury  was  authorised  to  aid 

the  subject  before  congress ;  and  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  ca- 

while  on  the  one  hand  the  policy  was  nal  company  by  subscribing   for 

vindicated,  by  an  enumeration  of  1500  shares  of  its  stock, 
the  advantages  which  must  result        The  topographical  corps,  which 

from    certain    improvconents,    to  had  been  enlarged,  was  actively 

whose  completion  the  resources  of  employed  during  the  sunmier  of 

the  general  government  alone  were  1825,  in  executing  these  surveys ; 

adequate,  and  which,  from  their  and  the  &vorable  reports  from  the 

passing  through  several  states,  na-  engineer  department  on  the  subject 

turally  fell  within  the  jurisdiction  of  roads  and  canals,  induced  the 

of  congress  ;    on  the  other,  the  19th  congress,  at  its  first  session, 

power   of  appropriating    the    re-  to  make  further  appropriations  for 

sources  of  the   country,   by  con-  new  surveys.     In  addition  to  ^50,- 

gress,  to  that  object  was  denied,  000,  appropriated  for  the  expenses 

as  not  being  found  within  the  ex-  of  exploring    and    surveying    the 

press  words  of  the  constitution.  country  at  large,  specific  appro- 

By  the  constant  and  uniform  dc-  priations  were  made  for  the  survey 

cisions  of  several  successive  con-  of  a  canal  route  between  the  At- 

grcsses,  this  constitutional  objec-  lantic  and  tlie  Gulf  of  Mexico ;  for 

tion  seemed  to  be  overruled;  and  repairing  the  post  roads  between 

during  this  year  tlie  attention  of  Jackson  and  Columbus,  in  Missis- 

the  federal  government  was  par-  sippi^   and  between  Chatahoochy 

ticularly  directed  to  the  improve-  and  Line  Creek,  in  Alabama,  and 

Blent  of  the  internal  conununica-  for  repairing  and  continuing  the 

tions  between  the  states.  Cumberland  road.    ^150,000  were 

During  the  last  session  of  the  subscribed  on  the  part  of  the  go- 
18th  congress,  appropriations  were  vernment  to  the  stock  of  the  Dis- 
made  for  surveying  and  laying  out  mal  Swamp  canal  company,  and 
roads  from  Little  Rock  to  Canton-  three  fifths  of  the  5  per  cent,  re- 
ment  Gibson,  in  Arkansa ;  from  served  from  the  proceeds  of  the 
St.  Mary's  river  to  the  bay  of  public  lands  in  Mississippi,  were 
Tampa,  in  Florida ;  from  the  west-  given  to  that  state  for  the  purposes 
em  boundary  of  Missouri  to  the  of  internal  improvement.  Appro- 
confines  of  New  Mexico ;  and  from  priations  were  also  made  for  the 
Pensacola  to  St.  Augustine.  An  survey  of  various  harbors  on  the 
appropriation  was  also  made  for  sea-coast,  and  for  the  deepening  of 
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Itoir  chmnfth,  as  well  as  to  secure  ted.  The  federal  anthorities  now 
diem  from  storms.  The  execution  began  serioudy  to  apply  the  re- 
ef these  several  acts  for  the  im-  sources  of  the  country  to  its  im- 
proteoiept  of  the  internal  conunu-  provement :  and  scarcely  in  any 
iBcations  between  the  states,  was  way  except  by  the  presence  of  its 
artnisted  to  the  war  department.  officers,  directing  the  execution  of 
The  attention  of  the  engineers  some  work  <^  internal  improve- 
durinf  the  summer  of  1826,  was  ment,  were  the  inhabitants  of  the 
occupied  in  surveying  a  route  for  a  interior  made  sensible  of  the  exist- 
national  road,  between  the  seat  of  ence  of  a  national  government ;  un- 
govefmnent  and  New  Orleans;  a  less  when  biennially  called  upon, 
road  between  the  rapids  of  the  Mi-  to  elect  their^presentatives  in  the 
imi  of  Lake  Erie  to  Detroit,  and  national  councils, 
thence  to  Chicago,  in  Illinois ;  and  To  the  exercise  of  the  power 
the  roads  specially  directed  by  con-  of  expending  the  public  monies  in 
ftesk  Surveys  were  also  made  of  making  roads  and  canals  by  con- 
routes  for  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  gross,  serious  objections  were  en- 
canai;  fcr  that  between  Lake  Pon-  tertained  by  many,  who  did  not 
chartrain  and  the  Mississippi ;  for  doubt  the  constitutional  authority, 
the  Fkxida  canal;  and  for  ca-  While  they  admitted  that  the  na- 
nis  to  connect  the  basin  of  Balti-  tional  government  possessed  the 
more  with  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  power,  to  construct  canals  for  the 
cnal ;  to  connect  Kenhawa  with  purpose  of  fiicilitating  the  commer- 
James  and  Roanoake  rivers  ;  be-  ciai  intercourse  between  the  states, 
tween  Pittsburg  and  Lake  Erie;  and  that,  in  some  instances,  it 
between  Ohio  and  Lake  Erie;  and  might  be  exercised  with  signal 
to  mate  the  St.  Mary's,  St.  Joseph  benefit  to  the  whole  Union  ;  they 
and  Wabash  rivers  with  the  Ohio,  feared  that  it  would  invest  the  fede- 
Tbe  Kennebeck  and  its  branches  ral  authorities  with  unlimited  pa- 
were  also  aonreyed,  and  routes  for  tronage,  which  would  ultimately 
the  GardiBer,  the  Bnmswick,  the  lead  to  great  corruption  in  the  ad- 
AmoDOsick,  the  Sunapee,  the  Oli-  ministration  of  the  government ; 
verian,  the  Dover  canals,  and  the  and  also,  that  it  would  create  com- 
Pttsumpsic  and  Rutland  routes.  petition  and  jealousy  among  the 
faaprovements  were  made  in  the  several  states  for  the  aid  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Missis-  federal  government  in  making  ca- 
oppi,  but  the  contract  made  for  the  nab  and  roads,  wholly  of  a  local 
lemoval  of  the  obstructions  in  those  character, 
imrs^  was  very  imperfectly  exocu-  The    manufacturing    establish- 
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meiits  which  bad  sprung  up  in  dif-  produced  partly  bj  the  amaU  qoan* 
brent  parts  of  the  country,  in  con«  tity  then  in  market ;  but  chiefly^by 
sequence  of  the  abundance  <tfcapi^  a  epirit  d  commercial  gambling, 
tal,  and  the  augmentation  of  duties  which  had  infected  the  whole  mer* 
by  the  last  congress,  were  in  a  cantile  community, 
flourishing  condition,  and  promi-  Cotton  rose  in  a  few  weeks  from 
sed  to  secure  a  permanent  footing  6d.  to  16d.  Coffee,  spices,  and 
among  the  great  branches  of  Ame-  other  West  India  produce  under* 
rican  industry.  The  new  markets  went  a  similar  increase  of  price, 
which  were  opened  in  K.^.^th  Ame-  Joint  stock  companies  were  ere- 
rica,  and  the  greater  ability  of  the  ated  to  further  this  disposition  to 
country  to  engage  iirsuch  employ-  adventure,  and  to  fecilitate  the 
ments,  afforded  them  encourage-  means  of  risking  capital  in  mer* 
ment  of  a  more  certain  and  bene-  cantile  speculations.  Pearl  fisfae- 
ficial  character,  than  prohibitory  ries,  rail  ways,  canals.  South  Ame- 
duties ;  and  the  increase  of  nearly  a  rican  mines,  were  all  proposed  aa 
million  of  dollars  in  the  exports  of  the  objects  of  stock  conqNuues, 
American  manufactures,  in  1825,  whose  projectors  promised  enor« 
over  those  of  1824,  gave  the  most  mous  returns  for  small  investments, 
satisfactory  evidence  of  the  success  The  wildest  and  most  extravagant 
of  this  branch  of  national  industry,  schemes  were  proposed  under  the 
An  increase  in  the  same  year  of  sanction  of  respectable  names,  and 
30,000  tons  of  American  shipping  the  price  of  stocks,  both  public 
entering,  and  40,000  tons  depart-  and  private,  rose  to  a  height  that 
ing  from  our  ports,  showed  that  manifested  rather  the  extent  of  the 
the  navigating  interest  was  in  a  excitement,  than  any  advance  in 
flourishing  condition,  and  that  the  the  wealth  of  the  community.  The 
prosperity  of  the  manufacturers  South  Sea  madness  seemed  to  have 
was  not  caused  by  a  subtraction  of  revived,  afler  the  slumber  of  a  cen- 
capital  from  the  shipping  business,  tury,  and  the  intoxicating  delirium 
At  the  commencement  of  the  of  the  moment  was  followed  by  as 
year,  great  enterprise  was  mani-  great  a  depression.  In  England, 
fested  in  every  department  of  com-  where  tins  infetuation  showed  itself 
merce,  and  a  spirit  of  speculation  in  its  full  strength,  the  revubion 
began  to  enter  into  the  regular  produced  the  most  extensive  bank- 
course  of  trade.  This  was  espe-  ruptcies  that  had  been  known  in 
cially  shown  in  the  cotton  business,  that  kingdom  for  many  years.  Cot- 
A  sudden  advance  in  the  price  of  ton  in  a  few  weeks  fell  to  its  fw' 
that  article  took^lace  in  England,  mer  price ;  and  those  in   whose 
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hufiB  il  remained  were  rained  by 
the  deprenioiL.  These  bankrapt- 
ciei  oocasioDed  others,  and  the 
ahmn  and  distrust  became  uni- 
fersiL  The  public  funds  fell  rar 
pidly.  Many  of  the  most  eminent 
banking  houses  stopped  payment, 
ind  the  ministry  were  called  upon 
to  derise  measures  for  present  re- 
lief to  Che  intense  pecuniary  dis- 
tresL  The  fictitious  wealth  which 
the  ^^p"^""  of  the  bubbles  had 
oetted,  suddenly  disappeared  un- 
der this  pressure ;  and  thousands 
vaheoed  from  their  dreams  of 
SoUen  splendor  to  beggary  and 
nui.  The  eflRscts  of  these  fiulures 
extended  to  other  countries,  and 
distress,  though  not  equal 


in  degree,  was  felt  on  the  conti- 
nent, and  in  the  United  States. 
Over-trading,  and  an  unnatural  ad- 
vance in  prices,  had  their  share  in 
producing  the  embarrassment  in 
this  country  ;  but  it  was  not  so  ge- 
neral, and  was  not  augmented  by 
the  panic  which  was  produced  in 
Europe  by  the  readiness  with  which 
the  community  yielded  to  groundless 
alarum.  Still,  however,  enough 
prevailed  to  give  a  serious  check 
to  the  enterprise  and  prosperity  of 
the  mercantile  class,  and  to  dimi- 
nish the  confidence  of  capitalists 
in  those  untried  projects,  which,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  had  re- 
ceived such  ready  encouragement. 


CHAPTER  III 


Opening  of  the  ninetemtk  Congreas. — Amendments  to  the  Constitution, 
proposed  by  Mr,  MDuffie — By  Mr.  Benton — Discussion  of  same — 
Dtcisum,     Proposal  to  reduce  Executive  Patronage, 


111  conformity  wiUi  tlie  provissions 
of  the  constitution,  the  two  iiouscs 
of  congress  assembled  in  their  re- 
spective chambers,  on  the  oth  of 
December,  1825,  and  commenced 
the  Istsession  of  the  19th  congress, 
lothe  senate,  39  members  appear- 
ed.   In  the  house   of  representa- 
lives.  193  members  answered  upon 
tbe  calling  of  the  roll,   and  pro- 
ceeded   to    organize    the    house. 
Upon  the  first  ballot  for  speaker, 
John  VV.  Tavlor  received  89,  l.ouis 
M'Lane,  36,  J.  W  .Campbell  4 1 ,  and 
Andrew  Stevenson  17  votes  :  scat- 
tering 1 1 .    On  the  second  ballot,  J . 
W.  Tavlor  received  99  votes,  and 
was  declared  to   be   duly  chosen. 
The  next  day  the  president  of  the 
United  States  transniitte<l  his  mcs- 
aige  to   congress,   by  his  private 
secretary,  J uhn  Adams,  Jun.    This 
document  set  forth  the  foreign  and 
domestic  affairs  of  the  country  in 
a  succinct  manner,  and  concluded 
vith  recommending  certain    sub- 
jects to  the  particular  attention  of 
congress.     It  stated   tliat  our  fo- 
reign relations  had  undergone  no 
material  alteration,  since  tlic  ad- 


journment of  the  preceding  con- 
gress ;  but  alluded  to  the  recent  im- 
portant changes  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  commercial  system  of 
Great  Britain,  and  to  its  effects, 
which  as  yet  were  not  fully  deve- 
loped. 

It  rccommende<l  to  congress  to 
remove  the  only  restriction  to  trade 
still  remaining  in  the  system  of  the 
United  States,  viz.  tliat  continuing 
the  discrhninating  duty  on  articles, 
not  produced  nor  manufactured  in 
the  country  to  which  tlie  vessel  be- 
longs, and  to  permit  equal  compe- 
tition to  the  shipping  of  all  nations. 
The  attention  of  congress  was 
called  to  the  claims  of  our  mer- 
chants upon  France,  the  Nether- 
lands, Naples,  and  Denmark,  and 
to  the  unadjusted  claims  upon 
Great  f^ritain,  arising  under  the 
treatv  of  (ihrnt.  It  was  still  more 
earnestiv  directed  to  the  claims  of 
the  remnant  of  the  revolutionary 
anny,  and  speedy  relief  to  its  des- 
titute condition,  strongly  recom- 
mended. 

A  short  review  was  given  of  the 
condition  of  the  United  States  at 
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the  adoption  of  the  constitution, 
and  of  their  progress  since  that 
event ;  and  a  new  organization  of 
some  of  the  departments  of  the 
government  suggested,  to  render 
the  system  more  conformable  to 
the  advance  of  the  country  in 
wealtli  and  population.  The  ju- 
dicial system  of  the  government 
was  especially  mentioned,  as  inade- 
quate to  the  performance  of  its 
duties. 

The  president  tlien  proceeded, 
pursuant  to  the  view,  which  he 
took  of  the  powers  of  congress  in 
his  inaugural  address,  to  urge  upon 
the  consideration  of  that  bodv,  the 
necessity  of  employing  the  re- 
sources of  the  country,  in  impro- 
ving the  internal  communications 
between  different  parts  of  the 
union,  and  making  such  roads  and 
canals  as  were  either  contemplated. 
Or  in  a  course  of  execution  ;  re- 
minding, however,  congress,  at  the 
same  time,  that  its  authority  was 
derived  from  a  charter  of  limited 
powers.  A  national  university  and 
observatory  were  recommended ;  as 
was  the  exploration  of  the  North- 
west Coast,  by  one  of  the  public 
ships,  for  the  purpose  of  contribu- 
ting to  the  advance  of  geographi- 
cal and  astronomical  science.  The 
successful  efforts  of  our  navy  on 
the  West  India  station,  in  suppress- 
ing piracy,  were  mentioned  with 
approbation  ;  and  such  an  increase 
of  the  naval  establishment  was  re- 


commended,  as  the  expanded  conH 
merce  and  augmented  power  of 
the  country  required. 

The  acceptance,  by  the  execu* 
tive,  of  the  invitation,  extended  by 
the  South  American  republics  to 
the  United  States,  to  send  minis- 
ters to  the  Panama  congress,  was 
communicated  to  congress ;  as  was 
the  understanding  between  the  se- 
veral governments,  that  it  was 
neitlier  expected  nor  desired  that 
any  part  should  be  taken  by  this 
country,  which  should  compromit 
its  neutrality. 

The  finances  were  said  to  be  in 
a  favorable  state  ;  the  receipts  ha- 
ving exceeded  the  anticipations  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and 
the  reduction  of  the  public  debt  hav- 
ing amounted  to  nearly  {8,000,000. 
The  receipts  of  the  post  office  de- 
partment exceeded  its  expenses 
$45,000,  though  nearly  1,100 
new  post  offices  had  been  esta* 
blished  the  two  preceding  years. 
The  message  itself  will  be  found 
in  the  second  part  of  this  volume, 
and  this  summary  of  its  contents  is 
given  chiefly  to  show  the  subjeets 
recommended  to  the  consideration 
of  the  legislature,  by  the  execu- 
tive. Many  of  the  most  import- 
ant of  these  suggestions  were  not 
acted  on  ;  other  topics  having  oc- 
cupied the  attention  of  congress. 

Among  these,  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant in  its  bearing,  though  least 
so  in  its  results,  was  the  proposed 
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amendment    to  the    ccmstitution.  examine  the  question,  with  a  sole 
Shortly  after  the  opening  of  the  view  to  the  permanency  and  sta^ 
aesmoOi  propositions  were   intro-  bility  of  the    constitution.     Per- 
dueed  in  both  houses,  to  amend  sonal  considerations  would  neces- 
tbtt  part  which  provides  for- the  sarily    enter     into    its    decision; 
dection  of  the  executive.     While  and  fears  were  entertained    that 
tke  last  election  was  pending,  tlie  the    debates     would    revive    old 
pubtic    attention    had    been     di-  animosities,  and  bring  on  a  se- 
lected   to    this    subject    by    the  ries  of  crimination  and  recrimina- 
conduct  of  those  who  advocated  tion,  derogatory  to  tlic  character  of 
tbe  propriety  of  a  recommenda-  the  house,  and  materially  interrupt 
tioo  of  a  candidate    for   that   of^  the  transaction  of  its  proper  and 
fice,  in  a  joint  unofficial  meeting  ordinary  business. 
of  the  members  of  both  houses.  The  first  week  of  tlie  session  this 
To  this  course,  it  was  objected  that  subject  was  brought  forward  in  the 
the  house  of  representatives   was  house,  by  Mr.  ArDuffie,  of  South 
the  constitutional  body  to  elect  a  Carolina,  in  the   shape  of  a  re- 
president,  when  a  majority  of  the  solution  to  amend  the  constitution^ 
eiectors  did  not  unite  in  favor  of  by  establishing  a  uniform  mode  of 
one  individual ;  and  the  danger  of  electing  the  president  and  vice-prc- 
the  members  being  diverted  from  sident  by  districts,   and  declaring 
their  legislative  duties  by  the  hopes  the  sense  of  tlie  house  in  favor  of 
of  power  and    political  influence,  preventing  the  election  from  de- 
wis  so  strongly  depicted,  as  to  ex-  volving  upon  congress. 
cite  a  general  regret,  that  tlie  elec-  In  the  senate,  Mr.  Benton,  of 
tion  could  not  be  entirely  removed  Missouri,  brought  forward,  almost 
from  tbe  interposition  of  congress,  simultaneously,  a  resolution  pro- 
It  was  not,  indeed,  easy  to  pro-  viding  for  the  same  object,  by  a 
vide  a  remedy  for  the  evils,  which  direct  vote  of  the  people  in  dis- 
it  was  apprehended  would,  at  some  tricts.     This  resolution  was  refer- 
fiitnre  time,  grow  out  of  contests  red  to  a  committee,  which  on  the 
in  the  bouse  ;  and  no  well  digested  19th  of  January  made  a  report  on 
and  efiectual  amendment  was  to  the  subject,  accompanied  with  a 
be  expected,  from  a  discussion  of  long    resolution     embracing    the 
the  subject  directly  after  a  warm  amendment  proposed. 
election.     The  feelings  of  the  par-  By  this  amendment,  the  voters 
tisans  of  the  successful  and  disap-  qualified  to  vote  for  the  most  nu- 
pointed  candidates  had  been  too  merous  branch  of  the  state  legiA<- 
itionslT  excited^  to  permit  them  to  lature,  were  to  meet  in  the  month 
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of  August  preceding  the  expira-  vention  of  corruption ;  and  the  re- 
tion  of  the  presidential  term,  in  moving  from  the  house  of  repfe- 
their  respective  districts,  to  vote  sentatives  all  probable  necessity  of 
for  two  persons  as  president  and  electing  a  president.  The  greater 
vice-president  of  tlie  United  States,  part  of  tlie  report,  however,  was 
The  persons  receiving  in  each  dis-  taken  up  in  answering  the  objeo 
trict  tlie  greatest  number  of  votes  tions  made  to  the  amendmentt 
for  those  offices,  were  to  be  certified  arising  from  the  confederated 
by  the  governor  of  tlie  state  to  the  character  of  the  union,  and  the 
president  of  the  senate,  and  each  delay  of  the  second  election, 
of  the  state  senators,  as  being  en-  Great  ability  was  displayed  in 
titled  to  tlie  vote  of  that  district,  drawing  up  the  report ;  but  the 
The  year  of  the  election,  congress  subject  was  not  taken  up  in  the 
were  to  a^asenible  on  the  second  senate,  and  was  finally  lost  sight 
Monday  ofOctober;  and  the  first  day  of  in  the  more  interesting  topics, 
of  the  session,  the  votes  were  to  be  which  were  soon  made  the  object 
counted  in  the  present  manner.  If  of  its  attention: 
no  person  should  receive  a  majority  Other  amendments  to  the  con* 
ofthe  whole  number  of  votes;  a  se-  stitution  were  aflerwards  introdu* 
cond  election  was  to  be  ordered  in  ced  in  that  body,  and  one  of  them, 
the  first  week  of  December,  to  de-  prohibiting  the  re-election  of  a 
cide  between  the  two  candidates  President  beyond  two  terms,  was 
having  the  highest  number  of  votes :  carried,  by  a  vote  of  32  to  7,  almost 
the  result  of  which  election  was  to  without  discussion.  This  amend- 
be  certified  in  the  same  manner ;  ment  was  not  regarded  as  impor« 
and  the  person  having  the  greatest  tant ;  as  the  practice  of  declining  a 
number  was  to  be  elected.  If  a  tie  re-election,  afler  the  second  term, 
should  take  place  on  the  second  ha<I  been  so  uniform,  and  sanction- 
ballot;  then  the  house  of  repre-  ed  by  such  high  examples,  that  it 
sentatives  was  to  decide  in  the  pre-  seemed  to  supercede  the  necessity 
sent  mode.  This  proposition  was  of  any  provision  on  the  subject, 
accompanied  witli  a  long  and  ar-  Some,  however,  were  opposed  to 
gumentative  report,  setting  forth  any  limitation  to  the  power  of  the 
the  advantages  of  tiie  contem-  people  on  this  point,  as  nugatory  ; 
plated  amendments.  I'hese  were,  and  thought  that  amendments  not 
the  greater  simplicity  ofthe  first  called  for  by  existing  evils,  if  lightly 
election,  by  taking  away  the  inter-  adopted,  would  lead  to  a  tampering 
vening  electoral  body  between  the  with  the  constitution,  destructive 
candidate  and  the  people ;  the  pre-  to  the  stability  of  that  instrument. 
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He  other  amendment,  introduced 
by  Mr.  Bentoo,  was  not  called  up 
for  diflcuasion ;  and  according  to 
Iberule  of  the  senate,  expired  with 
die  other  unfinished  business  of  the 


In  the  house  of  representatives, 
the  subject  met  with  a  different  fate. 
After  several  notices  and  conversa- 
tions, relating  to  his  amendment, 
Ifr.  M'Duffie,  on  the  15th  of  Feb- 
nary,  commenced  the  debate  with 
to  elaborate  argument  in  favor  of 
Us  resolution.  Mr.  M'Duffie  ob- 
jected to  the  present  system,  that 
it  wanted  uniformity,  and  perma- 
DCDcy,  and  was,  in  fact,  no  fixed 
nile.  The  legislatures  of  24  states 
made  the  rule,  and  altered  it,  each 
tt  its  pleasure.  While  it  continued 
in  tiiat  unsettled  state,  it  would  be 
oAeo  productive  of  injustice.  He 
iutanced  the  Gerry-mandering  of 
IbBsadiuaetta  as  one  example 
vlttch  operated  most  unjustly,  and 
caused  great  excitement  through- 
out the  country.  It  also  placed  in 
the  hands  of  political  leaders,  great 
temptation  to  abolish  the  existing 
Bode  ibr  another,  more  suitable  to 
their  views,  and  thus  increased  the 
instability  of  the  present  system.  In 
hii  argument  he  examined  the  three 
netbods  presented  for  appointing 
efectoffs,  viz.  1st.  The  mode  hi- 
therto adopted  by  the  state  legisla- 
tures. 2d.  By  general  ticket.  3d. 
By  districts.  The  first  method  he 
considered  unconstitutional;    and 


after  supporting  that  opinion  by  the 
authority  of  the  Federalist,  he  pro* 
ceeded  to  state  his  objections  to 
the  general  ticket  system. 

The  most  obvious  objection  was, 
that  it  destroyed  the  voice  of  the 
minority.  He  did  not  mean  to 
contend,  that  the  minority  must  not 
submit  to  the  majority.  They  must 
submit ;  but  they  were  not  to  be 
struck  out,  as  numbers  of  no  im- 
portance in  political  equations.  As 
if  New  York  were  divided  between 
two  candidates,  in  the  proportion 
of  19  to  17  ;  her  vote  by  districts 
would  count,  but  two  for  the  can- 
didate having  the  largest  number. 
Upon  the  general  ticket  system 
her  vote  would  be  unanimous.  To 
this  he  objected.  He  was  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  majority  should  de- 
termine who  should  be  president ; 
but  he  was  not  wilUng  to  destroy 
all  minorities.  By  the  general 
ticket  system,  the  power  of  the 
state  was  raised,  to  destroy  the 
proper  influence  of  the  people. 

It  might  also  put  the  minority  in 
the  power  of  the  majority ;  as  if 
Pennsylvania  was  unanimous  for 
one  candidate,  and  New  York 
nearly  divided.  By  the  voice  of 
the  people,  Pennsylvania  would 
give  28  votes  for  her  favorite,  and 
New  York  a  divided  vote,  or  near- 
ly so,  between  him  and  his  oppo- 
nent ;  but  with  a  general  ticket. 
New  York  would  give  36  votes  for 
a  candidate,  who  would  be  pre- 
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ferred  by  a  bare  majority  of  her 
electors. 

Another  palpable  objection  was, 
that  it  arrayed  states  against  each 
other,  and  promoted  geographical 
distinctions.  It  put  down  all  oppo- 
sition to  this  influence,  and  destroy* 
ed  the  authority  of  all  wise  and 
virtuous  minorities,  not  under  the 
influence  of  sectional  feeling. 

The  main  objection  to  this  sys- 
tem, however,  was,  that  it  concen- 
trated power  in  the  hands  of  a  few 
political  leaders  without  responsi- 
bility. He  did  not  blame  large 
states  for  obtaining  power,  and  he 
could  not  expect  their  citizens  to 
act  without  a  central  power.  The 
voice  of  tlie  electors  could  not  be 
concentrated  without  such  a  power ; 
and  that  is  the  controlling  power, 
which  decides  all.  Political  disci- 
pline is  equally  necessary,  and 
equally  formidable  with  mihtary,  in 
operating  upon  large  masses.  The 
consequence  is,  the  establishment 
of  the  most  odious  aristocracy — of 
a  political  oligarchy  of  intriguers, 
invested  with  dictatorial  power. 
The  power  of  appointing  is,  in 
fact,  in  the  hands  of  a  few  political 
jugglers,  who,  behind  the  curtain, 
move  the  wires ;  and  who,  affect- 
ing to  be  the  people  themselves, 
govern  them  with  absolute  autho- 
rity. 

The  general  ticket  was  some- 
times defended,  because  it  pre- 
served the  power  of  the  states.    If 


this  were  true,  the  district  i 
should  be  altogether  aboliahet 
he  would  as  soon  hold  out 
spotic  system  under  the  db 
an  amendment,  as  the  idea  i 
king  a  general  ticket  unifomo 
whole  system  had  been  eatal 
for  a  particular  purpose, 
was  the  case  in  North  Cf 
and  in  Virginia.  Suppose  i 
New  York  it  should  be  sug 
on  the  eve  of  an  election  ;  tl 
electoral  vote  should  be  com 
ted,  in  order  to  counteract  th 
ence  of  other  states.  The  1 
ture  meet  and  appoint  el 
The  people  also  meet,  and 
upon  their  right,  and  actually  < 
an  electoral  college.  You  ba 
pretenders.  Who  would 
between  them  ?  A  civil  w 
such  a  case,  could  be  ac 
avoided.  On  one  side,  they 
appeal  to  the  practice  of  tin 
legislatures :  On  the  other, 
constitution.  It  could  only 
tied  by  an  appeal  to  arms,  1 
sioD,  discord  and  blood. 

One    of  the   objections 
against  his  amendment  w» 
it  tended  to  consolidation, 
were  the  case  he  was  wiD 
give  it  up.     What  was  the 
he  proposed  to  take  away. 
The  power  of  the  state  legis 
to  appoint  electors.     To  tl 
agree.    The  power  was  an  u 
one.     2d.   He  substituted  t 
trict  system  for  the  general 
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Does  that  iDJure  the  state  ?    It  is  important  consideration  of  all ;  for 

only  a  change.     It  does  not  give  unless    the   power  of  electing  a 

power  to  the  general  government,  president  be  taken  from  the  house, 

Bor  take  it  from  the  states.     It  in  fifty  years,  we  shaU  be  as  cor- 

only  takea.  it  from  the  legislature  nipt  as  any  government  upon  earth, 

lod  gives   it  to  the  people.     In  The  next   amendment  consists 

one  instance  the  states  act  through  in  referring  the  two  highest  candi- 

their  legislatiires ;  and  in  the  other,  dates  to   the    people,   instead    of 

tfvough  the  people.     It  takes  from  sending  the  three  highest  to  the 

the  majority  its  tendency  to  abuse  house  of  representatives.  The  issue 

its  power,   and  preserves  to  the  presented  is  between  the  people 

mmority  its  just  influence.    Instead  and  congress ;  and  in  this  amend- 

of  coosc^idating  power  here ;  the  ment  is  contained  the  fundamental 

eftct  of  the  amendment  was,  to  principle  of  the  change.     In  this 

islribute  it  among  261  indepen-  republic  the  great  sustaining  and 

deot  districts.     The  state  govern-  pervading  principle  is,  the  respon- 

oents  he  regarded  as  sentinels  to  sibility  of  the  public  functionaries 

gutrd  the  rights  of  the  people ;  and  to  the  people.     This  sublime  prin- 

tbe  way  to  preserve  the  dignity  of  ciple,   which  is  analagous  to  the 

the  local  legislatures,  was,  not  to  harmony  of  the  material  universe, 

fanng  them  into  the  business  of  may  be  termed  the  gravitation  of 

efections.     This    was    to  corrupt  our  political  system,  distinguishing 

ind    contaminate     them.      They  it  from  all  the  governments  which 

ihcNild    stand    unconnected,    and  have  ever  existed  upon  earth.     It 

guard  te  rights  of  their  constitu-  is  exclusively  ours.    It  is  establish- 

eats.  ed  in  the  very  nature  of  our  system, 

Qd  this  branch  of  the  subject  he  tliat  in  proportion  to  power  confer- 

vould  conclude,  by  suggesting  to  red,  must  be  responsibihty  required, 

tiie  representatives    of  the  large  They  are  antagonist  principles,  and. 

stales,  that  the  small  states  would  its  perfection  consists  in  their  equi- 

aever  give  iip  their  relative  weight ;  poise.     Unless  they  are  brought  to 

until  the  large  states  surrender  the  this  equipoise  ;  unless,  as  power  is 

power  of  combining  their  force  by  increased,  responsibihty  is  rendered 

a  general  ticket.     This  must  be  more  efficient,  the  system  is  dc- 

tbe  cooaideration  of  the  compro-  stroyed  as  effectually  as  tlie  equili- 

miae ;    and     all     the    arguments  brium  of  the  universe  by  the  de- 

against  bringing  the  election    to  struction  of  the  centripetal  and  cen- 

tbe  hooae,  are  in  favor  of  the  dis-  trifugal  powers.     This  end  is  at- 

trict  ajBlem.     This  is  the  most  tained  by  making   tlie   president 
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directly  responsible  to  the  people. 
The  great  problem  is  solved  and 
two  elements  combined,  which  ne- 
Ter  before  existed  together ;  hbertjr 
and  power. 

The  power  of  the  president,  he 
stated  to  be  equal  to  that  of  the 
king  of  England  ;  and  so  satisfied 
were  the  framers  of  the  constitu* 
tion  that  it  would  be  exercised  with 
integrity,  that  while  they  restricted 
the  other  branches  of  the  govern- 
ment, they  conferred  almost  un- 
limited power  upon  the  president. 

He  regarded  this  with  some 
alarm.  To  congress  was  given 
power  to  raise  armies,  appropriate 
money,  &.c. :  but  to  the  president 
all  executive  power.  What  is  this  ? 
All  the  power  vested  in  any  other 
executive.  He  cannot,  indeed,  de- 
clare war ;  and  this  is  the  only  pow- 
er which  the  king  of  England  has, 
that  the  president  has  not ;  and 
this  he  never  exercises  upon  his 
own  unadvised  opinion. 

The  president  may,  under  the 
treaty  making  power,  add  empires 
to  the  country  ;  and  all  that  the 
house  has  to  do,  is  to  make  appro- 
priations to  carry  the  treaty  into 
effect. 

The  strongest  barriers  against 
power,  without  responsibility,  he 
regarded  as  contemptible.  Pow- 
er is  the  means  of  conferring 
blessing.  "Bring  me  power," 
5<aid  he,  "  which  cannot  be  abused. 


and  I  wiU  idolize  it,  for  1  love 
power." 

It  is  essential  to  freedom  itself; 
for  no  system  can  long  maintatfi 
itself  that  has  not  aU  the  active 
and  defensive  powers  of  sove- 
reignty. 

He  agreed  with  the  idea  in  the 
president's  message,  that  liberty  is 
power  ;  and  this  principle  was  the 
one  by  which  the  despotisms  of  the 
world  would  be  finaUy  efiaced. 
But  this  power  must  be  accom- 
panied by  responsibility.  Extend 
it  through  our  system,  and  it  is 
formed  for  endless  duration. 

This  he  proposed  to  do  by  this 
amendment.  The  people  were  in- 
telligent and  virtuous,  and  to  them 
might  safely  be  confided  the  cor- 
rection of  the  evils  he  apprehendod 
from  executive  power. 

The  press  had  given  them  a 
means  of  intelligence  not  possess- 
ed by  the  republics  of  Greece  and 
Rome,  and  the  extension  of  the 
territories  through  winch  power 
was  diffused,  exempted  them  from 
the  violence  and  tumult  which  de- 
stroyed those  petty  states. 

He  did  not  fear  any  violence 
from  referring  the  election  back  to 
the  people.  We  had  just  had  an 
election,  in  which  the  popular  can- 
didate was  not  chosen,  yet  we  wit- 
nessed no  violence  among  the  peo- 
ple. They  submitted  with  the  dig- 
nity of  freemen  to  the  constitu- 
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tkmil  authoritj.  There  was,  per- 
iii|it,  too  much  of  UuB.  It  sarored 
of  afMlhy  and  indifierence,  which, 
oi  Mich  a  subject,  he  regarded  as 
die  wont  of  evils.  If  the  people 
vouhl  not  elect  a  president,  some 
one  nniflt.  Their  indifference  will 
five  a  morbid  energy  to  political 
iitngiiefB  and  office  hunters. 

Tbef  win  seek  importance  by  in- 
fttfyw'ng  the  election  of  the  ex- 
eeutiTe.     God  forbid,  said  he,  that 
ve  ahould  put  it  into  the  power  of 
to  raise  themselves  by  such 
Let  our  aspirations  rather 
be,  ^  Lead  us  not  into  temptation."* 
By  the  present  constitution,  the 
^ree  highest  candidates  are  refer- 
red to  Congress.     Is  this  because 
eongress  is  more  intelligent  than 
thepeople? 

U  the  pef^le  are  capable  of 
fating  for  three,  they  are  capable 
of  votiiig  for  one.  The  evils  of 
both  systams  are  at  present  united. 
The  CMHJidates  are  sent  to  con- 
grav  without  giving  any  latitude 
of  discretion — ^yet  enough  for  the 
purposes  of  corruption. 

In  this  government  the  enecu- 
tive  acts  unseen.  He  expends  mo^ 
ney,  distributes  armies,  regulates 
and  cootrob  not  in  the  public  eye, 
before  which  the  legislature  acts ; 
Vat  in  silence.^  He  is  only  brought 
bdbre  the  public  through  the  le- 
giilsture,  and  that  sees  him  only 
through  the  lumbering  documents 
oathetaUe.    He  would  preserve 


congress  fron^  the  operation  of  such 
an  executive.      When  that  body 
elects  a  president,  it  makes  itself 
his  partizan.     Instead  of  exercising 
a  control ;  it  will  feel  bound  to  sus- 
tain "the  president  of  its  choice,  ^and 
the  independence  of  the  legisla- 
ture is  destroyed.     ^^  To  say  no- 
thing here  of  corruption,  there  is 
hardly  a  man  among  us,  proud  as 
we  are  of  our  own  dignity,  who 
cannot  have  the  sternness  of  his 
virtue  relaxed  by  a  smile,  or  an  act 
of  confidence  on  the  part  of  the 
executive.     The  people  are  with- 
out the  circle  of  this  inflaaaee ;  but 
we,  their  virtuous  legiatilirs,  can 
be  reached  by  a  thousand  modes." 
In  congress,  such  is  the  state  of 
things,  that,  in  general,  the  choice 
of  the  peopfe  must  be  defeated. 
Minorities    will    always    combine 
against  majorities^     The  man  who 
is  the  choice  of  the  nation  stands 
on  his  own  principles.     You  can- 
not approach  him ;  and,  upon   a 
principle  as  certain  as  gravitation, 
minorities  will  unite  against  him. 
The  vote  is  by  states ;  and  by  the 
corruption  of  the  smaller  states,  a 
president  may  be  elected.     Even 
excluding  the  idea  of  corruption, 
the  efiect  is  to  array  factions  in 
congress,  and  to  render  it  probable 
that  the  executive  will  be  elected 
by  a  minority.     What  will  be  the 
consequence  of  bringing  in  a  pre- 
sident under  such  circumstances  ? 
You  place  him  at  the  head  of  ^' 
9 
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&ir8,iyiththecoii8ciou8nes8thathe  temptation  which  few  can 

haa  no  power,  and  his  whole  pa^  Satan  himself  could  not  devise  a 

tronlige  will  be  used  to  bobter  vtp  scheme,  which  would  more  in&IK* 

his  popularity.     He  is  compelled  bly  introduce  corruption  and  death 

by  his  situation  to  become  a  polir  into  our  political  Eden.   This  is  tte 

Ucal  intriguer.     He  feared  the  in-  fountain  of  our  danger.     The  hoh 

fluence    of   executive   patronage,  tory  of  every  free  government  fl^ 

He  had  well  considered  it  when  he  lustrates  it.     They  all  have  &Beft 

said,  that  since  man  was  created,  under  the  corrupting  influence  of 

there  never  was  a  political  body  executive  patronage, 

which  would  not  become  corrupt.  Are  we  exempt  ?  he  asked.  Are 

Corruption  steals  upon   us   in  a  the  statesmen  of  the  United  Stilaa 

thousand  shapes.     The  bribery  of  more  pure?    The  people,  indeed, 

office  is  the  most  dangerous,  since  are,  from  the  peculiar  structure  nt 

it  can  be  efl^ted  in  the  guise  of  society,  superior  to  the  people  of 

patriotep^  England.    But  there  is  no  countTf, 

AH  ^mM^elice  teaches  us   the  where  office  has  more  attradioii 

irresistible   power  of  temptation,  than  in  the  United  States.     He  did 

when  vice   assumes  the  form  of  not  say  this  in  censure,  or  in  praise, 

virtue.     The  great  enemy  of  man-  Human  nature  is  the  same  every 

kind  would  not  have  consummated  where.     We  are,  however,  some- 

the  ruin  of  our  first  parents,  had  he  what  worse  than  in  Engkad.     A 

appeared  in  his  native  deformity :  member  of  parhament  would  dia- 

but  he  came  as  the  serpent — as  the  dain  to  accept  a  petty  office  al  the 

president  may — and  presented    a  hands  of  the  king.     A  member  of 

beautiful  apple,  and  told  his  glo-  congress  will  accq>t  any  office. 

zing  story,  you  can  be  guilty  of  no  We  see  all  principles,  idl  the  45t^ 

crime ;  you  will  obtain  the  know-  lours  of  the  rainbow  in  our  cabt- 

ledge  of  good  and  evil.     Such  was  net — a  sacrifice  of  principle  at  tiie 

the  process  :  and  here  you  have  a  shrine  of  power, 

beautiful  illustration  of  the  frdilty  •      These  evils  must  be  resisted  now, 

of  man.     We  are  not  liable  to  be  in  their  incipient  state,  or  never, 

corrupted  i !     To  an^itious  mem-  To  effect  this  desiraUe  object, 

hers  of  congress,  there  are  offices,  he  offered  the  following  modifiea- 

which  may  appear  as  beautiful  as  tion  of  his  original    proposition, 

the  apple  of  Eden.     You  are  ap-  That  the  constitution  should  be  90 

plied,  to  by  the  h^est  power  of  amended,  as  to  prevent  the  dectioii 

the  nation;  honor, power,  wealth  of  president  and  vice   president, 

are  all  held  out  to  you.    This  is  a  from  devolving  upon  the  hotise  ol 
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rapresentalives.  2dly.  That  an  the  aame  time,  should  preserve  the 
aiiifono  system  of  votiog  by  dis-  just  inHuetice  and  power  of  the  ae- 
tricts  in  each  state,  equal  in  num-  veral  states  of  the  confederacy, 
bar  to  the  senators  and  representa-  The  parties  to  the  compact  came 
tim  of  that  state,  ou^t  to  be  es-  together,  in  the  character  of  sepa- 
Hbhshedi  and  that  each  district  rate  and  independent  communities 
ihould  have  one  vote.  3dly.  That  of  people,  distinct  and  sovereign, 
a  sdect  committee  be  appointed,  to  In  all  that  related  to  their  external 
report  a  j<Hiit  resolution  embracing  relations,  and  in  much  that  con- 
tbo0e  objects.  cemed  their  domestic  prosperity, 
Tlieae  resolutions,  and  the  argu-  their  true  and  obvious  policy  was 
meats,  by  which  they  were  support-  the  same.  The  formation,  bow- 
ed, oeceasarily  provoked  much  dis-  ever,  of  a  common  government, 
csvioo.  Air.  Storrs,ofNew-York,  was  attended  with  great  difficul- 
opposed  tbem  in  a  speech  which,  ties. 

Bide  a  strong  impression  on  the  The  natural  advantages  of  somo 

liie  bowe.     He  entirely  denied  the  of  the  states,  and  the  habits  and 

fandammihil  principles  upon  which  character  of  their  citizens,  had  led 

the  flMwer  of  the  resolutions  bad  them  to  look  to  commerce,  as  the 

idfoeated  them,  vi^.  that  the  ori-  chief  source  of  their  prosperityc" 

giaal  adjostment  of  the  electoral  In  other  states  a  difference  of  situ* 

power,  was  intended  to  6btain  the  ation  and  habits,  had  caused  an- 

Mse  of  a  majority  of  the  .people  other  interest  to  predominate.     In 

of  the  United  States,  in  the  elec-  several  of  the  states  there  existed 

tioa  of  a  piecddent ;  that  in  that  ad-  common  potitical  interests,  pecu- 

joBtiBeatillM)  democratic  representa-  liar  in  their  character,  and  close* 

tire  pffiacii^e  was  introduced  into  ly   connected  with  their  internal 

tbesfiteai ;  that  the  district  system  peace  and  security — perbqis  their 

ii  laost  congenial  to  the  spirit  of  very  existence-*-which  these  states 

tie  constitution;  and  that  tlie  gene-  could  never  safely  subject  to  the 

nl  tkkel  system,  tends  to  subvert  operation  c^any  system,  not  under 

the  will  of  a  majwity  of  the  peo-  their  exclusive  control.    It  was  a 

pie.     He  regarded  the  great  ^id  to  most  difficult  and  deUcatQ  matter 

be  amyfwpliy^H  in  the  formation  to  unite,  even  for  the  most  desira- 

of  tke  eoostitation  was,  the  esta-  ble  ends,  the  various  and,  in  some 

MiaJMMMt  of  a  national  govern-  respects,  repugnant  interests  of  the 

maatt  which  riiould  be  adequate  to  parties  to  the  federal  constitution, 

te  ekfeeta,  io  which  w^  all  bad  a  At  that  time,  the  security  of  all 

common  interest;  and  which,  at  these  various  interests  was  con* 
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fided,  to  legislatures  immediately 
responsible  to  the  several  states. 
The  (x>wer  and  resources  of  the 
states  were  in  the  hands  of  these 
legislatures,  as  the  guardians  of  the 
common  political  interests,  of  the 
people  who  created  them.     In  the 
formation  of  a  federal  government, 
they  were  called  upon,  to  take  from 
their  state  legislatures  many  of  the 
powers  of  sovereignty,  and  to  con- 
fer them  on  the  national  govern- 
ment.    In  the  distribution  not  only 
of  these  powers ;  but  of  all  those 
incidentally  accessary  to  the  new 
system,  they  were  most   sensiby 
alive  to  the  security  of  their  sepa- 
rate interests,  and  the  preservation 
of  their  just  relative  political  influ- 
ence, in  that  peculiar  system,  which 
was  to  be  established  more  or  less 
on  the  basis  of  the  popular  princi- 
ple of  a  representation  of  the  peo- 
ple ;of  the  several  states,  as  diflTer- 
ent  sovereign  communities.     This 
was  the  intention  of  the  firamers  of 
the  constitution.     The  compact  is 
between  the  people  of  the  respec- 
tive states,  as  distinct  sovereign 
communities.      It  is    not    to    be 
treated  as  the  creature  of  the  state 
legislatures.     They  were  not  par- 
ties in  any  sense  to  this  compact. 
The  constitution  speaks  throughout 
of  the  parties,  in  the  character  of 
distinct  state   communities.      He 
inferred,  that  it  was  an  erroK^  to 
treat  that  part,  whick  prescribes  the 


election  of  an  executive,  as  founded 
on  the  pure  popular  representative 
principle  which  the  amendment 
professes  to  adopt.  In  settling 
that  part,  as  in  the  other  branches 
of  the  government,  the  principles 
upon  which  the  compromise  for 
the  preservation  of  these  various  in- 
terests was  made,  were  consulted. 
The  senate  was  not  established  on 
such  a  basis :  Nor  was  the  house  of 
representatives.  There  was  one 
interest,  which  helped  to  swell  the 
numerical  power  of  some  of  the 
states  in  that  houeie,  which  wafi 
subversive  of  the  whole  foundation 
of  popular  representation  in  a  free 
government ;  and,  in  anjr  event, 
the  smaller  states  are  secured  one 
representative  on  principles,  which 
were  not  necessarily .  connected 
with  their  population. 

The  distribution  of  the  electoral 
power  has  been  graduated  among 
the  states,  by  their  collective  nume- 
rical power,  in  the  house  and  the 
senate,  carrying  in  it  the  ingre- 
dient of  all  the  federative,  as  well 
as  representative  principles,  which 
entered  into  this  political  system. 

From  these  principles  he  con- 
cluded, that  m  the  election  of 
president  it  was  intended  to  pre- 
serve inviolably,  the  expression  of 
the  will  of  the  people  of  the  several 
states,  as  distinct  political  oommu- 
nities.  It  was  not  to  coUect  the 
sense  of  the  people  of  the  United 
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States  as  one  common  mass ;  but  approximates  to  a  consolidation ; 

as  representing  the  will  of  separate,  which  must,  at  last,  annihilate  their 

mdependent  republics.  influence  in  the  confederacy. 

On  this   point,  too,  they  have  If  the  free  states,  by  the  enterprise 

manifested  extreme  jealousy,  in  the  of  their  citizens,  or  other  causes, 

Bianner  in  which  they  have  secured  have    acquired    a    relative  power 

the  exercise  of  this  right,  from  the  which  did  not  exist  at  the  adoption 

interference  of  congress.    The  con-  of  the  constitution  ;  that  result  was 

slitution    has    provided,    that    the  then  foreseen,  and  a  fair  equivalent 

^^  times  and  manner'^  of  election  was  then  given  and  received,  for 

may  be  altered  by  congress  ;   but  the  advantages  secured  to  them  by 

the  choice  of  the  electors  is  taken  that  compact.     But  it  is  not  the 

completely  beyond    the  reach  of  free  states  that  are  most  concerned 

any  interference  by  the  other  states,  in  the  consequences,  which  must 

and  aU  power  over  the  subject  is  result   from  a  disturbance  of  the 

withheld     from     congress.      The  original   adjustment  of  power  by 

equivalent  for  this  augmentation  of  the  constitution.     From  the  com* 

poiwer  in  the  large  states,  by  this  mencement    of   the    government, 

state  vote  in  the  electoral  colleges,  they  have  steadily  advance^  in  a 

is  to  be  fennd  when  the  election  is  greater  ratio  of  increase  than  the 

hfXNight  into  the  house  ;   but  even  rest  of  the  union  ;    and  every  sue* 

then,    the   federative  principle  is  cessive    census    indicates  an   ap- 

pfeserved  in  the  ballot.  This  right,  proach  to  that  point,  which  will 

theo,  of  choosing  electors  in  their  give  to  the  free  states  two  thirds 

own  way  being  thus  retained  by  of  the  numerical  strength  of  this 

the  states,  by  the  original  compact,  house.     The    state    sovereignties 

is  to  be  exercised,  only  as  they  shall  now  hold  this  power  in  check  ; 

deem    best   for    the    preservation  but    every    movement    disturbing 

of  their  jost  political  importance,  their  stability  in  this  system,  weak- 

¥rheo  the  large  states  consent  to  ens  the  foundations  of  the  govern*- 

snrrender  h,  or  sufier  themselves  ment. 

to  be  broken  up  into  fragments  by  Is  the  mover  of  these  resolu- 

this  amendment,  which  proposes  to  tions,    then,    ready  to   adopt  his 

mek  down  into  one  common  mass,  principles  in  their  full  extent,  and 

the  people  of  the  several  states,  to  apportion  the  electoral  power 

theyhave  surrendered  their  strength;  between   the   states  according  to 

and  win  finally  find,  that  they  have  their  respective  numbers  of  free 

sacrificed   their  interests.      Every  citizens  ?     Will  he  consent  to  give 

^tep  taken  towards   this   system,  up  the  power  which  many  of  thf^ 
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states  retained  in  their  elections 
upon  other  principles  than  an  ex- 
pression of  popular  will  ?  By  his 
amendment,  this  inequality  is  pre- 
served ;  and  the  candidate  actually 
chosen  may  be  far  from  being  the 
choice  of  a  majority  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States. 

He  thonght  that  the  amendment 
was  incompatible  with  our  system 
of  government ;  and  he  did  not  see 
that  it  was  so  desirable  as  the  mo- 
ver described,  that  a  uniformity  in 
the  exercise  of  the  elective  right, 
should  be  thus  established.  The 
uniformity  was  only  one  in  form, 
and  might  produce  great  inequali- 
ties in  practice.  While  the  present 
diversity  exists  in  the  systems  of 
New  York  and  Virginia,  it  may 
well  happen  that  the  vote  of  the 
former  may  be  neutralized  ;  while 
Virginia  gives  an  undivided  vote 
for  the  candidate  of  her  choice. 
But  the  obvious  remedy  for  this,  is 
to  restore  to  New  York  her  gene- 
ral ticket.  To  correct  this  ine- 
quality by  districting  '  Virginia, 
might  virtually  annihilate  the  entire 
power  of  both  these  large  states. 
Distraction  of  public  opinion  is  in- 
deed an  evil  in  any  of  the  states ; 
but  the  remedy  is  not  to  be  found 
in  the  difiusion  of  a  principle  among 
them  all,  which  tends  to  spread  the 
evil  still  wider. 

It  is  said  that  the  operation  of  a 
general  ticket  destroys  the  vote  of 
the  minority  in  a  state,  and  that  it 


virtually  transfers  their  votes  to  a 
candidate  whom  they  dislike.  This 
argument  contains  within  itself 
a  fatal  error.  It  indirectly  assumes 
that  minorities  are  entitled  to  rep- 
resentation as  weU  as  majorities. 
But  we  must  recollect  that  the 
same  result  must  happen,  more  or 
Iciss,  in  the  district  system  also.  It 
can  never  be  admitted,  that  minori- 
ties have  rights  like  these.  If  tho 
elective  power  be  a  state  power, 
the  general  ticket  system  is  the 
only  sound  one.  If  it  be  desirable 
to  obtain  the  sepse  of  the  majority 
of  the  people  throughout  the  Uni- 
ted States,  it  should  be  done  by  a 
general  vote  throughout  the  Union* 
The  more  you  divide  tlie  mass  into 
divisions  and  subdivisions,  the  &r- 
ther  we  remove  the  final  result 
from  that  which  we  profess  to  at- 
tain— the  will  of  the  majority.  Un- 
der the  general  ticket  system  no 
person  can  be  elected  unless  he 
obtains  a  majority  of  the  electoral 
votes  conferred  by  the  people,  vo- 
ting on  the  basis  of  their  true  con- 
stitutional power — ^by  states.  But 
by  districts  you  place  it  within  the 
power  of  the  minority,  to  defeat  the 
majority. 

To  the  argument  in  favor  of  the 
amendment,  that, it  is  adapted  to 
remedy  the  evils  growing  out  of 
the  caucus  system ;  Mr.  Storrs  re- 
plied, that  the  true  remedy  for 
those  evils  was  to  be  found  in  tho 
virtue  and  integrity  of  the  people. 
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That  ^  878lem  must  neceflsarily 
deme  its  power  from  public  opi- 
nioo ;  ind  as  long  as  it  was  con- 
fiaad  at  one  point,  its  erils  were 
mare  Mty  exposed.  It  then  pre* 
seoted  a  single  power,  against  whidi 
tbe  energies  of  the  state  might  be 
Reeled.  Diffused,  it  still  opera* 
led  silently  and  unseen^  and  carried 
its  contaminating  influence  through- 
out tile  body  politic,  tainting  the 
irtiole  system,  and  corrupting  the 
vitality  of  our  social  institutions. 

On  the  other  branch  of  the 
amendment  he  observed,  that  the 
principal  argument  in  favor  of  ta- 
king the  election  from  the  house, 
was  founded  on  the  danger  of  the 
ahuse  of  that  power.  This  argu* 
ment  directed  itself  against  the  ex* 
istence  of  all  political  power  and 
government.  It  proves  (if  it  prove 
toy  thing)  that  it  is  better  to  go  at 
once  back  to  a  state  of  nature,  and 
adopt  the  social  institutions  of  the 
aborigines  in  our  vicinity. 

He  did  not  fear  any  danger  to 
the  go?enmient,  from  the  corrup- 
tioo  of  the  bouse.  If  the  govern- 
ment was  to  be  demolished,  (he 
sud)  H  would  not  find  the  weapons 
of  destmctioD  in  that  house.  The 
Preioriao  bands  would  be  led  up 
to  thai  fiktal  work,  from  other  quar- 
ters. Tlie  great  masses  of  feeling 
in  diftrent  parts  of  the  union,  and 
the  common  interests  affecting  great 
sectional  portions  of  the  country, 
most  be  first  inflamed  and  put  in 


motion  by  those  who  seek  for  pow- 
er— the  spirit  of  anarchy  will  say 
to  the  north,  ^^  Your  commerce  is 
to  be  annihilated ;"  to  the  south* 
^*'  Your  internal  security  is  in  dan- 
ger ;*'  and  to  the  west,  ^^  Your  in- 
heritances are  to  be  taken  frtnn 
you,  and  your  political  power  is  to 
be  trampled  upon."  We  may  then 
look  among  the  people  for  those, 
who,  flattering  their  prejudices- 
fomenting  their  passions— stirring 
up  the  deadly  elements  of  party 
hatred,  and  exasperating  the  bitter- 
est feelings  of  human  infirmity, 
persuade  them  to  consider  their 
public  men  and  statesmen  as  trai- 
tors to  their  interests,  and  to  treat 
them  as  public  enemies.  If  we 
are  really  so  unfit  to  be  trusted ; 
the  mover  of  this  amendment  might 
have  spared  all  his  labor  to  con- 
vince us  of  its  propriety.  But,  in 
my  opinion,  the  experience  of  this 
country  has  taught  a  different  les-  - 
son  ;  and  it  is  yet  to  be  proved 
that  the  integrity  of  this  house  has 
ever  been  made  subservient  to  ex- 
ecutive influence.  The  tests  which 
the  genUeman  adopts,  are  such  as 
no  man  can  stand  the  trial.  If  the 
executive  appoints  his  friends  to 
office,  'tis  corruption  ;  if^  he  ap- 
points his  enemies,  'tis  corruption 
still.  If  he  appoints  his  friends — ^be  ^ 
pays  ;  if  his  enemies--4ie  buys. 

Are  these  the  unsparing  judg- 
ments, which  a  generous  people 
will  pass  upon  their  public  men  ? 
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Are  we  to  cherish  doctrines  like  feU  by  the  lawless  violence  of  their 
these,  which  lead  tp  such  denun-  own  citizens.  Nor  can  any  parallel 
eiations  of  all  that  our  national '  be  found  between  the  election  of  a 
pride  and  the  character  of  our  in-  president,  apd  the  absurd  mockery 
stiUitions  lead  us  to  respect.  and  violence  of  a  Polish  diet.    This 

Believe  me,  sir,  the  people  of  this    union  is  not  to  be  dissolved  by  vio- 
country  wiU  not  respond  to  these    lences  Uke  these.  Its  dissohition  is  ra- 
sentiments.     They  are  too  jealous    ther  to  be  expected  from  the  opera- 
of  their  own  honor,  and  the  reputa*    tion  of  other  causes.    It  can  only  be 
tion  of  their  government,  and  too    accomphshed  by  first  impairing  the 
generous,  to  cherish  such  injustice    cotifidence  of  the  people  in  the 
to  their  own  institutions,  and  their    integrity  of   their  representatives 
own  statesmen.      They  will    not    and  pubhc  councils — ^in  raising  up 
consider  it  as  dishonorable  to  be    against  it  the  states,  by  violating 
called  from  this  house,  to  the  ser-    their   rights  ;    and   in   combining 
vice  or  councils  of   the   country,    against  the  government  the  moral 
Public  men  must  be  educated  for    power  of  the  country.     Then  you 
public  stations.     Soldiers  may  be    will  find  how  weak  this  political 
made  by  nature ;    but  statesmen    system  is,    without    this    support 
must  be  educated.    They  must  de-    from  the  nation ;  and  it  will  expire 
vote  themselves  to  the  study  of  the    without  a  struggle." 
laws  and  institutions  of  their  coun-        He  thought,  that  the  best  plan 
try  ;!  her  history  ;    domestic  and    was,  to  go  back  to  the  original 
foreign  relations  ;  the  principles  of   constitution.     That  plan  contained 
her  public  policy;  the  temper  of   within  itself  an  eflfectual  remedy  to 
the  people,  and  the  spirit  of  the    the  evils  of  the  caucus  system.     It 
government.     In  this  house,  too,    was  always  in  the  power  of  a  few 
they  must  pass  the  ordeal  of  pub-    electors  to  defeat  a  party  candidate 
lie    opinion,    and    manifest   those    for  the  presidency  ;  and  it  insured, 
profound    talents,   sound  poUtical    in  the  two  highest  stations  in  the 
principles,  and  great  moral  quali-    country,  public   men  of  the   first 
fications,  which  alone  can  adorn    grade  of  character.     At  present, 
the  pubUc  councils,  and  perpetuate    the  vice-presidency  is  the  mere  re^ 
the  civil  hberties  of  the  country,    ward  of  personal  influence.      By 
The  examples  drawn  from  the  an-    the  amendment  of  1802,  the  small 
cient  r^ublics  are  not  applicable    states  lost  much  of  their  power  in 
here.     They  were  republics  of  sin-    the  election  ;  and  the  amendment 
Cecities,  uneducated,  of  condensed    proposed  to  take  from  them  the 
population  and  comipt  morals ;  aid    only  remnant  of  their  power.    The 
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plan  of  sending  back  to  the  people  They  were  opposed  by  Messrs. 

the  two  hi^eft  candidates,  by  no  Stevenson,  of  Virginia  ;  Ingersoll, 

means  secures  the  election  of  the  of  Connecticut ;  Bartlett,  of  New 

second  choice  of  the  nation.    This  Hampshire  ;    Everett,  of  Massa- 


well  be  the  lowest  of  the  chusetts ;    Pearce,  of  Rhode  I#i- 

three  highest,  who  by  this  amend-  land ;     Wood,    of    New    York  ; 

menti  would  be  excluded  from  the  Mitchell,  of  South  Carolina ;    Mi- 

electioa.  ner,  of  Pennsylvania  ;  Trimble,  of 

He  cooduded  by  asking,  if  this  Kentucky  ;    and  Vance,  of  Ohio. 

WIS  an  auspicious  moment  for  an  After  the  very  elaborate  speeches 

anieixinient  of  the  original  com-  of  Mr.  M^Duffie,  and  Mr.  Storrs, 

pact.     When  that  was  formed,  the  there    could    be    little    room   for 

states  had  been  recently  chastened  material   novelty.      Mr.    Everett, 

by  adversity,  and  they  deeply  felt  in  a  very  eloquent  and  ingenious 

the  greatness  of  their  mutual  obli-  speech,  in  one  point  went  farther 

gatioiis.     Now,  circumstances  are  than  Mr.  Storrs.     He  contended, 

changed.     We  are  in  the  days  of  that  the    proposition    before  the 

oar  prosperity.    Great  sectional  in-  house  was  a  violation,  and  not  an 

terests  have  sprung  up  in  the  states;  amendment,  of  the   constitution, 

and  a  whole  nation  has  been  brought  That  it  subverted  the  fundamental 

'mU>  existence  beyond  the  moun-  principles  of  the  constitution,  in 

tains.    Public  feeling  has  been  late-  relation  to  the  choice  of  an  execu- 

If  deeply  agitated,  and  the  country  is  tive  ;    and   was  inconsistent  with 

sot  yet  quiet.    And  he  submitted  to  the  terms  of  the  original  compact, 

the  eomnuttee  whether  it  were  dis-  He  also  repelled,  in  the  most  forci- 

cnei  now  to  move  in  this  matter  ?  ble  terms,  the  insinuation  against 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  and  Mr. ,  the  integrity  of  congress,  and  the 

Kellogg,  of  New  York,  advocated  character  of  the  existing  admini- 

the  first  branch  of  the  amendment,  stration. 

wUch  t<x>k  the  election  from  the        As  the  debate  proceeded,  it  as- 

hoose,  and  opposed  the  residue.  sumed  the  aspect  of  a  debate  in 

Mr.  Sannders,  of  North  Carolina,  answer  to  an  executive  message ; 

advocated  them  both,  as  did  Mr.  or  a  resolution  to  consider  the  state 

Carabreling,  of  New' York;  Dray-  of  the  nation.     Most  of  those  who 

ton,  of  South  Carolina ;    Isaacs,  advocated  the  amendments,  declar- 

Poflk,  and  Mitchell,  of  Tennessee ;  ed  themselves  opposed  to  the  pre- 

Bryan,  of  North   Carolina;    Le  sent  administration ;  and  made  ma» 

ConqiCe,  of  Kentucky.  ny  significant  allusiond  to  the  elec*- 
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tion,  and  what  they  denominated,  a 
coalition  between  the  friends  of  the 
president,  and  the  secretary  of  state. 
To  the  charge  of  coalition,  it  was 
repUed,'that  no  derelection  of  prin- 
ciple was  involved,  in  the  support 
given  by  their  friends  to  an  admi- 
nistration of  which  they  were  both 


to  corrupt  motives;  and  asserted  that 
his  friends  were  induced,  by  his  influ- 
ence, to  vote  contrary  to  their  obli- 
gations to  their  constituents.  This 
charge,  which  was  conveyed  in  the 
most  unequivocal  terms,  was  im- 
mediately and  promptly  repelled 
by  the  western  members  who  voted 


members ;    and  it  was  asked,  if  with  Mr.  Clay,  on  that  occasion, 

there  was  any  impropriety  in  the  The  sentiments  of  the    speaker's 

administration's  seeking  a  union  of  own  constituents  were  stated  by 

councils,  where  there  was  no  dif-  Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  to  be 


ference  of  principles  ;  when  it  was 
considered  even  virtuous  to  seek  a 
onion  of  councils  against  it.  If  on 
one  side  there  was  a  union  of  the 

• 

supporters  of  the  president  and  the 
secretary  of  state ;  on  the  other 
there  was  a  coalition  of  the  friends 
of  the  late  secretary  of  the  trea- 


in  favor  of  the  course  adopted  by 
him  ;  and  the  election,  by  an  over- 
whelming majority,  of  his  succes- 
sor, Mr.  Clark,  whose  friendly  feel- 
ings towards  the  present  admini- 
stration, were  well  known,  was 
triumphantly  appealed  to  as  an 
irrefragable  proof  of  the  approba- 


sury  and  the  vice  president ;    of    tibn  of  his  constituents. 


those  who  contended  for  a  rigid 
interpretation  of  the  constitution, 
and  those  who  resorted  to  the 
utmost  latitude  of  construction. 
These  direct  allusions  to  the  exist- 
ing state  of  things,  became  more 
frequent  towards  the  close  of  the 
debate ;  and  finally  produced  a 
scene  of  crimination  and  recrimi- 
nation, very  derogatory  to  the  dig- 
nity and  character  of  the  house. 

When  the  mover  of  the  resolu- 
tions, (Mr.  M'Duffie,)  came  to 
reply  to  the  various  objections 
made  to  his  amendments,  he  went 
into  a  history  of  the  late  election, 
and  imputed  the  support  which  the 
late  speaker  gave  to  the  president, 


In  consequence  of  this  charge 
against  the  secretary  of  state,  by 
the  mover  of  the  resolutions,  and 
the  direct  and  personal  retorts  of 
those,  who  were  aimed  at  as  his 
friends;  a  state  of  feeling  was  pro- 
duced in  the  house,  very  unfavora- 
ble to  the  dispassionate  decision  of 
the  proposed  amendments.  The 
discussion  on  them  had  been  pro- 
tracted nearly  seven  weeks,  through 
the  indulgence  of  the  house  ;  and 
as  the  debate  finally  seemed  to  be- 
come a  vehicle  for  political  har- 
rangues,  Mr.  Webster,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, moved  to  discharge  the 
committee  from  any  farther  con- 
sideration of  the  subject     This 
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was  acceded  to ;  and  the  previous  the  decision  of  those  amendments ; 
questioo  being  ordered,  to  prevent  but  the  mode  of  discussing  them, 
fivther  debate,  the  decision  of  the  and  the  topics  alluded  to  in  debate, 
house  was  taken  upon  the  resolu-  forced  the  question  upon  their  at* 
tXMis.  On  the  first,  which  took  tention ;  and  compelled  them,  in 
the  dection  from  congress,  the  some  measure,  to  determine  upon 
house  divided,  123  in  the  affirma-  their  ultimate  course,  before  its 
tive,  and  64  in  the  negative.  The  measures  had  been  fairly  tried, 
second  resc^ution,  in  favor  of  the  About  one  third  of  the  session  wbs 
district  system,  was  rejected,  by  a  occupied  in  their  discussion  ;  and 
vote  of  101  to  91.  The  repre-  a  very  general  regret  prevailed 
sentatives  of  the  large  states  did  throughout  the  country,  that  the 
not  vote,  on  this  occasion,  with  public  councils  of  the  nation  had 
any  reference  to  the  power  of  the  been  thus  diverted  from  their  legi* 
state.  The  representatives  from  timate  object,  to  the  consideration 
New-Tork  were  almost  unanimous  of  such  topics  as  had  been  intro- 
in  fiivor  of  districts ;  those  from  duced  in  that  debate. 
Penn8yivania,as  unanimous  against  At  the  close  of  the  session,  a 
it ;  and  the  delegation  from  Vir-  resolution  was  introduced  into  the 
ginia  nearly  equally  divided.  The  senate,  which  had  a  tendency  to 
subject  was  then  referred  to  a  se-  bring  on  a  similar  discussion  in  that 
lect  coounittee  of  24  ;  one  from  body.  A  resolution  was  offered 
each  slate  ;  which,  at  the  close  of  by  Mr.  Macon,  to  inquire  into  the 
the  seasioo,  reported,  that  they  had  expediency  of  reducing  the  patron- 
not  been  able  to  agree  upon  any  age  of  the  executive.  This  resolu- 
l^an,  to  prevent  the  election  from  tion  was  referred  to  the  same  com- 
devolving  upon  congress ;  and  ask-  mittee,  which  reported  tlie  amend- 
ed to  be  discharged  from  any  far-  ments  to  the  constitution,  and 
tber  consideration  of  the  matter ;  on  the  4th  of  May,  Mr.  Ben- 
which  request  was  granted.  The  ton,  the  chairman,  reported  six 
only  effect  of  this  attempt  to  bills :  1st.  To  regulate  the  publi- 
amend  the  constitution,  at  a  mo-  cation  of  the  laws,  and  public  ad- 
ment  so  unpropitious  to  deliberate  vertisements.  2d.  To  secure  in  of- 
and  calm  debate,  was  to  excite  the  fice  faithful  collectors  of  the  reve- 
iedlings  of  the  members,  and  to  nue,  and  to  displace  defaulters, 
array  them  into  parties  for,  and  dd.  To  regulate  the  appointment 
against  the  .  administration,  in  a  of  postmasters.  4th.  Of  cadets. 
more  decided  manner.  They  did  5th.  *Of  midshipmen.  6th.  Topre- 
noti  indeed,  take  their  stand  upon  vent  military   and   naval   officers 
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froni  being  dismissed  at  the  plea- 
sure of  the  president.     These  biUs 
were  accompanied  by  a  long  re- 
port, inculcating  the  necessity  of 
diminishing  the  patronage  of  the 
executive,  and  stating  these  bills 
to  be  but  the  ^^  foundation  of  a  sys- 
tem, to  be  followed  up  hereafter.'* 
The  bills  proposed,  in  order  to 
remedy  the  evils  apprehended  from 
executive  patronage,  to  vest  in  the 
senators  and  representatives  from 
each  state,  the  right  of  appointing 
the  journals  to  print  the  laws ;  that 
^the  president,   upon  removing  an 
officer,  shall  state  the  reasons  of 
such  removal ;    and  to  repeal  the 
act  of  1820,  which  limited  the  term 
of  service  of  collectors,  navy  agents, 
&rC.  to  four  years ;  to  transfer  the 
appointments  of  all    postmasters, 
whose  salary  shall  exceed  $ 
from  the  postmaster   general,    to 
the  president^  with  the  consent  of 
the  senate ;  and  to  distribute  the 
appointments  of  cadets  and  mid- 
shipmen, so  that  one  cadet  and 
one  midshipman  should  be  taken 
from  each   corfgressional  district. 
The  last  bill  provided  that  no  offi- 
cer should  be  dismissed  from  the 
military  or  naval  service,  except  by 
the  sentence  of  a  court  martial,  or 
by  an  address  of  both  houses  of 
congress.     It  was  at  once  perceiv- 
ed, that  the  efrect  of  these  proposi- 
tions would  be,  to  vest  in  congress 
a  great  portiori  of  executive  power, 
and  te  divert  the  attention  of  the 


legislf^ture  from  its  peculiar  duties. 
The  tendency  of  this  branch  of  the 
government  to  draw  to  itself  the 
powers  of  the  other  departments, 
had  been   long  apparent ;    but  it 
had   not  before    ventured  to   en- 
croach  on   their    prerogatives  by 
legislative  enactment.    It  bad  been 
content  to  interfere  in  the  shape 
of  recommendations  to  office  ;  and 
in  some  instances,  of  remonstrances 
against    particular    appointments. 
This  indirect  influence   had  been 
much    increased    by   the    custom 
adopted  by  the  late  president,  of 
calling  upon  Ihe  representatives  of 
a  state  to  nominate  individuals  to 
fill    vacancies   occurring    in    that 
state,   during  the  sitting  of  con- 
gress.    This  course  had  been  fol- 
lowed, from  a  desire  to  conciliate 
the    representatives,    in  selecting 
candidates  for  office  ;  but  its  efiect 
had  been,  to  divert  their  attention 
to  the  obvious  means  of  augment- 
ing their  influence  at  home,  through 
the  patronage  of  the  government, 
and  to  create  an  expectation,  that 
their  wishes  would  be  consulted  in 
all  appointments,  within  their  re- 
spective states. 

These  bills  indicated  a  disposi- 
tion to  convert  that  indirect 
influence  into  a  legal  right,  and  the 
obvious  eflTorts  of  certain  political 
leaders  to  invade  the  constitutional 
powers  of  the  executive  and  the  ju- 
dicary,  created  serious  apprehen- 
sions of  their  designs  upon  the  wise 
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and  w^  balanced  distribution  of  portance  was  given  to  the  subject 

powers  by  the  constitution.     The  in  public  opinion,  by  an  elaborate  re- 

shght  respmisibility    under  which  port,  and  a  wide  circulation  afforded 

such  leaders  act,  when  their  mea-  at  the  public  expense  to  its  argu- 

sures  are  adopted  in  a  legislative  ments ;  the  whole  matter  was  suf- 

body,  was  a  conclusive  reason  with  fered  to  remain  undisturbed  for  the 

reflecting  men,  to    oppose   these  rest  of  the  session  ;  and  at  its  con- 

efibrts  to  augment  the  powers  of  elusion  expired  with  the  rest  of  the 

congrpsa*  at  the  expense  of  the  other  unfinished  business. 

departmeots  of   the    government.  Another  example  of  the  grasping 

The  late  attempt  by  a  portion  of  ambition  of  a  portion  of  the  legisla- 

that  body,  to  dictate  to  the  people  tive  branch ;  strongly  illustrating  the 

io    the    choice    of  an    executive  mischievous  tendency  of  the  policy 

through   a  caucus,  was  promptly  of  caUing  upon  the  representatives 

and  soccessfully  resisted  ;  but  these  to   nominate  candidates  to  office 

invasions  under  the  guise  was  presented,  in  the  effort  made 


of  resistiiig  the  influence  of  execu-  by  some  ofthe  Tennessee  delegation 

tive  patronage,  were  supported  by  to  designate  the   individual,  who 

specious  a^^uments  in  the  report  of  should  be  appointed  postmaster  at 

the  committee,  and  as  the  laws  Nashville.     Their  nomination  was 

vere  not  called  up  for  considera-  not  approved  of  by  the  postmaster 

tioo  during  the  session,  no  oppor-  general,  and  they  wrote  a  letter  of 

tonitj    was    afforded  of   refuting  accusation  to  the  president  on  the 

tern.  The  unusual  number  of  6000  "subject,  asserting  a  right  to  be  con- 

ofthe  report  and  bills  was  ordered  suited  in  the  selection,  which  he  of 

to  be  printed ;  and  while  this  im-  course  refused  to  receive. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Proceedings  of  Senate  on  the  Panama  Mission, — JIfr.  Branch's  resolutian 
^—Mr.  Randolph's  conduct — Dud  with  Mr,  Clay — Proceedings  in  the 
House  rf Representatives  on  the  Panama  Mission — Panama  Congress, 


The  protracted  contest  between 
Spain  and  ber  former  colonies  now 
constituting  seven  independent 
states,  all  having  the  same  relation 
to  the  mother  country  and  contend- 
ing for  similar  objects,  had  been 
continued  on  the  part  of  the  Spa- 
ni^  crown  for  many  years  without 
much  activity  ;  but  still  with  a  per- 
tinacity which  denied  all  expecta- 
tion of  peace,  except  in  the  entire 
predominancy  of  the  new  republics 
and  the  humiliation  of  Spain.  This 
conviction  induced  many  of  the  lea- 
ding statesmen  of  the  South  Ameri- 
can states,  to  propose  a  union  of 
their  anns  to  bring  the  war  to  a 
close,  by  the  entire  expulsion  of  the 
Spanish  forces  from  the  American 
continent.  This  suggestion,  natu- 
ral as  it  was,  was  not  immediately 
reduced  to  practice.  The  rising 
state&fWere  for  years  suffered  to  strug- 
gle alone  with  the  armies  of  Spain, 
amidst  all  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war. 

Assistance  was  indeed  occasion- 
ally rendered  by  one  republic  to 
another,  and  the  western  states  of 
South  America  may  be  truly  said  to 
owe  their  independence,  to  the  un- 
purchased aid  of  their  contiguous 


sister  republics  bordering  on  the 
Atlantic.  Still  there  was  no  general 
plan  of  joint  co-operation,  for  the 
common  object  of  their  wishes.  The 
want  of  this  unity  of  effort  and 
council,  was  acknowledged ;  but  no 
remedy  was  offered. 

The  first  approximation  to  it,  was 
in  a  treaty  between  Colombia  and 
Peru  in  1822,providing  among  other 
things  for  a  general  meeting  of  the 
American  states,  for  the  purpose  of 
cementing  their' friendly  relations, 
to  serve  as  a  common  council 
in  the  existing  conflict ;  and  as  an 
umpire  in  their  differences. 

Treaties  for  the  same  purpose 
were  in  that  and  the  three  succeed- 
ing years,  concluded  between  Co- 
lombia, Chili,  Guatemala,  Mexico ; 
and  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  was 
designated,  as  the  place  of  meeting 
of  the  great  American  congress. 

The  threatening  aspect  of  the 
holy  alliance  towards  the  free  go- 
vernments of  the  new  world,  having 
induced  the  late  president, Mr.  Mon- 
roe, to  declare  that  the  United  States 
would  not  view  with  indifference 
any  interference  on  their  part,  in  the 
contest  between  Spain  and  her  former 
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colonies, — the  governments  of  these 
new  republics  were  naturally  led,  to 
regard  this  country  as  having  in  a 
measure  adopted  their  cause  ;  and 
to  suggest  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  that  the  attendance 
of  its  ministers  at  the  proposed  con- 
gress would  be  desirable,  and  that  if 
agreeable  to  the  United  States,  an 
invitation  would  be  given  to  them  to 
that  effect.  The  subjects  of  its  delib- 
erations, it  was  stated,  would  consist 
of  two  classes ;  viz :  matters  exclu- 
sively concerning  the  belhgerents ; 
and  matters  between  the  belhger- 
ents and  neutrals. 

It  was  also  suggested,  that  this 
assembly  of  the  representatives  of 
the  independent  states  of  this  hemi- 
sphere, would  present  a  proper 
opportunity,  to  discuss  and  establish 
many  principles  of  international 
law  ;  the  unsettled  state  of  which, 
had  given  rise  to  disputes,  and  even 
hostilities,  between  the  maritime 
powers  of  Europe  and  America. 
Other  topics  of  discussion  were  also 
mentioned ;  as,  the  abolition  of  the 
slave  trade ;  the  future  colonization 
of  the  American  continent ;  and  the 
basis  upon  which  Hayti  should  be 
placed.  In  certain  official  conver- 
sations had  in  the  spring  of  1825 
njth  the  ministers  of  those  powers ; 
invitations  were  given  on  the  part 
of  Colombia,  Mexico,  and  Central 
America,to  the  United  States  to  send 
conunissioners  to^  Panama.  Mr. 
Clay,the  secretary  of8tate,answered 


that  those  conmiunications  were 
received  with  proper  feelings  of  the 
friendly  motives,  which  dictated 
them;  butthatthe  United  States  could 
not  take  any  part  in  the  existing  war 
with  Spain,  nor  in  councils  lor  de- 
liberating on  its  farther  prosecu- 
tion :  though  the  president  believed 
such  a  congress,  might  be  highly 
useful  in  setthng  several  important 
disputed  questions  of  public  law ; 
and  in  arranging  other  matters  <^ 
deep  interest  to  the  American  coo* 
tinent ;  and  strengthening  the  bonds 
of  friendship  between  the  American 
powers ;  that  it  appeared  to  him, 
however  expedient  before  such  a 
congress  met,  to  adjust  as  prelimi- 
nary matters,  the  precise  objects  U> 
which  the  attention  of  the  congress 
would  be  directed,  and  the  sub- 
stance and  form  of  the  jiowers  of 
the  ministers,  representing  the  seve- 
ral republics.  In  reply  to  this  sug- 
gestion, notes  were  received  from 
them,  stating  the  objects  of  the  as- 
sembly, and  formally  renewing  the 
invitation.  The  answers  were  not 
considered  as  sufficiently  precise ; 
but  stiD  to  manifest  the  sensibility  of 
the  United  States  to  what  coneenw 
the  welfare  of  America,  and  to  the 
friendly  feelings  of  the  Spanish 
American  states ;  the  president  de- 
termined to  accept  their  invitations, 
and  to  send  ministers,  should  the 
senate  consent  to  the  measure. 

This  determination  he  mentioned 
in  his  opening  message  to  congress, 
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and  oo  tbe  26tfa  of  December,  he    to  the  congresd.     To  guard  against 
aent  to  the  senate  a  confidential     the  evils  feared  from  this  source. 


setting  forth  the  objects  of  the  supervising  power  of  the  senate 

the  Panama  congress  ;  bis  reasons  over. any  compacts  ifiade  there,  was 

§0i  aooepting  tbe  invitation  to  send  not  considered  sufficient.     Ailer  a 

commiasionera ;     and    nominating  treaty  had  been  once  made,  it  was 

Sichard  C.   Anderson,  and  John  difficult  to  reject  it  without  giving 

Sergeant  as  ministers  on  the  part  of  ofience  to  the  other  party ;  and  much 

tha*  United  States,  and  William  B.  embarrassm.ent    is    occasioned  in 

Rochester,  of  New- York,  as  secre-  giving  explanations,  to  which  the 

t»ry  to  the  mission.  other  party,  who  has  sanctioned  the 

This  nijsssage,  with  the  accom-  treaty  conceives  he  has  a  right.  In 

pioyiDg  documents,  was  referred  to  this  case,  if  the  measures  agreed 

the  committee  on  foreign  relations  ;  upon  in  congress,  should  be  such  as 

where  it  remained  until  January  the    senate    could    not    sanction, 

I6U1,  when  a  report  was  made  con-  great  inconvenience,  it  was  feared, 

demningtbemission  and  ending  with  would  result  from  its  refusal,  and 

a  resokitioo,  declaring  it  to  be  inex-  probably,  an  entire  alienation  of  the 

pedioDt  to  send  ministers  to  Panama,  fi^endly  feelings  of  the  new  repub- 

Tbe  opposition  to  this  mission,  lies. 

was  justified    on    the    following  To  such  objects  of  the  mission  as 

groimds.     That  it  was  a  departure  were  stated  by  the  president,  or  the 

from  the  settled  policy  of  the  go-  ministers  of  the  Spanish  American 

Temment,  adopted  by  Washington,  republics,  specific  objections  were 

ind  conlbniied  to  by  his  successors  made. 

to  enter  into  alliances  with  other  To  that  prominent  subject  which 

powers,  which  should  entangle  our  Mr.  Monroe  had  alluded  to  in  his 

Imgn  relations,  or  prevent    the  message  of  1823,  viz:  opposition  to 

doited  States  fi?om  acting  with  a  the  interference  ofany  other  power, 

lolewiewtotheir  own  interests;  and  inthe  conffict  between  Spain  and 

Bosiifficiflntreason,it  waaurged,had  the  new  states ;  it  was  objected,  that 

been  ofieted  for  this  departure.  it  would  at  once  compromit  our 

Tbetmcertaintj,too,  of  thepow-  neutrality  and  involve  us  in  a  war 

en  (^  the  commissioners ;  and  of  for  objects,  which  the  people  of  the 

the  snh^ts  of  their  deliberations.  United  States  would  not  regard,  as 

w^  also  urged  as  a  motive  for  this  worth  the  expense  anddanger  of  the 

govermnent,  acting  for  a  people  pe-  contest.  The  opposition  to  any  far- 

caiiarly  jealous  of  undefined  power,  ther  colonization  on  this  continent, 

to  abstain  firom  becoming  a  party  was  also  set  forth  as  an  inadequate 
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motive  for  such  a  mission.  If  it  was 
intended  to  prevent  any  violation  of 
our  own  territories,  no  aid  would  be 
required  from  any  other  American 
stat^ ;  and  if  to  guaranty  the  integrity 
of  the  dominions  of  the  other  powers, 
it  would  be  an  agreement,  to  which 
the  people  of  this  country  would 
refuse  their  consent. 

The  abolition  of  the  slave  trade, 
which  the  Colombian  minister  had 
enumerated  among  the  subjects 
likely  to  come  under  examination ; 
the  committee  stated  had  already 
been  effected,  so  far  as  our  laws 
could  do  it,  and  they  did  not  ^^  see 
the  propriety  of  insulting  other 
states  by  ascending  the  moral  chair, 
and  proclaiming  mere  abstract 
principles,  of  the  rectitude  of  which, 
each  nation  enjoys  the  perfect  right 
of  deciding  for  itself.'* 

Objections  were  also  made,  to 
any  consideration  of  the  basis,  upon 
which  the  relations  of  Hay ti  should 
be  placed.  Of  the  propriety  or  im- 
propriety of  connexi<Hi  with  people, 
situated  like  the  Haytians,  every 
state  should  be  perpiitted  to  judge 
for  itself.  At  one  time,  and  to  one 
community,  that  connexion  may  be 
desirable,  which  under  different  cir- 
cmnstances,  would  be  highly  injuri- 
ous. 

The  United  States  8houldnot,there- 
fore,  place  themselves  in  a  situation ; 
where  they  could  not  regulate  their 
reUitions  with  Hayti,  according  to 
their  own  views  of  their  interests. 


To  an  idea  suggested  by  the 
Guatemalan  minister,  ^^  that  as  Eu- 
rope had  formed  a  contaoental  sys- 
tem, America  ought  also  to  form 
one,"  the  committee  objected  that 
it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  to 
become  a  party  to  such  a  compact : 
nor  was  it  in  its  power,  to  enter  in- 
to any  negotiation,  for  the  purpose 
of  settling  either  princ^les  of  inter- 
nal pohcy ;  or  mere  abstract  propo- 
sitions, as  parts  of  the  public  law. 

So  fiur,  too,  as  these  changes  in 
national  law  were  beneficial  to  this 
continent;  the  committee  feared 
that  they  would  be  regarded  by 
other  civilized  nations,  as  prejudi- 
cial to  the  i][it6rests  of  the  old 
world,  and  that  deplorable  results 
might  happen  from  their  adoptioB : 
the  committee  also  made  objections 
to  the  subjects  of  discussion  set 
forth  by  the  president 

Any  effort .  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  to  establish  the  prin- 
ciples of  free  trade  to  the  injury  of 
the  new  repubhcs,  they  said,  would 
be  contrary  to  that  sfHrit  of  comity 
by  which  this  government  was  ac- 
tuated ;  and  if  their  establishmoit 
would  conduce  to  their  benefit,  the 
end  could  be  attained,  better  in 
separate  negotiations,  than  in  a 
general  congress^  So,  too,  with 
regard  to  the  adoption  by  consent, 
of  the  principles  of  maritime  neu- 
trality. These  had  already  been 
adopted  by  some  of  the  states,  and 
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tiie  odiefs  had  not  manifested  any 
imwiliBfneaB,  to  enter  into  negotia- 
tiom  on  those  points :   which  the 
thought  preferable  to  a 
I,  in  a  general  congress. 
Sere,   too,    the    umbrage    which 
migfal  be  taken  by  the  maritime 
powers  ni  Europe,  at  the  adoption 
of  prineqileB  materially  effecting 
their  Ibtore  interests,  was  stated  as 
a  letsoo  lor  the  United  States  to 
abstain,  fiom  taking  part  in  the  con- 
templated congress.     With  regard 
to  the  destiny  of  Cuba  and  Porto 
Rico,  which  it  was  intimated  mi^t 
beeome  a  aoliject  of  consideration ; 
it  was  said,  that  the  interests  of  the 
Umtad  StHles  were  so  adverse  to 
tfaose  of  the  belligerents,  that  they 
<N^ghC  not  to  enter  into  the  discussion 
of  tboee  topics ;  for  if  our  ministers 
spoke  at  all,  they  must  hazard  giv- 
ing ofience,  by  expressing  our  de- 
teraunaiion,  not    to   suffer  those 
khnds  to  change  masters,  and  that 
oar  sikoee  might  be  misconstrued. 
That  an  invitation  was  not  given 
at  an  earliar  period  to  the  United 
Slates,  was  brought  forward  as  an 
adequate  reason,  for  a  refusal  to  be 
pfeacat  at  the  congress,  and  the 
committM  recommended  a  res<rfu- 
(ion,  declaring  it  to  be  inexpedient  to 
aaodminiBters  tol^anama. 

Shoidy  after  this  report  was  sub- 
mitted, Mr.  Van  Buren  offered  a 
rcscrfotion,  (January  30,)  request- 
io^  a  confidential  communication, 
of  the  correspondence  between  the 


American  minister  at  Madrid,  and 
the  Spanish  government,  in  relation 
to  the  indet>endence  of  the  Spanish 
American  states.  The  correspond- 
ence asked  for,  was  communicated 
^^in  confidence"  on  the  1st  of  Feb- 
rury.  The  15th  of  the  same  month, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  submitted  two  reso- 
lutions, declaring  that  the  senate 
ought  to  discuss  the  question  of  the 
Panama  mission  with  open  doors ; 
unless  the  publication  of  the  docu- 
ments necessary  to  be  referred  to  in 
debate,  should  be  prejudicial  to 
pending  negotiations ;  and  request- 
ing the  president  to  inform  the  sen- 
ate, whether  any  objection  existed  to 
their  publication,  and  to  specify 
what  parts,  ought  not  to  be  pub- 
lished. These  resolutions  were 
carried  by  a  vote  of  23  to  20,  and 
drew  forth  the  foUowing  reply  from 
the  president : 

">  Washington,  16tb  Feb.  1826. 
''  To  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States: — In  answer  to  the  two 
resolutions  of  the  senate,  of  the  15th 
instant,  marked  (executive,)  and 
which  I  have  received,  I  state,  re- 
spectfully, that  all  the  communica- 
ticHss  from  me  to  the  senate,  relating 
to  the  congress  at  Panama,  have 
been  made,  like  all  other  communi- 
cations upon  executive  business,  in 
confidence^  and  most  of  them  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
senate  requesting  them  confiden- 
tially. Believing  that  the  establish- 
ed usage  of  free  confidential  com- 
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munications,  between  the  executive 
and  the  senate,  ought,  for  the  pub- 
lic interest,  to  be  preserved  unim- 
paired, I  deem  it  my  indispensable 
duty  to  leave  to  ttie  senate  itself 
the  decision  of  a  question,  involving 
a  departure,  hitherto,  so  far  as  I  am 
informed,  without  example,  from 
that  usage,  and  upon  the  motives 
for  which,  not  being  informed  of 
them,  I  do  not  feel  myself  compe- 
tent to  decide. 

John  Quixcy  Adams.*' 
When  this  message  was  received, 
resolutions  were  offered  by  Mr. 
Rowan,  censuring  the  executive 
for  declining  to  decide  upon  the 
propriety  of  proceeding  in  the  de- 
bate with  open  doors ;  and  refusing 
to  proceed  in  the  consideration  of 
the  mission,  until  his  opinion  as  to 
the  propriety  of  a  public  discussion 
was  given.  These  were  modified 
at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Woodbury, 
so  as  to  declare  it  to  be  the  right  of 
the  senate  to  call  upon  the  presi- 
dent for  such  information,  as  was 
requested  by  the  resolutions  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  and  that  the  same  had 
not  been  furnished,  in  the  message 
of  the  president ;  that  the  senate 
had  the  sole  right  to  determine, 
what  were,  or  should  be  its  roles  of 
proceeding,  and  that  the  president 
could  not  officially  interfere  with  the 
same,  without  violating  the  consti- 
tutional privileges  of  that  body  ;  and 
that  it  was  not  competent  for  the 
president,  to  decline  giving  the  in- 


formation  called  for,  on  the  ground 
that  he  disapproved  of  the  mode  of 
proceeding,  which  the  senate  propo- 
sed to  follow.  These  resolutions, 
afler  some  discussion^  were  indefi- 
nitely postponed,  by  a  vote  of  24 
to  20. 

A  resolution  was  then  ofifered 
declaring,  that  although  the  senate 
did  not  find  in  the  message  c^the 
president,  in  answer  to  the  reeolu- 
tions  of  the  1 5th  the  information  re- 
quested ;  yet  they  found  a  strong 
objection  on  his  part,  to  the  publi- 
cation of  documents  communicated 
in  confidence ;  and  although  the  ten- 
ate  had  the  right  to  publish  the 
same  without  the  assent  of  the 
president ;  yet  they  did  not  think 
the  public  interest  required  the  ex- 
ercise of  that  right,  and  therefore 
resolved  that  the  discussion  on  the 
Panama  missipn,be  held  with<dosed 
doors.  '  ' 

This  resolution,  which  receded 
from  the  ground  taken  in  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  15th,  so  far  as  the 
expediency  of  public  discussion  was 
concerned,  was  carried  by  a  vote 
of  27  to  16. 

Afler  these  preliminary  proceed- 
ings, the  resolution  reported  by  the 
committee  on  foreign  relatiodb,  was 
taken  into  consideration;  and  on 
the  14th  of  Maijsh,  it  was  negatived. 
Several  ineffectual  attempts  to 
amend  it  were  made ;  one  by  Mr. 
Benton,  declaring  it  inexpedient  to 
send   commissioners  to  Panama, 
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imul  sitiflfiu^tory  information  -was 
recdwed  as  to  the  subjects  to  which 
-tJie  attention  of  the  congress  would 
1»0  directed ;    the   substance  and 
Axm  of  the  powers  to  be  given  to 
^.ftie  ministers ;  the  mode  of  organi- 
sing the  congress ;  and  the  mode 
ui  wluch  the  questions  subftiitted  to 
«t,  were  to  be  decided.     Amend- 
Knents  were  also  offered  by  Mr. 
^^ao  Boren,  declaring  the  proposed 
miaaion  to  be  unauthorised  by  the 
constitution;  and  not  within  the 
«eope  of  the  powers  granted  to  the 
federal   govemm^it;  and  that  it 
mroold  be  m  departure  from  the  es- 
tabbihed   polky    of   the    United 
States,  and  dangerous  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  our  friendly  relations 
with  the  new  American  states,  by 
creating  expectations  which  con- 
iresB  would  not  ratify;  and  that 
the  proposed  advantages  could  be 
better  attained,  by  the  attendance  of 
one  iiiom  ministen  at  either  of  the 
new    gofemments,  authonsed   to 
give  eipkoations  concerning  the 
pofey  of  the  United  States ;  but  not 
to  commit  them,  to  any  stipulated 
mode  of  enforcing  that  policy. 

Tbeae  amendments  were  sereral- 
Ij  aegatifed  by  a  vote  of  24  to  19, 
pienoas  to  th6  rejection  of  the  ori- 
gisd  icacrfution  by  the  same  votel 
Hr.  Read,  <^  Mississippi,  was  pre- 
■sot ;  but  was  excused  from  voting 
beeauw  ^  had  just  taken  his  seat, 
ttdhadnot  heard  any  part  of  the 
debate. 


The  nominations  by  the  president, 
were  then  confirmed  by  the  senate ; 
and  the  injunction  of  secrecy  re- 
moved from  the  journal  of  the  sen- 
ate, on  the  subject  of  the  Panama 
mission. 

A  few  days  afterwards  Mr.  Ben- 
ton, of  Missouri,  submitted  a  reso- 
lution to  remove  the  injunction  of 
secrecy,  fit)m  all  the  messages  and 
documents  submitted  in  relation  to 
that  mission,  and  to  cause  the  same 
to  be  published.  This  resolution 
was  carried,  by  a  vote  of  33  to  3. 
It  was  remarked,  upon  this  resolu- 
tion, which  did  not  seem  to  have 
been  much  considered  at  the  time 
of  its  passage ;  that  it  involved  the 
inconsistency  of  allowing  to  the 
senate,  the  privilege  of  making 
public,  information  confidentially 
communicated  to  that  body  by  the 
president,  without  the  consent  of  the 
'executive.  The  ordinary  under- 
standing, between  two  partite  to  a 
confidential  communication,  is:  that 
it  shall  not  be  communicated  to 
a  third  party  without  their  mutual 
consent;  more  especially,  that  it 
shall  not  be  made  public  without 
the  consent  of  the  party,  from  whom 
the  information  proceeds.  A  de- 
parture from  this  plain  rule,  must 
necessarily  destroy  all  confidence 
between  men :  as  it  implies  a  power 
in  the  party,  to  release  himself  at 
will  from  the  obligation  of  secrecy. 
In  this  instance,  the  senate  depart- 
ed from  this  obvious  maxim ;  but 
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the  little  opposition  made  to  the  goremments  of  the  now  repoiblics, 
resolution,  proves,  that  the  question  to  send  ministers  to  the  Panama 
was  not  considered  ;  and  that  it  was  congress..  In  the  resolution,  as 
not  regarded,  as  having  been  hrou^t  originally  offered,  this  ground  was 
forward  to  embarrass  the  executive,  misstated ;  so  as  to  make  it  appear, 
in  the  performance  of  his  constitu-  that  the  president  had  asserted  the 
tional  duties.  It  had  also  been  the  right  to  appoint  and  commission 
practice  for  the  senate,  to  publish  ministers,  without  consulting  the 
the  documents  communicated  to  it  senate  ;  but  when  it  was  transfer- 
at  its  discretion ;  but  in  no  instance  red  to  the  legislative  journal,  the 
bef^M'e  had  it  made  public,  docu-  preamble  was  ipodified,  so  as  to 
m^its  referring  to  negotiations  express  the  principle  asserted,  cor- 
about  to  commence,  and  concern-  rectly.  After  a  long  discussion, 
ing  which, the  executive  had  intima-  which  was  made  the  vehicle  of  po- 
ted  his  unwillingness  to  have  them  litical  denunciation,  and  of  attacks 
pubhshed.  upon  the  administration ;  the  reso- 
The  question  as  to  the  expedi-  lution  was  laid  upon  the  table,  by 
ehcy  of  the  Panama  mission,  having  a  vote  of  23  to  21 . 
been  thus  decided  ;  it  was  supposed  In  this  debate,  Mr.  Randolph 
the  attention  of  the  senate  would  took  occasion,  in  his  desultory 
be  at  last,  directed  to  the  public  manner,  to  stigmatize  tiie  secretary 
and  private  bills,  which  had  now  of  state,  for  his  vote  in  the  late 
accumulated  on  its  table  to  an  un-  presidential  election,  in  such  terms; 
precedented  extent.  It  was  soon  as  to  induce  that  gentleman  to  de- 
discovered,  however,  that  other  mand  an  explanation  of  the  ofSen- 
views  were  entertained  by  a  por-  sive  epithets, 
tion  of  that  body  ;  and  to  facihtate  During  the  whole  session,  Mr. 
their  attainment,  a  resolution,  sub-  Randolph  had  been  distinguisfaed 
mitted  by  Mr.  Branch,  on  the  28th  by  a  more  than  ordinary  eccen- 
of  December,  was  transferred  from  tricity  of  manner  ;  so  much  so, 
the  executive,  to  the  legislative  as  to  produce  a  very  general  be- 
journal ;  and  its  discussion,  with  lief  df  the  disorder  of  his  intellect, 
open  doors,  commenced.  This  The  harangues  with  whick  he  oc- 
resolution  contained  a  protest  cupied  the  attention  of  the  senate, 
against  the  ground  assumed  by  the  on  almost  every  question^  were  de- 
president,  in  his  message,  of  the  sultory  and  immethodical  in  their 
26th  of  December,  that  the  execu-  character,  and  of  interminable 
tive  was  constitutionally  competent,  length.  In  these  speeches,  he  felt 
to  accept  the  invitation  frotn  the  at  liberty  to  introduce  any  topic ; 
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ind  the  more  so,  from  the  limita- 
tion which  the  vice  president  pla- 
ced upon  his  own  authority,  as  the 
preaident  of  the  senate.     By  the 
coDBtniction  which  he  gave  to  the 
niles  of  that  body,  he  deprived 
himself  <^  all  power  of  calling  a 
member  to  order ;    and  decided, 
thai  he  was  only  invested  with  au- 
thority to  decide  upon  questions  of 
order,  distinctly  presented  to  him, 
hf  some  other  member  of  the  sen- 
ile, in  writing.     The  difficulty  of 
preserving  order  in  debate,  by  this 
method,  was  so  obvious,  that  no 
<piestion  of  oidOT  was  presented  for 
his  decision,  during  the  session; 
the  senators  invariably  refusing  to 
rechiee  the  disorderly  expressions, 
to  which  his  attention  was  repeat- 
edly calkd,  to  writing.     Mr.  Ran- 
dolph availed  himself  of  this  state 
of  things,  to  introduce  into  every 
d^Mte,  his  remarks  upon  the  poli- 
tics of  the  day ;    and  the  conse- 
queooe  was,  that  the  business  of 
the  nation  was  neglected ;    while 
he  was  permitted  to  engross  the 
ittenlion  of  the  senate,  by  ram- 
ttng   and  discursive  harangues ; 
ia  wloefa,  the  dignity  of  congress, 
tad  the  character  of  the  country, 
were  alike  fergotten.    It  is  to  be 
laoMBited,  that  the  vice  president 
took  this  view  of  his  powers,  and 
lui  duties.     It  is  true,  that  it  was 
t  sew  question ;    for  never,  until 
Mr.  Randolph  obtained  a  seat  in 
thttkodj,  had  the  quiet  and  digni- 


fied character  of'  the  American 
senate,  been  violated,  by  such  an 
unlicensed  latitude  of  remark.  Now, 
however,  it  was  distinctly  present- 
ed ;  and  as  an  officer,  elected  by 
the  nation,  ^^to  preside  over  the 
senate,"  it  was  clearly  his  duty,  to 
check  all  violations  of  decency  and 
order,  in  its  deliberations. 

In  these  discussions,  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph so  &r  forgot  his  station,  as 
to  denoimce  the  harmony  existing 
between  the  president  and  the  se- 
cretary of  state,  as  a  ^^  coalition  of 
Blifil  and  Black  Greorge  ;*'  a  com- 
bination of  ^^  the  Puritan  with  the 
Black-leg." 

These  expressions  he  subsequent- 
ly refused  to  explain,  when  called 
upon  by  Mr.  Clay ;  and  on  the  8th 
of  April,  a  meeting  took  place  be- 
tween them  ;  which,  after  two  in- 
effectual fires,  resulted  in  the  re- 
conciliation of  the  parties.  Much 
regret  prevailed,  throughout  the 
country,  that  the  secretary  of  state 
felt  compelled  to  resort  to  this 
mode  of  settling  controversies ;  not 
only  on  account  of  the  sanction, 
which  such  authority  gave  to  a 
practice,  never  justifiable,  and  but 
rarely  excusable ;  but  because, 
this  formal  notice  gave  to  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph's remarks  an  importance,  of 
which  they  were  previously  desti- 
tute ;  and  furnished  to  his  friends 
the  evidence,  upon  which  they 
mainly  relied,  to  establish  the  sani- 
ty of  his  intellect. 
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In  the  house  of  repreaentativeSf 
early  in  the  session,  the  leaders  of 
the  opposition  manifested  a  wish, 
to  bring  every  thing  before  the 
public,  without  giving  the  execu- 
tive the  ordinary  discretion  of  de- 
ciding, whether  it  would  be  injuri- 
ous to  the  pending  negotiations  of 
the  government,  or  not. 

On  the  16th  of  December,  Mr. 
Hamilton  introduced  a  resolution, 
caUing  for  information,  relating  to 
the  Panama  mission.  This  reso- 
lution, which  contained  the  usual 
clause,  excepting  from  the  call 
such  information  as  could  not  be 
conmiunicated,  without  injury  to 
the  pubhc  interest;  was  laid  on 
the  table,  at  the  request  of  the 
mover ;  where  it  remained  until 
the  31st  of  January.  It  was  then 
considered,  at  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Metcalfe,  of  Kentucky.  Upon 
its  being  brought  forward,  the 
mover  said  that  he  had  suffered  it 
to  remain  on  the  table,  because  he 
had  been  informed,  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  foreign 
relations,  (Mr.  Forsyth,)  that  the 
president  intended  to  transmit  the 
information  required  without  a  call ; 
and  that  he  should  not  press  the 
resolution  now,  lest  it  might  ap- 
pear like  an  attempt  to  act,  through 
public  opinion,  upon  the  senate; 
where  the  mission  had  met  with 
serious,  and  perhaps  unlooked-for 
oppoation.  As  it  had  been  taken 
out  of  his  hands,  however,  he  dis- 


claimed any  farther  regacd  for  its 
fatei 

Mr.  Cambreling,  of  New  Tork, 
observed,  that  as  the  subject  was 
of  great  importance,  it  was  eawn- 
tial  to  have  full  information ;  and 
suggested  to  the  mov^  to  omit 
that  clause,  which  excepted  from 
the  call  such  information,  as  could 
not  be  communicated  withoat  detri- 
ment to  the  public  interest ;  which 
suggestion  was  acceded  to  by  the 
mover.  Mr.  Webster,  then  moved, 
to  restore  that  clause ;  and  the 
house  agreed  to  his  motion* 

Other  amendments  were  subse- 
quently offered,  by  Mr.  M*Duflie, 
and  Mr.  Rives,  extending  the  call 
to  information,  so  as  to  comprehend 
the  substance  of  the  BMtnictioiis, 
proposed  to  be  given  to  tfaeAmeriean 
ministers ;  and  the  proposed  objects 
of  the  mission.  These  amendments 
were  accepted  by  the  mover  <^thc 
resolution,  after  the  house  had  indi- 
cated its  unwilUngness  to  siiMStion 
such  a  departure  from  the  ordinary 
calls  for  information ;  andinorder,as 
he  stated,  to  prevent  these  difeent 
changes  of  the  question,  and  to 
give  it  a  definite  direction,  Bfr. 
Webster  moved  an  amendment, 
which  struck  out  the  whole  of  the 
original  resolution,  after  the  word 
^^  Resolved  ;^'  and  substituted  a 
call  for  such  information^  respeet- 
ing  the  character  of  the.  Panama 
congress,  and  the  part  to  be  taken 
in  its  deUberations,  by  the  ministers 
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of  tlie  United  States,  as  might,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  president,  be 

without  iofury  to  the 

amendment  was  car- 

;  itBd  a  motion  made,  by  Mr. 

to  leave  out  this  discre- 

power,  on  the  part  of  the 

Fpa  negatived,  by  a  vote 

98  to  71.    The  resolution  was 

by  125  to  40.    The 

<all  far  iofimnation,  was  not  an- 

^merodbj  the  executive;  until  after 

the   propoaed   mission  had  been 

wacirtoiied  by  the    senate:    thus 

comphlri^  lefiiting   the    insinua- 

tioBi,  whSobJiad  been  freely  made 

IB  4hB  koive,  by  the  opponents  of 

thaoifliMpa;  that  the  information 

WIS  jcriM  1^9  ui  order  to  act 

upqp  Urn  ^m^te,  throij^h  the  me- 

dan  qf  poUic  sentimmit. 

Qn  ibfi  nth  of  March,  he  trans* 
nttod  #  meange  to  the  house  on 
the  nljjeet  pf  the  mission ;  toge* 
tttr  with  the  information  required 
fay  Ibe  moMiOD  of  Mr.  Webster. 
Wi.jpaMge.  (which  will  be  found 
9mM/g.1he  public  papers,  in  the 
htler.pfit  of  this  work,)  contained 
a  fufi  jM?coqnt  of  the  situation  of 
th^  ,^Uiiyrioif»  continent,  which 
fafa jiae.lo  tbe  contemplated  con- 
i;.#,|jbve(|opment  of  the  qrs- 
flf  tbft  policy  of  the  United 
ftfjgM^.fiHil  ■  of.  their  views,  .with  re- 
Hld^a.tbat  cotqgress.  It  was  re- 
finoAto  the  cpmmittee  on  Sateigfk 
.ifMiona;  whicb.rep^rted  in  frvor 
4  Uie  cxpedieney  of  the  measure. 


This  report  gave  a  very  able  ex- 
position of  the  advantages  of  the 
mission  ;  and  an  answer  to  the  prin- 
cipal  objections,  which  had  been 
urged  against  it. 

The  committee  regarded  the 
congress  at  Panama  as  a  body  iti 
which  would  be  considered  various 
subjects,  embracing  in  general 
terms  the  political  and  commercial 
relations  of  tlie  United  States,  witli 
the  new  American  republics, — that 
it  was  merely  a  meeting  of  diplo- 
matic agents,  clothed  only  witli 
power  to  discuss  and  negotiate 
concerning  these  topics,  and  not  to 
commit  the  governments  appoint- 
ing them  to  any  definite  course — 
that  the  established  principle  of  our 
diplomatic  intercourse,  was  to 
maintain  diplomatic  relations  with 
those  powers,  with  whom  we  had 
political  and  commercial  relations  ; 
and  that  that  principle  applied  with 
peculiar  force  to  the  present  in- 
stance,and  required  our  representa- 
tion at  Panama. 

To  the  objection  that  the  attend- 
ance of  the  United  States  at  the 
congress  of  Panama,  would  be  un- 
constitutional ;  the  committee  re- 
plied, that  there  was  no  restriction 
in  the  constitution,  on  the  appoint- 
ment of  ibre^  ministers  by  the 
proper  authority.  This  objection 
proceedson  an  assumption,  that  the 
-congress  at  Panama  is  either  a 
^vemment,  a  branch  of  a  govern- 
ment, or  a  confederacy  of  govern - 
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ments  ;  and  that  the  United  States, 
by  attending  there,  unite  themselves 
to  that  government  or  confederacy. 
Neither  part  of  this  asswnption  is 
true.  The  congress  is  a  meeting 
of  diplomatic  agents  from  indepen- 
dent governments ;  and  if  the  con- 
gress were  a  government,  or  con- 
federacy, our  attendance  there  by 
diplomatic  agents  would  be  no  en- 
trance into  the  confederacy,  or 
union  to  the  government. 

The  assertion,  that  all  the  pro- 
posed objects  could  be  as  well  at- 
tained by  separate  negotiations 
with  the  several  states,  was  met  by 
a  direct  denial ;  and  the  difficulty 
of  carrying  on  separate  and  discon- 
nected negotiations  for  the  attain- 
ment of  a  conunon  object,  with 
courts  so  far  apart  as  to  prevent 
the  interchange  of  intelligence 
more  than  twice  a  year,  was  strong- 


favorable  than  disadvantageouB  to 
the  United  States. 

The  objections  founded  upon  the 
danger  of  compromising  our  neu- 
trality, and  of  forming  entangling 
alliances,  were  refuted  by  a  refer- 
ence, to  the  express  conditions  up- 
on which,  the  invitation  to  the  con- 
gress was  accepted ;  to  the  charac- 
ter in  which  this  country  appeared 
there,  viz  :  as  a  mediator  between 
Spain  and  her  former  colonies  ^  and 
to  the  constitutional  checks  upon 
any  such  measures,  which  existed 
in  the  executive  and  senate.  It 
was  further  urged,  that  the  danger 
of  forming  an  alliance  was  incident 
to  all  missions,  and  that  the  conse- 
quences of  an  aUiance  with  one  of 
these  new  republics, would  be  as  en- 
tangling as  those  of  an  alliance  with 
all ;  and  yet  no  objection  had  been 
made  to  the  diplomatic  intercourse 


ly  contrasted  with  the  advantages  of    with  them,  and  no  disadvantages 
a  free  and  prompt  interchange  of    had  grown  out  of  such  an  inter- 


sentiments,  in  an  assembly  of  diplo- 
matic agents. 

The  objection,  that  the  subjects 
of  discussion,  the  powers  of  the 
ministers  and  the  mode  of  organi- 
zing the  congress,  and  of  deciding 
questions,  were  not  settled,  was  not 
well  founded.     The  mode  of  pro- 


course.  That  this  measure  was 
without  an  exact  precedent  was  ad- 
mitted ;  but  the  circumstances  out 
of  which  it  grew  were  also  uiq»e- 
cedented — and  so  were  most  of  the 
important  measures  adopted  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States, 
since  the  adoption  of  the  constitu- 


ceeding  must  necessarily  be  that  of  tion.     It  was  not,  however,  in  prin- 

diplomatic  discussion  and  confer-  ciple  novel  or  unprecedented.   The 

ence,  and  was  expressly  stated  to  ministers  to  the  Panama  congress 

be  so,  and  the  omission  to  fix  the  carry  with  them  the  same  powers 

other  details,  was  considered  rather  that  have  ever  been  vested  in  the 
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ibreigii  ministers  of  ^  the  United 
States.  The  characteristic  policy 
(^  ihoB  caantry,  has  been  to  ask  no 
qiMStionB,  about  the  quality  or  con- 
fltttiiti<Hi  of  the  power  to  which  our 
ouDisters  were  sent.  It  has  rested 
for  security  not  on  a  timid  calcula- 
tion of  the  powers  of  the  govern- 
inent,  or  body  with  which  our  mi- 
niflters  were  to  treat ;  but  on  our 
coostitntioiial  safe-guards  at  home. 
Hie  policy  has  been  to  be  represent- 
ed, wherever  we  have  important 
poGdcal  and  commercial  relations. 
In  like  manner,  our  ministers  to 
Panama  will  go  to  do  the  business 
of  the  coontry.  Their  appearance 
there  canool  have  the  effect  of 
breaking  down  the  senate  and  house 
of  rqifeaentatives,  and  by  a  dicta- 
tonal  power  unknown  to  the  con- 
itiliitioii^  of  binding  the  country  in 
tforogn  alliance. 

Upon  the  objection  which  had 
beea  much  relied  on,  that  there 
WIS  something  in  a  congress  of  as- 
MmUed  powers  essentially  perni- 
dom,  winch  this  country  ought  to 
;  it  was  remarked,  that  the 
character  of  the  late 
European  congresses,  to  which  the 
opponents  <^  these  measures  had 
pirticuiarly  referred,  consisted  in 
te  nature  of  the  governments  as- 
iOBBbled,  and  in  the  objects-aimed 
>t  It  was  certainly  pernicious  for 
a  number  of  despotic  powers, 
bidding  great  military  forces,  to 
nteet   and  concert  measures  for 


violently  interfering  in  the  internal 
affairs  of  other  states  ;    but    the 
committee  did  not  perceive,  the  ap- 
plicability of  this  objection  to  an 
assembly  of  the  representatives  of 
popular  governments  for  different 
objects.       Besides,  this   objection 
went  too  far.       If  the  pernicious 
character  of  the  power ,to  which  the 
mission  is  to  be  sent  forms  a  rea- 
son for  not  sending  it ;  it  would  be 
impossible  for  the  United  States  to 
maintain  a  single  mission  in  Europe. 
In  every  case  our  ministers  there 
are  accredited  to  governments,  con- 
structed,as  we  think,upon  principles 
which  could  not  be  introduced  here, 
without  immediate  national  ruin. 

The  committee  then  proceeded, 
to  consider  the  subjects  of  discus- 
sion at  the  proposed  congress,  in 
the  following  manner  : 

"  By  the  terms  of  the  invitation, 
as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  casc^ 
the  discussions  at  Panama  are  to 
extend  to  all  subjects  of  import- 
ance. 

^^  To  the  new  states,  as  among  each 
other : 

"  Or,  as  between  them  and  Spain. 

"  Or  of  importance  directly  to  us, 
in  our  connection  with  them. 

"  Each  power  is  at  liberty  to  pro- 
pose what  subject  for  discussion  or 
negotiation,  it  may  please  ; '  the 
only  limitation  being  that  which 
the  United  States  impose  on  them- 
selves, with  the  imderstanding  of 
the  other  powers,  that  we  are  to  ' 
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engage  in  no  discussions  incon* 
sistent  with  an  entire  neutrality. 

^^  Although,  in  different  degrees, 
the  three  classes  of  subjects,  above 
enumerated,  are  interesting  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  The 
reflations  of  the  new  states  to  each 
other,  are  very  important  to  us. 
They  are  our  near  neighbors.  One 
of  them  has  an  immense  landed 
frontier  on  our  territory,  and,  toge» 
ther  with  the  two  nett  m  geo- 
graphical succession,  lies  on  those 
waters  into  which  the  great  inter*' 
nal  communications  of  the  United 
States  are  discharged.  With  the 
others,  we  have  no  direct  geog  a* 
phical,  but  we  have  highly  import 
tant  commercial  connections.  At 
present  there  are  eight  or  nine  in* 
dependent  states,  formed  out  of  the 
late  Spanish  and  Portuguese  colo- 
nies; seven  of  these^  viz:  Mexico, 
Guatemala,  Colombia,  the  pro* 
vinces  of  La  Plata,  Chile,  Pc^, 
and  Upper  Peru,  have  adopted  re*> 
publican  governments.  Now,  it  is 
to  us  a  matter  of  very  great  interest, 
how  these  states  shall  stand  towards 
each  other.  Should  they  &U  into 
dissensions  and  wars,  those  great 
advantages  which  we  have  reasona- 
bly promised  ourselves,  from  their 
growth  and  prosperity,  could  not 
be  realized.  The  great  drawbacks 
on  the  progress  of  these  states,  and 
on  the  extension  of  advantageous, 
commercial  relations  with  them, 
arising  from  the  war  with  Spain, 


would  be  perpetuated,  by  the 
growth  of  feuds  ami  oooflicte  intb 
each  other.  It  would  httve  bean 
as  wdl  for  U3  and  for  thaoMBelve^ 
that  the  mother  country  had  eonti^ 
nued  to  rule  them,  as  that  their  €n^ ' 
ergies  should  be  wasted  in  eiffl 
wars.  The  committee  do  not  oh 
tend  to  augur  unfavorably  for  Itai 
peace  and  harmony  of  tiieie  stastflB^ 
butit  isobvioQsthait  iimmatitmm 
ous  rise  of  so  manyneigfalKiriiigiD* 
dependent  republics  most  be  ■tiert' 
ed  with  its  hazards^     lUfal  obMi 

to  portions  of  territory  mqr  fiMtnr4 
subject  of  ccmtention  amo^  Ibi 
new  states,  as  they  did  in  our  4ihi 
confederacy  after  Ae  wit  <^  tk* 
4revolution.  A  controveisy  of  tUi 
kind,  has  actually  ariMi  betweia 
Mexico  and  Guatemala,  wfeidi  tfae 
committee  trust  will  be  astlltd  by 
friendly  compromise,  for  ftrar  efenti 
coinld  be  more  to  be  dq>fec«led  by 
us,  than  a  wa?  between  twe  sliiM 
lying  on  and  near  the  golf  €if  MeaD>- 
co.  Unfortunately,  a  oontroveraf 
of  the  same  kind  bie  brokea  out 
into  a  war,  between  Braztf  and  tile 
United  provinces  of  La  Pklo,  te 
the  disputed  possession  of  the  Bank 
Oriental.  The  efiect  of  tins  war  ob 
us  has  been  instantaneous.  It  Ion 
already  become  necessary  to  arit 
for  an  additional  appropriation  for 
the  naval  service  of  the  year,  of 
near  one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
to  protect  the  property  and  livea  of 
our  dtisens  from  the  daogeie  to 
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which,  in  tbe  ptogren  of  this  war, 
(hey  wflbe  exposed.  Now,  it  has 
bees  etpreeslf  provided,  in  the 
tfCifiea  wldch  led  to  the  formation 
^dHrooogreBB  of  Panama,  that  the 
there  aasembled  should 
the  office  of  mediators 
difierences  shall  arise. 
BraxB  and  La  PlaU  have  both 
be«i  isvtod  to  the  coogreas :  and 
had  it  been  m  active  operation,  it 
eirtttiilf  is  within  the  reach  of 
psitieal  ^iohahility,  that  this  unfor* 
toaaiedolMoversy  might,  by  friend- 
ff  laeditrtion,  have  been  prevented 
ipom  r^Moing  into  the  fatal  issoe  of 
WW.  T«  the  work  of  mediation, 
is  aB  sack  eases,  the  United  States 
•suld  o&mb  ss  the  most  disinte- 
party :  and  as  we  onrselves 
the  benefits  of  the 
of  a  foreign  friendly 
r^  it  laay  h^pen  that  we  may 
iibt  like  good  office  to  our 
Could  we  but,  in  a 
I,  avert  or  terminate 
a  war,  il  would  itself  ibrm  a  suffi- 
eCive  for  accepting  the  invi- 
We  daim  no  right  of  inter- 
I  we  do  not  obtrude  our- 
aa  ompires.  We  are  invi- 
Isd  toaeongress,  where  we  are  told 
iMlkMial  difierences,  if  they 
wffl  be  discussed ;  we  are 
Ud  that  our  presence,  counsel  and 
tqMMce,  are  desired.  No  max- 
im of  the  most  cautious  political 
fnidenee  bids  us  stand  aloof.  Next 
to  peace  on  oar  own  part,  their 


peace  and  prosperity  are  our  lead- 
ing interest ;  and  the  policy  of 
maintaining  peace,  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  friendly  mediation,, 
is  entirely  congenial  with  the  prin- 
ciples and  feeling  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  and 
sanctioned  by  their  practice. 

*^  The  next  general  class  of  sub- 
jects to  be  discussed  at  the  congress 
of  Panama,  are  the  relations  of  the 
new  sUtes  with  Spain.  This  sub- 
ject, it  is  expressly  stipulated,  is 
only  to  be  approached  by  our  mi- 
nisters under  the  reservation  of 
strict  neutrality.  More  than  this, 
our  great  efforts  w^l  be  directed  to 
pacification.  The  policy  of  the 
United  States,  in  this  respect,  is 
sufficiently  unfokied  in  the  letter  of 
the  secretary  of  state  to  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton,  dated  May  10,  1825;  and 
the  letter  of  the  secretary  of  state 
to  Mr.  Salazar,  dated  December 
20,  1825.  Pacification  between 
the  belligerents  is  an  object  which 
it  is  our  most  decided  interest  to 
pursue.  No  single  political  event, 
perhaps,  could  be  named  more  de- 
sirable to  the  United  States,  in 
reference  to  their  industrious  inte- 
rests, than  the  termination  of  the 
present  contest.  We  sufier  every 
way  by  its  continuance ;  our  com- 
merce with  Spain  languishes ;  and 
it  is  impossible  that  it  should  assume 
a  profitable  expansion  with  the  new 
states. 

^^  Connected  with  the  belligerent 
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relations  between  Spain  and  the 
new  states,  is  the  fate  of  the  Spa- 
nish Islands,  particularly  Cuba.    If 
the  war  continues,  the  invasion  of 
that  island  will  be  attempted ;  it  is 
an  avowed  subject  of  discussion  at 
the  congress.     This  is  a  subject  of 
the  greatest  moment  to  the  United 
States,  in  every  respect.     We  have 
an    intercourse  with  that  island, 
which  acts  upon  our  industry  in  all 
its  branches.     The  Moro  may  be 
regarded  as  a  fortress  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Mississippi ;    and,  what  is 
infinitely  more  important,  unless 
Cuba  should  be  invaded  by  an  over- 
whelming force,  (such  a  force  as 
the  new  states  will  hardly  be  able 
to  organize,)  that  invaluable  island 
may  renew,  almost  within  sight  of 
our  shores,  the  terrific  example  of 
San  Domingo. — Any  efibrt  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  to  avert 
such  a  catastrophe  would  be  cheap- 
ly made  ;  none  could  justifiably  be 
omitted.     Had  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  after  being  invi- 
ted to  attend  a  conference  of  the 
ministers  of  the  powers  by  whom 
that  invasion  is  projected,  declined 
to  be  present,  they  would  have  been 
heavily  responsible  to  the  people 
for  whatever  disastrous  efiects  our 
friendly  interference    might    have 
averted  or  delayed. 

^^  The  last  general  class  of  subjects 
to  be  discussed  and  treated  at  Pana- 
ma, are  the  direct  interests  be- 
tween the  United  Sutes  and  the 


new  republics ;  unquestio 
far  as.  we  are  concerned, 
important  branch  of  the 
tions.  With  several  of  th 
ers  we  have  no  treaty  i 
With  Mexico— as  appears 
correspondence  between  t 
tary  of  state  and  Mr.  Pom 
have  been  unable,  as  yet, 
a  treaty  on  satisfactory  coi 
and  the  obstacles  which  hi 
erto  prevented  this  froi 
done,  are  precisely  sud 
most  likely  to  be  removed 
ference  of  ministers  of  aO 
states. 

^^  At  "such  a  conference, 
of  course,  possess  the  best 
nity   of  establishing  unili 
liberal  relations  with  alL 
rangemenis  to  be  made  w 
comprehend  the  great  pril 
belligerent,  neutral,  and 
cial  law,  as  set  forth  in  tlu 
instructions  to   Mr.  Andf 
the  then  secretary  of  stat 
United  States  have  long 
boring    to    introduce    int 
branch  of  public  law,  prio 
liberality,  equality  and   h 
hitherto  unknown  in  its  cod 
various  respects  in  which 
cy,  in  many  leading  point 
laws  of  war  and  trade,  difl 
that  of  Europe,  are  well  k 
the  house,  and  need  not 
stated.     The  republic  of  C 
in  inviting  our  attendance 
congress,  has  asked  for  he 
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her  sister  repablics,  the  benefit  of  diency  of  such  a  meeting,  in  itself, 

our  experience  in  the  great  school  it  would  seem  that  there  could  be 

of  international  politics.    To  refuse  but  one  opinion  as  to  the  duty  of 

our  attendance    at  the    congress,  our  attendance  at  the  congress,  to 

vben  urged  on  this  ground,  would  correct    the    pernicious  tendency 

be  to  neglect  to  seize,  perhaps,  the  which  it  may   be  feared  to  have, 

direst  opportunity  which  the  history  To  neglect  to  attend  the  congress, 

of  the  world  ever  afforded,  of  giv-  because  it  was  a  combination  of 

ing  a  wide  and  prompt  diffusion  to  unfriendly  aspect,  would  be  to  neg- 

liberal  doctrines  of  public  law.     It  lect  the   ordinary  preparations  of 

would  certainly  put  it  out  of  our  defence,    precisely  because  there 

pover  to  complain  of  any  policy  was  danger  of  war.      Viewing  the 

tJKse  states  might  adopt,  however  congress  at  Panama  in  this  unfavor- 

unfrieiMfly  toward  our  interests,  and  &ble  light,  (for  which,  however,  the 

however  vicious  in  principle.  committee  apprehend  there  is  no 

^  Such  are  the  views  of  the  com-  reason,)  no  administration  of  the 

nutiee,  with  respect  to  the  several  executive  government  would  stand 

classes  oi  lobjects  which  will  be  justified  to  the  country,   without 

discusBed  at  this  congress.      It  is  taking  measures,  most  promptly,  to 

a  very  obvioos  reflection,  that  our  ^  informed  of  its  proceedings.     If 

attendance  may  have  a  powerful  ef-  not  invited,  to  send  authorised  and 

feet  in  giving  a  character  to  the  as-  accredited  ministers,  it  would  have 

noilily  itself.    Our  presence  is  par-  ^en   their  duty   to  send  private 

ticabriy  requested  by  one  of  the  political  agents, 

new  stales,  who  have  joined  in  the  ^^  l^e  committee  have  felt  it  their 

imitation   on  the  ground  of  the  duty  to  consider  this  question,  chief- 

^mpoiiMDce     and    respectability'  fy  on  strict  grounds  of  pohtical  ex- 

viucfa  would  thence  attach  to  the  pediency,  and  in  reference  to  the 

The  committee  do  not  principle  of  our  diplomatic  inter- 

tliepoe8ibihtythat,underany  course.      They,  however,  accord 

,  the  congress  could  in  sentiment  with  the  president, 

become  an  inconvenient  or  danger-  ^^^  ^  suflicient  inducement  to  ac- 

QOi  aflsemUy.  But  if  it  be  thought  ^pt  the  invitation  would  have  been 

Vy  any  one,  that  evil  consequences  ^  to  meet  in  the  spirit  of  kindness 

are  fiUy  to  flow  from  it,  the  pros-  ^^^  friendship,  an  overture  made 

pect  of  such  consequences  would  in  that  spirit  by  three  sister  repub- 

finiiabnew  reasons  why  we  should  ^^  of  this  hemisphere.'       It  will 

be  rqneeented  at  it.     Whatever  not  escape  the  consideration  of  this 

<finion8.  may  be  held  of  the  expe-  bouse,  that    the  conduct  of  the 
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United  States,  toward  tbe  new  re- 
puUica,  has  ever  been  regulated  by 
tbe  maximB  of  a  .frank  and  liberal 
policy.  Had  we  acted  toward 
them,  even  as  we  have  felt  it  our 
duty  to  act  toward  Europe,  our 
Qourae  would  have  been  essentially 
difirent.  Had  our  feelings  toward 
them  been  the  same  as  those  which 
our  political  fethorshave  inculcated 
toward.Europe,  we  should  certainly 
iMwe  regarded  it  rather  as  an  evil 
than  a  benefit,  that  so  many  new 
jrepuUks,  of  which  the  greater  part 
must  be  powerfid  states,  are  rising 
into  ezistttice  oo  the  same  side  of 
tbe  water  as  oursdves.  We  are 
henoeferward  to  be  without  that 
which  hsfl  fetmerly  been  regarded 
as  tbegreatbolwark  of  our  national 
security,  ottr.geQgri4ihioal  distance 
fiDom  every  other  powerfiil  state. 
'But  we  have  not  hesitated  to  break 
down  this  bulwark.  We  have  gone 
to  meet  and  wefeome  the  new  re- 
puUicB.  Wehave ourselves  assist- 
ed to  exehange  weak  colonial,  for 
powerful  sovereign  neighbors.  As 
fiur  as  it  depended .  on  us,  we  have 
chosen  to  place  the  regions,  on  our 
immenae  south westorn  fipontier,  be- 
aeath  the  government  of  vigorous 
fepublican  institntioBs,  instead  of 
iMiving  them  under  the  safe  «nd  en- 
ervating despotism  of  fipain.  In 
the  judgment  of  tbe  committee,  this 
has  been  a  eound,&gveat,  an  auspi- 
cious policy.  :It  was  not  rasldy 
ndk^kted ;  it  was  kng  deKberaled, 


wen  weighed,  and  at  kngi 
ed  its  sanction  in  tiie  v 
voice  of  this  house,  and  i 
nations  of  the  people.  J 
policy  it  is  now  too  late/li 
We  cannot  now  do  nmc 
struct  the  growth  of  the  jm 
we  can  do  every  thing  to  c 
and  attach  them,  or  to  estn 
disgust  them.  The  fin 
will  promote  the  general 
liberty,  will  perpetuate  flj 
lations  between  the  txnQ^ 
tions  of  this  continent,  |p 
tual  advantage  of  both ;. 
render  us  more  andrnose 
deotofEurq)e.  ThelatI 
will  tend  to  revive  in  the  M 
the  false  and  perniciofia  U 
the  M ;  to  teaoh 
publics  to  fix  on  ei 
tal  name  of  natural 
•create  piratical  and 
to  generate  systems  of  ja 
and,  finally,  to  establish, 
hemi£)>here,  those  politiei 
pies  and  habits  which  Jmr 
tbe  downfiill  of  so  auiq 
sute8,made  so  many  othen 
aiy  end  languishing,  .aM. 
tbe  growth  of  aU.  We . 
to  consider,  whether  .laer 

I 

rthe.ficst  step.in  an  mtts 
rrepiibiw  ipolicy,.by  iipsm 
cept  tbe  courteous  iMJ| 
three  meet  respectable  4 
iog  goveinments,  tsndei 
manner .  equally  cisiiitaMf 
delioaej,  and  flatlsii^g  4oi 
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ted  Stales.  NothiDg  but  a  certain-  resolution  M'as  taken  into  considcra- 
tj  of  peraicioiis  consequences  to  tion  by  a  committee  of  the  whole 
resah  from  our  attendance  at  the  house,  on  the  state  of  the  union  ; 
congreas,  would,  in  the  opinion  of  and  Mr.  MXane,  of  Delaware, 
the  committee,  be  sufficient  to  jus-  submitted  the  following  amend- 
tify  oar  refusal  to  accept  such  an  ment  to  it,  viz  : 
hmtatioD.  As  our  attendance  at  '^  It  being  understood  as  the  opir 
the  congress,  instead  of  being  pre-  nion  of  this  house,  that,  as  it  has 
judicia]  to  the  public  interests,  is,  always  been  the  settled  policy  of 
in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  this  government,  in  extending  our 
a  meuure  of  the  most  obvious  po-  commercial  relations  with  foreign 
litical  expediency  ;  as  it  is  stipu-  nations,  to  have  with  them  as  lit- 
hted  to  bring  into  no  hazard  the  tie  political  connection  as  possible, 
iteutrelity  of  the  United  States ;  as  to  preserve  peace,  commerce,  and 
iB  fears  of  an  entangling  alliance  friendship,  with  all  nations,  and  to 
bm  been  shown  to  be  unfounded ;  form  entangling  alliances  with 
in  a  word,  as  the  congress  will  be  none  ;  the  ministers  who  may  be 
regarded  by  the  executive  of  the  sent,  shall  attend  at  the  said  con- 
United  States,  as  purely  a  consulta-  gress  in  a  diplomatic  character 
the  meeting ;  and  as  the  objects  merely ;  arid  ought  not  be  author- 
of  eommhation  are  of  primary  im-  ised  to  discuss,  consider,  or  con- 
portanee  to  the  country,  the  com-  suit  upon  any  proposition  of  alli- 
nrittee  en  foreign  affairs  are  of  opi-  ance,  offensive  or  defensive,  be- 
nioQ  tint  the  mission  to  Panama  twcen  this  country  and  any  of  the 
onabt  to  leceive  the  sanction  of  Spanish  American  governments,  or 
the  boose  of  representatives ;  and  any  stipulation,  compact,  or  dccla- 
they  aceordingly  recommend  the  ration,  binding  the  United  States 
adoption  of  the  following  resolu-  in  any  way,  or  to  any  extent,  to  re- 
Hon :  sist  interference  from  abroad,  with 

^  Retoioeif,  That,  in  the  opinion  the  domestic  concerns  of  the  afore- 

of  the  boose,  it  is  expedient  to  ap-  said  governments ;  or  any  measure 

propriate  the  funds  necessary  to  which  shall  commit  the  present  or 

enable  the  president  of  the   Uni-  future  neutral  rights  or  duties  of 

ted  Stales  to  send  ministers  to  the  these  United  States,  either  as  may 

coDgiesB  of  Panama.''  regard  European  nations,  or  be- 

Imrae^ately  after  the  close  of  tween  the  several  states  of  Mexico 

the  debate,  upon  Mr.   M'Duffie's  and  South  America :  leaving  the 

resolution,  to  amend  the  constitu-  United  States  free  to  adopt,  in  any 

tion,  TiK.  the  third  of  April,  this  event  which  mav  happen,  afTectincr 

13 
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the  relations  of  the  South  Ameri-  per  not  to  assume  the  wi 

can  governments,  with  each  other,  sponsibility.     He  asks  thii 

or  with  foreign  nations,  such  mea-  to  share  it  with  him.     Su 

sures   as  the   friendly  disposition  his  construction  of  the  m 

cherished  by  the  American  people  He  was  not  about  to  cenm 

towards  the  people  of  those  states,  caution.     The  measure  w 

and  the  honor  and  interest  of  this  nature  to  require  prudence 

nation  may  require."  is  nevertheless  true,  that  it 

This   amendment   produced  an  sent  to  the  house,  and  Hh 

animated  and   interesting  debate,  must  express  an  opinion.    1 

in  which  the  whole  policy  of  the  not  make  the  appropriation, 

measure  was  freely  criticised,  and  becoming  parties  to  the  m 

ably  defended^  The  president  has  asked 

Mr.  M'Lane  said,  that  he  had  opinion  ;  and  it  is  due  to  ll 

endeavored    to    embody    in    this  to  the  country,  that  such 

amendment,  all  those   principles,  should  be  expressed, 

by  which  the  foreign  intercourse  of  His  object  in  ofieringthis 

the   country  had  been  governed.  mentwas,nottoembarr88Bt 

He  thought  the  subject  of  great  sure,  nor  to  tie  up  the  Inod 

importance,  and  standing  without  executive.     It  is,  on  the  o 

the  sanction  of  any  precedent.    He  to  give  him  full  latitude, 

would  notcondemn  the  measure;  but  give  our  opinion.     He  mej 

still  it  came  before  the  house  under  theless,  act ,  according  to  I 

such  circumstances,  as  to  call  for  de*  discretion,  notwithstanding 

liberation ;  and  when  the  house  did  nion  ;  but  it  will  then  be  i 

act,  it  should  act  free    from  all  own  responsibility.     If  our 

influence  of  the  executive.     This  differs  from  his,  it  will  be 

is  the  more  necessary  ;  because  the  vice  ;  and  if  it  should  be  tl 

house  is  called  upon  to  share  the  it  will  do  no  harm.     It  wiD 

responsibility  of  the  measure.  contrary,  sustain  him  in  tin 

If  the  president,  afler  the  senate  other  nations.    There  are 

had  confirmed  the  nomination,  had  now  floating  in  the  public  i 

come  to  this  house  simply  for  an  tion,  the  tendency  of  wU 

appropriation,    he     would     have  mislead  our  foreign  fimeCii 

granted  it  without  much  inquiry ;  and  it  is  proper  that  they  d 

because  the  responsibility  would  brought  into  form,  so  that 

have  rested,  where  the  constitution  determine  upon  their  con 

placed   it, — upon    the    president.  Ever  since  the  memoraUe 

But  the  executive  has  thought  pro-  of  Mr.  Monroe^  in  1823, 
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obflerfed  these  miscoiistnictions, 
and  the  sentiinents  prevailbg 
among  the  peoi^e,— sentimenta 
wMeh  tins  house  might  be  unwill- 
ing to  suslain. 

What     did    that     declaration 
!     Was  it  hdd  out  in  terro- 

• 

Too  hold  out  the  idea,  that  any 
iaterferaiee  on  the  part  of  the  Eu- 
lopetn  powers,  except  Spain,  with 
the  South  American  nations,  will 
be  rfiJHtfd  by  the  United  States. 
Are  we  prepared  to  act  upon  that 
Maratioo,  if  such  interference 
abodd  take  place  ?  It  would  ill 
becooie  na  to  say,  that  we  had  no 
BorioeB  otaBlion,  when  we  held 
racb  lu^goige  in  the  face  of  the 
world. 

Tbe  topic  has  now  assumed  a 
fraver  ehvaeter.  It  is  about  to 
keeooae  tfie  subject  of  discussion 
ii  the  Flaiiama  congress,  and  we 
He  called  iqKXi  for  an  explicit  de- 
ehiatioo  of  our  views.  If  this 
hid  beea  asked  in  a  special  mes- 
uge^  we  could  not  refuse  it  It  is 
•St  BOW  wAed  here,  but  it  is  to  be 
adbed  at  Panama ;  and  you  are 
te^pand  to  send  ministers  to  an- 
iwer  it :  and  it,  therefore,  becomes 
n  as  ouick  to  deliberate  upon  the 
ths  «il>jeci|  as  if  the  question 
iNn  Aectly  put  to  themselves. 
He  dad  not  mean  to  go  into  a  mi- 
late  inveatigation.  The  view  he 
fnpoeed  to  take,  superseded  the 
leeesntjp  at  that ;  but  he  wished 


to  say,  that  he  did  not  entirely  con- 
cur in  the  opinions  of  the  commit- 
tee of  foreign  relations.  He  did 
not  consider  this  congress  as  a 
mere  deliberative,  diplomatic  as- 
sembly. He  believed  its  delibera- 
tions would  be  binding  on  all  the 
governments,  that  were  represent- 
ed there,  without  any  subsequent 
action  on  their  part.  If  not,  he 
could  not  perceive,  what  advan- 
tage would  be  derived  from  this 
assembly.  It  is  held  under  the  au- 
thority of  treaties,  and  is  vested 
with  the  powers  of  peace  and  war, 
and  to  give  effect  to  those  treaties ; 
and  every  power  present  will  be  as 
much  bound  by  its.  acts,  as  if  under 
the  obhgation  of  specific  treaties. 
He  did  not  say  this  in  condemna- 
tion of  the  measure.  Whatever 
may  be  the  character  of  this  con- 
gress, we  may  have  very  important 
interests  connected  with  it ;  and  it 
is  our  duty  to  be  represented  there 
by  some  accredited  agent.  He 
was  not  tenacious  as  to  the  form 
of  this  mission.  The  executive 
has  recommended  a  particular 
form,  and  the  senate  has  confirm- 
ed it.  He  did  mean,  therefore, 
to  object  to  the  form ;  but  he 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
house,  to  the  subjects  to  be  dis- 
cussed at  the  Panama  congress. 
Mr.  M'Lane  then  quoted  firom  the 
message  of  the  president  some 
passages,  stating  the  objects  of  the 
mission,  and  proceeded. 
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These  objects  are  all  important. 
They  afford  a  sufficient  reason  to 
send  some  kind  of  agents.  There 
are  other  subjects  of  minor  import- 
ance ;  and  it  is  proposed  to  discuss 
all  these  subjects  by  our  ministers ; 
but  we  are  not  to  be  bound  by  their 
decisions,  until  they  have  been  rati- 
fied by  the  senate. 

There  are,  however,  subjects 
connected  with  this  country,  which 
he  would  not  consent  should  even 
be  discussed  or  considered ;  and  to 
prevent  that,  he  had  proposed  his 
amendment. 

There  are  questions  of  interna- 
tional law — the  abolition  of  the 
slave  trade — the  condition  of  Hay- 
ti,  Porto  Rico,  and  Cuba — the  re- 
sistance of  any  attempts  to  form 
new  colonial  establishments  on  this 
continent — and  any  interference 
with  the  domestic  relations  of  the 
new  republics. 

He  did  not  object  to  the  discus- 
sion of  any  of  these  topics,  but  the 
last ;  though  he  did  not  believe  tliat 
any  one  of  these  objects  would  be 
gained  by  the  mission.  We  have 
nothing  to  give,  or  to  concede  ; 
and,  therefore,  nothing  to  gain: 
still  they  may  be  discussed.  Any 
treaty  as  to  foreign  nations,  is  in- 
compatible with  our  policy,  and, 
therefore,  ought  not  to  be  discuss- 
ed. The  system  of  policy  adopted 
by  a  nation,  is  not  a  subject  of  ne- 
gotiation. It  is  the  duty  of  a  go- 
vernment to  regulate  its  own  con- 


cerns, and  to  announce 
to  the  world ;  but  not  to  : 
as  to  what  it  shall  be. 

It  is  for  us  to  say  that  < 
is  pacific  and  neutral ;  thi 
determined  to  steer  clear, 
ficulties  growing  out  of 
tion   and  circumstances 
nations  ;  and   tliat   we  i 
consent  to  negotiate,  wl 
wiU   take  part  in   their 
or  not.     If,  however,  ai 
man  would  say,  that  he 
ing  to  stipulate,  that  we  si 
vocably  take  part  in  an^ 
between  foreign  nations;  J 
sirous  distinctly    to    say 
would  not  consent  to  an] 
pulation.     He  would  not 
to  make  an  agreement, 
would  not  assent  to  at  be 
would    not    even     diaei) 
points  ;  and  therefore  he 
due  to  ourselves  and  to 
vernments,  that  if  we  dot 
remain  free  from  any  su< 
they  should  know  our  d 
tion. 

He  did  not  mean  to  sa^ 
the  intention  of  the  ex< 
enter  into  any  alliances,  < 
tions  on  this  subject, 
subject  will  be  discussi 
powers  expect  it  will ;  ai 
pectation,  is  a  reason 
opinions  should  be  declar 

He  then  quoted  from  t 
of  Messrs.  Salazar,  Obr< 
Canaz,  to    Mr.     Clay ; 
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answer  accepting  the   invitation; 
and  also  from  the  president's  mes- 
sage, to  show  that  this  was  one  of 
the  prominent  objects  of  the  mis- 
■od;  and  then  proceeded  to  say, 
that  it  was   not   by  treaty  alone, 
that  alliances  and  obligations  were 
eatered  into  :  they  might  be  assmn- 
ed  by  proclamation,  and  by  many 
other  modes.     He  would  not  enter 
into  this  subject.    The  settled  poU- 
cj  of  this  country  is  not  only  neu- 
tral ;  bat  to  avoid  all  political  con- 
Mctioiis,  all  entangling  alliances, 
and  aU  associations  which  are  not 
necessary  to  effect  commercial  ob- 
IBcta.  It  is  the  interest  of  the  coun- 
try thai  tins  policy  should  prevail ; 
and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  government 
to  make  it  prevail.     The  govem- 
oent  indeed  cannot  be  insensible 
to  the  public  opinion.  .It  is  founded 
on  public    opinion;    but  when   a 
feverish  excitement  has  been  crea- 
ted by  adventitious  causes,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  government  to  repress 
it     ITie  moment  the  government 
loses  sight  of  this  principle,  .we  are 
aD  afloat.     The  policy  of  the  act  of 
1793  was,  the  moderation  of  the 
government,  acting  on  public  ex- 
citement.    The  sympathies  of  the 
people  were  strongly  and  justly  ex- 
cited ID  fiivor  of  the  French  nation  ; 
lad  this  violence  of  feeling  would 
have  hurried  us  into  war,  but  for  the 
imerposition  of  the  power  of  the  go- 
vermnent.  Again,  on  a  more  recent 
occasion,  the  efforts  of  the  Greeks 


kindled  the  sympathies  of  the  people 
— it  was  an  acclamation  of  the  whole 
country,  but  the  course  adopted  by 
the  government,  checked  and  quali- 
fied it.  So  also  in  relation  to  the 
South  American  states,  the  policy 
which  we  have  adopted  towards 
them,  was  the  act  of  the  government 
on  the  people. 

The  message  of  the  president 
takes  the  valedictory  address  of 
general  Washington,  as  the  founda- 
tion of  the  neutral  policy  of  the 
country.  It  is  not  so.  The  poli- 
cy existed  before  that  address ;  it 
had  its  origin  in  the  very  infancy  of 
our  country,  and  that  valedictory 
address  came  to  confirm  it.  That 
address  was  not  so  much  in  favor  of 
the  policy  itself;  as  of  its  continu- 
ance. If  he  had  not  totally  misun- 
derstood the  spirit  of  that  address,  it 
related  not  to  our  policy  as  to  a  par- 
ticular people  or  a  particular  time ; 
but  to  all  people,  and  to  aU  time  : 
to  preserve  our  neutral  attitude, 
and  thus  to  disconnect  ourselves 
from  the  broils  of  other  nations, 
wherever  they  may  be  situated. 
The  great  spirit  of  this  policy  is,  to 
leave  the  government  untrammel- 
led, to  act  according  to  our  best  in- 
terests, whenever  we  may  be  called 
on  to  do  so.  This  might  have  been 
the  motive  to  recommend  it,  in  re- 
lation to.  European  and  other  na- 
tions. What  is  there  in  the  charac- 
ter of  the  South  American  govern- 
ments, to  induce  any  change  in  this 
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policy  towards  them.  He  had  no 
wish,  to  undervalue  that  pa^  of  tlie 
continent.  He  would  Q6t  wish  it 
to  be  supposed,  that  he  had  no  sym- 
pathy for  the  South'  American 
people  :  he  had  deeply  sympathized 
in  all  their  struggles  and  privations 
in  quest  of  their  independence ;  but 
in  their  institutions  themselves, 
there  was  nothing  to  excite  any 
particular  sympathy.  He  felt  all 
due  respect  for  their  character ;  he 
was  as  great  an  admirer  of  the 
courage  and  constancy  they  had 
exhibited,  as  any  gentleman  could 
be ;  but  he  would  not  suffer  that 
feeling  to  drag  him  from  his  moor- 
ings, nor  to  set  the  country  afloat. 
If  there  be  any  thing  in  the  proxi- 
mity of  those  nations  to  influence, 
it  should  rather  strengthen  our  at- 
tachment to  this  policy,  and  induce 
us  to  cling  with  stiU  greater  cir- 
cumspection to  our  anchorage.  It 
is  here  the  European  nations  are 
detached  and  distant,  and  the  &cili- 
ties  for  the  preservation  of  a  neu- 
tral character  are  greater ;  but  be- 
cause a  nation  is  nearer,  and  the 
difficulty  of  sustaining  that  cha- 
racter is  greater,  the  more  difficult 
it  is  to  preserve  neutrality,  the 
greater  necessity  is  there  for  cir- 
cumspection. Would  a  war  on  our 
borders  be  less  injurious  to  us,  than 
a  difficulty  with  a  remote  antago- 
nist ?  These  governments  are  yet 
in  their  infancy — they  are  still  in 
their  chrysalis  state — they  have  yet 


to  pass  through  various  in 
fore  they  can  reach  ihek 
elevation  among  nations.  ] 
desirous  that  all  their  beil 
might  be  realised  ;  but  they 
new,  and  may  be  involved  bj 
tiplicity  of  circumstances. 

He  would  not  go  fartb 
an  argument,  as  to  general 
The  simple  object  he  had  i 
was  to  offer  his  amendnM 
appeared  to  him,  that  we 
vote  the  appropriation  ;  uiy 
come  to  an  expression  of  t 
nion  contained  in  the  amei 
without  committing  oursA 
is  avowed  in  the  message  i 
documents,  that  we  must  b 
litical  relations.  He  would  i 
that  we  would  not  have  tbee 
cal  relations.  It  is  the  dfb 
the  ruling  statesmen  of  e«  < 
of  our  country,  that  we 
American  family  of  goven 
and  have  common  interesti 
common  cause.  When  that* 
is  acted  on,  and  we  are  o 
send  ministers,  he  would  t 
a  subject  not  to  be  discuss 
will  not  satisfy  to  bring  for 
an  argument,  that  we  canm 
promit  our  neutrality.^  Oi 
ground  is — we  cannot  go  s 
discussion  at  all.  If  the  ex 
wish  to  avoid  the  expreaiioi 
opinion — if  the  house  wiD 
him  in  his  amendment,  we  ' 
these  governments  that  we  w. 
far ;  but  the  people  and  then 
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sentatifeB  say  we  must  not  go  so 
fir,  as  to  commit  the  interests  of 
the  country. 

In  offering  his  amendment,  he 
hid  no  disposition  to  embarrass  the 
n^asure.  He  should  propose  to 
hive  the  whole  constitutional  pow- 
er to  the  president ;  but  he  could 
not  reconcile  it  to  his  sense  of  duty 
to  give  the  appropriation  without 
the  opinion. 

To  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
!f  Lane,  Blr.  Rives,  of  Virginia, 
proposed  to  add  after  the  25th  line 
tile  foOowing: — 

^Or  any  compact  or  engage* 
aent  by  which  the  United  States 
shall  be  fkiged  to  the  Spanish 
American  states,  to  maintain,  by 
force,  the  principle  that  no  part  of 
tfe  American  continent  is  hence- 
tMTward  subject  to  colonization  by 
any  European  power.*' 

Mr.  Rives  said,  that  this  subject 
was  a  prominent  object  of  the  de- 
liberatioiis  of  the  Panama  con- 
gress; and  he  was  unwilling  to 
commit  the  country  to  any  engage- 
aent  with  the  South  American 
Hates  on  this  point.  He  thought 
he  eoold  satisfy  the  committee, 
that  by  so  doing,  we  should  di- 
rectly endanger  the  peace  of  the 
eonntry,  and  be  placed  in  a  hos- 
tile positioD,  with  one  of  the  most 
powerftd  nations  of  the  earth.  He 
referred  to  Great  Britain. 

The  president  stated,  in  general 
tmns,  that  our  territory  covered 


the  whole  continent;  so  that  we 
must  maintain  the  principle  over 
the  whole  continent.  But,  even 
if  restricted,  great  dangers  might 
ensue.  On  the  Northwest  Coast, 
the  claims  of  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  are  in  direct  con- 
flict. Between  the  42d  and  the 
54th  degree  of  north  latitude^ 
(which  is  the  hmit  of  the  Russian 
claim,)  there  was  a  dispute  as  to 
the  boundary  of  our  possessions. 
Our  claims  to  the  disputed  territory, 
are  founded  on  the  prior  discovery 
of  captain  Gray,  in  1790.  This 
claim  is  denied  by  Great  Britain. 
Our  claims  to  the  rest  of  the  coast, 
rest  on  the  Spanish  grants.  How 
is  our  claim  received  by  Ghreat  Bri- 
tain ?  Our  minister  informs  us  that 
she  is  not  prepared  to  relinquish 
her  claim,  and  would  not  admit 
ours.  This  shows  that  Great  Bri- 
tain is  resolved  to  dispute  our 
claim ;  and  it  becomes  us,  before 
we  involve  ourselves  in  a  contest, 
to  satisfy  ourselves  that  the  princi- 
ple is  just.  We  had  not  been  able 
to  sustain  our  demand  upon  any 
good  ground  ;  and  he  was  unwilling 
to  place  ourselves  in  collision  with 
Great  Britmn,  upon  such  a  sha- 
dowy foundation  of  right. 

He  was  not  satisfied  that  no  Eu- 
ropean power  could  introduce  a 
commercial  intercourse  into  this 
territory  ;  and  such  an  intercourse- 
necessarily  accompanied  territorial 
dominion. 
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Another  reason  alleged  was,  that 
the  United  States  had  a  sort  of  po- 
litical supremacy  over  the  whole 
continent.  This  could  not  be  sus- 
tained. The  principle  itself,  was 
still  a  matter  of  controversy  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  this  coun- 
try ;  and  if  we  pledge  ourselves  to 
sustain  it,  we  probably  rush  into 
an  actual  war.  This  is  not  a  mere 
question  of  boundaries.  No  per- 
son will  believe,  that  the  president 
meant  that  we  should  pledge  our- 
selves to  maintain  our  territorial 
boundaries  as  we  claimed  them. 
The  fact  is,  it  is  a  controverted 
question  between  ourselves  and 
Great  Britain,  and  it  was  unwise  in 
us  to  give  such  a  pledge. 

We  had  no  motive  for  it.  We 
want  no  aid  from  these  states  to 
vindicate  our  own  boundaries ;  and 
if  we  did,  we  could  not  obtain  it 
in  the  mode  proposed. 

Mr.  Rives  also  objected  to  this 
fraternal  system,  which,  he  said, 
seemed  to  have  been  lately  adopt- 
ed towards  the  South  American 
states.  All  its  consequences  were 
to  be  referred  to  the  secretary  of 
state.  The  present  executive, 
whatever  was  his  original  bias,  has 
become  a  proselyte.  The  caba- 
listic phrases  of  this  system,  ^^  sis- 
ter republics,"  "  new-bom  na- 
tions," 6lc.  recurring  in  his  mes- 
sage, show  that  tlie  president  had 
adopted  it. 

Another  evidence  is.  the  attempt 


to  do  away,  the  application  of 
Washington's-  advice  to  these 
times. 

He  differed  with  the  executiye 
cfti  this  point.  He  thought  the  ad- 
vice even  more  applicable  now, 
than  when  delivered.  Then  we 
were  in  a  state  of  infancy,  and  it 
might  have  been  desirable  to  have 
had  the  aid  of  older  powers.  Now, 
we  are  strong  enough  to  defend 
ourselves.  He  considered  the  go- 
vernment to  have  pledged  itself  by 
this  mission  on  two  points,  viz.  to 
resist  any  farther  colonization  of 
this  continent ;  and  the  interference 
of  any  European  powers  in  the  con- 
test between  Spain  and  her  former 
colonies ;  and  that  the  house  was 
bound  to  step  in,  and  release  them 
from  the  dilemma  in  which  it  had 
involved  itself. 

In  reply,  Mr.  Webster  said,  that  in 
his  opinion  these  amendments  pre- 
sented two  questions ;  the  first,  whe- 
ther the  house  of  representatives  will 
withhold  the  ordinary  appropriation, 
for  carrying  into  effect  an  executive 
measure,  which  the  executive  de- 
partment has  constitutionally  insti- 
tuted? The  second,  whether,  it 
will  take  the  responsibility  of  inter- 
posing, with  its  own  opinions,  di- 
rections or  instructions,  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  this  particular  ex- 
ecutive measure  shall  be  conducted  ? 

'^  He  was  in  the  negative,  on  both 
these  propositions.  He  was  neither 
willing  to  refuse  the  appropriation. 
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DOT  to  limit  the  discretion  of  the  ex- 
ecutire,  beforehand,  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  shall  perform  its 
owa  appropriate  constitutional  du- 
des.   And,  those  who  hold  these 
opinions  have  the   advantage    of 
being  on  the  conmion  highway  of 
oar  national  politics.     We  propose 
noQung  new ;  we  suggest  no  change; 
we  adhere  to  the  uniform  practice 
of  the  government.     It  is  for  those, 
wiio  are  in  &vor  of  either,  or  both, 
of  the  propositions,  to  satisfy  the 
house  and  the  country,  that  there 
is  something  in  the  present  occasion 
viuch  caUs  for  such  an  extraordina- 
ry and  uiqprecedented  interference. 
^  The  preiident  and  senate  have 
instituted  a  public  mission,  for  the 
purpose  of  treating  with  foreign 
Btates.      Such  appointment  is,  a 
clear  and  unquestionable  exercise 
of  executive  power.     It  is,  indeed, 
leas  connected  with  the  appropriate 
^intieB  of  this  house,  than  almost  any 
other  executive  act ;   because  the 
office  of  a  public  minister  is  not 
created  by  any  statute    or  law  of 
oar  own  govenunent.     It    exists 
under  the  law  of  nations,  and  is 
recogmzed  as  existing  by  our  con- 
atitatioii.    The  acts  of  congress, 
indeed,  fimit  the  salaries  of  public 
Qunist^B ;   but  they  do  no  more. 
Every  thing  else,  in  regard  to  the 
i^jipointment  of  public  ministers, 
their  number,  the   time  of  their 
appointment,  and  the  negotiations 
contemplated  in  such  appointments, 
is  matter  ibr  executive  discretion. 


Now  the  question  is,  whether  the 
president  and  senate,having  created 
this  mission,  or,  in  other  words, 
having  appointed  the  ministers,  in 
the  exercise  of  their  undoubted  con- 
stitutional power,  this  house  will 
take  upon  itself  the  responsibility 
of  defeating  its  objects,  and  render- 
ing this  exercise  of  executive  power 
void  ? 

'^  By  voting  the  salaries,  in  the  or- 
dinary way,  we  assume,  as  it  seems 
to  me,  no  responsibility  whatever.  ' 
We  merely  empower  another  branch 
of  the  government  to  discharge  its 
own  appropriate  duties,  in  that 
mode  which  seems  to  itself  most 
conducive  to  the  pubhc  interests. 
We  are,  by  so  voting,  no  more  re- 
sponsible for  the  manner  in  which 
the  negotiation  shall  be  conducted, 
than  we  are  for  the  manner  in 
which  one  of  the  heads  of  depart- 
ment may  discharge  the  duties  of 
his  office. 

^'  On  the  other  hand,  if  we  with- 
hold the  ordinary  means,  we  do  in- 
cur a  heavy  responsibility.  We  in- 
terfere, to  prevent  the  action  of 
the  government,  according  to  con- 
stitutional forms  '  and  provisions. 
It  ou^t  constantly  to  be  remem- 
bered that  our  whole  power,  in  the 
case,  is  merely  incidental.  The 
constitution  vests  the  power  of  ap- 
pointment in  the  president  and  se- 
nate ;  the  law  gives  to  the  president 
even  the  power  of  fixing  the 
amount  of  salary,  within  certain 
limits ;  and  the  only  question,  here, 
14 
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is  upon  the  appropriation.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  we  have  the  power, 
to  break  up  the  mission,  by  with- 
holding the  salaries  ;  we  hare  pow- 
er also  to  break  up  the  court,  by 
withholding  the    salaries  of    the 


^^  But  the  gentleman  argues,  that 
in  the  present  case,  the  president 
has  especially  referred  the  matter 
to  our  opinion ;  that  he  requests 
our  advice.  This  appears  a  very 
mistaken  view  of  the  subject ;  but 


judges,  or  to  break  up  the  office  of    if  our  advice  and  opinion  had  thus 


president,  by  withholding  the  sala- 
ry provided  for  it  by  law.  But, 
then,  can  we  rightfully  exercise  this 
power  ?  These  officers  do,  indeed, 
already  exist.  They  are  public 
ministers.  If  they  were  to  negoti- 
ate a  treaty,  and  the  senate  should 
ratify  it,  it  would  become  a  law  of  charge  his  duties.  He  cannot  shift 
the  land,  whether  we  voted  their     the  responsibility    from    himself; 


been  asked,  it  would  not  alter  the 
line  of  our  duty.  We  cannot  take, 
though  it  were  offered,  any  share 
in  executive  duty.  The  president 
cannot  properly  ask,  and  we  can- 
not properly  give,  our  advice,  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  he  shall 


salaries  or  not. 

*'*'  The  gentleman  from  Delaware 
says,  that  the  source  from  which  the 
measure  springs,  should  have  no  in- 
fluence with  us  whatever.  I  do 
not  comprehend  this.  This  mea- 
sure Qomes  from  the  executive,  and 
it  is  an  impropriate  exercise  of 
executive  power.  How  is  it,  then, 
that  we  are  to  consider  it,  as  if  it 
were  a  legislative  measure  origina- 
ting with  ourselves  ?  In  deciding 
whether  we  will  enable  the  exe- 
cutive to  exercise  his  own  du- 
ties, are  we  to  copsider  whether 
we  should  have  exercised  them  in 


and  we  cannot  assume  it.  'Such 
a  course,  would  confound  aU  that 
is  distinct  in  the  constitutional  as- 
signment of  our  respective  func- 
tions. It  would  break  down  all 
known  divisions  of  power,  and  put 
an  end  to  all  just  responsibility. 
^^  But,  sir,  I  see  no  evidence  what- 
ever, that  the  president  has  asked 
us  to  take  this  measure  upon  our- 
selves, or  to  divide  the  responsi- 
bility of  it  with  him.  The  senate 
having  concurred  in  the  mission^ 
the  president  has  sent  a  message, 
requesting  the  appropriation,  in  the 
usual  and  common  form.    Another 


the  same  way  ourselves  ?    And  if    message  is  sent,  in  answer  to  a  call 
we  differ  in  opinion  with  the  presi-     of  the  house,  communicating  the 


dent  and  senate,  are  we  on  that  ac- 
count to  refuse  the  ordinary  means  ? 
I  think  not ;  unless  we  mean  to  say 
that  we  will  exercise,  ourselves,  all 
the  powers  of  the  government. 


correspondence,  and  setting  forth 
the  objects  of  the  mission.      It  is  ^ 
contended,  that  by  this  message  he 
asks  our  advice,  or  refers  the  sub* 
ject  to  our  opinion.      I  do  not  so 
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uoderstaiid  it.      Our  concurrence,  of  the  other  powers.     This  is  not 

he  saji,  by  making  the  appropria-  a  general  expression  of  opinion. 

tioD,  is  subject  to  our  free  deter-  It  is  a  particular  dire^^tion,  or.  a 

OBDation.     Doubtless  it  is  so.     If  special  instruction.     Such  a  thing, 

we  determine  at  all,  we  shall  deter-  sir,  is  wholly  unprecedented.     The 

nine  freely  :  and  the  message  does  course  of  the  house,  hitherto,  has 

BO  more  than  leave  to  ourselves  to  not  been  such.     It  has  expressed 

decide  bow  ftr  we  feel  ourselves  its  opinions,  when  it  deemed  proper 

bound,  either    to    support  or  to  to  express  them  at  all,  on  great, 

tlnrvt  the  executive  department,  leading  questions,  by  resolution, 

otbeexerciBeof  its  duties.  There  and  in  a  general  form.      These 

is  no  message,  no  document,  no  general  opinions,  being  thus  made 

eomnumication  to  us,  which  asks  known,  have  doubtless  always  had, 

ftrourconcurrence,  otherwise  than  and  such  expressions  of  opinion 

•a  we  shall  manifest  it  by  making  doubtless  always  will  have,  their  ef- 

^  appropriation.  feet.     This  is  the  practice  of  the 

^  Bftr.  Chairman  :  I  will  here  take  government.     It  is  a  salutary  prac- 

occamon,  in  order  to  prevent  mis-  tice ;  but  if  we  adopt  a  very  differ- 

ifiprefaeiision,  to  observe,  that  no  ent  practice,  and  undertake  to  pre- 

Ooe  tf  more  convinced  than  I  am,  ficrihe  to  our  public  ministers  what 

that  it  18  the  right  of  this  house,  they  shall  discuss,  and  what  they 

1^  often  its  duty,  to  express  its  shall  not  discuss,  we  take  upon 

paeral  opinion  in  regard  to  ques-  ourselves  that  which,  in  my  jud^- 

tiooa  of  foreign  policy.    On  those  ment,  does  not  at  all  belong  to 

great  nibjects,  for  instance,  which  us. 

Smih  tbe  leading  topics  in  this  dis-  ^  ^^  It  is  obvious  to  remark,  Mr. 

eoHUNii,  it  is  not  only  the  right  of  Chairman,  that  the  senate  have  not 

tbelMNife  to  express  its  opinions,  undertaken  to  give  directions  or 

but  I  think  it  its  duty  to  do  so,  if  instructions  in  this  ca^.      That 

it  dhould  think  the  executive  to  be  body  b  closely  connected  with  the 

pwauing  a  general  course  of  policy  president  in  executive  measures. 

wUcb  die  house  itself  will  not  ulti-  Its  consent  to  these  very  appoufit- 

nately  approve.     But  that  is  some-  ments  is  made  absolutely  necessary 

tihmg  entirely  different   from  the  by  the  constitution  ;  yet  it  has  not 

preieat  suggestion.       Here  it  is  seen  fit,  in  this  or  any  other  case, 

prapoaed  to  decide,  by  our  vote,  to  take  upon  itself  the  responsibility 

what  shall  be  discussed  by  particu-  of  directing  the  mode  in  which  the 

Iv  ministera,    already  appointed,  negotiations  should  be  conducted. 

when  they  shall  meet  the  ministers  ^^  For  these  reasons,  Mr:  Chair. 
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man,  I  am  for  giving  no  instruc-  or  duties  of  these  United  States^ 

tions,  advice,  or  directions,  in  the  either  as  may  regard  European  nar 

case.    I  prefer  leaving  it  where,  in  tions,  or  between  the  several  states 

my  judgment,  the  constitution  has  of  Mexico  and  South  America.* 

left  it — to  executive  discretion  and  ^^  I  need  hardly  repeat,  that  this 

executive  responsibility.  amounts  to  a  precise  instruction. 

^^  But  I  think  there  are  other  ob-  It  prescribes  to  pubUc  ministers  the 
jections  to  the  amendment.  There  precise  manner  in  which  they  are 
are  parts  of  it  which  I  could  not  to  conduct  a  public  negotiation  ;  a 
agree  to,  if  it  were  proper  to  at-  duty  manifestly  and  exchiavely  be- 
tach  any  such  condition  to  our  vote,  longing,  in  my  judgment,  to  the 
As  to  all  that  part  of  the  amend-  executive,  and  not  to  us. 
ment,  indeed,  which  asserts  the  ^^  But  if  we  possessed  the  power 
neutral  policy  of  the  United  States,  to  give  instructions,  this  instruc- 
and  the  inexpediency  of  forming  tion  would  not  be  proper  to  be 
alliances,  no  man  assents  to  those  given.  Let  us  examine  it.  The 
sentiments  more  readily,  or  more  ministers  shaU  not  ^  discuss,  con- 
sincerely,  than  myself.  On  these  sider,  or  consult,'  &c. 
points,  we  are  all  agreed.  Such  ^^  Now,  «ir,  in  the  &st  place,  it  is 
is  our  opinion ;  such,  the  president  to  be  observed,  that  they  are  not 
assures  us,  in  terms,  ia  his  opinion ;  only  not  to  agree  to  any  such  mea- 
such  we  know  to  be  the  opinion  of  sure,  but  they  are  not  to  diacuas  it. 
the  country.  If  it  be  thought  ne-  If  proposed  to  them,  they  are  not 
cessary  to  affirm  opinions  which  to  give  reasons  for  declining  it. 
no  one  either  denies  or  doubts,  by  Indeed  they  cannot  reject  it ;  they 
a  resolution  of  the  house,  I  shall  can  only  say  they  are  not  author- 
cheerfully  concur  in  it.  But  there  ised  to  consider  it. 
is  one  part  of  the  proposed  amend-  ^^  But  again  :  they  are  to  disciisa 
ment  to  which  I  could  not  agree,  no  measure  which  may  commit  our 
in  any  form.  neutral  rights  or  duties.    To  oom- 

^^  That  part  of  the  amendment  to  mit,  is  somewhat  indefinite.    May 

which  I  now  object,  is,  that  which  they  not  modify,  nor  in  any  degree 

requires,  as  a  condition  of  the  re-  alter,  our  neutral  rights  and  duties  ? 

solution  before  us,  that  the  minis-  If  not,  I  hardly  know  whether  a 

ters  ^  shall  not  be  authorized  to  common  treaty  of  commerce  could 

discuss,  consider,  or  consult  upon  be  negotiated ;  because  all  such 

any  measure  which  shall  commit  treaties  afiect  or  modify,  mofe  or 

the  present  or  future  neutral  rights  less,  the  neutral  rights  or  duties  cf 
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tbe  ptities ;  esfiecially  all  such 
tretties  as  our  habitual  p<^cy  leads 
us  to  form. 

^But,  if  this  objection  were  re- 
noied,  still  the  instruction  could 
Bot  properly  be  given.     What  im- 
portant or  leading  measure  is  there, 
eoDoected  with  our  foreign  rela- 
tiooB,  which  can  be  adopted,  with- 
oit  the  possibility  of  committing 
«  to  the  necessity  of  a  hostile 
ittitiide?     Any  assertion  of  our 
phinest  rights  may,  by  possibility, 
htm  thai  effect    The  author  of 
the  amendment  seems  to  suppose 
that  our  pacific  relations  can  never 
be  changed,  but  by  our  own  op- 
tion.   He  ssems  not  to  be  aware 
that  other  slates  may  compel  us,  in 
defence  of  our  own  rights,  to  mea- 
watm^  iHiich,  in  their  ultimate  ten- 
dency, may  commit  our  neutrality. 
Let  me    ask,  if  the  ministers  of 
powers,  at  Panama,  should 
to  our  agents,  that  it  was 
in  eoirtemplation  immediately  to 
take  some   measure  which  these 
agepti  know  to  be  hostile  to  our 
policy,  adverse  to  our  rights,  and 
wmth  as  we  could  not  submit  to— 
riMwid  tiwy  be  left  fi'ee  to  speak 
dMMOlHMnts  of  their  government, 
to  protest  against  the  measure,  and 
Id  dKbre  that  the  United  Stotes 
wrmdd  not  see  it  carried  intoeflfect? 
€h  afcoold  they,  as  this  amendment 
pw^poiSi,  be  enjoined  silence,  let 
Ae  OMttRire  procee!d,  and  after- 
wvdi,  when,  perhaps,  we  go  to 


war  to  redress  the  evil,  we  may 
learn,  that  if  our  objections  had 
been  fairly  and  fiimkly  stated,  the 
step  would  not  have  been  taken  ? 
Look,  sir,  to  the  very  case  of  Cuba 
— the  most  delicate,  and  vastly  the 
most  important  point  in  all  our  fo- 
reign relations.  Do  gentlemen 
think  they  exhibit  skill  or  states- 
manship, in  laying  such  restraints 
as  they  propose  on  our  ministers, 
in  regard  to  this  subject,  among 
others  ?  It  has  been  made  matter 
of  complaint,  that  the  executive 
has  used,  already,  a  more  decisive 
tone  towards  Mexico  and  Colom- 
bia, in  regard  to  their  designs  on 
this  island.  Pray,  sir,  what  tone 
could  be  taken,  under  these  in- 
structions? Not  one  word — not 
one  single  word  could  be  said  on 
the  subject.  If  asked  whether  the 
United  States  would  consent  to  the 
occupation  of  that  island  by  those 
repubhcs,  or  to  its  transfer  by  Spain 
to  a  European  power ;  or  whether 
we  should  resist  such  occupation, 
or  such  transfer,  what  could  they 
say  ?  ^  That  is  a  matter  we  can- 
not discuss,  and  cannot  consider — 
it  would  commit  our  neutral  rela- 
tions— we  are  not  at  liberty  to  ex- 
press the  sentiments  of  our  govern- 
ment on  the  subject :  we  have  no- 
thing at  all  to  say.'  Is  this  what 
gentlemen  wish,  or  what  they 
would  recommend  ? 

*^  If  air,  we  give  these  instruc- 
tions, and  they  should  be  obeyed. 
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and  inconvenience  or  evil  result, 
who  is  answerable  1,  And  I  suppose 
it  is  expected  they  vnll  be  obeyed. 
Certainly  it  cannot  be  intended  to 
give  them,  and  not  to  take  the  re- 
sponsibility of  consequences,  if  they 
be  followed.  It  cannot  be  intended 
to  hold  the  president  answerable 
both  ways ;  first,  to  obey  our  in- 
structions, and  secondly,  for  having 
obeyed  them,  if  evil  comes  firom 
obeying  them. 

"  Sir,  events  may  change.  If  we 
had  the  power  to  give  instructions, 
and  if  these  proposed  instructions 
were  proper  to  be  given,  before  we 
arrive  at  our  own  homes,  afiairs 
may  take  a  new  direction,  and  the ' 
public  interest  require  new  and  cor- 
responding orders  to  our  agents 
abroad.   * 

^^  This  is  said  to  be  an  extraordi- 
nary case,  and,  on  that  account,  to 
justify  our  interference.  If  the  fact 
were  true,  the  consequence  would 
not  follow.  If  it  be  the  exercise  of 
a  power  assigned  by  the  constitu- 
tion to  the  executive,  it  can  make  no 
difference  whether  the  occasion  be 
common  or  uncommon.  But,  in 
truth,  there  have  been  much  stronger 
cases  for  the  interference  of  the 
house,  where,  nevertheless,  the 
house  has  not  interfered. 

^^  I  am,  therefore,  against  the 
amendment ;  not  only  as  not  being  a 
proper  manner  of  exercising  any 
power  belonging  to  this  house,  but, 
also,  as  hoi  containing  instructions 


fit  to  be  i^ven,  if  we  possessed  the 
power  of  living  them." 

Mr.  W.  then  proceeded : — ^*  Mr. 
Chairman — It  is  our  fortune  to  be 
called  upon  to  act  our  part,  as  pub- 
lic men,  at  a  most  interesting  era  in 
human  afiairs.  Not  only  new  inte- 
rests and  new  relations  have  sprung 
up  among  states,  but  new  soci- 
eties, new  nations,  and  fiwinilHw 
of  nations,  have  risen  to  take  their 
places,  and  perform  their  parts, 
in  the  order,  and  the  intercourse 
of  the  world.  We  haTe  seen 
eight  states  formed  out  of  colonies 
on  our  own  continent,  assume  the 
rank  of  nations. 

^^  This  is  a  mighty  revoluti<m ; 
and  when  we  consider  what  an 
extent  of  the  surface  of  the  globe 
they  cover;  through  what  cli- 
mates they  extend  ;  irtial  popula- 
tion they  contain,  and  what  new  im- 
pulses they  must  derive  from  this 
change  of  government,  we  cannot 
but  perceive  that  great  efiects  are 
likely  to  be  produced  on  the  inter- 
course, and  the  interests  of  the  ci- 
vilized world. 

^^In  many  respects,  the  Euror 
pean  and  American  nations  are 
alike.  They  are  alike  christian 
states,  civilized  states,  aAd  commer- 
cial states.  They  have  access  to 
the  same  common  fountuns  of  in- 
telligence ;  they  all  draw  from  those 
sources  which  belong  to  the  civili- 
zed world.  In  knowledge  and  li- 
ters— in  the  arts  of  peace  and  war« 
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tJiey  differ  in  degrees ;  but  they 
bear,iiemtheles8,  a  general  resem- 
bliDce.  On  the  other  hand,  in  mat- 
ters of  government  and  social  insti- 
tution, the  nations  on  this  conti- 
oent  are  founded  upon  principles 
winch  never  did  prevail,  in  conside- 
nUe  extent,  either  at  any  other 
time,  or  in  any  other  place.  There 
has  oerer  been  presented  to  the 
mind  of  man  a  more,  interesting 
sobjeet  of  contemplation  than  the 
frtiWisfament  of  90  many  nations  in 
America,  partaking  in  the  civiliza- 
tioD  and  in  the  arts  of  the  old  world, 
but  having  left  behind  them  those 
combrooB  institutions,  which  had 
their  ori^  in  a  dark  and  mihtary 
age.  Whatsoever  European  expe- 
rience bts  developed  favorable  to'the 
fi^eedom  and  the  happiness  of  man  ; 
whatsoever  European  genius  has 
inreoted  for  his  improvement  or 
gmificatkHi;  whatsoever  of  refine- 
neni  oc  polish  the  culture  of  Eu- 
ropean aoeiety  presents  for  his 
lidoplioD  and  enjoyment — all  this  is 
oflerad  fo  man  in  America,  with 
Ae  adfitional  advantages  of  the  full 
power  of  erecting  forms  of  govern- 
>Mt  onfree  and  simple  principles, 
^nthoatoffertmning  institutions  suit** 
ed  to  times  long  passed,  but  too 
^^f9o^  supported,  either  by  inte- 
'^  or  prejudices,  to  be  shaken 
withoot  ecmvulsions.  This  unpre- 
c^dsDtad  state  of  things  presents 
Whippiest  of  all  occasions  for  an 
^ttoapl  to  establidi  national  inter- 
^^"om  iqpon  improved  principles ; 


upon  principles  tending  to  peace, 
and  the  mutual  prosperity  of  na- 
tions. In  this  respect,  America, 
the  whole  of  America,  has  a  new 
career  before  her.  If  we  look  back 
on  the  history  of  Europe,  we  see 
how  great  a  portion  of  the  last  two 
centuries  her  states  have  been  at 
war  for  interests  connected  mainly 
with  her  feudal  monarchies  ;  wars 
for  particular  dynasties ;  wars  to 
support  or  defeat  particular  succeft- 
sions  ;  wars  to  enlarge  or  curtail  the 
dominions  of  particular  crowns ; 
wars  to  support  or  to  dissolve  fami- 
ly alliances  ;  wars,  in  fine,  to  en- 
force, or  to  resist  religious  intole- 
rance. What  long  and  bloody  chap- 
•  ters  do  these  not  fill,  in  the  history 
of  European  politics !  Who  does 
not  see,  and  who  does  not  rejoice  to 
see,  that  America  has  a  glorious 
chance  of  escaping,  at  least,  these 
causes  of  contention  ?  Who  does 
not  see,  and  who  does  not  rejoice  to 
see,  that,  on  this  continent,  undei* 
other  forms  of  government,  we  have 
before  us  the  noble  hope  of  b^- 
ing  able,  by  the  mere  influence  of 
civil  liberty  and  reUgious  tole- 
ration, to  dry  up  these  outpour- 
ing fountains  of  blood,  and  to  ex- 
tinguish these  consuming  fires  of 
war.  The  general  opinion  of  the 
age  favors  such  hopes  and  such 
prospects.  There  is  a  growing  dis- 
position to  treat  the  intercourse  of 
nations  more  like  the  useful  inter- 
course of  firiends  ;  philosophy,  just 
views  of  national  advantage,  good 
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sense,  and  the  dictates  of  a  common 
religion,  and  an  increasing  convic- 
tion that  war  is  not  the  interest  of 
the  human  race— all  concur,  to  in- 
crease the  interest  created  by  this 
new  accession  to  the  list  of  nations. 
^^  But,  although  the  independence 
of  these  new  states  seems  efl^tually 
accomplished,  jret  a  lingering  and 
hopeless  war  is  kept  up  against 
them  by  Spain.  This  is  greatly  to 
be  regretted  by  all  nations.  To 
Spain  it  is,  as  every  reasonable  man 
sees,  useless,  and  without  hope. 
To  the  new  states  themselves,  it  is 
burdensome  and  afflictive.  To  the 
commerce  of  neutral  nations  it  is 
annoying  and  vexatious.  There  is 
some  reason,  however,  to  believe 
that  the  war  approaches  to  its 
end :  that  the  measures  adopted  by 
our  own  government  have  had  an 
effect  in  tending  to  produce  that  re- 
sult. 

^^  Our  own  course  during  this  con- 
test between  Spain  and  her  colo- 
nies, is  well  known.  Though  en- 
tirely and  strictly  neutral,  we  were 
in  favor  of  early  recognition.  Our 
opinions  were  known  to  the  allied 
sovereigns  when  in  congress  at 
Aix-la-Ghapelle  in  1818,  at  which 
time  the  affairs  of  Spain  and  her 
colonies  were  under  consideration  ; 
and,  probably,  the  knowledge  of 
those  sentiments,  together  with  the 
poUcy  adopted  by  England,  pre- 
vented any  interference  by  other 
powers  at  that  time.     Yet  we  have 


treated  Spain  with  scrupukmi 
cacy.  We  acted  on  the  oai 
one  of  civil  war.  We  treatei 
the  new  governments,  as  gn 
ments  defado.  Not  queatj 
the  right  of  Spain  to  coerce 
back  to  their  old  obedience, 
had  the  power ;  we  yet  held  it 
our  right  to  deal  with  them  m 
existing  governments  in  fact, 
the  moment  arrived  at  which 
came  apparent  and  manifiw 
the  dominion  of  Spain  ov«r 
her  ancient  colonies,  was 
end.  Our  right,  our  intern 
our  duty,  all  concurred  at  tlM 
ment  to  recommend  recognii 
and  we  did  recognize. 

^^  Now,  sir,  the  history  of  th 
posed  congress  goes  back 
earlier  date  than  that  of  ow  i 
nition.  It  commenced  ift  1 
and  one  of  the  treaties  now.  1 
us,  proposing  such  a  meetiQg 
between  Colombia  and  OhSi^ 
concluded  in  July,  1822,  i 
months  only  after  we  had  ■€ 
lodged  the  independence  c 
new  states.  The  idea  origi 
doubtless,  in  the  wish  to  stw 
the  union  among  the  new  g 
ments,  and  to  promote  the  00 
cause  of  all — the  effectual 
to  Spanish  authority*  But 
pose  of  the  congress,  or  this  h 
idea,  in  which  it  may  be  siq 
to  have  originated,  has  led, 
seems  to  me,  to  great  misi 
hensions  as  to  its  true  ebai 
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tod  greil  mistakes  in  regard  to  the 
dinger  to  be  apf»rehended  from  our 
seodiiif  mimsters  to  the  meediig. 
TUmeetiiig,  sirvis  a  congress — 
Bot  t  congress,  as  the  word  is  known 
(ooor  conatitotion  and  laws ;  but  as 
it  if  known  to  the  law  of  nations* 
Acongreas,  by  the  law  of  nations, 
iitalaBa|^K>inted  meeting,  for  the 
settkflHDt  of  affiurs  between  differ- 
eolnitioiis,  in  which  the  represen- 
litiieB  or  agents  of  each,  treat  and 
ngotiate,  as  they  are  instructed  by 
their  own  go?emment.  In  other 
WQRk,  this  congress  is  a  diplomatic 
meeting.  We  are  asked  to  join  no 
gofermneDt— no  legislature — no 
leigue — actmg  by  votes.  No  na- 
tion is  a  par^  to  any  thing  done  in 
each  asnaUies,  to  which  it  does 
loteipraBsiy  make  itself  a  party. 
No  one's  riglits  are  put  at  the  dis- 
poatioa  of  any  of  the  rest,  or  of  aU 
th  lot.  What  ministers  agree  to, 
king  afterwards  duly  ratified  at 
hooMby  Undi  their  government ;  and 
iMidttBg  eke  binds  the  government. 
WlMlBoefer  is  done,  to  which  they 
^  not  aawnt,  neither  binds  the  mi- 
their  government,  any 
if  they  had  not  been  pre^ 


'^b  has  been  said  that  commercial 
are  not  n^otiated  at  such 
Far  otherwise  is  the 
^  Anoog  the  earliestof  impor- 
^  atipalations  made  in  favor  of 
^Mnevee  and  navigation,  were 
^  at  Westphalia.     And  what 


we  call  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  was  a 
bundle  of  treaties,  negotiated  at 
that  congress;  some  of  peace, 
some  of  boundary,  and  others  of 
commerce.  Again,  it  has  been 
said,  in  order  to  prove  that  this 
meeting  is  a  sort  of  confederacy ; 
that  such  assemblies  are  out  of  the 
way  of  ordinary  n^otiation,  and 
are  always  founded  on,  and  {urovi- 
ded  for,  by  previous  treaties.  Pray, 
sir,  what  treaty  preceded  the  con- 
gress at  Utrecht  ?  and  the  meeting 
of  our  plenipotentiaries  with  those 
of  England  at  Ghent,  what  was  that 
but  a  congress?  and  what  treaty 
preceded  it  ?  It  is  said,  again,  that 
there  is  no  sovereign  to  whom  our 
ministers  can  be  accredited.  Let 
me  ask  whether,  in  the  case  last  ci- 
ted, our  ministers  exhibited  their 
credentials  to  the  mayor  ofGhent  ? 
Sir,  the  practice  of  nations  in  these 
matters,  is  well  known,  and  is  free 
of  difficulty.  If  the  government  be 
not  present,  agents  or  plenipoten- 
tiaries interchange  their  credentials. 

^^  It  contended  that  this  congress, 
by  virtue  of  the  treaties  which  the 
new  states  have  entered  into,  will 
possess  powers  others  than  those 
of  a  diplomatic  character,  as  be- 
tween those  new  states  themselves. 
If  that  were  so,  it  would  be  unim- 
portant  to  us.  The  real  question 
here  is,  what  vrill  be  our  relation 
with  those  states,  by  sending  minis- 
ters to  this  congress?  Their  ar- 
rangements among  themselves  will 

15 
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not  affect  us.  Even  ifit  were  a  go- 
vernment, like  our  old  confedera* 
tion,  yet,  if  its  members  had  au- 
thority to  treat  with  ub  in  behalf  of 
their  respective  nations,  on  subjects 
on  which  we  have  a  right  to  treat, 
the  congress  might  still  be  a  very 
proper  occasion  for  such  negotia- 
tions. Do  gentlemen  forget  that 
the  French  minister  was  introduced 
to  our  old  congress,  met  it  in  its 
sessions,  carried  on  oral  discus- 
sions with  it,  and  treated  with  it 
in  behalf  of  the  French  king  ?  AU 
that  did  not  make  him  a  member  of 
it ;  nor  connect  him  at  all  with  the 
relations,  which  its  members  bore 
to  each  other.  As  he  treated  on 
the  subject  of  carrying  on  the  war 
against  England,  it^was,  doubtless, 
hostile  towards  that  power ;  but 
this  iconsequence  followed  from  the 
object  and  nature  ci  the  stipula- 
tions, and  not  from  the  manner  of 
the  intercourse.  The  representa- 
tives of  these  South  American 
states,  it  is  said,  will  carry  on  bel- 
ligerent councils  at  this  congress. 
Be  it  so ;  we  shall  not  job  in  such 
councils.  At  the  moment  of  invi- 
tation, our  government  informed 
the  ministers  of  those  states,  that 
we  could  not  make  ourselves  a 
party  to  the  war  between  them  and 
Spain ;  nor  to  councils  for  delibera- 
ting, on  the  means  of  its  fiirther 
prosecution. 

*'^  If,  it  is  asked, we  sendministers 
to  a  congress  composed  altogether 


of  belligerents,  is  it  not  at 
neutrality  ?  Certainly  « 
man  can  say  it  is.  Sna^p 
that  these  ministers  from 
states,  instead  ci  Panami^ 
assemble  at  Bogota,  whfifc 
ready  have  a  minister  :  tki 
cils,  at  that  place,  mi|^ 
gerent,  while  the  war  ahc 
with  Spain.  Should  ' 
that  account,  recall  our 
from  Bogota?  The  whole  a 
rests  on  this ;  that  becauai 
same  time  and  place,  the  age 
South  American  govemmi 
negotiate  about  their  own . 
with  each  other,  in  regaid 
common  war  against  Spn 
fore  we  cannot,  at  the  m 
.  ai)d  place,  negotiate  with  i 
any  of  them,  upon  our 
and  commercial  r 
proposition,  sir,  cannot  b 
tained ;  and,  therefore,  al 
ferences  from  it  &i]. 

^^  It  has  been  affirmed, 
measure,  and  the  sentiai 
pressed  by  the  executive  n 
its  objects,  are  an  acknc 
departure  from  the  neutn 
of  the  United  States.  Sii 
there  is  an  acknowledgei 
ture,  or  any  departure  at 
the  neutral  policy  of  tbm 
What  do  we  mean  by  om 
policy?  Not,  I  suppoMi 
and  stupid  indifference  to  * 
is  passing  around  us  ;  no 
disregard  to  approaching  c 
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ipproadaof  evils,  till  the j  meet  us 
ftU  in  thefrce.  Nor  do  we  mean, 
bf  oar  nsvtral  policy,  that  we  in- 
Uad  Mfer  to  aasert  our  rights  by 
faee.  No,  sir.  We  mean  by  our 
pob^  of  neatrality,  that  the  great 
okjacts  of  national  pursuit  with  us, 
am  Gomected  with  peace.  We 
oofit  no  provinces ;  we  desire  no 
rnwp—ts ;  we  entertain  no  ambi- 
tioM  pfofocts  of  aggrandizement 
}fj  war.  Thb  is  our  policy.  But 
it  does  DoC  Mlow,  from  this,  that 
n  rely  lev  than  other  nations,  on 
m  own  power  to  t indicate  our 
own  rights.  We  know  that  the 
hit  logic  of  kings  b  also  our  last 
logic;  tint  ov  own  interests  must 
be  defeadfld  nd  maintained  by  our 
own  am  $  and  that  peace  or  war, 
WKf  not  always  be  of  our  own 
ckoosiDg.  Our  neutral  policy, 
hnSom^  not  only  justifies  but  re- 
fms^  oar  anxious  attention  to  the 
poKtoi  events,  which  take  place  in 
the  worU ;  a  skiliiil  perception  of 
tkeir  lelflboD  to  our  own  concerns ; 
m  ea^HiCicipation  of  their  conse- 
fieMea;  and  firm  and  timely  asser- 
timsf  what  we  hold  to  beour  own 
Qgktai  and  our  own  interests.  Our 
neotmli^  it  not  a  predetermined 
iksliBcnoe,  either  from  remonstran- 
Mi  m  from  force.  Our  neutral 
polkf  mm  policy  that  protects  neu- 
ka%,  that  defends  neutrality,  that 
^dtes  ep  anna,  if  need  be,  for  neu- 

"^I  must  now  ask  the  indulgence 


of  the  committee  to  an  important 
point  in  the  discussion,  I  mean  the 
declaration  of  the  president  in 
1823.  Not  only  as  a  member  of 
the  house,  but  as  a  citizen  of  the 
country,  I  have  an  anxious  desire 
that  this  part  of  our  public  history 
should  stand  in  its  proper  light 

^^  Sir,  let  us  recur  to  the  impor- 
tant political  events  which  led  to 
that  declaration,  or  accompanied 
it.  In  the  fiill  of  1822,  the  aUied 
sovereigns  held  their  congress  at 
Verona.  The  great  subject  of  con- 
sideration was  the  condition  of 
Spain,  that  country  then  being  un- 
der the  government  of  the  Cortes. 
The  question  was,  whether  Fer- 
dinand  should  be  reinstated  in  all 
his  authority,  by  the  intervention 
of  foreign  force.  Russia,  Prussia, 
France,  and  Austria,  were  inclined 
to  that  measure ;  England  dissent- 
ed and  protested ;  but  the  course 
was  agreed  on,  and  France,  with 
the  consent  of  these  other  conti- 
nental powers,  took  the  conduct  of 
the  operation  into  her  own  hands. 
In  the  spring  of  1823,  a  French 
army  was  sent  into  Spain.  Its  suc- 
cess was  complete.  The  popular 
government  was  overthrown,  and 
Ferdinand  re-established  in  all  his 
power.  This  invasion,  sir,  was  de- 
termined on>  and  undertaken,  pre- 
cisely on  the  doctrines  which  the 
allied  monarchs  had  proclaimed  the 
year  before,  at  Laybach ;  and  that 
is,  that  they  had  a  right  to  interfere 
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in  the  concerns  of  another  state, 
and  reform  its  government,  in  or- 
der  to  prevent  the  e&ocia  of  its  bad 
example ;  this  bad  example,  be  it 
remembelred,  always  being  the  ex- 
ample of  free  government.  Now, 
sir,  acting  on  this  principle  of  sup- 
posed dangerous  example,  and  hav- 
ing put  down  the  example  of  the 
Cortes  in  Spain,  it  was  natural  to 
inquire  Mrith  what  eyes  they  would 
look  on  the  colonies  of  Spain,  that 
were  following  still  worse  exam- 
ples. Would  king  Ferdinand  and 
bis  allies  be  content  with  what  had 
been  done  in  Spain  itself,  or  would 
he  solicit  their  aid,  and  was  it  likely 
they  would  grant  it,  to  subdue  his 
rebellious  American  provinces. 

^^  It  was  in  this  posture  of  afiairs, 
on  an  occasion  which  has  already 
been  alluded  to,  that  I  ventured  to 
say,  early  in  the  session  of  Decem- 
ber, 1823,  that  these  allied  mo- 
narchs  might  possibly  turn  their  at- 
tention to  America.  The  doctrines 
of  Laybach  were  not  limited  to  any 
continent;  Spain  had  colonies  in 
America,  and  having  reformed 
Spain  herself  to  the  true  standard, 
it  was  not  impossible  that  they 
might  see  fit  to  complete  the  work 
by  reconciling,  in  their  way,  the 
colonies  to  the  mother  country. 
And,  accordingly,  as  soon  as  the 
Spanish  king  was  completely  esta- 
blished, he  did  invite  the  co-opera- 
tion of  his  allies,  in  regard  to  South 
America.    In  the  same  month  of 


December,  a  formal  invitataoo  was 
addressed  by  Spain  to  the  courts  of 
St.  Petersburg,  Vienna,  Berlin,  and 
Paris,  proposing  to  estal^ab  aooB- 
ference  at  Paris,  in  order  that  tbe 
plenipotentiaries,  there  asseoAM, 
might  aid  Spain  in  adjusting  the 
afiairs  of  her  revolted  provincea. 
These  affiurs  were  proposed  to  be 
adjusted  in  such  manner  as  riioiild 
retain  the  sovereignty  of  ^mud 
over  them;  and  though  the  co- 
operation of  the  allies,  by  feice  of 
arms,  was  not  directly  so&eited — 
such  was  evidently  the  object 
aimed  at. 

''  The  king  of  Spain,  in  nuddng 
this  request  to  the  members  of  the 
holy  alfiance,  quoted  thehr  own 
doctrines  of  Laybach ;  pointed  out 
the  pernicious  exan^  of  Ameri- 
ca; and  reminded  them  that  their 
success,  in  Spain  itself;  had  paved 
the  way  for  successfiil  operations 
against  the  spirit  of  liberty,  on  tins 
side  of  the  Atlantic. 

^^  The  proposed  meeting,  however, 
did  not  take  place.  England  had 
already  taken  a  decided  omtrse ; 
for,  as  early  as  October,  Mr.  Can- 
ning, in  a  conference  with  the 
French  minister  in  London,  inform- 
ed him  distinctly  and  esqvesdy, 
that  England  would  consider  any 
foreign  interference,  by  force  or  bj 
menace,  in  the  dispute  between 
Spain  and  the  colonies,  as  a  mutwe 
for  recognizing  the  latter,  without 
delay. 
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'^Itis  probaUe  this  detennina-  the  provinces,  if  the  allies  should 
tion  qf  the  Englirii  goTermnent  was  take  part  with  Spain  against  them, 
known  here,  at  the  conunencement  We  had  already  recognized  them, 
of  (he  seosioii  of  congress ;  /Ond  it  It  remained,  therefore,  only  for  our 
was  under  these  circumstances,  it  government  to  say  how  we  should 
was  in  tins  crisis,  that  Mr.  Mon-  consider  a  combination  of  the  allied 
loe^a  declaration  was  made.     It  powers,  to  effect  objects  in  Ameri- 
BOt  then  ascertamed  whether  a  ca,  as  affecting  ourselves ;  and  the 
of  the  allies  would,  or  message  was  intended  to  say,  that 
not,  take  place,  to  concert  we  should  regard  such  combination 
with  SfAiin  the  means  of  re-esta-  as  dangerous  to  us.     Sir,  I  agree 
WJMhrng  her  power ;   but  it  was  that  the  message  did  mean  some- 
plain  enough  they  would  be  pressed  thing ;  that  it  meant  much  ;   and  I 
by  Spain  to  aid  her  (^)CTations ;  maintain,  that  the  declaration  an- 
nnd  it  was  plain  enough  also,  that  swered  the  end  designed  by  it,  did 
Ibey  had  no  particular  liking  to  great  honorto  the  foresight,  and  the 
what  was  taking  place  on  this  side  spirit  of  the  government,  and  that  it 
the  Adaatic^nor  any  great  disin-  cannot  now  be  taken  back,  retract- 
I'fFP^^H*''  to  interfere.     This  was  ed,  or  annulled,  without  disgrace. 
the  posture  of  affiurs ;  and,  sir,  I  It  met,  sir,  with  the  entire  concur- 
entireiy  in  the  sentiment  rence,  and  the  hearty  approbation 
in  the  resolution,  of  a  of  the  country.    The  tone  which  it 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  uttered,  found  a  corresponding  re- 
Maifckf  ,)  that  this  declaration  of  sponse  in  the  breasts  of  the  free 
Mr.  MiMfoe  was  wise,  seasonable,  people  of  the  United  States.    That 
and  patriotie.  people  saw,  and  they  rejoiced  to 
^  It  has  been  said,  in  the  course  see,  that,  on  a  fit  occasion,  our 
of  His  debate,  to  have  been  a  loose  weight  had  been  thrown  into  the 
and  vagoe  declaration.    It  was,  I  rightscale,and  that  without  depart- 
bebeve,  sufficiently  studied.   I  have  ing  from  our  duty,  we  had  done 
widewtood,  firom  good  authority,  somethmg  useful,  and  something 
tfait it  waseonndered,  weired,  and  effectual,  for  the  cause  of    civil 
faiini  lly  and  decidedly  approved  liberty.     One  general  glow  c^exul- 
by  every  one  of  the  president's  ad-  tation— one  universal  feeling  of  the 
at  diat  time.     Our  govern-  gratified  love  of  liberty — one  con- 
;  eonld  not  adopt,  on  that  occa-  scions  and  proud  perception  of  the 
precisely  the   course  which  consideration  which    the  country 
Bwglaiidhadtaken.  England  threat-  possessed,  and  of  the  respect  and 
eiied  tbe  immediate  recognition  of  hcmor  which  belonged  toit-- perva- 
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ded  all  bosoms.  Possibly  the  pub- 
lic enthusiasm  went  too  &r  ;  it  cer- 
tainly (Ld  go  fiur.  But^  sir,  the  sen- 
timent which  this  declaration  in- 
spired, was  not  confined  to  our' 
sehes.  In  that  very  house  of  com- 
mons, of  which  the  gentleman  fi-om 
South  Carolina  has  spoken  with 
such  commendation,  how  was  it 
there  received  ?  Not  only,  sir,  with 
approbation,  but  I  may  say,  with 
no  little  enthusiasm.  While  the 
leading  minister  expressed  his  en- 
tire concurrence  in  the  sentiments 
and  opinions  of  the  American  pre- 
sident, his  distinguished  competitor 
in  that  popular  body,  less  restrained 
by  official  decorum,  more  at  liberty, 
to  give  utterance  to  the  feeling  of 
the  occasion,  declared  that  no  event 
had  ever  created  greater  joy,  exul- 
tation, and  gratitude,  among  all  the 
free  men  in  Europe ;  that  he  felt 
pride  in  being  connected  by  blood 
and  language,  with  the  people  of 
the  United  States ;  that  the  policy 
disclosed  by  the  message,  became 
a  great,  a  fiee,  and  an  independent 
nation  ;  and  that  he  hoped  his  own 
country  would  be  prevented  by  no 
mean  pride,  or  paltry  jealousy,  firom 
foUowing  so  noble  and  glorious  an 
example. 

^  It  is  doubtless  true,  as  I  took 
occasion  to  observe  the  other  day, 
that  this  declaration  must  be  con- 
sidered  as  founded  on  our  rights, 
and  to  spring  mainly  firOm  a  regard 
to  their  preservation.    It  did  not 


commit  os  at  all  events  to 
arms,  cm  any  indication  of 
feeling  by  the  powers  of 
towards  South  America.  Ij 
ample,  all  the  states  of  Em 
refused  to  trade  with  South 
ca,  until  her  states  should  i 
their  former  allegiance,  thi 
have  furnished  no  cause  ol 
rence  to  us.  Or  if  an  ai 
had  been  furnished  by  the ) 
act  against  provinces  the  i 
mote  fi'om  us,  as  Chili  or 
Ayres,  the  distance  of  the 
action  diminishing  our  q 
sion  of  danger,  anddiminisi 
our  means  of  effectual  ii 
tion,  might  still  have  left  v 
tent  ourselves  with  remon 
But  a  very  different  OM 
have  arisen,  if  an  army,  e 
and  maintained  by  thew^ 
had  been  landed  on  the  il 
the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  ail 
menced  the  war  in  our  owi 
diate  neighborhood.  Such  i 
might  justly  be  regarded  as 
ous  to  ourselves,  and,  < 
ground,  to  have  called  for 
and  immediate  interfereooi 
^  But  how  should  it  hap] 
that  there  should  now  bo 
new-born  fear,  on  the  sulijei 
declaration  ?  The  crisis  t 
the  danger  is  past.  At  thf 
was  made,  there  was  real 
for  apprehension :  now  t 
none.  It  was  theii  poenl 
haps  not  improbable,  thatti 
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powers  might  interfere  with  Ameri-  a  similar  character,  rendered  it  high- 

ca.    There  is  now  no  gromid  for  ly  dearable  to  us,  that  these  new 

any  such  fear.    Most  of  the  gentle-  states  should  settle  it,  as  a  part  of 

men  who  have  now  spoken  on  the  their  policy,  not  to  allow  coloniza- 

subject,  were  at  that  time  here.  They  tion  within  their  respective  territo- 

all  heard  the  declaration.     Not  one  ries.     True,  indeed,  we  did  not 

of  them  complained.     And,  yet,  need  their  aid  to  assist  us  in  main- 

Dow,  when  all  danger  is  over,  we  taining  such  a  course  for  ourselves ; 

are  vdiemently  warned  against  the  but  we  had  an  interest  in  their  as- 

eentiments  of  the  declaration.  sertion  and  support  of  the  princi- 

^  To  avoid  this  i^parent  incon-  pie  as  applicable  to  their  own  ter- 

flstency,  it  is,  however,  contended,  ritories. 

tlial  new  force  has  been  recently  ^^  I  now  proceed,  Mr.  Chairman, 

given  to  this  decbiration.      But  of  to  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject  of 

this,  I  see  no  evidence  whatever.  I  Cuba,  the  most  important  point  of 

aee  nothing  in  any  instructions  or  our  foreign  relations.     It  has  been 

eommunications  from  our  govern-  said,  that  if  Spain  chose  to  trans- 

■ait»  changing  th6  character  of  fer  this  island  to  any  power  in  Eu- 

tei  declaration  in  any  degree.  rope,  she  had  a  tight  to  do  so,  and 

^  I  have  but  a  word  to  say  on  we  could  not  interfere  to  prevent 
the  subject  of  the  declaration  it.  Sir,  this  is  a  delicate  subject, 
against  £ur<^>ean  colonization  in  I  hardly  feel  competent  to  treat  it 
America.  The  late  president  seems  as  it  deserves  ;  and  I  am  not  quite 
to  have  thought  the  occasion  used  willing  to  state  here  all  that  I  think 
by  1dm  fer  that  purpose,  to  be  a  about  it.  I  must,  however,  dis- 
proper  one  fer  the  open  avowal  of  sent  from  this  opinion.  The  right 
a  principle  which  had  aLready  been  ofnations,  on  subjects  of  this  kind, 
acted  on.  Great  and  practical  in-  are  necessarily  very  much  modified 
conveniences,  it  was  feared,  might  by  circumstances.  Because  Eng- 
be  apprehended,  firom  the  establish-  land  or  France  could  not  rightfrdly 
SMsl  of  new  coloides  in  America,  complain  of  the  transfer  of  Florida 
having  a  European  origin,  and  a  to  us,  it  by.  no  means  follows,  that 
European  connection.  We  have  we  could  not  complain  of  the  ces- 
a  general  interest,  that  through  all  sion  of  Cuba  to  one  of  them.  The 
the  vast  territories  rescued  from  the  phdn  difference  is,  that  the  trans- 
dominion  of  Spain,  our  commerce  fer  of  Florida  to  us,  was  not  dan- 
migfat  find  its  way,  protected  by  trea-  gerous  to  the  safety  of  either  of 
ties  wVh  governments  existing  on  those  nations,  nor  fatal  to  any  of 
tesp^yt  These  views,  and  others  of  their  great  and  essential  interests. 
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Proximity  of  position,  neighbor-  of  strong  and  manifest  reason,  jfu 

hood,  whatever  augments  the  pow-  tice,  and  necessity.    The  real  qiM 

er  of  injuring  and  annoying,  very  tion  is,  whether  the  possessioQ  < 

properly  belong  to  the  considera-  Cuba  by  a  great  maritime  power  < 

tion  of  all  cases  of  this  kind.    The  Europe,  would  seriously  endaagi 

greater  or  less  facility  of  access  it-  our  own  immediate  security,  or  m 

self,  is  of  consideration  in  such  ques-  essential  interests.     I  put  the  cpiei 

tions,  because  it  brings,  or  may  tion  in  the  language  of  some  c 

bring,  weighty  consequences  with  it.  the  best  considered  state  papen  i 

^^  Agfdn  ;  it  has  been  asserted,  modem  times.     The  general  nd 

that  although  we  might  rightfully  of  national  law,  is,  unquestionabl] 

prevent  another  power  from  taking  against  interference,  in  the  tnai 

Cuba  from  Spain,  by  force,  yet  if  actions  of   other  states.      Thsr 

Spain  should  choose  to  make  the  are,  however,  acknowledged  ta 

voluntary  transfer,  we  should  have  ceptions,  growing  out  of  circoB 

no   right   whatever   to   interfere,  stance?,  and  founded  in  those  ca 

Sir,  this  is  a  distinction  without  a  cumstances.      These    exc^itiQiM 

difference.     If  we  are   likely  to  it  has  been  properly  said,  camioi 

have  contention  about  Cuba,  let  without  danger,  be  reduced  to  pn 

us  first  well   consider  what  our  vious  rule,  and  incorporated  int 

rights  are,  and  not  commit  our-  the  ordinary  diplomacy  of  nafioi 

selves.    If  we  have  any  right  to  Nevertheless,  they  do  exist,  an 

interfere  at  all,  it  applies  as  well  must  be   judged  of,    when  the 

to  the  case  of  a  peaceable,  as  to  arise,  with  a  just  regard  to  our  ow. 

that  of  a  forcible,  transfer.     If  na-  essential  interests,  but  in  a  spirit  c 

tions  be  at  war,  we  are  not  judges  strict  justice  and  delicacy,  alK 

of  the  question  of  right,  in  that  towards  foreign  states, 

war;  we  must   acknowledge,    in  ^^  The  ground  of  these  ei<M| 

both  parties,  the  mutual  right  of  tions  is,  self-preservation.     It  i 

attack,  and  the  mutual  right  of  con-  not  a  slight  injury  to  our  interait 

quest.     It  is   not  for  us   to  sqt  it  is  not  even  a  great  inconvenicoec 

bounds  to  their  belligerent  opera-  that  makes  out  a  case.    Theremin 

tions,  so  long  as  they  do  not  affect  be  danger  to  our  security ;  or  dan 

ourselves.    Our  right  to  interfere  ger,  manifest  and  imminent  dan 

in  any  such  case,  ia  but  the  exer-  ger,     to     our     essential    rights 

cise  of  the  right  of  reasonable  and  and  our  essential  interests.    Now 

necessary  self-defence.    It  is  a  high  sir,    let    us   look    at    Cuba, 

and  deticate  exercise  of  that  right;  need  hardly  refer  to  its    preaeo 

one  liot  to  be  made  but  on  grounds  amount  of  commercial  connection 
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with  the  United  States.  Our  sta*  the  event  comes,  without  any  pre- 
tistical  tables,  I  presume,  would  vious  declaration  of  our  sentiments, 
show  OS,  that  our  commerce  with  upon  subjects  important  to  our  own 
the  Havana  alone,  is  more  in  rights,  or  our  own  interests.  Sir, 
amount  than  our  whole  commer-  such  declarations  are  often  the  ap- 
cial  intercourse  with  France,  and  propriate  means  of  preventinf^  that, 
all  her  dep^idencies.  But  this  is  which,  if  unprevented,  it  might  be 
but  one  part  of  the  case,  and  not  difficult  to  redress.  A  great  ob- 
the  most  important.  Cuba,  as  is  ject  in  holding  diplomatic  inter- 
well  said  in  the  report  of  the  com-  course,  is  frankly  to  expose  the 
nittee  of  foreign  afiairs,  is  placed  views  and  objects  of  nations,  and  to 
m  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  prevent,  by  candid  explanation,  col- 
Its  occupation  by  a  strong  mari-  lision  and  war.  In  this  case,  the 
time  power  would  be  felt,  in  the  government  has  said,  that  we  could 
int  moment  oi  hostility,  as  far  not  assent  to  the  transfer  of  Cuba 
up  the  Mississippi  and  the  Mis-  to  another  European  state.     Can 


as  our  population  extends,  we  so  assent  ?  Do  gentlemen  think 

h,  is  the  commanding  point  of  the  we  can  ?  If  not,  then  it  was  entirely 

gidf  of  Mexico.     See,  too,  how  it  proper  that  this  intimation  should 

Im  m  the  very  line  of  our  coast-  be  frankly  and  seasonably  made, 

wise  traffic  ;  interposed  in  the  very  Candor  required  it ;  and  it  would 

kighway  between  New- York  and  have  been  unpardonable,  it  would 

New-Orleans.  have  been  injustice,  as  well  as  folly, 

^  Now,  sir,  who  can  estimate,  to  have  been  silent,  while  we  might 

the  efect  of  a  change,  which  should  suppose  the  transaction  to  be  con- 

phce  this  island  in  other  hands,  templated,  and  then  to  complain  of 

aubject  it  to  new  rules  of  commer-  it  afterwards, 
cial  intercourse,  or  connect  it  with        ^^  Pains,  sir,  have  been  taken  by 

objects  of  a  different  and  still  more  the  honorable  member  from  Vir- 

dingerous  nature  ?    I  feel  no  dis-  ginia,  to  prove  that  the  measure 

pontioii  to  pursue  this  topic,  on  the  now  in  contemplation,  and  indeed 

present  occasion.     My  purpose  is  the  whole  poUcy  of  the  government, 

ofdy  to  show  its  importance,  and  to  respecting  South  America,  is  the 

beg  gentlemen  not  to  prejudice  any  unhappy  result  of  the  influence  of  a 

lighto  of  the  country,  by  assenting  gentleman  formerly  fiUing  the  chair 

to  propositions,  which,  perhaps,  of  this  house.     He  charges  him 

may  be  necessary  to  be  reviewed,  with  having  become  himself  affected 

^  But,  it  is  said,  that,  in  this,  as  at  an  eaily  day,  with  what  he  is 

in  other  cases,  we  should  wait  till  pleased  to  call  the  South  American 

16 
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fever  ;  and  with  having  infused  its 
baneful  influence  into  the  whole 
councils  of  the  country. 

^^  If,  sir,  it  be  true,  that  that  gen- 
tleman, prompted  by  an  ardent  love 
of  civil  hberty,  felt,  earlier  than 
others,  a  proper  sympathy  for  the 
struggling  colonies  of  South  Ameri- 
ca ;  or  that,  acting  on  the  maxim, 
that  revolutions  do  not  go  back- 
ward, he  had  the  sagacity  to  fore- 
see, earlier  than   others,  the  suc- 
cessful termination  of  those  strug- 
gles ;  if  thus  feeling,  and  thus  per- 
ceiving, it  fell  to  him  to  lead  the 
willing  or  unwilling  councils  of  his 
country,  in  her  manifestations  of 
kindness  to  the  new  governments, 
and  in  her  seasonable  recognition 
of  their  independence ;  if  it  be  this, 
which  tfie  honorable  member  im- 
putes to  him ;  if  it  be  this  course 
of  public  conduct,  that  he  has  iden- 
tified his  name  with  the  cause  of 
South  American  liberty,  he  ought 
to  be  esteemed  one  of  the  most  for- 
tunate men  of  the  age.     If  all  this 
be,  as  is  now  represented,  he  has 
acquired  &me  enough.  It  is  enough 
for  any  man,  thus  to  have  connect- 
ed himself  with  the  greatest  events 
of  the  age  in  which  he  lives,  and  to 
have  been*  foremost  in  measures 
which   reflect  high  honor   on  his 
country,  in  the  judgment  of  man- 
kind.    Sir,  it  is  always  with  great 
reluctance  that  I  am  drawn  to  speak, 
in  my  place  here,  of  individuals ; 
but  I  could  not  forbear  what  I  have 


now  said,  when  I  hear,  in  the  house 
of  representatives,  and  in  this  land 
of  free  spirits,  that  it  is  made  matter 
of  imputation,  and  of  reproach,  to 
have  been  first  to  reach  forth  the 
handof  welcome,  and  of  succour,  to 
new-born  nations,  struggling  to 
obtain,  and  to  enjoy,  the  blessings 
of  hberty. 

We  are  told  that  the  country  i» 
deluded  and  deceived  by  cabalistic 
words  !  If  we  express  an  emotian 
of  pleasure  at  the  results  of  this 
great  action  of  the  spirit  of  politi- 
cal liberty ;  if  we  rejoice  at  the 
birth  of  new  republican  natioiis,  and 
express  our  joy  by  the  common 
terms  of  regard  and  sympathy  ;  if 
we  feel  and  signify,  high  gratifica- 
tion, that,  throughout  this  whole 
continent,  men  are  now  likely  to  be 
blessed  by  free  and  popular  institu- 
tions ;  and  if,  in  the  uttering  of 
these  sentiments,  we  hi^pen  to 
speak  of  sister  republics ;  of  the 
great  American  family  of  nations  ; 
of  the  political  system  and  fonns  of 
government  of  this  hemisphere, 
then,  indeed,  it  seems,  we  deal  in 
senseless  jargon,  or  impose  on  the 
judgment  and  feeling  of  the  codi> 
munityby  cabalistic  words!  Sir, 
what  is  meant  by  this  ?  Is  it  intend- 
ed, that  the  people  of  the  United 
States  ought  to  be  totally  indifferent 
to  the  fortunes  of  those  new  nei|^« 
bors? 

^^  Sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  over-rate, 
I  do  not  over-rate,  the  progress  of 
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these  new  states  in  the  great  work 
of  establishing  a  well-secured  po- 
pular fiberty.  I  know  that  to  be  a 
great  attainment,  and  I  know  they 
are  but  pupils  in  the  school.  But, 
thank  God,  they  are  in  the  school. 
They  are  called  to  meet  difficulties, 
such  as  neither  we  nor  our  fathers 
encountered.  For  these,  we  ought 
to  make  large  allowances.  What 
have  we  ever  known  like  the  colo- 
nial TBssalage  of  the  states?  When 
did  we  or  our  ancestors,  feel,  like 
them,  the  weight  of  political  des- 
potism that .  presses  men  to  the 
earth,  that  religious  intolerance 
wluch  would  shut  up  heaven  to  all 
but  the  iMgotted  ?  Sir,  we  sprung 
from  aooCher  stock.  We  belong 
to  another  race.  We  have  known 
nothing — ^we  have  felt  nothing  of 
the  political  despotism  of  Spain, 
nor  €€  the  heat  of  her  fires  of  in- 
tderanee.  No  rational  man  ex- 
pects, that  the  South  can  run  the 
same  rapid  career  as  the  North ; 
or  that  an  insurgent  province  of 
Spain  is  in  the  same  condition  as 
the  Rwgiioh  colonies,  when  they 
tet  aaserted  their  independence. 
Tliere  is,  doubtless,  much  more  to 
be  done,  in  the  first  than  in  the  last 
The  work  may  be  more  ar- 
is  not  less  noble,  because 
there  nay  be  more  ignorance  to 
enltglKen ;  more  of  bigotry  to  sub- 
doe;  more  of  prejudice  to  eradi- 
cate. If  it  be  a  weakness  to  feel 
a  atfong  interest  in  the  success  of 


these  great  revolutions,  1  confess 
myself  guilty  of  that  weakness. 
If  it  be  weak  to  fed  that  I  am  sn 
American,  to  think  that  recent 
events  have  not  only  opened  new 
modes  of  intercourse,  but  have  cre- 
ated almost  new  grounds  of  regard 
and  sympathy  between  ourselves 
and  our  neighbors ;  if  it  be  weak 
to  feel  that  the  South,  in  her  pre- 
sent state,  is  somewhat  more  em- 
phatically a  part  of  America,  than 
when  she  lay  obscure,  oppressed, 
and  unknown,  under  the  grinding 
bondage  of  a  foreign  power ;  if  it 
be  weak  to  rejoice,  when,  even  in 
any  corner  of  the  earth,  (luman  be- 
ings are  able  to  get  up  from  beneath 
oppression,  to  erect  themselves, 
and  to  enjoy  the  proper  happiness 
of  their  intelligent  nature ;  if  this 
be  weak,  it  is  a  weakness  from 
which  I  claim  no  exemption. 

A  day  of  solenm  retribution  now 
visits  the  once  proud  monarchy  of 
Spain.  The  prediction  is  fulfilled. 
The  spirit  of  Monteziuna  and  of 
the  Incas  might  now  well  say, 

^*  Art  thou,  too,  fallen,  Iberia  i  Do  we  see 
The  robber  and  the  murderer  weak  as 

we? 
Thou !  that  has  wasted  earth  and  dared 

despise 
Alike  the  wrath  and  mercy  of  the  skies, 
Tby  pomp  is  in  the  grave ;  thy  glory  laid 
Low  in  the  pit  thine  avarice  has  made." 

Mr.  Chairman — I  will  detain  you 
only  with  one  more  reflection  on 
this  subject.     We  cannot  be  so 
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blind — we  cannot  so  shut  up  our 
senses,  and  smother  our  faculties, 
as  not  to  see,  that  in  the  progress 
and  the  establishment  of  South 
American  liberty,  our  own  exam- 
ple has  been  among  the  most  sti- 
mulating causes.  That  great  light 
— a  light  which  can  never  be  hid — 
the  light  of  our  own  glorious  rero- 
hition,  has  shone  on  the  path  of  the 
South  American  patriots,  from  the 
beginning  of  their  course.  In  their 
emergencies,  thej  have  looked  to 
our  experience;  in  their  political 
institutions,  they  have  followed  our 
models ;  in  their  deliberations,  they 
have  invoked  the  presiding  spirit  of 
our  own  liberty.  They  have  look- 
ed steadily,  in  every  adversity,  to 

the  OBBAT   IfORTHSBN   LIGHT.      In 

tlie  hour  of  bloody  conflict,  they 
have  remembered  the  fields  which 
have  been  consecrated  by  the  blood 
of  our  own  fathers  ;  and  when  they 
have  &llen,  they  have  wished  only 
to  be  remembered  with  them,  as 
men  who  had  acted  their  parts 
bravely,  for  the  cause  of  liberty  in 
the  western  world. 

^^  Sir,  I  have  done.  If  it  be  weak- 
ness to  feel  the  sympathy  of  one's 
nature  excited  for  such  men,  in 
such  a  cause,  I  am  guilty  of  that 
weakness.  If  it  be  prudence  to 
meet  their  profiered  civility,  not 
with  reciprocal  kindness,  but  with 
coldness  or  with  insult,  I  choose 
to  follow  where  natural  impulse 
leads,  and  to  give  up  that  felse  and 


mistaken  prudence,  for  the  yohm- 
tary  sentiments  of  my  heart/' 

The  other  members  that  partici- 
pated in  the  debate,  were,  Memm. 
Wicklifie,  of  Kentucky  ;  Canon, 
of  North  Carolina ;  Barbour^  of 
Virginia;  Hamilton,  and  Carter, 
of  South  Carolina;  Buchannan, 
Hemphill,  and  In^am,  of  Penn- 
sylvania ;  Houston,  of  Tennenpeo  ; 
Verplanck,  of  New-York ;  and 
Weems,  of  Maryland  ;  in  &vor  of 
the  amendments.  They  were  op« 
posed,  and  the  passage  of  the  re- 
solution, as  introduced  by  the  oom* 
mittee,  advocated  by  Messrs.  Pow- 
ell and  Archer,  of  Virginia;  Wood 
and  Garnsey,  of  New-Torfc  ;  Brent 
and  Livingston,  of  Louiiiaiui ; 
Buckner  and  F.  Johnaan^  of  Ken- 
tucky ;  Wurtz,  M«Uey,  and 
Thompson,  of  Pennsyifinia ;  and 
Reed,  of  Massachusetts. 

After  a  discussion,  which  lasted 
from  the  dd  until  the  21st  of  Apiil, 
the  question  was  taken  mi  the 
amendments,  in  the  cooimiltee  of 
the  whole  ;  and  the  vote  etood  99 
in  the  affirmative,  and  94  m  the 
negative.  The  adoptioii  of  this 
amendment,  in  the  oommktae, 
presented  a  different  queeCioii  Ibr 
the  decision  of  the  house ;  and  as 
many  members  doubted  the  consti- 
tutional power  of  the  house^  to  in- 
terfere in  this  way  with  the  execti- 
tive  department,  they  voted  against 
the  whole  resolution ;  and  it  was 
rejected  by  143  to  64,    The  hifl 


PANAMA  MISSION 


125 


making  the  appropriation,  waa  then 
tmken  op,  and  passed,  by  a  majo- 
rity of  133  to  61.  The  house  ha- 
ngig  tiraa  anented  to  the  policy  of 
the  miiwion,  by  making  the  appro- 
prialioD,  measures  were  taken  to 
carry  it  into  eflfect;  and  orders 
were  transmitted  to  Mr.  Anderson, 
who  was  still  in  Colombia,  to  at- 
trad  the  Congress,  which  was,  to 
hold  its  first  meeting  in  the  month 
of  June.  In  his  way  to  Pana- 
ma, he  was  unfortunately  attack- 
ed, at  Carthagena,  by  a  malignant 
fisrer,  which  proved  fiUal,  and  de- 
prifed  the  country  of  an  able  and 
oseCol  representative. 

The  dfllqrtfaat  had  been  occa- 
sioned, by  the  long  and  protracted 
diseaasions,  to  which  this  measure 
had  been  subfected,  in  both  houses, 
thus  pretented  any  representation 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  first 
meeting  of  that  assembly  ;  it  ha- 
ving been  fimnd  impossible  for  Mr. 
Sergeant  to  prepare,  in  the  short 
time  wiaeh  remained,  after  the  de- 
of  the  house,  before  the 
of  the  congress,  for  his 
departure;  and  the  approach  of 
the  unhealthy  season,  having  ren- 
dered his  journey  to  Panama  pe- 
culiarly dangerous. 

The  representatives  of  Peru, 
Meiioo,  Central  America,  and 
Cohmbia,  met  there  on  the  22d  of 
lune,  and  commenced  their  deli- 
Witions.  Upper  Peru,  or  Boli- 
m,  htd  not  then  cMrganized  its  go- 


vernment, and  was  not  represent- 
ed ;  nor  was  the  republic  of  Chili ; 
the  concurrence  of  its  legislature 
not  having  been  obtained  to  the 
nomination  of  the  plenipotentia- 
ries, in  time  to  permit  them  to  take 
their  seats  in  the  congress.  The 
governments  of  England  and  the 
Netherlands,  though  uninvited,  sent 
diplomatic  agents,  whose  influence, 
no  doubt,  was  felt  in  that  assem* 
bly.  These  agents  were  not  per- 
mitted to  be  present  during  the  de- 
liberations of  the  congress ;  but, 
from  time  to  time,  communications 
were  made  to  them  of  the  most 
important  of  their  proceedings. 

The  body  continued  in  session 
until  the  15th  of  July,  and  after 
much  discussion,  concluded  be- 
tween themselves,  as  belligerents, 
a  treaty  of  friendship  and  perpetual 
confederation,  offensive  and  defen- 
sive, to  which  all  other  American 
powers  might  accede  within  the 
year.  This  treaty  had  for  its  ob- 
ject the  augmentation  of  the  naval 
force  of  the  belligerents,  which 
was  to  be  carried  into  effect  by 
Mexico  and  Colombia,  the  other 
states  paying  their  contingents  to- 
wards the  support  of  the  navy. 
Connected  with  this,  was  a  provi- 
sion for  the  gradual  reduction  of 
their  land  forces.  The  assembled 
plenipotentiaries  seem  to  have  en- 
tertained a  well  grounded  jealousy 
respecting  the  large  standing  ar- 
mies which  had  been  kept  up  in 


126 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1825—6. 


the  new  states,  under  the  chief- 
tains who  still  controlled  them,  as 
well  as  directed  the  civil  afiairs  of 
their  respective  governments. 
A   convention   was   also   con- 

« 

eluded,  fixing  the  quotas  of  the  re- 
spective governments  to  the  com- 
mon defence,  and  an  agreement 
concerning  their  employment.  The 
treaties  between  the  assembled 
powers  were  recognized  and  re- 


newed, and  the  meeting  of  the  con- 
gress, annually  in  time  of  common 
war,  and  biennially  in  time  of  peace, 
agreed  upon.  The  next  meeting  was 
ordered  to  be  held  at  Tacubaya,  a 
village  near  the  city  of  Mexico,  in 
the  month  of  February,  1827.  Its 
proceedings  more  properly  come 
within  the  occurrences  of  the  en- 
suing year,  and  will  be  reserved 
for  the  suQceeding  volume. 


CHAPTER  V 


BHito  extemd  the  Judiciary  System — Proceedings  in  House — Drfeated  by 
the  amendmenit  of  Senate.  Annual  Report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury, 
Report  of  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Appropriations  for  Fort^ 
cations — Support  of  GovemmerU — Army — Napy.  Public  buildings. 
BiUforrdirfofRevokUionary  Officers.  Francis  Larche.  Conclusion  of 
Session. 


At  the  first  session  of  congress 
after  the  adoption  of  the  constita- 
tion,  an  act  was  passed  for  the  or- 
ganization of  the  judicary  of  the 
United  States.     According  to  this 
orgamzation,  the    supreme   court 
consisted  of  six  judges,  who  were  to 
hold  two  stated  terms  at  the  seat  of 
government  in    the    year.     They 
were  albo  to  hold  circuit  courts 
twice  a  year,  with  the  assistance  of 
tbe  district  judge  of  the  district  in 
which  the  court  was  held ;  two  of 
the  supreme   court  judges  sitting 
with  tbe  district  judge,  as  a  circuit 
coart.    The  United  States,  by  this 
agreement,  were  divided  into  three 
circuits,   and  so    continued    until 
1*^92,  when  it  was  found,  that  the 
duties  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
court  were  too   burdensome,  and 
^  system  was  modified,  so  as  to 
^w  one  of  the  judges  to  hold  a 
circuit  court  with  the  district  judge. 
This  alteration  gave  them  some  re- 
liei|  and  the  system  continued  with- 
^  change,  until  the  judiciary  act 
<^1801 ;  which  reduced  the  number 
<^tlie  supreme  court  judges  to  5, 
^vided  the  United  States  into  6 


circuits,  and  constituted  circuit 
judges  for  those  circuits  in  the  place 
of  the  old  judges,  who  were  releas- 
ed fi'om  attending  the  circuits. 

The  next  session  of  congress,  this 
law  was  repealed,  and  the  old  sys- 
tem restored  with  a  modification; 
which  provided  for  a  reference  to 
the  supreme  court,  in  all  cases  in 
which  the  judges  of  the  circuit 
court  difiered  in  opinion,  and  gave 
to  the  supreme  court  the  power  to 
assign  the  judges  each  to  his  par- 
ticular circuit. 

No  ftirther  alteration  was  made 
in  the  judiciary  department,  until 
1807;  when  a  new  associate  jus- 
tice was  added  to  the  supreme 
court,  for  the  purpose  of  attending 
the  7th  circuit,  then  created  out  of 
the  states  of  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and 
Tennessee.  This  was  the  first  ex- 
tension of  the  circuit  system  beyond 
the  mountains  ;  and  no  additional 
extension  of  the  system  has  been 
made,  notwithstanding  the  augmen- 
tation of  population  and  business  in 
the  western  states,  had  rendered 
some  amendment  necessary. 
In  those  states,  peculiar  circum- 
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stances  had  brought  a  dispropor-  causes  peculiar    to    the    western 

tionate  quantity  of  Utigation,  before  states,  and  the  appropriate  remedy 

the  tribunals  of  the  United  States,  was  a  local  one.     The  augmenta- 

All  their  supplies  of  European  ar-  tion  of  the  United  States'  courts  in 

ticles,  both  necessary  and  ornamen-  the  west,  so  as  to  correspond  with 

tal,  were  obtained  from  the  Atlan-  the  increase  of  population,  and  to 

tic  states ;  and  the  sources  of  litiga-  clear  from  the  docket   the  cases 

tion  from  this  intercourse   alone,  which  had  been  for  years  waiting 

were    numerous.     The    Atlantic  for     decision,    was    the    remedy 

creditors,   naturally,  preferred  the  proposed,    and      the     only     one 

federal  courts,  and  a  great  quantity  adequate  to  remove  the  evil.     This 

of  the  business  of  those  courts,  remedy  necessarily  brought  with  it 

was  derived  from  their  controver-  an  alternative,  which,  in  the  opi- 

sies.  nion  of  many,  was  an  evil  of  equal 

Another  proHfic  source  of  their  magnitude — ^that  of  augmenting  the 
business,  was  to  be  found  in  the  number,  of  the  judges  of  the  so- 
situation  of  the  real  estate  in  the  preme  court,  or  of  relieving  tbem 
western  states.  The  title  to  all  from  their  circuit  duties,  and  sob- 
the  land  in  seven  of  those  states,  stituting  circuit  judges  in  their 
was  founded  on  grants  either  from  place.  To  propose  to  the  west- 
foreign  governments ;  from  the  Uni-  em  states,  as  a  permanent  ar- 
ted  States ;  or  from  some  of  the  old  rangement,  that  the  dndes  of  the 
thirteen  8tates,which  formerly  claim-  federal  courts  should  be  performed 
ed  a  proprietary  interest  in  those  by  district  judges,  as  heretofore, 
lands.  In  all  these  cases,  any  con-  would  have  been  denying  their 
troversy  concerning  real  estate,  claims  to  an  equality  with  the  old- 
would  be  referred  to  the  courts  of  er  states.  The  choice,  therefore, 
the  United  States.  was  between  an  augmentation  of 

The  questions,  too,  concerning  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court ; 

the  military  bounty  lands,  and  tracts  or  an  entire  change  of  the  judicial 

belonging  to  non-residents,  which  system. 

had  been  sold  for  taxes,  were  all        In   1819,  a  bill  was  proposed, 

referred  to  federal  jurisdiction.  and  passed  the  senate,  to  establish 

These  causes  had  crowded  the  the  circuit  court  system  throughout 
docket  of  the  western  circuit  court  the  United  States.  This  plan,  how- 
to  such  a  degree,  as  to  materially  ever,  was  subject  to  the  objec- 
impede  the  course  of  justice,  and  to  tions,  that  the  judges  of  the  su- 
produce  a  delay  ahnost  equivalent  preme  court,  the  tribunal  for  the 
to  a  denial  of  right.     They  were  final  decision  of  all  great  constitu- 
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q^neBtioiifl,  would  be  deprived,  the  passage  of  this  bill.    Some  op- 

^  mD    c^portonities   of  making  posed  it  on  the  ground  that  it  would 

acquainted    with    the  render  the  bench  of  the  supreme 

.W8  and  local  customs  of  the  ae-  court  too  numerous,  and  thus  di- 

atates;  and,   that    previous  minish  the  responsibility  and  impair 

wledge  of  the  cases  brought  the  usefulness  of  the  several  judges. 

that  court,  which  is  acquired  Others  objected  to  the  introduction 

the  judge  who  presides  at  nisi  of  so  many  judges,  at  one  time,  from 

rioB,  and  is  now  brought  into  the  the  west.    It  was  well  understood 

court,    by    the    circuit  that  dissatisfitction  was  felt  in  that 

and  that  the   executive,  part  of  the  union,  at  some  of  the 

from   the    necessity   of  late  decisions  of  the  supreme  court; 

into  the  circuit,  to  supply  and  fears  were  expressed  that,  by 

vacancy  on  that  bench,  would  the   appointment   of    three    new 

his  choice  to  a  more  limit-  judges,  these  decisions  would  be 

sphere,  and  impair  the  influence  reversed,  and  the  law  of  the  land 

^^of  the  coort,  by  neglecting  local  unsettled.    Objections  of  a  party 

^^ODsidaraliaaB,  bb  well  as  its  use-  character  were  also  started ;  grow- 

iiifaieaB,  by  making  a  seat  there,  the  ing  out  of  the  patronage  which  the 

rewaid  of  political  services,  instead  passage  of  this  bill  would  place 

of  legal  leamiiig  and  talent.  in  the  hands  of  the  executive. 

Ilieae  objections  to  the  modifi-  The  necessity,  however,  of  pro- 
cation  proposed  in  18 19,  prevailed;  viding  some  remedy,  was  so  ap- 
and  in  order  to  satisfy  the  just  ex-  parent,  and  no  other  being  propo- 
and  demands  of  the  sed  of  so  unobjectionable  a  cha- 
stalea,  and  to  remedy  the  racter,  the  bill  reported  by  Mr. 
existing  evils,  a  bill  was  brought  Webster  was  sanctioned  in  the 
ferward  in  the  house  early  in  the  house,  by  a  vote  of  132  to  69* 
wion  of  this  year,  by  the  chair-  In  the  senate,  it  was  amended,  by 
man  of  the  judiciary  conunittee,  joining  Ohio  and  Kentucky  in  one 
(Mr.  Webster,)  to  create  three  ad-  circuit,  and  placing  Missouri  in  the 
ditiofial  judges  of  the  supreme  circuit  with  Indiana  and  Illinois, 
eonrty  to  hoU  circuits  in  the  western  and  providing  that  each  of  the  new 
fllilea.  By  that  bill,  Ohio,  Indiana,  judges  should  reside  in  his  respec- 
aad  Py«*^»«t  formed  the  7th  circuit ;  tive  drcuit  This  alteration  pass- 
Kentiicky  and  Missouri,  the  8th  ;  ed,  by  a  vote  of  32  to  4.  Both 
Tameaaee  and  Alabama,  the  9th ;  the  senators  from  Ohio,  and  one  of 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi,  the  10th.  the  Kentucky  senators,    opposed 

Great  opposition  was  made  to  this  amendment. 
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Another  amendment  was  ofier- 
ed,^by  Mr.  Rowan,  prohibiting  the 
supreme  court  from  declaring  the 
constitution,  or  any  law  of  a  state, 
void  or  invalid,  unlete  seven  of  the 
judges  concur  in  that  decision. 
This  amendment,  which  struck  at 
the  fundamental  principle,  upon 
which  all  judicial  and  legislative 
questions  are  decided  in  this  coun- 
try ;  an  amendment,  which  would 
have  given  to  the  minority  of  the 
court,  the  power  to  control  the  ma- 
jority ;  and  still  worsci  would  have 
authorised  that  minority  to  sustain  a 
single  state,  in  an  attempt  to  violate 
the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of 
21  to  20.  The  strong  support 
which  this  proposition  received  in 
the  senate,  was  asserted  to  be  ow- 
ing to  the  desire  felt  by  a  portion 
of  the  senate  to  defeat  the  bill, 
without  directly  opposing  it.  It 
was  well  ascertained,  that  no  such 
principle  could  receive  the  sanction 
of  the  house ;  and  it  was  advoca- 
ted by  some,  with  a  view  to  clog 
the  bill  with  this  unacceptable  pro- 
vision. This  object,  however,  was 
attained  in  another  manner.  The 
other  amendment  being  made,  the 
bill  ihea  received  the  sanction 
of  the  senate,  and  was  sent  to 
the  house  for  concurrence.  It 
there  met  with  decided  opposition. 
The  whole  delegation  from  Ohio, 
and  all  but  three  from  Kentuclcy, 
opposed   this    alteraticm    of    the 


circuits^  on  the  ground, 
Ohio  and  Kentucky,  there 
at  present  the  evil  complat 
in  a  greater  degree,  than  in 
other  western    states :  tha* 
two  states  contained  a  grea 
pulation  than  any  other  cifct 
indeed,  greater  than  in  tin 
new   circuits  together:    «i 
the  litigation  then  dependBi 
fore  the  federal  courts  in  OH 
Kentucky,    composed   a 
docket,  than  the  pending  i 
all  the  other  western  states, 
reasons  prevailed,  and  the 
divided ;  on  the  question  of 
ing  to  the  amendment  of 
nate,  110  against,  and  60  i 
of  the  amendment.    The 
however,    contrary    to   ea 
ed  usage,  adhered  to  ili  i 
ment  in  the  first  instaneei 
of  insisting  on  it ;  and,  sahjl 
ly,  when  the  house,  in  the  1 
adjusting  the  difference,  ask* 
conference  between  the  two 
and  appointed  conferees; 
nate  declined  the  conferen 
the  bill  was  lost. 

An  act  altering  the  time  < 
ing  the  supreme  court,  to 
cond  Monday  of  January,  i 
enable  that  court  to  hold  a 
term,  in  order  to  dispose  of 
merous  appeals  which  had  m 
lated  on  its  docket,  met  wilii 
favorable  fate,  and  became  i 

In  pursuance  of  an  act 
gress,  the  secretary  of  the  li 
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Rash,)  on  the  twenty-second    balance  in  the  treasury  amounted 
of  December,  transmitted  to    {1,946,597.    The  actual  receipts 
his  annual  report  on  the    into  the  treasury  during  the  three 
of  the  public  finances.  first    quarters  of  the  year,  were 

Bj  this  report,  it  appeared,  that     {21,681,444,  arising  firom  the  fi>l- 
the  first  of  January,  1825,  the    lowing  sources,  viz : 
C^Uitonis,  {15,196,397 

IPuUic  lands,  976,902 

3>mdeod8  from  the  United  States  Bank,  367,500 

.Ajrreafs  of  internal  duties,  and  direct  taxes,  and  inci- 
dental receipts,  98,886 
Jtepayment  of  advances,                                                         4 1 ,75S 
Xioan  under  the  act  of  May  26th,  1824,                                5,000,000 
"The  estimated  receipts  dunng  the  last  quarter  of  the 

year,  5,100,000 


Total  receipts,  {26,78 1 ,443 

during  the  three  first  quarters  of  the  year,  estimated  at 
{20,190,979,  viz : 
Civi!,  dqdomatic  and  miscellaneous  services,  2,098,525 

JGIitaiy  service,  including  pensions,  arrearages,  Indian 

department,  6lc.  4,890,310 

^avil  service  and  building,  dtc.  2,127,156 

Pdilicdebt,  11,074,987 

Expenfitures  during  the  last  quarter,  were  estimated  at        3,253,000 

Viz:— (Svil, diplomatic  and  miscellaneous  ser- 

viees,  445,000 

Militaiy  service,  &c.  960,000 

Navil  service,  820,000 

FubBc  debt,  1,028,000 


Makmg  the  total  expenditures  for  the  year,  {23,443,979,  aind  lea- 
ving a  balance  in  treasury,  1st  January,  1826,  {5,284,061.  Of  this 
balaiice,  it  appeared  by  the  report,  that  {3,500,000  were  balances  of 
appcopiatimis  previously  made  by  congress,  and  that  of  the  residue, 
viz,  {1,784,061 ;  one  million  consisted  of  unavailable  funds,  having 
been  deposited  in  banks,  whose  solvency  is  there  considered  doubtfid. 
ThB  receipts  for  the  year  1826  were  estimated  at  {25,500,000,  viz : 
Cvtoms,  {24,000,000 

VMehiids,  L000,000 
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Bank  dividends,  385^000 

Miscellaneous  and  incidental  receipts,    ,  115,0(90 


Total,  {25,500,000 

The  expenditures  at  20,584,750 

Viz : — Civil,  diplomatic  and  miscellaneous,  {2,032,454 
Military  service,  ^^c.  5,525,662 

Naval  service,  3,026,6 1 2 

Public  debt,  10,000,000 

Balance  1st  January,  1827,  {4,915,270 

The  exports  of  the  year,  ending  Sept.  30th,  1825,  ex- 
ceeded {92,000,000 
The  imports,  9 1 ,000,000 
Of  those  exports,  between  five  and  six  millions  were  domestic  mano- 
fiictures  ;  {66,000,000  were  of  domestic  production,  and  the  remainder 
of  foreign  origin. — 81,000,000  dollars  of  the  exports,  and  {86,000,000 
of  the  imports  were  made  in  American  vessels.  The  gross  amoont 
of  duties  accruing  during  the  three  first  quarters  of  the  year,  exceed- 
ed {25,500,000,  and  the  debentures  issued  during  the  Cfame  tune, 
{4,489,710.  The  total  amount  of  fimded  debt  on  the  1st  of  October, 
1825,  was  {80,985,537 ;  which  was  composed  of  these  items,  vie  : 
Revolutionary  debt,  3  per  cents.,  redeemable  at  pleasure,  {13,296,231 
Subscription  to  the  U.  S.  Bank,  5  per  cent.,  7,000,000 
Loans  of  1 8 1 3,  redeemable  in  1 826,  16>^70,797 
Loans  of  1814,  do.  1827,  13,096,542 
Loans  of  1815,  do.  1828,  9,490,099 
One  half  of  exchanged  stock  of  1 825,  redeemable  1 829,  792,569 
The  other  half  of  the  stock  do.  do.  1830,  792,669 
One  third  ofexchange  stock  of  1822,  do.  1831,  2,227,363 
One  third  of  do.  do.  do.  1832,  18,901 
Loan  of  1824,  da  1832,  10,000,000 
Loan  of  1820,  do.  1832,  999,999 
One  third  of  stock,  exchanged  in  1822,  do.  1833,  18,901 
Moiety  of  stock,  1824,  do.  1833,  2,227,363 
The  other  moiety  of  stock,  do.  1834,  2,227,363 
Loan  of  1821,                                        do.         1835,          4,735,296 


Total,  ^80,985^7 

Unpaid  treasury  notes,  16,000 

Unredeemed  Mississippi  stock,  7,860 
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As  hy  this  statement,  it  appear- 
ed, diat  in  the  years  1826  and 
18f7,  the  ordinary  resources  in  the 
Cieaiiuiy  would  be  unable  to  dis- 
charge those  portions  of  the  pub- 
lic debt  becoming  payable  in  those 
years,  the  secretary  recommend- 
ed, that  proposals  should  be  ao- 
tfaorised  for  a  loan,  to  the  amount 
of  fifteen  millions,  (which  he  con- 
sidered as  the  deficiency,)  at  5  per 
cent,  payable  in  1829  and  1830. 

la  this  manner,  the  treasury 
would  be  enabled  to  discharge 
those  portions  of  the  puUic  debt, 
redeemable  in  1826  and  1827,  and 
Id  dialiiimte  the  repayments  upon 
years,  wlien  but  small  sums  were 
made  redesmable. 

The  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tifes,  to  whom  was  referred  this 
docmnent,  took  a  different  view  of 
the  floiijeet.  They  considered,  that 
the  tine  at  which  the  loans  were 
nade  redeemable,  was  fixed  for 
the  benefit  of  the  government ;  and 
that  it  was  not  bound  to  redeem 
diem  at  that  time,  but  had  the.op- 
&MI  of  so  doing,  if  it  thought  pro- 

Tlie  modes  of  paying  off  the 
foibfie  debt  were  three,  viz : — 

lat.  By  paying  the  whole  of  any 
Vmn  at  one  time.  This  was  the 
mods  ordinarily  adopted ;  but,  ne- 
oeasarily,  occasioned  an  expendi- 
tare,  on  account  of  interest,  by  the 


accumulation  of  large  sums  in  the 
treasury. 

2d.  By  a  new  loan,  or  exchange 
of  stock,  reimbursable  at  a  period 
sufficiently  remote  to  induce  the 
leaner  to  reduce  the  rate  of  inte- 
rest This  was  the  mode  recom- 
mended by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury. 

dd.  By  applying  the  means  of  the 
treasury  quarterly  to  the  discharge 
of  so  much  of  the  debt,  as  can  be 
discharged  by  that  surplus.  This 
mode  the  committee  thought  pre- 
ferable to  either  of  the  others. 
The  committee,  by  applying  the 
surplus  in  the  treasury,  at  the  end 
of  the  years  1826  and  1827,  to  the 
increase  of  the  sinking  fund,  ac- 
cording to  the  act  of  1817,  made 
the  deficiency  of  the  treasury,  to 
discharge  the  loans  redeemable  in 
those  years,  to  be  only  {8,35 1,803 ; 
being  ^6,648,1 97  less  than  the  es- 
timate of  the  secretary.  To  re- 
deem this  sum  in  the  years  when 
it  was  redeemable,  the  committee 
did  not  think  it  expedient  to  make 
new  loans,  especially  at  that  mo- 
ment of  severe  pecuniary  distress. 
It  was  doubted,  whether  money  at 
a  less  rate  of  interest  could  be  pro- 
cured, and  the  saving  to  the  go- 
vernment, by  the  exchange,  would 
be  less  than  that  by  partial  pay- 
ments made  quarterly.  The  sa- 
ving, by  this  latter  mode,  over  that 
by  an  exchange  of  stocks,  at  5  per 
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cent,  would  be  }48 1,934.  This,  neasee  ;  Mr.  Forsyth,  of  GecMgia  ; 
however,  was  upon  the  8up|>08i-  and  Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  op- 
tion, that  the  receipts  would  ex-  posed  the  passage  of  the  hSlz 
ceed  the  estimates  of  the  secretary,  they  thou^t  the  appropriations  too 
The  committee  were  of  that  opi-  large ;  and  they  disliked  this  an- 
nion;  and,  acccM'dingly,  reported  nual  expenditure  on  objects,  to 
against  making  any  new  loan,  and  which  they  could  see  no  reasons- 
recommended     that    the     stocks    ble  limit 

should  be  redeemed  quarterly,  ac-        Mr.  MXane  replied,  that  it  was 
cording  as  the  state  of  finances    too  late  to  raise  an  objection  to  the 
would  permit.      To  prevent  that    policy  of  fortifications.   It  had  been 
disappointment,  to  which  the  revo-    adopted  by  the  government,  after 
lutionary  pensioners  had  been  con-    much  consideration,  and  was  justi- 
stantly  subjected,  by  the  neglect  of  fied  by  every  consideration  d  ex- 
congress  to  pass  the  appropriation    pediency,  and  by  the  experience  of 
bills,  a  bill  wv  introduced,  at  an    the  last  war.     These  fortresses,  tot 
early  stage  of  the  session,  for  the    which  appropriations  were  asked, 
appropriation  of  ^1,576,290,    for    were  already  in  a  state  of  fiMi^ard* 
the  payment  of  revolutionary  and    ness,  and  great  expenditures  had 
other  pensions.     This  biU  passed    been  made  upon  them.     For  their 
without  much  opposition,  and  the    completion,  an  annual  appropriar 
government  was  relieved  firom  that    tion  was  requisite  ;  and  the  sums 
censure,  which  is  as  sure  to  attach,    asked  in  the  biU  were  the  least, 
to  a  tardy  acknowledgment  of  a    that  could  be  applied  to  ooafale  the 
debt  of  gratitude,  as  to  a  total  neg-    works  to  proceed  with  advantage. 
iect  of  the  claim.  Mr.  Forsyth  objected,  that  these 

On  the  26th  of  January,  the  ap-  appropriations  were  all  fiir  the 
propriation  bill,  for  fortifying  the  north,  or  the  southwest ;  and  that 
coast,  was  taken  up.  none  were  made  for  (ieorgia  or 

Mr.  Kremer  moved  to  strike  out  South  Carolina.  He  could  not 
the  first  section  of  the  bill.  He  consent  to  expend  large  sums, 
said,  he  was  altogether  opposed  to  year  after  year,  until  he  was  satis- 
the  system.  It  was  extravagant ;  fied  as  to  their  equal  distribution, 
and  he  should  prefer  to  apply  the  for  the  protection  of  all.  He  want- 
money  it  cost,  to  the  discharge  of  ^  more  information,  and  to  ob- 
the  national  debt.  Upon  calling  a  ^^i  he  moved  for  a  postponement 
division  upon  his  motion,  he  was    of  the  bill. 

the  only  vote  in  favor  of  it.     Mr.        Mr.  Pearce,  of  Rhode  bland, 
Cocke,  and  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  Ten-    replied,    that    these    fortifications 
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^ere  put  of  a  grand  system ;  and 
Jkt  the  government  proceeded  to 
TSortify  ports,  as  it  was  found  to  be 
r,  and  according  to  their  re- 
importance.     That  he  would 


be  concentrated,  in  aid  of  the  for- 
tifications. This  system  embraced 
all  the  most  vulnerable  points  on 
the  coast.  New  Orleans  was  to 
be  defended,  because  of  its  vast 
sbeerfuUy  vote  for  the  erection  of  importance  to  the  commerce  of  the 
on  the  coast  of  Georgia,    west.      Boston,  because  \t  is  an 

important  port.  The  same  reason 
applied  to  Newport  and  New-York. 
Delaware  bay  is  an  important  in- 
let ;  and  so  is  the  Chesapeake, 
which  is,  also,  a  rendezvous  for  our 
navy.  These  points  were  all  to 
be  fortified.  The  fortifications,  at 
the  adoption  of  the  system,  had  been 
arranged  into  classes ;  the  most  im- 
portant works  being  arranged  under 
the  first  class,  and  least  important 
under  the  third  class. 

Those  of  the  first  class  were  in- 
tended to  prevent  an  enemy  fi'om 
establishing  himself,  by  means  of  a 
navy,  in  any  strong  position,  in  the 
country.  Those  of  the  second  class, 
were  designed  to  protect  towns  of 
the  second  class,  which  are  already 
partially  defended ;  and  those  of 
the  third  class,  were  not  to  be  re- 
commended until  the  others  were 
completed. 


the  board  of  engineers 
ahoald  report  in  favor  of  such  a 
■Isp.  He  regretted  that  sectional 
■beBngs  had  been  indulged  in,  on 
sobiect. 
Mr.  M*Lane  reminded  the  house 
the  maimer  in  which  this  policy 
ndopted.  Shortly  after  the 
of  the  late  war,  a  distinguish- 
ed foreigner  was  placed  at  the 
bead  of  the  board  of  engineers. 

were  made  of  the 
;  detailed  reports  were  sent 
congress;  and  the  informa- 
'tton,  required  by  the  gentleman 
fton  Georgia,  could  be  had  by  him 
^upon  <«amining  the  records  of  the 
lioim.  These  reports  contain  full 
mad  ndnale  information,  on  every 
,  to  the  smallest  angle, 
•D  the  points  and  bearings, 
laid  eveo  so  far  as  to  show,  how 
tiie  population  of  the  country  might 


The  fortifications  named  in  the  bill,  were  of  the  first  class,  and  the 
foDowing  sums  were  asked  for : — 

Fort  Adams,  at  Benton's  Point,  {100,000 

Foit  Hamilton,  New  Utrecht  Point,  75,000 

Fort  Monroe,  Old  Point  Comfort,  1 1 5,000 

Fort  Calhoun,  Rip  Rap  Shoal,  80,000 

Fort  at  Mobile  Point,  90,000 

Fort  at  Chef  Menfeur,  85,000 

Fori  JaeksoD,  at  Placquemine  Bend,  90,000 
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Fort  to  be  commenced  at  Bayou  Benvenue,  90,000 

There  were  other  works  enumerated  in  the  first  class,  but  it  was  nol 
thought  necessary  to  commence  them  at  that  time.  These  were  the 
fortifications  for  the  defence  of  Throg's  Neck,  and  Tompkins^  Point,  in 
New-York,  Dumpling's  point.  Rose  Island,  and  the  Dyke,  over  Nar- 
ragansett  passage,  Boston  harbor,  and  Portsmouth  harbor. 

Mr.  M'Lane  said,  that  there  were  also  in  the  bill,  appropriattons  for 
the  continuance  of  a  Fort  at  Bogue  Point,  viz  :  ^25,000 


Do.  at  Oak  Island, 
For  repairs  and  contingencies, 

These  two  last  forts  were  com- 
menced by  the  department  in  con- 
sequence of  appropriations  made 
for  that  purpose,  by  congress. 
The  works  had  been  begun,  and  an 
increase  of  expense  would  be  the 
necessary  consequence  of  any  de- 
lay in  passing  this  bill.  He  hoped, 
if  no  better  reason  existed  for  its 
postponement,  than  want  of  inform- 
ation, that  the  house  would  not 
consent  to  it.  The  motion  to  post- 
pone, was  lost  by  a  vote  1 10  to  51. 

Amendments  were  made  to  the 
bill,  adding  ^2,500  for  repairing 
fort  Constitution,  in  Portsmouth 
harbor  ;  and  {17,000  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  site,  for  a  fortification, 
on  Throg's  point. 

An  amendment  was  also  ofiered 
by  Mr.  Forsyth,  appropriating 
{10,000  for  erecting  a  fort  at  Sa- 
vannah ;  but  it  was  rejected  as  an 
improper  departure  fi'om  the  ge- 
neral system. 

The  bill  then  passed  both  houses, 
without  fiurther  amendment. 

When  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  govern- 


30,000 
15,000 
ment  for  1826,  came  under  con- 
sideration, a  motion  was  made  by 
Mr.  Floyd,  to  insert  {18,000  tat  an 
outfit,  and  year's  salary,  lor  a  numg- 
ter,  to  Central  America.  This  waa 
objected  to,  on  the  ground,  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  executive, 
to  reduce  all  the  diplomatic  agents 
at  the  new  governments  of  Spanish 
America,  to  the  rank  of  chai^ 
d'afifaires. 

Mr.  Trimble  observed,  diat,  to 
the  governments  of  Hexieo  and 
Co]ombia,ministers*of  the  fintrank, 
would,  in  all  probability,  be  con- 
tinued :  but,  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  wish  of  the  governments 
themselves,  on  financial  accoonts, 
ministers  of  inferior  grades,  would 
be  sent.  The  amendment  was 
negatived. 

An  appropriation  of  {500  for 
certain  buoys;  one  of {100/)00  for 
completing  the  public  builfingB  ; 
together  with  one  of  {1,000  to  the 
reporter  of  the  supreme  court ;  and 
one  of  {2,000  for  extra  clerk  hire,  in 
the  office  of  the  surveyor,  in  IDinoiB, 
Missouri,     and    Arkansas,    were 
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out  of  the  bill ;   and  an 
increasing  the  appro- 
latioii  for  surveying  the   public 
io  ^74,132   was  made  to  the 
mSD,  mmi  was  sent  to  the  senate  for 


In  thst  body  it  was  amended,  by 
{7000  for  additional  con- 
expenses  of  the  senate ; 
the  keepers  of  the  pubHc 
in  Florida  ;  {1750  for  ad- 
clerk  hire,  in   the  war  de- 
;  restoring  {1000  for  the 
oiihe  supreme  court ;  and 
ibr  the  clerk  hire,  in  the 
oAce  of  the  surveyor  of  Illinois, 
^960  were  also  added,  as  a 
Io  the  chief  Clerk,  in 
tlie  office  of  the  fourth  auditor,  for 
peribmuDg  the  duties  of  his  princi- 
pal, during  his  last  illness  ;   and  an 
amendmeot  to  reduce  the  contin- 
lent  expenses  in  the  treasury  de- 
ptrtiMDl,  from  {12,000  to  {6000. 
The  bouse  consented   to  all  the 
^meodiiienCi,  but  the  two  last.      It 
^istgreed  to  these  ;  and  the  senate 
hnag  insisted  on  these  amend- 
OMDiB,  the  allowance  of  {950  was 
*peed  to  by  the  house.    A  con- 
ference was  proposed,  as  to  the  last 
i^  wUeh  resulted  in  the  senate's 
r^ce&ig  from  its  amendment.  The 
^wastfien  passed. 

AppfO|nations  were  made  by 
^  bffl,  el  {68^970  to  pay  the  ex- 
POMi  of  tfie  legiskitive  department 
^  te  government,  in  addition  to 


{455,000  granted  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  and  to  { 1 50,000 
for  mileage  ;  {244,400  for  the  judi- 
cial department ;  {574,500  for  the 
executive  department,  including  the 
expenses,  of  all  the  departments  at 
Washington,  and  also,of  the  territo- 
rial governments  ;  {24 1,500  for  di- 
plomatic intercourse,  and  {312,500 
for  miscellaneous  expenses.    A  far- 
ther appropriation  was  afterwards 
made  of  {40,000  for  the  expenses 
of    the  Panama    mission.      Upon 
the  military  appropriation  bill  being 
called  up  for  consideration,  Mr. 
M' Lean  moved  to  strike  out  an  ap- 
propriation of  {6,500,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  50  horses  for  the  use  of 
the  military  academy,  which  was  in- 
serted, under  an  impression,  that 
the  appropriation  had  been  recom- 
mended by  the  board  of  visiters. 
This  was  an  error  ;  and  he  there- 
fore made  the  motion.   The  motion 
was  agreed  to.      The  bill  was  also 
amended,  by  reducing  the  general 
appropriation    for    arsenals,  from 
{36,700  to  {26,700  ;  and  appropri- 
ating {15,000  for  an  arsenal  to  be 
erected  at  Vergennes.    The  appro- 
priation for  the  repairs  of  Plymouth 
beach,  was  reduced  from  {25,000 
to  {13,184  13  ;  and  {749  added  for 
repairing  the  Cumberland    road  ; 
and  {18,000  for  arrearages  prior  to 
1817.     The  bill  passed  through  its 
other  stages,  without  opposition, 
and  became  a  law. 
18 
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By  this  law,  the  following   appropriations    were  made  for  tl 

tary  service  of  1826  : 
For  the  pay  of  the  army,  j^^^^ 

Subsistence  and  forage,  324, 

Recruiting,  and  contingencies,  in  addition  to  unexpended 

balances  of  ^13,769,  14, 

Purchasing  department  ;  clothing  and  woollens,  273, 

Quarter-masters,  and  hospital  departments,  and  supplies  to 

West  Point  academy,  "  $^^^ 

Ordnance  service,  63, 

Contingencies  of  armj,  10. 

Arrearages  prior  to  1817,  18, 

Armories  and  arsenals,  40S, 

Armament  of  new  fortifications,  100, 

Repairs,  and  continuation  of  Cumberland  road,  Plymouth 

beach,  deepening  harbor  of  Presquc  Isle,  and  expenses 

of  new  surveys,  180,i 


Total,        $2,728, 
The  appropriations  for  the  Indian  department,  wliich  is  a 
branch  of  the  war  department  ;  were  for  the  pay  of  the 
Indian  agents,  $49j 

Presents  to  the  Indians,  11^ 

Contingencies,  95^ 

The  other  appropriations,  made  on  account  of  the  In- 
dians, were  as  follows : 
To  defi^y  the  expense  of  making,  and  carrying  into  effect, 

the  treaties  made  with  all  tribes,  except  the  Creeks,      259, 
Do.  with  the  Creek  tribe,  in  addition  to  an  unex- 
pended balance  of  |{  170,000,  formerly  appropriated,    317, 
To  enable  part  of  the  Creeks  to  emigrate,  80, 

To  relieve  the  Florida  Indians,  20^ 

In  addition  to  the  sums  appropriated  by  the  appropria- 
tion bin,  for  the  military  service,  the  sum  of  j^70,000  was 
appropriated  for  an  arsenal  in  Georgia,  near  Augusta,  and 
for  internal  improvement,  the  foUowing  sums  : 
For  the  repair  of  the  post  road  between  Jackson  and 

Columbus,  in  Mississippi,  Ifi^ 

Do.  between  Chatahoochie  and  Line  Creek,  Ala.  6 
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J'or  the  survey  of  a  canal  between  the  gulf  of  Mexico 

and  the  Atlantic,  20,000 

Por  pien,  buoys,  light-houses,  removing  obstructions  in 

harbors  and  rivers,  &c.  ^8,255 

IFor  subscription  to  the  Dismal  Swamp  canal,  150,000 

IFor  running  the  line  between  Georgia  and  Florida,  5000 

When  the  bill  making  the  appro-  of  a  colony,  which  was  contrary  to 
wntions  for  the  naval  service  for  the  intention  of  congress.  He  was 
L  8£6,  was  moved,  Mr.  M'Lane,  not  satisfied  with  the  report  on  that 
cfaavman  of  the  conunittee  of  subject. 
and  means,  moved  to  reduce  Mr.  Owen  was  also  opposed  to 
proposed  for  the  African     the  appropriation,  if  it  were  to  be 

employed  as  it  had  been.  While 
the  law  remained  a  part  of  the  law 
of  the  land,  he  would  vote  for  the 
appropriation  ;  but  he  wished  it  to 
be  distinctly  understood,  that  it  was 
to  be  applied  in  a  different  manner. 
Mr.  M'Lane  replied,  that  the 
sum  was  so  small,  as  not  to  admit 
of  any  part  of  it  being  diverted, 
iteod  to  discuss  the  expediency  of  from  the  specific  purposes  of  the 
system.  He  presumed  that  had  appropriation.  This  was  the  ob- 
ject of  the  committee,  in  limiting 
the  sum.  He  did  not  mean  to  en- 
ter into  a  discussion  of  the  subject ; 
but  he  thought,  that  the  construc- 
tion which  the  late  president  had 
put  upon  the  law,  was  the  correct 
one.  The  government  could  not 
get  along  with  a  less  sum  than  that 
proposed,  and  he  hoped  the  amend- 
ment would  be  adopted.  It  was 
then  agreed  to. 

A  motion  was  made  lo  insert  an 
appropriation  of  $20,000,  for  a 
navy  yard,  at  Baltimore. 

Mr.    Dwight   objected    to  this 


r,  from  $  100,000  to  $32,000. 
agency  was  established  to  re- 
slaves,  captured  under  the  act 
^  to  suppress  the  slave  trade,"  to 
native  country.  The  larger  sum 
been  inserted  in  the  bill,  from 
^frimatea  of  the  department ; 
'Ut  the  committee  had  resolved  to 
for  a  smaller  sum.     He  did  not 


considered,  when  the  house 
the  law.  If  that  law  is  to 
repealed,  congress  would  do  it ; 
but  while  it  stands,  the  appropria- 
is  necessary  to  carry  it  into 
The  committee  is  of  opi- 
thal  $32,000  will  be  suffi- 
^^ienifiirthat  purpose,  viz  :  $2,800, 
§K  the  agents ;  $8,000,  for 
rapport  of  the  slaves  on  hand ; 
m]id|^l,000,  for  the  transportation 
c>f  480  negroes,  now  in  the  United 
States,  to  their  native  country. 
Mr.  Forsyth  observed,  that  this 
seined  to  be  the  beginning 
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amendment ;  that  the  subject  was 
already  before  another  committee, 
and  under  consideration  ;  and  that 
it  was  well  settled,  that  when  a  sub- 
ject has  been  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee, it  is  not  to  be  called  up  in  the 
way  of  an  amendment,  until  the 
report  of  the  committee  has  been 
received. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee 
(Mr.  Markley)  decided  the  amend- 
ment to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Dwight  appealed  from  his  de- 
cision ;  but  before  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  appeal,  the  iimendment 
was  withdrawn,  upon  the  suggestion 


opinion,  that    it  was  n 
der. 

In  the  senate,  the  biU  w 
cd,  by  inserting  $10,00< 
survey  of  the  harbors  of 
and  Brunswick,  in  Geoff 
fort.  South  Carolina,  ] 
Maryland ;  and  by  dif 
sum  of  ^14,000  appilip 
contingencies,  into  two  | 
^13,500  ;  the  purposes 
that  sum  was  to  be  apfri 
enumerated,  and  ^600 
contingencies.  These  an 
were  agreed  to  by  the  fa 
the  bill  was  passed. 


of  the  speaker,  who  expressed  an 

The  following  appropriations  were  made  by  it,  viz  : 
For  pay,  and  subsistence,  and  provisions,  $h^ 

Repairs  of  vessels,  M 

Repairs  and  improvements  6f  navy  yards^  ITU 

Medicine  and  hospital  stores,  41 

Contingencies  enumerated,  t4( 

Do.    not  enumerated.  I 

Survey  of  harbors,  K 

Marine  corps,  234 

African  agency,  3! 

By  a  subsequent  act,  farther  appropriations  were  made 
for  the  following  purposes,  viz  : 

Building  ten  sloops  of  war,  35i 

Re-appropriations,  which  had  been  carried  to  the  surplus 
fund,  to  the  amount  of  }  122,794  42,  for  pay  of  laborers, 
superintendents,  ^^c.  ship  houses,  contingent  expenses, 
suppression  of  piracy,  ^^c. 

After  the  annual  appropriations  naval  force.  Mr.  SUms 
for  the  naval  'service  had  been  this  addition  was  require 
made,  a  biU  was  introduced,  by  the  sequence  of  the  war,  ^ 
committee  on  naval  afiairs,  appro-  broken  out  between  I 
priating  {204,765,  for  an  additional    Buenos  Ayres.    A  papsi 
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lukd  been  declared,  by  the  emperor 
of  Braiil,  of  the  coaBt,  from  Cq>e 
Horn  to  the  river  la  Plata.  Our 
East  India  trade,  and  our  vessels 
from  the  Pacific,  bad  to  pass,  in  that 
^ectioD,  and  great  inconvenience, 
had  already  resulted  from  this  state 
of  things.  Our  trade,  in  that  quar- 
ter, WIS  without  protection,  and 
exptwmd  to  ]nratical  depredations, 
as  w^  as  to  injuries  resulting  from 
priTmtaeriog.  Nothing,  but  an  in- 
crease of  naval  force,  could  protect 
oar  commerce.  The  estimates 
were  far  a  frigate,  and  two  sloops 
or  war,  to  be  in  commisaon  for 
nine  months  ;  which  was  the  least 
possible  fefce. 

Bfr.WBfiams,  of  North  Carolina, 
objected  to  this  appropriation,  if  it 
w-^reiirtMided  to  remove  that  block- 
ade. It  might  lead  to  worse  conse- 
than  the  Panama  mission ; 
any  odier  measure  before  the 
He  hoped  the  house  would 


Mr.  8I0R8    rejoined,  that,  this 
between  Brazil  and  Buenos 
I  concerning  a  territory  on 
shore  of  South  America, 
^^^Ded  the  Banda  Oriental.    This 
^^rriloiy  was  claimed  by  both  par- 
ties ;    and   the  people  of  Monte 
Videos    bsd    risen    against     the 
t^lkeani  of  the  emperor,  who  would, 
tif  eoane,  consider  them  as  rebds. 
l^iif  alesfs  will  be  abroad ;  anditu 
QiSf  to  see,  that  renegadoes,  taking 
of  this  state  of  things. 


will  assemble,  on  this  coast,  from 
all  quarters,  to  depredate  upon  our 
commerce.  Protection  was  re- 
quisite ;  and  it  might  be  afforded> 
without  bringing  us  into  collision 
with  any  other  power. 

Mr.  Cambreling  was  in  frivor  of 
the  appropriation,  and  suggested 
that  the  secretary  of  the  navy  should 
be  empowered  to  order  the  North 
Carolina  from  the  Mediterranean, 
to  the  coast  of  Brazil. 

Mr.  Webster  observed  that  this 
detail  belonged  to  the  executive 
department ;  and  upon  his  sugges- 
tion, the  bill  was  amended  so  as 
merely  to  make  the  necessary  im- 
propriation, and  to  leave  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  force,  to  the  executive. 

The  bill  then  passed. 

The  sum  of  {66,000  was  appro- 
priated for  building  a  penitentiary, 
and  two  jails  in  the  district  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  {131,666  for  the  pub- 
lic buildings  in  Washington.  When 
the  bill  making  this  last  appropria- 
tion was  under  discussion,  Mr. 
Beecher,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  strike 
from  the  appropriations,  the  sum 
of  {26,000  for  frimishing  the  presi- 
dent's house.  Mr.  Forsyth  said, 
that  having  built,  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, a  house  for  the  chief  magis- 
trate, it  was  the  duty  of  the  public 
to  furnish  it  in  a  corresponding 
style.  He  should  have  preferred, 
that  the  president  should  have  been 
permitted  to  live  where  he  pleased, 
and  how  he  pleased,  as  a  private 
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gentleman.  He  regretted  certain 
publications  of  details,  which  had 
found  their  way  into  tlie  public 
papers,  and  hoped  the  appropriation 
would  be  made.  A  modification  of 
this  amendment  was  finally  made, 
so  as  to  authorise  the  application  of 
this  sum  to  the  purchase  of  new 
furniture,  and  to  repair  old. 

A  bill  was  introduced  early  in 
the  session,  making  provision  for  the 
surviving  officers  of  the  revolution. 
During  the  summer,  a  strong  feel- 
ing in  their  &vor  had  been  excited 
by  the  recollections,  which  the  visit 
of  La  Fayette  naturally  produced. 

As  he  passed  through  the  coun- 
try, all  who  remained  of  his  com- 
panions ia  arms,  thronged  to  greet 
their  ancient  leader,  and  to  recall 
the  memory  of  those  scenes,  where 
they  had  participated  as  well  in  the 
bitter  triab  and  reverses  of  that 
bloody  conflict,  as  in  its  glorious 
and  successful  termination.  It  was 
impossible  to  witness  the  meeting 
of  these  interesting  relics  of  the  war 
of  independence,  without  a  dispo- 
sition to  recompense  them  for  their 
suffering  and  privations ;  and  con- 
gress met  under  the  influence  of  a 
general  wish  throughout  the  coun- 
try, that  some  provision  should  be 
made  for  their  declining  years,  or  at 
least  an  ample  remuneration  for  the 
depreciation  of  the  currency  in 
which  they  had  been  paid.  This 
was  a  claim  upon  the  justice,  as  the 
other  was  upon  the  gratitude  of  the 


nation ;  and  tamest  memorials 
were  forwarded  to  congress,  setting 
forth  the  grounds  of  their  claim  ia 
the  most  forcible  terms.  A  UU 
was  reported  by  a  select  committee 
to  distribute  $1,250,000  among  the 
surviving  officers  of  the  revcdutioiH 
ary  army. 

It  was  brought  up  for  discussioD  at 
alate  period  of  the  session,  April  24. 

Mr.  Estill,  of  Virginia,  objected 
to  the  bill  that  no  provision  was 
made  for  the  militia,  and  proposed 
a  recommitment.  Mr.  Clarke,  of 
Kentucky,  thought  provision  should 
be  made  for  the  soldiers  as  wdl  as 
the  officers ;  and  also  for  the  survi- 
ving widows  of  the  revolutimiary 
soldiers.  Mr.  Alston,  of  North 
Carolina,  said  he  considered  the  ac- 
count as  paid,  a^d  that  he  was  un- 
wiUing  to  open  a  settled  account. 
The  grounds  upon  which  tho  bill 
was  supported,  are  set  forth  in  a 
speech  of  Mr.  Everett,  of  Massa- 
chusetts. To  the  objection  of  Mr. 
Alston,  Mr.  Everett  replied, 

^^  That  he  also  was  unwilling  to 
open  a  settled  account;  but  he  oouU 
not  consider  an  account  as  sei> 
tied,  until  it  was  paid  to  the  last 
farthing.  He  asked,  how  this  ac- 
count was  paid  ?  It  was  paid  after 
a  total  bankruptcy  of  the  country. 
He  did  not  mean  that  remark  faj 
way  of  reproach  :  but  he  must  say, 
that  when  the  government  settled 
with  the  army  of  the  revolutifm,  it 
was  insolvent.    The  payment  ww 
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%  paltry  dividend  of  3«.  6d.  in  the 
pound.     Now  we  have  grown  rich 
and    are    rolling   in    wealth,  our 
old    creditor  in  the  extremity    of 
9Lge^  and  often  in  want,  comes  and 
aadcs  finr  a  little  relief  out  of  our 
mbmidance.    We  tell  him  that  we 
paid  him  forty  years  ago  ;  that  we 
iBare  lus  discharge  in  our  pocket, 
and  bid  him  begone.     In  the  lan- 
^omgB  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
CaitJina^  the  account  has  been 
settled  and  paid,  and  we  want  to 
liear  no  more  about  it.  Sir,  I  want  to 
one  thiDg  more  about  it ;  that  it 
been  folly  paid,  and  fairly  set- 
tiled. 

^  It  18  oljected  that  some  of  those 
it  provides  relief,  remain- 
m  of  their  certificates 
»f  final  setdement,  until  they  rose 
tbeir  par  value,  or  even  above  it. 
^  I  do  not  suppose  that  the  num- 
of  the  officers  of  the  revolution 
^^^ho  mn  thus  able  to  reserve  their 
and  fond  them  at  par, 
be  so  considerable  as  to  make 
^  important  to  take  their  case  into 
^peoal  consideration.  But  be  they 
Cew  or  many,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
^Dow,  diat  even  they  ought,  as  a 
^natter  of  justice,  to  be  shut  out 
die  provisions  of  the  biU. 
were  entitled  to  money  or 
securities.  You  gave 
no  money,  and  securities 
'WOfdi  but  an  ei^th  of  their  nominal 
"vahie.  They  had,  perhaps,  at>it- 
tanee  wUeh  enaUed  them  to  live 


from  day  to  day,  without  sacrificing 
their  certificates  at  the  market  va- 
lue. These  they  reserved,  not 
knowing  that  they  would  eventually 
be  worth  the  paper  on  which  they 
were  pruited.  They  speculated  in 
their  own  fonds;  not  voluntarily, 
but  by  compulsion :  and  I  cannot 
think  that  their  having  done  so,  (un- 
questionably in  very  few  cases,  of 
which  it  does  not  appear  that  any 
one  is  among  those  now  presented 
to  our  consideration,)  ought  to  form 
a  reason  for  excluding  them,  far  less 
all  the  other  surviving  ofiicers,  from 
the  benefits  contemplated  by  this  bill. 
^^  It  has  been  made  an  objection  to 
this  bill,  that  it  tends  to  enlarge  the 
pension  system  of  the  United 
States.  Sir,  nothing  is  more  deci- 
dedly in  opposition  to  a  republican 
policy,  not  merely  than  the  enlarge- 
ment of  a  pension  sjrstem,  but  than 
the  eiustence  of  any  thing  which 
could  be  properly  called  by  ^t 
name.  Butis  the  fiiir  compensation, 
for  services  rendered,  to  be  called 
by  the  odious  name  of  a  pension  ? 
Sir,  pass  this  bill,  adopt  the  amend- 
ment of  my  honorable  coUeague, 
(Mr.  Reed,)  give  the  survivors  of 
the  revolution  all  they  ask,  and  ten 
times  more  than  they  ask,  and 
which  generation  will  still  be  in  ar- 
rears ;  we  to  our  fathers,  or  they  to 
us ;  which  will  have  done  the  most 
for  the  other ;  they,  in  achieving 
by  their  toils,  and  blood,  the  inde- 
pendence we  enjoy,  or  we  in  sdacing 
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their  age  by  these  poor  gratuitieB  ;  member  is  called  away  from  the 

which  generatioQ  is  dependent  on  little  circle — ^when  an  active  wh 

the  bounty  of  the  other  ;    wluch  or  brother  is  lost  to  the  aged  ftlta 

is  the  pensioner  of  the  other  ?  or  helpless  sisters,  who  depeod  on 

^^  Sir,  it  is  said  that  other  classes  his  aid  to  carry  on  the  frugal  ope^ 

suffered  as  much  as  those  for  whom  rations  of  that  domestic  indmCij 

rehef  is  now  asked ;  that  the  dis-  which  is  necessary  to  the  conmoi 

tress  and  privation  were  general ;  subsistence  and  comfort.    The  ab> 

and  that  the  army  bore  no  more  sence  from  home  of  those  mon 

than  its  share  in  the  common  ca-  needed,  in  this  way,  was  one  chM 

lamities.      There    was    suffering  cause  of   that    general  wreck  « 

enough  on  all  sides,  heaven  knows ;  small    fortunes,    which   was    om 

and  it  fell,  it  is  true,  not  less  on  great  feature  of  the  universal  dia* 

the  citizen  at  home,  than  on  the  tress.    I  myself,  sir,  know  ftmiBna, 

soldier  in  the  camp.    But  the  ar-  from  which,  not  one  alone,  but  two, 

my,  in  suffering  as  such,  was  not  and  even  three,  who  were  moH 

exempt  from  its  share  of  the  ge-  wanted  at  home,  were  yielded  to 

neral  calamity.     They  did  not  cast  the  common  cause ;  from  wind 

off  the  character  and  relations  of  when  Joseph  was  not,  and  SinwoB 

citizens.    No,  sir  ;  while  they  were  was  not,  the  voice  of  a  Ueediiig 

suffering  all  the  hardships  of  the  country  called  Benjamin  awaj  •!• 

camp  and  of  the  field,  they  were,  so  :  And  however  great  ike  mca* 

also,  suffering  in  all  their  interests  fice,  the  call  was  obeyed,  as  is  well 

at  home,  in  common  with  the  rest  known  from  many  a  toucliiiig^aiieC' 

of  the  community.     They  belong-  dote  of  those  eventful  timea. 

ed  to  a  class  of  society  whose  per-  ^^  Yes,  sir,  the  spirit  of  the  dty 

sonal  attendance,  labor,  and  care,  was  equal  to  its  trials ;  but  let  as 

are  their  chief  property.      What  not  talk  of  the  soldier  a9 

brings  the  most  grievous  distress,  in  any  degree,  from  the 

on  such  a  class  of  society  ?    Not  suffering  of  the  citizen ;  when  the 

the  fluctuatioiis  and  obstructions  fact,  that  he  was  absent  from  honie 

of  the  market,  for  they  produce  in  the  army,  might  be  the  heaviest 

very  little  that  goes  to  market ;  not  blow  to  the  prosperity  of  JUs  fii:- 

the  failure  of  crops  of  great  st]q>le  mily,  and  to  his  own  prosperity  as 

products,   which    do   not  depend  a  member  of  it.     It  deserves,  sho^ 

upon  the  presence  or  absence  of  to  be  recollected,  that  the  saflEJar^ 

an  opulent  proprietor.      No,  sir,  ings  of  the  country,  after  the  cloaa 

the  citizens  of  this  class  are  most  of  the  war,  were  probably  more 

flistressed    when    an    industrious  severe,  on  the  whole,  than  dorinif 
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€ii  cooUnuance.     The  burdens  of 
were  then  consolidated  on 
;  a  considerable  source  of 
realtk,  the  expenditure  of  the  fo- 
troops,  was  dried  up  ;  the  ar- 
c£  the  contest  waa  gone,  and 
eaaie  home  to  almost  every 
Tradition  can  tell  us  of  in- 
where  the  farmer's  oxen 
'^irere  unyoked  by  the  tax-gatherer 
fioBi  the  plough.     Such  was  the 
^■Jtate  d  things  which  drove  a  por- 
'^ioB  of  the  citizens  of  my  own 
.estate  to  aaadneRg — such  was  the 
^CMiditioii  of  the  homes  to  which 
^boae,  who  had  home  the  hardships 
^kod  pools  of  the  war,  too  oflen  re- 
tnmed.     Let  us  not,  then,  ima- 
gine, air,  that  the  anny,  in  the  midst 
of  its  peculiar  privations,  was  in  the 
Jeast  4k9ree,  spared  from  its  por- 
tion of  feneral  calamity. 
""It  is  Mid,  that  the  relief  which 
fvovides  for  the  surviving 
of  the  revolution,^  a  pre- 
nuura  on  okl  age.    Sir,  that  ex- 
pgMeion  sounds  harshly  to  my  ear. 
The   lenn  prMium^    when  thus 
used«  leaunds  me  of  those  mea- 
sares  in  political  economy  which 
aie  aeeerted  to,  in  order  to  stimu- 
late production.     We   say,    that 
heavy  dnties  on  foreign  &brics,  are 
apramiom  on  domestic  raanufac- 
tmei — that  injudicious  alms-giving 
id  a  pnamium  on  pauperism.     The 
piotiMone  of  this  bill  are  not  to 
hue  the  effect,  of  multiplying  the 
nsmherci  of  the  aged  and  venera- 


ble persons,  to  whom  it  looks.  Sir. 
they  are  dropping  fast  into  the 
grave  ;  your  bounty  will  come  too 
late  to  produce  that  efiect  upon 
them,  which,  at  an  earlier  stage, 
might  have  enabled  them  to  hid 
defiance  to  the  various  foes  of  life. 
The  most  it  cad  do,  will  be  to 
soothe  their  decline.  At  all  ev^its, 
it  will  not  increase  their  number ; 
and  considering  who  they  are,  I 
would  rather  call  it  a  solace  and  a 
comfort,  than  a  premium  for  old 
age. 

^^  I  am  sorry^  sir,  that  we  cannot 
go  farther  at  this  time ;  tliat  in  ma- 
king provisions  for  the  suryiving 
veteran,  we  cannot  also  make  pro- 
vision for  the  widow  and  children 
of  those,  who  are  deceased.  But. 
sir,  we  must  be  contented  to  do 
what  good  we  can,  and  not  refiise 
to  do  any  good,  because  we  can- 
not do  all  good.  The  case  of  the 
survivors,  is  a  case  by  itself ;  it  has 
been  investigated; — tlicir  number 
is  nearly  ascertained ; — and  the  ap- 
propriation proposed,  is  calculated 
to  afford  a  certain  relief  to  ihosvi 
who  share  it. 

^*  There  is  one  consideration,  Mr. 
Chairman,  which,  as  oflen  as  1 
have  revolved  this  subject  in  my 
mind,  has  seemed  to  call  upon  us. 
for  very  shame,  to  do  something 
for  tliese  men.  It  is  this,  that  h- 
beral  provision  has  been,  and  con- 
tinues to  be,  made  by  the  Englisii 

government,  for  those,  who,  in  thnf 
19 
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about  the  glorious  exploits 
fathers,  and  the  debt  of  gi 
we  owe  them.  I  do  not  wi 
to  be  all  talk.  I  want  to  dt 
thing.  I  want  a  substantial 
to  be  paid  them.  Prai^ 
sweet  music  both  to  old  and ' 
but  I  honestly  confess,  i] 
mind  relucts  and  revolts,  1 
cipation,  at    the  thougiil' 


country,  arc  called  American  loy-  fiftieth  year  of  our  indepei 
alists — in  this  country,  refugees  How  much  we  shall  real 
and  tories.  Sir,  I  have  myself  much  we  shall  hear,  how 
seen  the  contrast  to  which  I  al-  perhaps,  we  shall  say  thi 
lude.  Gentlemen  all  know,  that 
the  provision  for  the  American  loy- 
alists still  forms  an  item  in  the  an- 
nual budget  in  Great  Britain  ;  that 
a  portion  of  the  bounty  is  dbpensed 
in  this  country  ;  while,  even  in  his 
amendment,  my  worthy  colleague 
has  thought  it  necessary  to  make 
residence  in  the  United  States,  a 
condition  of  receiving  this  late  and 
poor  provision.  I  do  not  object  to,  comphraents,  with  which 
this :  practically,  I  presume  it  will  going  to  fill  the  ears  of  tba 
deprive  no  one  of  what  he  would 
otherwise  receive ;  but  1  would 
willingly  have  emulated  the  bounty, 
which  knows  how  to  pursue  its 
rightful  objects  to  the  end  of  the 
earth. 

"  Sir,  if  this  act  of  grateful  jus- 
tice is  ever  to  be  performed,  now 
is  the  time  for  its  performance. 
The  present  year  completes  the  half  we  owe  to  the  heroes  of  Cii 
century  since  the  declaration  of  in-  lution.  Let  the  day  and  til 
dependence ;  and  most  devoutly  do 
I  hope,  that  when  the  silver  trumpet 
of  our  political  jubilee  sounds,  it 
may  be  with  a  note  of  comfort  and 
joy,  to  the  withered  heart  of  the 
war-worn  veteran  of  the  revolution. 
Our  tardy  provision,  will  indeed 
come  too  late  to  help  him  through 
the  hard  journey  of  life ;  but  it  will 
not  come  too  late  to  alleviate  the 
sorrows  of  age,  and  smooth  the 
pillow  of  decline.     Sir,  it  is  the 


veterans,  while  we  leav^ 
pockets  empty,  and  theii 
cold.  If  we  cast  out  tUn 
do  hope  that  some  membei 
house,  possessing  an  ioAi 
which  I  cannot  aspire,  ir3 
duce  another,  to  make  ^q 
say  a  word  on  the  fourth  e 
about  the  debt  of  gratitude 


pass  in  decent  silence.  I 
gag-laws ;  but  there  is  one^ 
am  willing  to  gag — the  v 
tongue  of  a  bankrupt,  1i 
grown  rich,  and  talks  aei 
about  the  obligation  he  fed 
needy  creditor,  whom  he  | 
at  2^.  6d.  in  the  pound. 

"  Mr.  Chairman — We  hai 
much,  of  late,  of  the  Wai 
pohcy.  In  the  recent  dam 
on  a  great  national  quesCi 
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policy  WIS  declared,  on  all  sides, 
to  be  the  only  safe  rule  for  the  ad- 
minktrttrrm  of  our  foreign  affiiirs. 
Whithetgoefer  it  led  us,  we  were 
d  wiUmg  to  go;   wheresoever  it 
kft  Oi,  we  all  professed  to  stop — 
Qi   DO  aide    of  the    house,  was 
linrea  question,  whether  we  should 
idbere  to  it,  or  depart  from  it :  the 
Oilf  question  was,  whether  it  did,  or 
did  D0i|  authorise,  without  limita- 
tiQB,the  measure  proposed.  I  should 
be  i^ad,  indeed,  to  know,  what  part 
of  the  Washington  policy  stands 
mm  deeply  impressed  on  every 
leconl,  that  remains  to  us  from  the 
&ther  of  his  country,  than  the  duty 
of  profiding  for  these,  his  surviving 
bretfaran  im  arms.     Where,  sir,  in 
all  the  memorials  of  that  great  man, 
will  yoa  find  any  injunction  of  heu- 
tnl  policy,  any  admonition  against, 
^■^ngling  alliances,  expressed  in 
It&guage  more  strong,  than  that 
in  wfaldi  he  enforces  the    claim 
wttch  is  DOW  before  you?     ^If, 
(nid  be,)  besides  the  simple  pay- 
niBot  of  wages,    a  farther  comt 
Ptttkio  is  not  due  to  the  suffer- 
ingi,  aad  sacrifices  of  the  officers, 
then  hate  I  been  mistaken  indeed. 
If  the  whole  army  have  not  merit- 
^  whatei^  a  grateful  people  can- 
•    hotow,  theo  have  I  been  beguiled 
^  injodice,  and  built  opinion  on 
te  Inmb  of  error.     If  this  country 
dttdd  not,  in  the  event,'  ( — in  the 
^*«Bt,  Bfr.  Chairman,  and  when  at 
Ic&glhitriioald  possess  the  means,) 


^perform  every  thing,  which  has 
been  requested  by  the  late  memo- 
rials to  congress,  then  shall  my 
belief  become  vain,  and  the  hope 
which  has  been  excited,  void  of 
foundation.  And  if,  as  has  been 
suggested,  for  the  purpose  of  influ- 
encing their  passions,'  (for,  sir,  it 
did  not  enter  into  the  mind  of 
Washington,  to  conceive  that  the 
Newburgh  letters  were  to  prove 
prophetic,)  'the  officers  of  the 
army  are  to  be  the  only  sufferers 
by  this  revolution;  if,  in  retiring 
from  the  field,  they  are  to  grow  old 
in  poverty,  wretchedness  and  con- 
tempt ;  if  they  are  to  wade  tlirough 
the  vile  mire  of  dependency,  and 
owe  the  miserable  remnant  of  that 
life  to  charity,  which  has  hitherto 
been  spent  in  bonor,  then  I  shall 
have  realised  a  tale,  which  will  em- 
bitter every  moment  of  my  future 
hfe.  But  I  am  under  no  such  ap- 
prehensions ;  a  country  rescued  by 
their  arms  from  impending  ruin, 
will  never  leave  unpaid  the  debt  of 
gratitude.' 

"  Now,  talk  to  me,  sir,  of  the  po- 
licy of  Washington.  What !  are 
we  going  to  follow  it  by  halves  ? 
Are  we  going  to  laud  and  adopt 
it,  when  it  is  cautious  and  reser- 
ved ;  to  repudiate  and  trample  on 
it,  where  it  is  generous  and  great  ? 
Sir,  it  is  with  his  j^licy,  as  it  is 
with  his  character.  Its  excellence 
and  grandeur  consist  in  the  har- 
monious mixture  of  its  opposite 
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qualities.  What  was  it  that  raised 
the  man  to  that  eleration,  on  which 
no  other  mortal  ever  stood  ?  It 
was  the  lion-hearted  valor,  which 
qualified  his  Fabian  prudence ;  the 
god-like  generosity,  which  went 
hand  in  hand  with  his  pristine  tem- 
perance and  frugality.  Disjoin  this 
matchless  compound  of  virtues ; — 
take  from  cither  of  his  strongly 
marked  characteristics,  the  oppo- 
site quality  which  balanced  and 
chastened  it;  and  you  bring  him 
down  to  the  common  level  of  hu- 
manity ;  and  make  of  him  no  more 
than  a  common  great  man.  It  is 
so  with  his  policy.  Sift  out  from  all 
his  lessons,  the  prudent  and  dissua- 
sive ;  listen  to  his  voice  then,  and 
then  only,  when  he  warns  you 
against  following  the  impulses  of 
enthusiasm!  and  shut  your  eyes, 
and  shut  your  ears,  and  shut  your 
hearts,  when  he  bids  you  be  gene- 
rous and  liberal,  and  you  make  a 
a  policy,  sir,  of  which  I  have  no 
ambition  to  be  a  disciple." 

Notwithstanding  these  powerful 
arguments  the  opposition,  mani- 
fested on  the  part  of  those  states, 
whose  quotas  to  the  continental 
army  were  small  and  seldom  filled, 
was  strong  enough  to  prevent  the 
passage  of  the  bill ;  and  a  motion 
to  recommit  the  bill,  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  the  number  of  the 
revolutionary  officers,  who  ought  to 
be  provided  for  by  law  ;  and  the 
amount  necessary  to  make  such 


provision,  and  the  manner  in  whieii 
it  should  be  made ;  was  carried  hf 
a  vote  of  90  to  85.  This  dMpw- 
tion  of  the  bill,  of  counw  prevtnled 
its  passage  at  that  time.  The  hiD 
was  subsequently  reported  witk  file 
necessary  information,  but  top 
the  close  of  the  sesaion,  to 
any  attempt  to  bring  it  under  o€n* 
aideration.  It  consequently  ie- 
mained  with  the  unfiniaked  Iran* 
ness  on  the  table. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  one  Raa- 
cis  Larche,  which  had  paaoed  tbe 
senate,  produced  some  eioitflBwnt 
in  the  house  among  the  wwmbera 
fi'om  tbe  southern  stales ;  or  ac- 
count of  the  principle  upon  %Hiich 
the  committee  of  claims  reoon- 
mended  its  rejection. 

The  claim  was  for  the  vmhie  of 
a  slave  belonging  to  the  petitioner, 
impressed  by  order  of  General  Jack- 
son, and  killed  by  a  cannon  shot, 
while  working  on  the  lines. 

The  committee  reported  against 
the  claim,  on  the  ground,  that  the 
emergency  justified  the  imprev- 
ment  of  every  moral  agent,  capaUe 
of  contributing  to  the  defence  of 
the  place ;  that  men  were  wanted, 
and  in  that  capacity,  the  master 
and  the  slave  were  put  in  lequisi-^ 
tion  ;  the  parent  and  his  child,  and 
his  hired  servants,  as  they  were  in 
other  parts  of  the  country,  where 
the  population  had  fought  and  died 
in  the  public  defence,  without  hav- 
ing their  lives  valued,  or  con^ien- 
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jM  fer  in  nooey.     For  thete 
the   committee    recom- 
Ihe  rejectkNi  of  the  claim. 
Whmk  lliiB  report  came  before 
Bfr.  Owen,  of  Alabama, 
to  recommit  the  bill,  with 
to  report  the  evidence, 
to  reiene  the  principle  in  the 
leport. 
Ob  II19  diflcusaion  of  this  motion 
eKcitement  was  manifested ; 
the  moTer  having  modiEed  his 
so  as  to  ask  cmly  a  re- 
ef the  evidence  on  the  claim, 
was  agreed  to.    Those 
e  against  the  report,  con- 
tbat  the  slave  had  not  been 
as  a  moral  agent,  but 
prapertf ;  and,  as  the  property 
destroyed,   the  govem- 
bound  by  the  constitu- 
te make  compensation  for  its 


The   aobject    was   not  again 
before  the  house,  during 


The  first  session  of  this  congress 
!  on  the  22d  day  of  May,  1 826. 
a  kMig  session ;  but  was  not 
by    any    important 
excepting  the  sanction 
to  the    Panama    Misaon. 
Bsuly  all  the  propositions  which 
caDed  for  by  the  public  voice, 
defeated,  either  from  want  of 
tine  for  dieir  consideration  ;  or  by 
vinlbence,  which  seemed  to  ex- 
ert itself  fw  the  sole  purpose  of 
ftuMng  those,  who  administered 


the  government^  unpopidar.  The 
oonmounity  was  gmierally  disap* 
pointed  as  to  the  results  of  the  ses. 
sion.  When  congress  first  assem- 
bfed,  but  httle  was  known  of  the 
materials  of  which  it  was  composed, 
and  great  curiosity  was  manifested 
to  ascertain  the  sl^ntimenlii  of  those, 
who  were  not  committed,  either  to 
suf^rt  or  oppose  the  administra- 
ticm.  Many  of  the  members  were 
new  in  political  life  ;  and  of  those, 
who  had  been  long  before  the  pub- 
lic, there  were  many,  who  professed 
a  willingness  to  judge  the  adminis- 
tration according  to  its  measures. 
Others  were  predetermined  on  op- 
position, and,  fi-om  the  first  assem- 
bling of  congress,  devoted  them- 
selves to  thwarting  the  measures, 
which  its  firiends  urged  upon  the 
consideration  of  congress.  The 
vice  president  and  his  firiends  were 
most  prominent  in  this  class  of 
politicians;  and  firom  the  station 
held  by  that  gentleman,  as  president 
of  the  senate,  he  was  enabled  to 
give  consistency  and  character  to 
the  course  adopted  by  the  opposi- 
tion. By  the  rules  of  the  senate, 
he  was  empowered  to  appoint  all 
the  committees,  and  in  the  exercise 
of  that  power,  he  wascarefiil  to  ap- 
point a  majority  of  those,  who  were 
known  to  be  unfiiendly  to  the 
administration,  upon  most  of  the 
important  committees.  To  so 
great  an  extent  was  this  hostility 
manifested,  that  the  majority  of  th(^ 
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committee  on  Indian  affiiirs,  to 
whom  the  Creek  controversy  would 
l^  necessarily  referred,  was  com- 
posed of  those,  who  sustained  the 
governor  of  Georgia  in  his  extra- 
ordinary course ;  although  when  the 
treaty  against  which  they  had  re- 
ported, came  before  the  senate  to 
be  ratified,  the  members  who  made 
the  majority  of  that  committee,  were 
found  in  a  minority  of  7  against  30. 

Committees  thus  selected,  neces- 
sarily, brought  in  reports  un&vora- 
ble  to  the  measures  supported  by 
the  friends  of  the  government,  and 
whilst  these  reports  gave  authority, 
and  an  extensive  circulation  to  the 
principles  of  the  opposition ;  the 
senate  was  compelled,  either  to 
reverse  them,  or  to  place  itself  in 
opposition  to  the  other  branch  of 
the  legislature. 

The  inconvenience  of  this  state 
of  things,  induced  the  senate,  at 
the  latter  part  of  the  session,  to 
take  from  the  vice  president,  the 
power  of  appointing  the  committees. 
It  was,  however,  too  late  to  remedy 
the  evils  which  had  been  produced 
by  the  attitude,  that  the  senate  had 
been  forced  to  assume,  with  respect 
to  the  executive,  as  weU  as  the 
popular  branch  of  congress.  Al- 
though the  opposition,  which  before 
the  end  of  the  session,  had  taken  a 
decided  character,  did  not  form  a 
majority  of  that  body  ;  still  it  was 
iitrong  enough,  especially  when  sup- 
ported by  the  reports  of  the  commit- 


tees, to  retard  the  progreoi 
ness,  |l>y  protracted  deSbmi 
proposed  amendments,  so  m 
vent  the  passage  of  many  ue 
bills.  In  many  instanoei 
amendments  entirely  de6i 
bills.  The  judiciary  bill  ' 
stroyed  by  an  amendment 
the  house  deemed  inadfas 
and  the  bankrupt  law  was  h 
the  table,  in  the  senate,  b«e 
much  of  the  session  had  1m 
sumed  by  previous  debatei 
mit  the  consideration  of  ( 
portant  subject.  The  sao 
prevented  the  departure  of  i 
missioners  to  Panama,  in 
attend  the  first  session  oft 
gross  ;  but  the  evils,  whic 
have  followed  fi'om  this  o 
were  averted,  by  the  comii 
powers  there  assembled,  m  i 
ing  the  congress,  to  meet  * 
ter  following,  at  Tacabaya 
By  the  course  which  the 
tion  adopted,  public  atteDt 
strongly  attracted  to  the  ] 
ings  of  the  two  houses  of  c 
and  though  some  pride  wi 
the  talent  displayed,  on  bo 
the  general  impression,  wa 
mortification  and  disappa 
While  some  speeches  mi 
both  thought  and  eloquen 
greatest  portion  evinced  b 
and  unsound  argument.  T 
ncr,  too,  in  which  the  op 
attacked  the  administrati 
played  an  exasperated  fe 
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wluch  the  community  did  not  sym- 
ptthize^  and  a  general  sui^icion 
w«8  felt,  that  its  leaders  were  actu- 
ited  by  private  griefe,  and  that  the 
public  interests  were  neglected,  in 
tUi  earnest  struggle  for  power. 

The  pride  of  the  country,  too,  had 

recdnred  a  deep  wound,  in  the  pros- 

tntiooof  the  dignity  of  the  senate. 

This  body  had  always  before,  pre- 

sensd  a  high  character  for  dignity 

indtalent  WhateTer  was  thought  of 

itepolitieal  sentiments,  or  the  effect 

Q^ite  fotes,  no  one  questioned  its 


high  moral  and  intellectual  charac- 
ter. It  was  composed  of  men  of  a 
grave  age,  chosen  by  the  state 
legislatures,  and  holding  their  offi- 
ces independent  of  the  imme- 
diate impulse  of  popular  feeling, 
and  a  proportionate  degree  of  re- 
gret was  felt,  at  the  loss  of  in- 
fluence which  was  produced  by  the 
occurrences  of  the  session.  The 
session  closed  to  the  general  satis- 
fiiction  of  the  country  ;  and  with  an 
universal  wish,  that  the  next  session 
might  be  devoted  to  business. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


WEST  INDIES.— European  COames.—BrUish  West  Indies.— Order 
»  CmmdL — Proceedings  in  Jamaica — Cuba — PoUiical  Condition — 
Gm)enment. — Hayti — its  Government — French  Ordinance — Nature 
<f  ii — Accepted  by  Boyer — Loan — Disturbances — State  of  Hayti. 


We  liave  already  stated  at  large, 
in  the  introductory  chapter,  that 
colyUf  a  century  has  elapsed,  since 
tke  lostory  of  America  was  nothing 
but  the  history  of  European  colonies. 
Now  but  a  smaU  portion  of  the 
world,  either  in  extent,  in  wealth, 
in  Tafaie,  or  in  population,  is  de- 
pendant npoD  any  foreign  state. 
On  the  continent  of  America, 
^  bif e  all  shaken  off  the  fet- 
ten  of  transatlantic  rule,  save  the 
o'bhitants  of  the  small  remaining 
^ntiiii  possessions  at  the  north, 
v^  of  the  still  smaller  European 
^^wndBBcies  within  the  tropics. 
^Uing  these,  because,  present- 
^  few  independent  political  facts 
^  oor  consideration,  wo  shall 
^^'•fioe  ourselves,  in  this  chapter, 
^  te  most  important  df  the  West 
^^  islands,  including  Hayti. 

h  order  to  understand  the  ques- 
^^^  concerning  the  condition  of 
'^ties,  the  principal  subject  of 
HNioq  in  the  British  West 
"^^^^  it  18  necessary  to  advert  to 
^  &inoiU8  order  in  council,  de- 
^^pffA  for  the  improvement  of  their 
^^^  population.     Believing  that 


their  situation  was  capable  of  be- 
ing changed  for  the  better,  with- 
out invasion  of  the  rights  of  pro- 
prietors, or  endangering  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  colonies,  the  Bntish 
ministry,  in  1823,  proposed  cer- 
tain measures  for  that  purpose; 
intending  to  operate  upon  the 
negroes  gradually,  and  opposed 
to^  the  wild  schemes  of  precipi- 
tate emancipation,  urged  by  some 
short  sighted  zealots.  In  Gre- 
nada, St.  Vincent's,  and  St.  Chris- 
topher's, the  suggestion  of  the 
ministers  were  respectfully  recei- 
ved; but  in  Dominica,  Tobago, 
Barbadoes,  and  Jamaica,  the  colo- 
nial legislatures  manifested  symp- 
toms of  opposition  to  the  wishes 
of  the  government.  It  was,  there- 
fere,  deemed  best  to  try  the  plan  in 
one  of  the  conquered  colonies,  they 
being  exclusively  under  the  control 
of  the  crown.  Trinidad  was  fixed  up- 
on for  the  experiment.  Accordingly, 
an  order  in  council  was  issued,March 
10th,  1824,  containing  a  mass  of 
regulations  for  the  slave  population 
of  that    island;    and  which  may 

be  taken,  as  exhibiting  a  correct 
20 
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idea  of  the  system  contemplated 
for  the  others. 

By  this  order,  a  person  was  to 
be  appointed  protector  of  the 
slaves,  who  should  act  as  th^  guar- 
dian of  their  welfare,  as  for  in- 
stance, in  suits  wherein  they  were 
interested.  All  markets  were  to 
be  discontinued  on  Sunday;  and 
no  slaves  to  be  employed  in  la- 
bor, between  sunset  on  Saturday 
and  sunrise  on  Monday.  No  fe- 
males were  to  be  flogged  in  any 
case ;  and  the  punishment  of  whip- 
ping males  was  confined,  to  cases 
of  an  .ofience  committed;  being 
forbidden,  as  an  inducement  to  la- 
bor; and  strict  regulations  were  pro- 
vided^ to  prevent  abuse  in  the  em- 
ployment of  whipping,  as  a  punish- 
ment. To  encourage  marriages, 
it  was  ordered,  that  under  suitable 
restrictions,  they  should  be  solemn- 
,  ized  in  the  forms  of  religion ;  and 
that  in  making  sales  of  slaves,  hus- 
band and  wife  should  not  be  se- 
parated from  each  other,  nor  from 
their  children.  Various  facilities 
were  established,  for  enabling  slaves 
to  accumulate  property ;  and  as  a 
consequence,  a  slave  was  authori- 
sed to  purchase  his  own  freedom, 
or  that  of  his  vnfe,  child,  sister  or 
brother ;  and  if  he  and  his  master 
could  not  agree  on  the  price  of  his 
emancipation,  the  protector  was 
to  arbitrate  between  them.  Final- 
ly, the  oath  of  a  slave  was  made 
admissible,  subject  to  certain  quali- 


fications, in  all  civil  actions  not  af- 
fecting the  interest  of  his  master, 
and  in  all  criminal  cases  not  reacb- 
ing  the  life  of  a  white  person. 

The  humane  regulation  of  this 
new  Code  JYotr,  extended  to  De- 
merant,  Berbice,  and  St.  Liieie, 
as  well  as  Trinidad.  Mr.  Canning 
declared  it  to  be  the  intention  of 
government,  to  ettend  their  plans 
of  improvement  to  the  other 
colonies ;  not  precipitately,  nor  by 
force ;  but  by  the  slow  and  silent 
course  of  temperate,  but  authorita- 
tive admonition. 

With  such  enlightened  views, 
have  the  ministry  commeenced. 
Many  difficulties,  however,  stand 
in  the  way  of  efiecluaUy  intrcMlDciiig 
the  contemplated  reforms.  In  Eng- 
land, all  practicable  plans  of  im- 
provement are  liable  to  be  defeat- 
ed, on  the  one  hand,  by  the  uncal- 
culating  zeal  of  men,  who  seon  to 
be  utterly  regardless  of  the  proper-^ 
ty  and  lives  of  the  whites,  in  their 
ardor  for  the  good  of  the  blacks , 
and  on  the  other,  by  the  firiends  of 
the  West  Indians,  and  by  the 
West  India  proprietors  residing  in 
England. 

A  majority  of  well  infonned  per- 
sons, who  are  unprejudiced  in  the 
question,  see  the  desirableness  of 
elevating  the  condition  of  the 
blacks,  not  merely  on.  the  score  of 
considerations  of  humanity;  but 
for  the  preservation  and  security 
of  the  colonies  themselves.     FiftY 
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jears  tgo,  the  whites  might  have  metropolis,  from  some  of  them,  of 

httle  cause  to  apprehend  the  pro-  the  apprehended  injurious  effects 

babilitj,  or  the  consequences  of  an  of  the  discussions  on  the  subject  in 

insurrection,  compared  with  what  parUament. 

they  DOW  hare.  Hayti  has  arisen  in        Nor  was  much  more  accomplish- 
the  midst  of  the  West  Indies,  and  ed  during  the  last  year.     Indeed, 
gifen  them  a  terrible  example  of  ever  since  the  first  promulgation  of 
what    the    infuriated    blacks  may  the  plans  devised  by  the  mother 
IKMsiUy  do,  should  any  unforeseen  country,  for  meUorating  the  condi- 
^iccideDt  place  arms  in  their  hands,  tion  of  the  blacks,  a  wordy  war- 
iDd  create  hostihty  between  them  fiure  has  been  kept  up  between  the 
and  their  masters.     On  the  neigh-  colonial  legislatures  and  the  minis- 
coring  continent,  too,  a  family  of  try,  which  forcibly  recals  to  mind 
oew  republics,  have  sprung' into  the  stamp-act  remonstrances  of  the 
^ing,  who  do  not  encourage  the  early    stages    of    our    revolution. 
uistitatioD  of  personal  slavery ;  nay.  Without  copying  the  resolutions  of 
^hose  moat  effective  troops   are  all  the  islands,  it  wiU  be  sufficient 
oftratimea  composed  of  the  Aiirican  to  exhibit  what  Jamaica,  the  largest 


Soond    policy,  therefore,    of  the  islands,  has  done. 
^tietates  the  propriety  of  placing  the        The  colonial  house  of  assembly 


of  the  blacks  on  such  a  adjourned  in  December,  afler  an 
^K^tiiig,  that,  neither  trodden  into  unusually  long  session ;  and,  it  is 
^^  earth  by  oppression,  nor  filled  said,  in  perfect  good  humor  with 
^*itli  inpnicticable  ideas  of  liberty,  the  duke  of  Manchester,  the  go- 
^^^^  may  have  such  a  stake  in  the  vemor ;  both  parties  feeling  desi-^ 
^^^^mmonity  as  to  make  sm'e  of  their  rous  of  preserving  harmony,  be- 
to  a  just  and  firm,  but'  tween  the  colony  and  the  govern- 
e^iricious  authority.  ment  at  home.  But  some  of  the 
litde  progress  was  made  in  acts  of  the  session  indicated  a  de- 
1826,  towards  procuring  the  adopt-  cided  hostility  to  the  projected  re- 
ioti  of  the  plan  which  we  have  ex-  form.  Wo  pass  over  the  tempo- 
plained,  by  any  of  the  colonial  le-  rary  refusal  of  the  legislature  to 
They  refused,  for  in-  provide  means,  for  paying  the  cus- 
to  relinquish  the  use  of  the  tom-house  officers  their  salaries,  in 
w\np  IB  a  stimulus  to  labor ;  to  consequence  of  which,  the  duke 
MUt  Sunday  markets  and  Sun-  gave  orders  for  the  temporary  col- 
day  labor ;  or  to  give  their  slaves  lection  of  additional  duties.  We 
oppottomty  of  religious  instructitn.  pass  over,  also,  some  minatory  re- 
presentations also  went  to  the  solves  of  comparatively  small  mo- 
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ment,  to  relate  a  vote,  which,  af-  discreet  in  them  to  pause,  and  ob* 
fecting  the  prominent  subject  of  tain  minute  information  on  the  sub- 
discussion  in  the  colonies,  proba*  ject. 

bly  spoke  the  sentiment,  not  of  Ja-  Cuba,  until  very  recently,  was 
maica  alone,  but  ofher  sister  islands,  the  great  rendezvous  of  Spanish 
The  assembly  unanimously  vo-  forces,  for  the  purpose  of  aggres* 
ted  for  a  memorial  to  be  addressed  sive  warfare  againt  the  insurgent 
to  the  king,  praying  him  to  inter-  colonies.       But  its  policy  is  now 
pose  his  authority,  and  save  the  changed.     Spain  having  been  de- 
colonies  from  ruinr  by  preventing  prived  of  all  her  territory  on  the 
the  introduction  of  measures,  total-  continent,  by  the  surrender  of  the 
ly    inconsistent    with  their    inter-  castle  of  Callao«  in  the  Pacific; 
nal  government,  and  incompatible  and  of  St.  Juan  de  Ullua,  the  last 
«wifti  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  strongholds  of  her  power;  lost  all 
all  classes  of  their  population ;  and  the  means  of  successfully  under- 
farther,  entreating  him,  that,  if  such  taking  offensive  operations^  even  if 
measures  were  again  to  be  submit-  she  could  have  commanded  the  re> 
ted  to  them,  a  definite  pledge  of  quisite    resources   of  troops  and 
equitable  compensation  for  the  sa-  money.     Completely  prostrate,  al 
crifice  of  their  property  should  be  home,  by  means  of  intestine  con- 
given,  previous  to  demanding  their  vulsions,  she  was  fiur  fiom  hav- 
comphance.  ing  the  ability  to  be  any  longer 
Certain  it  is,  the  colonists  are  so  formidable    to    the   now  Spaaiab 
far  in  the  right,  that  infinite  pre*  American  nations.     On  the  con- 
caution  is  necessary,  in  touching  trary,  the  question  with  ber  now, 
the  condition  of  the  black  popula-  was  to  preserve  Cuba  and  Puerto 
tion.    Legislators  living  a  thousand  Rico,  firom  the  fiite  of  the  conti- 
leagues  off,  amid  different  institu-  nental  colonies, 
tions,  a  different  people,  and  with  Those  islands,  owing  to  pecu- 
no    practical    knowledge    of   the  liar    circumstances,    indicate   no 
subject,    may    imagine    they    are  general  desire  to    separate    fimn 
very     philanthropic,    when    they  the  mother  country.     Possessing 


are,  in  truth,  only  enthusiastic,  fireedom  of  trade,  their 
Ere  the  British  parhament  under-  tion  is  flourishing ;  and  their  in- 
take to  force  upon  the  colonies  a  habitants  have,  on  the  whole,  much 
system  of  slave  laws,  which  the  risk  of  loss,  to  balance  what  diey 
colonial  legislatures  declare  to  be  might  gain,  by  a  revolution.  The 
fatal  to  their  security;  it  may  be  authority  of  Spain  attached  to  them 
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/»mit  slightly.     Their  governmeDt  is, 
deed,  as  mild,  probably,  as  their 
'Onditioa  will  admit.     Its  greatest 
lilt,  perhaps,  is  that  it  has  not  had 
power,  or  having  the  power, 
not  the  inclination,  to  repress 
ly  outrages,  which  would  never 
ve  been  suffered  to  exist  under 
firmer  and  better  government 
eoee  the  prevalence  of  piratical 


Colombia  has  more  than  once  been 
confidently  supposed,  to  be  fitting 
out  squadrons  against  Cuba.  Mexi- 
co has  twice  been  publicly  prepa- 
ring forces  for  a  descent ;  and  even 
suffered  her  intentions,  to  be  the  to- 
pic of  parliamentary  discussion  in 
her  congress.  Finally,  the  invasion 
of  Cuba,  it  is  well  known,  was  an 
important  object  of  consideration 


:2peditioiis,  in  which  too  many  of    in  the  congress  of  Panama. 


In  the  United  States,  the  matter 
is  one  of  hardly  less  interest,  than 
it  is  to  the  immediate  parties  them- 
selves. Cuba  is  the  key  of  the 
gulf  of  Mexico.  Its  contiguity  to 
the  coast  of  Florida,  and  its  posi- 
tion as  respects  the  Mississippi, 
make  it  of  vast  importance  to  us, 
that  no  foreign  power,  capable  of 
being  unfriendly  to  us,  should  gain 
possession  of  it.  Our  commercial 
intercourse  with  it,  in  its  present 
political  situation,  is  also  immense  ; 
and  there  is  no  great  cause  to  he^ 
lieve,  that  we  should  be  any  better 
off*  in  this  respect,  were  Cuba  inde- 
pendent. We  should  certainly  be 
greatly  prejudiced  in  our  trade,  if 
it  were  occupied  by  France  or 
England.  Farthermore,  we  sus- 
tain numberless  inconveniences  by 
the  continuance  of  a  war  at  our 
very  doors. 

Hence  the  United  States,  feel- 
ing that,  for  them,  -no  chadge  is  de- 
sirable, in  the  p<^itical  or  cobi- 
mercial  condition  of  Cuba  and 
Puerto  Rico  ;  have  used  the  great- 


iababitants  were  concerned; 

well  as  of  voyages  to  the  Afii- 

ooaat,  for  slaves,  in  violation  of 

treaties  with  England. 

The  minority  of  the  population 

»re,  content  with  sub- 

^ectkNi  to  Spain ;  and  such  of  the 

/reoles  as  are  anxious  for  indepen- 

have  to  yield  to  the  superior 

and  greater  power  of  the 

whether  Creoles  or  Spa- 

rda.    Bendes,  none  can  &il  lo 

^ifcypieciate  the  danger  of  a  riang 

^"^mrig  die  blacks,  if  the  island 

^shoaM  be  shaken  by  civil  war. 

In  the  mean  time,  however,  the 

^isdfectad  in  these  idands,  appear 

^9o  hate  kept  up  a  constant  corres- 

pODdenoe  with  the  independents  in 

Cofendbia  and  Mexico.       These 

two  governments,  naturally  desire 

to  see  Cuba  and  Puarto  Rico  in 

their  own  hands ;    especially,    so 

long  as  their  independence  remains 

unacknowledged  by  Spain.   Henee 

expaditionB  against  the  islands  have 

been  eooatantly  a  subject  of  con- 

nderatkm    among    the    patriots. 
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est  exertions  to  secure  the  islands  to 
Spain,  on  proper  conditions.  Ear- 
ly in  1825,  they  made  overtures  to 
Russia  and  France;  having  for 
their  object,  to  procure  an  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  independence  of 
the  American  republics,  on  the  ba- 
sis of  guaranteeing  to  Spain,  the 
possession  of  Cuba  and  Puerto  Ri- 
co. These  overtures  of  our  govern- 
ment appear  to  have  been  well  re- 
ceived. All  our  information  from 
Europe  authorise  the  belief  that 
the  great  powers  were  favorably 
inclined  towards  peace,  and  would, 
separately  or  conjointly,  give  paci- 
fic counsels  to  Spain.  It  will  be 
understood,  of  course,  that  our 
ministers  at  Madrid,  Mr.  Nelson 
and  Mr.  Everett,  were  not  back- 
ward in  urging  Spain  to  desist  from 
a  contest  injurious  to  her,  and  des- 
perate in  itself,  by  all  the  most  con- 
clusive arguments. 

Under  these  circumstances,  when 
it  was  generally  and  confidently 
rumored  in  the  United  States,  du- 
ring the  last  winter,  that  Colombia 
and  Mexico  Were  fitting  out  a  joint 
expedition  against  Cuba;  our 
government  communicated  to  the 
ministers  of  those  republics,  the 
negotiation  which  it  was  carrying 
on  in  Europe ;  and  urged  upon 
them  the  expediency  of  suspending 
the  contemplated  invasion,  in  the 
actual  posture  of  affairs.  This 
recommendation  coupled  with  other 
causes,   undoubtedlv  had  the  de- 


sired effect)  and  induce 
and  Colombia  to  delay  m 
which  they  might  have 
plated,  upon  Cuba  and  I 

What  influence  the  la 
in  Colombia  and  in  Eur 
have  upon  the  critical  co 
those  islands,  it  is  vain  t 
ture.  Our  government  oc 
see  them  pass  into  the 
France,  or  of  England,  \ 
ference  ;  and  it  is  to  be  hi 
the  united  efforts  of  Ei] 
the  United  States  may  ei 
ing  peace  to  Spain,  and 
of  political  condition  to  C 

Its  affairs  are  said  to  Im 
ministered  by  the  captain 
D.  Francisco  Dionisio  V 
whole  population  is  aboi 
Hon  ;  and  its  revenue  ma' 
mated  from  that  of  Havai 
amounted,  in  the  year  1 
3,025,300  dollars.  Undi 
ficient  management  of  tl 
dant,  Pinillos,  the  financef 
to  be  in  a  flourishing  condi 
have  furnished  the  means  o 
ing  several  expensive  o 
the  Spanish  squadron  ;  an 
mands  for  the  support  of  \ 
fortifications,  and  local 
ment.  In  addition  to  the  1 
val  force,  now  stationed  at 
a  hne  of  battle  ship,  aiu 
smaller  ones,  destined  fi 
are  said  to  be  now  in  pn 
at  home,  out  of  the  exhai 
sources  of  Spain.     Apprc 
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firom  the  enterprise  and  energy  of  The    legislature    consists  of  two 

Com.  Porter,  who  upon  leaving  chambers  ;    the   popular     branch 

the  service   of  the  United  States,  being    elected  by  the   people,   to 

entered  into  that  of  Mexico  ;  may  serve  five  years  ;   and  the  senate 

probably  hasten  their  equipment.  being  elected  by  the  chamber  of 

Next  to  Cuba,  none  of  the  West  deputies,  on  nomination  by  a  triple 
India  islands  has,  deservedly,  com-  list,  from  the  president.  The  sena- 
manded  more  attention,  in  the  tors  are  twenty-four  in  number. 
United  States,  than  Hayti.  Under  chosen  for  nine  years ;  and  being 
the  mild  and  judicious  government  a  permanent  body,  receive  a  salary 
ofRigaud,Petion,andBoyer,thein-  of  8000  francs  each.  They  are 
habitants  of  the  south  and  west  sides  particularly  charged  with  the  affairs 
of  the  island,  long  enjoyed  a  Ufe  of  of  administration! 
contentment,  daily  increasing  in  During  the  early  periods  of  their 
riches  and  information ;  while  the  independence,France  exerted  all  her 
Spaniards  continued  to  hold  the  strength,  to  subdue  them  by  force  ; 
eastern  part ;  and  Christophe  ruled  but  the  climate,  no  less  than  the  de- 
in  the  north  with  a  rod  of  iron,  termined  bravery  of  the  blacks  and 
The  insurrection  of  his  subjects,  mulattoes,  defeated  even  the  disci- 
who  could  not  but  contrast  the  plined  and  victorious  troops  of  Napo- 
rigor  of  his  government,  with  the  leon.  Afler  a  series  of  horrid  scenes 
mildness  of  his  republican  adver-  of  savage  excess,  in  which  both 
sary's,  compelled  Christophe  to  sides  indulged,  the  French  being 
commit  suicide,  to  avoid  the  obliged  to  abandon  the  island  to  its 
vengeance  of  the  insurgents,  and  warlike  defenders,  they  turned 
his  dominions  fell  into  the  hands  their  arms  upon  each  otAer,  and 
of  Boyer.  The  Spanish  part  of  another  succession  of  lamentable 
the  island  was  reduced  in  the  same  events  occurred.  On  every  occa- 
nuuoner ;  partly  by  force  of  arms,  sion,  but  most  when  the  island  was 
but  more  through  the  good  will  of  a  tranquil,  under  Petion,  and  Chris- 
majority  of  its  inhabitants.  tophe,  the  ex-colonists  busily  en- 

The  president  of  Hayti,  as  the  deavored  to  regain  a  foothold  in 

government  is  now  constituted,  is  in  Hayti.  AU  their  secret  attempts 

elected  for  life^  by  the  senate,  with  were  frustrated,  one  by  one  ;  until, 

a  salary  of  200,000  francs.      All  at  length,  afler  Boyer's  accession, 

the  executive  functions  are  vested  negotiations,  for  obtaining  a  recog- 

in  the  president,  who  appoints  to  nition  of  their  independence,  were 

office,  and  nominates  his  successor,  seriously  undertaken  by  the  Hay> 

subject  to  rejection  by  the  senate,  tians. 
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Throughout  the  reign  of  Louis 
XVIII,  it  was  a  favorite  object  of 
his  ministry,  to  regain  authority  in 
Hayti.  At  length,  when  the  Hay* 
tian  government  had  indignantly  re- 
jected several  other  overtures, 
made  by  the  French,  Louis  caused 
Boyer  to  be  informed,  that  he  would 
confirm  the  independence  of  Hayti, 
on  condition  of  being  paid  an 
indemnity'  and  acknowledged  as 
suzerain.  .  Hereupon,  Boyer, 
decidedly  rejecting  the  last  condi- 
tion, intimated  his  willingness  to 
comply  with  the  other ;  and  was 
therefore  invited  to  appoint  an 
agent  to  treat  with  France.  Gen. 
Boye  was  accordingly  despatched 
to  Brussels,  in  1823  ;  but  accom- 
plished nothing.  Urged  again  to 
negotiate,  Boyer  sent  two  agents 
to  France,  in  May,  1824,  Larose, 
and  Rouanez,  with  full  powers  to 
conclude  a  commercial  treaty. 
France  again  renewed  her  demand 
of  external  sovereignty  over  Hayti ; 
and  of  course,  the  negotiations 
were  abruptly  terminated. 

It  would  seem,  however,  from 
the  sequel,  that  some  communica- 
tion was  still  kept  up  between  the 
governments  of  the  two  countries  ; 
for  in  May,  1 825,  baron  de  Mackau, 
of  the  navy,  sailed  from  Rochfort  in 
the  fiigate  Circe,  bearing  despatch- 
es to  the  French  admiral  Jurien, 
commanding  in  the  West  Indie8,and 
with  an  ordinance,  dated  April  1 7tb, 
containing  ^e  following  articles : 


ib 


Charles,  by  the  grace  of 
of  France  and  Navan'e : 
whom  these  presents  ab 
greeting :  C<msidering,&G 
ordained*,  and  do  ordain,  m 

"Art.  1.  The  ports  of  ti 
part  of  St.  Domingo,  in 
the  commerce  of  all  nstti 

"  The  duties  levied  in  ^ 
either  upon  vessels  or  nm 
whether  entering  or  gt 
shall  be.  equal  and  unifin 
flags,  except  for  the  Frem 
favor  of  which,  these  da 
be  reduced  one  half. 

''  2.  The  present  inbi 
the  French  part  of  St  1 
shall  pay  into  the  catMH 
France,  in  five  equal  bm 
firom  year  to  year,  the  inl 
will  become  due,  Decin 
1825,  the  sum  of  150^ 
firancs  destined  to  inifm 
ancient  colonists,  who  d 
an  indemnity. 

"3.  We  grant,  on  the 
tions,  by  the  present  ordi 
the  actual  inhabitants  of  tl 
part  of  the  island  of  St.] 
the  full  and  entire  indepei 
their  government.  Givei 
&c.  CHA& 

Bearing  this  extraordi 
strument,  baron  Mackau 
off  Port  au  Prince,  July3i 
been  arranged,  that  admM 
with  a  powerful  squadroi 
be  in  readiness,  to  hasten 
receiving  notice  to  that  efl 
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If  ackau  appeared  in  sight, 
icers  came  on  hoard  the 
and   conducted  him   to  a 

residence,  in  the  city. 
■ces     were     immecUately 

between  him  and  three 
noners  appointed  by  Boyer, 
It  this  ordinance  as  a  re- 
n  of  independence.  After 
.ys,  they  not  arriving  at  any 
(oyer  liipnself,  took  up  the 
» in  person  ;  and  July  8th, 

0  Mackau,  signifying  his 
nee^  in  the  name  of  the  peo- 
Bayti,  of  the  king's  ordi- 

Boyer,  it  is  said,  consulted 
'  lu  principal  officers,  on 
^ac^who  all  declared  that 
Nud  confide  in  the  wisdom 
Uef  of  the  repubhc. 
r  days  afterwards,  the  sen- 
aned  to  confirm  the  accept- 
*  tbe  ordinance,  according 
iwa  of  tlic  country.     The 

1  was  celebrated  as  a  holi- 
L  mimerous  body  of  troops 
fc  double  hne  from  the  sea 
» the  senate  house.  Baron 
oau,  accompanied  by  admi- 
■I9  and  the  officers  of  his 
I,  which  was  now  in  port, 
ha  ordinance  to  the  senate 
■here  they  were  received 
0  respect  and  ceremony. 
B  ordinance  was  read  and 
id  by  the  senate ;  and  Boyer 
Aely  issued  a  proclamation, 
ong  the  act,  which,  he  said, 
le  fiyrniality  of  a  law  to  the 


political  existence  which  tlie  Hayti- 
ans  had  already  acquired. 

From  that  day,  until  the  twen- 
tieth, when  Mackau  left  Port  au 
Prince,  the  French  were  entertain- 
ed in  a  series  of  brilliant  fetes  ;  by 
which  the  inhabitants  manifested 
their  joy  at  the 'supposed  full  ac- 
knowledgment of  their  independ- 
ence. Three  Haytian  agents, 
Messrs.  Daamee,  Rouanez,  and 
Fremont,  accompanied  the  baron 
de  Mackau  to  France,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  negotiating  a  loan  for  the 
payment  of  the  first  instalment  of 
the  indenmity  ;  which  they  success- 
fully accomplished. 

Meantime,  when  the  French  had 
departed  and  the  rejoicings  of  the 
people  were  over,  they  had  time  to 
reflect  upon  the  nature  of  this  or- 
dinance. In  &ct,  it  contained- no 
renunciation  of  sovereignty.  On 
the  contrary,  it  treated  the  Hay- 
tians  as  subjects.  Charles  did  not 
negotiate  with  Boyer  as  sovereign 
with  sovereign :  but  sold  him  an 
empty,  unsubstantial,  nominal  re- 
cognition of  independence,  at  an 
enormous  price.  Boyer  acquired 
nothing ;  Charles  parted  with  no- 
thing ;  the  whole  was*  in  fact,  an 
elaborate  imposition,  either  upon 
the  French,  or  the  Haytians  ;  and 
so  the  transaction  was  universally 
understood. 

In  France,  the  ministerial  jour- 
nals careftiUy  protested  that  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  ordinance  by  Boy- 
21 
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cr,  was,  in  fact,  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  sovereignty  in  Charles. 
The  net  revenue  of  the  colonists, 
they  calculated,  was  fifteen  mill- 
ions ;  and  ten  years  purchase  being 
a  fair  price  for  land  in  the  Antilles, 
France,  they  said,  had  merely  sold 
her  property  at  itiTjust  price.  The 
king,  using  the  ^11  exercise  of  his 
legitimate  sovereignty,  opens  the 
ports  of  St.  Domingo.  The  in- 
habitants, received  the  king's 
orders  with  respect  and  gratitude  ; 
and  after  a  ftiU  submission  on  their 
part,  he  acknowledges  the  inde- 
pendence of  <A6irgot)erfiMefi<.  Such 
was  the  language  holden  in  France, 
in  reference  to  the  fact.  A  com- 
mission was  immediately  instituted 
there,  having  the  due  de  Levis 
for  president,  to  decide  upon  the 
claims  of  the  ex-colonists  for  in- 
demity  out  of  the  payments  to  be 
made  by  Hayti. 

Boyer  had  deemed  it  expedient  not 
to  print  in  Hayti,  the  pretended  ac- 
knowledgmentofmdependence.  But 
the  subject  necessarily  became,  very 
soon,  the  tdpic  of  conversation, 
and  produced  great  dissatisfaction. 
The  veteran  soldiers,  who  had  bled 
to  achieve  their  independence,  were 
chagrined  to  discover  that,  under 
the  insidious  guise  of  a  recognition 
of  it,  they  had  in  &ct  gained  no- 
thing ;  and  had  substantially  mort- 
gaged the  whole  island  to  France, 
for  the  payment  of  a  heavy  idemnity. 
The  Americans,  English,  and  Ger- 


mans, whose  trade  enabled  tl 
to  prosper,  were  incensed  all 
elusion  of  an  arrangemenl 
sold  the  commerce  of  B 
France.  All,  who  defto 
past  distractions  of  the  < 
and  desired  peace  and  goo( 
apprehended  that  on  soon 
occasion  the  blacks  and  mi 
who  never  had  been  the  m 
dial  friends,  might^^again 
the  island  in  bloodshed. 

Indeed,  Nord,  Prophc 
others,  the  old  black  oiffi 
Christophe,  who  lost  much 
importance  on  his  death,  a 
had  always  been  jealous  of 
being  under  French  influen 
loudly  accused  him  c^  treat 
engaged  in  a  conspiracy  to 
the  mulattoes,in  the  northen 
dissemens.  They  seized,  it 
the  opportunity  of  the  rejOM 
Cape  Haytian,  as  the  ackn 
ment  of  independence,  and  ii 
to  strike  a  decisive  blow  in 
suspecting  moments  of  gem 
tivity.  The  conspiracy  fiuk 
the  want  of  co-operation 
privates  of  the  garrison,  wl 
of  civil  war,  denounced  the 
lutionary  generals.  Boyari 
Gonaives,  when  informed 
plot;  and  immediately  too 
tual  measures  for  supprev 
and  securing  the  principal 
rators. 

The  friends  of  Boyer, 
that  Hayti  gained  a  full  eqi 
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for  what  she  paid,  in  the  advanta- 
ges of  increased  security  to  her 
ports,  and  the  quiet  possession 
oi  property ;  that  she  might  now 
reduce  her  mihtary  force,  and 
eooDomize  in  her  expenses ;  that 
France  was  the  natural  ally  of 
Hi^ti,  and  would  hereafter  faithfully 
support  her  interests  ;  and  that  she 
had  become  entitled  thenceforth  to 
enuideration  in  the  political  world. 
AH  these  advantages,  however,  were 
nominal.  Hayti  was  more  safe 
&Qm  the  dangers  of  invasion  be- 
fiire,  than  after  the  arrangement 
with  France;  and  to  gain  the 
fiieodship  and  commerce  of  her  in- 
felerate  enemy,  she  cast  off  all 
her  steadfiist  friends,  and  burthened 
their  commerce  with  discriminating 
doties. 

Thus  matters  stood  for  a  while. 
Afterwards,  it  was  disclosed  that 
Boyer  had  been  induced  to  accept 
the  ordinance,  only  by  the  addition 
<^  certain  modifications  and  expla- 
nations to  it,  tending  to  make 
the  acknowledgment  of  indepen- 
dence unqualified,  and,  of  course, ' 
satis&ctory  ;  and,  also,  limiting  the 
duration  of  commercial  privileges 
to  the  period  of  five  years.  On 
theae  conditions,  Boyer  accepted 
the  ordinance,  relying  in  the  good 
&idi  of  Charles  X.  to  ratify  the 
doings  of  his  commissioners.  Boy* 
^8  ag^its  went  to  France,  thcre- 
fixe,  not  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
obtuning  a  loan ;  but  to  receive  the 


king's  ratification  of  the  supple- 
mentary articles.  In  eight  months 
his  conmiissioners  returned,  having 
fully  succeeded  in  procuring  a  loan 
for  the  first  instalment ;  but  bring- 
ing a  document,  in  explanation  of 
the  ordinance,  altogether  unsatis- 
factory, and,  in  fact,  a  mere  eva- 
sion. Of  course,  the  Ilaytians. 
who  had  frankly  and  confidingly 
treated  with  the  French,  find- 
ing themselves  deceived,  imme- 
diately conceived  distrust  of  the 
future  intentions  of  their  old 
enemies.  The  government,  there- 
fore, found  itself  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  maintaining  all  its  mili- 
tary force,  as  a  precaution  against 
any  breach  with  France. 

Nor  was  this  all.  Hayti  con- 
tracted to  pay  France  thirty.mil- 
hons  of  francs  annually ;  and  bor- 
rowed, of  French  subjects,  that, 
sum  for  the  first  instalment.  But 
how  was  she  to  fulfil  her  contracts  ? 
The  expenses  of  her  government 
amounted  to  two  and  a  half  mill- 
ions of  dollars  ;  and  Boyer  must, 
consequently,  raise  eight  and  a  half 
millions  every  year,  if  he  would 
pay  the  indemnity.  But  the  whole 
produce  of  the  island  is  not  esti- 
mated at  above  seven  millions ; 
and,  therefore,  Hayti  could  not. 
and  would  not,  prove  able  to  com- 
ply with  her  engagements ;  and 
either  a  new  rupture,  between  the 
two  governments,  would  have  to 
ensue ;  or  France  must  make  an- 


164 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  182&-6. 


other  bargain  with  Hayti,  witlun 
the  means  of  the  latter  to  perform. 

Such  were  the  state  of  things, 
and  speculation  upon  the  subject 
in  Hayti,  when  the  conclusion  of 
the  negotiation  opened  to  them  a 
view  of  the  whole  ground.  France 
seemed,  in  fact,  to  have  overreach- 
ed herself,  as  well  as  Hayti ;  for 
the  subjects  of  France  having  lent 
the  islanders  six  millions,  actually 
had  a  deeper  stake  in  its  welfare 
than  before. 

In  the  fall,  murmurs  of  dis- 
content in  Hayti,  on  account  of  the 
operation  of  the  arrangement  with 
France,  grew  loud  and  constant. 
Its  commerce  was  deplorably  re- 
duced, foreign  goods  high,  and  but 
little  produce  brought  into  market. 
The  government  saw  itself  reduced 
to  the  ruinous  necessity  of  putting 
a  paper  medium  in  circulation  ; 
and  Boyer  issued  a  proclamation, 
declaring  that  it  would  be  done  the 
beginning  of  October.  But  in  con- 
sequence, it  was  said,  of  the  ur- 
gent representations  of  the  foreign 
merchants,  this  disastrous  scheme 
was  at  least  suspended.  The  go- 
vernment finding  its  situation  alto- 
gether precarious,  summoned  a 
meeting  of  the  generals  command- 
ing the  different  arrandUsemens^ 
to  devise  measures  for  relieving 
the  pubhc  embarrassments.  In 
consequence  of  this  call,  the  ge- 
nerals and  principal  military  offi- 
cers of  the  republic  assembled  at 


Port  au  Prince,  in  the  latter 
part  of  November ;  and  the  stand, 
which  the  government  was  re- 
solved to  take,  soon  became  pab- 
lic. 

During  the  last  sununer,  the  po- 
litical circles  in  France  began  to 
apprehend  a  difficulty  with  Hay& 
No  commercial  treaty  had  as  yet 
been  concluded  with  that  islaiid. 
The  French  accused  the  Ameri- 
cans and  English  of  strenuously  en- 
deavoring to  excite  the  suspicions 
of  the  Haytians  against  France, 
and  to  obtain  a  monopoly  of  their 
trade.  The  Americans  and  Eng(- 
lish,  on  the  other  hand,  replied, 
with  great  justice,  that  all  they  want- 
ed, was  exact  equality  in  the  trade 
for  all  nations,  and  exclusiTe  pri- 
vileges for  nohe  ;  that  the  French 
had  impoverished  Hayti,  and  driven 
away  all  other  nations  from  tiie  is* 
land,  by  an  arrangement,  to  which 
they  had  only  obtained  Beyer's  con- 
sent,by  assurances,  which  they  never 
intended  to  fulfil ;  and  that  it  was 
the  right  of  Hayti,  as  it  was  her 
interest  and  duty,  to  annul  the 
whole  contract. 

Rumors  now  prevailed,  dint 
England  was  actually  negotiating 
a  commercial  treaty  with  Hayti. 
Connected  therewith,  was  a  re- 
port, which  greatly  alarmed  the 
French  merchants,  that  the  half 
duties  in  their  favor  would  cease  at 
the  expiration  of  the  year,  and  all 
vessels  be  admitted  on  equal  fi>ot> 
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log.    This  rejport  was  confinned  ting  out  in  Brest,  as  destined  to  be 

by  the  actual  arrival  of  the  British  sent  on  this  service.   Should  France 

agent  in  England,  carrying  home  a  again   attempt    the    reduction    of 

treaty  of  commerce.  Hayti    by  force,   she   may   occa- 

Let  us  now  return  to  Hayti  it-  sion  the  inhabitants  of  the  island 
self,   where,  early  in  December,  much  misery ;  -but  she  will  find  the 
every  thing  indicated  a  state  of  pre-  spirit  of  ihdependence,  which  ani- 
paration  for  defence.    The  govern-  mated    Toussaint   and  Dessalines 
meat  removed  their  cannon  and  not  yet  extinct ;  and  her  troops  will 
ammunition  to  the  mountains,  ap-  have  to  contend  with  the  same  de- 
pearing  determined  upon  some  de-  vouring  climate,  which  annihilated 
dsive    measures.      It   was    soon  the  veteran  army  of  Le  Clerc. 
made  known,  that  Boyer  had  con-        We  subjoin  a  single  remark,  in 
eluded  a  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  regard    to  the  islands    belonging 
and  declined  continuing  to  France  to  the  smaller   European  powers, 
the  privilege  of  paying  only  half  Whilst  England  is  drawing  tighter 
duties.     Of  course,  th^  inhabitants  the  bonds  of  metropolitan  subjec- 
jiBtly  feared  this  decision  of  the  tion ;  and,  amid  many  professions 
Haytian  government,  might  lead  of    regard    for    the  principles  of 
to  collision  with  France.     To  pro-  modem  commerce,  is    maintain- 
tect  the  citizens  of  their  respective  ing  the    old  monopoly   doctrines 
countries,  in  case  of  hostilities,  the  of  colonial  policy ;  Holland^  Den- 
American   and  British  squadrons  mark  and  Sweden,  are  wisely  con- 
in  the  West  Indies,  have  been  or-  suiting  the  welfare  of  their  West 
dered  to  visit  the  ports  of  Hayti,  as  India  possessions,  by  making  nearer 
aneoessary  measure  of  precaution,  and  nearer  approaches  to  the  al- 

Whatthe  determination  of  France  lowance  of  a  free  trade  between 
may  have  been,  on  receiving  intel-  them  and  foreign  countries.  The 
ligence  of  these  facts,  remains  un-  introduction  of  such  liberal  maxims 
known.  It  is  not  improbable  she  in  those  islands,  is,  fi'uitful  of  ad- 
will  endeavor  to  enforce  the  pro-  vantage  to  them ;  while  it  benefits, 
visions  of  her  ordinance ;  and  con-  though  in  a  less  degree,  the  com- 
jecture  points  to  the  fleet  now  fit-  merce  of  the  United  States. 
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We  devote  a  large  space  to  the 
coDsideratioii  of  the   eight  inde- 
peodent  states  of  Spanish  America. 
Ilieir  recent  existence— the  simi- 
kiitf  of  their  origin  and  institu- 
tioDB  to  our  own — their  commu- 
mty  of  interest  with  ourselves,  in 
ouy  remarkable  respects, — con- 
idtute  claims,  on  our  attention,  of 
'  the    strongest  description.       As 
eoiancipated    colonies,  it   should 
be^  we  trust  it  is,  their  aim,  to 
ibond,  and  establish  an  American 
policy  of  hberty,  an  American  inter- 
national law  of  justice,  which  may 
stand  in  contrast,  forever,  with  the 
prindples  upheld  by  the  sovereign- 
ties of  Europe.     Our  retrospect  of 
their  late  history,  will  not,  universal- 
ly, present  a  cheering  picture'of  their 
[public   advancement.     Some  less 
gratdhl  events  have  happened,  in- 
separable from  the  unsettled  con- 
^  dition  of  certain  districts,  and  the 
Newness  of  •alL,  in  the  important 
Ibnctions  of  self-government.     Be- 


ginning with  Mexico,  we  shall  pro- 
ceed through  Central  America,  and 
passing  by,  in  this  chapter,  the 
repubhcs  of  Colombia,  Peru,  and 
Bolivia,  conclude  with  a  brief  notice 
of  Chili,  Paraguay,  and  the  provin- 
ces of  Rio  de  la  Plata. 

Mexico  commenced  her  career  of 
independence,  under  un&vorable 
auspices.  But  in  1825,  she  was  hap- 
pily freed  of  the  usurper  Iturbide, 
and  after  having  established  a  re- 
presentative federal  republic,  anala- 
gous,  in  essential  points,  to  our 
own ;  she  had  completed,  and 
crowned  her  work,  by  electing 
general  Guadalupe  Victoria,  as 
first  president  of  the  republic.  His 
sufferings  in  the  cause  of  liberty, 
which  he  was  among  the  first  to 
assert,  and  never  for  a  moment, 
abandoned,  conspired,  with  his 
high  reputation  for  talents,  courage^ 
integrity,  and  patriotism,  to  singlo 
him  out,  for  this  eminent  distinction 
He  entered  upon  the  duties  of  ad- 
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ininisteriDg  the  government,  with 
happy  prospects.  No  intestine  dis- 
cords, of  any  moment,  disturbed  the 
tranquillity  of  a  republic,  which  was 
firmly  attached  to  its  free  institu- 
tions, and  resolved  in  its  hostility  to 
the  Spanish  dominion. 

The  first  constitutional  congress 
convened  January  1st,  1825,  and 
continued  its  session  until  the  close 
of  May,  assiduously  engaged  in  the 
organization  of  the  government, 
and  the  settlement  of  the  multifa- 
rious affairs,  growing  .out  of  its  re- 
cent creation.  On  its  termination, 
the  president  exhibited  a  view  of 
the  national  condition,  showing  that 
its  credit  was  good,  at  home,  and 
abroad,  and  tlie  work  of  consolida- 
ting its  domestic  and  foreign  rela- 
tions, steadily  advancing.  Its  ex- 
traordinary session  was  also  holden 
in  August  of  the  same  year. 

The  Spanish  ship  of  the  line 
Asia,  and  brig  Constantia,  which 
cruised  on  the  Pacific  side  of  Mexi- 
co, had,  in  tlie  earlier  part  of  the 
year,  excited  some  apprehension. 
But  in  time  tliey  both  surrendered 
to  the  Mexicans,  on  condition,  that 
the  crew  should  be  paid  all  the 
arrears,  due  them  ]from  Spain,  and 
have  permission  cither  to  reside  in 
any  part  of  Mexico,  or  go  else- 
where, at  their  option.  These  con- 
ditions the  republic  -strictly  per- 
formed. 

Mexico,  having  her  independence 
rocoenized  by  Grcot  Britain,  ami 


the  United  States,  and  bei] 
internally,  saw  nothing  t 
hend  from  Spain.  But  th 
still  retained  possession  of 
tie  of  St.  Juan  de  UUua,  wk 
manded  the  valuable  8C 
Vera  Cruz  ;  and  the  Mexk 
all  their  strength  to  effect  i 
tion.  The  inhabitants 
Cruz,  having  deserted  U 
the  garrison  depended  n 
Cuba  for  their  supplies, 
commander^  Coppinger, 
trcmc  folly,  and  obstinai 
mined  to  hold  out,  a  uad 
to  the  last.  Accordic 
Mexicans  erected  strong 
tions  on  the  island  of.  Si 
within  a  few  miles  of  th 
and  established  a  close 
by  means  of  a  naval  i 
which  completely  depri 
castle  of  succor.  In  Be 
the  situation  of  the  gan 
become  so  desperate,  thai 
expedition  was  fitted  out,  a 
for  their  relief,  having  a  i 
ment  of  troops,  and  provi 
six  months.  Laborde  co 
the  fleet,  which  consistei 
frigate  Sabina,  two  largi 
and  other  vessels,  amply 
to  overpower  the  Mexicai 
fortunately,  a  few  days 
fleet  set  sail,  it  met  with 
gale  from  the  north,  w 
masted  the  fjrigate,  and 
her  whole  convoy.  The  i 
now  prepared  to  resist  \ 
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sliould  it  again  assemble  ;  and  by 
die  middle  of  December,  the  garri- 
reduced  to  a  handful  of 
1,  in  a  famishing  state.  Cop- 
r,  accordingly,  asked,  and 
^pbtained,  honorable  terms  of  ca- 
p^itulation,  and  surrendered  the 
to  the  Mexicans,  Decern- 
SOtfa.  The  Spaniards  \eh  the 
with  the  honors  of  ^war, 
at  Vera  Cruz,  and  were 
to  Havana  by  the  con- 
iOerors.  This  event  utterly  anni- 
>^  Tilted  all  the  remains  of  Spanish 
^KtRhoritj  in  Mexico. 

The  English  minister,  Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Poinsett,  the  American, 
fiublkly  accredited  in  June,  in 
preseoee  of  all  the  principal 
<5ilizen8,  and   foreigners ;  and  the 
occasion  was  celebrated,  as  a  testi- 
Vlonial  of  the  admission  of  Mexico 
te  Hi  place  among  nations.     Both 
MaisterB  proceeded  to   negotiate 
^v^vdea  with  Mexico,  for  their  re- 
ipeetife  governments ;   but  the  im- 
portance   of  the  subject,  and    a 
dttrence  in  regard  to  some  essen- 
tia points,  delayed  their  comple- 
tion for  some  time. 

Mexico  was  fixed  upon,  by  the 
tnt  congress,  as  the  federal  capital. 
TUb  decision  of  congress  occa- 
■MNwd  much  dissatisfaction  in  the 
city;  and  threatened  serious  un- 
enness  ;  but  ended  in  merely  a 
Swmal  protest  against  the  act,  on 
Ae  part  of  the  state  of  Mexico. 


Considering  the  persecutions  en- 
tailed on  the  free  masons,  for  their 
connexion  with  the  Spanish  consti- 
tution, the  installation  of  a  grand 
lodge  at  Mexico,  in  September, 
deserves  to  be  mentioned.  It  was 
composed  of  men  among  the  first 
in  the  republic,  for  station  or  cha- 
racter, and  Mr.  Poinsett,  the 
American  minister,  presided  over 
the  ceremonies. 

At  the  assembling  of  the  Mexican 
congress,  in  January,  1826,  a  com- 
plete exposition  of  the  affairs  of 
the  nation,  was  given  by  the  se- 
veral heads  of  department ;  exhibit- 
ing a  circumstantial  statement  of 
its  domestic  and  foreign  condition. 
At  that  time,  Gomez  Pedraza  was 
secretary  of  war ;  Miguel  Ramos 
Arizpe,  of  justice  and  ecclesias- 
tical affairs  ;  and  Sebastian  Cama- 
cho,  of  exterior  and  interior  rela- 
tions. 

The  military  forces  then  consist- 
ed of  a  ship  of  the  line,  a  frigate, 
a  corvette,  six  brigs,  four  schooners, 
and  eight  gun  boats,  for  the  sea ; 
and  for  the  land,  22,750  standing 
troops,  and  21,577  effective  militia. 
The  duties  of  the  latter  have  been 
chiefly  defensive.  Great  exertions 
are  making  by  the  government,  to 
provide  means  for  the  education  of 
officers,  in  which  the  chief  defici- 
ency of  their  military  force  consists. 

Mexico  had  exchanged  diploma- 
tic agents  with  the  United  State«. 

59 


170  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1825—6. 

• 

Colombia,  Great  Britain,  and  the  improTement,     animated     by    tlu 

Netherlands;  and  her  independence  spirit  of  a  regulated  freedom,  wxm 

was  recognized  by  Prussia.  content  with  a  government  of  thm 

Its  ecclesiastical  affairs  were  un-  choice,  and  a  constitution  of  thei 

settled,  in  consequence  of  the  im-  own  creation.      Efforts  are  makiii] 

politic    compliance  of  Leo  XII.  for  facilitating  internal  intercounc 

with  the  representatives  of  Spain  ;  by  roads  and  canals ;  public  inatiti] 

and    his    consequent  interference  tions  for  the  purposes  of  educalio 

with  the  question   of  its  national  and    beneficence    are    protected 

independence.     The  catholic  reli-  agriculture,  commerce,  and  doma 

gion  being  establbhed  in  Mexico  tic  industry  are  fostered,  and  b^ 

by  the  constitution,  the  government  to  manifest  tlie  wholesome  inflo 

have  despatched  a  minister  toRome,  cnces  of  liberty  ;    the  working  c 

to  negotiate  an  arrangement  with  the  mines  is  encouraged ;  and  ever 

the  apostohc  see.     But  some  ap<  thing,  in  fine,  is  done,  which,  in  111 

prehensions  of  the  event  are  enter-  present  circumstances  of  the  coin 

tained,  owing  to  the   anti-liberal  try,  a  wise  and  upright  govermnei 

principles  of  the  present  pope,  who  can  devise  and  accomplish,  to  ei 

has  addressed  a  circular  letter  to  the  able  the  nation  to  enjoy  the  inYah 

Mexican  ecclesiastics,  idly  exhort-  able  blessings  of  liberty, 

ing  them  to  submit  again  to  the  In  May,  1826,  the  govermnei 

Spanish  yoke.     Should  he  continue  passed  a  decree,  abolishing  for  eve 

to  favor  Spain  so  unreasonably,  it  all  titles  of  nobiUty,  and  orderin 

may  end  in  the  total  subversion  of  the  escutcheons,  arms,  and  othi 

the  papal  authority,  over  the  church  symbols,  which  suggested  the  fo: 

of  Mexico.  mer    dependance  of  Mexico    c 

In  addition  to  its  dependant  ter-  Spain,  to  be  destroyed.     Anothi 

ritories,  the  Mexican  republic  con-  important    act,  was  a  resolutio 

sists  of  nineteen  confederate  states,  never  to  treat  with  any  power,  nc 

most  of  which  have  already  organi-  recognizing  the  national  freedom 

zed  constitutions  of  their  own  ;  and  and  farther,  never  to  congent  i 

all    are    sedulously    engaged,    in  give  Spain  any  indemnity  or  oChc 

imitation  of  the    general  govern-  recompense,  to  induce  her  to  ac 

ment,  in  consolidating  and  regula-  knowledge    the    independence  i 

ting  their  respective  concerns.  Mexico.  Severe  punishments  wei 

With  respect,  generaUy,  to  the  enacted  against  any  persons,  wli 

internal  condition  of  Mexico,  wc  should  propose  or  promote,  puUid 

may  observe  that  it  has  a  popula-  or  privately,  any  thing  contrary  i 

tion  steadily  advancing  in  public  the  spirit  of  these  resolutions.  Sue 
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decided  and  express  acts  on  this  pendcnce  of  Mexico.     Neither  of 

point,  were  probably   induced  by  these  incidents  can  be  of  sufficient 

apprehension    of  the    efforts    of  importance,    to  affect  the  public 

France  to  procure  Spain  some  con-  peace,  or  interfere  with  the  general 

sideration  for   acquiescing  in  the  welfare  and  security  of  the  repub- 

loss  of  her  supremacy  in  America,  lie. 

So  long  ago  as  March,   1825,  The  Mexican  congress,  which 
General  Santa  Anna  projected  an  assembled    September    15th,    for 
iovafiion  of  Cuba,  from  the  nearest  some  objects  of  merely  domestic 
coast  of  Mexico  ;  but  the  design  importance,  terminated  its  extra- 
was,  for  that  time,  abandoned.     At  ordinary  session,  December  27th. 
a  later  period,  troops  were  assem-  Its  constitutional  period  of  service 
bled  in  the  province  of  Yucatan,  expired    with    that    session ;    and 
with  which  it  was  contemplated  to  General  Victoria,  in  his  speech  on 
land  in  Cuba,  and  to  serve  as  a  the    occasion,    congratulated    the 
rallying  point  for  the  inhabitants  of  congress  on  the  valuable  effect  of 
that  island,  who  might  choose  to  its  labors.      It  found .  the  republic 
adopt  tlie  cause  of  liberty.      To  new  and  untried  ;  and  left  her  re- 
avoid  the  risk  of  failure,  however,  spected  and  great  in  her  exterior 
the   president  designed  to  act  in  relations,    and  affording   practical 
concert  with  Bohvar,  and  to  under-  proof  of  the  excellence  of  her  insti- 
take  a  joint  expedition,  in  case  the  tutions,  in  her  domestic  concerns, 
congress  should  lend  their  sanction.  The  territory  now  distinguished 
The  assemblage  of  troops,  therefore  as  the  republic  of  Central  Amebi- 
was  in  anticipation  of  such  a  con-  ca,  the  principal  province  of  which 
cert.      Bolivar^s    occupations    in  is  Guatemala,  threw  off  the  Spanish 
Peru,  and  the  subsequent  events  in  yoke  in    1821.      Guatemala    was 
Colombia,  combining  with  other  then  desirous  of  existing  as  a  sepa- 
causes,  must  have  caused  the  de-  rate  government ;  but  became  uni- 
sign  to  be  again  relinquished.  ted,  by  the  intrigues  and  military 
At  the  close  of  the  year,  disturb-  power  of  Iturbide,  to  the  short  lived 
ances  existed  in  the  state  of  So-  Mexican  empire  of  that  misguided 
nora,  where  the  ravajfes  committed  man.      On     Iturbide's    downfall, 
by  the  Yaquis  indians  were  severe,  Guatemala  raised  the  standard  of 
and  it  required  great  exertions  on  independence  anew.  Its  inhabitants 
the  part  of  the  government  to  sub-  immediately  assembled  a  constitu- 
doe  the  insurgents.  In  the  territory  ent    assembly,  which    aft6r   long 
of  Texas,    also,    tlie    inhabitants  deliberation,    framed   a    constitu- 
lately  have  proclaimed  their  inde-  tion  for  thp  states,  proposed  to 
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be  included  in  the  confederacy.  The  the  wisdom  of  the  executive  df 

constitution  was  completed  Novem-  partment. 

ber22d,  1824,  and  is  in  general  a  During  the  session,  intelligenc 

close  imitation  of  the  constitution  was  received  of  the  patriot  victoiic 

of  the  United  States.     Therepub-  in  Peru;    on   the  communicatio 

lie  consists  of  five  original  states  ;  of  which    by  the   executive,  tli 

Guatemala,    Salvador,  Honduras,  members  arose  simultaneously  wan 

Nicaragua,  and  Costa  Rica,  and  shouted  independence  and  B<dm] 

one  new  one,  Chiapa.      By   the  Of  the  political  concerns  of  fl 

constitution,  the  republic  is  federal,  republic,  a  full  exposition  was  give 

the  supreme  power  being  vested  in  in  the  president's  message  at  di 

a  legislature,  and  president  elected  opening  of  the  second  congresi 

by  the  people.     The  legislature  is  March  1st,  1826.     In  its  (breig 

composed  of  two  branches ;  name-  relations,  he  said,  the  prospeeta  t 

ly,  a  senate  containing  two  mem-  the  country,  were  auspicious.     I 

bers  for  each  state  ;  and  an  assem-  independence  had  been  recogniii 

bly  to  which  every  30,000  inhabi-  by  Great  Britain,  and  the  Nethe 

tants,  send  a  representative.     The  lands,  in  Europe,  and  by  all  the  r 

president  b  elected  for  a  term  of  publican  nations  of  America.    Di 

four  years.      The  constitution  abo-  putes  existed  with  Mexico,  grawiE 

lishes  slavery,  and  guarantees  per-  out  of  their  former  temporaiy  coi 

sonal  freedom  and  the  liberty  of  the  junction;  but  these  were  in  ti 

press.     Each  state    has   its  own  course  of  speedy  adjustmoiL     L 

local  government.  ternaUy,  the  situation  of  the  com 

The  constituent  assembly,  was  try  was  prosperous,  and  at  tfa 

dissolved  in  February,  1825,  and  time  tranquil,  excepting  the  reli 

succeeded  by  the  first  federal  con-  of  disturbance  in  Nicaragua,  whan 

gre88,which  the  ensuing  April,swore  state  alone  had  not  completed  i 

to  maintain  the  new  constitution,  constitution. 

D.  Manuel  Jose  Arce,  was  elected  Scarcely  any  one  of  the  new  r 

fint  president  of  the  republic.     A  publics  is  more  economical  tb 

salary  of  10,000  dollars  was  assign-  Central    America.      In   order  i 

ed  him  ;  2,000  to  each  senator  ;  make  the  governipent  more  popi 

and  1,200  to  each  representative.  lar,  some  of  the  taxes  were  mm 

The  president's  discourse  on  the  cessarily  and  imprudently  abolia 

organization   of  the  congress,  in-  ed ;  and  a  loan  of  seven  miBio 

culcated    sound    republican    doc-  and  a  half  became  necessary  to  t 

trines,  and  inspired  confidence  in  establishment  of  the  republic.     1 
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expenses,  however,  are  small,  not 
exceeding  600,000  doUars ;  and 
the  revenue  derived  from  powder, 
postage,  tobacco,  and  customs, 
will  suffice  to  meet  all  its  wants. 

In  June  last,  the  government  of 
Central  America,  ratified  a  contract 
with  a  company  in  the  United 
for  constructing  a  ship- 
across  the  isthmus,  through 
lake  of  Nicaragua,  so  as  to 
the  two  oceans ;  the  naviga- 
n  of  the  canal  to  be  open  to  all 
utral  and  fiiendly  nations,  on  the 
yment  of  a  stipulated  toll,  and  to 
protected  by  the  naval  forces  of 
e  republic.  There  is  reason,  to 
,  however,  that  this  object,  de- 
^vable  as  it  is,  may  not  be  accom- 


During  the    last  year,  colonel 
illiama,  the  American  charge  des 
in  Central  America,  con- 
fided a  treaty  between  that  re- 
'^^Mc  and  the  United  States,  of  the 
liberal  character. 
The  Pbovinces  of  the  Rio  bs 
FhATA^  were  among  the  first 
Ui  Spanish  America,  to  claim  and  to 
ichieve  their  independence ;    but 
of  the  various  forms  of  government, 
which  they  have  tried,  none  was  at- 
tended with  complete  success.  For 
two  years  past,  a  constituent  con- 
gi€H  has  exercised  the  principal 
functions  of  government,  whilst  de- 
liberating on  such  a  constitutional 
system,  as  may  unite  the  voices  of 
the  inhabitants.      In  April,  1825, 


the  committee  on  constitutional 
afiairs,  not  having  yet  succeeded  in 
arranging  a  plan  to  their  own  satis- 
&ction,  congress  passed  a  vote 
urging  them  to  a  speedy  decision. 
This  body  had  deemed  it  necessary, 
when  they  decided  upon  a  imion  of 
the  provinces  which  they  represent- 
ed, to  ask  each  of  the  states  for  a 
recognition  of  their  powers.  Pur- 
suing the  same  course  now,  they 
resolved,  in  June,  to  apply  to  all 
the  provinces  for  an  opinion,  con- 
cerning the  form  of  constitution 
which  each  preferred,  to  be  dcUbe- 
rated  upon  and  decided  in  their  re- 
spective local  legislatures. 

Much  delay  ensued,  in  obtaining 
the  determination  of  the  several 
provinces  ;  which  decided,  some  in 
favor  of  a  central  form  of  govern- 
ment, like  that  of  Colombia,  some 
of  a  federative,  like  Mexico,  and 
the  United  States.  It  was  not  until 
June,  1 826,that  the  committee  were 
able  to  report  on  the  subject ;  and 
their  report  was  in  favor  of  a  cen- 
tral consolidated  form  of  govern- 
ment. An  elaborate  statement  of 
their  reasons  was  published  by  the 
committee,  which  are  more  spe- 
cious than  conclusive,  because  the 
experience  of  the  other  republics  of 
Spanish  America,  distinctly  recom- 
mends the  federative  system.  A 
justly  celebrated  man  of  letters. 
Dr.  Funes,  b  said  to  be  chairman 
of  the  constitutional  conunittee. 
We  hope  that,  on  farther  consi- 
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deration,  tbey  may  revise  their 
opinion,  and  renouncing  central- 
ism, adopt  a  form  of  union,  which 
possesses  stronger  hold  on  the 
feelings  of  an  American. 

In  the  commencement  of  these 
discussions,  the  executive  ftinctions 
of  the  Argentine  republic,  were 
entrusted  to  the  local  government 
of  Buenos  Ayrcs.  Notwithstanding 
the  disproportionate  exertions  and 
sacrifices  made  by  this  province, 
great  jealousy  of  its  intentions  ex- 
isted in  the  more  distant  provinces, 
who  dreaded  the  influence  of  its 
greater  relative  strength.  Conscious 
of  this  feeling,  the  government  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  demanded  of  con- 
gress to  be  relieved  from  the 'func- 
tions of  the  executive  authority. 
This  request  was  unanimously  re- 
fused by  the  legislature,  who  pro- 
fessed their  entire  satisfaction  with 
the  zeal  and  integrity  of  the  state  of 
Buenos  Ayres.  Congress,  how- 
ever, appreciated  the  necessity  of 
establishing  a  national  executive, 
which  they  appointed  so  soon  as 
they  found  it  practicable.  D.  Ber- 
nardino Rivadavia,  late  minister  in 
Great  Britain,  whose  talents,  ex- 
perience, and  patriotism,  every  way 
qualified  him  for  the  office,  was 
chosen  president  of  the  united  pro- 
vinces, February  7th,  1826,  and 
the  next  day  formally  instaUed  by 
the  congress.  Among  the  great 
officers  of  government  immediately 
appointed,  were  Francisco  de  Cniz, 


minister  of  foreign  relation 
los   de  Alvear^  of   war; 
Soler,  commander  in  chiefl 

Events  which  occurred  ii 
terior,  previous  to  the  wi 
Brazil,  showed  how  neca 
was  to  hasten  the  organis 
the  constitutional  govemmc 
Cordova,  the  legislature  r 
elected  one  of  their  numbi 
tinez,  as  governor  to  snce 
incumbent,  D.  Juan  Bautii 
tos,  who,  nevertheless,  bei 
ported  by  the  military,  fyn 
tained  possession  of  the  i 
authority.  A  conspiracy  wi 
ed  in  Mendoza,  which  the 
mcnt  suppressed  before  it  l 
for  explosion.  But  in  C 
they  were  less  fortunate.  ' 
faction,  headed  by  a  prieit 
Astorga,  arrested  the  g 
Carrel,  who  was  obliged  I 
Mendoza ;  and  was  not  i 
but  by  the  assistance  of  t 
gress,  who  sent  a  force  t 
aad  disperse  the  insurgenta 

We  shall  relate  the  ori 
progress  of  the  war  in  tb 
Oriental,  on  arriving  at  tb 
of  Brazil.  From  the  verj  i 
ments  of  the  rising  there, 
anticipated  at  Buenos  Ayr 
if  Pedro  persisted  in  claimj 
province,  a  war  must  ensue, 
rations  were  therefore  unc 
in  May,  for  gradually  niee 
exigencies  of  the  probaU 
Conflfrcss  ordered  the  siipp 
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hoe  of  defence  along  the  river  Uru- 
futy ;  tod  published  a  law  for  or- 
ganizinf  a  national  anny  of  7599 
men,  and  apportioning  the  levies 
among  the  several  provinces.    But 
neither  the  finances  nor  the  politi- 
cil  condition  of  the  republic,  sanc- 
tkm  the  war  in  which  it  is  now  in- 
foM.  We  appreciate  the  feelings 
of  sympathy  for  the  Orientalists, 
winch  induced  the  government  to 
Uke  their  part,  and  endeavor  to 
rescue  them,  from  the  odious  do- 
nunion  of  Brazil.   But,  considering 
W  greatlj  the  contest  retards  the 
ooral  advancement  of  the  people, 
^  consolidation  of  their  govern- 
iient,  the  aetdement  and  cultivation 
of  the  coimtrj,  we  hope  it  may  be 
speedily  terminated  by  the  media- 
te of  those  powers,  whose  com- 
'■c^ree  it  interrupts. 

Cmu  continues  in  an  unsettled 
stifte,  although,  at  the  close  of  the 
^  year,  a  prospect  of  better  things 
opened.  In  February,  1825,  great 
cxeitement  was  produced  by  the 
^iiCovery  of  an  attempt  to  assassin- 
^  two  deputies,  D.  Joaquim 
^^mfino,  and  D.  Bernardo  Vera ; 
vid,  on  investigating  the  matter, 
"^eral  other  deputies  were  found 
^  be  involved  in  a  plot  to  commit 
^  nuider. 

In  Jaly,  the  director,  D.  Ramon 

Ffeire,  summoned  a  meeting  of  a 

cooBtiEtiient  congress,  to  be  holden 

«t  Santiago,  in  September. 

Two  popular  commotions  occur- 


red in  tlie  autunm,  which  threaten- 
ed to  end  in  civil  war,  but  were  at 
length  suppressed.  One  of  them 
was  at  Valparaiso,  arising  out  of 
opposition  to  some  of  the  measures 
of  the  minister  of  finance,  which 
made  it  necessary  for  the  director 
to  call  out  the  troops.  At  Santiago, 
about  the  same  time,  the  represen- 
tatives of  that  province  attempted  to 
assume  the  whole  authority  of  the 
government;  designmg,  it  was 
said,  to  remove  Freire,  and  re- 
appoint the  ex-director  O'Higgins. 
A  majority  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
also  of  the  troops,  together  with  the 
liberal  party  in  the  congress,  ad- 
hering to  Freire,  he  dissolved  the 
congress,  and  banished  eleven  of 
the  persons  who  had  been  most 
active  in  the  fiictious  designs. 

Most  ofthe  misfortunes  of  Chili, 
were  caused  by  the  embarrassed 
state  of  her  finances,  burdened  with 
immense  debts,  and  managed  by 
unskilfiil  or  corrupt  men.  But, 
notwithstanding  all  the  unfavorable 
circumstances,  in  her  condition,  she 
succeeded,  this  year,  in  completmg 
her  liberation  from  Spain.  Chiloe, 
which,  like  Callao,  and  St.  Juan  de 
UUua,  held  out  against  the  patriots, 
long  after  any  beneficial  purpose 
could  be  answered  by  it,  surren- 
dwed,  by  capitulation,  January 
15th,  1826.  It  w^  stipulated, 
that  the  province  of  Chiloe,  should 
be  incorporated  with  the  repubUc 
of  Cluli,  as  an  integral  part  thereof ; 
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and  that  its  iDhabitants  should  par- 
ticipate in  all  the  privileges  of  Chi- 
lians. The  staff  and  troops  of  the 
Spanish  army,  might  remain  in  Chili, 
subject  to  its  laws,  or  go  elsewhere, 
as  they  saw  fit ;  and  the  prisoners, 
on  both  sides,  were  set  at  liberty. 

The  constituent  congress  was  in- 
stalled July  4th,  and  immediately 
decreed  to  adopt  the  federal  system 
as  the  basis  of  its  constitution  of 
government.  Meanwhile  the  di- 
rector, Freire,  transmitted  a  mes- 
sage to  the  congress,  requesting  to 
be  relieved  from  the  executive  func- 
tions; in  consequence  of  which, 
acbniral  Blanco,  was  temporarily 
elected  to  the  office  of  president. 
At  the  last  accounts,  the  congress 
was  proceeding  with  much  unani- 
mity and  steadiness  of  purpose,  in 
the  political  organization  of  the 
nation.  The  committee  oi^  the  con- 
stitution, were  pursuing  their  labors, 
and  ere  long,  the  result  of  them  was 
to  be  presented  to  congress,  in  a 
form,  more  or  less  consonant  to  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Chiloc,  also,  which,  subsequent  to 
its  capture  from  the  royalists,  had 
revolted  in  favor  of  the  ex-director, 
0*Higgins,  was  recovered,  and  the 
insurrection  of  the  troops  effectually 
suppressed  and  punished.  It  was 
universally  said  in  Chili,  that  the 
revolt  was  instigated  by  exiled  Chi- 
lians, at  Lima,  acting  under  the 
advice  of  Bolivar,  for  the  alleged 
purpose  of  substituting  a  strong 


consolidated  govemmeDt 
of  Bolivia,  described  here 
remedy  for  the  anarchy,  ti 
more  liberal  government 
the  Chilians.  Most  of  i 
were  blacks,  from  Peru,  i 
of  the  officers  Peruvians, 
fluence  in  Chili,  create 
professedly  for  O'Higgiofl 
a  strong  jealousy  of  BoUi 
in  Chili,  long  before  thi 
ment  of  the  revolution,  of 
shall  give  a  history  in  lb 
chapter. 

The  territory  of  Chili,  h 
vided,  by  congress,  into  ei| 
ces,  as  the  probable  mem' 
future  confederacy,  nai 
quimbo,  Aconcagua, 
Colchagua,  Maule,  G 
Yaldivia,  and  Chiloc. 

Of  tlie  independent  p 
Pabaouay,  whose  model 
is  not  less  singular  than  i 
wc  have  little  to  recon 
the  administration  of  Dr 
peculiar  as  his  maxima  of 
cy  appear  to  be,  it  has, 
enjoyed  domestic  tranqi 
empt  alike  from  dissennc 
and  warfare  without. 

But,  this  extraordin 
can  hardly  be  charged  wii 
of  person  al  ambition .  Ii 
he  assembled  the  repre 
and  chiefs  of  the  mun 
and  signified  to  them  hi 
tion  of  the  supreme  pc 
they  refused  to  accept  it 
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however,  that  by  reason,  of  the 
state  of  his  health,  he  needed  re- 
pose from  labor,  he  retired  to  the 
town  of  Pilar,  to  reside  among 
some  of  his  friends.  The  admini- 
stration of  affairs  would,  in  the  re- 
gular course,  have  devolved  upon 
general  Guarrany,  the  conunander 
in  chief  of  the  miUtary  forces.  But 
he  being  absent  from  Ascension, 
the  direction  of  the  government  was 
confided  to  Sr.  Zapidas.  When 
Francia  withdrew  to  Pilar,  he  ad- 
dressed a  proclamation  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Paraguay,  explaining 
the  reasons  of  his  retirement ;  and 
exhorting  them  to  continue  in  the 
observance  of  those  pohtical  princi- 
ples, which  hitherto  had  preserved 
the  country  from  war  and  commo- 
tion. 


The  latest  ^counts  from  Para- 
guay, represent  the  inhabitants  as 
being  dissatisfied  with  the  seclusion 
of  Francia,  and  the  successor  he 
had  nominated,  to  whom  most  of 
the  authorities  refused  to  make 
oath.  Although  numerous  ad- 
dresses were  presented  to  him, 
urging  him  to  resume  the  reins  of 
government,  he  still  declined  it. 

For  an  account  of  the  congress 
of  Panama,  whose  sessions  are 
now  transferred  to  Tacubaya,  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  city  of 
Mexico,  an  assembly  which  seems 
destined  to  have  important  influ- 
ence upon  the  affairs  of  the  new 
American  republic — we  refer  the 
reader  to  the  appropriate  place,  in 
the  historv  of  the  United  States. 
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CHAPTER  VIU. 

COLOMBIA  tA  1825.— BoltMir  PretidetO— Recognized  ly  Ob  tnML 
States  and  England — Rumored  Invasion  of  Cuba — Saniander — Cam^ 
^ress.  PERU.— Battle  of  Ayacucho-^Olaneta—CastUa  of  CaJtr 
Mm — CongresM^Bothar— Upper  Peru.  Conetitution  of  BOLIVIA.— 
JSiaie  of  Peru  m  1826 — Insurrection  of  Paez — Views  of  the  Govern^ 
wmemi — Proceedings  in  Venezuela — In  Quito — Views  of  BoUoar — 
WVarUke  operations  in  Venezuela — Bolivar  arrives  at  Bogota — Re- 
^  -Bolivar  in  Venezuela —  TranquUUty  restored. 


Circumatances  have  transpired,  such  have  been,  at  least,  the  visible 
gr^-tluii  the  two  last  years,  which  causes  of  disturbance,  which  still 
Colombia    and    the    new  seems  to  have  a  deeper  foundation, 
^rere^ties  of  Peru  and  Bolivia,  During  the  year  1825,  few  events 
under  the  absolute  control  of  occurred  in  Colombia  of  great  his- 
fiirtuiiate  man.     Whether  his  torical  importance.     Conformably 
are  dictated  by  the  pure  patri-  to  the  constitution,  the  congress 
which  the  world  demands  of  assembled  January  2d,  1825;  the 
it  is  for  events  to  show.   Those  vice-president,  Francisco  de  Paula 
thus  fiir,  have  afforded  Santander  exercising  the  executive 
uKh  for  the  pen  of  history  to  re-  functions,  in  place  of  the  president, 
oord ;  and  the  sequel,  we  venture  The  session  closed  the  beginning 
to  predict.     Peru  and  Bolivia  of  May ;  and  although  many  use- 
just  emancipated  from  the  Spa-  ful  laws  were  passed  by  congress, 
fUBh  yoke ;  and  the  republic  of  Co-  it  was  charged  with  relying  too  im- 
l^^'obia  has,  unhappily,  been  agita-  plicitly  in  the  integrity  of  the  exe- 
^  ^  dangerous  intestine  discords,  cutive. 

''^tis&ction    at   the    operation  At  the  end   of  the  preceding 

^  Uie  central  system    on    some  year,  Bolivar  was  unanimously  re- 

^    tlie     provinces,     augmented  elected  president.     He  signified  to 

V  local    causes,  and  acting  the  the  senate  his  wish  to  renounce  the 

^^^'^    effisctually,   on    account  of  presidency;  his  determinatioo,  he 

"^  AlMence  of  Bolivar  in  Peru  : —  said^al  ways  having  been  to  withdraw 
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from  public  lifc,  when  an  enemy 
of  Colombia  was  no  longer  to  be 
found  in  America.  The  victories 
in  Peru  had  achieved  this  glorious 
result.  He  was  anxious,  also,  he 
said,  to  satisfy  the  world  of  his  ab- 
horrence of  supreme  power,  by  re- 
tiring into  the  capacity  of  a  private 
citizen  ;  thus  proving,  that  his  ex- 
ertions in  the  cause  of  liberty,  had 
not  been  prompted  by  ambition. 
This  apparently  patriotic  surrender 
of  his  authority,  now  made,  for  the 
third  time,  in  the  midst  of  victo- 
ries, was  not  accepted. 

In  May,  a  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  Colombia,  was  conclu- 
ded, on  the  most  liberal  principles 
of  mutual  benefit.  A  similar  trea- 
ty vtrith  Great  Britain  was  negotia- 
ted in  the  same  year;  and  Sr. 
Hurtado  was  formally  accredited 
at  the  court  of  St.  James,  as  Co- 
lombian minister,  being  the  first 
ambassador  of  the  Spanish  Ameri- 
can states,  who  received  tliat  ho- 
nor. 

To  evince  the  cordial  co-opera- 
tion of  Colombia,  in  establishing 
the  principles  of  liberty,  it  should 
be  mentioned,  that  she  passed  a 
law  for  inflicting  the  punishment  of 
death  on  all  citissens  of  the  repub- 
lic, engaged  in  the  slave  trade. 
All  ships  introducing  slaves  into 
Colombia,  were  made  subject  to 
confiscation,  and  tlie  crew,  if  fi>- 
reignen,  to  impriioniiieDt  for  ten 


years ;  the  slaves  impoitc 
to  be  sent  out  of  the  cc 
to  remain  there  free,  as  t 
sed. 

Rumors  frequently  prev 
in  1825,  and  early  in  18S 
intended  expedition  agaii 
either  on  the  part  of  Colom 
or  of  Colombia  and  Mexie 
They  were  founded,  hoiw 
probable,  merely  on  conje 
perhaps,  on  the  convem 
opportunity  of  invading  tl 
Although  a  considerable 
in  preparation  on  the 
coast,  yet  it  was  not  belie 
with  an  immediate  view  t 
pedition  against  Havana ; 
desirable  such  a  thing  i 
when  the  forces  of  the 
were  better  consolidated, 
policy  dictated  that  the 
of  the  new  states,  projeol 
contemplated  congress  ef 
should  undertake  the  m 
concert,  if  done  at  all. 

The  address  of  the  ? 
dent,  Santander,  made  at 
ing  of  the   congress  in 
1826,  is  a   valuable  stal 
presenting  a  full  view  of 
corns  of  the  republic  di 
year,  which  had  just  expii 

In  March,  general  i 
offered  to  resign  his  offici 
ing  for'  reason,  the  necei 
republic  of  rotation  in  oi 
the  peculiar  danger  of  hai 
tary  men  continue  in  antl 
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ft  sucoenioD  of  years.    It  may  be,  months  of  skilfoi  mancBUveiing  on 

that  he  aatk^ated    the  clisoords  either  aide,  prqoeded  the   battle, 

which  were  about  io  agitate  his  Various    marches    and    covnter- 

coutttry,  and  wished  to  escape  the  marches,  and  fireqw»it  skirmii^es, 

imp^iding  storm  ;  for  if  the  ^ber-  took  ^ace  in  that  interval ;  the 

ties  of  the  republic  had  any  thing  ColomlMans  moving  in  a  retrograde 

io  fear  from  Santander,  as  a  sol-  direction,  and  the  royalists  seeking 

dier ;   how  much  more,  )then,  from  to  outflank  the  retreating  troopd. 

the  overpowering   ascendancy  of  Sucre  ofl^d  La  Sema  battle  on 

Bolivar  ?  equal  terms  at  Matara,  December 

Anextraordinary  session  of  cmi-  2d;  but  the  viceroy,  declined  it 
gross  was  ooavened  at  Bogota,  The  next  day,  however,  the  royal- 
May  3d,  to  provide  means  for  pay-  ists  attacked  the  patriots  in  their 
ing  the  interest  of  the  public  debt,  rear,  and  under  circumstances  very 
in  consequence  of  the  feilure  of  disadvantageous  to  the  latter ;  but 
Peru  to  obtain  a  loan,  for  money  Sucre  succeeded  in  extricating  his 
which  being  due  to  Colombia,  had  army  a^er  losing  300  men,  with  his 
been  expected  and  calculated  upon  entire  park,  and  one  of  his  two 
by  this  repii^tic,  in  her  dnancial  pieces  of  artillery.  This  little 
Arrangements.  No  other  source  success  so  elated  La  Sema,  that  he 
4>f  care  to  the  government  was  then  resolved  to  engage  the  Colombians* 
joiticipated,  except  the  ordinary  The  two  armies  continued  in  mo- 
^abjocts  of  internal  administration,  tion  side  by  side,  for  several  days ; 
But  events  were  already  transpi-  Sucre  daily  losing  men  and  bag- 
ring,  which  would  demand  its  most  gage,  and  pursuing  his  retreat.  His 
anxious  attention.  Before  nar-  situation  was  growing  more  and 
rating  them,  however,  we  must  .more  desperate  every  day.  The 
describe  the  doings  of  the  libera-  royaflists  took  strong  positions, 
ting  army,  sent  to  aid  the  Peru-  where  they  could  not  be  attacked 
vians.  but  with  a  certainty  of  repulse ; 

The  independence  of  Upper  and  and  confident  of  success,  sent  for- 

Lower  Pssu,  was  accomplished  by  ward  a  detachment  to  destroy  the 

the  decisive  victory  of  Ayacucho,  bridges  and  roads,  and  thus  arrest 

fought  December  9th,  1824.    Boli-  Sucre's  progress.     At  length.  La 

var  was  then  at    Lima,  invested  Sema  deemed,  that  he  had  taken 

wilfa  dictatorial  powers,   and  the  his  measures  with  so  much  precau- 

nain  body  of  the  liberating  army  tion,  that  he  could  not  fail  of  vic- 

firom  Colombia,  was  commanded  tory. 

bv  Antonio  Jose  de  Sucre.     Five  The  morning  of  the  9th  of  De- 
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cember,  beheld  the  two  armies 
drawn  up  in  order  .of  battle,  to  de- 
cide the  fate  of  Peru.  The  dispo- 
sable force  of  the  royalists  consisted 
of  9,310  men,  that  of  the  patriots  of 
5,780.  Both  sides  felt  eager  to  en- 
gage. Sucre  occupied  a  position 
on  the  plain  of  Ayacucho,  on  a  field 
sloping  to  the  rear,  and  flanked 
with  ravines.  La  Sema,  having 
posted  his  army  on  the  heights  in 
firont  of  the  patriots,  planted  five 
pieces  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  which 
commanded  their  camp.  Sucre, 
giving  orders  to  force  this  position, 
the  royalists  formed  and  descended 
the  hill  with  great  rapidity  to  anti- 
cipate his  attack,  and  defend  their 
artillery. 

The  Spanish  commenced  their 
assault  upon  the  Colombian  left 
wing,  commanded  by  general  La 
Mar,  pressing  it  with  great  vigor. 
Sucre,  observing  this,  and  that  the 
Spanish  centre  was  not  drawn  up 
in  order,  sent  a  reinforcement  to 
general  La  Mar,  and  commanded 
general  Cordova  with  the  Colom- 
bian right  division  to  charge,  un- 
der cover  of  the  cavalry  of  general 
'Miller.  This  division  marched 
with  arms  supported  until  within 
one  hundred  paces  of  the  enemy ; 
when,  being  charged  by  eight  Spa- 
nish squadrons,  they  fired,  rushed 
forward,  and  drove  the  royalbts 
before  them  by  their  impetuosity. 
In  the    mean   time,  the  Spanish 


right  endeavoring  to  pel 
tween  La  Mar  and  Co: 
hussars  of  Junin  charge 
flank >  and  obtained  a 
victory  ;  while  the  moon 
diers  of  Colombia,  qui 
saddles,  charged  the  Spa 
try  on  foot,  from  the  rig] 
the  patriots,  with  equal  BU 
ter  an  engagement  of  on 
twenty  minutes,  the  Spai 
way  in  every  direction 
rout  became  complete  1 
the  field.  La  Sema,  tl 
was  pursued  and  taken 
and  general  Canterac,  i 
in  command,  accounts 
resistance  mere  despeni 
tulated  on  the  same  day. 

Of  the  patriots  only 
killed.  The  royalists,  o 
hand,  lost  1,800  in  I 
the  terms  of  capitulatk 
Spanish  possessions  in 
given  up,  including  the 
Callao,  and  all  the  offie 
military  magazines,  and 
mained  in  the  possession 
rating  army.  Never  wi 
more  complete  or  deciar 

The  patriot  army  hm 
fi-om  Cuzco  to  Huam« 
tance  of  eighty  leagues, 
the  face  of  a  superior  ei 
their  success  at  Ayacu 
opportunely  to  remove 
despondency.  News  rf 
quickly  reached  Lima ; 
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5s  well  as  all  over  Spanish  Ameri-  declaring  Callao  to  be  in  strict 

ca,  the  rejoicings  were  enthusiastic,  blockade  ;  and  that  Rodil*,  by  his 

at  this  glorious  conclusion  of  the  conduct  in  holding  the  castles,should 

campaign.  be  considered  as  having  separated 

Agreeably  to  the  capitulation,  himself  from  the  Spanish  nation ; 

Bohvar  caused  the  Spanish  officers  and  cut  off,  from  all  the  rights  of  na- 

to  be  embarked  for  Europe,  in  a  tions.     Adequate  forces  were  also 

French    vessel.      The    Spaniards  assembled  by  sea  and  land,  and  the 

were  less  honorable  on  their  part,  castles  closely  invested.      During 

Rodil,  commandant  of  the  castles  the  first  months  of  the  blockade,  the 

of  Callao,  refusing  to  surrender,  in  Liberator  was  indefatigable  ip  his 

compliance,  with  the  capitulation ;  personal  attendance  to  the  duties  of 

and  general  Olaneta  holding  out,  the  camp ;  perfectly  indifferent  on 

with  a  small  force,  in  Upper  Peru,  the  score  of  personal  danger.     The 

Olaneta  had  acted  independent  patriots  erected  a  battery  within 
of  the  viceroy  some  months  prior  gun  shot  of  Callao ;  and  the  be- 
to  his  surrender  ;  and  now  publish-  siegers  and  besieged  continually 
ed  proclamations  at  Oruro,  decla-  fired  upon  each  other,  but  without 
ring  his  design  to  defend  the  country  much  effect.  Rodil  was  well  sup- 
above  the  Desaguaddero.  Sucre,  phed  with  stores  and  ammunition ; 
however,  advanced  upon  him  ;  and  and  rejected  every  proposal  for  his 
in  March,  had  fixed  his  head  quar-  surrender.  All  the  foreign  shipping 
ters  at  La  Paz,  and  shortly  afler-  on  the  coast  sustained  so  much  in- 
wards, occupied  Potosi.  Olaneta's  convenience  for  want  of  the  fine 
force  had  now  dwindled  away  by  bay  of  Callao ;  they  being  obliged 
desertion  and  death,  to  700  men  ;  during  the  continuance  of  the  siege, 
with  which  he  retreated  into  the  pro-  to  discharge  their  cargoes  in  an 
vince  of  Salta.  At  Tamusla,  they  open  road  stead  at  Chorillas,  that  in 
were  attacked  by  colonel  Medina  August,  offers  of  mediation  were 
Celi,  in  the  beginning  of  April,  and  made  by  the  officers  of  the  British 
totally  defeated  ;  Olaneta  himself  squadron  on  the  station,  but  to  no 
being  mortally  wounded  in  the  en-  purpose.  Rodil  obstinately  persist- 
gagement.  ed  in  maintaining  the  castles,  with- 

Rodil  obstinately  defended  the  out  any    possible    benefit  to  his 

castles  of  Callao,  for  upwards  of  a  country.      The    Peruvians    were 

year.     Bolivar,  so  soon  as  Rodil  therefore  obhged  still  to  keep  up  a 

refused  to  abide  by  Canterac's  ca-  large  force  before  Callao,  at  an  im- 

pitulation*^  issued  a  proclamation  mense  expense,  assisted  by  a  Chi- 
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Inn  aqosdron  under  «Aliinl  Blu-  fund  ;  urf  wu  tfaoH  orgad 

CO.    At  lenfth,  »A&r  wiWMning  a  capt  it,  to  be  dispeawd  ta- 

TigOTOUBBiege  formorelliuftyear,  beneficence.       Farther,  IB 

and    being    reduced    to  abeolute  their  gratitude  for  his  seMo 

bmine,  Rodil  was  conqielled,  on  appointed  a  depntation  to  n 

theS3dof January,  18Z6,tOGBpitu-  Bogota,  and  tiiank   the  e 

late  to  the  Oolombiui  forces  eon-  am)  government  of  Colea 

nuuMM  hj  geMral  Salon.     The  the  toeatimable  benefit  P< 

loeaof  men  on  bolli  sides  had  been  received  from  their  asaistaii 

Mvere.     When  taken  poneaaion  of  to  request  that  Bohrar  rat 

bytbe  patriots, CaHao  was  u  a  state  main  in  Peru  long  enotq^ 

of  ruin,  and  the  gvnson  bad  on-  aolidate  the  Kbert;  whick  k 

dergone  all  the  m^eringa  attend-  and  wisdom  bad  achieved 
ant  on  k  kmg  a  nege.     Among        The  Idterator  richly  IMI 

the  persona  of  note,  who  penshed  these,8ad  other extraordim 

IB  it,  were  the  maiqueM  of  Torre  erfgiatitade,  which  the  imm 

Tagle,  and  nearly  aU  the  members  the  Perutian  congreoi  woi 

«f  his  numerous  fiuiily.     When  he  lous  to  erince.     In  bis  nv 

nbuidmed  the  republican  canee,  cfining  a  grant  of  moneys  1 

he  took  refuge  in  Callno,  neter  most  noUy,  that  the  confiA 

Bgain  to  resume  his  former  ii^-  posed  in  him,  waa  a  soflW 

ence  in  Peru.  nor;  the  glory  conferredll 

Meantime,  Bolivar  imied  a  pro-  the  dettinies  of  the  nalM 

damatioD  in  December,  18S4,  con-  hands,  an  appropriate  iM 

vofciag  a  constituent  cwtgreaa  fi»  aB   his  exertions.     To  m 

Peru,  to   aawnble   at  Lima  the  tteasore  as  a  recompeose,  h 

ensuing    Fdmiary.      The    hbera-  ed  unworthy  of  the  spirit,  1 

tor's  message  announced  his  de-  be  had  consecrated  himietl 

termination    to    repair   to  Upper  cause  of  freedom.     At  tl 

Peru ;   and  aignified  Us  resigna-  thne,  he    bestowed    the  i 

lion  of  the  supreme  power,  eon-  thanks  on  the  congreaa,  I 

ferred  upon  him  for  the  liberation  which  they  passed,  in  boi 

of  Peru.     In  consideration,  how-  recompense  of  the  liberatt^ 

eror,  of  the  still  unsettled  sUte  of  thus  manifeBting  (feelinga  a 

the   country,  congress  again   in-  teresled  as  they  were  lofty. 
Tested  Um  wkh  the  authority  of       After  continuing  in  seawi 

dictator,  for  another  yeax.     They  a   month,  the  sovereign  e 

abo  rotad  him  a  grant  of  a  mill-  came  to  a  resolution,  that 

ion  of  dollars,  which  ho  twice  re-  conferred  on  Bolivar  M  po 
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govern  the  commonwealth,  it  was 
unnecessary,  and  incon^stent  with 
his  authority,  for  them  to  continue 
to  exercise  their  functions ;  which 
they  accordingly  pronounced  to  be 
at  an  end.  Thus  all  the  power  of  the 
state  was  once  again  thrown  upon 
Bolivar.  He  was  authorised  to  dele- 
gate his  powers  to  one  or  more  per- 
sons, and  appoint  a  substitute  upon 
any  unexpected  emergency.  Unli- 
mited power,  executive  and  legisla- 
tive, was  entrusted  to  him.  He  might 
raise  loans,  levy  extraordinary  con- 
tributions, abrogate  or  suspend  such 
laws  or  constitutional  articles  as 
he  should  think  adverse  to  the  se- 
curity and  liberty  of  the  nation, 
and  promulgate  such  others,  as 
were  conducive  thereto ;  being 
dbarged,  farthermore,  to  exercise 
his  discretion  in  purging  the  re- 
public of  its  enemies,  of  whatever 
class  or  condition  they  might  be. 
In  short,  the  grant  of  authority  was 
absolute  and  unconditional,  and 
could  scarcely  be  warranted,  even 
by  the  exigencies  of  the  country. 
In  Upper  Peru,  however,  still 
greater  honors  awaited  him,  than 
he  had  yet  received. 

The  death  of  Olaneta,  extin- 
guished the  last  hope  of  the'  royal- 
ists in  Upper  Peru,  who  now 
peaceably  submitted  to  the  patriot 
army.  Sucre  took  possession  of 
the  cities  of  Oruro,  La  Paz,  and 
Potosi,  and  aU  the  dependant  coun- 
try in  that  quarter,  without  oppo- 


sition from  any  armed  force, 
and  proceeded  to  organize  the 
government  with  the  cordial  co- 
operation of  the  inhabitants, 
who  seemed  resolved  neither  to 
unite  with  Peru,  nor  the  provinces 
of  Rio  de  la  Plata ;  but  to  form 
an  independent  republic  :  an  ob- 
ject highly  favored  by  their  geo- 
graphical position.  To  deliberate 
on  these  points,  Sucre  summoned 
a  congress  of  representatives  of 
the  several  provinces,  to  assemble 
at  Chuquisaca. 

In  the  meantime,  a  body  of  Bra- 
zilians, from  the  remote  interior 
province  of  Mattogrosso,  quietly 
took  possession  of  Chiquitos,  April 
$6th,  by  virtue  of  an  alleged  ca- 
pitulation of  the  commandant  Ra- 
mos, the  governor  of  that  province. 
Upon  being  notified  of  this  fact, 
by  the  Brazillian  chief,  Sucre  im- 
mediately returned  for  answer, 
that  the  pretended  capitulation  was 
void;  and  that  if  the  Brazillians 
did  not  instantly  evacuate  Chiqui- 
tos, he  would  not  only  compel 
them  to  do  it  by  force,  but  would 
make  reprisals  upon  the  territory 
of  Brazil,  in  punishment  of  the  ag- 
gression. 

Accordingly,  a  division  of  the 
army  left  Chuquisaca,  June  1st, 
for  Chiquitos  ;  but  the  Brazillians 
not  thinking  it  best  to  stand  an  at- 
tack, quitted  the  province.  Not 
long  afterwards,  rumors  were 
abroad,  that  Bolivar  iiad  himself 
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invaded  Brazil ;  and  although  some 
of  them  may  have  been  prematm'e, 
there  is  reason  to  believe,  from  of- 
ficial documents,  that  he  contem- 
plated aiding  the  Argentine  re- 
public, in  her  contest  with  the  em- 
peror of  Brazil. 

Among  the  first  acts  of  the  con- 
gress of  Upper  Peru,  was  an  ex- 
pression of  gratitude  towards  the 
liberating  army,  and  its  chief  offi- 
cers. They  decreed,  August  11th, 
1825,  to  call  the  new  republic  by 
the  n&me  of  Bolivia ;  and  its  capi- 
tal city,  Sucre.  They  conferred 
the  supreme  executive  authority  on 
Bolivar,  during  the  whole  time  he 
might  reside  within  the  limits  of 
the  repubhc ;  and  when  absent 
from  it,  the  honorary  distinction  of 
its  protector  and  president.  Sucre 
was  invested  with  the  highest  mili- 
tary authority,  with  the  titles  of 
captain-general,  and  grand  mare- 
schal  of  Ayacucho.  Medals,  sta- 
tues, and  pictures  of  both  Bolivar 
and  Sucre,  were  liberally  decreed  ; 
the  statues  to  be  erected  in  the 
capital  of  each  department.  To 
the  liberating  army,  a  million  of 
dollars  was  voted,  with  all  the  pri- 
vileges possessed  by  native  citizens 
of  the  republic. 

Their  most  important  act,  how- 
ever, was  to  request  Bolivar  to  pre- 
pare the  draft  of  a  constitution  for 
the  republic ;  which  he  consented 
to  do.  This  singular  instrument, 
for  singular  and  most  extraordinary 


we  must  consider  it ;  is  pr 
by  some  preliminary  general 
ciples  of  government  Tin 
recommended  by  him,  and  m 
by  the  constituent  congreaa, 
presentative,  but  consolidal 
opposition  to  federal.  Bfi 
citizens  choose  an  elector 
holds  the  office  for  four  yen 
January  of  each  year,  the  e 
meet  in  the  capitals  of  tb 
spective  provinces,  and  choi 
members  of  three  legislatm 
hers,  namely,  the  trUnmef  € 
for  life  ;  the  ^enatcrs  for  fym 
and  the  censors  fi>r  life. 
powers  of  the  presidaU  of  li 
pubtic  resemble  those  of  Ik 
sident  of  the  United  Statei 
he  is  without  responsibilitf  1 
acts  of  his  administration,  aad 
his  office  for  life.  Moraofi 
virtually  appoints  his 
for  the  vice-president, 
by  him-,  and  approved  by  di 
gress,  is  to  succeed  him  in 
In  other  respects,  the  comA 
is  complicated  and  impradii 
so  that,  if  it  should  long  ea 
would  inevitably  have  the  efl 
establishing  in  Bolivia,  eiti 
irresistible  aristocracy,  or  i 
potism  in  the  executive  dtAi 
General  Sucre  was  prod 
president  of  Bolivia,  by  tb 
stituent  congress,  until  the  d 
of  a  president  should  be 
under  the  sanction  of  the  i 
tution.     They  also  accepic 
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plan  of  ft  constitution  proposed  to 
them  by  Bolivar,  as  above  descri- 
bed. 

Bolivar  returned  from  Bolivia  to 
Peru,  in  the  spring  of  1826,  fixing 
his  residence  at  Magdalena,  and 
afterwards  at  Lima.  Here  the  Pe- 
ravian  congress  was  to  assemble  ; 
but  considerable  difficulty  occurred 
in  the  organization  of  the  body.  It 
was  prorogued  once,  on  account 
of  a  quorum  not  being  assembled  ; 
and  again,  by  reason  of  an  alleged 
irregularity  in  the  powers  of  the 
delegates.  Bolivar  manifested  dis- 
satisfaction, at  what  be  considered, 
a  &ctious  spirit,  on  the  part  of  a 
majority  of  the  congress,  and 
threatened  to  withdraw  from  Peru, 
instantly  ;  but  was  prevailed  on  by 
them  to  relinquish  his  intention. 
These  circumstances  indicated  the 
danger  of  anarchy,  if  the  country 
was  left  to  its  own  resources ;  and 
in  April,  fifry-two  members  of  the 
OQDgress  made  a  representation  to 
the  government,  setting  forth  their 
conviction,  of  the  inejtpediency  of 
installing  it  until  the  next  year  ; 
mid  the  necessity,  in  the  interval,  of 
continuing  to  Bolivar  the  dictato- 
rial powers  he  now  possessed. 
They  farther  recommended,  that 
the  provinces  should  be  consulted, 
as  to  their  desire  to  reform  the  con- 
stitution, and  if  so,  how  far  the  re- 
fcrm  should  extend.  In  compliance 
with  their  views,  Bolivar  consented 
to  retain  the  supreme  authority,  and 


issued  a  decree,  dated  May  1st, 
adopting  the  measures  recommend- 
ed by  them.  Thus,  Bolivar  was  again 
lefl  in  the  exercise  of  discretionary 
power. 

The  unsettled  state  of  Peru,  was 
the  reason  assigned,  for  pursuing 
this  course.  How  far  the  condition 
of  the  country  may  have  exacted  it, 
we  have  not  the  means  of  determi- 
ning. Certain  it  is,  that  great 
jealousy  of  Bolivar  was  now  enter- 
tained, in  Peru,  and  Chili.  To 
such  a  height  did  this  feeling  reach, 
that,  in  July,  a  large  number  of , 
officers,  Peruvians,  and  Buenos 
Ayreans,  were  arrested  by  him,  for 
an  alleged  conspiracy,  against  his 
person,  and  against  the  Colombi- 
ans. Disturbances  also  broke  out 
in  the  interior,  for  the  same 
cause,  professedly.  Bolivar,  there- 
fore, marched  the  Peruvian  troops 
out  of  Callao,  and  replaced  them 
with  Colombians ;  and  took  other 
precautions  to  preserve  tranquillity. 
Whether  for  the  latter  purpose  only,* 
or  for  the  sake  of  strengthening  bis 
personal  authority,  he  caused  a  body 
of  Peruvian  troops  to  proceed 
to  Panama,  cantoning  Coloml>ian 
soldiers  in  the  various  villages 
around  the  country.  These  mea- 
sures augmented  the  public  distrust 
of  his  intentions  among  the  Peruvi- 
ans, who  began  to  accuse  him  of 
designing  to  unite,  permanently, 
Colombia,  Peru,  and  Bolivia. 

Regardless  of  their  dissatisftc- 
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tion,  Bolivarcausedaplanofacon-  partiiig    proclamatioii,    dated.  < 

stitution,  for  Peru,  similar  to  that  Lima,  September  dd,  he  say»> 

of  Bolim,  to  be  drawn  up  and  dr-  ^^  The  legislature  will,  next  jm 

culated  in  the  departments,  for  their  render   pernuinbnt,  by  the  wiadta 

examination  and  approval,  under  of  their  acts,  all  the  blessiiigi 

the  authority  of  his  council  of  state,  liberty.     There  is  but  one  danf 

which    administered  the  affairs  of  which  you  have  to  fear ;  and  I  pt 

Peru.  It  is  deserving  of  remark,  that  vide    the    remedy.     Continiie 

this  form  of    government,  which  dread,  and  shun,  the  tremendai 

Bolivar  prefers  above  all   others,  evils  of  anarchy,  and  you   aie  a 

very  strongly  resembles  the  present  cure.''     Of  course,  the  liberal 

constitution  of  therepublicofHayti,  himself,    remained,    virtually,   i 

from  which,  when  governed  by  Pe-  vested  with  the  unlimited  attthorit 

tion,  Bolivar  received  that  succor  which  had  been  temporarilj  eo 

which  enabled  him  to  re-establish  ferred    on    him,    and    was    M 

his  then  almost  desperate  fortunes,  exercised  through  subatituteiy  a 

Disorders  now  existed  in  Colom-  pointed,  and  removable,  by  himm 

bia,  which,  whatever  might  have  and  accountable  to  him  alone.  B 

been  their  origin,  whether  instiga*  it  may  be,  and  probably  is  tniaii 

ted  by  Bolivar,  as  many  supposed,  alleged  by  Bolivar,  that  at 

and  part  of  a  scheme  to  pave  the  no  Peruvian,  possesses 

way  to  absolute  rule,  or  wholly  in-  personal  influence  to  fix  tke 

dependent  of  him, — still,  in  either  dence  of  his  countrymen,  and  ao; 

case,  equally  made  his  departure  press  their  factions, 
firom  Peru,  indispensably  necessary.        Having  thus  related  the  polilk 

Thisevent,although  daily  expected,  events  in  Peru,  it  becomes  naH 

for  a  long  time,  was  at  length  offi-  sary  to  recur  to  the  period,  wis 

cially  announced,  as  about  to  take  those     movements      commeoap 

place.  which  recaUed  Bolivar  to  Calai 

Previous  to  leaving  Peru  for  Bo-  bia.    The  original  theatre  of  4 

gota,  Bolivar,  in  virtue  of  the  pow-  revolution,  for  revolution  it  deaonpi 

ers  granted  him  by  the  congress  of  to  be  called,  was  in  VenesiMl 

1825,  invested  D.   Andres  Santa  GeneralJose  Antonio  Paez,  oaa  • 

Cruz,  with  the  supreme  command,  the  most  distinguished  officers  of  4 

during   his   absence;   made  other  revolution,  was  commanding  genii 

necessary  arrangements  in  the  ex-  in  that  department.  It  was  chaign 

ecutive  authority  ;  and  summoned  upon  him,  that,  in  the  executkMi  < 

the  legislature  to  meet,  in  Septem-  a  law,  for  enrolling  the  militia,  ho  o 

l)er,€f  the  ensuing  year.    In  his  dered  a  detachment  of  troofM  i 
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bring  to  his  head  quarters,  by  force, 
all  persons  subject  to  the  law.    For 
Hub  alleged  arbitrary  act,  he  was  im- 
peached  before  the  senate  ;     and 
being,  of  course,  suspended  from 
bis  command,  was  summoned  to 
Bogota,  to  answer  to  the  accusa- 
tion.    When  upon  the  eve  of  de- 
parture, the  soldiers  assembled  in 
Valencia,  and  committed  various 
excesses,  demanding  their  general, 
and  refusing  to  serve  under  his  suc- 
cessor, general  Escalona.      Here- 
opoo,  the  cabUdo  assembled,  and 
reinstated  Paez  in  his  command; 
and  the  result  was,  that   Valencia 
dedared  the  province  of  Venezuela 
independent  of  the  general  govem- 
Mnt,   and   resolved  to    seek  the 
erection  of  it  into  a  separate  state. 
This  event    caused    the    greatest 
conitemation    among    merchants, 
ud  foreigners,  who  naturally  anti- 
cipated all  the  horrors  of  civil  war. 
Paei,  however,  having  a  force  of 
BKre  than  2,000  men  under  his  im- 
BMdiate  command,  was  competent 
to  preserve  order,  unless  attacked 
^troops  from  Bogota  ;  and  imme- 
&t8ly  issued  a  proclamation,  dated 
Mty  5d,  guaranteeing  to  all  the  in- 
stants security  for  their  persons 
^  property,  while  pursuing  their 
Invite     avocations,     and    doing 
'H>thiiig  to  interfere  with  the  public 
P«acc. 

On  learning  these  occurrences, 
^  municipality  of  Caraccas,  who 
^  promoted  the  impeachment  of 


Paez,  apprehensive  that  he  might 
be  inclined  to  punish  th^n,  sent  a 
deputation,  inviting  him  to  the  city, 
and  concurring  in  the  measures 
adopted  by  Valencia.  He  made  his 
public  entry  into  Caraccas,  May 
20th,  and  was  now  invested  with 
the  authority  of  supreme  civil  and 
military  chief,  to  be  held  by  him, 
until  the  arrival  of  Bolivar.  At  the 
same  time,  colonel  Gala,  an  ofiicer 
attached  to  Paez,  was  despatched 
to  Puerto  Cabello,  of  which  he 
assumed  the  government ;  the  ac- 
tual governor  Avendano,  either 
resigning,  or  being  forcibly  dispos- 
sessed of  his  authority. 

Upon  these  unconstitutional  pro- 
ceedings being  known  at  Cartha- 
gena,  the  troops  which  were  arriving 
there  from  Peru  were  detained,  to 
await  farther  orders,  and  general 
Bermudez,  commanding  in  the  de- 
partment of  Orinoco,  issued  a  pro« 
clamation,  denouncing  the  conduct 
of  Paez,  and  the  Venezuehans,  and 
exhorting  the  inhabitants  of  his  de- 
partment, faithfully  to  observe  the 
laws,  and  to  rely  upon  the  wisdom 
of  Bolivar,  to  restore  concord,  and 
preserve  the  constitution. 

The  first  information  of  the  re- 
volution, was  conveyed  to  the  go- 
vernment, by  the  intendant  of  the 
department.  But  May  29th,  ge- 
neral Paez  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
vice  president,  giving  a  circumstan- 
tial account  of  the  origin  of  the 
movement.     In  the  course  of  it,  he 
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vindicated  his  own  conduct  and  in- 
tentions, entering  into  a  full  expla- 
nation of  the  political  feelings  of 
the  people  of  Venezuela,  who, 
he  said,  were  not  satisfied  with  the 
constitution,  laws,  or  pohcy  of  the 
government.  His  authority,  he 
added,  had  heen  the  only  piUar 
which  supported  the  edifice  in 
that  department.  The  inhabitants 
firmly  demanded  a  reform  in  the 
constitution.  They  would  under- 
take no  ofiensive  measures,  but 
would  resolutely  defend  themselves 
against  aggression,  fi'om  whatever 
quarter  it  came ;  whether  from  the 
government,  or  others.  Of  course, 
this  despatch  placed  general  PaeK 
in  open  opposition  to  the  congress 
and  constitution;  and  communi- 
cated to  his  acts,  the  character  of 
deliberate  separation  from,  and  as- 
sumed independence  of,  any  mem- 
ber of  the  government,  except  the 
liberator. 

Hereupon  the  executive  depart- 
ment issued  a  spirited  manifesto, 
dated  July  12th,  vindicating  the  ge- 
neral government  from  the  charges 
brought  against  it  by  the  Venezue- 
lians ;  denouncing  the  illegal,  un- 
warranted, and  treasonable  proceed- 
ings of  Paez  and  his  adherents,  and 
calling  upon  the  nation  to  defend 
and  sustain  the  constitution.  Lit- 
tle apprehension  of  the  result  was 
then  entertained,  or,  at  least,  ex- 
pressed, at  the  capital,  except  for 
the  increased  expenses,  and  im- 


paired credit,  which  must 
rily  be  entailed  upon  the 
in  consequence  of  the 
tion. 

In  this  state,  afilairs  coo 
Venezuela  for  some  tiin 
raised  all  the  military  force 
conunand  ;  preparing  to  i 
movement  from  general  B 
who,  it  seemed  to  be  i 
Valencia,  would  be  sra 
duce  him  to  subjection. 
Paez  entered  Caraccas,  Im 
proclamation,  declaring  tl 
timate  object,  in  acceptiii 
rity,  was  to  accelerate  tb 
of  a  convention,  to  revise 
stitution.  Accordingly^ 
spatched  commissioners  ti 
rious  local  authorities,  invi 
co-operation  in  substitutiD 
deral,  instead  of  the  esnl 
of  government.  These  c 
at  first,  were  generally 
with  great  coldness.  C 
cations  to  the  general  gov 
from  the  commandants 
rin,  Zulia,  and  Orinoco,  c 
assurances  of  their  d^ai 
to  maintain  the  constitot 
it  was  changed  in  a  peaoi 
ner.  Among  the  insurgei 
in  Venezuela,  as  every  wi 
all  persons  anxiously  awi 
return  of  Bolivar  from  Pe 
himself  expressing  a  reai 
yield  implicit  obedience 
liberator.  Accounts  of 
proach  were  continually  : 
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mud  served  to  keep  the  public  mind  was  absent  in  the  interior^  on  the 
in  agitation  and  suspense,  at  the  plains  of  Apure ;  and,  on  his  re* 
sAme  time,  that  they  seemed  to  pre-  tiim,    he    was    deeply   chagrined 
vent  either  party  from  rushing  into  by  them,   especiaUy  by  the   dis- 
tremities.  affection  of  colonel    Marceno  to 
Occasional    vicissitudes    occur-  his  cause. 
in  the  course  of  incidents,  du-  Notwithstanding^  the  discwds  in 
lin^    this  period.     Serious  differ-  Venezuela,  the  general  government 
broke  out  among  the  follow-  were  laboriously  occupied  in  re- 
€>f  Paez  ;  a  battalion  of  them,  establishing  the  credit  of  the  go- 
l»elong^g  to  his  favorite  soldiers  of  vemment,  by  aU  the  means  in  their 
A-pure,  headed  by  colonel  Marceno,  power.     Bohvar  continued  to  be 
liaTing  left  him,  in  August,  to  join  impatiently    expected.      Prepar»- 
^eneral    Bermudez     at    Cumana.  tions  were  more  than  once  made 
Add  to  this,  that  the  municipality  for  his  reception  ;  whether  in  good 
of  Puertp  Cabello,  at  the  instiga-  faith,  or  merely  to  keep  up  the  8|»- 
tion  of  the  populace,  published  an  rits  of  the  constitutional  party,  we 
met,  AngiHt  8th,  proclaiming  the  know  not     At  length  the  12th  of 
immediife  adoption  of  the  federa-  October  was  fixed  for  his  arrival* 
tive  ifsleoi.    Such  a  precipitate  Although  Paez  had  some. bad  ad- 
measure was  directly  contrary  to  visers,  among  whom  the  principal 
^be  understanding  generally  had  in  one  was  Dr.  Pens,  a  man  of  some 
^fee  department,  to  defer  all  pro-  pohtical  distinction,  now  in  dis* 
ceedingi  on  the  subject,  until  the  grace  for  peculation,  yet  no  doubt 
^^edsioQ  of  Bolivar  could  be  ascer-  was  entertained  of  his  quietly  sub- 
twined.     It   was  to  adopt  reform,  mitting  to  Bolivar. 
^  defiance  of  the  constitution,  in-  Indeed,  he  himself,  for  a  time, 
*tead  of  recommending  it.     Upon  seemed  disposed,  if  possible,  to  re- 
^  rewrfution  being  communicated  trace  his  steps,  or,  at  least,  unwill- 
^  the  eMldo  of  Caraccas,  they  ing  to  act  in  direct  opposition  to 
tignified  their  disapprobation  of  the  the  government,  if  he  could  avoid 
Wj  act  of -Puerto  Cabello ;  add-  it.     At  meetings,  called  by  his  or- 

• 

^,  that  they  only  wished  for  the  ders,  it  was  resolved  to  discharge 

^^^demive  system,  provided  it  was  the  forces  raised  for  defence,  or 

P^ieeably  obtained,   according  to  other  purposes,  and  to  send  a  de- 

^  arrangements    already  made,  putation  to  Bogota,  representing 

^  eitended  to  the  whole  repub-  the  wishes  of  Venezuela,  that  the 

^  of  Colombia.      Whilst   these  constitution    might    be    altered; 

^^n^    were    g<Hng    on,     Paez  which    was    accordin|^     done. 
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These  pacific  indications  had  a 
salutary  effect,  in  partially  resto- 
ring public  tranquillity.  The  re- 
solutions were  adopted  in  Septem- 
ber, without  any  disturbance  or 
acts  of  violence,  or  any  interrup- 
tion of  the  ordinary  occupations  of 
the  people.  At  Carthagena  and 
Caraccas,  the  people  united  in  the 
same  measures ;  and  Cumana  af- 
terwards followed,  with  Margarita, 
and  other  principal  places  in  that 
quarter  of  Colombia.  Gathering 
eonfidence,  therefore,  from  the  de- 
claration of  so  many  places  in  his 
&vor,  Paez  now  persisted  in  de- 
manding, with  a  firmer  tone,  a  con- 
Tention  for  remodelling  the  consti- 
tution. Soon  afterwards,  the  dif- 
finrenoe  between  him  and  Marceno 
was  satisfactorily  adjusted. 

Revolting  as  it  was  to  the  ex- 
alted sense  of  Bolivar's  character, 
which  his  past  achievements  had 
fixed  in  the  hearts  of  all  men ;  yet 
suspicions  of  collusion  between  him 
and  Paez  began  to  gain  ground. 
Several  circumstances,  in  them- 
selves of  little  moment,  were  con- 
sidered as  betraying  an  understand- 
ing between  these  old  companions 
in  arms,  in  all  that  Paez  had  done. 
Besides,  the  inhabitants  of  the  dis- 
turbed provinces  did  not  disguise 
thttr  expectation,  that  Bolivar 
would,  nay,  that  he  must,  assume 
dictatorial  powers,  as  the  only 
means  of  arresting  the  progress  of 
a  civil  war.    Rumors  of  the  na- 


ture of  the  institutioill 
had  expressly  reconuaei 
livia,  a  government  pv 
own  creating,  and  whi 
deemed  desirous  to  in 
Peru,  gave  currency  to 
gestions. 

They  received  some  ct 
from  measures  adopted 
partment  of  Colombia, 
more  immediately  withii 
oi^  Bolivar's  influence, 
quil,  a  great  public  ra 
holden  in  August,  over 
intendant  and  comman 
ral  of  the  province,  pn 
object  and  declaration 
with  those  of  Venezuel 
addition  of  openly  deni 
authority  to  be  confen 
liberator.  They  reaoh 
name  of  the  departma 
was  expedient  to  devd 
ercis^  of  sovereignty  > 
shape  of  dictatorial  p4 
that  he  should  convok 
Colombian  convention 
on  the  constitution  and 
the  republic.  Until  he 
assumed  this  authority,  i 
condition  of  GuayaquD 
main  unchanged.  Qui 
followed  the  example  of 
expressly  bestowing  on 
title  and  powers  of  diet 

Whatever  might  havel 
gin  of  the  movements  on 
side  of  Colombia,  they 
inspirite<l  and  strengthe 
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form  party  in  Venezuela.  If,  said 
they,  Quito  and  Guayaquil  co-ope- 
rate with  Orinoco  and  Venezuela,  if 
the  two  opposite  corners  of  the  repu- 
blic concur  in  expressing  the  same 
sentiments,  does  it  not  prove  conclu- 
sively the  existence  of  radical  abuses 
in  our  political  sy8tem,which  demand 
correction?  On  the  other  hand, 
seeming,  as  the  movements  in  the 
south  certainly  did,  to  emanate  di- 
rectly from  Bolivar,  those  persons 
in  Venezuela,  who  merely  desired  a 
federative  union,  governed  by  a  con- 
gress and  a  president,  with  limited 
powers,  were  justly  alarmed  at  the 
idea  of  a  dictatorship,  or  a  consti- 
tution like  that  of  Bolivia. 

If  any  thing  was  needed  to  in- 
crease their  alarm,  the  declaration 
^  Bolivar  himself,  would  have  fur- 
nished it.  In  August,  he  address- 
ed a  letter  to  the  municipality  of 
Guayaquil,  in  consequence  of  a 
meeting  held  there  in  July,  which 
meeting,  reprobated  any  violence, 
but  asked  a  convention  to  r&> 
fiirm  the  government  from  the 
constitutional  authorities.  The 
letter  signified  his  entire  con- 
fidence in  the  integrity  of  Paez, 
indirectly  applauding  his  conduct, 
or  at  least,  questioning  its  irregu- 
larity. It  fitfther  stated,  that  ^^  he 
had  given  his  confession  of  political 
ftithin  the  constitution  presented 
to  Bolivia."  Never,  it  added,  was 
aveabled  an  equal  amount  of  so- 
cial and  individual  security  in  any 


political  system.  Besides,  at  a 
public  meeting,  holden  at  Ca- 
raccas,  early  in  November,  Paez 
repeated  the  same  sentiments,  in  a 
manner  calculated,  apparently,  to 
prepare  the  people  for  such  a  re- 
volution. About  the  same  time, 
also,  despatches  reached  Caraccas 
from  Bolivar,  which  fully  authorised 
Paez  to  hold  the  language  above 
mentioned.  We  single  out  a  letter, 
addressed  to  Dr.  Cristobal  Men- 
doza,  intendant  of  Venezuela, 
whom  Bolivar  says  he  selected  as 
the  organ  fof  communicating  his 
ideas  to  his  countrymen.  Among 
other  remarkable  expressions,  he 
writes,  "I  propose  the  Bolivia 
code,  which,  with  some  slight  alter- 
ations, appears  to  me,  suitable  to 
the  circumstances  of  Colombia." 
And  again ;  ^^  Colombia  is  the  sa- 
cred and  magical  word  of  all  good 
citizens  :  /,  mjfsdf^  am  the  rally- 
ing point  of  all  who  love  the  national 
glory,  and  the  rights  of  the  people." 
It  would  be  needless  to  recount 
the  public  meetings  of  the  va- 
rious municipalities,  in  addition  to 
those  we  have  already  described, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Caraccas 
meeting,  November  6th,  declaring 
the  departments  of  Venezuela  and 
Apure,  federal  states  ;  and  inviting 
the  other  departments  of  the  repu- 
bhc  to  confederate  with  them.  .In 
pursuance  of  this  invitation,  Paez  is- 
sued a  proclamation,  summoning  a 
constituent  assembly  to  meet  for  Ve- 


?5 


IM 


ANf^UAL  HEGISTER,  182&-4J. 


nezuela,  in  January,  .1827,  with- 
out waiting  for  the  general  conven- 
tion of  all  Colombia*  Suffice  it 
to.  say,  in  respect  to  all  the  meet- 
ings alluded  to,  that/ their  objects 
were  so  diverse ;  that  the  republic 
was  justly  declared,  by  Paez,  to 
be,  in  a  maimer,  resolved  into  its 
constituent  elements.  Venezuela 
and  Apure,  were  for  a  federal 
union ;  Guayaquil  adopted  the  Bo- 
livia code ;  the  Isthmus  desired  the 
Hanseatic  system;  scmie  depart- 
ments demanded  «  dictator,  others 
merely  a  modification  of  the  exist- 
ing constitution,  to  which  Cundina- 
marca  still  adhered,  as  the  true  so- 
cial compact  of  Colombia.  In 
such  a  scene  of  confusion,  Bolivar 
was  the  only  point,  to  which  all,  as 
with  one  accord,  looked  for  the  at- 
tainment of  their  several  objects. 

Hitherto,  no  bloodshed  had  arisen 
out  of  these  revolutionary  pro- 
ceedings, other  than  such  as  ordi- 
narily attends  a  mere  civil  commo- 
tioD,  and  the  pendency  of  martial 
law.  But  affiiirs  now  began  to 
assume  a  more  alarming  aspect 
Puerto  Cabello  refused  to  be  bound 
by  the  doings  of  the  late  meetings 
at  Caraccas,  which  caused  Paez  to 
hasten  thither,  to  restore  his  au- 
thmty.  The  government  at  Bo- 
gota, wfaidi,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
disturbances,  had  not  apprehend- 
ed any  serious  consequences  from 
-them;  or,  apprehending  them, 
had  cimcaakd   its    fears,   could 


no  longer  protend  indiftr 
revolution,  which  pervadt 
motest  departments  of  C 
and  was  fatal  alike  to  i 
the  constitution.  But  s 
power  to  enforce  the  I 
could  only  wait,  with 
of  the  republic,  to  be  n 
the  presence  of  one,  whoi 
might,  perhaps,  restorejtn 
by  substituting  despotiH 
place  of  anarchy. 

On  the  receipt  of  ooi 
tions  from  Guayaquil  u 
announcing  their  submii 
the  vice-president  made 
utterly  disapproving  of 
ceedings.  General  Sant 
clared,  that  so  long  m 
placed  at  the  bead  of  tfai 
ment,  and  one  solitary  vil 
be  found  to  respect  the 
tion,  he  would  firmly  soft 
sacrifice  to  it  his  life  and 

At  Cumana,  defenw 
tions  were  now  oon 
General  Bermudez,  who 
in  his  fidelity  to  the  eo 
took  possession  of  the  b 
the  mouth  of  the  Cumaaa 
was  joined  by  colonel  Mc 
had  previously  promoted  i 
tionary  proceedings  ai 
A  slight  engagement  ael 
place,  in  November,  bel 
neral  Bermudez  and  ooli 
who  held  Cumana  for  l9 
tionists.  Creneral  Bern 
only  a  small  force,  and 
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:Ceated  by  the  insurgents,  was  obli-    nouncing  his  coming.     "  Colombi- 
■  to  retreat  t6  Barcelona.  bians,"  he  said,  "  the  sound  of  your 

General  Pedro  Briceno  Mendez,    discord  penetrated  my  ears  in  the 
ring  arrived  at  Puerto  Cabello,    capital  of  Peru.''     He  declared  his 
^^fovember  22d,  was  prevailed  upon    devotion  to  every  citizen  of  the  re- 
remain  and  take  the  command  ;    pubhc  to  be  the  same,  unchanged, 
Lionel  Gala,  the  governor  appoint-    undiminished,  by  their  decisions. 
|>y  Paez,  having  been  deposed    "  Within  your   borders,"  he  said, 
J  the  officers  on  duty  there,  in  con-    "  there  is  but  one  to  blame.     I  am 
^sequence  of  the  doings  of  the  last    the  man.     I  have  too  long  delayed 
^Dieeting  m  Caraccas.    Paez,  as  we    my  return.     I  present  myself  the 
stated,  was  desirous  to  re-    victim  of  your  sacrifice ; — let  your 
luco  the  town ;  but  an  attack  un-    blows  fall   on  me ; — they  will  be 
by  a  few  companies  be-    most  acceptable  to  one,  if  they  sa- 
onging  to  him  was  ineffectual ;  and    tisfy  your  animosity.     Colombians, 
subsequently  made  an  arrange-    I  am  among  you ;  let  the  scandal 
with  general  Mendez  to  sus-    of  your  outrages,  and  the  crime  of 
^^pend  fitfther  hostiHties,  and  wait    your    disunion    cease    at    once ! 
^of  the  arrival  of  Bolivar.  There  is  no  longer  a  Venezuela,-— 

Paez  continued  at  Valencia,  at  no  longer  a  Cundinamarca, — let  us 
time,  with  the  regular  troops  of  all  be  Colombians !" 
Ouayra  and  Caraccas,  deter-  Bolivar  arrived  at  Bogota  a 
lined  to  make  no  hostile  movement  month  later  than  had  been  fixed ; 
;  but  only  to  act  on  the  de-  namely,  November  14th;  and 
if  attacked.  Individufds  in  although  received  with  every  token 
and  Caraccas,  were  sub-  of  enthusiastic  welcome,  yet  indi- 
by  him  to  the  strictest  police  cations  were  not  wanting  of  suspi- 
;  and  all  foreigners  were  cions  concerning  his  fidelity  to  the 
to  interfere  in  political  af-  constitution.  But  in  his  reply  to 
hf  comments  or  otherwise  ;  the  vice-president's  address,  he  de- 
ince  came  of  the  actual  clared  his  resolution  to  maintain  it, 
^^proach  of  Bolivar,  when  the  ri-  and  to  restore  order  by  force  of 
^gor  of  military  law  was  relaxed.  arms,  if  driven  to  that  necessity. 

He  had  already  reached  Bogota.    He  assumed  the  extraordinary  pow- 
^As  he  approached  the  capital,  he    ers,  which,  by  the  constitution,  he 
restored  tranquillity  in  all  the  towns    was  authorised  to  exercise  in  cases 
through    which    he    passed.      At    of  rebellion  against  the  govern- 
^^Cxusyaqoil,  he  issued  a  prdclaraa-    ment.     Conunencing  by  proroga- 
tion, dated  September   13th,  an-    tion  of  the  congress,  he  proceeded 
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to  institute  various  essential  re- 
forms in  the  administration  ;  his  di- 
rect and  professed  object  being  to 
diminish  the  expenses  and  re-esta- 
blish the  credit  of  the  republic. 
With  this  intent,  he  proposed  to  re- 
duce the  army  from  40fiO0  to 
6,000  men ;  to  sell  or  lay  up  most 
of  the  ships  of  war ;  to  lessen  the 
number  of  persons  in  office,  by  uni- 
ting several  departments ;  and  by 
these  means,  so  to  economize  in  the 
public  charges,  as  to  reduce  them 
from  fourteen  millions  annually,  to 
three.  Whatever  ulterior  motives 
Bolivar  might  have,  whether  true 
or  false  to  the  liberties  of  his  coun- 
try^ it  was  impossible  not  to  feel 
confident,  that  these  changes  would 
have  a  most  salutary  effect  upon  the 
distresses  of  the  country. 

An  executive  decree,  dated  No- 
vember 23d,  made  known  the 
changes  in  the  president's  authori- 
ty. He  assigned,  as  reasons  for 
assuming  extraordinary  powers, 
three  causes  ;  the  civil  war  in  Vene- 
zuela ;  the  danger  of  invasion  from 
Cuba,  in  the  distracted  state  of  the 
republic ;  and  the  desire  of  a  majori- 
ty of  the  departments  : — for  which 
causes,  he  declared  himself  in  the 
exercise  of  the  transcendant  pow- 
ers emanating  from  the  constitu- 
tion ;  both  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
establishing internal  tranquillity, 
and  for  securing  the  repubtic 
against  anarchy  and  external  war. 
Among  the  testimonials  of  re- 


spect manifested  towards  the 
dent  on  his  return  to  Golombi 
ter  so  long  an  absence,  were  | 
addresses  from  the  agents  of  fi 
governments  residing  at  R 
In  the  course  of  his  reply  to  en 
Watts,  the  American  charg 
said  ;  ^^  This  land  places  its  1 
ness  in  imitating  the  exaraj 
glory,  of  liberty,  of  virtue,  wl 
receives  from  the  United  Stati 
If  sincere  in  the  expression  oi 
sentiments,  Colombia  has  tt 
to  fear  from  Bolivar's  ultimi 
signs. 

All  his  public  addreasoi 
proclamations  continued  to  b 
the  same  spirit.  So  presnaj 
the  necessity  of  his  preaoi 
Venezuela,  that  he  remainc 
ten  days  at  Bogota.  Prsfk 
his  departure,  he  issued  a  |i 
mation  dated  November  f^ 
which  he  protested  against  I 
putations  of  ambition,  whid] 
from  his  assuming  the  011 
command,  declaring  that  the 
ny  of  the  liberator  was  mon 
lime  than  the  throne.  ^^  I  re 
he  said,  ^^  to  submit  to  the 
portable  weight  of  the  magki 
for  in  moments  of  danger  to 
up  were  cowardice,  not  mode 
yet  count  on  me,  only  until  t 
or  the  people  recover  theii 
reignty." 

Upon  its  being  known  ill 
zuela  that  Bolivar  was  at 
Paez  issued  a  proclaroatioi 
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his  head  qumrters  at  Valencia,  full 
of  the  most  extravagant  eulogiu  ms  of 
I  he  liberator.  ^^  Prepare  yourselves, 
it  said,  to  receive  him  as  the  dry 
earth  does  tBe  fertilizing  dews  of 
heaven  :  hitherto  Bolivar  was  great 
beyond  admiration,  but  from  this 
day  forward,  Venezuela  owes  him  an 
apotheosis!" 

Bolivar  left  Bogota,  November 
2&tii,  for  Maracaybo,  which  he 
reached  I>ecember  16th,  accompa- 
nied by  a  numerous  suite,  where  he 
W9m  welcomed  with  the  greatest  re- 
joieings.  Immediately  on  his  arri- 
Tml^  be  issued  a  proclamation,  call- 
ing on  the  inhabitants  of  Venezuela, 
to  refrain  from  farther  bloodshed, 
a^Kf  assuring  them  that  a  convention 
siioaJd  be  assembled  without  delay, 
^c>r  the  redress  of  their  grievances. 
^  decree  followed  in  a  few  days, 
forth,  the  existence  of  civil 
r,  tnd  the  extraordinary  powers 
ID  him  ;  placing  the  depart* 
'•^^nts  of  Maturin,  Venezuela, 
^^vioooo,  and  Zulia,  under  his  im- 
^'^^diate  personal  orders ;  com- 
'^^^nding  the  instant  cessation  of 
^^^MMifities ;  and  declaring,  that 
^Q  Sectoral  colleges  should  as- 
^tuMe,  to  determine  when,  where, 
^*M  in  what  manner,  a  great  na- 
^OQal  convention  should  be  con- 
voked. 
XNirsiiing  his  rapid  progress,  Boli- 
arrived  in  Puerto  Cabello,  the 
day  of  December,  and  immedi- 
^t)ely  issued  a  decree,  guaranteeing 


to  every  one  perfect  freedom,  from 
molestation  for  any  thing  done  or 
said,  in  reference  to  reform;  to>* 
gether  with  security  to  the  persons, 
property,  and  offices,  of  those  en- 
gaged in  that  cause,  but  denouncing 
every  subsequent  act  of  hostili- 
ty, as  a  state  crime,  to  be  punish- 
ed according  to  law.  Paez  was 
continued  in  command,  by  name,  as 
military  and  civil  chief  ofVenezuela. 
Thus  have  we  brought  the  histo- 
ry of  the  interesting  events  in  Co- 
lombia and  Peru,  down  to  the  end 
of  the  year  1826,  faithfully  endea- 
voring to  present  an  exact  view  of 
the  deeds  and  declarations,  of  the 
prominent  actors  in  scenes  so  re^ 
markable.  On  taking  a  review  of 
the  pending  revolution  there,  it 
would  tfeem,  that  its  origin  was  ac<* 
cidental,  namely,  the  impeachment 
of  general  Paez  ;  its  progress  con- 
firmed and  hastened  by  the  discon- 
tents of  certain  departments,  on  ac- 
count of  aUeged  acts  of  misgovem- 
ment,  attributable  to  the  central 
system — its  professed  object,  the  as- 
sembling of  a  convention,  for  the 
reform  of  the  constitution,  immedi- 
ately. Were  all  these  things  simu- 
lated to  afford  Bolivar  a  plausible 
pretext  for  usurping  absolute  do- 
minion*? Or,  when  they  had  al- 
ready happened,  and  began  to 
threaten  the  overthrow  of  the 
state,  and  the  prostration  of  its 
credit,  did  that  all  powerful  indi- 
vidual, seize  on  the  occasion  to  be- 
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tray  the  liberties  of  his  too  confiding 
country  ?  We  confess,  many  cir- 
cumstances, which  the  attentive 
reader  will  have  gathered  from  our 
narrative,  if  they  do  not  warrant,  at 
least  encourage,  an  answer  in  the 
affirmative,  Ho  one  of  these  two 
questions. 

Yet,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
18  impossible  to  deny  the  evident 
necessity,  in  the  actual  contingency, 
fiuran  extraordinary  exertion  of  the 
personal  influence  of  the  liberator, 
supreme  as  he  is,  in  the  estimation 
of  all  parties,  to  allay  their  growing 
animosity.  Whether  his  hand  was, 
or  was  not,  instrumental  in  fasten- 
ing the  knot,  it  is  clear,  that  he 
alone,  is  able  to  unravel  its  tangled 
threads.  And  it  requires  no  slight, 
nor  ambiguous  proofe,  to  shake  the 
fame  of  Bolivar.  The  victorious 
apostle  of  freedom,  the  liberator  of 
Spanish  America,  from  transatlan- 
tic rule,  can  he,  with  the  fate  of  a 
series  of  ephemeral  usurpers  before 
his  eyes,  can  he  prefer  the  ignoble 
career  of  Iturbide,  to  the  peerless 
glory  of  Washington?  While 
the   events    themselves     are    still 


crowding  onward,  in  rapid 
ion,  we  will  not  seek  to  anticipate  the 
crisis,  by  pronouncing  prematurely, 
a  rash  opinion  concerning  it.     We 
hope  the  future  designs  of  Bolivar, 
are  as  pure  as  his  present  profess- 
ions.    He  is  in  the  exercise  of  those 
transcedental  powers,  provided  in 
the  constitution,  for  cases  of  the  last 
resort — ne  quid  detrimenti  respubli- 
ca  capiat.     An  extraordinary  con- 
vention is  to  assemble  immediately, 
instead  of   waiting  until  the  year 
1831,  the  period  fixed  for  the  trial 
of  the  constitution,  in  that  instru- 
ment itself.     If  Bolivar  discbarges 
his  duty  to  his  country,  to  liberty, 
to  his  fame,  to  himself,  he  will  truly 
have  earned  imperishable  laurels. 
Civil  war  has  already  vanished   at 
his  word,  as  before  an  enchanter's 
wand.     In  Colombia,  in  BoUvia,  io 
Peru,  he  is  now  supreme  ;  we  shall 
most  heartily  rejoice,  if  he  proves 
to  have  assumed  the  dictatorship, 
not  as  prompted  by  any  bad  ambi* 
tion,  but  solely,  and  honestly,  fiir 
the  salvation  of  his  Ueeding  and 
distracted  country. 


CHAPTER  IX. 


Independence  Aeknowledged — Character  of  Pedro — /noa- 
It  of  CkiquitM — Banda  Oriental — IneurrecUan — LavaUeja — Bai' 
tie  ef  Sarandi — The  Banda  united  to  Buenos  Ayres — Pedro  declares 
JVar — Progress  of  it — Future  prospects, 

of  Brazil,  as  we  have  mentioned 
elsewhere,  by  the  representations 
of  England.  The  acknowledgment 
was  made  known  by  letters  pa- 
tent, May,  1825,  and  was  fol- 
lowed up  by  a  treaty,  concluded  at 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  August,  of  the 
same  year,  in  which  John  recogni- 
zes Brazil  to  hold  the  rank  of  an 
empire,  independent,  and  separate 
from  Portugal,  and  yields  and  trans- 
fers the  sovereignty  of  the  empire 
to  his  son,  Don  Pedro.  Perpetual 
peace  between  the  two  countries 
being  established,  the  parties  mu- 
tually agreed  upon  a  reciprocity  of 
rights  and  commercial  privileges, 
for  the  inhabitants  of  Brazil  and 
Portugal.  Farther,  to  remedy  the 
effects  of  their  past  dissensions, 
they  respectively  agreed  to  restore 
all  property,  confiscated  or  captu- 
red, to  the  original  owner,  or  in- 
demnity in  lieu  of  it ;  and  stipula- 
ted that  the  rights  of  private  pro- 
perty, as  well  before,  as  since  the 
revolution,  should  be  held  sacred. 


Brazil  is  little  better  than  a  pure 
despotism ;   for,  although 
of  legislative  chambers, 
constitution ;  still  the  govern- 
ment is  maintained  by  hired  foreign 
soldiers,  and  the  emperor's  will  is 
absolute  in  all  things  of  a  political 
nature.     The  empire  was  founded 
tn  rebeflion  of  the  worst  kind,  that 
or   a  son  against  his  father;   but 
fltill  it  had  the  good  fortune  to  be 
V^mceMj  recognized,  in  the  first 
instance,  by  Portugal,  and  after- 
'^ards  by  the  other  principal  powers 
^  America  and   Europe.     Pedro 
^  now  engaged  in  a  war  with  the 
provinces  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  for  the 
Poeseaaion  of  the  Banda  Oriental, 
ID  which  both  parties  sustain  heavy 
^osaes,  for  the  sake  of  a  point  of 
^^<Hior  ;  and  therefore,  the  present 
'^^sioqr  of  Brazil,  including  the  pro- 
S^'esi  of  the  war,  will  furnish  us 
^th  many  incidents  worthy  of  nar- 
fation. 

John,  of  Portugal,  was  induced 
^  acknowledge  the  independence 
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notwithstanding  the  separation  of 
the  two  crowns. 

This  judicious  and  liberal  treaty, 
placed  the  independence  of  Brazil 
on  the  secure  foundation  of  public 
law,  and  left  the  emperor  nothing 
to  apprehend  from  Europe.  On  the 
death  of  his  father,  and  the  descent 
of  the  Portuguese  crown  to  him- 
self Pedro  wisely  renounced  his 
rights  in  favor  of  his  young  daugh- 
ter, Maria  da  Gloria,  well  judging 
that  his  condition,  as  emperor  of 
Brazil,  was  better  than  to  reign  in 
Portugal  with  a  divided  interest; 
convinced,  also,  of  the  difficulty  of 
keeping  countries  united,  which 
nature  designed  to  be  sepa- 
rate and  independent.  In  grant- 
ing to  Portugal  a  constitutional 
charter,  as  the  condition  of  his  re- 
nouncing the  crown,  his  conduct 
seems  hardly  reconcileable  to  his 
character.  But  in  other  respects, 
as  well  as  in  this  particular,  his 
measures  indicate  that  he  is  no  or- 
dinary man. 

Tyrant  as  he  is,  it  would  seem, 
that,  in  establishing  his  monarchy 
in  the  new  world,  he  ceased  to 
partake  of  the  incapacity,  which 
marks  so  many  of  the  royal  fami- 
lies of  Europe.  The  blood  of 
Braganza  is  regenerated  on  Ame- 
rican soil.  Pedro  is  repiited  to  be 
conversant  with  science  and  the 
arts,  more  than  is  becoming  in  a 
legitimate  prince.  He  is  dissolute 
in  his  morals,  it  is  true,  and  cruel 


in  his  temper.  But,  on 
hand,  he  is  brave  and 
danger ;  and  zealously  \ 
person,  over  the  concc 
army  and  navy,  with  ene 
ving  a  better  cause,  h 
ed  in  personal  appearanc 
to  it  an  enterprise  of  act 
of  intellect,  and  robustni 
stitution,  which  well  f 
for  the  high  part  which  I 
in  the  political  drama 
America. 

Before  he  became 
with  the  government  of 
Plata,  he  was  in  some 
drawing  upon  him  the 
Bolivar,  with  his  victorio 
bian  troops  from  Peru. 
the  Brazil  lian  troops  pio 
cuated  Chiquitos,  whiell 
possession  of  at  the  im 
Sebastian  Ramos,  the  % 
ahst  governor  ;  there  is 
Sucre  would  have  led  hi 
ing  legions  into  Mattogr 
dro,  therefore,  anxioual] 
ed  the  acts  of  his  office 
frontier,  declaring  his  < 
tion  to  preserve  a  strict 
in  the  contest,  between  il 
ants  of  Spanish  Ameiic 
mother  country.  So 
counts,  having  all  the  a 
of  authenticity,  ascribe  I 
a  design  to  pass  from  U 
into  Brazil :  that  we  incl 
lieve  he  had  it  in  <3 
tion.    We  do  not  rely  q 
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clamation  to  the  Brazillians,  which 
made  its  appearance,  alleging  to 
be  from  Bolivar,  but  bearing  in- 
controvertible marks  of  forgery. 
Oth^  documents,  better  entitled  to 
credit,  and  coming  to  us  through 
Bogota  and  Buenos  Ajrres,  afford 
surer  ground  for  the  same  belief. 
But  the  idea,  if  entertained,  was 
abandoned,  and  Pedro  was  left  to 
pursue  his  war  against  the  patriots, 
unmolested  by  so  formidable  a  foe. 

To  comprehend  the  origin  and 
merits  of  this  dispute,  we  must 
review  the  previous  history  of  the 
region  called  the  Banda Oriental,  ly- 
ing on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river 
La  Plata,  bounded  towards  the  south 
and  west  by  that  river,  and  its 
branch  the  river  Uruguay,  and  on 
the  northeast  by  the  Brazillian  pro- 
vince of  Rio  Grande. 

When  the  viceroyalty  of  Buenos 
Ayres  raised  the  standard  of  inde- 
pendence, it  is  well  known  that 
Artigas  maintained  himself  at 
Monte  Video  against  the  troops  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  and  compelled  the 
latter,  by  a  victory  gained  at  Gau- 
biju,  in  1815,  to  respect  his  flag, 
and  acknowledge  him  as  independ- 
ent chief  of  the  Banda  Oriental. 
But  hostilities  arising  between  him 
and  the  Brazillians ;  the  king  of 
Portugal,  after  making  great  sacri- 
fices, succeeded  in  driving  Artigas 
beyond  the  Uruguay,  and  remain- 
ed in  possession  of  thiB  Banda  Ori- 
ental,  claiming  in  right  of  con- 


quer, all  the  territory  which  that 
chief  possessed,  by  admission  of 
the  government  of  Buenos  Ayres. 

In  this  state,  things  remained 
in  the  Banda  Oriental  for  the  space 
of  four  years.  In  1821,  the  Bra- 
zillian government,  apprehending, 
probably,  some  weakness  in  the 
province,  summoned  a  congress  at 
Monte  Video,  and  induced  the  de- 
puties to  agree  to  an  act  for  incor- 
porating the  province  with  the 
kingdom  of  Brazil  and  Portugal. 
When  the  BraziQian  provinces  invi- 
ted Pedro  to  mount  the  throne, 
tile  cabUdos^  cities  and  troops  of 
the  Banda  Oriental  also  proclaim- 
ed him,  and  took  the  oath  of  fideli- 
ty. From  that  period,  the  empe- 
ror retained  possession  of  the  pro- 
vince, until  the  spring  of  1826. 

At  this  time,  general  Le  Cor  com- 
manded there  for  Pedro,  with  2,000 
troops,  supported  by  a  small  naval 
squadron.  But  the  inhabitants 
were  wholly  dissatisfied  with  their 
situation,  preferring  independence, 
probably,  to  any  other  pdilical 
condition  ;  but  choosing  to  form  a 
component  member  of  the  repub- 
lic of  the  river  Plate,  rather  than  to 
be  the  subject  of  Brazil.  One  of  the 
soldiers  of  Artigas,  called  Fruc- 
tuoso  Rivera,  had  entered  the  Bra- 
zillian service,  and  risen  to  the 
rank  of  brigadier,  in  concert  with 
some  private  individuals  in  Buenos 
Ayres,  he  proclaimed  independ- 
ence April  27th,  and  speedily  gain- 
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cd  possession  of  Maldonado.  Soon 
Afterwards,  a  small  force,  headed 
by  a  patriot  of  some  distinction, 
D.  Juan  Antonio  Lavalleja,  set  out 
from  Buenos  Ay  res,  landed  on  the 
eastern  shore  of  the  river,  and 
forming  a  junction  with  Rivera,  H- 
bcrated  the  whole  Banda  Oriental, 
except  the  towns  of  Monte  Video 
and  Colonia. 

Intelligence  of  these  events 
reached  Rio  by  the  middle  of  May ; 
and  the  government  promptly  de- 
spatched a  reinforcement  of  1 ,500 
men  to  the  succof  of  Monte  Video. 
Their  timely  arrival,  saved  the  city. 
During  the  summer  months,  the 
hostile  operations  of  the  two  par- 
ties were  inconsiderable ;  but  in 
most  of  the  engagements  which 
took  place,  the  patriots  were  vic- 
torious ;  and  their  cause  constant- 
ly and  rapidly  went  on,  acquiring 
solidity  and  support.  They  kept 
a  body  of  men  near  Colonia, 
commanded  by  D.  Ignacio  Oribe, 
whilst  Lavalleja  threatened  M9nte 
Video,  and  Rivera  carried  on  the 
war  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Rio  Ne- 
gro. 

Under  these  circumstances,  a 
provisional  government  was  or- 
ganized in  June,  which  held  its 
meetings  in  the  village  of  Florida. 
They  appointed  D.  Manuel  Calle- 
ros  president  of  the  province,  and 
Lavalleja  commander-in-chief,  re- 
lying upon  his  influence  to  procure 
the  protection  of  the  government 


of  the  United  Provinces,    or   ai 
least,  aid  from  the  inhabitanti 
Buenos  Ayres.      Whether 
leja  acted  upon  his  sole  reapoiui — 
bihty  in  undertaking  the  ezpedi — 
tion,  or  not,  does  not  appear ;    but. 
however  this  may  be,  the  Orien* 
talists    received    such 


from  him   and  other    citiaEens  or 
Buenos    Ayres,  that,  in  Augusts 
they  passed  resolutions, 
their  acts  of  submission  to*  BrasiL 
void,  and  demanding  to  be  re-ad — 
mitted  into  union  with   the 
vinces  of  tlie  Rio  de  la  Plata. 

In  the  meantime,  a 
squadron  commanded  by  admiraK^ 
Lobo,  .arrived  in  the  river,  an 
despatched  a  communication  to 
executive  government  at  Buen 
Ayres,  requiring  explanation  reJa 
tive  to  the  alleged  interfisrence 
the  republic,  in  behalf  of  the  Ban- 
da  Oriental.     But  Lobo  havhig  no 
proper  credentials,  the  mimater 
the  republic  refused  to  hold  a 
plomatic  correspondence  with  him 
repelling,  however,  the  charge  oi 
having  assisted  the  patriots.    Here 
the  correspondence   ended,    with 
the  admiral's  signifying  his  inten 

tion    of    remaining    off    Buenos-^ 

Ayres,  to  intercept  any  sopplies-^ 
designed  to  aid  the  insurgents,  or* 
act  against  Monte  Video. 

Without  dwelling  upon  various 
skirmishes,  and  minor  actions  of 
material  consequence,  individually, 
we  come  to  the  decisive  battle 
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which  gave  character  and 
I,  at  once,  to  the  revolu- 
rthe  Banda  Oriental.  On 

of  October,  a  body  of 
1  cavalry,  consisting  of 
■and  soldiers,  and  com- 
ff  colonel  Ventos  Manuel, 
red  an  equal  force  of  pa- 
the  coast  of  Sarandi,  led 
lleja.  The  battle  was  a 
qpe ;  for  the  patriots  dash- 
Qously  upon  the  Brazil- 
Ofd  in  had,  and  fought 
r  sabres  alone,  until,  in  a 
B,  they  gained  a  complete 
Fhe  imperialists  lost  about 
■  in  killed  and  prisoners, 
with  2,000  stand  of  arms, 
•  of  artillery,  their  horses, 
•t  quantity  of  munitions 
while  the  whole  loss  of 
iti  but  little  exceeded  100 
)  remarkable  a  diflerence 
MB  of  tlie  two  parties, 
dnce  the  reader  to  sus- 
BO  exaggeration  in  the 
coouDt  of  the  battle,  did 
now  its .  peculiar  circum- 

The  fact  is,  that  tlie  Bra- 
Ivanced  at  a  canter,  with 
bines  ready  to  discharge, 
nbres  remaining  sheath- 
seting  their  antagonists 
proach  in  the  same  order, 
revious  to  coming  to  close 

Lavalleja,  on  the  con- 
ned his  men  to  draw  their 
iving  their  carbines  swung 
rir  backs  for  protection^ 


and  pushed  them  in  among  the  Bra- 
zillians,  at  full  gallop,  regardless  of 
the  fire  of  the  latter,  so  as  to  en-' 
gage  at  once,  hand  to  hand.  Tho 
Brazillians,  therefor^,  being  taken 
unawares,  had  not  sufficient  time 
to  throw  away  their  carbines  and 
draw  their  sabres,  ere  the  patriots 
were  in  the  midst  of  them,  hewing 
down  their  disordered  ranks. 

Nothing  could  equal  the  rejoicings 
at  Buenos  Ayres,  on  receiving  in- 
formation of  this  splendid  victory. 
The  Argentine  congress  no  longer 
hesitated  what  course  \o  pursue. 
At  their  sitdng,  October  25th,  they 
decreed  to  incorporate  the  Banda 
Oriental  into  the  republic.  Ac- 
cordingly, the.  minister  of  foreign 
affairs  notified  the  Brazilian  go- 
vernment of  this  determination. 
He  referred  to  the  circumstance, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  that  pro- 
vince, having  recovered,  by  their 
own  efibrts,  the  freedom  of  the  ter- 
ritory occupied  by  Don  Pedro's 
forces,  and  established  a  regu- 
lar government,  had  announced 
their  solemn  wish  to  bo  reunited 
to  the  Argentine  provinces.  Tho 
republic  could  not,  without  injus- 
tice to  itself,  abstain  from  tlie  ex- 
ercise of  its  indisputable  rights  to 
tlio  province,  nor  leave  its  inhabit- 
ants to  tlieir  fate.  Congress  had. 
therefore,  resolved,  that  the  Banda 
Oriental  should  be  reincorporated 
in  fact,  with  tlie  United  Provinces, 
to  which  it  of  rijBrht  belonged,  and 
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desired  to  belong ;  and  stood 
pledged  to  provide  for  its  defence 
and  security.  The  republic  did 
not  seek  a  war  with  Brazil,  and 
would  strike  only  in  self-defence ; 
but  would  resolutely  exert  aU  the 
means  in  its  power,  to  maintain  the 
integrity' and  inviolability  of  its  ter- 
ritory. 

Pedro  did  not  long  delay  in  ma- 
king a  formal  declaration  of  war, 
against  the  republic.  Both  among 
Brazillians  and  foreigners,  but  one 
sentiment  existed,  in  regard  to  war ; 
all  thinking  it  impolitic  and  unjust, 
and  fearing  it  would  be  fatal  to  the 
imperial  djrnasty,  if  long  continued. 
Nevertheless,  the  declaration  of  war 
was  issued,  December  30th,  and 
the  most  vigorous  efforts  made  for 
prosecuting  it  with  effect.  Pedro 
declared  Buenos  Ayres,  and  the 
other  ports  of  the  repubUc,  in  a 
state  of  rigorous  blockade.  In 
Rio,  aU  were  engaged  in  fitting  out 
the  navy,  and  enlarging  the  army  ; 
and  to  supply  them  with  men,  the 
government  ^resorted  to  the  odious 
expedient  of  impressment  by  force. 

To  judge  of  the  lawless  and  ar* 
bitrary  proceedings  of  the  govern- 
ment on  the^e  occasions*,  a  single 
incident  is  sufficient.  The  pro- 
vince of  Ceara  was  suffering  for 
want  of  provisions,  occasioned  by 
drought.  The  president  of  that 
province  offered  Pedro  2,000  re- 
cruits ;  and  the  latter  immediately 
chartered  vessels,  for  the  transport 


of  the  people,  who  were 
minately  seized  by  the  sokBers. 
Their  orders  were,  to  irapren  ud 
convey  to  prison,  every  fireman, 
able  to  bear  arms,  until  the  reqni* 
site  number  ^ould  be  obtained. 
By  such  cruel  means  it  was,  that 
Pedro  procured  the  suppties  for  him 
naval  and  land  service. 

Connected  with  the  declaratioa 
of  war,  was  a  document  of  Ike 
same  date,  setting  forth  the 
sons,  in  vindication  of  the 
sure.  Pedro  alleged  that  ^bm 
province  of  Banda  Oriental,  was  « 
member  of  the  Brazillian  empire;| 
by  right  of  conquest  fit>m  Artiga8« 
and  by  the  subsequent  acts  of  its 
inhabitants,  who  had  v<^uiitaril|r 
annexed  themselves  to  Brazil.  H6 
denied,  that  the  Argentine  r^mblic 
had  any  claims  upon  the  territory, 
because  Buenos  Ayres  and  the 
Banda  Oriental  being  alike  iosur* 
gent  Spanish  colonies,  neither  of 
them  possessed  any  rights  of  aa- 
premacy  over  the  other.  Finally, 
he  accused  the  republic,  of  having 
excited  Fructuoso  Rivera  to  revoll, 
and  furnished  Lavalleja  with  re* 
sources  to  fan  the  spark  into  flame. 
These  are,  in  brief,  the  fundam^it- 
al  grounds,  upon  which  Pedro 
rested  the  justice  of  his  cauae,  in 
his  long  and  circumstantial  mam* 
festo. 

The  sipple  truth  is,  that  nether 
Buenos  Ayres  nor  Brazil  has  asf 

■  

substantial  title  to  the  Banda  On- 
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^^tal.  When  the  revolution  took 
S^hoe,  Monte  Video,  with  its  de- 
territory,  was  utterly  averse 
continuing  subject  to  Buenos 
^yres.  It  was  the  desire  of  the 
'^Qliabitants  to  have  an  independent 
SOrenunent.  It  was  their  right,  so 
^&r,  at  least,  as  respected  any  claim 
^^  supremacy,  from  other  Spanish 
'JH^owinces.  Hence  arose  the  suc- 
of  Artigas.  He  could  never 
maintained  himself  indepen- 
ol*  Buenos  Ayres,  had  not  the 
of  the  Orientalists  been 
luBK.  On  the  other  hand, 
not  the  shadow  of 


to  one  foot  of  the  territory, 
liieli  it  ii  seeking  to  hold.     Hoe- 

,  invasion,  and  con- 
it  is  true,  gave  the  king  of 
€^rtMMg9l  a  species  of  title  ;  but  it 
not  one,  which  the  conquered, 
were  under  any  obliga- 
to  respect.     They  reluctantly 
to  the  Brazillian  yoke,  un- 
fiivorable  occasion  came  for 
it   off;   and   we  heartily 
they  may  achieve  their  in- 
of  such    a    govem- 


Tlie  Banda  Oriental,  in  the  hands 
oC  Brazil,  will  continue  to  be  a 
half-peopled  waste,    and   a 
source  of  contention   to 
tlie  neighboring  powers.     We  care 
little,    therefore,    whether   it  be- 
permanently,  a  member  of 
Argentine  confederacy,  or  ob- 
a  separate  government  of  its 


own;  desirous  only,  in  eiliMr 
event,  that  it  may  be  released  from 
the  arbitrary  rule  of  Don  Pedro. 

We  do  not  purpose  to  attempt 
giving,  at  present,  a  narrative  of  the 
military  or  naval  operations  of  tiie 
last  year,  which  have  not,  thus  ftr, 
produced  any  decisive  result.  It 
has  been  alike  prejudicial  to  the 
afiairs  of  Brazil,  and  of  her  an- 
tagonist. Whilst  Pedro  has  main- 
tained a  blockade,  more  or  less  ^ 
fectual,  of  the  river  La  Plata,  the 
Patriots,  on  the  other  hand,  cut  up 
the  Brazillian  commerce^  with  {heir 
privateers  and  swift  sailing  cruisers. 
The  republic,  however,  acts  rather 
on  the  defensive,  except  in  the 
Banda  Oriental  itself,  all  of  wlneh 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  pa* 
triots  at  the  last  advices,  save  only 
Monte  Video  and  Colonia.  These 
two  places  continued  in  the  same 
condition,  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
as  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war ;  held  by  the  Brazillians,  but 
invested  by  the  Patriots,  with  such 
means  of  maintaining  a  siege  as 
they  could  command.  On  the  sea, 
admiral  Brown,  the  chief  of  the 
naval  forces  of  the  republic,  has 
compensated,  by  his  bravery,  ac- 
tivity, and  address,  for  the  inferi- 
ority of  his  navy,  and  obtained 
many  brilliant  advantages  over  the 
Imperialists.  Should  he  be  joined 
by  the  Chilian  squadron,  according 
to  expectation,  their  united  strength 
would    enable  him  to   imdertake 
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some  enterprize  of  magnitude. 
Towards  the  close  of  the  year,  the 
emperor  himself  sailed  from  Rio, 
for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  the 
war  in  person  with  renewed  vigor ; 
and  the  Patriot  army,  in  the  Banda 
Onental,  under  general  Alvear, 
was  preparing  for  a  movement 
upon  the  province  of  Rio  Grande. 
By  the  prosecution  of  the  war, 
as  must  be  readily  perceived,  the 
commerce  of  neutral  nations  un- 
dergoes much  inconvenience.  It  is 
more  prejudicial  to  France  and 
Great  Britain,  than  to  the  United 
States;  but  it  leads  to  repeated 
collisions,  of  no  very  pleasant  na- 
ture, between  our  citizens  and  the 
Braziilian  officers.  We  have  men- 
tioned  the  introduction  of  the  press 


gang  into  Brazil, — a  mode  o 
ing  soldiers  and  marinen 
suited  to  the  genius  of  that  g 
ment,  which  persists  to  the 
sanctioning  the  slave  trade,  m 
is  declared  infamous  by  law  i 
all  other  civilized  nations, 
dro's  mercenaries,  in  the  pr 
tion  of  their  arbitrary  levies 
more  than  once  had  the  ai 
to  impress  Americans.  R 
abuse  is  of  more  limited  ope 
than  the  futile  attempts  of  d 
peror  to  enforce  a  paper  Uo 
which  the  United  Statesjbav 
dily  resisted,  and,  we  tnm 
never  cease  to  resist,  whatefn 
examples  of  European  ant 
Pedro  may  allege  in  vindical 
a  principle  so  absurd « 
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Of  all  foreign  nations,  the 
most  interesting  and  instructive  as 
t  study  for  American  statesmen,  is 
England.  It  was  the  land  of  our 
ibrefiithers,  who,  while  they  fled 
bere  for  refuge  from  the  cruelty,  in- 
justice, and  bigot7  of  their  mother 
country,  brought  with  them  too 
many  of  its  institutions  for  their 
posterity  to  lose  entirely  the  feel- 
ings of  association  with  a  people 
Wing  a  common  language,  a  com- 
n^on  origin,  and  kindred  laws  and 
^terature.  Our  forms  of  legislation 
^e  borrowed  in  a  great  measure, 
from  the  English.  Parhmentary 
^Oquence  is  the  same  thing  here 
^t  it  is  there  ;  it  is  embodied  in 
^  same  rich,  copious,  expressive, 
iiervous  tongue  ;  it  speaks  to  the 
people  in  cither  country,  ihrough 
the  organs  of  the  press,  and  bears  the 
same  vivid  impress  of  popular  ora- 
tory ;  it  is  attached,  in  no  small  de- 
gree, to  the  same  topics  of  discus- 
sion. We  are  the  rivals  each  of 
the  other  in  maritime  commerce, 
IB  we  are  in  naval  glory  ;  and  the 
If^ing  measures  of  our  internal 


policy,^  have  like  objects,  to  wit, 
the  encouragement  of  the  sister 
arts  of  agriculture,  manufactures, 
and  commerce.  We,  however, 
enjoy  the  pecuUar  blessing  of 
a  republican  government,  which 
ensures  to  us  equal  rights,  and  enr 
ables  us  to  employ  our  resources 
and  faculties  with  the  least  restraint 
consistent  with  the  maintenance  of 
civil  order.  Economy,  and  frugal- 
ity, also,  as  much  distinguish  our 
administration  of  afiairs,  as  the  op- 
posite qualities  do  the  practice  of 
the  British  empire.  But  the  very  dif- 
ferences in  policy  between  the  two 
countries,  constitute  a  source  of  in- 
struction to  us.  We  shall  tlierefore 
devote  a  larger  space  to  the  history 
of  Great  Britain,  than  that  of  any 
other  country  will  require. 

During  most  of  the  period  em- 
braced by  our  plan.  Great  Britain 
has  been  at  peace  with  all  the 
world,  if  we  except  some  slight 
contests  in  Western  Africa,  and  the 
Burmese  war, waged  by  her  depend- 
encies  in  the  East  Indies.  Her 
measures   of  foreign  policy  will. 
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therefore,  demand  less  of  our  atten- 
tion, than  the  internal  condition  of 
the  country,  and  the  state  of  its 
great  pecuniary  interests,  which 
have  undergone  essential  changes. 

* 

A  large  portion  of  the  matter  be- 
longing to  the  national  history, 
either  consisting  of  acts  of  parlia- 
ment, or  of  incidents  very  fully  dis- 
cussed in  that  body,  we  shall  begin 
with  a  brief  review  of  the  parlia- 
mentary proceedings  of  the  year 
1826,  premising  an  account  of 
some  of  the  principal  cabinet  minis- 
ters. 

The  earl  of  Liverpool,  is  first 
lord  of  the  treasury,  and  prime  mi- 
nister. From  his  advanced  age,  he 
is  not  presumed  to  bear  so  large  a 
share  of  the  duties  of  administra- 
tion as  some  of  his  colleagues  ;  but 
is  the  principal  organ  of  the  minis- 
try in  the  house  of  lords. 

Lord  Eldon  has  held  the  office  of 
lord  chancellor  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  He,  like  his  brother,  sir 
William  Scott,  now  lord  Stowell, 
has  been  eminently  successful  in 
life ;  and  though  the  earl  of  Eldon 
cannot  be  denied  the  gifts  of  great 
acuteness  and  learning,  yet  he 
seems  to  have  outlived'  much  of  his 
usefulness,  and  injured  his  fame  by 
too  great  tenaciousness  of  office. 
In  his  potitical  character,  he  sturdi- 
ly opposes  improvements  in  trade, 
in  law,  and  in  foreign  policy ;  and 
the  intolerable  ddays  of  his  court, 
are  the  subject  of  ^eat  and  merited 


complaints.  The  appoint 
vice  chancellor  and  a  qpe 
house  of  lords,  are  exped 
adopted  for  his  relief  6*01 
the  multifarious  duties  o 
cellorship. 

The  acknowledged  b 
ministry  in  point  of  tak 
Canning,  secretary  of  si 
reign  affairs.  He  was  boi 
of  respectable,  but  not 
distinguished  parentage; 
a  legal  education,  he  de 
self  to  the  career  of  pol 
came  into  parhament  i 
age  in  1793,  under  tiM 
of  Mr.  Pitt ;  and  being  d 
ed  for  his  literary  acquire 
abilities,  he  speedily  rose  i 
Under  Pitt's  ministry,  he 
duced  into  office.  On 
man's  retirement  in  1801 
ning  also  resigned  his  p 
resumed  office  on  Mr.  I 
ration,  and  held  it  until  fa 
1806.  Afterwards  he  n 
tary  of  state  a  short  tu 
signed  in  consequence  o 
derstanding  with  lord  G 
Towards  the  close  of  t 
man's  life,  Mr.  Cannin 
seem  to  have  become  r 
the  former  being  made  p 
the  board  of  control,  ax 
cepting  a  mission  to 
When  lord  Londonderr] 
died  by  suicide  in  1822, 
ning  was  preparing  to  g 
in  the  capacity  of  govern 
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But  in  September,  he  was  crea-  office  to  the  present  time,  with  va- 

ted  foreign  secretary,  although  not  rying  fluctuations  of  popularity,  ac- 

without    opposition     from    some  cording  to  the  stormy  vicissitudes 

members  of  the  cabinet ;   and   it  of  Irish  politics.     By  the  splendor 

was  said  from  the  king   himself,  of  his   achievements,   when    lord 

By  the  hberality  of  his  foreign  poli-  Mornington,  and  governor-general 

cy  in  that  office  for  the  last  four  of  India,  he  is  widely  known ;  al- 

years,  he  has,  on  the  whole,  and  as  though  since  outstripped,  in  the  car 

compared  witli  his  immediate  pre-  reer  of  fame  and  fortune,  by  his 

decessors,  obtained  the  general  ap-  younger  brother,  the  duke  of  Wel- 

probatfon  of  his  countrymen.  hngton.     A  succession  of  decisive 

Mr.  Huskisson,  president  of  the  victories  over  Tippoo,  Sindia,  and 

board  of  trade,  and  Mr.  Robinson,  Holkar,   and  other   great    advan- 

chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  have  tages  gained  from  the  native  chiefe, 

acted  in  unison  in  their  views  of  render  lord  Mornington's  adminis- 

trade  and  finance,   which  accord,  tratton  of  India,  one  of  the  most 

in  some  respects,  with  those  of  the  brilliant  epochs  in  its  history, 

political  economist  of  tlie  liberal  The  year   1825,  was  signalized 

school.     Their  plans  have  been,  as  by  a  political   events   which   had 

yet,  but  partially  ~  introduced  ;  and  been  for  some  time  a/iticipated, — 

the  merit  of  them  is  still  in  the  tlie  recognition,  by  Great  Britain, 

course  of  trial.  of  the  independence  of  the  states 

The  home  secretary,  Mr.  Peel,  of  Mexico,  Buenos  Ayres,  and  Co- 

ia  chiefly  remarkable    for  parlia-  lombia.     They  were  already  inde- 

Qkentary  talents,  and  those  are  ge-  pendent,  in  fact;  and  the  acknow- 

oerally  exerted  on  the  high  church  ledgmcnt  of  their  sovereignty,  by 

aide^  of  all  political  questions.  the  United  States,  drew  ailer  it  a 

The  other  members  of  the  car  similar  act  of  justice  from  Eng- 

binet  are,  lords  Harrowby,  West-  land. .  Indeed,  the  commercial  in- 

moreland,     Melville,    Wellington,  terest  of  tlie  kingdom  loudly  de- 

Bathurst,  Bexley,  and  Sidmouth,  manded  the  measure ;  the  expedi- 

and  Mr.  Wynn.    To  these  person-  ency  of  which,  was  not  less  mani- 

agea,  public  opinion  ascribes  a  part  fest,  than  its  justice  and  generosity. 

tvbordinate,  in  some  degree,  to  that  It  excited    much    speculation    in 

of  their   colleagues,  in  the  groat  France ;  and  Sr.  Zca  Berinudez, 

measures  of  public  policy.  the  Spanish  prime  miiiister,  pro- 

The   marquis  of  Wellcsley,  asp-  tested  against  it,  in  a  long  state 

pomted  lord-lieutentant  of  Ireland,  paper,  which  was  ably  answered  by 

in  I>ecember,  1821,  has  held  that  Mr.  Cannincr. 
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ed  possession  of  Maldonado.  Soon 
afterwards,  a  small  force,  headed 
by  a  patriot  of  some  distinction, 
D.  Juan  Antonio  Lavalleja,  set  out 
from  Buenos  Ayrcs,  landed  on  the 
eastern  shore  of  the  river,  and 
ibrmin|r  a  junction  witli  Rivera,  li- 
berated the  whole  Banda  Oriental, 
except  the  towns  of  Monte  Video 
and  Colouia. 

Intelligence  of  these  events 
reached  Rio  by  the  middle  of  May ; 
and  the  government  promptly  de- 
spatched a  reinforcement  of  1,500 
men  to  the  succof  of  Monte  Video. 
Their  timely  arrival,  saved  the  city. 
During  the  summer  months,  the 
hostile  operations  of  the  two  par- 
lies were  inconsiderable ;  but  in 
most  of  the  engagements  which 
took  place,  tlie  patriots  were  vic- 
torious ;  and  their  cause  constant- 
ly and  rapidly  went  on,  acquiring 
solidity  and  support.  They  kept 
a  body  of  men  near  Colonia, 
commanded  by  D.  Ignacio  Oribe, 
whilst  Lavalleja  threatened  M9nte 
Video,  and  Rivera  carried  on  the 
war  in  tlic  vicinity  of  the  Rio  Ne- 
gro. 

Under  these  circumstances,  a 
provisional  government  was  or- 
ganized in  June,  wliich  held  its 
meetings  in  tiie  village  of  Florida. 
They  appointed  D.  Mnniiel  Calle- 
ros  president  of  the  province,  and 
Lavalleja  commander-in-chief,  re- 
lying upon  his  influence  to  procure 
the  protection  of  the  government 


of  the  United  Provinces,  or  at 
least,  aid  from  the  inhabitanti  of 
Buenos  Ayres.  Whether  L&vml-' 
loja  acted  upon  his  sole  reflponsi- 
bdity  in  undertaking  the  expedi- 
tion, or  not,  does  not  appear ;  but, 
however  this  may  be,  the  Orien- 
talists received  such  aBsurances 
from  him  and  other  citizens  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  that,  in  August, 
they  passed  resolutions,  declaring 
their  acts  of  submission  to*  Braxil 
void,  and  demanding  to  be  re-ad- 
mitted into  union  with  the  pro- 
vinces of  the  Rio  do  la  Plata. 

In  the  meantime,  a  Braxillian 
s<]uadron  commanded  by  admiral 
Lobo,  arrived  in  the  river,  and 
despatched  a  communication  to  the 
ext^cutive  government  at  Buenos 
Ayres,  requiring  explanatioD  rela- 
tive to  the  alleged  interference  of 
the  republic,  in  behalf  of  the  Ban- 
da  Oriental.  But  Lobo  haring  no 
proper  credentials,  the  miiuster  of 
tlie  republic  refused  to  hold  a  di- 
plomatic correspondence  with  him, 
repelling,  however,  the  charge  of 
having  assisted  the  patriots.  Here 
the  correspondence  ended,  with 
the  admirars  signifying  his  inten- 
tion  of  remaining  off  Buenos 
Ayres,  to  intercept  any  snpplies 
designed  to  aid  the  insurgents,  or 
act  against  Monte  Video. 

Witliout  dwelling  upon  various 
skirmishes,  and  minor  actions  of  ho 
material  consequence,  individually, 
wc  come  to  the  decisive  battle  of 
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^^arandi,  which  gave  character  and 
'"•isolation,  at  once,  to  the  revolu- 
'^ioniats  of  the  Banda  Oriental.  On 
1 2th  of  October,  a  body  of 
illian  cavahy,  consisting  of 
"^iro  thousand  soldiers,  and  com- 
^aoanded  by  colonel  Ventos  Manuel, 
^Bocountered  an  equal  force  of  pa- 
on  the  coast  of  Sarandi,  led 
»7  LATslleja.  The  battle  was  a 
change ;  for  the  patriots  dash- 
impetuously  upon  the  Brazil- 
,  sword  in  had,  and  fought 
their  sabres  alone,  until,  in  a 
time,  they  gained  a  complete 
.  The  imperialists  lost  about 
<«000  men  in  killed  and  prisoners, 
with  2,000  stand  of  arms, 
of  artillery,  their  horses, 
-^umI  a  great  quantity  of  munitions 
^war;  while  the  whole  loss  of 
the  patriots  but  little  exceeded  100 
meou  So  remarkable  a  difference 
in  the  Umb  of  the  two  parties, 
nngfat  induce  the  reader  to  sus- 
pect some  exaggeration  in  the 
fidor's  account  of  the  battle,  did 
we  not  know  its.  peculiar  circum- 
stances* The  fact  is,  that  the  Bra- 
ziDians  advanced  at  a  canter,  with 
their  carbines  ready  to  discharge, 
ind  their  sabres  remaining  sheath- 
ed, expecting  their  antagonists 
iPooid  approach  in  the  same  order, 
and  fire  previous  to  coming  to  close 
quarters.  Lavalleja,  on  the  con- 
trary, caused  his  men  to  draw  their 
aabres,  leaving  their  carbines  swung 
their  backs  for  protection^ 


and  pushed  them  in  among  the  Bra- 
zilians, at  full  gallop,  regardless  of 
the  fire  of  the  latter,  so  as  to  en- 
gage at  once,  hand  to  hand.  The 
Brazilians,  therefore,  being  taken 
unawares,  had  not  sufficient  time 
to  throw  away  their  carbines  and 
draw  their  sabres,  ere  tlie  patriots 
were  in  the  midst  of  them,  hewing 
down  their  disordered  ranks. 

Nothing  could  equal  the  rejoicings 
at  Buenos  Ayres,  on  receiving  in- 
formation of  this  splendid  victory. 
The  Argentine  congress  no  longer 
hesitated  what  course  \o  pursue. 
At  their  sitting,  October  25th,  they 
decreed  to  incorporate  the  Banda 
Oriental  into  the  republic.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs  notified  the  Brazilhan  go- 
vernment of  this  determination. 
He  referred  to  the  circumstance, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  that  pro- 
vince, having  recovered,  by  their 
own  efforts,  the  freedom  of  the  ter- 
ritory occupied  by  Don  P<jdro'« 
forces,  jand  established  a  regu- 
lar government,  had  announced 
their  solemn  wish  to  be  reunited 
to  the  Argentine  provinces.  The 
republic  could  not,  without  injus- 
tice to  itself,  abstain  from  the  ex- 
ercise of  its  indisputable  rights  to 
the  province,  nor  leave  its  inhabit- 
ants to  tlieir  fate.  Congress  had^, 
tlierefore,  resolved,  that  the  Banda 
Oriental  should  be  reincorporated 
in  fact,  with  the  United  Provinces, 
to  which  it  of  ricrht  belonged,  and 
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long  debates,  in  each  house,  was  ministry  now  contained  more  liberal 
finally  passed  by  large  majorities,  "elements.  Mr.  Canniog  bein^ 
and  received  the  royal  assent.  It  known  to  be  favorable  to  the  cause 
had  the  undivided  support  of  the  of  tolerance,  and  common  sense, 
ministry  ;  several  of  them,  who  great  reUance  was  placed  upon  bie 
w^rc  in  favor  of  catholic  emancipa-  talents,  his  popularity,  and  his  infla- 
tion, thinking,  nevertheless,  that  ence  in  the  cabinet,  and  in  psriift- 
the  association  ought  not  to  exist,  ment.  The  Irish  catholics,  there- 
The  catholic  association  yielded  to  fore,  and  their  friends,  combined  to 
the  law  without  a  struggle  ;  but  a  make  a  dehberate  and  serious  at- 
new  one  was  immediately  formed,  tempt,  to  gain  admission  to  the 
of  a  nature  not  to  conflict  with  the  '  rights  of  British  subjects, 
statute.  Whilst  the  new  associa-  In  order  to  render  the  measore 
tion  was  founded  expressly  upon  the  of  emancipation  more  palatable  to 
principle  of  not  assuming  to  act  for  the  Orange  party  in  Ireland,  the 
the  redress  of  grievances,  in  church  question  was  brought  forward  in  a 
or  state ;  nor  assisting  in  the  prose-  new  shape.  Three  resolutions  were 
cut  l«n  or  defence  of  causes,  still  in-  introduced  in  the  house  of  coot* 
nocent  objects  enough  remained,  to  mons  ;  one,  to  remove  the-disabili* 
occupy  its  attention.  These  were,  ties  ;  another,  to  make  provision 
the  promotion  of  public  order  in  for  the  clergy  of  the  catholic 
Ireland  ;  the  encouragement  of  church ;  and  a  third,  to  raise  tlie 
liberal  systems  of  education  ;  as-  qualifications  of  voters,  so  that  the 
sisting  in  the  erection  of  catholic  protestaiits  need  not  be  auddoily 
churches ;  and  disseminating  works  overwhelmed  at  elections,  by  the 
in  vindication  of  the  character,  great  majority  of  the  catholics.  The 
principles,  and  conduct  of  catholics,  two  latter  measures,  being  entirely 
The  debates  on  this  subject,  were  subsidiary  to  the  first,  and  ftinuliariy 
only  prehminary  to  a  much  more  called  the  two  wings^  were  aban* 


serious  efibrt,  in  behalf  of  the  catho-  doned,  when  the  fate  of  that 

lies.  Their  claims  had  been  resisted,  ascertained,  and  therefore,  We  may 

year  after  year  ;  and  the  disorders,  confme  our  narrative  to  the  histoiy 

which  Ireland  was  fated  to  undergo,  of  the  leading  resolution, 

instead  of  opening  the  eyes  of  the  It  was  offered  in  the  house  of 

government,  and  of  parliament,  to  commons,  March  1st,,  by  sir  Fran* 

the  jcrying  injustice  of  condemning  cis  Burdett,  who  had  been  selected 

five  sixths  of  the  population  of  that  by  the  catholic  association,  to  bring 

island,  to  pohtical  disqualification  forward  their  petition  for  relief.  He 

forever,  seemed  to  have  had  the'  moved  the  appointment  of  a  eom- 

contrary  efiect.     Sut  the  English  nuttee,  to  consider  the  state  of  the 
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on  the  subject,  wiiich  be  sup- 

bj  a  speech,  at  once  tcmper- 

and    eloquent,  and    was  fol- 

bj    several     distinguished 

on  the  same  side,  among 

Mr.    Canning,    and    Mr. 

of  the    administration, 

Mr*  Brougham,  of  the  opposi- 

members,    took    a    leading 

They  were  opposed  by  Mr. 

mad  others  ;  but  the  motion 

carried,  by  a  majority  of  247 

234. 

A  faiU  waa  accordingly  reported, 
aet  forth,  that  certain  laws 
lequiiing  all  persons,  pre- 
to  eoAering  upon  office,  to 
tiMir  disbelief  in  transub- 
the  invocation  of  sainta» 
the  ncrifice  of  the  mass ; 
that  those  declarations 
DO  longer  be  exacted,  as  a 
ion  for  office ;  and  sub- 
in  their  place,  an  oath  to 
the  act  for  the  Hanoverian 
and  a  disclaimer  of  all 
doctrines,  which  had  been 
to  the  catholic  church, 
were  incompatible  with  the 
^^m^mUai  succession  to  the  £ng* 
crown.  The  bill  contained 
provisions,  for  the  better  pro- 
^^ctioa  of  the  rights  of  the  crown, 
^  wdi  as  of  the  subject.  It  was 
"otd  the  first  time,  without  debate ; 
^M  underwent  an  animated  dis- 
^Qanon  in  the  second  reading.  On 
vts  occasion,  was  witnessed  the 
^^^ioewhat  novel  spectacle  of  an 


amicable  division  of  the  ministry, 
upon  a  question  of  so  much  import- 
ance. Mr.  Canning  maintained  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  in  a  most 
elaborate  an€|  finished  speech,  tri- 
umphantly defending  the  catho- 
lics, and  indeed  the  cause  of 
rehgious  tolerance  in  all  its  bear- 
ings. On  the  other  hand,  his  col- 
league, Mr.  Peel,  attacked  the 
bill,  with  equal  ardor,  and  with 
ingenuity,  ill  exerted,  in  behalf  of 
tory  and  high  church  principles. 
The  second  reading  was  carried,  by 
a  majoritjr  of  268  to  241,  and  the 
hopes  of  the  catholics  were  justly 
raised  and  excited,  by  the  seeming- 
ly auspicious  prospect,  of  their  ap- 
proaching emancipation. 

But  in  the  mean  time,  an  inci- 
dent occurred,  which  proved  con- 
clusively, that  their  reasonable  ex- 
pectations, were  to  be  most  unhap- 
pily disappointed.  The  Duke  of 
York  presented,  in  the  house  of 
lords,  a  petition  of  the  dean  and 
canons  of  Windsor^  against  catho- 
lic emancipation,  as  an  occasion  for 
expressing  his  sentiments  on  the 
subject.  Hb  principal  argument 
consisted  in  his  construction  of  the 
coronation-oath,  which,  as  he  con- 
tended, prevented  the  concession. 
Stale  and  futile  as  this  objection 
was,  an  objection  which  even  lord 
Liverpool  admitted,  had  no  weight, 
it  was  gravely  urged  by  the  Duke 
of  York,  who,  it  is  to  be  remem- 
bered^ is  heir  presumptive  of  tho 
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crown.     He  condnded  hifl  speech,  indeed,  appointed  to  i 

with  the  following  eztraordinmry  ex-  the  state  of  Ireland,  fM 

preasions  :  reported  a  Toluminona  i 

^  These   are  the  principles  to  dence  upon  the  suhjeeC; 

which  I  win  adhere,  and  which  I  decisive  grew  out  of  the 

will  maintain,  and  act  up  to,  until  fruitless  attempt  was  i 

the  latest  moment  of  my  existence,  house  of  commons,  by  1 

whaieoermaybemifmiiiaiumml^  to  obtain  copies  of  deqii 

—-So  help  me  God."  the  lord  lieutenant,  coo 

Notwithstanding  the  absurdity  of  origin,  nature,  and  eff 

this  speech,  and  its  ridiculous  in-  gious  animosities  in  th 

consistency,  with  the  moral  charac-  Mr.   Hume,  also,  end 

ter  of  the  prince,  it  produced  a  vain,  to  procure  an  exa 

strong  sensation,  throughout   the  the  possessions  of  tbi 

country,  and  materiaUy  influenced  testant  church.     The  ] 

the  fate  of  the  bill,  which,  although  were  negatived  ;  but  q 

it  passed  the  commons,  was  lost  sir  John  Newport,  an 

in  the  house  of  lords,  by  a  vote  of  the  king  was  voted,  tor 

178  to  130.     A  decision,  so  fatal  of  remedying  abuses  in 

to  the  hopes  of  the  catholics,  was  schools,  in  Ireland.     Bi 

brought  about,  by  the  unwearied  friends  of  Ireland,  fiiilod 

efibrts    of   the  tory    party.      To  objects  of  their  ambitioD 

Americans,    accustomed    to    the  ual  change  of  the  politic 

blessings    of    religious    fi-eedom,  of  its  inhabitants, — thi 

it   seems   extraordinary,  that   the  was  not  without  its  bai 

peace  of  Ireland,  and  the  harmony  sequences.     The  oppoi 

and  prosperity  of  the  British  king-  Liverpool,  of  the  duk«  • 

dom,  should  continue  to  be  jeopard-  Mr.  Peel,  and  of  the  t 

ed,  by  inveterate  jealousy  of    the  testants  in  general,  ha 

catholics,  as  dishonorable  in  itself,  as  a  result,  contrary  to 

it  is  pernicious  in  its  consequences,  and  conviction  of  the  n 

Such  was  the  undeserved  fate  of  and  reflecting,  of  whatfl 

the  cathohc  petitions  from  Ireland,  nation,  who  now  spoke 

No  effective  measures  were  taken,  sentiment,   and    that 

for  the  relief  of  that  unhappy  king-  favor  of  emancipation, 

dom,  although  its  distresses,  con-  manifestation  of  the  b( 

tinually  breaking  forth  into  disor-  of  the  English  people, 

ders  of  every  kind,  demanded  the  extended  knowledge  of 

speediest  consideration.     A  com-  ings,  and  their  rights,  p 

mittce  of  the  house  of  lords  was,  the    discussion,^ — the  ] 
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-M-afded,  in  some  slight  measure,  the  Bystem  of  protectinf  duties,  de* 
^br  their  patriotic  exertions.  signed  for  the  relief  and  assistanee 
We  pass  from  this  topic  to  the  of  the  shipping  interest 
of  the  seMion,  respecting  the  fi*  His  improvements  in  the  colonial 
and  trade  of  the  kingdom,  policy  were  several  in  number,  and 
'The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  in  all  carried  into  effect  with  scarcely 
exposition  of  the  state  of  the  any  modification.     One  of  them 
calculated  the  whole  pro-  was  directed   against  the  United 
of  1826,  would  be  66,446,*  States  immediately;   and  has  ae- 
^701.^  and  the  expenditui^  less  than  quired  great  importance  by  reason 
the  receipts  by    half  a    million  ;  of  subsequent  measures  of  the  two 
leaving  five  and  half  millions  appro-  countries,  as  we  have  already  men- 
pitted  for  the  sinking  fund.     He  tioned  in  the  introductory  chapter. 
fvopoied  Co  apply  the  surplus  reve-  An  act  existed,  of  limited  applies* 
■M  to  tkree  objects ;  the  first  was  tion  in  respect  of  the  commodities 
to  enend  commerce,  by  fitcilitating  to  which  it  attached,  authorising  in*> 
<be  nil— mniiiiHi  of  foreign  produce  tercourse  between  any  countries  in 
>Q  the  coynlry ;  another,  to  increase  America,  and  the  British  coloniee 
^  BMHM  of  checking  contraband  there,  in  the  ships  of  those  coon- 
^fada ;  and  lastly,  the  remission  of  tries,  or  in  British  ships,  provided. 
*   portno  of  direct  taxes.      He  the  intercourse  betwerai  the  foreign 
^herafcra  proposed,  for  the  attain*  country  and  the  colony,  was  direct* 
^tent  of  the  first  object,  a  reduc*  The  act  farther  permitted  a  direct 
^>on  in  the  duties  on  hemp,  coffee,  trade  in  British  bottoms,  from  the 
^1^  wine,  estimated  at  480,000^  ;  colonies  to  foreign  ports  in  Europe. 
^^  Id  prevent  smug^ng,  he  pro-  It  was  considered  that  the  provi« 
to  admit  whiskey  from  the  sions  of  this  act,  in  favor  of  foreign 
colonial  possessions.     Mo-  shipping,  were  chiefly  beneficial  te 
fer  the  repeal  of  sundry  direct  the  United  States,  which  alone  pos- 
were  negatived,  however,  by  sessed  a  large  commercial  marine. 
oomraoos.  In  obedience  to  the  system  of  re- 
with  this  subject,are  the  ciprocity,  which  the  United  States 
effecting  commerce,  passed  at  uniformly  have  acted  upon,  and  en- 
illggestion    of  the    ministry,  deavored  to  make  universal,  con- 
m  Hookisson  resisted  a  motion  gress  enacted  a  law  imposing  an 
the  modification  of  the  laws,  ex-  alien  duty  upon  British  vessels  tra- 
Ibreign  grain ;  but  he  pro-  ding  between  American  ports  and 
tin  accordance  with  theplanii  British  colonies,  to  be  levied  until 
be  had  adopted,  some  altera-  the  productions  of  the  United  States 
in  the  c<^onial  policy  and  in  should  be  admitted  in  the  colonie!> 
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on  the  same  footing  with  the  pro- 
ductions of  all  other'  countries 
which  was  not  then,  and  is  not 
sow  the  case.  This  principle,  so 
plainly  implied  in  the  system  of  re- 
ciprocity, Mr.  Huskisson  stigma- 
tized as  unheard  of  in  the  com- 
mercial relations  of  independent 
states.  The  British  government  he 
said,  as  a  measure  of  retaliation, 
had  imposed  hke  duties  on  Ameri- 
can shipping  in  hke  circumstances; 
and  he  proposed  to  open  the  colo- 
nial ports  to  the  ships  of  ail  foreign 
countries,  for  trade  in  the  produc- 
tion of  those  countries  and  the 
colonies  ;  reserving  to  British  ship- 
ping exclusively  the  trade  between 
the  respective  colonies  themselves, 
or  between  those  colonies  and  the 
mother-country,  whether  the  inter- 
course was  direct  or  circuitous. 

The  foregoing,  was  not  the  only 
occasion  during  this  session  in 
which  might  be  remarked  a  grow- 
ing jealousy  of  the  commercial 
prosperity  of  the  United  States. 
An  additional  measure  of  public 
policy,  having  indirectly  an  import- 
ant bearing  -on  this  country,  was 
the  extension  of  the  ware-housing 


that  otherwise  we  should  i 
possession  of  exclusive  coiki 
privileges  in  the  Spanish  Ai 
ports.  Farther  to  rival  u»  l 
Mr.  Huskisson  proposed  ti 
merchandize  from  all  parti 
world  to  be  entered  in  the  o 
bonded,  and  deposited  ii 
houses  without  payment  ol 
until  proper  opportunities  dn 
cur  to  sell,  or  export  it  to  adl 

From  these  measures,  hi 
pated  the  establishment  oi 
course  of  trade  in  the  cokiifi 
incidently  an  increase  in  ti 
of  property  therem,  and  k 
ments  in  the  moral  conditkn 
fort  and  secu  rity,  of  t)ie  inha 

In  addition  to  this,  provii 
made  for  the  free  importl 
corn  from  Canada,  subjeel  4 
ty  of  5  per  cent,  for  the  J 
two  years. 

Mr.  Huskisson  had  akai 
several  occasions,  declared 
tention  to  qualify,  as  tba 
thd  kingdom  would  permit^ 
ties  imposed  on  various,  artk 
protecting  nianufacturea  an 
branches  of  domestic  induat 
proposed  a  small  reduction 
duty  upon  cottons,  woolkoi 


system  to  the  colonies.  Great  Bri- 
tain was  well  aware  of  the  value  of  books,  metals,  and  sundiy 
the  South  American  trade ;  and  of  factured  articles,  which  waai 
the  advantages  in  relation  to  it,  ingly  made.  But  it  is  obi 
which  we  derived  from  our  proximity  that,  in  making  these  redi 
to  the  new  states.  She,  therefore,  Mr.  Eluskisson  was  sedni 
speedily  followed  up  our  recogni-  keep  witliin  such  limits  aa  I 
tion  of  their  independence,  by  a  the  staple  manufactures  unli 
similar  act,  in  the  apprehension*  The  British  process  to  be  c 
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^d  to  the  principles  of  free  trade  ; 
but  in  no  instance  do  they  leave 
for  the  foreign  producer,  to 
his  goods  to  market  at  such  a 
S  as  to  compete  with  their  do- 
mestic industry.  These  changes  in 
policy,  were  therefore  greater  in 
name,  than  in  substance. 

Accompanying  these  measures, 
"Were  some  for  the  encouragement 
of  oftTigation,  operating  upon  that 
«acliiBively  ;  such  as  repealing  the 
Arty  on  the  transfer  of  vessels  ;  pay- 
ingr  aO  British  consuls,  by  a  fixed 
salary,  in  lieu  of  fees  ;  the  abolish- 
xnent  of  quarantine  duties ;  and 
otheia,  which  it  is  sufficient  to  al- 
lude to,  tins  generally. 

Among  the  important  public  acts 
of  tke  aeanon,  we  may  nlention  the 
law  against  combinations  to  pro- 
cince  any  change  in  the  rate  of 
^wagea,  by  threats,  coercion,  vio- 
leoee,  or  any  thing  in  the  nature  of 
intanidation  ;  the  law  protecting 
am  innocent  bailee,  or  purchaser, 
in  contracts  with  an  agent,  not  duly 
mntborised ;  and  the  acts  consolida- 
^Bg  the  laws  relating  to  juries,  and 
iMiiknipCeies,  introduced  as  part  of 
%  deagn  entertained  by  Mr.  Peel, 
ibr  the  gradual  consolidation  of  the 
laws.  A  bill  allowing  Unitarians 
to  be  married  by  clergymen  of  their 
own  .persuasion, — a  privilege  most 
areaeonable  in  itself,  and  long  en- 
joyed fay  some  sects  of  dissenters, 
^^was  rejected,  as  was  a  bill  for  the 
vepsal  of  the  usory  laws. 


Some  discussion  took  place  in 
respect  to  the  court  of  chancery  ; 
the  abuses  of  which,  arising  either 
fi'om  the  nature  of  its  proceedings, 
the  personal  character  of  the  lord 
chanceUor,  the  great  variety  and 
complication  of  his  functions,  or  all 
these,  and  other  causes  combined, 
constituted  the  sorest  grievance  in 
the  judicial  administration  of  the 
kingdom.  But  the  friends  of  lord 
Eldon  would  not  consent  to  any 
change  in  the  law  ;  until  the  com- 
mission on  the  subject,  appointed 
in  1824,  should  make  its  report. 

Finally,  a  law  was  passed,  for 
fixing  the  salaries  of  the  judges ; 
giving  to  the  chief  justice  of  the 
king's  bench,  a  salary  of  10,0002 ;  to 
the  chief  baron,  7,0002  ;  to  the  chief 
justice  of  the  common  pleas, 
8,0002 ;  and  to  each  of  the  puime 
justices  and  barons,  5,5002; 
together  with  a  suitable  retiring 
pension. 

We  have  now  passed  in  review, 
the  material  proceedings  of  pariia- 
ment,  of  a  public  or  political  nature. 
But  its  attention  was  by  no  means 
occupied  by  these  subjects  alone. 
The  cheapness  of  credit,  and  the 
great  quantity  of  capital,  seeking 
investment,  at  this  period,  caused 
the  applications  for  private  acts,  to 
be  uncommonly  numerous.  No 
less  than  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
six  were  actually  passed.  Twenty- 
six  petitions  for  rail-ways,  were 
presented ;  and  it  was  calculated*) 
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that  all  the  rail-roads  in  contempla-  mercial  privileges,  in  the  ports  ot* 

lion,  if  constructed,  would  con-  the  other. 

i^ume  iron  to  the  value  of  twenty-  During  the  same  year,  trealiM 

eight  millions.     We  mention  this  of  amity,  commerce,  and  naviga- 

fact,  to  show  tlie  excess  of  the  tion,     were    concluded,  between 

spirit  of  speculation,  to  which  we  Great  Britain,  and  the  American 

have  already  referred,  and  whose  states  of   Brazil,    Colonibia,  and 

pernicious  effects  we  shall   have  Buenos    Ayres.       Besides  tbesett 

cause  again  to  notice,  in  the  se-  there  was  a  separate  treaty  made 

quel.     The  session  closed  the  6th  with     Brazil,    providing    ibr    the 

of  July.  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  from 

Early  in  the  autumn  of  this  year,  Brazil,  in  four  years  after  the  es* 

the  king    issued  a  proclamation,  changeof  ratifications  of  the  treaty ; 

prohibiting  any  of  his  subjects  from  and  declaring  slave  trade,  in  the 

taking  part  in  the  contest  between  vessels  of  either  country,  sabse- 

Greece  and  Turkey ;  from  fitting  quent  to  that  time,  to  be  piracy. 

out  ships,  or  ex|)orting  munitions  of  During  the  last  month  of  1 8S6,  a 

war,  for  the  assistance  of  Greece,  panic  in  the  money  market*  caused 

The  foreign  relations  of  England,  the    failure  of  several  req>eoUble 

during  the  year  1825,offer  but  little  to  banking  houses  in  London,  and  a 

attract  our  notice.    Several  treaties  great  number  in  the  countiy.      At 

were  concluded,  however,  of  which  one     time,    Lombard^etrset    was 

a  brief  account  may  be  relevant,  nearly  filled  with  persons, hastening 

The  first,  was  a  treaty  with  Russia,  to  draw  their  money  from  difiesent 

dated  February  28th,  relative  to  the  banks,  or  anxious  to  learn  the  fate 

trade  of  tJie  two  countries  on  the  of  commercial  houses.  Banken  had 

northwest  coast  of  America.      It  been  induced,  by  thecheapaem  of 

stipulated  for  the  common  right  of  credit,  and  low  rate  of  intereat,  in 

the  ships  of  the  two  nations,  to  1824,  and  the  beginning  of    18iM^ 

navigate,  and  take  fish,  in  all  the  to    invest  their    funds  in    aeeniv 

waters  of  the  Pacific  ocean ;  es-  ties,    which  could  not  be  readity 

tablished  the  fine  of  demarkation  be-  converted  into  cash.     Of  ooarie» 

tween  their  respective  possessions ;  when  a  run  upon  them  came,  seBie, 

and  gave  to  each  party,  the  benefit  even,  although    perfectly  artfent, 

uf  traffic  with  the  natives.  were  compelled  to  stop  paymentt 

A  treaty  was  concluded  with  the  from  the  impossibility  of  inatantly 

Hanse   Towns,    September  20th,  raising  sufficient  money  to  meet  tba 

conferring  on  the  ships  and  pro-  pressing  demands  of  their  creditfuy. 

ductions  of  each  state,  equal  com-  The  distress  very  soon  subnded 
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iMtdoa ;  but  in  the  country,  its 
were  longer  felt,  and  fell  upon 
pMiMis  less  able  to  bear  their  losses. 
A  great  number  of  private  bankers, 
mtmf  of  them  with  little  or  no 
SH^pital,  engrossed  the  whole  circu* 
of  their  respective  districts  ; 
bank  after  bank  became  in- 
t,    involving    the     laboring 
in  their  ruin.      By  these 
the  Entire  currency  of  the 
r,  was  completely  deranged 
M  t  multitude  of  cases,  all  the 
■Mings  of  the  lower  classes,  con- 
in  a  few  one  pound  notes, 
by  prirate  bankers,  who  had 
to  meet  a  sudden 
5.  Hence,  the  misery  there, 
itnily  deplorable,  and  called  for 
dteunoietfiate  aid  of  government. 
Several     cabinet    consultations 
held,  and  efficient  measures 
lertorethe  circulation  adopted, 
opportunely     happened,     that 
was  lower  than  the  mint 
;  and  the  officers  of  the  mint 
ordered  to  expedite  the  coin- 
of  sovereigns,  with  all  possible 
4lipalcb.     Gold  was  coined  at  the 
r<»  of  100,000  sovereigns  a  day  ; 
*id  for  one  week,  at  the  rate  of 
ISO/XX) ;  and  sent  off  to  the  coun- 
^1 B  every  direction.     But  the 
^(RBi|e  of   gold,  did    not  prove 
wfcieiil  to  supply  the  chasm  in 
^  circulation,  occasioned  by  the 
■■'O'e  of  so  many  banks.     Indeed, 
*•  ianie  of  country  paper,   had 
*^  aotiiiiated   at  eighteen  mill- 


ions; and  to  supply  the  deficien- 
cies which  bankruptcies  had  occa- 
sioned therein,  the  bank  of  England 
made  temporary  issues,  of  one  and 
two  pound  notes;  and  by  these 
means,  the  progress  of  the  evil  was 
partially  arrested. 

Much  of  tliis  pressure,  in  the 
money  market,  arose  from  un- 
founded panic,  and  want  of  .confi- 
dence in  capitalists,  and  mer- 
chants. When  it  came  on,  trade 
was  flourishing,  the  revenue  in- 
creasing, and  the  credit  of  the 
government,  and  of  the  bank  of 
England,  unimpaired.  But  an  im- 
mense sum  of  money  was  sunk  in 
joint  stock  companies ;  and  a  series 
<^ruinous  speculations,  had  thrown 
suspicion  over  all  similar  transac- 
tions. No  returns  could  be  had 
from  a  variety  of  foreign  loans, 
which  had  drained  the  bankers  : 
importations  of  cotton,  wine,  and 
silk,  had  been  suddenly  augmented, 
far  beyond  the  usual  amount,  and 
beyond  the  wants  of  the  countr}-. 
These  causes  turned  the  rate  ol* 
exchange  against  England  ;  in- 
duced the  bank  to  diminish  its  dis- 
counts; produced  fluctuations  in 
the  funds ;  and  in  the  end,  suspicion 
beginning  to  arise,  led  to  sudden 
calls  for  payment,  and  pecuniary 
embamssmcnt,  as  the  necessary 
consequence. 

But  these  alarms  among  the 
mercantile  classes,  in  the  usual 
operation  of  things,  ere  long,  subsi- 
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ded,  and  credit  became  reinstated, 
in  its  customary  channels.  Some 
falling  off  in  the  revenue,  was  occa- 
sioned by  the  stagnation  in  busi- 
ness, consequent  on  the  panic ,  but 
only  during  the  quarter  in  which 
the  pressure  existed  ;  and  in  the 
aggregate  there  was  no  dimu- 
liition. 

Parliament  assembled,  February 
2d,  1 826.  The  session  was  opened^ 
by  commission  ;  and  the  chancellor 
being  absent,  lord  Gifford  presided 
as  speaker,  and  read  the  king's 
speech,  which  was  chiefly  occu- 
pied in  calling  the  attention  of 
parliament  to  such  causes  of  the 
late  commercial  embarrassment,  as 
might  be  within  its  control.  It  al- 
luded to  the  peaceful  state  of  the 
nation,  and  all  its  dependencies, 
save  the  continuance  of  hostilities 
in  India ;  and  mentioned  the  desire 
of  government  to  improve  the  con- 
dition of  Ireland,  which  was  now 
tranquil,  and  in  a  course  of  gra- 
dual advancement. 

Addresses,  according  to  custom, 
in  answer  to  the  speech,  were  mo- 
ved and  carried  in  both  branches 
of  the  legislature.  The  debates 
on  the  subject,  turned  chiefly  upon 
the  state  of  currency,  as  connected 
with  the  adoption  of  measures  cal- 
culated to  reheve  the  merchants 
and  manufacturers.  All  classes  of 
men  were  anticipating  the  meet- 
ing of  parliament  with  extreme 
anxiety,    expecting   that  the    mi- 


nistry could  immediaid 
and  accomplish  somethii 
would  speedily  and  effise 
medy  the  existing  evili. 
opposition  members  o 
that  the  plans  proposed  b 
ministration,  and  of  whid 
presently  give  an  accoa 
but  partial  and  unaal 
They  appear,  however,  to 
pectcd  more  from  the  foi 
than  it  could  possibly  ae< 
Legislation  could  never  i 
ly,  and  at  once,  restore  tl 
of  trade  and  all  its  depe 
terests,  to  a  healthy  stata 
total  derangement  which 
undergone. 

The  scheme  of  the  ; 
for  restoring  a  sound  and 
rency,  consisted  of  a  i 
pie  expedient.  They  | 
first,  to  call  in  all  small  n 
substitute  a  metallic  ooi 
their  place;  and  second 
low  chartered  banking  c 
to  be  established  at  the  di 
not  less  than  sixty  milet  f 
don ;  the  bank  of  EngU 
also  authorised  to  fix  bn 
the  country. 

BiUs  were  accordinf^ 
ced,  for  carrying  these  do 
operation.  They  enactec 
promissory  notes,  payable 
on  demand,  issued  either 
sed  banks,  or  by  the  bank 
land,  for  a  less  sum  than  j 
ing  date  previous  to  Octo' 
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next  ensuing,  might  continue  to  be  It  being  understood,  that  the  pre* 

isBued,    reissued    and    circulated,  sent  parliament  was  to  be  dissolved 

ontii  April  6th,  1829,  and  no  long-  shortly,  and  writs  issued  for  another 

flr ;    they  provided  for  preventing  election,  a  variety  of  subjects  of 

the  iesiie  of  any  other  notes,  for  a  importance  were,  by  common  con- 

lesB  mm  than  £5 ;   and  authorised  sent,  deferred  for  the  determinatioo 

die  eatahhshment  of  country  banks,  of  the  new  parliament.     The  coo* 

of  a   greater    number  siderationofthe  chancery  practice; 

mx  partners,  in  addition  to  of  the  corn  laws,  and  of  the  usury 

of  the  bank  of  England,  laws;  a  bill  for  consolidating  into 

So  salutary  were  these  measures  one  act  the  statutes,  being  ninety- 

that,  immediately  after  the  two  in  number,  relating  to  theft, 

of  the  resolutions  upon  introduced  by  Mr.  Peel;   the  af> 

liAch  they  were  founded,  the  funds  ^urs  of  Ireland;  and  several  other 

and  new  life  seemed  to  be  in-  subjects,  received  this  destination. 

into  the  mercantile  interest.  The  affairs  of  Ireland  could  not  be 

Onopening  the  budget,  the  chan-  taken  into  consideration;    as  the 

oeDor    cf  the    exchequer    stated  distresses  among  the  Enghsh  mer- 

he  kk  bound,  by  reason  of  chants  at  the  beginning  of  the  aes* 

of  trade,  to  enter  with  sioun  and  the  still  greater  distreasee 

Uneas    into   the    situation  among  the    manufacturing    poor, 

oC     tlie     national    finances.      In  which,  as  we  shall  presently  state, 

to  show  that   the  depres-  came  on  afterwards,  incessantly  eo- 

wldch  now  existed,  did  not  grossed  the  time  and  care  of  par- 

any   permanent  decline  in  liament  and  of  the  ministers. 

prosperity  of  the  country,  he  Many  petitions  were  presented 

an  exposition  of  the  pro-  for  the  abohtion  of  negro  slavery 

of  the  taxes  of  every  kind,  and  the  slave  trade,  and  the  melio- 

the  year   1816.     The  total  ration  of  the  condition  of  slaves  in 

of  taxation,  since  1816,  the  colonies.    Mr.  Canning  strong- 

27,522,000 ;  but  still  the  reve-  ly  insisted  upon  a  plan  for  the  grv 

diminished  only  6,000,000.  dual  improvement  of  the  colonies, 

it  appeared,  that  the  oth-  maintaining  that  none  other  was 

taies  had  advanced  in  amount  consistent  with  the  safety  of  those 

l^OOOi^OOO ;  which  he  ascribed  to  possessions,  and  none  other  could 

inereased  consumption  of  the  be  effected,  without    doing  gross 

the  surest  indication  of  violence  to  the  rights  of  the  West 

prosperity.  India  proprietors.     And,  although 
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the  ministers  were  greatly  censured 
for  adhering  to  this  principle,  part- 
ly by  men,  whose  only  aim  was  to 
thwart  the  measures  of  the  admi- 
nistration, and  partly  by  members 
of  just  intentions,  but  visionary  and 
impracticable  notions ;  still  the  side 
of  equity  and  good  sense  prevail- 
ed. It  continued  to  be  the  fixed 
determination  of  the  ministrv,  to 
act  upon  the  scheme,  arranged  in 
1823  and  1824,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  black  population  of  the  colo- 
nies ;  but  not  to  be  precipitated  into 
any  rash  and  hasty  acts. 

Before  coming  tf»  the  proroga- 
tion of  parliament,  it  may  be  pro- 
per to  recount  a  few  political  inci- 
dents, which  occurred  during  the 
session. 

Intelligence  was  received,  that 
Great  Britain  had  exacted  from 
Spain,  the  promise  of  indemnity, 
for  spoliations  on  English  property 
by  pirates,  and  others,  under  cover 
of  the  pretended  blockade  of  the 
Spanish  Main,  by  the  royalists. 
The  government  of  Spain  had  pro- 
crastinated its  decision  in  this  mat- 
ter, as  it  has  been  wont  to  do,  in 
regard  to  all  its  public  difficulties  ; 
but  instructions  were  given  to  Mr. 
Lamb,  the  English  minister  at 
Madrid^  to  require  a  decision  in 
twenty-four  hours  ;  and,  in  case  of 
roftisal,  to  declare  that  England 
would  imniechateiy  order  reprisals 
upon  Cuba  and  Puerto  Kico.   'i'his 


spirited  proceeding  pfOdc 
desired  effect. 

Some  alarm  was  felt  fb 
of  the  king,  he  being  attao 
a  severe  fit  of  the  gout.  ] 
of  the  state  of  his  health 
sued  for  a  time,  but  soon 
tinned,  on  account  of  hii 
lescence.  His  death  woi 
been  extremely  unwelcoi 
cause  it  was  feared  the  I 
of  the  duke  of  York,  migli 
a  change  in  the  cabinet^ 
adoption  of  a  less  liberal 
licv. 

A  convention  was  cond 
tween  Great  Britain  and 
for  equalizing  the  tomu 
chargeable  on  vesseki 
kingdoms  respectively,  in 
rect  trade  between  thetf 
tries,  and  for  a  reciproeli 
ties  on  merchandize.  M 
arrangenient  was,  aisO| 
with  Prussia. 

Commercial  and  bankin 
continued  to  feel  tlie  eSSot 
pecuniary  pressures  of  tbi 
The  eminent  banking  I 
B.  A.  Goldschniidt  suspen 
ment  in  February  ;  and  oc 
embarrassment  in  respect 
of  the  foreign  loans,  for  wi 
were  contractors.  The  be 
suflered  much  depressioa^ 
in  a  considerable  degree* 
deficiency  of  the  IcK^al  c?i 
medium^  produced   by  ll 
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vency  of  the  country  bankers.  It 
aflfected  the  dealers  in  linens,  cot- 
tons, and  calicoes  most  seYerely. 
ApplicatkSns  were  made  to  the  go<- 
vernment,  for  assistance  to  the 
mercanlile  interest,  in  the  shape  of 
a  loan,  of  five  millions ;  which  the 
ministers  declined  granting.  They 
threw  into  circulation,  however, 
two  millions  of  money,  by  causing 
,  exchequer  bills  to  that  amount  to 
be  bought  up  by  the  bank  of  Eng- 
land. 

Repeated  and  urgent  applica- 
tions had  been  made  to  the  bank, 
by  merchants,  for  advances,  by  way 
of  loan,  upon  the  deposit  of  mer- 
chandize. At  length,  at  the  re- 
Gonmiendation  of  the  ministry,  the 
bank  agreed  t9  make  advances,  in 
tbis  manneiC,  for  the  period  of  three 
or  four  months,  according  to  cir- 
cumstances, to  the  amount  of 
£3,000,000  sterling.  This  assist- 
ance was  confined,  however,  to. 
persons  who  had  not  become  in- 
volved in  pecuniary  embarrassment 
by  over-trading,  or  by  chimeric^ 
^peculations.  The  consequence 
was,  that,  up  to  the  end  of  March, 
"  the  whole  amount  of  advances  was 
very  inconsiderable,  not  exceeding 
a  quarter  of  a  million  sterling. 

In  the  mean  time^  the  operation 
of  these  commercial  embarrass- 
ments bad  descended  to  a  class 
of  people  less  able  to  meet  a  tem- 
porary pecuniary  pressure,  name* 


ly,  the  manufacturing  population. 
Owing,  in  part,  to  the  late  derange- 
ment of  the  currency,  and  of  cre- 
dit in  the  country ;  but  still  more  to 
the  diminished  demand  for  British 
manufactures,  and  the  overstocked 
state  of  the  market,  many  manu- 
factories had  been  compiled  to 
discharge  their  workmen,  and  sus- 
pend their  business.  The  conse- 
quent suffering  felt  in  the  great 
manufacturing  districts,  was  de- 
plorable. Driven  by  despair,  the 
famishing  workmen,  ascribmg  their 
misery  to  the  use  of  power  loorasg 
broke  out  into  the  -most  violent  dis- 
orders, entering  the  different  wcMrk* 
shops,  in  the  very  presence  of  the 
miUtary,  and,  reckless  of  their 
lives,  proceeding  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  looms.  In  thei^  tu- 
multu<>us  scenes,  a  number  of  lives 
were  unfortunately  lost,  and  manjr 
ripters  committed  to  prison.  At 
length,  by  the  prompt  movement 
of  troops  upon  the  convulsed  dis- 
tricts, and  by  the.  liberal  distribu- 
tion of  benefactions  among  the  pe- 
rishing famihes,  outward  tranquil- 
lity was  restored,  and  the  spirit  of 
disorder  kept  under,  if  not  era- 
dicated. 

Large  sums  of  money  were  vol- 
untarily contributed  for  the  relief  of 
the  manufacturers.  The  king  pre- 
sented 12,0002  from  his  private 
purse.  In  London  alone,  the  sum  of 
100,0002  was  quickly  subscribed. 
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Meetings  were  holden  all  over  the 
country,  and  every  thing  done,  for 
alleviating  the  distresses,  which  hu- 
manity could  dictate,  or  liberality 
execute.  Wholly  to  remove  them, 
was  impossible. 

The  consideration  and  adoption 
of  suitable  measures  in  parliament 
for  relieving  the  manufacturers, 
formed  the  prominent  business  of 
its  concluding  weeks.  It  was  at 
first  proposed  to  make  a  national 
grant  of  half  a  million,  for  immedi- 
ate distribution  among  the  sufferers. 
This  idea,  however,  was  relinquish- 
ed ;  and  nothing  was  done,  but  to 
enact  a  slight  modification  of  the 
com  laws  ;  and  even  this  was  ve- 
bemently  resisted  by  gentlemen  of 
the  country- interest.  Nothing  could 
be  more  unfeeling  than  their  con- 
duct. In  the  very  districts  where 
the  keenest  misery  was  felt,  and 
where  the  poor  were  absolutely  in 
a  state  of  starvation  from  inability 
to  pay  the  extravagant  price  of 
grain;  the  warehouses  contained 
great  quantities  of  bonded  com, 
which  could  not  be  brought  into 
the  market,  owing  to  the  rigorous 
prohibitions  of  the  com  laws. 

Bills  were  accordingly  introduced 
in  the  house  of  commons,  and  after 
a  strenuous  opposition  passed  into 
laws,  provided  for  the  sale  of  bond- 
ed com,  on  payment  of  a  duty  of 
I2s.  the  quarter ;  and  which  also 
provided  for  a  farther  importation 
of  foreign  corn,  during  the  recess 


of  parliament,  if  in  the  o 
the  cabinet  it  should  be  dei 
cessary.  The  amount  d 
corn  in  the  sea  porta  w 
300,000  quarters ;  and  tt 
ters  were  authorised  to  J 
500,000  quarters  more 
market;  so  at  least,  as  1 
ning  observed,  to  do  awa.] 
pression,  that  the  people 
mishing  in  the  midst  of  pi 

On  the  last  day  of  Mv 
ment  was  prorogued  by 
from  the  lord  chancellor, 
of  the  king.  He  applai 
public  spirit  in  promptly  < 
ing  to  relieve  the  suffiarini 
manufacturers,  which,  be 
were  in  the  course  of  grad 
ment.  At  the  same  time 
information  of  his  intenti 
diately  to  dissolve  the  pn 
liament,  and  cause  writs  I 
ed  for  a  new  election,  at 
which  seemed  most  convi 
that  purpose. 

The  writs  were  made  i 
July,  25th.  Previous  to  1 
the  progress  oftheelectiQ 
tuted,  of  course,  the  e 
object  of  interest  in  the  ei' 
of  the  country.  It  is  not 
that  any  material  chai 
place  in  the  political  com| 
the  new  house  ;  and  we 
enter,  therefore,  into  a  mi 
tail  of  the  incidents  atte 
elections.  The  venalit] 
electors  was  not  less  re 
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lOD  siinilar  occasions ;  and 
places,  the  greatest  disor- 
re  committed.  At  Preston, 
iriouB  Cobbett  appeared  as 
faite  ;  and  displayed,  but  un- 
idlj,  his  characteristic  feli- 
the  art  of  abusing  his  oppo- 
His  brother  reformer, 
iras  also  run  against  sir 
I  Lethbridge,  at  Uchester ; 
mL  It  was  observed  that 
t  ofhostihty  to  the  catholics 
0irhat  diminished  since  the 
lion :  and  did  not  form  so 


potent  an  en^e  of  electioneering 
as  it  did  then.  At  Cambridge, 
for  instance,  the  ^^  no  popery"  can- 
didates were  rejected ;  and  in  Ire- 
land, the  friends  of  popular  rights 
proved  decidedly  victorious,  not- 
withstanding the  immense  interest 
exerted  against  them  by  some  of 
the  great  protestant  families.  From 
all  this,  and  other  &cts  of  the  same 
nature,  it  is  reasonable  to  infer  that 
liberal  principles  have  gained  a  lit- 
tle ground  in  the  British  parliament. 
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BgiBter  of  events,  properly 
ft  bttle  subsequent  to  the 
of  Louis  XVIII.,  and  the 
leement  of  the  ensuing 
ft  period,  that  may  justly  be 
in  important  era  in  the 
if  the  restored  Bourbons. 
lOfemment  was  now  tho- 
eonsolidated,  their  dynasty 
9W  on  the  throne,  and  the 
■d  descended  in  peaceable 
DD  to  another  of  the  poste- 
8t.  Louis.  The  people 
itified  with  the  pageantry 
ironation,  a  spectacle  so 
b  to  their  taste  and  feel- 
rhe  success  of  their  arms 
1^ — once  again  victorious, 
many  years  of  defeat, — re- 
len  to  the  sense  of  self-con- 
as  necessary  to  the  pros- 
r  nations  as  to  individuab ; 
led  them  to  forget,  in  some 
,  the  series  of  degrada- 
hich  the  Bourbons  had  en- 


tailed  on  the  French  name.  It 
was  an  epoch,  also,  when  the  clergy 
gained  more  power  than  they  had 
for  a  long  time  before  enjojred ; 
and  this  circumstance  led,  of  itadf^ 
to  important  consequences.  For 
the  purpose,  therefore,  of  present- 
ing a  more  complete  and  intelligi- 
ble account  of  the  recent  history 
of  the  country,  we  shall  carry  our 
narrative  back  to  the  acce88i<Hi  of 
the  now  reigning  monarch. 

Louis  XVUI.,  died  the  16th 
day  of  September,  in  the  year 
1824.  His  constitution  had  been 
gradually  sinking,  for  some  months 
previous  thereto,  under  a  compli- 
cation of  diseases  ;  and  he  linger- 
ed but  a  few  days  after  the  first 
public  announcement  of  his  ap- 
proaching dissolution.  His  body 
was  immediately  embalmed,  and 
prepared  to  be  exhibited  in  state, 
conformaUy  with  the  national 
usages.    It  was  placed  in  a  half 
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recumbent  posture,  on  a  plain  bed, 
holding  a  crucifix,  and  wearing  a 
cap  trimmed  with  lace,  until  the 
coffin  was  in  readiness ;  after  which, 
it  was  transferred  to  the  throne- 
room  of  the  Thuilleries.     There, 
surrounded  by  heralds  in  splendid 
apparel,  with  the  great  officers  of 
state,  and  ecclesiastics  attached  to 
the  court,  lay  the  royal  remains,  in 
a  coffin  covered  with  cloth  of  gold, 
and  surmounted  with  the  crown, 
sword,  a(nd  sceptre,  the  ensigns  of 
the  rank  of  the  deceased.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  a  week,  bis  funeral  so- 
lemnities were  celebrated  with  all 
the  pomp  suited  to  the  occasion  ; 
and  his  remains  were  deposited  in  the 
cftMpel  of  Bt.  Louis,  there  to  remain 
for  30  days, when  they  were  finally  in- 
terred in  the  vault  of  the  Bourbons. 
Louis  XVIIL,  at  the  time  of  his 
decease,  was  sixty-nine  years  of 
age.     His  wife,  a  princess  of  the 
house  of  Saxony,  died  in  the  year 
1810.     His  own  life  was  marked 
by  a  long  course  of  the  greatest 
vicissitudes  of  fortune,  having  been 
born  and  educated  amid  the  luxu- 
ries of  an  absolute  court,  and  dying 
in  the  exercise  of  royal  power,  but 
having  spent  many  c^the  intervening 
years  in  foreign  countries,  a  wan- 
dering outcaat,  and  a  pensioner  at 
the  board  of  the  ancient  enemies 
of  his  line  and  his  nation.    He 
possessed  a  taste  for  letters,  and 
many  quaUties,  which  were  better 
^adapted  to  adi^n  a  private  station. 


than  to  bear  him  happily 
the  troubles  of  exile,  or  tl 
of  empire.  Having  sucl 
racter,  and  inunediately 
ing  on  the  throne,  a  princi 
brilliant  career  was  guidec 
most  splendid  abilities,— 
but  necessity,  and  the  stat 
country,  which  demanded 
could  have  reconciled  the  1 
to  his  forced  and  inglork) 
But  the  courtly  flatteren 
hours  of  prosperity,  embn 
occasion  of  his  illness  an 
to  indulge  in  a  strain  of  t 
extravagant  lamentation  a 
giuro,  as  insincere,  as  it 
timed.  Among  the  pieci 
the  event  produced,  none  i 
remarkable  than  a  pampU 
de  Chateaubriand,  entttlai 
est  mort^  vive  le  Roi^  wh 
aptly  illustrates  the  afieeta 
tithesis  and  absurdity  of  tl 
The  count  d'Artois,'  i 
ascended  the  throne  as  GJbi 
prior  to  his  brother^s  fun 
ceived  at  St.  Cloud,  the  t 
lations  and  addresses  of  tb 
orders  of  the  state,  the  p 
chamber  of  deputies,  the 
tic  body,  the  military,  ti 
my,  to  all  which  he  ej^pn 
confidence  in  the  good  wj 
subjects,  and  his  deteriaii 
make  their  welfare  the  aoi 
of  his  ambition.  Four  d 
the  funeral,  he  left  St.  < 
enter  the  city  of  Parie 
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lie  was  received  bj  tJie  municipa- 
lity at  tbe  barrier  l^Etoile,  and  pre- 
sented with  the  kej9  of  the  citj, 
^hich  he  immediately  returned  to 
the  pr^ct,  with  a  suitable  address. 
"The  principal  ceremonies  attend- 
ing his  reception,  were  performed 
in  the  phurch  of  Notre  Dame, 
^wrbere  all  classes  emulously  came 
forward  to  make  their  congratu- 
lations, and  signify  their  loyalty. 

The  new  king  uniformly  profets- 
^»d  his  resolution  to  pursue,   an- 
^langed,  the  policy  of  Louis  XV III. 
7he  ministry  continued  the  same. 
Sut  in  the    outset  of  his  reign, 
^^bether  it  was  that  he  really  felt  in- 
^sJined    to    liberal    measures;    or 
"^vriiether,  as  it  is  more  likely,  he 
tliought  it  wise  to  sacrifice  a  Uttle 
%iO  the  desire  of  popularity,  certain 
it  ia  that  he  gave  reason  to  expect 
firom  him  a  more  high-minded  go- 
Xremment  than   his  predecessor's. 
Charles  devoted  himself  to  business 
^^ith  spirit  and  industry ;  and  this 
appeared  to  the  people  an  auspi- 
^sknis  circumstance,  when  contrast- 
md  with  the  lethargy,  which  cha- 
iracterised  Louis.     But,  what  was 
snore  important  than  this,  in  the 
&st  month  of  his  reign,   Charles 
vemored    the    censorship    of  the 
press,  that  galling  badge  of  servi- 
tude, which  provoked  the  constant 
complaints  of  the    people.      All 
these  things    looked    propitious; 
liut  the  rising  hopes  of  tlic  king- 
dom were  soon  repressed  ;  and  some 


later  measures  of  the  govemmept 
have  proved  that,  with  increased 
firmness,  it  has  also  acquired  great* 
er  boldness  and  want  <^  liberality. 
The  chambers  commenced  their 
session  in  December.  But  previ- 
ous to  entering  into  their  proceed* 
ings,  it  may  be  desirable  to  under* 
stand  the  composition  of  the  minis- 
try^ who  directed  its  deliberations* 
During  the  period  of  our  history, 
M.  de  Villele  has  been  the  effective 
head  of  the  French  administraticni* 
He  became  minister  of  finance  in 
1821,  and  has  retained  his  author!* 
ty  and  station  to  the  present  time. 
His  power  is  unbounded  by  means 
of  the  ascendency  in  the  govwm 
ment  he  has  reached,  throu^ 
the  influence  of  the  illiberal  partj 
in  politics  and  religion,  whose  in- 
terests he  has  in  general  faithfoUy 
upbolden.  Of  course,  he  is  un- 
popular with  the  tolerant  party,  in 
proportion  to  his  subserviency  to 
their  opponents.  On  the  second 
restoration  of  the  Bourbons,  he  was 
appointed  mayor  of  Toulouse,  his 
native  city,  and  soon  afterwards  a 
member  of  the  chamber  of  depu- 
ties ;  in  which  body  he  became 
distinguished  by  his  talents  and  ac- 
tivity. He  soon  effected  the 
downfall  of  M.  Decazes  and  his 
firiends,  courting  the  public  favor 
by  his  zealous  opposition  to  their 
measures;  and  at  that  time  sub- 
jected himself  to  the  imputation  of 
UberaUsm.     But,  under  the  sue- 
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ceeding  short  lived  administration, 
of  which  Richelieu  was  the  presi- 
dent, M.  de  Yillele  regained  his  in- 
fluence with  the  court  party  by  his 
ardent  support  of  the  election  law, 
and  the  laws  abridging  the  liberty 
of  the  press,  and  the  person.  In 
this  manner,  he  prepared  the  way 
to  become  the  successor  of  that 
ministry,  when  they  should  be 
driven  from  their  posts. 

His  associates  are  M.  Corbiere, 
minister  of  the  interior;  the  marquis 
de  Clermont  Tonnerre,  of  war ;  the 
count  de  Chabrol  de  Crouzd,  of 
the  marine ;  M.  de  Peyronnet,  of 
justice;  the  baron  de  Damas,  of 
foreign  afiairs ;  M.  de  Frayssinous, 
of  public  worship.  Of  these,  Cor- 
biere and  Peyronnet,  both  advo- 
cates by  profession,  and  men  of  no 
tmcommon  abilities,  are  said  to 
have  formed  a  species  of  alliance 
with  Yillele,  which  strengthens 
and  has  thus  &r  maintained  their  au- 
thority. Beside  these,  M.  de  Frays- 
sinous, titular  bishop  of  Hermopo- 
lis  in  Egypt,  demands  oarticular 
notice;  because  through  him  the 
ministry  is  connected  with  the 
high  church  party  and  the  Jesuits. 
We  shall  have  repeated  occasion  to 
observe  the  operation  of  the  ultra 
principles  of  the  cabinet,  upon  the 
internal  condition  and  the  foreign 
afiairs  of  France,  in  the  course  of 
our  historical  sketch.  They  have 
been  fortunate  in  obtaining  a  much 
firmer  hold  on  office,  than  the  crowd 


of  ephemeral  ministers,  who  prece- 
ded them  ;  and  although  vigorously 
opposed  by  Pasquier,  Chateaubri- 
and, and  La  Bourdonnaye,  among 
the  loyalists,  and  literally  hated  by 
the  liberal  party,  seem  to  have  calcu- 
lated well,  at  least  for  the  duration 
of  their  power. 

It  is  probable,  that  the  indivi- 
dual character  of  the  king,  which 
sympathizes  with  the  uUnu^  and 
the  emigrants,  whom  M.  de  Villele, 
and  his  associates,  of  necessity 
&vor,  may  contribute  to  the  strength 
of  their  ministry.  But  their  suc- 
cess, at  the  election  of  1824,  in  ex- 
cluding many  of  their  adversaries 
from  the  chamber  of  deputies,  left 
the  opposition  there,  enfeebled^  and 
diminished.  Accordingly,  at  the 
session  of  1 825,  the  ministers  pro- 
posed, and  carried  measures,  which 
had  been  long  apprehended,  by  the 
hberal  party.  The  measures  were 
alluded  to,  in  the  speech  of  the  new 
king,  at  the  opening  of  the  cham- 
bers, which  was  looked  for,  by  the 
nation,  at  this  period,  with  unusual 
interest.  Charles  began,  by  speak- 
ing of  his  grief,  at  the  death  of  a 
king,  whom  he  called  ^^  wise,  and 
good,  beloved  by  his  family,  vene- 
rated by  his  people,  honored  and 
respected,  by  all  foreign  govern- 
ments. The  glory  of  his  reign,'* 
he  continued,  ^^  wiU  never  be 
efiaced.  Not  only  did  he  re-esta- 
blish the  throne  of  my  ancestors, 
but  he  consolidated  it,  by  instita- 
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tions,  which,  bringing  together,  and 
uniting  the  past  with  the  present, 
liave  restored  to   France,  repose, 
sod  happiness.'*     Afler  expressing 
Jiis  satisfaction,  at  witnessing  the 
-tranquillity  of  the  state,  in  all  its  re- 
lations^  foreign  and  domestic,  he 
declared,  that  the  present  was  a  fit 
opportunity  for    closing    the  last 
-mvounds  of  the  revolution,  and  for 
^sflSectually  protecting  the  interests 
of  religion.      He   concluded,   by 
signijfying  his  desjgn,  to  be  con- 
^tecrated,     at    the    close    of   the 
session.     ^^  Prostrated,'*   he  said, 
^^  at  the  foot  of  the  same  altar 
"^Krhere  Glovis  received  the  sacred 
^tmction,  and  in  presence  of  him 
^rho  judges  nations,  and  kings,  I 
renew  the  oath,  to  maintain, 
cause  to  be  obsierved,  the  laws 
of   the  state,  and  the  institutions 
Qrranted  by  the  king,  my  father,  I 
"^ili  thank  providence,  for  having 
<)eigned  to  make  use  of  me,  in 
^Mrder  to  repair  the  last  misfortunes 
of  my  people  ;  and  I  will  beseech 
Ue  Almighty,  to  continue  to  pro- 
tect that  beautiful  France,  which  I 
am  proud  of  governing;" 

While  conceived  throughout, 
^itb  much  art,  in  the  selection  <^ 
topics,  and  great  happiness  of  dic- 
tion, this  speech  afforded  a  presage 
of  the  leading  acts  of  the  ses- 
mon.  The  first,  was  the  establish- 
ment of  the  civil  hst,  which  met 
With  very  sUght  opposition.  By 
iU  the  private   property   of   the 


late,  and  the  present  king,  was 
added  to  the  estates  of  the  crown  ;  ^ 
and  twenty-five  millions  of  firancs 
were  to  be  paid,  annually,  to  the 
orders  of  the  ministers  of  the  house- 
hold, during  the  life  of  Charles  X. 
The  appanage  of  the  royal  family, 
was  fixed  at  seven  millions,  annual- 
ly ;  and  the  property  of  the  branch 
of  Orleans,  was  to  continue,  to  be 
enjoyed  by  the  head  of  that  house. 
Farthermore,  the  sum  of  six  mill- 
ions was  appropriated,  for  the  ^ 
funeral  obsequies  of  the  late  king, 
and  the  contemplated  consecration 
of  his  successor. 

The  next  law  encountered  warm 
resistance,  but,  nevertheless,  was 
pushed,  triumphantly,  through  both 
chambers.  It  provided  for  granting 
indemnity  to  the  former  ptoprietors 
of  real  estate,  confiscated,  and 
sold,  under  the  revolutionary  de- 
crees against  emigrants.  A  com- 
mission was  appointed,  to  investi- 
gate the  claims  for  indenmifica- 
tion ;  and  to  determine'  the  per- 
sons, an^the  sums  to  be  paid  to 
them,  respectively,  with  the  mar- 
shall  duke  of  Tarentum,  for  presi- 
dent .  The  indemnity  was  to  be 
paid  in  rentes^  a  credit  of  thirty 
millions  being  placed  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  the  minister  of  finance,  for 
the  accomplishment  of  this  e^ect. 
Thus,  although  some  objected  to 
the  measure,  as  too  anti-revolution- 
ary, and  the  emigrants  were  dis- 
satisfied, that  they  could  not  be  in- 
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donnified  out  of  thosd  alone,  who 
had  gained  by  their  spoils,  M.  de 
YiDele's  plan  went  into  operation, 
in  spite  of  every  obstacle. 

For  the  purpose  of  diminishing 
the  taxes  and  the  amount  of  public 
debt,  another  law  was  passed,  en- 
acting the  substitution  of  a  stock, 
bearing  interest  at  3  and  4\  per 
cent,  in  lieu  of  the  existing  5  per 
cent  stock.  The  law  was  passed, 
after  a  violent  resistance  on  the 
part  of  M.  Pasquier,  and  M.  de 
Chateaubriand  ;  but  did  not  wholly 
attain  its  end  ;  as,  owing  to  fluctu- 
ations in  the  price  of  stocks, 
and  to  difficulties  made  by  the  free- 
holders, the  conversion  was  but 
partially  accepted. 

M.  de  Villele  opened  the  budget 
for  the  year,  with  a  flattering  ac- 
count of  the  state  of  the  finances. 
He  stated  the  receipts  of  1824,  at 
992,333,953  francs,  and  the  expen- 
diture at  990,119,682  francs,  and 
presented  an  equally  fiivorable  view 
of  the  pecuniary  resources  of  the 
nation,  for  1825  and  182p. 

All  these  financial  measures,  and 
statements,  connected  with  the 
beghmingof  the  reign,  formed  the 
subject,  necessarily,  of  interesting 
speculation,  to  all  parties,  and  per- 
sons, within  the  kingdom  ;  but  at- 
tracted less  notice  from  abroad, 
than  the  laws  of  the  same  session, 
against  a  singular  crime,  the  inven- 
tion of  priestcraft  and  superstition, 
to  which  the  Jesuits  gave  the  name 


of  deicide.  This  offefi 
profanation  of  the  sacra 
and  sacred  elements  (A 
clared  punishable  by  d 
parricide.  Ineffectual  ei 
made  to  procure  a  mikli 
ment ;  and  this  sanguinai 
at  length  passed,  by  a  gn 
ty.  But,  however  succea 
project,  the  ultra  party  fii 
attempt  to  confer  on  the 
power  of  erecting,  and  si 
nunneries,  which  the  chi 
tained,  in  the  hands  of 
branches  of  tlie  legislatei 

The   debates  of  the 
upon  other  incidental  i 
nish   little  of  interest,  i 
countries,  except  in  regai 
of  the   external    relatioi 
country.      The  ministry 
averse  to  adopting  the 
measures,  for  the  suppreH 
slave  trade.  The  mercani 
were  anxious,  to  procure 
nition  of   the    indepen 
Spanish  America.  They 
the  king  to  follow  the  fa 
England,  so  as  t0  enabl 
jects  to  participate,  on  eqi 
in  the  lucrative  trade  of 
bom  nations.      The  mia 
how  useful  this  would 
commercial  interests ;  am 
also,  the  preponderance  ; 
ca,  which   England  was 
acquire  by  her  superior 
The  connections  of  FraiM 
other  hand,  with  Spain, « 
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cent  undertakipg  of  the  former  to 
re-establish  legitimacy  in  the  latter, 
seemed  to  preclude  the  possibility 
of  formally  acknowledging  the .  in- 
dependence of  the  revolted  states. 
The  government,  therefore,  con- 
tented itself  with  obtaining  from 
Ferdinand,  the  mere  nominal  bene- 
fit of  a  liberty  to  trade  with  Ameri- 
ca; and  consented  to  admit  Co- 
lombian and  Mexican  vessels  into 
the  French  ports,  on  condition  of 
their  not  displaying  their  national 
flags.  This  compromising  policy 
has  justly  caused  the  Spanish  Ame- 
rican states  to  be  extremely  jealous 
of  France,  whose  government,  they 
apprehend,  entertains  views  hostile 
to  their  emancipation. 

Early  in  this  year,  the  French 
government  concluded  an.  artful 
arrangement  with  the  inhabitants 
of  Hayti,  of  which  a  full  account 
has  been  given  in  the  history  of 
that  island.  We  will  only  observe 
here,  that,  after  protracted  nego- 
tiations, the  king  of  France  secretly 
made  an  ordinance,  dated  April 
17th,  1825,  which  is  nominally  a 
recognition  of  independence,  but 
substantially  an  assertion  of  sove- 
reignty. It  declares  the  ports  of 
St.  Domingo  open  to  all  nations, 
and  the  duties  on  their  vessels 
e<|iial,  except  that  they  shall  be  re- 
duced one  half  in  favor  of  France. 
It  provides,  that  the  present  in- 
habitants shall  pay  to  the  ex-colo- 
nists, an  indemnity. of  150,000,- 


000  francs,  in  five  equal  yearly  in- 
stalments. Finally,  on  these  con- 
ditions, Charles  ^^  grants  to  the  ac- 
tual inhabitants^^  of  Hayti,  ^^the 
full  and  entire  independence  of 
their  government."  This  ordinance 
was  accepted  by  President  Boyer, 
the  following  July :  and  thus  Hayti, 
by  the  fraud  or  the  weakness  of  its 
government,  fi-om  a  state  of  real 
independence,  became  reduced  to 
a  kind  of  qualified  subjection  to 
France. 

The  coronation  of  Charles  X. 
took  place  at  Rheims,  the  29th 
of  May ;  but  the  ceremonies  ac- 
companying this  solemnity,  awa- 
kened far  less  attention  than  was 
anticipated.  Reflecting  and  libe- 
ral-minded men  began  to  regard 
the  king  with  different  sentiments 
fi'om  those,  with  which  they  hailed 
his  accession  to  the  throne.  The 
pageantry,  on  this  occasion,  was 
attended  with  more  fi'ivolities,  if 
possible,  than  the  similar  conse- 
cration of  the  present  king  of  Eng- 
land. The  fanatical  agents  of  the 
Jesuits,  and  the  more  bigoted 
among  the  clergy,  embraced  the 
opportunity  to  impose  the  most 
idle  mummeries  upon  the  people, 
who,  to  their  credit  be  it  recorded, 
for  the  most  part,  regarded  the 
whole  with  a  degree  of  indifler- 
ence,  which  did  not  escape  the  no- 
tice of  the  king  himself.  The 
flourish  of  relics,  and  the  exhibi- 
tion of  the  sainte  ampoule^  threw 
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an  air  of  ridicule  over  a  ceremony, 
which  could  be  tolerated  only  in  a 
country  familiar  with  the  courtly 
forms  of  monarchy,  and  which,  in 
this  age,  have  entirely  lost  their 
pristine  influence  upon  the  minds 
of  men.  The  consecration  amused 
for  the  time,  like  other  spectacles  ; 
but,  solemnized  even  as  it  was,  in  the 
cathedral  of  Rheims,  and  in  all  its 
ancient  state,  it  failed  to  produce 
thai  impression,  which,  in  any  cir- 
cumstances, would  be  its  only  be- 
neficial effect. 

Few  poUtical  events,  of  any  gene- 
ral interest,  occurred  in  France,  du- 
ring the  latter  part  of  the  year  1 825. 
The  period  did  not  elapse,  how- 
ever, without  some  incidents,  which 
served  strongly  to  contrast  the  libe- 
rality of  sentiment  prevaihng  among 
the  people,  with  the  intolerance  and 
jealousy  of  the  uUra  party  in  power. 
Of  this  character,  was  the  conduct 
of  the  local  authorities,  towards  La 
Fayette,  on  occasion  of  his  landing 
at  Havre,  on  his  return  from  his  vi- 
sit to  the  United  States.  The  citizens 
of  Havre  hailed  him  with  great  en- 
thusiasm ;  but  the  police  saw  fit, 
in  compliance,  no  doubt,  with  the 
wishes  of  the  ministry,  to  order  out 
the  gendarmerie^  and  charge  the 
unoffending  multitude  with  drawn 
sabres ;  in  consequence  of  which, 
many  of  them  sustained  serious  in- 
jury. They  also  prohibited  his 
being  supplied  with  post    horses 


to  leave  the  city.  Hie  fiiends, 
neverthelesi,  eontrived  to  eeceit 
him  firom  Havre,  in  spite  of  the 
opposition  of  the  poUce,  who 
meanly  sought  to  annoy  a  man, 
vastly  elevated,  by  his  character, 
above  their  petty  resentment. 

But  a  matter  of  greater  notorie- 
ty, and  still  more  strikingly  illus- 
trative of  the  evil  influence  ezer* 
cised  by  the  Jesuits,  was,  the  prose- 
cution of  the  ConstUuiUmneLjuid  the 
Courier  Franqais^  two  of  the  beat 
conducted  liberal  journals  print' 
ed  in  Paris.  By  direction  of  the 
ministry,  the  king's  advocate,  Bel- 
lart,  presented  to  the  dmr  Roft^ 
a  reqitUiioire^  demanding  the  sue- 
pension  of  those  newspapera  §ar 
three  months,  for  the  alleged  irre- 
hgious  tendency  of  many  psaiageBi 
inserted  in  them  from  time  to  ttnie. 
The  judgment  of  the  couit,  in  re- 
spect to  both,  pronounced  Decem- 
ber 3d,  was,  that  although  some 
expressions  and  phrases,  in  the  ar- 
ticles complained  o^  were  Genava- 
ble ;  yet  the  general  tendency  of 
the  pieces  was  good,  being  calcu- 
lated to  resist  the  establishment  of 
religious  orders  not  sanctioned  by 
law,  and  the  ultramontane  doc- 
trines preached  by  part  of  the  cler- 
gy. These  decisions,  although  said 
to  be  agreeable  to  the  secret  wialMS 
of  M.  de  Villele,  gave  great  um- 
brage to  the  court  party ;  but  eifuai-- 
ly  great  satisfaction  to  the  public 


FRANCE. 


I,  wlio  rejoiced  to  find  that 
MBals  entertained  jutt  no- 
r  what  the  high  church  he- 
rn disposed  to  do,  if  it  had 

iflBtkm  but  one  more  of  the 
•  of  this  character,  to  which 
ded.  Late  in  November, 
Bed  general  Foy,  an  op- 
member  of  the  chamber  of 
r,  and  the  most  eloquent 
peaker  in  France.  His  fii- 
M  attended  by  many  thou- 
r  the  most  eminent  citizens 
K,  who,  in  spite  of  a  heavy 
Bowed  his  remains  to  the 
proQDd  of  Pare  la  Chaise. 
I  this  general  and  sponta- 
ribote  to  his  worth,  stand 
That  distinguished  man 
or,  because  he  would  not 
I  Ua  principles  for  the  sake 
a;  and,  immediately  after 
h,  a  subscription  of  a  mill- 
Di  was  collected  for  his  five 
y  aufiicient  to  give  them 
mcy  for  life.  Thus  it  was 
I  nation  seized  on  the  cir- 
lee  of  his  death,  to  raise  a 
mrament  to  his  memory, 
eause  of  liberty. 
French  chambers  assem- 
uuary  30th,  for  the  year 
Among  the  topics  touched 
a  the  king's  speech,  the 
imarkable  was,  a  change 
i  in  the  law  for  distributing 
ate  in  descent.  On  this 
he  said : — 


^The  progressive  subdivision  of 
landed  property,  essentially  con- 
trary to  the  principle  of  monarchi- 
cal government,  mutt  weaken  the 
securities,  which  the  charter  has 
given  to  my  throne  and  my  sub- 
jects. Means  will  be  proposed  to 
you,  to  restore  the  agreement  that 
should  exist  between  the  political 
law  and  the  civil  law,  and  to  pre- 
serve the  patrimony  of  fimiilies, 
without,  however,  restricting  the  li- 
berty of  dispoaing  of  property.  The 
preservation  of  families,  leads  us 
to  expect,  and  guarantees,  political 
stability,  which  is  the  first  want  of 
a  state,  and*  especially  that  of 
France,  after  so  many  vicissitudes.'' 
These  words  contain  the  substance 
of  the  arguments  for  the  measure. 
Notwithstanding  the  urgency,  with 
which  it  was  pressed  by  the  uUras^ 
it  completely  fiuled.  The  law  of 
primogeniture,  after  protracted  dis- 
cussions, was  rejected  in  the 
chamber  of  peers,  its  ablest  oppo- 
nent there,  being  the  ex-minister, 
Pasquier.  They  reftised  to  go  any 
farther,  than  to  allow  the  fiither  to 
entail  a  portion  of  his  property. 
This  unexpected  result,  may  be 
considered  as  a  sacrifice  made  to 
public  sentiment,  and  an  indication 
of  growing  opposition  to  the  policy 
of  the  Jesuits.  Great  rejoicings 
took  place  on  the  event  at  Paris. 
In  spite  of  the  exertions  <^the  po- 
lice to  prevent  it,  the  Uberais  tes- 
tified their  triumphs,  by  illumina- 
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tions,  which  extended  into  the  pro- 
vincial towns.. 

The  revenue  of  France  for  the 
financial  year  of  1827,  was  stated 
to  be  916,608,734  francs,  and  its 
excess  over  tlie  expenditure,  about 
the  same  as  it  was  in  tlie  prece- 
ding year.  In  the  discussions  con- 
nected with  the  budget,  much 
warmth  was  elicited,  in  respect  to 
the  expenses  of  the  military  occu- 
pation of  Spain.  Imputations  at- 
tached to  the  ministry,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  disclosure  of  pecu- 
lation to  a  great  amount,  made  by 
the  contractor,  Ouvrard,  in  supply- 
ing the  French  army.  The  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  this  af- 
fair, deserve  to  be  related. 

When  the  French  army  reached 
Bayonne,  on  their  way  to  Spain,  in 
1823,  the  due  d'Angoul^me  found 
the  men  in  want  of  food  and  cloth- 
ing, and  tlie  horses  reduced  to  the 
last  ration  of  forage.  In  this 
emergency,  Ouvrard  stepped  in, 
and  by  his  talent  and  address,  pre- 
served the  French  arms  from  dis- 
grace. By  the  free  use  of  money, 
he  effected  wonders.  Liberally 
distributing  doucekrs^  he  obtained 
a  contract,  which,  while  it  saved 
the  troops  from  starving,  gave  him 
an  exorbitant  price  for  ev/ery  ration 
of  bread.  The  bribery  practised 
here,  was  not  the  only  ignomini- 
ous attendant  of  the  expedition. 
Through  an  extraordinary  system 
of  well  planned  firauds,  double  ra- 


tions were  distributed  for  the 
for  while  100,000  French 
were  paid  and  fed  in  Spa 
same  allowance  for  pay  coi 
in  France.  It  was  owing  t( 
among  other  causes,  that  tl 
paign  cost  France  the  en 
sum  of  397,000,000  of  fran 

M.  de  Villele,  on  the  firsi 
of  these  shameful  frauds,  ino 
ed  M.  Ouvrard,  who,  in  ri 
published  a  volume  of  ^^C 
ions,"  narrating  his  inte 
with  Napoleon,  and  his  lift 
to  the  entrance  of  the  Frei 
Tolosa,  and  threatening,  far 
expose  all  his  confederates 
Spanish  expedition,  by  the  ] 
tion  of  a  sequel,  unless  he 
be  fully  acquitted.  His  trie 
Cour  Royale,  and  the  suh 
investigations  in  tlie  chan 
peers,  to  whom  the  Cour 
referred  tiie  matter,  prodm 
deepest  sensation.  M.  dc 
strove  in  vain  to  huSh  up  tl 
ness ;  and  bitterly  repented 
so  hastily  imprisoned  M.  C 
The  chamber  of  peers,  at 
suffered  themselves  to  be  p 
upon  by  the  ministry,  to  o 
their  investigation  of  the  t 
ion,  as  a  branch  of  the  gove 
without  convicting  the  peei 
cated  in  it. 

Previous  to  the   close 
year,  the  foreign  relation! 
country  remained  as  befoi 
few  exceptions.     Of  theae. 
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e  treaty  of  navigation  and 
fce,  concluded  between 
mod  Brazil,  which  confer- 
each  party,  ail  the  privileges 
i  most  favored  nation.  In 
co^izing  the  independence 
nil,  tlie  government  took 
lOt  to  compromit  its  adhe- 

0  the  principles  of  legitima- 
r  although  Pedro  had  origi- 
jvolted,  yet  his  empire  being 
teed  by  treaty  with  Portu- 
•cknowledge  his  sovereignty 
nowise  encouraging  the  re- 
D  of  the  Spanish  American 
ce,  with  whom  France  still 

1  to  treat. 

(tef  the  political  feehng  in 
I,  during  the  past  year,  has 
!  to  the  contest  between  the 
,  or  high  church  party,  who 
le  the  national  authority, 
eir  opponents,  who  consti- 
B  great  bulk  of  the  people, 
ooally,  the  excited  state  of 
tter,  respecting  the  subject, 
ed  disorders,  one  of  which 
dd  at  Rouen,  in  May.  The 
ide  opposed  and  insulted  the 
,  who  were  celebrating  the 
mcement  of  a  mission  in  the 
i  churches.  It  became  ne- 
f  to  summon  the  aid  of  the 
imerie  to  disperse  and  quell 
tors,  after  they  had  exhibited 
jsrespect  for  the  ceremonies 
most  insulting  acts.  Similar 
MUices  occurred,  on  a  hke 
OD, in  Lyons,  at  a  later  period. 


Indeed,  the  strides  of  the  Jesuits 
toward  obtaining  control  of  the  go- 
vernment, were  now  open  and  vi- 
sible, and  publicly  denounced.  M. 
Frayssiaous  admitjted,  in  the  cham- 
ber of  deputies,  that  seven  colleges 
were  under  the  exclusive  direction 
of  the  Jesuits.  They  had  also  or* 
ganized  a  secret  society,  called  the 
congregation,  having  for  its  pro- 
fessed objects,  the  exercise  of  pie- 
ty ;  but  really  animated  by  a  set- 
tled purpose  to  restore  the  reign  of 
bigotry  and  religious  terrorum; 
and  it  already  numbered  in  its 
body  one  hundred  and  eight  mem- 
bers of  the  chamber  of  deputies. 
All  over  the  interior  of  the  coun- 
try, the  Jesuits  were  indefatigable 
ui  seeking  to  engross  authority, 
greatly  annoying  the  gentry,  but 
hated  most  by  the  small  proprie- 
tors, who  had  profited  by  the  sale 
of  church  lands  during  the  revolu- 
tion, to  purchase  little  freeholds, 
and  now  dreaded  their  being  re- 
claimed. 

In  this  irritable  state  of  public 
feeling,  it  will  readily  be  perceived 
how  much  impression  was  produ- 
ced by  the  count  de  Montlosier's 
attack  on  the  Jesuits,  in  his  elo- 
quent work,  called  ^^  Memoire  d 
coMuUer^!''  on  a  religious  and  po- 
litical system;  tending  to  over- 
throw rehgion,  society,  and  the 
throne.  This  book  is  an  elaborate 
denunciation  of  the  high  church 
party.  Its  influence  was  the  greater. 
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as  the  author  belonged  to  the  old  The  revolution,  as  it  swept  oi 

nobility,  and  was,  in  political  prin-  land,  called  new  energies  in 

ciples,  an  ultra-royalist.     Had  the  ing.    It  converted  the  peasan 

the  work  proceeded  fix>m  any  other  small  proprietors,  freed  thi 

quarter,  its  effect  would  have  been  eiat  from  oppressive  feuda 

less ;  but  the  character,  station  and  dens,  gave  them  civil  rights 

party  of  M.  de  Montloeier,  gave  in  opening  to  them  the  car 

it    a    prodigious    political    force,  useful  ambition,  infused   nc 

which  his  talent  alone,  great  as  it  into  the  circulation  of  the  bo 

is,  could  never  have  communica-  litic,  which    before    was   c 

ted.     Six    thousand  copies  were  and  stagnant  under  the  sicklj 

sold  in  the  space  of  a  week ;  and  it  ences  of  absolute  monarch; 

rapidly  ran  through  several  editions,  awed  by  public  opinion,  and 

It  was  well  known,  that  M.  de  fluenced  by  principle.     A  ci 

Villele  felt  averse,  from  principle  dated  territory,  and  a  nature 

and  policy,  to  going  aQ  lengths  racter  peculiarly  quick,  spr 

with  the  Jesuits,  although  he  could  and  intellectual,  unite  with 

not  wholly  shake  off  this  influence,  resources  of  domestic  indufl 

Of  Ibis,  he  permitted  several  indi-  make  France  powerful  und 

cations  to  escape  ;  in  the  number  circumstances.      At   the    f 

of  which  we  may  reckon  the  ele-  moment,  her  upper  classes ) 

vation  of  the  virtuous  and  tolerant  is  plain,  agitated  by  a  contf 

abbe  de  Cheverus,  formerly  bishop  ascendancy,    between    one 

of  Boston,  to  the  see  of  Bordeaux,  bent  on  maintaining  the  grei 

and  the  peerage.     This  appoint-  trines  of  religious  freedom,  i 

ment  greatly  offended  the  Jesuits,  another  striving  to  suppress 

but  was  extremely  popular  in  the  Our  sympathies,  of  course,  ai 

nation  at  large.     Indeed,  the  dis-  the  former,  and  our  feelin 

sensions  existing  in  France,  at  this  verse  to  the  acts  of  the  goven 

time,  would  seem  to  carry  us  back  so  far  as  they  subserve  intcrfi 

to  the  days  of  Louis  XV.,  and  the  in    religion,    or   uphold   ar' 

old  controversies  between  the  je-  principles  in  politics.     The 

suits  and  jansenists  appear  to  be  lopment,  in   France,  of  tb 

revived  anew  in  all  their  bitterness,  combinations,  associated  w 

Our  account  of  the  French  would  Portuguese  constitution,  mm 

be  imperfect,  did  we  omit  to  men-  erfully  affect  the  question,  in 

tion  their  prosperous  condition  as  ing  in  all  civilized  countries 

a  people,  and  their  elevation  and  ther  the  cause  of  liberty  aha 

vigor  aggregately  as  a  sovereignty,  ver  for  a  while,  or  fuUy  trimi 
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The  mind  is  inevitably  filled  with 

pj^timents  of  deep  melancholy  in 

^»ootemplating  the  recent  history  of 

S|Nun,*-Kmce  so  glorious,  as  well 

^M  the    chivalrous    character    of 

lier  inhabilants,  as  for  the  splendor 

of  her  csdernal  possessions.     She 

IS  now  stripped  of  her  empire  in 

the  new  world,  and  involved  in 

it-  state  of  anarchy  and  misrule, 

Wbich  her  worst  enemies  may  pity 

>^  dei^ore.     Other  countries  in 

Borope,  are  either  teeming  vntfa 

the  refinements  of  modern  improve- 

iBttitf  and  every  where  impressed 

^^ith  the  march  of  mind ;  or  else, 

tf  destitiite  of  liberal  institutions, 

■ttpote  in  the  tranquilUty  and  or- 

^  of  despotism.     But  unhappy 

^ptiD  is  deprived  of  the  blessings 

^  i  &ee  government,  without  en- 

^^^7^    even  the  imperfect   equi- 

^^hut  of  a  vigorous  one.     Her 

^*^«it  sons  have  perished  on  the 

^^•fold,  the  martyrs  of  their  pa- 

:  her  wisest  are  exiles  in  fo- 

lands ;  and  the  rest  are  sub- 


ject to  the  oppression  of  a  drivel- 
ling prince,  and  a  bigoted  priest- 
hood. Our  sketch  of  her  afl^urs 
vnU,  therefore,  abound  with  moni- 
tory examples  of  the  deplorable 
eflects  of  bad  pohtical  institutions* 
The  commencement  of  the  year 
found  Spain  as  far  removed  firom 
concord  and  good  order,  as  it  was 
when  the  French  overthrew  the 
constitution.  The  banishment  of 
Mina,  the  execution  of  Riego,  had 
intimidated,  without  tranquillizing 
the  people. — ^England,  by  acknow- 
ledging the  independence  of  the 
American  states,  appeared  to  have 
extinguished  for  ever  the  hopes  of 
Spain  to  regain  her  empire.  Sr* 
Zea  Bermudez,  who  was  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  ministry,  the  last 
day  of  the  preceding  year,  entered 
upon  the  discharge  of  his  duty  in 
most  unpropitious  circumstances. 
His  appointment  was  attributed 
wholly  to  the  interference  of 
France,  whose  government  were 
anxious  to  have  Ferdinand  try  the> 
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experiment  of  a  minister  of  abili- 
ties, moderation,  liberality,  and 
temper.  But,  unfortunately,  the 
attempted  remedy  only  aggravated 
the  disease.  Destitute  of  personal 
connections,  or  family  influence,  to 
bear  him  out  in  a  course  indepen- 
dent and  upright ;  having  no  party 
to  support  him  in  such  healing 
measures,  as  the  distracted  state  of 
the  kingdom  required ;  his  mini- 
stry was  feeble,  and  terminated  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  year,  leaving 
the  country  in  a  worse  condition 
than  before. 

The  earliest  accounts  of  the 
year,  related  only  to  the  illness  of 
the  king,  who  was  attacked  by  the 
goat,  in  January,  but,  to  the  mis- 
fortune of  his  subjects,  soon  re- 
covered. 

The  fanatical  party  were  con- 
stantly busy  throughout  the  king- 
dom, and  exercised  acts  of  autho- 
rity, in  the  provinces,  according  to 
their  discretion.  Military  tribu- 
nals were  active  and  severe,  in 
their  persecution  of  all  persons 
suspected,  or  accused  of  liberalism. 
For  instance,  a  soldier  in  a  com- 
pany of  grenadiers  was  sentenced 
to  ten  years'  imprisonment  at  Ceu- 
ta,  for  having  praised  the  abolish- 
ed constitution.  Arrests  were  fre- 
quent, for  the  most  trivial  causes  of 
suspicion.  In  May,  the  prisons  of 
Barcelona  and  ViUafi-anca,  contain- 
ed one  hundred  and  forty-four  per- 
sons, awaiting  their  trial  by  the  mi- 


litary commission.  These 
indicated  the  disposition  < 
government,  and  plainly  fc 
what  was  soon  to  follow. 

Fruitless  attempts  were  m 
France  and  elsewhere,  to  ol 
loan  for  the  absolute  necessi 
the  government,  equally  vi 
money,  as  without  credit, 
ministry  were  driven  to  th 
sperate  resource  of  compulsoi 
tributions,  to  procure  suppl: 
the  troops,  who  impoverish^ 
country  which  they  were  the 
ments  of  enslaving.  Nor  w 
ruinous  practice  followed  I 
general  government  alone, 
local  authorities,  forced  to  ta 
vantage  of  the  weakness  oft 
vernment,  arbitrarily  impose 
exacted  duties  on  various  a 
of  consumption.  The  trei 
general  declared,  that  he  wi 
jected  to  continual  insults, 
the  impossibility  of  meetin 
demands,  and  could  no  longi 
port  a  charge  superior  t 
strength. 

An  exposition  of  the  st 
the  national  finances,  given 
treasurer,  represented  the 
credit  as  completely  gone ;  t 
ceipts  hardly  sufficient  to  cov 
the  expenditure,  and  no  mei 
isting  to  supply  the  defic 
The  revenue  of  America 
amounted,  formedy,  to  one 
dred  and  sixty  millions  of  real 
it  was  now  reduced  to  a  i 
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leaaionaUy  received  from 
Add  to  this,  a  defalcation 
[ier  hundred  millions  of 
m  the  general  reduction  of 
ND8,  and  of  the  duty  on  the 
tobacco  and  salt.  It  will 
6  perceived,  that  the  great- 
ison  and  discontent  must 
lecessary  consequence  of 
reme  national  penury. 
ibian  privateers  continued 
I  upon  the  Spanish  coast, 
iff  the  httle  trade  still  re- 
to  the  country,  and  de- 
ing  the  absurdity  of  Ferdi- 
tetensions  to  reconquer  a 
who  were  now  strong 
bo  attack  him  at  home, 
inquence  of  all  these  accu- 
public  distresses,  disturban- 
i  began  to  break  out  in  the 
■•  A  serious  one  occurred 
Ri  in  April,  1 825,  where  the 
destitute  of  pay,  provisions, 
leedful  appointments,  and 
by  distresses  which  they  as- 
» the  influence  of  the  clergy, 
(MD  the  doors  of  the  latter, 
enly  pillaged  their  houses. 
all  these  crying  evidences 
ole,  Ferdinand  issued  a 
ation,whose  positive  and  de- 
Mie,  was  but  poorly  in  keep- 
1  tbe  actual  imbecility  of  his 
lent.  The  elevation  of  Zea 
esE,  had  given  rise  to  ru- 
U  more  lenient  and  rational 
»  of  administration,  were, 
0  be  produced.      To  re- 


move this  ide&i'  he  declared  hia 
determination  to  preserve  all  the 
institutions  of  absolute  government 
in  full  vigor,  and  without  the  slight- 
est qualification  whatsoever.  In 
pm-suance  of  this  declaration,  he 
issued  a  decree,  denouncing  se* 
vere  penalties  against  all  per- 
sons who  should  attack  the  mea- 
sures of  the  government;  insult 
either  of  its  agents ;  report  any 
thing  against  the  sovereign  autho* 
rity ;  possess,  receive,  or  read  pam- 
phlets or  letters  of  a  revolutionary 
tendency  ;  or  hold  public  or  private 
meetings  to  criticise  in  whatever 
way,  the  measures  of  the  admini- 
stration. In  the  spirit  of  these  re- 
gulations, was  a  pastoral  letter,  cir- 
culated by  the  archbishop  of  Bar- 
celona, for  the  establishment  of  an 
apostolic  junta  in  Catalonia,  con- 
sisting of  three  priests,  of  the  or- 
der of  ^t.  Dominic.  They  were 
authorised,  and  required  to  investi- 
gate and  punish,  canonically,  all 
those  transgressions  which  were 
formerly  cognizable  by  ^^  the  Holy 
Tribunal  of  the  inquisition." 

The  minister  Zea,  finding  all  his 
designs  thwarted  by  the  tUira  party, 
and  hopeless  of  accomplishing  any 
good,  at  last,  early  in  the  month  of 
August,  tendered  his  resignation. 
Ferdinand,  however,  refused  to  ac- 
cept it ;  and  thereby  outraged  the 
fanatics  to  such  a  degree,  that  they 
started  the  project  of  deposing 
him,  and  elevating  the  infimt,  Don 
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Garios,  in  hii  place.  This  led  to 
mimeroiu  wrests,  all  over  the  kinf^ 
doiD ;  and  especially  in  the  princi- 
pal towns  of  Andalusia.  In  three 
days,  nearly  two  hundred  persons 
were  incarcerated  in  Seville,  be- 
sides many  others,  mostly  monks 
and  canons,  in  Cordoba,  Madrid 
and  elsewhere ;  and  a  junta  of  pu- 
blic safety  was  created,  with  the 
duke  del  In^tado  at  its  head, 
'  fi>r  the  purpose  of  putting  a  stop 
to  disafiection,  by  strong  and  deci- 
sive measures. 

Notwithstanding  these  acts  of 
the  government,  disorders  continu- 
ed to  increase,  and  evidently  look- 
ed to  some  revolutionary  move- 
ment. A  monk  had. the  boldness 
to  harangue  a  multitude  assembled 
in  a  public  square,  and  urge  them 
to  place  Don  Carlos  on  the  throne  ; 
denouncing  Ferdinand  as  a  free- 
mason. At  length,  the  insurrection 
broke  out,  on  the  16th  of  August, 
1825,  headed  by  Bessieres,  a  vio- 
lent royalist,  and  formerly  a  zealous 
partizan  of  the  king's,  in  opposition 
to  the  cortes.  A  small  body  of 
troops,  stationed  at  Getafa,  near 
Madrid,  assembled  under  arms,  and 
marched  towards  Alcala,  announc- 
ing their  design  to  be,  to  deliver  the 
king,who,they  said,  was  imprisoned 
by  his  ministers.  Bessieres  joined 
them  at  Torrija,  on  the  18th,  as- 
sumed the  command,  and  publish- 
ed a  list  of  proscribed  persons;   at 


the  beginning  of  whioht  was  Iha 
name  of  Zea  Bermuda*  !!•  wtts 
joined  by  many  others;  but  the 
junta  of  pubhc  safety  having  had 
early  intelligence  of  the  insurreo* 
tion,  despatched  the  count  d'Es- 
pagne,  with  a  force  competent  to 
quell  it.  He  overtook  the  rebels 
at  Molina  de  Aragon,  and  at  Zar 
frilla,  arrested  Bessieres,  who  was 
shot  the  next  day,  with  his  princi- 
pal accomplices. 

Other  insurrections,  of  a  simikr 
character,  occurred  in  almost  every 
part  of  Spain.  Although  it  seem- 
ed that  their  object  was  the  same, 
namely,  to  raise  Don  Carlos  to  the 
throne,  yet  their  movements  weie 
so  ill  managed,  that  they  ended  in 
nothing.  The  risings  consisled  of 
disconnected  efforts  of  individiialaiy 
who,  acting  without  concert,  were 
easily  discomfited ;  and  whose  idle 
attempts  only  served  to  fill  the 
kingdom  with  bloodshed,  and  aug- 
ment its  distresses.  We  shaD  not 
undertake  to  enumerate  the  disor- 
ders particularly,  alike  as  they  were 
in  their  origin,  nature,  and  conse- 
quences. They  chiefly  proceeded 
fi'om  the  fimatical  royalists,  who 
demoded  the  re^establiahmeot  oT 
the  inquisition,  and  by  their  insane 
and  bigoted  conduct,  justly  visiiad 
upon  Ferdinand,  his  abandonment 
of  the  constitutional  party,  and 
preference  for  absolute  govenfe- 
ment.     During  these  disturbances. 
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ramained  at  St.  Ildefbnso,  nolliing.  S^  had  been  contiini- 
fwy  thing  was  tranquil,  ae  aUy  forced  into  a  vacillating  pcrficy. 
It  Madrid.  now  moderate  and  now  tyrannical, 
bath  of  the  fanatical  Bee-  accordinf  as  the  fiirioiii  fiietioBS 
re  record  without  regret,  around  the  court  prerailed,  or  re* 
it  was  justly  merited.  But  lazed  their  intrigues.  la  October, 
stations  took  place,  which  he  and  his  asM>ciates  were  snddenljr 
etery  honest  heart  with  in-  dismissed  ;  and  the  ecclesiastical' 
i.  D.  Juan  Martin,  called  faction  assumed  unlimited  control 
leeinado,  one  of  the  noblest  of  the  administration.  The  duko 
'  patriotic  Spaniards  who  del  Infantado  was  placed  at  the 
ta  the  nation  in  all  its  re-  head  of  the  ministry,  as  the  indi- 
perished  bravely  on  the  ridual,  whose  character  and  eon- 
after  a  long  and  cruel  im-  nections  with  the  fanatics,  gave  him 
Mt  He  made  violent  ef-  the  greatest  authority, 
escape  from  the  guards.  Great  alarm  was  occasioned  in 
idncted  him  to  execution,  December,  by  the  numerous  cap- 
leeeded  in  releasing  his  tures  made  by  Colombian  priva- 
M  their  fetters,  and  seiz-  teers.  They  burnt  or  scuttled  ships 
itid.  But  he  was  over-  not  laden  with  valuable  cargoes, 
%f  numbers,  and  died  exe-  captured  others,  and  landed  their 
the  king  and  the  priests,  crews  on  the  coast.  Their  small 
*  he  exclaimed  ;  *'*'  is  this  boats  sometimes  entered  the  ports, 
id  for  a  hlb  devoted  to  the  and  carried  away  vessels,  which 
{ the  king  ?  Am  I  to  be  took  reAige  there ;  and  thus  proved 
NBpensed  ;  I  who  was  the  destructive  to  the  Spanish  merean- 
use  the  standard  in  his  fa-  tile  marine, 
conduced  more  than  any  Near  the  close  of  the  year,  a 
f  place  the  crown  on  his  decree  was  issued,  reorganizing  the 
The  execution  of  an-  council  of  state,  to  be  composed  of 
faent  and  virtuous  citizen,  the  ministers,  and  others,  for  tlie 
glesias,  excited  a  general  purpose  of  passing  upon  aU  the 
It  of  sympathy.  He  had  measures  of  the  government.  San- 
Bg  known  as  one  of  the  guine  hopes  were  entertained  of 
vishing  citizens  of  the  ca-  the  firmness  of  the  new  admini- 
lis  last  words  were,  ^^  Li-  stration,  it  being  thought  that 
death!''  the  duke  del  Infantado,  an  flft- 
DBoHative  junta  was  ap-  lelntiff,  himself,  might  be  able, 
at  this  time ;  but  effected  in  some  degree,  to  control  the  ex- 
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cesses  of  the  ultra-royalists.  His  All  the  foreign  ministers  at  Ma- 
personal  patriotism  was  undoubt-  drid,  except  the  Russian,  it  is  said^ 
ed ;  and,  it  was  said,  he  presented  acquiesced  in  the  efforts  made  by 
the  king  with  a  year's  revenue  of  the  American  and  English  embas- 
his  immense  estates,  to  aid  in  re-  sadors,  to  induce  Spain  to  acknow- 
lieving  the  public  necessities,  and  ledge  the  independence  of  the  Spa* 
set  an  example  to  opulent  individu-  nish  American  states,  forcibly  as 
als  and  corporations.  they  showed  the  folly  of  protracting 

But  honorably  and  sincerely  as  a  hopeless  contest,  and  the  risk 
this  nobleman  may  have  exerted  that  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico  woukl 
himself,  to  reUeve  the  distress  of  be  lost  by  the  persevering  refusal 
the  country,  its  causes  were  too  of  the  government  to  make  peace, 
deep  and  extensive  to  yield  to  or- '  when  it  was  an  act  of  necessity  as 
dinary  remedies.  The  early  ac-  well  as  expediency;  still  nothing 
counts  from  Spain,  during  the  year  could  prevail  over  the  senseless  ob- 
1826,  continued  to  represent  that  stinacy  of  the  inquisition  party, 
devoted  country  as  on  the  verge  of  The  failure  of  Bessieres'  insurrec- 
convulsions.  It  would  seem,  that  tion  had  not  discouraged  the  roy- 
nothing  but  the  presence  of  French  ahst  volunteers,  who,  pushed  on  by 
soldiers  could  prevent  the  recur-  the  bigoted  priesthood,  persisted  in 
rence  of  dangerous  revolutionary  desiring  the  elevation  of  Ferdi- 
movements,  which,  on  every  side,  nand's  brother,  Carlos,  to  the 
distracted  the  provinces.  To  add  throne  ;  antyk^tmg  in  him  a  plia- 
to  these  misfortunes,  the  dey  of  Al-  ble  instrumen^^fe^  violence  and 
giers  commenced  war  against  Spain,  infatuation, 
in  February,  1826,  in  order  to  ob-  To  dwell  minutely  upon  the 
tain,  by  captures,  the  amount  of  revolting  picture  of  all  the  dis- 
the  Spanish  subsidy,  which,  owing  orders,  which  afflicted  this  fine 
to  the  deplorable  state  of  the  country,  at  the  period  under  coo* 
finances,  remained  unpaid.  This  sideration,  would  be  merely  a  re- 
event,  co-operating  with  the  ra-  petition  of  the  same  lamentable 
vages  of  Colombian  privateers,  scenes,  already  described.  A  lew 
and  the  apprehension  of  a  landing  examples  will  suffice.-.  At  one 
of  the  constitutionahsts,  filled  the  time,  a  band  of  constitutionalists 
maritime  districts  with  terror  and  effected  a  landing  at  Alicant,  who 
confiision.  were,  however,  taken  and  ezecv- 

Hated  by  the  hberal  party,. and  ted,>and  their  leader,  Bazan,  was 

distrusted  b^  his  own,  the  wretched  shot.     On  the  other  hand,  the  ft- 

king  could  depend  upon  neither,  mous  curate.  Merino,  in  another 
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Spain,  excited  disturbances  ment,  and  never  permit  the  esta- 
ipofitolic  party.  Some  pro-  blishment  of  chambers  under  any 
irere  constantly  infested  with  modification  whatever.  This  de- 
if  robbers^  who  rendered  it  cree  was  published  in  August,  1826. 
DUB  to  travel,  without  the  Not  long  before,  a  dangerous  con- 
ion  of  a  strong  guard,  spiracy  had  been  detected  by  the 
were  thrown  into  disorder,  superintendant  of  police,  having 
iests  between  the  militia  and  for  its  object,  to  compel  Ferdinand 
of  smugglers,  on  the  sea  to  abdicate  in  favor  of  Don  Carios. 
-Guerilla  parties  took  shel-  The  king  was  persuaded  by  his 
the  mountains.  Nothing  well-wishers,  on  this  occasion,  to 
juseed  the  picture  of  wretch-  consent  to  change  the  ministry, 
and  poverty  among  the  low-  proclaim  a  general  amnesty,  and 
les,  of  fanaticism  among  the  convoke  the  cortes  ;  but  the  in- 
■nd  their  party,  of  pubhc  trigues  of  the  apoMtoUe  party  over- 
I  every  where ;  presented  in  came  his  better  intentions,  andpre- 
li  this  period.  vented  the  execution  of  the  salo- 
trial  of  the  members  of  the  tary  measures  contemplated. 

being  concluded,  the  In  proof  of  the  alarm  and  rigor 

published  a   decree,  of  the  government,  it  may  be  men- 

ning    to    death    sixty-five  tioned,  that  general  O'Donnell  is- 

n  addition  to  those  except-  sued  a  circular  to  the  authoritiee 

a  the  decree  of  amnesty  in  in  the  military  district  commanded 

This  measure  was  in  uni-  by  him,  peremptorily  interdicting 

ith    the   sanguinary    spirit,  all  intercourse  with  Portugal,  and 

governed  the  councils   of  enjoining  a  strict  watch  over  per- 
sons suspected  of  entertaining  sen- 

effidrs  of  the  kingdom  were  timents  favorable  to  Uberty.     Pkr 

tNight  to  a  crisis,  by  the  poli-  cards  were  posted  in  Madrid,  com- 

AOges  in  Portugal.  No  soon-  manding  every  book  of  a  supposed 

be  promulgation  of  a  consti-  liberal  tendency,  to  be  delivered  up 

tot  that  kingdom,  become  to  the  police.     No  persons  could 

in  Spain,  than  it  produced  enter  or  leave  Madrid,  without  be- 

eatcst  consternation.     Fer-  ing  reported  to  the  municipal  offi- 

inued  a  decree,  invoking  the  cers.    . 

of  liis  people,  to  preserve  Amid  these  events,  the  duke  del 

iUity.      He  reassured  them,  Infantado  resigned  his  place  as  mi- 

le  would   never  make  any  nister  of  foreign  affairs,  alleging 

)  in  the  legal  form  of  govern-  that  he  did  not  enjoy  the  kinir's 
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confidence.    His  resignation  had  revolt  of  Brazil,  however,  i 

been  repeatedly  tendered  before  ;  Don  Pedro,  was  an  event  to  i 

but  refused.  the  Portuguese    govemmeBt 

His  successor,  Salmon,  and  his  not  reconciled  ;  although  it 

associates,  bear  the  character  of  do  notding  towards  regainii 

being,  some  of  them,  men  of  ta-  lost  authority.     But  strong 

lents  and  integrity.     But  the  go-  tions  were  made  by  the   Ei 

vemment  was  arrived  at  a  fearful  government,  through  sir   W; 

crisis.     With  coffers  empty,  troops  A'Court,  their  minister  at  Li 

unmanageable,   ill    officered,  and  to  bring  about  a  recognition  c 

only  half  paid,  a  marine  scarcely  independence  of  Brasil.     Ib  . 

sufficient  for  the  defence  of  Cuba,  ary,  1825,  a  change  in  the  ei 

and  without  authority  in  Spain  ade-  took  place,  and  new  minislen 

quate  to  repress  the  infuriated  fac-  appointed,  favoraUe  to  the  vii 

tions,  which  divided  the  kingdom, —  Great  Britain.      This  preliii 

under  all  these  disadvantages,  any  step,  was  followed,  ere  lonf , 

ministry  would  have  a  most  ar-  prochimation  of  king  Joho^ii 

duous  task  to  perform.  cognizing  the  independence  oi 

Some  time  elapsed,  before  the  zil,  and  transferring  the  soven 

Spanish  authorities  manifested  their  of  it  to  his  son,  Don  Pedro. 

hostility  to  the  Portuguese  regency,  farther  difficulty  being  now 

by  any  overt  acts.     They  began,  by  posed,  the  two  states  acceplei 

receiving  the  rebels,  who  fled  into  mediation  of   England  ;    iM 

Spain,  from  Portugal ;  and  either  Charles    Stuart,     was    npjpc 

furnishing  them  with  weapons,  or  plenipotentiary  of  the  king  of 

at  any  rate,  conniving  at  thbir  ob-  tugal,  with  powers  to  cond 

taaning  arms,  and   continuing    m  treaty  of  peace  and  alliance 

military  array.     To  the  demands  of  Brazil.     He  proceeded  to  Hii 

Portugal,  requiring  the  refugees  to  accomplished  this  object  nw 

be  disarmed,  no  attention  was  paid,  fully.     The  treaty  was  condtli 

We   must   now    go    back,   to  August,  and  announced  at  LI 

explain    the    events,    which    had  in  October, 
previously  transpired  in  Portugal ;        No  other  events  of  historiei 

and  the  actual  situation  of  that  king-  portance  transpired  in    Fori 

dom.  until  the    death  of   the  kk 

At  the   expiration  of  the  year  an   apoplectic  fit,  which  bs 

1824,  Portugal  was  freed  from  the  ed  March  10th,  1826.     Job 

internal    disturbance,   which    had  was  bom  in  1767.     From 

lately  agitated  the  kinirdom.      The  until  1817.  he  sfovemed  the 
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4loni«  in  the  capacity  of  regent,  on  in  regard  to  the  personal  liberty  of 

account  of  the    insanity  of   the  the  subject,  is  remarkable  in  its  po- 

qoeen,  his  mother.     He  succeeded  litical  features.      It    confers    the 

her  in  1817,  at  which  time  he  wan  right  of  suffi-age  on  all  persons  pos- 

in  Rio,  whither  the  government  was  sessed  of  an  income  of  100  milreas, 

transferred,  on  Bonaparte's  inva-  and  provides  for  the  annual  assem* 

■ion  of  PortugaL  bling  of  a  cortes  composed  of  two 

Previous  to  the  king's  death,  it  chambers,  namely  :  hereditary 
had  been  arranged  that  his  fourth  peers,  and  deputies  elected  every 
daughter,  Isabella  Maria,  should  ^our  years.  While  it  estabtished 
act  as  regent,  until  the  af&irs  of  the  ^e  Roman  catholic  religion  as  the 
kingdom  were  settled.  When  John  rehgion  of  the  kingdom,  it  permtt- 
aekopwledged  the  independence  of  ^  all.  other  religions  to  fbrdgners. 
Brazil,  no  stipulation  was  provided  Being  accompamed  with  a  general 
against  the  uni<m  of  the  two  crowns  aomesty,  it  excited  the  liveliest  sen- 
in  the  person  of  I>on  Pedro,  on  his  sations  of  joy  in  Lisbon, 
fctber's  death.  It  remained  to  be  It  will  be  recollected  that  Miguel, 
seen  what  course  Pedro  would  take,  the  brother  of  Pedro,  rebelled 
jK>w  that  this  very  contingency  had  against  his  father  a  few  years  since, 
arisen.  Wisely  preferring  the  pos-  ^^  was  now  travelling  abroad  in  a 
session  of  Brazil  alone,  to  being  ^J^  of  honorable  ejule.  To  secure 
aabject  to  European  intrigues  in  the  permanency  of  the  new  politi- 
Portugal,  Pedro  immediately  con-  ^  arrangements,  a  dispensation 
firmed  the  regency  appointed  in  ^^  obtained  for  the  marriage  of 
Portugal,  and  abdicated  all  his  ^^^  Miguel  with  his  niece,  the 
rights  to  the  Portuguese  crown  in  queen,  although  she  was  but  eight 
frvpr  of  his  eldest  daughter  Maria  y^^^  of  age.  Miguel  was  now  re- 
da  Gloria,  who  thus  became  queen  siding  in  the  palace  of  the  emperor 
of  Portugal.  of  Austria,  at  Vienna.     Acting  un- 

At  the  same  time,  Pedro  announc-  ^^^  the  emperor's  advice,  he  made 

ed  to  the  Portuguese  his  design  to  oath  to  the  constitution  in  October, 

Confer  on    them  a  constitutional  sending  to  the  regent  a  copy  of  the 

charter,  whose  acceptance  by  them  oath  written  and  subscribed  in  his 

he  made  one  of  the  conditions  of  own  hand-writing.     Governed  by 

his  resignation  : — an  act,  destined  the  same  counsels,  Miguel  was  also 

to  be  followed  by  momentous  con-*  betrothed  to  the  queen  in  form,  she 

sequences.     This  charter,  which  herself  being  still  at  Rio  de  Janeiro, 

contains  a  great  number  of  provi-  Throughout  all  these  proceed- 

9tons  of  the  most  Uberal  character  ings,  it  was  plain  to  discern  the 
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hand  of  England,  on  whom,  afler  sponsibility.     On  his  an 

all,  PoHugal  woidd  have  to  depend  bon,  the  council  of  reg 

for  the  stability  of  any  form  of  go-  posed  of  the  oldest  mini 

▼enunent  she  might  possess.  Every  late  king,  remonstrated 

where,  however,  in  Europe,  the  acceptance  of  the  du 

suljject  deeply  interested  all  poU-  nevertheless,  the  princ 

tical  classes.     It  was  so  lately  that  consented  to  the  consti 

the  Portuguese  had  revolutionized  issued  a  proclamation 

their  country,  and  overturned  their  gate  the  fact,  indubitah 

former  constitution,  scarcely  a  more  ing  under  the  advice  of 

liberal  one  than  the  present ;   it  It  soon  appeared,  tha 

was  so  lately  that  France  had  inva-  lutists,  pretending  to  su 

ded  Spain,  to  subdue  the  constitu-  Miguel,  had  a  strong  p 

tional  party  there  ; — that  the  adhe-  country.      Discontent  - 

rents  of  absolute  monarchy  in  the  show  itself  among  the  t 

peninsula    and    in    France,  were  stances  of  insurrection 

struck  with  amazement  by  the  oc-  in    the    distant  proving 

currence  of  an  event,  which  seemed  were    with    difficulty  i 

to  sanction  the  past  acts,  and  en-  The    insurgents    took 

courage  all  the  future  hopes,  of  the  Spain,   where  being  o 

fiiends  of  constitutional  freedom.  ceived,  and  protected. 

It  was  natural  to  inquire,  also,  had  collected   into  lar 

what  course  would  be  adopted  by  they    continually    threi 

the  members  of  the  Holy  Alliance,  Portuguese    frontier, 

a  body  organized  for  the  sole  pur-  prehensive  of  an  invasio 

pose  of  preventing  the  institution  tuguese   government   ii 

of  constitutional  governments.   No  quired  of  Spain  to  disa 

sooner  was  their  head  removed  by  bels,  and  send  their  arm 

death,  than  all  the  benefit  of  their  gal.     This  requisition  ] 

kind  labors  in  Italy,  seemed  to  be  effectual,  the  Spanish  c 

totally  annihilated  by  the  erection  ing  it  only  with  empty  i 

of  the  Portuguese  chartered  mo-  which  their  acts  behed, 

narchy.  ligence  of  the  movemen 

Sir    Charles   Stuart  the    agent  in  the  frontier  provincei 

through  whom  Don  Pedro  convey-  arriving  continually,  the  ] 

ed  the  constitution   to  Portugal,  -minister  was  ordered  to 

was  disavowed  by  the  English  go-  drid,and  the  diplomatic  r< 

vemment,  who  represented  him  as  tween  the  two  countries 

acting  altogether  on  his  own  re-  pended. 


CHAPTER  Xm. 

F^aUical  condition  of  ITALY.— Rome— NiqpUs.  AUSTRIA.— 
.Hungary.  SARDINIA  and  SWITZERLAND.  NETHER- 
MmANDS.  BAVARIA.  SWEDEN  RUSSIA.— Deaihrf  Alex- 
4Mmder — CoMtantine  proclaimed — Abdicates  in  faeor  of  NichoUu — 
Seditione — Secr^  Societies — Coronation  of  Nicholas — Relations  with 
T\urkey — Persian  War. 

That  overruling  destiny,  which  their  lot;  or  had  Napoleon  con- 
•▼ems  the  affairs  of  the  world,  tinned  to  rule  them,  they  would,  at 
made  Austria   the  arbiter   of  least,  have  had  an  Italian  for  a  mas- 
Itftly,  and  thus  associated  them  in  ter,  whose  vigor  and  genius  were 
the    page  of  history.     Austria,  of  worthy  of  his  national  extraction. 
all    the  great  governments  of  Eu-         In  adverting  to  the  recent  acts  of 
rof>«  the  least  intellectual ;  whose  the  see  of  Rome,  we  seem  to  be 
emperor  will  not  have  learned  men  restored  to  older  times.     Leo  XII. 
io  las  dominions,  if  he  can  avoid  it,,  has  busied  himself  in  various  poli- 
test they  should  shed  a  ray  of  light  tical  transactions  of  foreign  states, 
^■pon  the  dark  despotism  of  his  po-  where  the  pretensions  of  the  Ro- 
^y^  has  bound  the  chain  of  her  man  church  came  in  conflict,  with 


rule  around  Italy,  the  land  the   extension   of  pubUc    liberty. 

^  ^Biiius,  of  poetry,  of  the   arts.  Thus,  in  the  disputes  between  the 

^'^  kings  of  the  two  Sicilies,  and  ultra  catholics,  and  the  more  mo- 

^  Sardinia,  reign  only  by  virtue  of  derate  church  party,  in  the  Nether- 

^"^  power  of  Austria,  whose  troops  lands,  which  gave  rise  to   great 

S^i^ison    Naples    and    Piedmont,  warmth  of  feeUng,  the  pope  sided 

'^•^acany,  Lombardy,  Venice,  the  with  the  former.     So,  also,  in  the 

^^lian  principalities,  are  appanages  still  more  bitter    controversy  be- 

^  the  imperial  family ;  and  though  tween  the  Jesuits  in  France,  and 


»,  and  that  not  many  centuries    their  opponents,  whose  only  aim  is 
^8^  the  smallest  cities  of  Italy,    to  create  a  national  feeling,  and  to 


the  theatre  of  grand  events.;  resist  transmontane  influence ;  Leo 
history  of  the  whole  nation  is  was  not  sparing  of  censure  against 
afanost  a  blank.  Had  a  stable  the  journals  that  supported  the 
^deral  league^united  her^states,  in-  liberties  of  the  GaUican  church, 
dependence  might  still  have  been    But  his  interference  with  the  in- 
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dependence  of  the  Spanish  Ame- 
rican states,  at  the  instigation 
of  Spain,  was  the  most  impolitic  of 
his  measures.  He  imprudently  ad- 
dressed a  pastoral  letter  to  the  ec- 
clesiastics in  Mexico,  enjoining 
upon  them  to  return  to  their  alle- 
giance to  Ferdinand,  as  a  duty 
Mrhich  they  owed  the  catholic 
church.  This  measure  could  have 
DO  effect  among  American  catho- 
ics,  but  to  produce  alienation  of 
fbeling,  towards  the  see  of  Rome. 

In  the  domestic  administration 
of  his  territorial  possessions,  the 
present,  pontiff  has,  also,  shown 
iiimself  less  liberal  than  his  prede- 
cessor. In  August,  1825,  tlie  law 
regulating  the  censorship  of  the 
press  was  remodeled,  requiring 
printers  and  booksellers  to  be  li- 
cepsed,  and  prohibiting  books  to 
be  delivered  to  the  public  libra- 
ries. 

Prosecutions  for  carbanarism^ 
have  also  been  instituted  at  Rome ; 
and,  it  is  Baid,  that  a  part  of  the 
troops,  to  be  removed  from  Naples, 
will  be  stationed  in  the  adjoining 
Roman  territory,  as  an  army  of 
observation. 

Ferdinand,  king  of  Naples  the 
imbecile  pnOegi  of  the  Holy  Alli- 
ance, died  Jaimary  4th,  1625,  and 
was  succeeded  by  his  son,  who  be- 
gan his  reign,  with  endeavors  to  re- 
lieve his  kingdom  of  part  of  its  mi- 
litary burden.  The  fear  of  revolu- 
tion was  now  so  much  diminished. 


that  the  king,  by  a  decrei 
nesty,  gave  permission  to 
the  Neapolitan  exiles  to  r 
their  country,  and  conclud 
vention  with  Austria,  for  de 
the  army  of  occupation. 

By  pre-existing  treaties^ 
ber  of  Austrian  troops  wai 
32,500  men,  who  were  tx 
until  May,  1826.  This 
was  now  reduced  to  15,( 
were  not  to  evacuate  the  \ 
lies,  until  March,  1827,  iii 
king  should,  in  the  mean  t 
secure  in  making  a  still  fit 
duction. 

Notwithstanding  the  < 
legitimacy  of  tlie  emperor 
TRiA,  and  his  extreme  car 
vent  the  introduction  of  I 
or  its  harbinger,  knowlec 
his  dominions,  he  found  it 
to  satisfy  the  Hungarian  dk 
assembled  at  Presburg,  in 
ber,  1825.  The  emperor 
ed  the  states  in  a  Latin  if 
which  lie  charged  them  d 
rage  all  innovations,  assur 
of  his  devotion  to  their 
with  many  otlier  unmeaoij 
ralities,  and  ended,  by  pi 
them  with  a  demand  for  m 
troops.  Before  giving 
9wcr  to  his  requisition, 
discussed  and  adopted  a 
petition  of  rights,  couchei 
but  respectful  language 
complained  that  levies  li 
made,  and  contributions  I 
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Jone,  without  Iheir  assent; 
wj  demaDded  an  assurance 
him,  that  the  fundamental 
of  the  kingdom  should  no 
'  be  disregarded.  To  these 
entations^  the  emperor  made 
oliAtory  reply,  and  engaged 
ivene  the  diet  regularly  every 
fears,  or  oftcner,  if  they  de- 
t 

,  and  the  neighbor- 
try  of  Switzerland,  no 
al  events  of  consequence  have 
«d.  -The  bigoted  policy  of 
ly  alliance,  still  predominated 
I  councils  of  Sardinia,  and 
MVed  over  the  Swiss  repu- 
Ib  the  former,  an  ordinance 
■Bed,  forbidding  any  one  to 
fhl  reading  and  writing,  who 
lOt  worth  1,500  francs,  and 
irkB  of  Goethe,  Wieland  and 
Br«  were  prohibited :  while 
^crman  professors,  who  had 
led  to  Basel,  were  compelled 
m  the  cantons,  in  order  to 
B  from  the  power  of  the  allied 
ly  who  demanded  them  as 
iralors  against  ^^  the  establish- 
ler  of  things/' 

m  is  little  in  the  recent  his- 
if  Netherlands,  the  Germanic 
fUid  the  smaller  powers  in  the 
of  Europe,  to  arrest  our  at- 
a.  Devoted  to  the  arts  of 
i,  fKirsuing  the  even  tenor  of 
course,  engaged  in  no  wars 
iresenting  but  few  incidents  in 
domestic  affairs,  of  interest  to 


lis, — we  shall  hasten  over  them,  to 
leave  the  more  apace  for  an  account 
of  the  important  ev^ts,  which  have 
occurred  in  Russia. 

Daring  the  winter  of  1824-— 5, 
much  suffering  was  occasioned  in 
the  Nbthbblaivds  by  inundations, 
which  extended  even  to  the  king* 
dom  of  Hanover.  The  greatest 
distress  was  experienced  in  east 
Frisland  and  Overyasel  In  the 
latter  province,  it  wae  calculated 
that  not  lets  than  260  persons,  and 
14,000  cattle  perished.  The  de- 
struction of  houses,  manuiactoriee, 
furniture,  dockyards,  and  other 
erections,  swept  away  by  the  floods, 
was  immense.  Subecriptions  were 
liberally  made  to  reMeve  the  dis- 
tressed ;  and  a  credit  of  eight  mill- 
ions of  florins,  was  granted  by  the 
states-general,  to  repair  the  dykes, 
and  other  damages  which  the  coun- 
try sustained. 

The  government  was  sedulously 
occupied  in  the  internal  im[MXive- 
ment  of  the  country;  having  no 
care  elsewhere,  except  the  embar- 
rassed condition  of  its  East  India 
possessions,  to  which  we  shall  al- 
lude in  our  chapter  on  Aaia. 

The  session  of  the  states- gene- 
ral in  1826,  was  opened  in  Octo- 
ber. The -king's  speech  announ- 
ced that  Cura9oa  was  made  a  free 
port,  the  only  fact  in  it,  of  much 
interest  to  foreign  nations.  It  also 
stated,  that  the  indigent  classes 
everv  where  in  the  kingdom,  could 
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now  enjoy  education  gratuitously. 
Nothing  in  the  political  condition 
of  the  country  was  inauspicious ; 
excepting  the  pecuniary  distresses 
of  the  East  India  colonies,  which 
were  ascribed  to  their  pertinacious 
conflicts  with  the  natives,  and  the 
undue  seventy  of  their  policy. 

Maximilian  Joseph,  king  of  Ba- 
VABiA,  died  of  apoplexy,  in  Octo- 
ber, 1825,  and  was  succeeded  by 
his  son,  Charles  Louis. 

Between  Sweden  and  Great 
Britain,  a  treaty  was  concluded  in 
November,  1 825,  which  provided  lor 
enforcement  of  penal  laws  against 
slave  trade,  conferring  on  each 
power  the  right  of  searching  sus- 
pected vessels,  and  establishing  tri- 
bunals at  Sierra  Leone  and  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's, for  the  trial  of  vessels 
captured. 

None  of  the  other  northern 
powers  underwent  any  political 
change  of  moment,  except  Russia. 

In  Russia,  the  death  of  Alexan- 
der, although  it  produced  no  change 
in  the  foreign  policy  of  the  en^pire, 
was  the  commencement  of  a  series 
of  domestic  incidents,  full  of  the 
deepest  interest. 

After  closing  the  diet  of  Warsaw, 
in  June,  1825,  the  emperor  com- 
menced a  tour  through  bis  extensive 
dominions.  In  November,  being  on 
a  visit  to  the  Crimea,  he  was  taken 
sick,  at  Taganrog  a  town  situated 
on  the  sea  of  AzofF.  Symptoms  of 
Alexander's    declining     state    of 


health,  had  been  apparent  for 
time  ;  and  a  few  days  after  he  wn 
taken  ill,  at  Taganrog,  his  situatioi 
began  to  grow  critical,  and  he 
pired  the  1st  of  December, 
physicians  ascribed  his  disease  to  i 
bilious  fever  ;  but  he  himself,  con 
sidered  it  an  erysipelas  driven -■ 
upon  his  stomach. 

The  unexpected  death  of  Alexn 
der,  in  the  vigor  of  manhood,  fii 
he  was  only  forty-eight  yean-^ 
age,  created  much  uneaaiMi 
throughout  Europe.  Not  thatlhi 
emperor's  intellect  was  such  u  li 
command  admiration  abroad ;  noi 
his  policy  of  a  nature  to  acquire  61 
him  the  unqualified  respect  of  tin 
wise.  Alexander  was  a  tempeni 
and  prudent,  but  not  a  great  ibo 
narch.  His  influence  in  Ibreigi 
afiairs,  depended  on  his  miglrt) 
military  power,  and  the  weight  o 
his  vast  empire,  in  the  scale  o 
nations.  His  principles  of 
nistration  had  not  always  been 
form,  nor  consistent.  At  one  tiiee 
he  was  the  fiiend  of  peace,  abomi 
ing  with  expressions  of  genen 
good  will ;  although  maintainil| 
the  greatest  standing  army  in  tiH 
world.  At  another,  he  was  dispiwei 
to  favor  liberal  ideas,  and  to  te 
tend  the  blessings  of  educatioB  tl 
his  subjects.  But  latterly,  the  de 
velopment  of  his  policy,  as  heed  e 
the  holy  alliance,  tended  to  shefci 
that  esteem  for  his  character,  whUk 
his  early  misfortunes,  when  mtleek" 
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ed  by  Napoleon,  had  inspired  ;  and 
which  his  subsequent  successes  con- 
finned.    Still,  when  he  died,  anxie- 
ty was  felt  for  the  consequences. 
Would  not  his  death  be  followed  by 
some  act  on  the  part  of  his  succesa- 
or^  to  disturb  the  present  course  of 
CFents  ? — was  the   universal  quea- 
tioa,  in  Europe  and  America.  But 
these  speculations  were    abruptly 
terminated,  by  the  singular  events 
which  transpired  in  the  capita],  on 
the  news  of  his  decease  being  re- 
eeived  there. 

Alexander  left  no  children :  of 
ccMuve,  in  the  order  of  succession, 
>B  preacribed  by  the  testament  of 
P^ul^  which  was  regarded  as  a  fun- 
damental law  of  the  empire,  the 
^■■^perial  crown  would  descend  to 
1^  elder  brother,  the  grand  duke 
^^^^Mifltantine,  who  was  in  Warsaw  at 
^'^  period.  Intelligence  of  Alex- 
•■^der's  death,  was  sent  from  Ta- 
^•■irof  to  St.  Petersburg,  by  ex- 
;  and  immediately  communi- 
U>  the  grand  duke  Nicholas, 
'^^exander^s  second  brother.  It 
^^^^  generally  believed,  that  Con- 
'^^ittine  had,  at  the  instance  of 
^^xander,  renounced  his  right  of 
^•oc««ion,  in  favor  of  Nicholas, 
^^^eitheless,  Nicholas  immediate- 
^  Meembled  the  palace  guards, 
^"^  after  taking  himself  the  oath 
allegiance,  to  Constantine, 
^^^^lid  it  to  be  administered  to  the 
sUat-fla,  and  the  great  officers  of  the 
These  acts  were  done  with 


the    advice,    and  approbation,  of 
the  empress  mother. 

Scarcely  had  Nicholas  discharged 
this  duty,  when  he  was  apprised  by 
the  senate,  that  the  late  emperor 
had  deposited  in  their  hands,  in 
October,  1823,  a  letter  under  his 
seal,  with  a  direction  upon  it,  in 
his  own  handwriting,  to  open  the 
packet,  immediately  on  hisdeceasOf 
and  before  proceeding  in  any  other 
business.  This  packet  contained 
a  letter  of  Constantino's,  dated 
January  14,  1822,  addressed  to 
Alexander,  by  virtue  of  which,  he 
renounced  the  succession  to  the 
throne,  belonging  to  him,  by  right 
of  primogeniture  ;  and  a  manifesto, 
bearing  the  signature  of  Alexander, 
dated  August  16th,  1823,  ratifying 
Constantino's  renunciation,  and  de- 
claring Nicholas  to  be  his  successor, 
in  the  empire.  Documents  of  the 
same  tenor,  were  deposited  also, 
with  the  directing  senate,  and  the 
holy  synod,  and  in  the  cathedral 
church  of  the  Ascension,  at  Mo- 
scow. 

Nevertheless,  Nicholas  refused  to 
abide  by  an  abdication,  which, 
when  it  took  place,  was  not  pro- 
claimed publicly,  and  had  not  re- 
ceived the  force  of  law,  as  irrevo- 
cable. Accordingly,  the  senate 
took,  and  subscribed,  the  oath  <^ 
allegiance  to  Constantine,  caused 
him  to  be  proclaimed,  by  ukase ; 
and  despatched  orders  to  every  de- 
partment of  the  empire,  to  have  the 
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oath  administered  to  ill  the  male 
^subjects  of  Constantine. 

Intelligence  of  Alexander's  death 
readied  Warsaw,  direct  from  Ta- 
ganrog, two  days  before  it  was 
known  at  St  Petersburg.  Con- 
stantine, immediately  before  hear- 
ing from  the  capital,  addressed 
letters  to  the  empress  mother,  and 
to  Nicholas,  in  which  he  persisted 
in  renouncing  the  throne.  Mean- 
time, he  contimied  to  reside  at 
Warsaw,  as  a  private  indiridaal ;  and 
when  acquainted  with  the  proceed- 
ings at  the  capital,  he  again  wrote 
to  Nicholas,  solemnly  persisting  in 
his  previous  declarations,  and  re- 
fusing the  profiered  allegiance  of 
the  Russians. 

Nicholas  no  longer  hesitated  to 
assume  the  imperial  dignity.  By 
a  manifesto,  dated  December  24th, 
he  announced  the  foregoing  facts, 
annexing  to  it  copies  of  the  wri- 
tings and  correspondence  of  which 
we  have  given  an  abstract.  The 
26th,  he  communicated  these 
documents  to  the  senate,  and  was 
immediately  proclaimed  emperor  of 
Russia.  On  the  next  day,  the 
manifesto  was  published,  and  orders 
were  issued  to  the  guards  to  re- 
assemble and  take  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance to  the  new  emperor. 

These  remarkable  incidents,could 
not  but  fill  Europe  with  astonish- 
ment. The  world  hesitated  to  be- 
lieve, that  both  Nicholas  and  Con- 
fftantine    were   so  ready,    to   re- 


linquish his  claims  to  thi 
empire  on  earth.  Cvrk 
busy,  above  all,  to  diac 
causes  and  motives  of  Con 
renunciation  in  1822.  1 
suspect  duplicity  in  every 
court,  insist  that  Nichoii 
sincere,  and  that  Constai 
authoritatively  compelled 
cate  in  favor  of  his  youi 
ther.  On  the  other  hand 
so,  never  did  compuki 
more  completely  the  air  o 
willingness,  in  his  lette 
cation,  Constantine  says 
not  lay  claim  to  the  spirit^ 
ties^  or  the  strength^  win 
be  required  if  I  should  eret 
the  high  dignity,  to  whk 
possess  a  rigfht  by  birth.'' 
terwards  says  :  ^^  The  ek 
cesofmy  present  sUuatm 
me  still  more  to  adopt  ' 
sure."  These  expresooi 
much  color  to  the  genen 
ved  idea,  that  Constantine 
vailed  upon  by  Alexandi 
this,  in  corT^ideration  of  ti 
ror's  consenting  to  hit 
with  a  Polish  lady  of  hui 
cumstances.  But  the  an 
ness  of  temper  implied  ii 
act  for  such  a  cause,  and 
qualifying  expressions  cc 
himself  above  cited,  arc 
means  in  unison  with  the 
ous  and  warlike  charaetf 
Constantine  has  always  bee 
sed  to  possess. 


KUS8U. 


2i}ichola0  was  bdrn  in  1796,  and 
educated  with  care  l>efitting  his 
rmJok*  Storchf  the  political  econo- 
ixmist,  was  lus  instructor  in  the  sci- 
OXBC0  of  government.  He  is  ac- 
c-ooDted  of  a  mild,  equable  disposi- 
tMMi ;  in  this  respect  exactly  resem- 
btLu^  Alexander,  whose  measures 
and  temper  he  seems  desirous  to 
imitate.  He  has  several  children, 
tise  oldest  of  whom,  Alexander, 
WTMM  bom  in  1818,  and  is  heir  ap- 
paieot  of  the  Russian  empire. 

Notwithstanding  the  deliberate 
CAtitioD,  with  which  Nicholas  pro- 
ceeded previous  to  ascending  the 
^^oiie,  and  the  reiterated  acts  of 
reoupciatioa  voluntarily  executed, 
^y  Coinlaiitine  ;  so  great  a  change 
ua  tbm  Older  of  succession,  was  not 
^^^€2l0d  without  disturbance  and 
l^loodahed. 

Opposition  to  the  new  emperor, 

^%a  first  exhibited  by  part  of  the 

^^Siment  of  Moscow  ;  who,  when 

^6f|uired  to  take  the  oath  of  allegi- 

^'^ce  to  Nicholas,  left  their  barracks 

ui  martial  array,  proclaiming  Con- 

*^^Qtine.      They  marched  to  the 

*^|Ua«e  of  Isaac,  where  they  were 

'^^^ed  by  one  or  two  other  corps, 

^^ich  increased  the  number  of  the 

iou8  to  about  two  tiiousand 

General  Miloradovitch,  the 

^Uitjury  governor^  instantly  repair- 

^^  to  the  square,  and  endeavored 

^^  I'^cUim  the  mutineers,  but  was 

^^^^  at  and  mortally  wounded  with 

^  Pimol.    Nicholas  abo  addressed 


the  rebels  himself,  but  in  vain.  "At 
length,  when  night  approached, 
the  soldiers  persisting  in  their  mnti- 
ny,  it  was  found  necessary  to  order 
up  the  troops ;  who  soon  dispersed 
the  rebels,  and  killed  about  two 
hundred  of  their  number.  Tran- 
quillity was  quickly  restored ;  and 
all  the  rest  of  the  troops  in  the  city, 
remained  faithful  to  their  duty. 

Nicholas  issued  a  proclamation, 
in  consequence  of  this  disturbance, 
to  justiiy  the  measures  of  seventy 
adopted.  He  deckred  that  the 
mutineers  were  not  actuated  by 
any  regard  for  Constantino, 
name  was  merely  a  pretext  for 
disorders.  Their  object,  he  affim^ 
ed,  was  long  meditated,  and  ma* 
tured  in  darkness  ;  it  being  no  lew 
than  to  cast  down  the  throne  and 
the  laws,  and  overturn  the  empire. 

A  special  commission  was  im* 
mediately  instituted,  consisting  of 
the  grand  duke  Michael,  and  sene* 
ral  high  officers  of  state  and  the 
army,  to  inquire  into  the  cauMs 
and  extent  of  the  alleged  conspire- 
cy.  Numerous  arrests  followed, 
chiefly  of  military  officers.  One 
of  the  orders  led  to  another  dii* 
turbance,  more  deliberate  and  per- 
severing than  the  first.  Lieutenant 
colonel  MouravielT  Apostol,  one  of 
the  accused,  attacked  and  woandr 
ed  his  colonel,  who  attempted  to 
arrest  him,  and  instigated  six  com- 
panies of  the  regiment  to  revolt, 
under  pretence  of  fidelity  to  Con- 
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staDtine.  After  pillaging  the  mili- 
tary chest,  setting  free  the  malefac- 
tors imprisoned  at  VassilkofT,  plun- 
dering the  town,  and  committing 
▼arious  other  disorders,  the  insur- 
gents marched  towards  Bela-Tcher- 
koff.  They  were  overtaken  and 
attacked  by  prince  ScherbatofT, 
with  a  sufficient  body  of  troops, 
and  all  who  were  not  killed  in  the 
engagement,  laid  down  their  arms, 
and  were  taken  prisoners. 

Arrests  continued  to  be  made, 
pending  the  sittings  of  the  commis- 
sion ;  until,  at  length,  their  pro- 
ceedings were  concluded  and  pu- 
bhshed;  from  which  it  appears, 
that  a  number  of  officers,  who  had 
served  in  France  and  Germany, 
and  imbibed  some  notions  of  liber- 
ty, but  neitlier  sound  nor  practica- 
ble ones,  on  their  return  to  Russia, 
established  secret  societies  for  the 
purpose  of  disseminating  their  prin- 
ciples. The  parent  society  was 
called  the ''Union  of  Safety."  No 
harmony  existed  among  the  differ- 
ent leaders,  whose  views  were  ut- 
terly at  variance.  Some  proposing 
a  republic,  some  a  constitutional 
monarchy;  and  no  rational  plan 
of  operations  had  yet  been  con- 
certed. 

The  report  of  the  commission 
on  secret  societies  was  made.  May 
30th ;  and  was  directly  followed  by 
tlie  appointment  of  a  high  court, 
for  tlie  trial  of  the  parties  accused. 
After  a  laborious  examination  of 


all  the  evidence,  the  co 
victed  one  hundred  and 
persons  of  participating  in 
spiracy.  They  were  chs 
sentenced,  according  to  tfa 
vation  of  their  respective  o 
five  to  be  drawn  and  qi 
and  the  rest  to  various 
ments,  from  death  down 
and  degradation. 

By  imperial  ukase,  the  ] 
ings  of  the  court  were  a; 
but  all  the  punishments  cc 
to  less  severe  ones.  Five 
only,  were  ordered  to  be  < 
capitally,  and  they,  simply 
ing,  which  took  place  i\ 
1825.  And  thus,  in  the 
tion  of  the  afiair,  Nichoiai 
opportunity  to  exercise  his 
cy,  which  he  did  not  6i 
prove  ;  thereby  efikcing 
mory  of  scenes  and  incidenf 
threw  a  gloom  over  the  cm 
ment  of  his  reign. 

The  rest  of  the  year  w 
pied  with  events,  both  at  h 
in  respect  to  foreign  count 
more  agreeable  nature. 

Pursuant  to  previous 
ments,  the  coronation  of 
peror  took  place  at  Mo8 
September,  at  which,  aU  ( 
officers  of  the  crown,  and  t 
bers  of  the  imperial  familj 
Constantine  himself,  by 
sence  on  the  occasion,  > 
great  attention.  On  the 
the  coronation^  Nicholas 
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,  dedaring  the  succession 
the  Russian  throne,  as  laid  down 
\3fy  Che  emperor  Paul,  in  1797,  to 
T^mmin  unchanged  in  principle. 
Tbe  grand  duke  Michael  was  also 
pronounced  regent,  during  the  mi- 
noritj  of  any  son  of  Nicholas ;  and 
to  Ilim  the  succession  was  to  de- 
volve, in  case  the  latter  died  with- 
out issue. 

Public  expectation  had  long  been 
anticipating  a  war  between  Russia 
an^  Turkey.  The  sympathies  of 
the  Ibrmer,  it  was  well  known,  were 
strongly  excited  in  favor  of  the 
stnsggling  Gr^ks.  Add  to  this, 
Nicholas  seemed  to  need 
emf^ment  for  his  great  ar- 
to  &pel  their  discontent  and 
Every  journal,  there- 
!,  continued  to  teem  with  specu- 
on  the  probable  event ;  until 
AA^j,  when  the  Porte  announced 
^t>  ^  ilie  foreign  ministers  at  Con- 
^^^dtinople,  the  conclusion  of  a 
P'^Oirisional  arrangement  between 
two  powers.  By  instructions 
his  court,  M.  de  Minziacky, 


**^^  Russian  envoy  in  Turkey,  had 
I^^'^aented  an  uUimatum  to  the 
'^Oyte  about  a  month  before,  which 
now  accepted. 
*]\tfkey  entered  into  engage- 
to  re-establish  the  ancient 
of  things  in  Wallachia  and 
ivia;  to  release  the  Servian 
bes,  imprisoned  in  1821,  and 
^^^iafy  the  demands  of  Servia ;  and 


immediately  to  appoint  plenipoten- 
tiaries to  meet  with  Russian  com- 
missioners, and  settle  all  the  points 
remaining  in  controversy  between 
the  two  parties. 

Ackermann  was  designated  as  the 
place  of  conference,  where  the  com- 
missioners met  August  6th.  After 
a  month's  deliberations,  the  Turit- 
ish  commisnoners  signed  a  convmi- 
tion,  providing  for  executing  the 
treaty  of  Bucharest,  and  almoet 
precisely  conformable  to  the  origi- 
nal propositions  of  the  emperor  of 
Russia.  Pursuant  to  the  last  arti- 
cle of  it,  ratifications  were  to  be 
exchanged  within  four  weeks, 
which  was  accordingly  done  ;  the 
Porte  thus  acceding,  almost  uncon- 
ditionally, to  the  demands  of  Alex- 
ander and  Nicholas.  This  result 
was  probably  hastened  in  respect 
to  both  parties,  by  their  actual  si- 
tuation ;  the  sultan  being  fully  oc- 
cupied by  the  reforms  in  his  army, 
no  less  than  by  the  Greek  war,  and 
Nicholas  desiring  to  concentrate 
his  forces  on  his  Persian  frontier. 
In  effect,  the  treaty  gave  complete 
security  to  the  Russian  trade  in  the 
Black  sea,  and  placed  Wallachia, 
Moldavia,  and  Servia,  under  the 
protection  of  Russia. 

While  Russia  has  been  cultiva- 
ting the  relations  of  peace  in  Eu- 
rope, in  Asia  she  is  engaged  in  a 
war,  which  promises  to  extend  the 
boundaries  of  the  Russian  empire. 
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and  add  to  its  already  excessive 
magnitude,  by  new  conquests  from 
Persia. 

The  political  condition  of  Per- 
sia is  represented  as  being  pecu- 
liarly critical.  At  the  death  of  the 
reigning  shah,  Fcti  Aly,  who  is  ad- 
vanced in  years,  numerous  aspirants 
for  the  throne,  threaten  to  rise  and 
involve  the  kingdom  in  civil  dis- 
cord. Its  government  is  notorious- 
ly weak  and  inefficient ;  its  finances 
are  deranged ;  its  king  is  avari- 
cious; and  his  subjects  are  disaf- 
fected. Under  these  circumstances, 
it  would,  indeed,  be  extraordinary, 
if  Persia  should  attack  her  powerful 
neighbor,  and  involve  herself  in  a 
war,  which  may,  perhaps,  end  in 
removing  the  greater  barrier  be- 
tween Russia  and  the  English  pos- 
sessions in  India,  an  event  which 
is,  very  justly,  much  apprehended 
by  the  British  government.  The 
imipediate  causes  of  the  war  are  to 
be  found  in  the  following  state  of 
things : — 

By,  the  treaty  of  Gulistan,  con- 
cluded in  1814,  Persia  ceded  to 
Russia  certain  provinces  in  Geor- 
gia ;  agreed  to  maintain  no  navy  in 
the  Caspian  sea ;  and  the  boundary 
line  between  the  two  states  was  de- 
fined :  while  Russia,  on  her  part, 
agreed,  to  sustain  the  heir  to  the 
Persian  crown  against  all  compe- 
titors. Difficulties,  however,  at- 
tended the  adjustment  of  the  bu- 
siness :  Russia  Relaying,  under  va- 


rious pretexts,  to  appoint  < 
sioners  to  adjust  the  bound 
and  it  was  not  completed  < 
ander's  death.  In  the  pr 
this  controversy,  we  find,  ui 
ver  of  great  moderation  of 
ions,  on  the  part  of  Rui 
sub-governors  entirely  rega 
the  rights  of  Persia. 

In  the  summer  of  1825, 
zarovitch,  a  Russian  amb 
came  to  the  shah^s  em 
the  purpose  of  endeavorinj 
tain  his  majesty's  ratifioi 
certain  terms  agreed  upon 
Futteh  Alle  Klian  and  gem 
moloff,  the  governor  of  Oe 
Teffis;  but  his  majesty  i 
refused  his  conseht  to  the 
ment.  In  the  autumn  of  i 
year,  M.  Mozarovitch  left 
and  the  government  of  I 
acting  on  what  they  called 
ty  of  Futteh  Alle  Khen 
they  had  previously  endett 
vain  to  induce  the  shah  t 
occupied,  with  a  military  fi 
lands  which  would  have 
theirs,  had  this  treaty  take; 

One  of  tliese  portiooa 
was.  an  uninhabited  strip< 
Gokcheh,  which  borden 
lake  of  Gokcheh  or  Sev 
which  had  been  in  the  un< 
possession  of  Persia,  ever  i 
conclusion  of  the  peace, 
picquets  had  been  place 
some  years  before,  to  pre 
desertion  of  their  wandeiin 
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ho  paBtured  their  flocks  in  sum- 
in  its  vicinity,  and  in  winter 
haid  been  regularly  withdrawn.  To 
remonstrance  of  the  prince 
against  the  military  occupa- 
ion  of  this  part  of  the  Persian  ter- 
itory,  general  Yermoloff  had  re- 
by  admitting  the  justice  of 
prince's  remarks  ;  but  excused 
Imimflelf  on  the  plea,  that  the  mea- 
^iire  he  had  adopted  was  mutually 
flfcidvantageous,  and  concluded  by 
^^ttemg  to  withdraw  the  detach- 
it,  if  his  royal  highness  should 
to  think  it  necessary. 
Yet,  after  all  this,  on  the  strength 
'mn  unratified  engagement,  conclu- 
by  the  agent  of  a  deputed  au- 
rflUisaia  took  permanent  pos- 
of  this  very  piece  of  ground. 
At  soon  as  the  occupation  of 
was  known  to  the  court 
Tehran,  a  respectable  envoy 
■ent  to  Teflis,  to  remonstrate 
the  measure,  and  to  pro- 
that  the  Russian  detachment 
be  withdrawn,  at  least  until 
should  be  given  for  an  appeal 
the  justice  of  the  emperor.  This 
refused ;  and  in  answer  to  the 
which  the  shah  had  written 
to  the  govemor-general  of  Geor- 
gia, he  was  informed  that  Gokcheh 
would  be  given  up  by  Russia,  if  tlie 
Ittds  of  Kapan  were  immediately 
^neuated  by  Persia. 

These  lands  of  Kapan  had  been, 

^ook  the  conclusion  of  the  peace,  in 

-fBH,  in  possession  of  Persia :  but 


within  a  few  years,  a  claim,  support- 
ed by  some  weighty  arguments,  had 
been  set  up  by  Russia,  and  it  remain- 
eA  one  of  those  points,which  it  would 
have  been  the  duty  of  commission- 
ers to  decide  upon.  The  claims 
of  Persia  were,  at  least,  as  well 
supported  as  those  of  Russia ;  and 
some  of  the  Russian  official  maps 
had  marked  Kapan  as  belonging  to 
Persia.  It  was,  therefore,  an  ob- 
vious Injustice  to  seize  an  undis- 
puted possession  of  Persia  ;  and  to 
demand,  as  the  price  of  its  evacua- 
tion, the  abandonment  of  claims, 
which  were  probably  just,  to  an- 
other portion  of  territory. 

At  this  time  the  death  of  the 
emperor  Alexander  was  announ- 
ced, and  the  confusion  which  was 
caused  by  the  annunciation  of  Con- 
stantino as  his  successor,  and  the 
subsequent  abdication  of  the  throne 
in  favor  of  Nicholas,  suspended  the 
discussions. 

After  the  accession  of  Nicholas, 
prince  MenzikofT  was  despatched 
.to  Persia,  to  conclude  an  agree- 
ment, respecting  the  matters  in 
controversy.  But,  now  the  Per- 
sian court  began  to  suspect  the 
intentions  of  Russia ;  and  that  she 
was  determined  only  to  consult 
her  own  convenience  in  the  settle- 
ment of  the  frontier. 

At  the  same  time  it  was  whis- 
pered that  the  tranquillity  of  the 
Russian  empire  had  been  disturfied; 
that  a  civil  war  was  carried  on  in 
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St.  Petersburgh ;  and  that  the  tribes 
of  the  Caucasus  were  already  in 
arms,  to  assert  their  independence. 

It  was  known  that  the  misrule 
of  the  Russian  authorities  in  Geor- 
gia, and  their  wanton  interference 
with  the  religious  prejudices  of  their 
Mahomedan  subjects,  had  produced 
a  feeling  of  serious  discontent. 
Proposals  had  even  been  made  to 
Persia  by  the  heads  of  the  tribes, 
and  chiefe  of  districts,  to  co-operate 
with  her  in  a  war  against  Russia. 
Letters  had  been  written  by  the 
Mahomedan  population  of  all  the 
Russian  provinces  bordering  on 
Persia,  to  the  head  of  their  religion, 
imploring  his  interference  in  their 
behalf :  and  he  had  come  from  the 
sanctuary  of  Kcrbelace,  expressly 
to  urge  the  shah  to  take  up  arms 
in  defence  of  his  insulted  reUgion. 
The  whole  ecclesiastics  of  Persia 
joined  their  leader,  and  the'mosques 
were  filled  with  persons  of  all  class- 
es, lending  a  willing  ear  to  the  in- 
flammatory orations  of  their  Mool- 
lahs  ;  while  the  shah  was  threaten- 
ed with  the  curses  of  the  faithful, 
and  even  with  everlasting  perdition, 
if  he  failed  to  take  up  arms  in  the 
holy  cause. 

In  the  midst  of  this  ferment, 
prince  Menchikoff  arrived  in  the 
royal  camp.  He  was  treated  with 
honor,  and  even  with  distinction. 
Sanguine  hopes  were  entertained 
that  every  thing  would  be  satisfac- 
torily arranged  ;-and  if  there  were 


some,  who,  for  private  end 
ed  to  hurry  Persia  into  a  wa 
were  many  of  the  moat  wi 
of  her  councillors,  who  ai 
desired  to  avoid  it.  Theki 
self  was  of  this  number;  and 
he  had  been  induced  to 
solemn  pledge  to  the  Mo 
that  if  Gokcheh  was  not  n 
he  would  agree  to  make  wa 
Russia,  because  he  would 
justified  in  doing  so;  it 
pledge — which  had  been  < 
from  him  by  the  influence 
MooUahs  on  his  inability  i 
stand  their  demands — wai 
under  a  moral  conviction,  t 
envoy  of  the  emperor  wouk 
relinquish  a  worthless  ^ 
which  his  government  had 
claim,  than  allow  the  diapuj 
decided  by  the  sword. 

But,  in  answer  to  all  d 
for  the  evacuation  of  Gokcft 
Russian  envoy  replied,  that 
no  instructions  regarding 
was  not  empowered  to  a| 
its  evacuation.  It  was  pi 
that  it  should  remain  unoi 
by  either  party,  until  a  re 
could  be  made  to  the  m 
Thijs  he  was  equally  unable  t 
ply  with,  and  he  put  an  ei^ 
discussion,  by  repeating  tl 
instructions  extended  to  n 
beyond  some  trifling  modi 
of  the  unratified  treaty  of 
Allee  Khan. 

Those  who  had  been  clai 
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war,  now  called  upon  the  shah 
redeem  his  pledge,  or  forfeit  his 
of  heaven.     The  Mahomed- 
of  some  of  the  Russian  pro- 
were  already  in  arms,  and 
the  Christians  of  at  least  one 
these,  had  made  overtures  to 
»Tna.     The  troops  had  been  ez- 
>^  to  enthusiasm  by  the  Mool- 
and  the  war  was  commenced 
the  invasion  of  the  frontier  pro- 
of Russia.     At  the  same 
Abba  Mirza,  the  heir  pre- 
ptive  to  the  crown,  issued  pro- 
tons inciting  the  Mahomedan 
of  Russia  to  revolt,  by  ap- 
lo  their  religious  prejudi- 
then  formally  declared 
agaiDit  Persia,  and  professed 
delannination  not  to  lay  down 
^  until  she  obtained  guaran- 
tor a  perfect  security  for  the  fu- 
,  and  a  just  indemnity  by  an 
and  solid  peace.'' 
Several  actions  have  taken  place, 
c^ which,  maybe  mentioned, 
first  important  one,  was  Sep- 
12th.     The  Russians  were 
snmanded  by  prince  Madatow  ; 
^  P^sians  by  Mehmed  Mirza ; 
Ki  of  Abbas  Mirza,  whose  forces 
completely  routed,  and  driven 
ood   Elizabeth  Pol.      At  this 
the  Russians  took  possession 
the  Persian  camp,  with  large 
of  provisions. 
"3VoopB  were  now  ordered  to  be 
veadiness  to  join  those  already 
'^'^^^Ml^d  in  the  war ;  and  the  Rns- 
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sians  prepared  to  pursue  the  Per- 
sians to  Karabagh.  Notwithstand- 
ing their  late  defeat,  however,  the 
Persians  attacked  a  Russian  de- 
tachment on  the  25th  of  September., « 
Abbas  Mirza  himself,  and  three  of  . 
his  sons,  were  present ;  but  their 
forces  sustained  defeat,  and  were 
pursued,  in  a  disorderly  flight,  be- 
yond the  Arazes.  It  should  be 
remarked,  that  prince  Menzikoff, 
afler  being  deceived  with  repre- 
sentations of  the  shah^s  pacific  in- 
tentions, until  his  forces  had  act- 
ually invaded  Russia,  was  then  im- 
prisoned and  detained  in  confine- 
ment twenty-five  days*  in  open  vio- 
lation of  the  law  of  nations,  as 
practised  in  more  civilized  coun- 
tries, and  of  his  rights  as  an  em- 
bassador. We  must  not,  however, 
expect  firom  eastern  governments, 
that  strict  observance  of  those 
rights,  which  civilization  exacts 
from  European  nations. 

At  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  the  irruption  of  the  Persians 
was  the  signal  for  an  insurrection 
among  the  Mahometan  subjects  of 
Russia  in  that  region.  In  conse- 
quence of  this,  the  Russians 
were  obliged  to  evacuate  several 
provinces,  and  the  Persians  pene- 
trated also  a  considerable  distance 
towards  the  Caspian  sea.  These 
events  occasioned  great, consterna- 
tion among  the  Arminian  mer- 
chants, whose  business  was  there-* 
by  interrupted.     But  the  prompt 
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movements  of  the  RussianB,  quick- 
ly changed  the  face  of  things,  and, 
as  we  have  already  stated,  transfer- 
red th^  seat  of  the  war  to  the  Per- 
sian territory.  While  on  one  hand, 
the  Russian  government  represent- 
ed this  controversy,  as  ofi^nating 
in  the  perfidy  and  folly  of  the  shah 
and  his  advisers;  the  Persiap  go- 
vernment lost  no  time^  in  notifying 
the  European  courts,  the  English 
particularly,  of  the  propriety  of  its 
own  conduct,  ascribing  the  origin 
of  the  war  to  Russia. 

The  Russian  army  of  the  Cau- 
casus is  under  the  command  of  ge- 
neral Yermoloff,  an  officer  of  great 
reputation  and  talents,  who,  in  that 


service,  consisting,  for  the  most 
part,  of  those  who  accompanied 
Alexander  to  Paris.  In  nearly  alh" 
the  engagements,  which  have  thus 
&r  taken  place,  the  Russians  have 
been  successful ;  though  the  Per- 
sians have,  in  some  instances, 
claimed  the  victory ;  and  as  the 
numbers  of  the  army  oan  easily  be 
increased  from  other  cantonments, 
the  Persians  stand  no  chance,  that 
we  can  see,  of  ultimate  success. 
She  must,  at  last,  make  peace  upon 
such  terms  as  she  can  obtain  firom 
the  moderation  of  Russia ;  and  as 
the  policy  of  that  power  has  uni- 
formly pointed  to  the  extension  of 
her  frontier,  on  the  side  of  Persia, 


remote  region,  with  an  army  of    it  is  obvious,  that  the  results  of  th^ 
60,000,  or,  as  some  say,  80,000     war   will  only  hasten^  the  period. 


men,  is  in  the  possession  of  great 
power.  His  headquarters  are  at 
Teflis,  the  ancient  capital  of  Geor- 
gia. His  troops  are  accounted 
among  the  finest  in  the  Russian 


when  the  colossal- power  of  the 
north,  and  Great  Britain,  will  come 
in  collision,  upon  the  plains  of 
India, 
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If  Buffering  Greece,  again  re- 
H  place  in  the  history  of  na- 
The  seas,  and  shores,  cele- 
in  classical  song,  now  fittract 
■llkm  of    mankind,  as  the 

I  of  a  sacred  war,  in  which 
(Wks,   no   longer  conquer- 

Asia,  are  contending  for 
dl  Gberty,  on  their  own 
b  IB  a  struggle  which  enlists 
Bjrmpathies  of  civilized  man, 
€  of  those,  who  profess  oar 
ligion,  and  who  possess  like 
with  ourselves,  and  against 
eterate  enemies  of  christian- 
education,  of  letters,  and  of 
il  improvement.  In  relating 
iflBitudes  of  this  war,  during 
r  1825,  we  shall  confine  our- 
toa  plain  simple  statement  of 

II  authenticated  facts,  of  most 
ance,  without  indulging  our 
B  in  any  observations  of  a 
1  nature. 

winter  preceding  the  cam- 
jt  1825,  was  consumed  by 
reeks,  in  disastrous  dissen- 


sions, which  prevented  their  accom- 
plishing any  important  movement 
in  the  war.  But  for  this,  they  might 
have  effected  the  reduction  of  Pa- 
tras,  and  been  prepared  to  meet 
their  enemies  in  (he  spring,  with 
redoubled  vigor.  Divided  by  situa- 
tion, the  modem  Greeks  of  Roume- 
lia,  of  the  Morea,  and  of  the 
islands,  are  not  less  the  prey  of 
cabals,  and  factiouB,  than  their  ver- 
satile and  restiesB  ancestors.  The 
same  fickleness  of  temper;  the 
same  thiirst  of  distinctions,  which 
the  ancient  Athenians  indulged,  at 
every  hazard  ;  the  same  indefatiga- 
ble spirit  of  intrigue,  reigns  in  the 
breasts  of  their  descendants  ;  and 
on  the  other  hand,  if  the  genius, 
quickness,  activity,  and  patriotism, 
which  abo  characterized  the  Greek 
of  olden  time,  had  not  survived, 
through  all  the  reversea  of  the  na- 
tion, we  should  not  witness  their 
present  glorious  struggle  for  free- 
dom. But  their  differences,  at  the 
period  under  consideration,  werr 
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peculiarly  unfortunate ;  because 
the  emer^ncy  demanded  the  united 
exertions  of  all  their  strength. 

As  then  constituted,  the  gOTem- 
ment,  unfortunately,  did  not  enjoy 
the  unqualified  confidence  of  the 
people.  George  Gonduriotti,  a 
man  of  strict  honor,  and  of  unsha- 
ken integrity,  it  is  true,  but  of  little 
talent,  was  president  of  the  execu- 
tive body,  to  which  station  he  was 
exalted  in  part,  to  conciliate  the 
Hydriots.  Ho,  and  his  brother, 
were  the  most  opulent  merchants 
of  Hydra,  which  has  acted  so  noble 
a  part  in  the  revolution.  His  prin- 
cipal adviser,  and  secretary  of  state, 
Mavrocordato,  is  variously  repre- 
sented ;  but  although  his  purity  of 
character  is  questioned,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  of  his  talents,  address, 
familiarity  with  politics,  and  other 
general  qualifications,  for  his  post. 
Being  a  Fanariot,  and  without  con- 
nections in  Greece,  he  labored 
under  disadvantages,  which  con- 
siderably diminished  his  usefulness. 
Of  the  other  four  members  of  the 
executive  body,  namely,  Botazi, 
Spcliotaki,  Mavromichalis,  and 
Colctti,  the  latter  was  accounted 
by  far  the  most  clever  and  intel- 
ligent ;  although  his  manners,  and 
some  measures  ascribed  to  his 
agency,  had  procured  him  tlie  re- 
putation of  dangerous  ambition. 
This  government,  (whetlicr  justly  or 
not,  is  less  material,)  was  accused 
by  the  Moreots.  of  partiality,  and 


injurious  preference  for  the  Ri 
liots  ;  and  hence  the  probabl 
gin  of  the  subsequent  dissen 

Irritated  by  some  alleged  i 
instances  of  such  partiality 
jealous  of  not  possessing  the 
influence  in  the  governmen 
chiefs  of  the  Morea  rose  in 
in  the  autumn  of  1824,  head 
the  celebrated  Colocotroni. 
government  exerted  itself^ 
great  energy,  to  suppress  th 
lucky  ebuUition  of  anarchy, 
letti,  aided  by  the  Roumeliot 
rals,  Izonga  and  Goura,  mi 
against  the  insurgents,  and 
ceeded  in  reducing  them  to  n 
ion.  Two  of  the  leaders, 
and  Londo,  lefl  the  Moret 
took  refuge  in  Kalamos ;  tl 
mainder  surrendered  to  the  gn 
ment ;  and  Colocotroni  hi 
was  confined  to  a  monastery  • 
the  hills  of  Hydra. 

The  rebellion  being  thus  el 
ally  quelled,  the  governmen 
dcrtook  the  blockade  of  Pat 
earnest,  and  under  most  fav* 
auspices.  All  the  Morea,  i 
Patras,  and  the  small  fortres 
Coron  and  Modon,  was  in  th 
session  of  the  liberators ;  a 
was  most  of  Western  Greece 
m^ans  of  the  English  loan 
finances  of  the  government 
placed  in  a  condition  to  cat 
the  approaching  campaign  wr 
rit.  Thirty  ships,  acting  in 
cert  with  a  sufficient  bodv  a 
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^Vf^^^  cloaely  invested  Patras,  the  Soliman    Bey.      Their    influeiice 

i^^rison  of  which  being  akeady  communicated  to  the  proceedinga 

^^^ightened  for  provisions,  would,  of  Ibrahim,  all  the  regularity  of  ci- 

^as  expected,    shortly  capitu-  vilized    war&re.      The    Egyptian 

fleet  wintered  in  the  harbor  of  Su- 

Xn  the  mean  time,  the  sultan  had  da,  in  Candia.     Ibrahim  arrived  at 

^n^]rioyed  the  winter  in  extensive  Rhodes,  January  1st,  1825,  where 

Pv^'^^parations  for  striking  a  decisive  5000  disciplined  soldiers  awaited 

w ;  his  chief  reliance,  however,  him,  with  which  he   returned  to 

upon  the  energy  of  Moham-  Candia,  to  complete  his  armament 

All,  pacha  of  Egypt.    Pursu-  there,  and  then  sail  for  the  Morea. 

to  its  favorite  policy,  of  destroy-  At  Constantinople,  on  the  other 

one  rebel  by  means  of  another,  hand,  arrangements  were  made  to 

Porte  summoned  him,  in  the  second  Ibrahim,  by  correspondeBt 

ment  of  despair,  to  aid  in  the  movements    in    Western  Greece* 

of  Greece.     This  too  po-  To  conciliate  the  Albanians,  Omer 

t    fubject^    already  master    of  Pacha  was  transferred  to  Salonika; 

and  Arabia,  had  now  added  and  the  Roumeli  ValLsi  was  ap- 

Ip  his  dominions,  and  was  pointed  to  supply  his  place  in  the 

to  fresh  exertions  by  the  pachalic  of  Yannina  and  Ddvinat- 

of  gaining  the  Morea.  si,  to  which,  if  he  succeeded  in  sub- 

XDUgfa  that  country,  he  would  duing  them,  Roumelia,  with  Mei- 

Europe,  and  obtain  immense  solunghi  and  Anatolia,  was  to  be 

of  strength  and  resources,  added.      He     inunediately    com- 

a  powerful  navy,  and  an  menced  raising  troops  at  Larisaa, 

of  soldiers  disciplined  and  intending  to  pass  over  from  thence 

^^iMipp^  on  the  European  model,  to  his  new  government,  and  after 

«njoyed  incalculable  advantages  levying  soldiers  there,  to  descend, 

the  undisciplined  and  unorgan-  with  all  his  forces,  upon  Messo- 

>%Qd  troops  of  regenerate  Greece,  lunglm 

^WshiHi  Pacha,  his  son-m-law,  who  Anticipating  his  destination,  No- 

^ODunanded  his  forces  in  the  Mo-  ta  Bozzaris,  accompanied  by  ge* 

advised  by  the  French  nerals  Suka  and  Milios,  set  forward 

,  employed  to  instruct  the  with  a  sufficient  force,  to  occupy 

^C3rptiaQ  army ;  and  reposed  full  the  passes  of  Makrinovo,  the  an- 

^^^^^idfliice  m  colonel  Seve,  who  cient  Olympus,  through  whidi  it 

^^^ally  exercised  command,  ha-  was  expected  he  would  attempt  to 

][^*&f^    embraced    the    Mahometan  enter  Greece.     Izonga  was  also 

^^^li,  and  assudied  the  name  of  stationed  at  Kart^assura,  and  hktm 
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appointed  to  have  direction  of  the  communication  with  Messolungfai. 
whole.  The  Turks  proceeded  with  The  Turks  made  their  first  appear- 
unwonted  despatch.  Early  in  ance  before  this  place,  April  27th ; 
March,  the  RoumeU  Valisi  reach-  and  before  Antolia,  a  few  days  pre- 
cd  Yannina,  and  the  20th  of  vious.  Some  slight  skirmishes  im- 
the  same  month,  arrived  at  Arta,  mediately  took  place,  but  no  en- 
with  15,000  men,  from  whence  he  gagement  of  much  consequence  } 
marched  on  to  Makrinovo.  He  the  enemy  being  chiefly  occupied 
unexpectedly  found  the  passes  in  conunencing  their  lines,  and 
open ;  for  the  Greeks  quitted  their  throwing  up  entrenchments, 
posts  and  crossed  over  the  Ache-  We  must  now  suspend  our  ac^ 
lous,  without  a  single  battle  ;  thus  count  of  the  operations  here ;  to 
leaving  all  the  country  north  of  the  bring  down  the  history  of  events 
river,  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  the  in  another  quarter  of  Greece.  The 
Turks.  patriots  continued  the  blockade  of 
No  sooner  was  aD  this  known  at  Patras,  the  progress  of  which  was 
Messolunghi,  than  a  deputation  observed  with  keen  attention,  be- 
was  sent  to  the  generals,  desi-  cause  its  Ml  was  every  moment  ex- 
ring  them  to  recross  the  Achelous,  pected ;  and  the  naval  forces  whicb 
and  to  seize  upon  the  passes  cruised  before  it,  were  indispensa- 
UiiS'  side  of  Makrinovo.  Izonga  bly  necessary  to  check  the  arma- 
immediately  set  out  for  Ligovitzi ;  ment  of  the  Egyptians,  and  pre- 
but  found  himself  anticipated  by  vent  Ibrahim's  transports  from  lea- 
the  enemy,  and  was  under  the  ne-  ving  Crete.  Intelligence  repeat- 
ceasity  of  falling  back  upon  Lesini.  edly  reached  the  government,  of 
Here  a  short  conflict  ensued,  and  the  activity  with  which  the  pacha 
the  Roumeliots  becoming  aware  of  hastened  his  preparations.  At 
their  inability  to  arrest  the  &rther  length,  advices  arrived  of  the  ap- 
progress  of  the  Turks,  repassed  preaching  departure  of  his  fleet 
the  river,  and  retreated  to  Messo-  from  Candia.  The  garrison  of  P&- 
lunghi.  The  approach  of  the  ene-  tras  was  now  ripe  for  surrender ; 
my  being  daily  expected  there,  the  and  the  Greeks,  anxious  not  to 
government  hastily  took  the  neces-  withdraw  their  blockading  squad- 
sary  steps,  to  place -the  town  and  ron  until  the  last  moment^  unfiir- 
the  garrison  in  proper  order  for  tunately  deferred  it  too  long.  At 
defence.  To  Nota  Bozzaris,  Su-  most  on  the  same  day  that  tbej 
ka,  Milios  and  others,  was  commit-  sailed  from  Patras,  to  intercept  ihe 
ted  the  care  of  Anatoha,  with  the  Egyptians,  the  squadron  of  the  lit- 
charge  of  keeping  up  a  constant  tcr  anchored  off  Modoxi,  February 
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id  disembarked  6,000  well 
dd  soldiers,  who  immedi- 
icamped  around  Modon, 
3  ships  returned  to  Suda 
kmal  troops. 

0  became  apparent,  that 

1  and  the  adjacent  coun- 
>  destined  to  be  the  imme- 
t  of  the  war.  According- 
ttempt  on  Patras  was  whol- 
med.  Both  parties,  how- 
lamed  inactive,  until  March 
^,when  Ibrahim  Pacha  ha- 
ired a  reinforcement,pitch- 
ii^>  before  Navarino,  with 
of  14,000  soldiers.  This 
inding  upon  the  site  of  the 
Pylos,  was  an  object  of 
ce  to  the  Turks,  not  only 
jaographical  position,  but 
one  of  the  best  ports  in 
Mu     The  harbor  was  prp- 

'  the  island  of  Sphacteria, 

mpletely  commanded  the 

to    Navarino,   and    the 

liere,  as  well  as  that  of  old 

^  at  the  other  extremity  of 

Fortifications,  erected 

Venetians  when  they  had 

D  of  the  Morea,  enabled 

kfl  to  undertake  thedb- 

the  place,  with  strong 

success.     The   govern- 

le  spirited  efforts  to  meet 

dans.  A  garrison  of  2,000 

commanded  by  the  Bul- 

idgi  Christo,  and  Joannes, 

Ipest  son  of  Petro  Bey,  the 

threw  themselves  into  the 


fortress.  Major  CoUegno,  a  Pied- 
montese  exile  of  great  braTery  and 
merit,  waa  appcmited  to  superin- 
tend the  fortifications.  From  all 
parts  of  the  Morea,  provisions  wtfe 
sent  in  sufficient  quantities  to  sus- 
tain a  long  siege.  And  while  Oon- 
duriotti  and  prince  Mavrocordato 
prepared  to  march  fiom  Nap<A 
with  fresh  troops;  large  bodies  of 
Roumeliots,  commanded  by  Gia- 
vella,  Karatasso,  Constantine  Boe- 
zaris,  and  Karaiscaki,  took  posi- 
tions in  the  rear  of  the  besiegen. 
In  thb  condition,  things  remain- 
ed for  several  weeks.  Petty  con- 
tests took  place  almost  daily.,  which 
lessened  the  numbers  on  each  side ; 
but  did  not  end  in  compelling  either 
the  Greeks  or  Egyptians,  to  change 
the  positicHM  they  had  taken.  But, 
on  the  19th  of  April,  a  serious  en- 
gagement occurred.  The  presi- 
dent Conduriotti,  with  prince  Mav- 
rocordato, had  now  arrived  at  the 
camp.  Ibrahim  posted  himself 
east  of  Navarino,  and  erected  a 
small  battery  south  of  the  fortifica- 
tions, whence  he  kept  up  an  in- 
cessant cannonade.  Along  his 
rear,  the  Greeks  extended  their 
line,  almost  in  a  circle,  with  the 
intention  of  cutdng  off  his  commu- 
nication with  Modon.  Hadgi 
Christo,  Hadgi  Stephano,  and  Con- 
stantine Bozzaris,  commanded  the 
left  extremity  ;  Giavella  and  Kara- 
tasso, the  right ;  and  a  body  of  Mo- 
reots  occupied  the  cent re^comniand- 
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«d  by  Skortza,  a  Hydriot,  who  was 
raiMd  above  his  capacity  by  the  par- 
tiality of  his  countryman,  Condu- 
riotti.  On  the  18tfa,  the  Greeks 
fOceiTed  intimation,  that  the  Egypt- 
ians designed  to  make  a  general 
attack  the  next  morning.  At  the 
extremitieai  every  thing  was  fully 
prepared  for  it ;  bot  Bkurtza  ha- 
ving neglected  to  throw  up  tiie  ne- 
cessary defences,  Constantiiie  Boz- 
aris  repaired  to  his  position  with 
«  select  body  of  soldiers.  Early 
in  the  mormng^  Ibrahim  marched 
his  forces  to  the  attack,  in  three 
divisions.  Hadgi  Christo  at  one 
point,  and  Gmvella  at  another,  sus- 
tained the  assault  with  unshrinking 
courage;  but  Skurtza's  Moreots 
fled  precipitately,  leaving  Bozzaris 
to  withstand  the  enemy  alone. 
His  chosen  soldiers  were  soon  cut 
to  pieces,  only  himself  and  twenty- 
seven  of  his  followers  escaping  with 
life.  Two  of  the  bravest  capitani, 
Xidi  and  Zapheiropuolo,  were  made 
prisoners;  and  four  other  distinguish- 
ed leaders  perished  in  the  battle. 

Elated  with  their  success,  the 
Egyptians  attempted  an  assault  up- 
on the  walls ;  but  the  garrison  re- 
pulsed them,  sallied,  and  took  pos- 
session of  the  newly  constructed 
battery,  spiked  all  the  cannon,  and 
safely  retired  again  within  the  walls. 
The  enemy  immediately  brought 
up  fresh  cannon,  and  recommenced 
a  constant  discharge  of  shot  and 


shells,  but  without  gaining  an 
terial  advantage. 

Even  in  the  greatest  est 
of  their  dangers,  the  Gredn 
not  abstain  from  perpetual  ai 
inous  dissensions.  [n  p 
through  the  Morea  to  Nai 
the  Roumeliots  had  treats 
Moreot  peasantry,  with  mnoi 
tempt  and  violence.  Since 
arrival  at  the  camp,  then 
never  been  any  cordial  co-ops 
between  the  troc^  of  the  tn 
tricts  ;  and  the  pusillanimity 
Moreots  in  the  late  engage 
to  which  Bozzaris  justly  as 
his  defeat,  served  to  widk 
breach.  At  length,  on  liie 
of  the  Turks  before  Me«d 
the  Roumeliots  openly  ds 
their  determination  to  miR 
mediately  to  the  protectioA^I 
own  homes,  and  leave  NAm 
be  defended  by  the  garrsw 
the  troops  of  the  Morea.  ] 
their  respective  generals,  Gi 
Karaiscaki,  and  Bozzaria^  .11 
out  accordingly ;  and  the  II 
took  arms,  with  great  spirit,  I 
ply  their  place.  The  two  ] 
Z^poi  and  Londo,  retumod 
Kalamos,  whither  they  Imh 
for  refuge,  submitted  to  tfaeg 
ment,  and  diligently  wool 
raising  troops  in  their  natk 
trict  of  Ralabrita. 

Nothing  further,  of  rand 
ment,  transpired,  until  the  < 
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May,  whjBD  the  Egyptians  endea-  berty,  perished  on  this  day,  a  mar- 

▼ored  to  land  a  body  of  troops  at  tyr  to  the  same  holy  cause. 

<M  Navarino.     But,  after  a  smart  The  pacha  divided  his  ships  Mb 

action,   which  continued  all  day,  two  squadrons ;  one  being  stationed  ^ 

the  enemy  were  compelled  to  re-  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  to 

tire,  without  efiecting  their  pur-  shut  up  the  eight  ships  within,  and 

pose.     Their  fleet  fell  back  in  the  the  other  remaining  off  the  island, 

direction    of  Modon ;    and    only  to  oppose  the  Greek  fleet,  should 

e^t  ships  of  the  Greek  squadron  they  come  up  to  the  succor  of 

remained  within  the  harbor  of  Na-  their  countrymen.    On  the  island, 

varino,  the  rest  beating  off  at  some  the  gallant  little  band  could  mnr 

diataoce  fr<mi  the  shore.    Early  on  see  the  Egyptian  boats  filling  inth 

the  morning  of  8undby,  the  sac-  Arabs,  to  the  sound  of  the  drum. 

ceeding  day,  the  enemy's  fleet  was  They  landed  1500. men,  who  com- 

obaenred  to  be  moying  upon  the  pletely  overpowered  the  garrisoB 

ialaod  of  Sphacteria.     Soon  after  by  numbers,  and  cut  them  to  pieow 

noon,  they  had  advanced  near  to  indiscriminately,  without  the  except 

the  island ;  whilst  a  dead  cahn  pre-  tion  of  a  single  man.    Sohini  and 

vented  the  Greek  fleet  fi'om  sea-  Anagnostara  fell  among  the  very 

nonably  entering  the  harbor.  Mean-  last,  after  a  most  desperate,  bat 

while,  no  time  had  been  lost  in  has-  fruitless,    resistance.      The    Uttle 

tily  arranging  matters  for  the  de-  parties,  stationed  at  other  points  of 

fence  of  Sphacteria.     A  small  bat-  the  island,  now  fled  in  confumon* 

tery  of  three  guns,  with  a  garrison  All  the  ships  in  the  harbor  precip^' 

of  two  hundred  soldiers,  directed  tately  got    under    weigh,    except 

liy  Stavro  Sohini,  a  gallant  young  Psamado's  brig,  which  remained  to 

Hf  driot,  and  by  general  Anagno^-  rescue  the  surviving  Hydriots ; — 

tata,  commanded  the  only  landing  the  Egyptian  fleet  dividing,   and 

{dace  on  the  island.      To   these  leaving  them  a  firee  passage. 

w«re  added  a  party  of  sailors,  from  Psamado's  crew  sent  their  boats 

(he  ships,  under  the  brave  and  cde-  on  shore,  and  prince  Mavrocordato 

brated  Hydriot,  captain  Anastasius  escaped  on  board ;  but  when  the 

Psamado ;  prince  Mavrocordato  re*  boats  again  reached  the  shore,  the 

maimng  on  the  island  to  direct  the  fugitives  crowded  into  them  so  ea- 

whole,  aided  by  count  Santa  Rosa,  gerly,  that  they  sunk.     Just  then-, 

a   Piedmontese    nobleman,    wIks  Psamado  approached  with  a  hand- 

banished  from  his  own  country  ibr  ful  of  followers,  weak  from  loss  of 

his  devotion  to  the  principles  of  K-  blood*,  and  waved  his  cap  to  his 
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bnTe  sailors  for  the  assistance, 
which  they  could  no  longer  afford. 
The  Egyptians  soon  came  up,  and 
he  fell  under  a  shower  of  bullets. 
Not  a  Greek  now  remained  alive 
on  Sphacteria.  Count  Santa  Rosa 
had  disdained  to  fly,  and  bravely 
met  a  glorious  death  among  the 
desperate  defenders  of  the  island. 
Finally,  the  last  surviver,  Dimitri 
Sartouri,  the  commandant  of  the 
fortress  of  Navarino,  plunged  into 
the  sea,  and  swam  to  the  vessel. 
Psamado's  crew  learning  the  fate 
of  their  captain  fix>m  him,  prepared 
to  make  their  way  out,  through  the 
Egyptian  fleet,  which  now  closed 
up  the  entrance  of  the  harbor.  Al- 
though immediately  surrounded  by 
five  vessels,  this  solitary  little  mer- 
chant brig,  of  eighteen  guns,  reso- 
lutely fought  her  way  along  for  six 
hours,  in  almost  a  dead  calm,  and 
escaped  with  the  loss  of  only  two 
men  killed,  after  sustaining  an  at- 
tack from  thirty-four  ships  of  war. 
This  battle  was  most  fatal  in  its 
consequences  to  the  Greeks.  Three 
hundred  and  fifty  soldiers,  and  nine- 
ty seamen,  perished ;  actually  a 
greater  number  than  Hydra  had  lost 
during  the  whole  revolution.  Psa- 
mado  was  the  brother  in  arms  of 
Miaulis,  and  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished Hydriot  captains.  So 
bitterly  was  his  death  felt  by  his 
crew,  that  one  of  them  endeavored, 
in  his  despair,  to  set  fire  to  the 
powder  mairazine^  and  blow  up  the 


brig. — Hydra  was  filled  w 
mentation  and  mourning,  wl 
dings  of  the  misfortune  read] 
inhabitants. 

At  the  seat  of  the  war,  tl 
mediate  consequence  of  losi 
island  of  Sphacteria  was  d 
render  of  Old  Navarino,  otfa 
called  Palaio  Castro.  Thi 
ress  is  situated  on  a  small  pc 
la,  united  to  the  main  land  1 
narrow  isthmuses;  the  qm 
tween  which  is  occupied  1^ 
water  lake.  Defences  had 
erected  on  each  of  these  ne 
land ;  and  the  Egyptians  d 
possession  of  one  of  them, 
the  only  spring  which  suppK 
garrison  with  fresh  water,  i 
evening  after  the  capture  cii 
teria.  Desperate  as  the  mi 
of  the  garrison  now  was* 
nevertheless,  determined  to 
out  to  the  last  moment  A 
ingly,  they  maintained  their  | 
the  next  day,  against  a  ^ 
assault  of  the  besiegers.  I 
Tuesday,  two  of  the  Frene. 
cers  in  the  Egyptian  service 
posed  a  capitulation,  and  gt: 
strongest  assurances  of  its 
faithfully  observed.  The  ga* 
considering  that,  if  taken  1 
sault,  they  would  retain  no 
to  mercy,  and  that  they  ma 
render,  from  famine,  in  a  fe^ 
at  most,  at  length  accepts 
terms  oficred ;  marched  out  i 
number  of  1070  men ;  and 
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tbetr  arms,  were  suffered  IStfa,  and  his  reconciliatioD  with 

in  safety.     Ibrahim  had  the  government,   was    celebrated 

f  made  prisoners  of  Hadgi  with  enthusiastic  rejoicings.     They 

nd  the  bishop  of  Modon,  mutually  agreed,  upon  a  general 

rincipal  Greek  command-  amnesty  and  oblivion  of  all  past  in- 
juries;   and    zealously  united  to- 

^t   be  anticipated,  the  gether  in  the  common  cause,  of  op- 

ivarino  itself  soon  follow-  posing  the  fiuther  progress  of  the 

16  whole  united  power  of  Egyptians.  Colocotroni  sumoKme^f^ 

ian  army  was  directed  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Morea,to 

km.     Incapable  of  sue-  his  standard.     Pappa  Flescla,  mi- 

msting  a  force  so  dispro-  nister    of  the   interior,    marched 

to  their  own,  and  straight-  forward  to  garrison  Arcadia,  a  for- 

fovisions  and  water,  the  tress     not    far     from    Navarino. 

lAer  holding  out  until  no  Petro    Bey     repaired  to    Maina; 

mccor  either  by  sea  or  and  undertook  to  raise  his  foUow- 

ined,  at  length  capitulated  ers.     Every   where,   a  new  spirit 

under  guarantee  of  some  seemed  to  be  infused  into  the  bo- 

▼essels  in  the  harbor,  som  of  the  Greeks,  by  their  recent 

ndhions  of  surrender,  the  disasters. 

sre  to  march  out  without        Ibrahim  remained  a  few  days  at 

I  to  be    transported  to  Navarino   to  repair  the  shattered 

;  and  the  Egyptians  fully  fortifications,  and  then  leaving  a 

with  the  treaty,  except  in  pvt  of  his  anny  at  Modon,  set  out 

latracco,  and  Gcorgio,  with  the  rest  for  Calamata,  and  Ar- 

9tro  Bey,  on  the  pretext  cadia;    both  which  he  captured, 

reeks  had  in  like  manner,  notwithstanding    the    determined 

wo  pachas  after  the  capi-  stand  made  at  the  latter  by  Pappa 

*Napoh.  Flescia,  who  feU,  afler  performing 

ifaig  this  admirable  har-  prodigies  of  valor.     Colocotroni, 

Egyptians  secured  a  safe  perceiving  that  the  Egyptians  meant 

place,  and  obtained  pos-  to  advance  to  Tripolizza,  after  va- 

a  key  to  the  entire  west-  rious  skirmishes  and  inefiectual  at- 

of  the  Morea.     The  ut-  tempts   to  stop  the  enemy,  was 

lay  now  seized  on   the  obliged  to  born  the  town,  and  re- 

They  loudly  demanded  move  the  inhabitants  to  Argoe,  and 

of  Colocotroni,  to  which  Napoli  di  Romania.     Ibrahim  on- 

iment  yielded  their  con-  tered  Tripolizza  June  SOth,  witFi 

arrived  at  Napoli.  May  7,000  troops.     From  thence  he  ad- 
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Vaneed  and  pitched  his  camp  be- 
tween Mykw  and  ArgoStOnly  three 
dayi  march  from  Napoli.  He 
reached  this  place  of  encampment 
unmolested :  Colocotroni,  who 
supposed  his  line  of  march  would 
lie  in  the  direction  of  Patras,  ha- 
ving drawn  off  his  troops  to  occupy 
Ihe  passes  in  that  quarter, 
y  Apprehensions  for  the  capital  be- 
ing entertained,  in  these  circum- 
stances, prince  Demetrius  Ipsilanti, 
occupied  the  position  of  Myios. 
Here  the  Egyptians  attacked  the 
Greeks;  but  the  latter  defended 
themselves  so  resolutely,  that  the  en- 
emy drew  off  intimidated,  and  pass- 
ed onward  to  Argos.  Afterburning 
this  little  town,  the  pacha  struck 
his  tents,  and  commenced  a  retro- 
grade march  on  Tripolisza.  Mean- 
while Colocotroni,  apprised  of  his 
moTements,  hastily  returned  to  oc- 
cupy the  Parthenian  passes,  aad 
cut  off  his  retreat  to  Modon.  But 
owing  to  his  superior  military 
knowledge,  Ibrahim  divided  his 
line  into  two  colomnsti  and  march- 
ing on  each  side  of  the  Moreots, 
reached  Tripolizza,  before  Coloco- 
troni knew  of  his  departure  from 
Myk>s. 

The  Egyptians  remained  at  Tri- 
polisza  until  September,  when  they 
retired  to  Cdamata.  Ccdocotroni 
was  oicamped  in  his  vicinity  du- 
ring this  time ;  but  with  troops  so 
dispirited,  and  fluctuating  in  num- 
bers, that  no  dependance  could  be 


placed  upon  their  exertio 
whole  country  betwoei 
lizza  and  Modon,  was  in  | 
of  Ibrahim's  soldiers,  wb 
every  village  to  ashes  ;  ai 
murdered  every  unfortm 
sant,  who  chanced  to  &H 
hands.  A  contagious 
with  symptoms  of  plagii 
made  its  appearance  at  S 
seemed  resolved  to  remai 
mata,  to  await  the  reinfti 
which  he  expected  from 
and  also  the  progress  of 
Messolunghi,  to  which  it  i 
should  revert. 

Previous  to  doing  thisv 
we  shall  narrate  soma  i 
transactions,  which  ocf 
another  part  of  Greecei 
the  powerful  and  crafty  d 
Livadia,  induced  by  sons 
dinary  motive,  either  of 
or  of  resentment,  towih 
vemment,  vrithdrew  hiais 
spring,  from  all  conneetk 
and  confined  his  attention 
his  own  province  of  Lin 
fortified,  as  a  stronghold, 
the  last  necessity,  a  cave  c 
Parnassus,  which  was  i 
only  by  ladders,  and  o 
bomb  proof,  although 
of  accommodating  2fiQ0 
within  its  interior.  Thitl 
moved  his  treasures,  anc 
and  collected  a  suf^Iy 
and  sufficient  ammuniii 
provisicHis,  for  a  long  sing 
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Fd^  the  }>urposc  of  obtaining 
powession  of  the  Negroponts,  he 
Opened  a  correspondence  with  the 
pteha,  who  had  been  one  of  his 
ly  friends.  Frequent  conferen- 
foHowed,  all  with  the  same 
ofeject.  It  is  not  probable,  be  en- 
trained any  design  of  betraying 
lab  country,  although  that  has  been 
inputed  to  him ;  but  the  better 
E>|Niiiqp  is,  that  he  merely  designed 
:OBicrease-his  own  personal  power, 
ml  tfaoB  to  render  himself  independ- 
of  the  government,  which  was 
r  the  influence  of  his  personal 
No  sooner  did  his  nego- 
becoroe  public,  than  he  was 
'clsred  a  traitor ;  and  general 
a  man,  who  owed  all  his 
to  Ulysses,  was  appointed 
^^ommand  the  forces  in  Attica, 
■A  to  reduce  the  insurgent  chief. 
\JIyflfes,  therefore,  assembled  his 
Qowera ;  and  some  slight  skir- 
between  his  soldiers,  and 
of  Goura,  ensued ;  but  in 
^^liL,  he  surrendered  himself  to 
latter ;  and  was  inmiediate- 
imprisoned  in  the  acropo- 
at  Athens.  Here  he  rc- 
tiO  late  in  June  ;  when  he 
The  account  of  his  death, 
^leobted  by  the  government,  re- 
'^eaeuied  him  as  having  been 
to  pieces,  on  the  pavement, 
Ae  foot  of  the  tower,  whibt  en- 
ing  to  escape  from  it.  But 
18  much  reason  to  believe,  that 
'^  story  was  feii^ned.  to  cover  the 


imbecility  of  the  goremment,  which 
cut  him  off  in  this  way  ;  not  daring 
to  trust  the  result  of  a  regular  trial. 
Thus  fell,  a  victim,  either  of  his 
vices,  or  of  civil  discord,  one  of 
the  most  renowned,  able,  brave, 
and  active,  of  the  Greek  chieftains, 
who,  had  he  continued  faithful  to 
his  country,  might  have  done  her 
the  best  service,  in  her  present  hour 
of  trial. 

We  left  the  Turks  before  Messo- 
lunghi,  in  April,  preparing  for  the 
siege  of  that  place.  They  con- 
tinued their  preparations  until  May 
10th,  when  they  commenced 
bombarding  the  garrison,  who  re- 
turned their ^hot  with  equal  vigor. 
At  this  timci  the  besieging  force 
consisted  of  about  14,000  men, 
under  tlie  command  of  Kiaowta- 
ches,  and  Youseph,  pacha  of  l^a- 
tras.  The  besieged  felt  confidence 
in  the  strength  of  the  town,  and  in 
their  ability  to  hold  it,  against  the 
enemy ;  particularly  if  assisted  by  the 
Greek  fleet,  which  was  able  to  cut 
off  the  communication  between  the 
Turkish  anny  and  Patras.  Little 
injury  was  sustained  by  the  town, 
from  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  in  con- 
sequence of  their  want  of  artillery, 
and  of  disciplined  troops.  In  Mcs- 
solunghi,  therefore,  the  inhabitants', 
acting  merely  on  the  defensive, 
seemed  likely,  if  well  supplied  with 
provisions,  to  prove  a  match  for 
ttie  Turks.  But  neither  party  dis- 
played much  activity. 
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In  the  district  of  Cravari,  how- 
ever, eastward  of  Messolimghi,  the 
war  proceeded  with  more  spirit. 
Early  in  May,  a  small  body  of  Rou- 
meliots  attacked  a  position  of  the 
enemy,  at  the  village  of  Pappadia, 
defended  by  Babousa  Sebrane, 
with  a  force  2,000  strong.  Afler 
sustaining  some  loss,  the  Turks 
abandoned  the  position,  and  re- 
treated to  a  monastery,  between 
I^idorikion,  and  Cravari,  where 
they  were  again  successfully  at- 
tacked by  the  Greeks.  Occasional 
skirmishes  continued  to  occur  in 
the  district  called  the  Venetico, 
during  the  rest  of  the  summer ; 
and  also  in  the  west  of  the  Morea, 
where  the  peasantry  suffered  much 
l>om  incursions  of  the  garrison  of 
Fatras,  who  penetrated  to  Gastouni 
and  Clarenza,  and  almost  entirely 
consumed  the  latter  place.  The 
Turks  also  captured  Salona. 

Thus  affairs  remained  in  this 
<|uarter,  until  the  close  of  August. 
By  that  time,  the  garrison  of  Mes- 
solunghi  began  to  be  strai^tened 
extremely  for  provisions  ;  and  all 
hope  of  saving  it,  depended  upon 
the  operations  of  the  fleet.  A  squad- 
ron accordingly  advanced  to  Mes- 
solunghi ;  but  could  not  immediately 
afibrd  the  needed  succor  ;  because 
the  Turkish  vesseb  occupied  the 
narrow  channel,  leading  to  the  town. 
But  availing  themselves  of  a  fiivora- 
ble  ¥rind,  and  a  dark  night,  the  Greek 
shvfa  quietly  passed  the  Turkish 


line,  and  took  a  position  witi 
When  day  broke,  and  ezl: 
the  situation  of  things  to  theT 
fleet,  they  drew  off  in  grea 
stemation,  and  left  the  Gred 
portunity  to  throw  a  sufficient 
tity  of  stores  into  the  town, 
cure  the  garrison  from  future 
All  apprehension  for  the  etc 
Messolunghi  being  at  an  en 
Greeks  set  sail,  in   pursuit  i 

m 

Turkish  squadron,  which  wi 
king  for  Rhodes.  Soon  aflen 
in  the  beginning  of  Septemb 
Turkish  land  forces  hastily  i 
from  before  the  town,  ai 
treated  in  the  direction  of 
thus  entirely  failing  in  their 
attempt  upon  Messolunghi. 

With  this  event,  which  re 
fresh  spirits  to  the  Greeks,  the 
paign  seemed  to  be  verging 
close.  Something  had  beei 
cessary  to  save  the  people  fro 
solute  despondency,  at  the 
successes  of  the  Egyptiana 
the  fall  of  Navarino,  and  the  i 
quent  advance  of  Ibrahim  U 
polizza,  faction  and  foreig 
trigue,  added  new  disorde 
those  brought  on  by  defeat,  i 
financial  distress.  Taking  i 
tage  of  the  emergency,  g 
Roche,  a  PkOheUenut,  ham 
dentials  from  the  Greek  cow 
of  Paris,  busied  himself  in  ] 
sing  to  the  government  at  Naa 
to  accept  a  French  prince  fti 
reign.    He  succeeded  in  a 
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•1  in  favor  of  his  plan  ;  but  have  intermeddled  with  the  afiairs 
ith  strong  opposition  from  of  the  revolutionary  government,  in 
'driots,  from  Mavrocordato,  a  manner  equally  obtrusive  in  itself, 
m  Tricoupi ;  who  declared  and  deleterious  in  its  efiects. 
■reference  for  England,  in  In  our  account  of  the  campaign 
le  Greeks  should  be  com-  by  land,  we  have  occasionally  in- 
to put  themselves  under  the  troduced  notices  of  the  Greek  na- 
ioD  of  any  foreign  power,  vy ;  but  its  achievements  have  been 
irtiality  for  the  English,  be-  too  glorious  to  be  passed  by,  with- 
',  in  the  sequel,  still  more  out  a  more  particular  explanation 
ly  and  the  government  ex-  of  the  operations  by  sea.  In  the 
g  a  disposition  to  solicit  the  spring  of  the  year,  the  fleet  was  di- 
«nee  of  Great  Britain  ;  ge-  vided  into  two  squadrons.  One  of 
Eloche  drew  up  a  protest  them,  consisting  of  twenty-two  gun 
the  measure,  alleging  it  to  brigs,  partly  Ipsariots,  and  partly 
igiiory  to  the  honor  of  his  Hydriots,  cruised  among  the  is- 
In  this  idle  and  unauthor-  lands,  and  off  Mytilene,  to  watch 
St,  he  was  joined  by  Mr.  the  departure  of  the  Turkish  fleet 
igCiMi,  a  young  American,  from  the  Dardanelles.  The  other, 
mned  to  represent  the  feel-  containing  twenty-six  sail,  beside 
f  the  people  of  the  United  fire-ships,  was  stationed  off  Cerigo, 
n  the  subject.  Their  gas-  under  the  command  of  the  cele- 
ig  protest  justly  exposed  brated  Miaulis,  to  observe  the 
Me  gentlemen  to  much  ridi-  movements  of  the  Egyptians. 
It  only  in  Greece,  but,  also,  Miaulis  fell  in  with  the  Egyptian 
eat  of  Europe,  and  in  A  me-  fleet,  April  28th,  and  made  an  at- 
Ifr.  Washington  would  have  tack  with  his  brulots ;  but,  owing 
reater  credit  to  his  country,  to  the  want  of  sufficient  wind,  he 
okting  Mr.  Jarvis,  Dr.  was  unable  to  accomplish  any 
Hid  Mr.  Miller,  who  more  thmg :  and  the  Egyptians  passed 
\f  represented  the  good  will  him,  and  debarked  at  Modon. 
vica  towards  Greece,  in  ac-  Miaulis  followed  them  with  his 
raonal  service  in  her  cause,  whole  force,  and  four  fire-ships« 
lost  of  danger.  Indeed,  it  and  entered  the  harbor  of  Modon« 
so  among  not  the  least  of  May  12th,  contemporaneously  with 
brtunes  of  unhappy  Greece,  the  inauspicious  events  at  Navarino. 
firiduals,  puffed  up  with  He  found  two  frigates,  and  four 
iry  consequence,  from  their  corvettes,  witli  numerous  trans- 
ion  with  Greek  committees,  ports,  in  the  harlK>r ;  and  a  favofjj* 
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ble  breeze  S])ringiiig  up  at  the  same 
time,  carried  the  brulots  in,  and 
pre?ented  the  egress  of  the  Egypt- 
ians. The  latter,  finding  their  es- 
cape impracticable,  fell  into  confu- 
sion, and  were  driven  together  be- 
neath the  walls  of  the  fortress, 
where  they  all,  to  the  number  of 
twenty-five  sail,  became  a  prey  to 
the  fiames.  Nor  was  this  all. 
Burning  timbers,  and  other  mis- 
siles, thrown  up  by  the  explosion 
of  the  ships,  fell  within  the  walls, 
and  set  fire  to  a  magazine,  con- 
taining a  large  quantity  of  ammu- 
nition, which  exploded  with  a  tre- 
mendous shock,  perceptible  seve- 
ral miles  at  sea.  Unopposed  by 
the  terrified  Egyptians,  Miaulis 
brought  ofi*  his  brulottiers  without 
the  loss  of  a  single  man,  and  im- 
mediately sailed  for   Calamata. 

The  incident,  which  we  have  just 
related,  aflbrds  «  just  idea  of  the 
victories  of  the  Greek  navy.  No 
small  part  of  the  honor  due  to  their 
actions  belongs  to  the  brulottiers, 
and  ajew  of  the  ships  of  war,  while 
the  bulk  of  tlie  fleet  has  rendered 
comparatively  small  service,  to 
their  country.  The  largest  vessels 
Iteing  mostly  merchant  ships  or 
brigs,  the  private  property  of  indi- 
\  iduals ;  tlieir  owners  have  been 
over  cautious,  in  many  instances, 
to  prevent  tlieir  sustaining  damage. 
In  the  summer  of  1825,  the  entire 
fleet  did  not  exceed  65  sail  ; 
of   which    the    Hydriots    owned 


forty,  the  Spezziots  sixteen,  i 
rest  were  the  remnatit  of  the 
ron  of  Ipsara.  Among  the 
tier  captains,  Constantine  C 
had  obtained  the  highest  d 
ion  ;  and  among  the  othen 
to  the  admiral  Miaulis,  mi, 
mentioned  Psamado,  Sokini 
si,  Panagiota,  the  vice  admin 
touri,  and  the  Ipsariot  i 
Apostoli. 

After  tlie  afikir  of  Modi 
Greek  fleet  retired  to  the 
Kolokjrtliia,  to  careen  and 
fresh  stores,  and  obtain  firesh 
for  another  expedition ;  i 
purpose  of  endeavoring  to- 1 
the  rest  of  the  Egyptian  fleet 
aulis  set  sail  May  25th ;  i 
cape  Matapan,  received  tl 
heartening  intelligence  ot  t 
render  of  Navarino.  The  De: 
he  met  tlie  Egyptians  ste«i 
parently  for  Candia ;  and 
mined  to  follow  them.  A 
running  fight  was  maintain 
tween  the  two  fleets  for  sevei 
but  the  Greeks  had  no  good 
tunity  to  efi*ect  any  thing  wil 
fire*  ships,  and  did  not  poasa 
quate  forces  to  venture  up 
tacking  the  Egyptians  in  an; 
manner.  At  length,  want « 
visions  compelled  Miaulis  U 
to  the  bay  of  Yathico ;  m 
Egyptians  iimnediately  steel 
the  harbor  of  Suda. 

Early  in  June, Miaulis  hadi 
ation  of  the  necessity  of 


^^Ving  Messolunghi ;  and  be  re- 
^^Ived  to  strike  a  decisive  blow, 
^^  destroying  tbe  whole  Egypt- 
ian fleet  in  Suda,  which  would 
«&ctiially  arrest  the  movements 
of  Ibrahim  pacha.  But,  in  the 
mean  time,  the  appalling  news 
reached  him  that  the  Turkish  fleet 
had  passed  the  Dardanelles,  an4 
was  rapidly  approaching  Hydra. 
Filled  with  apprehensions  for  the 
safety  of  their  families  and  homes, 
the  Hydriots  hastily  weighed 
anchor,  and  crowded  every  sail  to 
fly  to  the  succor  of  their  beloved 
islandl ;  which  contained  all  most 
dear  to  them  in  life.  On  arriving 
off  Hydra,  all  their  fears  w^re 
hapfnfy  dispelled,  by  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  total  defeat  and  dis- 
penioo  of  the  hostile  fleet,  by  tbe 
hrafeSaktouri. 

8aktouri>  division  had  been 
cmiaing  for  two  months,  in  the 
Arcfaipehigp,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
tercepting the  Ottoman  fleet.  His 
vigilance  was  a  little  lulled,  per- 
hapf,    by    continued    disappoint- 


27? 


were  safely  conveyed  to 
The  remainder  of  the  fleet  escafip^pv, 
after  being  dispersed  in  all  direct-> 
ions,  except  a  corvette,  which  ifaa. 
abandoned  by  her  crew,  and  blown 
up,  to  prevent  her  Ming  into  thQ 
hands  of  the  Greeks. 

Miaulis  therefore  steered  soiith 
again,  for  his  original  destination, 
being  joined  by  Saktouri's  squad- 
ron. After  a  short  delay  at  Milo, 
they  proceeded  for  Suda,  June  10th, 
with  a  fleet  of  seventy  vessels,  and 
arrived  there  in  two  days.  To  his 
great  chagrin,  Miaulis  discovered 
that  a  French  vessel  of  war,  the 
Daphne,  had  sailed  from  Milo,  in 
anticipation  of  him ;  and  apprised 
the  Egyptians  of  his  design.  In 
consequence  of  this,  he  found,  them 
drawn  up  inside  the  harbor  with 
more  than  ordinary  skill,  in  four 
divisions ;  so  that  if  one  should  be 
fired,  the  other  three  would  still  re- 
main uninjured.  Nevertheless,  Mi- 
aulis prepared  to  attack  the  divi- 
sion in  the  outermost  part  of  the 
harbor,  consisting  of  about  forty 


mnit ;  and  the  Turks  arrived  oft*    vessds.     But  all  his  exertions  end- 


N^giopont  May  3 1st,  ere  Saktouri, 
who  ipras  lying  near  Samos,  was 
tware  of  their  movements.  He 
\oti  DO  time  in  pursuing  them,  and 
engiaged  them  off  Capo  d'Ovo,  in 
Negropont  His  fire  ships  suoceed- 
od  in  destroying  a  rase  of  sixty-six 
gUDSt  a  corvette,  and  a  frigate ;  and 
Captured  five  transports  laden  witli 
Horesiqarms,  and  affimunition^  which 


ed  in  tbe  destruction  of  one  cor- 
vette, which  he  did  not  accomplish 
without  the  loss  of  three  brulots, 
and  considerable  damage  to  his 
ships  of  war.  A  few  days  after- 
wards, a  severe  gale  of  wind  disper- 
sed tlie  Greek  fleet,  and  Miaulis 
concluded  to  return  to  Vathico. 

Whilst  tlie  fleet  lay  there,  the 
ship   of  Athanasius    Kreisi    wa^ 
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Mown  up,  and  himself,  his  brother, 
and  sixty  seamen  destroyed.  It 
appeared  from  the  evidence  of  a 
sailor  who  escaped,  that  a  Turkish 
slave,  in  revenge  of  a  blow  he  re- 
ceived, had  set  fire  to  the  powder 
magazine.  When  intelligence  of 
this  afiair  reached  Hydra,  it  led  to 
an  explosion  of  popular  vengeance, 
of  the  most  deplorable  kind.  Al- 
most every  individual  in  Kreisi's 
vessel,  left  relations  or  connections 
at  Hydra ;  and  the  infuriated  mob 
immediately  rushed  to  the  prison, 
where  a  large  number  of  Turkish 
captives  were  confined,  and  massa- 
cred every  one  of  these  unresisting 
wretches.  The  work  of  slaughter 
continued  during  the  afternoon  and 
evening,  until  the  populace,  after 
clearing  the  prison,  dragged  every 
slave  from  the  houses  and  from  on 
board  the  ships  in  the  harbor,  and 
stabbed  them  on  the  shore.  They 
killed,  in  this  manner,  upwards  of 
two  hundred  captives  and  slaves. 
No  attempt  was  made  by  the  pri- 
mates, to  put  a  stop  to  these  dis- 
graceful deeds,  aware,  perhaps,  of 
their  inability  to  interfere  to  much 
purpose. 

Meanwhile,  the  Egyptian  fleet, 
gathering  courage,  after  the  de- 
^parture  of  Miaulis,  left  Suda,  with 
a  reinforcement  of  5,000  troops 
for  Navarino.  The  Greeks  sailed 
from  Vathico,  June  26th  ;  and  the 
next  day  fell  in  with  the  Egyptians  ; 
but.  after  losing  three  brulots,  in 


a  fruitless  attack  upon  tli 
Miaulis  was  compelled 
and  the  Egyptians  reacli 
rino  in  safety. 

No  other  enterprise  of 
sequence,  was  undertake 
fleet,  until  August,  when 
of  it  relieved  Messolungl 
have  already  seen,  and  ar 
progress  of  the  enemy  ii 
rection.  Another  squad] 
for  Alexandria,  with  the 
destroying  the  Egyptian 
that  port.  But  here  they 
successful.  The  activit 
Egyptians  baffled  all  thein 
and  they  lost  their  bruloti 
doing  any  execution  an 
enemy.  The  failure  of 
attempt,  greatly  disappc 
Greeks,  who,  in  thus  atta 
Egyptians  in  their  owi 
counted  upon  efTectuallj 
their  formidable  foe. 

Thus  have  wc  brought 
history  of  the  affair  of  G 
near  the  close  of  the  yc 
Since  that  time,  the  aflSu 
beautiful,  but  oppressed 
have  reached  such  a  crisk 
thing,  it  would  seem,  bi 
terposition  of  the  other 
powers,  can  save  it  from  i 
trophe  of  utter  desolatic 
portant  as  have  been  the 
the  last  year,  including  t 
Messolunghi,  after  a  h< 
fence,  and  the  continued  a 
the    Egyptian    arms,   wt 
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rather  to  deter  giving  a  narration 
of  them  until  another  volume,  than 
to  rely  upon  the  unsatisfactory  ac- 
counts of  pubhc  newspapers  for  a 
knowledge  of  the  facts. 

The  same  period  also  embraces 
the  radical  reformation,  introduced 
into  the  Turkish  army  by  sultan 
Mahmoud,  in  imitation  of  what 
Mohammed  Ali  had  alreadv  done 


in  Egypt.  But  ere  we  resume  the 
history  of  Greece  at  the  expiration 
of  the  year,  we  trust  that  tlie  great 
nations  of  Christendom  will  have 
exerted  the  power  which  they  pos- 
sess, to  staunch  the  efiusion  of 
blood  in  a  desperate  contest,  which 
is  absolutely  destroying  Greece, 
instead  of  restoring  it  to  the  Otto- 
man empire. 


CHAPTER  XV. 


urman  Empire — Ori^n  of  War  wUh  BrUam — Shofiurte — 
Se0 — Ramoo — Expeditian  to  Rangoon — Operations  there — 
I  taken — Bundooia  beaten — State  of  thmgain  1825— HofM- 
MM,  and  Arracan  taken — Asaau  Coekar — Mortality  in  tke 
irmy — Armistice  of  Meetiday — Hoetilitiee  renewed — Mdloon 
\ — Mew  taken — Treaty  of  Peace — Bhurtpore — Netherlands 


oteiicss  of  most  of  the 
t  nations  of  Asia^  and 
lizcd  character  of  their 
render  it  difficult  to 
>nt  and  authentic  ac- 
their  history,  except 
^nnections  with  Eu- 
l  Americans.  Much  of 
eresting  portions  of  that 
subject  to  the  govcm- 
opeans.  Russia,  in  the 
England,  in  the  south, 
mense  tract  of  Asiatic 
Arabia,  is  dependant 
Of  Turkey,  we  gave  a 
380ciation  with  Greece. 
ins  little  to  recount,  in 
ts  of  the  last  year  or 
►ting  the  prosjress  of 
3e  war ;  the  existing 
«rcen  Russia  and  Pcr- 
been  described  in  the 
o  Russian  empire. 
nan  dominions  occupy 
jnt  of  territory,  on  the 
tiers  of  the  British  pos- 


sessions, in  India,  lying  betwixt 
them  and  China.  Their  whole 
male  population,  is  liable  to  be 
called  into  war.  Formerly,  the 
territory  of  this  empire,  consisted 
of  several  independent  states,  which 
were  afterwards  forcibly  united 
under  one  head,  by  conquest.  They 
had,  according  to  the  British  ac- 
counts,  much  annoyed  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  contiguous  British  fron- 
tiers, for  several  years ;  and  although 
warned  of  the  consequences,  would 
not  desist  from  acts  of  aggression. 
In  order  to  comprehend  the  origin 
of  the  wai;,  it  is  necessary  to  ex- 
plain the  relative  situation  of  the 
parties. 

The  eastern  frontier  of  Bengal, 
is  a  line  of  impenetrable  forest,  and 
hills,  affording  but  three  points  of 
communication  with  tlie  neighbor- 
ing nations.  Of  these,  the  northern- 
most, is  by  the  valley  of  the  large 
river  Brahmapootra,  known  as  the 
country  of  Assam  ;  the  next,  liv 
36 
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the  vaUey  of  the  Soonna,  called  the 
Cachar  country,  lying  contiguous 
to  the  district  of  Sylhet ;  and  the 
last,  next  the  sea  coast,  at  the 
southern  extremity  of  the  Chitta- 
gong,  where  the  British  territory  is 
divided  from  Arracan,  by  the  NaT, 
which  river  was,  repeatedly,  recog- 
nized, as  the  mutual  boundary 
there.  Arracan  had  been  con- 
quered, in  1783,  by  the  Bur- 
mese, who,  ever  since  the  establish- 
Qient  of  the  reigning  dynasty, 
under  Alompra,  in  the  middle  of 
the  last  century,  have  been  a  nation 
ef  conquerors. 

At  the  mouth  of  the  Naf,  lies  an 
alluvial  island,  which  is  nearest  to 
the  Bengal  side  of  the  river,  named 
Shapuree.  A  dispute  arising,  in 
regard  lo  the  property  of  this  insig- 
nificant islet,  it  was  claimed,  and 
occupied  by  the  British  authorities, 
for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the 
daim.  In  consequence  thereof,  and 
to  assert  the  right,  on  their  side, 
the  Burmese  landed  on  the  island, 
September  24th,  1 823,  and  expelled 
the  party  stationed  there,  killing 
some  of  the  soldiers. 

This  was  the  immediate  com- 
menc^nent  of  hostilities ;  for  no 
answer  was  vouchsafed  by  the 
court  of  Ava,  to  the  demand  of 
explanation,  made  by  the  company 
before  declaring  war.  Not  long 
afterwards,  the  Burmese  marched  a 
body  of  troops  into  Cachar,  a  petty 
state  protected  by  the  English.,  and 


occupied  a  post  within  a  lew  miles 
of  their  Sylhet  frontier.  At  tbe 
same  time,  they  planned  the  occu- 
pation of  Jyntea,  another  small 
state,  half  dependant  on  the  com- 
pany ;  but  tlir  advance  of  a  British 
force  prevented  its  execution. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  troops  of 
Burmah  and  Assam,  to  the  Bum- 
her  of  five  thousand,  fixed  their 
stations  at  Bickrampore,  and  erect- 
ed fortifications  of  palisades.  The 
British  attacked  them  without  de- 
lay; and,  at  first,  were  completely 
successful.  But  in  February,  they 
were  repulsed  with  loss,  in  an  at- 
tack upon  the  Burmese  stockade  at 
Doodpatlee. 

The  governor-general,  lord  Ain- 
herst,  now  deemed  it  neceasary  to 
make  a  formal  declaration  of  war 
against  the  king  of  Ava,  and  to 
chastise  the  aggressors  by  inva- 
sions of  their  own  territory.  The 
operations  of  the  war  being  earned 
on  in  several  quarters,  we  shall  con- 
fine the  main  narrative  to  the  prin- 
cipal ejq[>edition,  which  was  agdnst 
Rangoon ;  shortly  premising  the  in- 
cidents which  occurred  elsewhaie. 

Immediately  on  the  conunonee-. 
ment  of  the  war,  a  considenUe 
force,  under  general  M'Morine, 
penetrated  to  Gowahati,  the  c^ii- 
tal  of  Western  Assam,  and  com- 
pletely succeeded  in  repreesing  tbe 
Burmese  in  that  quarter.  Hie 
British  were  less  fortunate  in 
district   of    ChiUagong.      Tlwii 
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ShfoeB  wt^re  concentrated  upon  Ra-  atockades ;  and  almost  ihTariaUf 

moo,  which  the  Burmeae  attacked  successful   ones ;    but  no  sooner 

in  great  numbers,  and  after  carry-  were  the  Burmese  driven  ftom  one 

i  up  the  intrenchments,  dispersed  or  position,    than  they  fortified   an- 

cut  oiT  all  the  garrison,  posted  for  other  :  and  thus  the  timto  cbnthiaed 

clieir  defence.    This  e?ent  greatly  to  be  consumed  in  a  succession  of 

cmcouraged  the  Burmese,  although  petty  engagements,  which  it  f^ould 

^liej  did  not  advance  any  fiuiher  in  be  useless  to  describe  particularly. 

tliat  direction.  One  of  them  we  narrate,  as  a  little 

In  the  mean  time,  a  considera-  more  decisive  than  the  rest. 

ble    armament  was  assembled  in        Towards  the  end  of  June,  the 

Hf  ay,  at  Port  Ck»rnwa11is,  consist-  Burmese  ch^pf  received  orders  to 

ing'  of  naval  forces  under  commo-  make  a  general  attack  upon  the 

4ore   Grant,  and    military,    com-  British  line ;  and  his  troops  were 

s^amded  by  sir  Archibald  Camp-  observed  to  be  in  movement  for  two 

bell,    destined  for   Rangoon,  the  successive  days.     At  length,  a  body 

parincipal  sea  port  of  Ava.     They  of  twelve  thousand  meti  attacked 

Reached  this  place  in  a  few  days,  the  British  posts,  and  succeeded  in 

^nd  captured  it  without  the  loss  of  penetrating  between   two  of  the 

^  sivifle  man.     All  its  numerous  picqueta ;  but  were  soon  repulsed 

inhabitants  had  fled  precipitately  to  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and 

jungles,  at  the  news  of  the  ap-  driven  into  the  jungle.     About  the 

of  the  British  ;  and  not  a  same  time,  ton  stockades  were  ta- 

B^andred  men  were  found  in  the  km  from  them  in   a   single  day. 

I,  when  they  took   possession  These  successes  appear  to   have 

it.     A  large   quantity   of  ord-  hadtheeffcct,  of  producing  a  gene- 

>,  and  munitions  of  war,  was  ral  pause  in  the  operations  of  the 

Raptured  in  Rancroon ;  and  the  fall  Burmese. 

«f  jthe  place   was  deemed  highly        The  remainder  of  the  year  was 

Svnportant ;  but  the  Burmese  cx)n-  chiefly  occupied  by  expeditions  for 

ttnued  to  hover  around  the  British  the  destruction  of  stockades,  which 

C»titpo8t9,  and  maintained  a  desul-  led  to  no  important  result.     Owing 

I^Mry  and  harassing  contest,  without  to  the  character  of  the  country, 

ItHbrding  opportufiity  for  any  deci-  covered  with  jungle,  the  setting  in 

five  action.  of  rainy  weather,  and  the  difficulty 

Such  was  the  state  of  things  at  of  supplying  the  troops  with  suffi- 

^angoon  for  upwards  of  a  month,  cient  provisions,  general  Campbell 

Numerous  assaults  were  made  by  continued   his    head    quarters    at 

^p    British    upon    the     Burmese  Rangoon  through  the  season. 
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In  October,  an  expedition  was 
despatched  a||^inst  the  town  of 
Martaban,  and  the  possessions  of 
the  Burmese  on  the  I'cnassenm 
coast.  Here  the  British  arms  were 
completely  victorious.  Martaban, 
although  strongly  fortified,  was  ta- 
ken by  storm,  with  all  its  richly 
stored  magazines,  and  the  submis- 
sion of  the  whole  dependant  ter- 
ritory immediately  followed  ; — so 
that  the  provinces  of  Mergui,  Yeh, 
Tavoy,  Martaban,  and,  indeed,  the 
whole  coast,  from  Rangoon  east- 
ward, was  now  in  the  possession  of 
the  British.  The  islands  of  Che- 
duba,  on  the  Arracan  coast,  and  of 
Negrais,  at  the  moutli  of  the  river 
Jvawuddy,  had  already  been  cap- 
tured by  otlier  detachments  of  ge- 
neral CampbelPs  troops. 

During  these  operations,  the 
Burmese  had  been  assembling  the 
whole  force  of  the  empire.  A 
large  army,  said  to  consist  of 
50,000  men,  attacked  the  British 
position,  and  entrenched  them- 
selves along  general  Campbell's 
whole  front.  They  were  com- 
manded  by  Maha  Bundoola,  who 
selected  his  posts,  and  fortified 
them,  with  a  judgment,  in  pdint  of 
position,  which  would  have  done 
credit  to  the  engineers  of  the  most 
civilized  and  warlike  nations.  But 
liis  skill  was  unavailing,  when 
'  opposed  to  the  superior  discipline 
and  appointments  of  Europeans. 
He    was    assaulted    by    general 


CampbeU,  early  in  December, 
driven  from  post  to  post,  with  gretf  ji 
slaughter,  and  the  loss  of  two  hnn^n 
dred  and  forty  pieces  of  ordnaiic»« 
and  other  munitions  of  war,  in 
portion  ate  quantities.  Bundoot^ 
rallied  his  troops,  and  erected 
entrenchments ;  but  was 
routed,  with  the  loss  of  ^lis 
baggage,  and  much  of  his  nmrniwi 
nition. 

Previous  to  this,  general  Cftmi^fl 
bell  having  understood,  that 
governor  of  Syriam  was 
a  body  of  forces,  marched 
that    place,  which    the 
abandoned  on  the  first  aasaulL 

Such  were  the  operations  of  tLU 
main  body  of  the  British  ft 
On  tlie  Sylhet  frontier,  where  Ik 
tenant  colonel  Innes  rnmnnndfl»<Tl 
they  were  less  succcssfuL  TIeF 
Burmese  had  occupied  a 
position  at  Tiloayn,  from 
the  British  endeavored,  for 
time,  to  dislodge  them ;  and  M 
last,  they,  in  their  turn,  at 
the  Indian  forces  of  the  distfc" 
under  the  rajah  Gumbheer  Sin[ 
and  the  British  troops  then 
up  to  assist  their  allies,  were 
repulsed,  and  driven  back 
Budderporc. 

In  recurring  to  the 
mcnt  of  the  contest,  and  reco«Mt- 
ing  its  earlier  incidents,  altfaoa^il^ 
exceeding  our  limits,  we  IM^^ 
thought  we  should  be  perforuii^ 
an  acceptable  service,  being  tti**? 
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to  present  a  collected  view 

ntire  war. 

0118  to  beginning  the  cam- 

0  1825,  general  CampboU 
iumself,   to  inspire  the  in- 

8  of  the  country  with  con- 
in  the  Britis^^.  He  issued 
jnation  in  February,  invi- 
m  to  return  to  their  homes, 
mising  them  perfect  secu- 
eraon  and  property,  if  they 
d  peaceable,  and  supplied 
h  provisions  ;  for  which  he 

1  they  should  be  amply 
By  these  means,  he  induced 
Jbitants  to  return  to  Ran- 
I  considerable  numbers. 

;  preparations  were  now 
r  carrying  the  war,  farther 
I  interior  of  the  Burmese 
Lord  Amherst  began  to 
;  he  was  contending  witli 
lemptible  foe.  Their  pcr- 
■  attacks  on  the  British 
I,  their  skill  and  activity  in 
nee  of  fortification,  tlie  ch- 
16  hce  of  the  country, — all 
ited  to  render  tliis  a  more 
vtniggle,  tlian  tlie  company 
Ml  involved  in  for  many 
The  operations  of  the  war 
Bcessarily  expensive,  and, 
e,  excited  complaint  in  En- 
rhero  entire  confidence  was 
erally  felt,  in  tlie  capacity 
Amherst,  for  the  important 
>f  governor-general  of  In- 
Jthough  the  battles  witli  the 
e  were  not  attended  with 


great  loss,  yet  tlie  British  suffered 
much  fi'om  the  climate.  And  early 
in  tlie  war,  an  unfortunate  event 
occurred  at  Barrackpore,  where  a 
regiment  of  native  troops  refused 
to  march  on  this  service,  and  did 
not  submit,  until  they  were  fired 
upon  by  other  corps, — and  upwards 
of  100  men  killed.  Disturbances 
happened,  also,  in  other  parts  of 
the  company's  possessions;  the 
natives  appearing  to  tliink  the  En- 
glish were  engaged  in  a  war  of 
ambition  and  conquest,  rather  than 
of  justice  or  necessity.  All  these 
considerations  rendered  the  contest 
one  of  vital  importance  to  the 
company  ;  who,  had  they  failed  in 
it,  might  hi^ve  suffered  severely 
from  the  consequences. 

Sir  Archibald  CampbeU  recom- 
menced offensive  operations  in  Fe- 
bruary, his  ultimate  object  being 
the  capture  of  Prome.  Having 
dislodged  the  Burmese  from  their 
posts  on  the  Lyng  river,  prepara- 
tory to  marching  ;  general  Camp- 
bell moved  forward  to  Sorrawah, 
where  he  halted.  The  Carian  in- 
habitants of  the  country,  received 
him,  as  he  represents,  with  much 
satisfaction,  rejoicing  at  the  expul- 
sion of  the  Burmese,  and  assisting 
him  with  supplies  of  rice  and  buf- 
faloes, and  in  road-making.  He 
was  not  opposed  in  his  progress 
thus  far,  although  a  strong  division 
of  his  enemies,  under  Maha  Silwah, 
showed  a  disposition  to  sustain  an 
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attack  at  Mophi,  but  broke  up  on  part  of  the  British,  was  owinf  to 

hb  approach,  and  dispersed  into  a  the  use  of  shells  and  rockets,  widi 

close  jungle  in  the  rear.  which  they  did  great  execution. 

General  Campbell  halted  at  Sor-        It  would  be  tedious,  to  narrate  aD 

rawah,  to  await  the  issue  of  an  ex-  the  minor  operations  of  the  diflfer- 

pedition  of  the  river-column  against  ent  forces,  in  their  progress  up  the 

Donabew,  under  command  of  ge-  river.     Suffice  it  to  say,  that  gene- 

neral  Cotton.     Bundoola  had  as-  ral  Campbell  reached  Prome  to- 

semUed  there  a  force  of  30,000  wards  the  end  of  April,  which  he 

Burmese,  defended  by  strong  forti-  took  possessioii  of  without  fifing  a 

fications,  where  he  determined  to  shot,  the  Burmese  fearing  to  stand 

make  a  desperate  stand.    (General  his  approach.    ThefortifieatioiiBof 

Cotton  attacked  their  first  position  the  place  were  very  complele  ;  and 

at  a  pagoda,  and  after  an  obstinate  the  Burmese  had  skilfully  availed 

struggle,  carried  it ;  but  the  Bur-  themselves  of   the    great  natural 

mese  made  a  successful  resistance  strength  of  the  place,  to  eontraet 

'at  their  second  position,  and  re-  stockades;  which  surpassed,  bodi 

pulsed  the  British  with  great  loss,  in  materials  and  wwhrnanahip,  any 

General  Cotton   finding  that  his  thing  which  the  British  had  hitheiw 

force  was  insufficient  to  carry  the  to  encountered  in  the  eoontry.  Hie 

main    defences  of  the  Burmese,  town  was  burning  when  they  anisi^ 

even  should  he  take  their  second  ed  it,  having  been  set  onflnbythe 

position,  drew  off  his  forces,  and  Burmese  before  they  abaadoBed  it 
dropped  down  below  Donabew,  to        Here  the  British  reniainnd  do- 

wait  for  reinforcements.  ring  the  rainy  season.    The  mor- 

On  learning  the  state  of  things  tality  among  their  troops  was  eon- 

at  Donabew,  general  Campbell  re-  sideraMe  ;   the  inundation  of  the 

traced  his  steps  for  that  place,  and  country,  in  consequence    of  the 

opened     his    batteries     the    1st  rains,  producing  a  destnietive  epi- 

day  of  April.    The  next  day,  the  demic.    General  Campbell  fiioBd 

Burmese  retreated  to  the  jungle,  it  necessary  to  obtain  his  piovisieni 

^heartened  by  the  death  of  Maha  fitHn  Rangoon,  the  Burmese  Im- 

Bundoola,  who  was  killed  by  a  ving  wasted  the  country  along  the 

rocket ;  or,  as  some  accounts  say,  route  of  the  British  troops,  far  the 

by  the  explosion  of  a  shell.     Du-  purpose  of  distressing  them ;  in 

ring  the  siege,  the  Burmese  made  which  they  were  successful.     Nar 

several  bold  and  desperate  sorties,  did  they  leave  the  British  eamp  at 

but  were  uniformly  driven  back.  Prome    any    repose;    ineossantly 

Much  of  this  good  fortune  on  the  approaching  under  cover  of 
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imi  auaoying  the  British  in  Cachar.    The  ch^eU  there  ww 

f  attacks,  which  diminish-  to  penetrate  to  M unniporo,its  capi- 

rce  of  the  latter,  but  gave  lal,  which  was  eztremelj  desiraUe 

opportunity  of  striking  a  to  Gumbheer  Singh,  the  ngah  of 

lilow.    It  was  understood  Cachar.      But  the  natnre  of  the 

ce  Sarrawuddy,  with  the  country  waa  soch,  that  k  required 

of  his  people,  was  reti-  long  and  persevering  atfteaipta  to 

a  the  capital  of  the  em-  overcome  the  disadvantages  of  the 

troying  the  villages,  grain,  weather,  climate,  fi^e  of  the  coun- 

I,  which  lay  in  the  line  of  try,  and  scarcity  of  provisions. 

It.  Such  were  the  acquisitioas  and 

ime,  the  southeastern  di-  proceedings   of    this    eampaigo, 

*  the  army,  under  general  which,  inqportant  as  they    were, 

h|  undertook  the  conquest  still  left  the  war  midetennined.  The 

iUk;  which,  after  several  Burmans  had  thus  &r  contended 

i  engagements,  was  aban-  against    their    antagonists,     with 

Ikem  by  the  Burmese.  The  courage  worthy  of  better  fortune, 

his  large  city,  was  a  heayy  Their  feelingB  may  be  estimated  by 

the  latter :  beside  which,  means  of  an  anecdote  related  of 

Ml  army  appointed  for  its  Maha  Bundoola     When  sunrnion- 

hnaded  by  the  chief  Atown  ed  by  general  Cotton  to  surrender 

WIS  completely  dispersed.  Donabew,  he  sent  a  civil  but  mady 

Mted  or  carried  away  with  reply.     "^  We  are  each  fighting," 

■ever  all  their  valuables;  said  he,  ^ for  his  country.    You 

leaded  in  destroying  by  fire  will  find  me  as  steady  in  defending 

m  half  the  city,  two  days  the  liberties  of  mine,  as  you  in  ae- 

ame  into  the  hands  of  the  sorting  yours.     If  you  wish  to  see 

Here  the  quarters  of  the  Donabew,  come  as  friends,  and  I 

troops  were  fixed,  during  will  show  it  to  you.    If  you  come 

iauance  of  the  rainy  sea-  as  enemiea,  land ;  you  will  find  us 

ready,  and  we  will  see  which  are 

vam,  colonel  Richards  ob-  the  better  men !"    His  death  was 

iMOBiion  of  Rungpoore  by  deeply  Mt  by  his  countrymen,  over 

tioii ;     and    the    Burmese  whoni,  hia  talents  and  services  de- 

us  entirely  expelled  from  servedly  gave  him   great  ascend- 

fince ;  and  farther  opera-  ancy. 

ere  suspended  in  that  di-  However  barbarous  the  Burmese 

may  have  been,  it  is  impossible  to 

ing,  of  moment  was  efiected  deny  that  the  proceedings  of  the 
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British,  wear  much  the  aspect  of  the  armistice.  An  exchange  of 
ambition  to  conquer  another  Indian  prisoners,  was  one  of  the  condi- 
empire.     The  immediate  cause  of    tions  of  the  agreement 


the  war,  even  as  explained  by 
them,  was  rather  sUght ;  and  to 
this  it  should  be  added,  that  nearly 
an  our  knowledge  of  its  origin  or 
progress  is  derived  from  the  British 
alone.  Certain  it  is,  that,  even  in 
the  early  parts  of  the  contest,  the 
company  was  continually  calcula- 
ting the  benefit  derivable  from  pos- 
sessing the  important  sea  ports  and 
provinces,  which  they  had  conquer- 
ed, or  hoped  to  conquer,  from  the 
Buimans. 

We  have  already  alluded  to  the 
mortality,  which  prevailed  at 
Prome,  during  the  rainy  season.  It 
was  likewise,  very  great  at  Arra- 
can.  Almost  the  whole  army  ex- 
perienced its  effects.  A  mortality 
also  raged  among  the  horses,  and 
bullocks,  attached  to  the  army.  But 
towards  the  month  of  August,  the 
health  of  the  troops,  and  cattle, 
began  to  improve,  and  all  were  an- 
ticipating the  events  of  the  ap- 
proaching campaign ;  when,  sud- 
denly, the  negociation  of  an  armi- 
stice, opened  a  prospect  of  peace. 

The  armistice  was  concluded  at 
Meeaday,  in  September,  and  was 
to  last  for  a  month.  A  line  of  de- 
markation,  across  the  Irrawuddy, 
was  agreed  upon,  and  each  party 
stipulated,  not  to  cross  it ;  and  also, 
to  suspend   hostilities,   upon   the 


Commissioners,  on  the  part  of  the 
British,  and  Burmese,  met,  Octo- 
ber 2d,  to  discuss  the  prelimina- 
ries of  the  peace.  As  the  British 
demanded  a  large  cession  of  terri- 
tory, and  indemnification,  for  the 
expenses  of  the  war,  the  Burmese 
requested  the  prolongation  of  the 
armistice,  until  November,  to  give 
them  opportunity  of  consulting 
their  court.  Arrangements,  were 
accordingly  made,  for  transferring 
the  negotiations  to  Ummerapoora, 
in  the  confidence  of  eflfecting  a 
peace. 

This  expectation  was  destined 
to  be  disappointed.  Just  after  the 
expiration  of  the  period  appointed, 
for  the  first  armistice,  bands  of 
Burmese  passed  the  line  c£  de- 
markation,  and  plundered  the  villa- 
ges within  the  British  limits.  Re- 
monstrances being  made  to  the 
Burmese  chie&,  they  retorted,  in 
complaints  of  the  insincerity  of  the 
British ;  and  did  not  doiy,  that  a 
large  force  was  advancing  upon 
Prome,  to  intercept  the  progress 
of  sir  Archibald  Campbell.  Their 
aim  apeared  'to  be,  to  cut  off  the 
communication  between  Prome, 
and  Rangoon,  from  whence  all 
supplies  were  obtained  ;  and  at  the 
same  time,  to  make  a  desperate 
attempt  to  take  the  British  anoy 


frontiers,  until  the  termination  of    by  surprise. 
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[Jampbell  foresaw  their 
prepared  to  defeat  it. 
»y  sending  detachments, 
some  Burmese  troops, 
I  to  be  troublesome  to 
camp.  Most  of  these 
issful  ;  but  one,  com- 
Bolonel  M' Do  wall,  was 
id  sustained   a    heavy 

rwards,  the  main  army 
lese,  divided  into  three 
iflting  of  50,000  men, 

in  the  vicinity  of 
(nded  in  a  line  across 
ddy,  and  fortified  by 
enchments  along  the 
iTdl  Campbell  attacked 
)  corps,  December  1st, 

all  his  forces,  drove 
leir  stockades,  with  the 
ir  commander,  Maha 
Dd  all  their  guns  and 
e  next  day,  he  attacked 
corps,  and  pushed  the 
oops  on,  from  hill  to 
point  of  the  bayonet, 
le  of  the  position  was 
Bsion.  On  the  fourth 
.  Cotton  assaulted,  and 
emaining  position ;  and 
5  were  now  completely 
lispersed. 

Campbell  immediately 
»  Meeaday,  which  he 
ated  by  the  Burmese, 
and  dying,  were  scat- 
[    the    whole    line    of 

He  reached  the  place. 


on  the  17tfa,  and  after  a  short 
stay,  marched  on  to  Melloon, 
which  was  occupied  by  the  enemy ; 
their  army  being  assembled,  within 
the  defences,  and  the  river  being 
covered  with  war  boats.  Here, 
overtures  of  peace  were  again 
made,  and  hostilities  immediately 
ceased. 

These  overtures  ended  in  a 
treaty,  signed  by  British  and  Bur- 
mese commissioners,  January  dd, 
1826,  to  be  ratified  by  the  king  of 
Ava,  within  fifteen  days.  Sir  A. 
Campbell  was  now  perfectly  satis- 
fied of  the  sincerity  of  the  Bur- 
mese ;  but  at  the  expiration  of  the 
time  agreed  on,  the  Burmese  asked 
for  an  extension  ;  and  suspicions 
again  arose,  that  they  were  only 
seeking  to  entrap  the  British.  Ge- 
neral Campbell  instantly  demanded 
the  evacuation  of  Melloon,  as  a 
preliminary  condition  of  the  exten- 
sion. 

On  the  refiisal  of  the  Burmese^ 
he  made  immediate  preparations 
for  assaulting  the  place.  The  Bur- 
mese, on  their  side,  had  not  been 
idle ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  con- 
structed extensive  works,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  former  entrenchments. 
Nevertheless,  the  British  carried 
Melloon  by  assault,  inflicting  upon 
the  Burmese,  a  severe  loss  in  men, 
and  capturing  a  large  quantity  of 
stores,  ordnance,  munitions,  and 
specie. 

After  a  short  d^y,  sir  Ardiibald 
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itinued  his  advance,  meeting 
Ch  no  opposition  from  the  Bur- 
tese,  who  concentrated  their 
MTces  in  a  strong  post  at  Pagam- 
aew,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
milea  from  the  capital.  Here  he 
arrived  February  8th,  and  the  next 
day  had  a  general  engagement  with 
the  Burmese,  which  ended  in  their 
total  defeat ;  their  works  being  ta- 
ken l^  storm ;  and  their  troops 
drifeo  fi^m  the  town  at  the  point 
of  file  bayonet.  The  victory  was 
oon^te.  On  this  occasion,  the 
Buroiese  executed  some  bold  ma- 
noMifres,  planned  with  great  judg- 
ment; and  their  signal  discomfi- 
ture finished  the  war. 

Continuing  his  march,  general 
Campbell  arrived  at  Yandaboo, 
al)0ut  forty-five  miles  distant  from 
the  capital,  where  he  was  met  by 
the  Burmese  ministers,  fully  em- 
powered to  conclude  a  treaty,  ac- 
cording to  the  proposed  conditions. 
The  king  of  Ava  renoimced  all 
claims  upon  Assam,  Cachar,  and 
Jyntea  ;  and  engaged  to  recognize 
Gumbheer  Singh  as  rajah  of  Mun- 
niporo.  He  ceded  to  the  British 
government  the  whole  of  Arracan, 
including  Ramree,  Cheduba,  and 
Sandowey;  and,  also,  the  pro- 
vinces of  Yeh,  Tavoy,  Mergui,  and 
Tenasserim,  with  all  their  depend- 
encies. Finally,  he  stipulated  to 
pay  a  crore  of  rupees,  (about  a 
million  sterling,)  as  an  indemnity 
for  the  expenses  of  the  company, 


and  paid  down  twenty-five  lacs, 
the  first  instalment  under  the 
treaty. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  this  ar- 
rangement, the  British  troops  im- 
mediately retrograded  to  Rangoon 
from  whence,  that  wreck  of  a  once 
fine  army,  which  sickness  and  mx 
had  spared,  was  subsequently  re- 
cmbarkcd  for  Calcutta  and  Ma- 
dras. 

Thus   terminated  the  Burmese 
war,  as  every  previous  war  in  the 
East  Indies  had  ended,  in  a  large 
accession  of  valuable  territory  Iol 
the  British  empire.     It  may  be^ 
and  it  probable  is,  true,  that  the 
king  of  Ava  conducted  with  unbe- 
coming insolence,   in  his  deport- 
ment towards  the  British.    Certain 
it  is,  also,  that  difTicidties  in  that 
quarter,  had  long  been  apprehend- 
ed by  the  servants  of  the  company. 
Still,  nothing  but  the  necessity  o€ 
protecting  their  frontier,  could  jus- 
tify them  in  a  sudden  declaration 
of  war,  for  so  sUght  a  cause  as  the- 
occupation  of    Shapuree    by   the 
Burmese,  the  title  to  which  was 
fairly  disputable.     Indeed,  some  of 
the  British  journals  are  wiUing  to 
admit,  that  this  was  little  better 
than  a  pretext  to  repress  the  in* 
solence  of  the  Burmans,   and  ac* 
quire  a  new  barrier  on  the  east- 
ward of  Bengal. 

It  is  now  generally  agreed,  thaf 
lord   Amherst   did  not  fairly  ap 
preciate  the  resources  of  the  Bw 
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N*  tlie  Jiazards  of  war  with 
Had  he  done  so,  he  ccr- 
Fould  have  tried  t!ie  effect 
3tiation,  before  be  hastily  in- 
the  heart  of  a  country,  so 
rious,  and  so  easily  cfefend- 
«  warlike  iniiabitants.  The 
tailed  a  vast  train  of  suifer- 
m  the  misguided  Burmans  ; 
18  most  destructive  to  the 
themselves,  sliul  up  for  two 
I  ia  the  midst  of  devouring 
ice,  and  incessantly  harass- 
L  persevering  enemy. 
t  to  tbe  Burmese  war,  no 
t  in  the  recent  history  of  the 
[ndies,  is  more  important 
e  disturbances  in  upper  In- 
lowed  by  the  reduction  of 
mg  fortress  of  Bhurtpore. 
place  had  been  thoroughly 
I  by  a  former  rajah  ;  and 
leemed  impregnable  by  the 
in  that  quarter  of  India, 
wrt  of  rallying  point  for  the 
ted.  In  1803,  the  rajah 
t  Singh,  acted  in  concert 
olkar,  and  openly  defied  the 
Lord  Lake  endeavored 
ice  the  city  at  that  time  ; 
3  obliged  to  retreat,  with 
•ss  of  reputation.  Of  course, 
ever  since  been  regarded 
t  evil  eye  by  the  company's 
s.  An  opportunity  was  of- 
liem  to  redeem  their  credit, 
following  occasion. 
jems  that  the  rajah  Bulder 
who  died  in  Orlober.  lP.2n, 


left  an  heir,  only  seven  years  of 
age.  Taking  advantage  of  the 
young  rajah^s  minority,  his  cousin 
forcibly  usurped  possession  of  the 
regency.  He  did  this  in  open  defi- 
ance of  the  British  authority,  and  bis 
followers  committed  many  disorders 
in  the  neighborhood,  which  ren- 
dered the  interposition  of  the  com- 
pany requisite.  The  usurper, 
Doorjun  Sal,  rejected  all  proposals 
of  accommodation,  and  filled  the 
neighboring  chiefs  with  a  spirit  of 
turbulence  and  disorder.  These 
events  formed  sufficient  cause  to 
call  the  British  anns  into  action. 

Accordingly,  in  I>ecember,  1826, 
the  commander-in-chief,  lord  Cam- 
bermere,  marched  against  Bhurt- 
pore with  a  large  force,  and  after 
some  skirmishes  before  the  city, 
commenced  the  siege  of  it  in  form. 
This  celebrated  fortress,  the  ne 
plus  ultra  of  lord  Lake's  progress 
many  years  before,  was  esteemed 
stronger  than  any  yet  attacked  in 
India.  Although  well  garrisoned 
and  defended,  it  was  taken  by 
storm,  January  18th,  1826,  afler 
a  brave  resistance.  Doorjun  Sal, 
his  family  and  army,  were  made 
prisoners  ;  and  an  immense  booty 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  captors, 
who  effectually,  and  speedily  re- 
stored peace  in  that  quarter,  form- 
ally establishing  the  young  rajah. 

Of  various  disturbances  among 
the  barbarous  chiefi  of  northern 
India,  as  well  as  in  the  British  In- 
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dia,  we  deem  it  unnecessary  to  re- 
late the  history.  Wherever  the 
British  extended  their  influence, 
their  superiority  over  the  native  in- 
habitants of  the  soil  was  ^nerally 
apparent,  and  enabled  them,  of 
course,  to  increase  their  ascenden- 
cy, and  the  hmits  of  their  empire. 
It  was  far  otherwise  with  the 
king  of  the  Netherlands^  possess- 
ions in  the  Indian  Archipelago. 
Their  finances  are  represented  as 
being  much  embarrassed  ;  and  re- 
bellions were  continually  breaking 
out  among  the  natives,  which  fully 
employed  the  military  force  of  the 
Europeans.  These  disturbances 
were  the  most  serious  in  the  island 
of  Java.  Such  was  the  nature  of 
the  country,  that,  although  con- 
tinually victorious  in  almost  every 
engagement,  the  Dutch  could  not 
wholly  subdue  the  insurgents,  who. 


when  beaten,  dispersed  into  their 
fastnesses,  which  were  impregna- 
ble to  regular  troops.  Of  course, 
the  war  made  slow  progress  ;  the 
natives  never  failing  to  harass  the 
Dutch,  whenever  a  favorable  occa- 
sion occurred.  At  the  very  latest 
accounts  firom  Java,  the  affairs  of 
the  colony  were  in  a  most  deplora- 
ble state  ;  the  Dutch  being  almost 
overmastered  by  the  insurgents, 
who  every  day  gathered  greater 
boldness  and  strength  fi'om  their 
own  success,  and  the  declining  au* 
thority  of  the  Europeans. 

To  give  a  digested  narrative  of 
these  incidents,  or  of  the  wars  and 
political  commotions  among  the  in- 
habitants of  other  parts  of  Asia, 
would  be  impossible ;  and,  if  prac- 
ticable, incapable  of  aflfording  any 
valuable  information. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 


rC-A. — Arabs  in  Africa — Slave  Trade — Askaniee  Wars — Mo" 
\fh^Barbary  Potters — E^p^ — Ri^  cfHohammed  AU — Conquers 
Ua — Sennaar^  Sfc  — Policy  and  Government  of  Mohammed  Alu 


he  recent  history  of  Africa, 
■re  several  things,  which  oc- 

0  prominent  a  place  in  our 
aration,  that  we  shall  devote 
iter  to  them,  although  not  all 
rely  a  narrative  character, 
ig  over  the  petty  oppressions 

1  Charles  Somerset,  the  go- 
r  oC  the  English  colony,  at 
pe  of  Good  Hope,  which  have 
iaiuch  feeling  in  England, 
B  of  no  moment  to  Ameri- 
we  shall  fix  our  attention  up- 
B  present  state  of  the  slave 
mud  in  connection  with  it,  the 
)f  the  Ashantees  ;  and  after 
'  touching  upon  the  history 
I  Moorish  and  Barbary  states 
Hca,  conclude  with  an  ac- 
of  the  new  empire  of  Egypt, 
i  singular  ruler. 

izt  to  the  fertile,  but  now 
d  regions  of  Greece,  and  the 
Asia,  no  part  of  the  world 
I  more  deplorably  under  the 
ities  of  bad  government,  and 
■  political  institutions,  than 
u  The  religion  of  Mahomet 
I,  at  least.,  in  modern  times. 


to  wither  the  freshness,  and  destroy 
the  prosperity  of  every  land  which 
it  touches.  Destructive  as  were 
the  ravages  of  the  northern  barba- 
rians, who  subdued  and  dismem- 
bered the  Roman  empire ;  still  the 
Gothic  and  Germanic  nations  ap- 
pear to  have  possessed  the  seeds  of 
civilization,  which,  in  the  happy 
climes  of  the  south,  graduaUy, 
produced  the  noble  fruits  of  re- 
finement, learning,  humanity,  and 
freedom.  But  the  Saracens  swept 
over  the  regions  they  conquered, 
like  a  blast  from  the  deeert.  Save 
the  short  lived  splendor  of  some  of 
the  eastern  and  western  caliphs, 
the  history  of  the  Turkish  and 
Arab  governments  is  the  history  of 
obstinate  bigotry,  of  ineurabfe  bar- 
barism, of  uncalculating  tyranny, 
which  destroys  the  subject  on  v^iidi 
it  exercises  authority. 

In  Africa,  countries,  which  once 
boasted  all  the  riches  of  cuhured 
life, — whose  fertility  made  them 
tlie  granary  of  Europe, — ^now 
scarcely  afford  scanty  subsistence 
to  a  few  wandering  tribes.     Gy* 
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rene  is  no  more,  and  the  maritime 
glory  of  Carthage  has  yielded  place 
to  here  and  tlierc  an  aggregation 
of  pirates,  who  Hve  by  licentious 
plunders  of  tiie  Christians  naviga- 
ting the  Mediterranean,  or  dwell- 
ing on  its  shores.  From  Egypt 
on  the  east,  and  Barbary  on  the 
north,  the  Arabs  have  penetrated 
into  the  interior  of  the  vast  conti- 
nent, the  great  store-house  of  the 
negro  slaves, — aficina  gentium^ — 
who  cultivate  the  soil  of  tropical 
America.  To  the  Arabs,  in  the 
first  instance,  it  is  probable,  the 
introduction  of  the  pernicious  traf- 
fic in  black  slaves,  is  to  be  ascri- 
bed. The  indefatigable  exertions 
of  English  travellers  is  beginning 
to  lift  the  veil  from  extensive  re- 
gionS)  which,  at  some  future  day, 
may  be  raised  to  a  participation  in 
the  blessings  of  civilized  existence, 
and  of  Christianity. 

Europeans  have  now  acquired  a 
permanent  footing  at  the  cape,  and 
on  the  western  coast  of  Africa.  By 
means  of  their  colonies,  the  £n- 
giish  can  act  upon  tlie  interior  to 
advantage.  And  that  point,  it  is 
beginning  to  be  understood,  is  the 
true  one  to  be  aimed  at,  in  order 
to  accomplish  their  designs,  which, 
if  not  disinterested,  are  certainly 
beneficial.  They  must  subvert  the 
-power  of  the  Mahometans,  and  in- 
troduce a  better  influence  over  the 
blacks,  than  that  of  the  barbarous 


Arabs,  in  order  to  strike  at  tlie 
root  of  the  slave  trade. 

The  United  States  and  England 
have  sincerely  persevered  in  their 
exertions,  to  abolish  this  inhuman 
traffic.  Our  own  law  is  severe 
against  the  slave  trader  ;  and  our 
cruisers  on  the  coast  of  Africa  have 
been  actively  employed  in  honest 
exertions  to  arrest  offenders.  The 
efforts  of  England,  abo,  have  been 
remarkably  exemplary,  and  mainly 
effected  tlie  many  treaty  stipula- 
tions, which  denounce  the  traffic. 

The  Spanish  American  states 
have,  in  this  respect,  been  true  to 
the  principles  of  liberty  which  they 
profess  : — having  prohibited  the 
slave  trade,  and  readily  entered  into 
engagements  for  its  suppression. 
But  Brazil, — that  government 
which  stands  alone  in  America,  an 
hereditary  monarchy  in  the  midst 
of  free  states, — Brazil,  which  is 
now  engaged  in  a  war  of  invasion 
against  Buenos  Ayres,  and  violates 
so  many  principles  of  international 
law,  in  the  mode  of  prosecuting 
it, — Brazil  sanctions  and  protects 
the  slave  trade.  The  Portuguese 
arc  tlie  only  people,  of  all  civilized 
nations,  ^^  who  class  the  purchase 
of  our  fellow  creatures  among  the 
ordinary  modes  of  lawfiil  com- 
merce." 

As  to  Portugal  herself,  the  pa- 
rent country,  now  that  Brazil  is  in- 
dependent of  her^  she  has  no  iiit<'- 
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the  conunuance  of  the  slave 
Her  ministry  have  express- 
ndiness  to  aid  in  its  total 
o;  and  the  constitutional 
ment  being  entirely  depend- 
r  its  very  being,  on  En- 
there  is  no  douht  she  will 
his  sacrifice  to  humanity. 
Portuguese  have  consented 
Mfuish  the  slave  trade  north 
ine ;  but  the  Brazillians  are 
iiibit  of  constantly  evading 
•ty,  and  this  with  the  con- 
s  of  Don  Pedro's  govem- 
They  fictitiously  give  to 
aorth  of  the  line,  names  of 
to  the  south  ;  and  thus,  un- 
nr  of  false  papers  and  fabri- 
lOf-books,  they  securely  pur- 
I  Imde  wherever  they  please. 
^  in  the  year  18^6,  the  king 
iia^  influenced  by  tl\e  duke 
mtado,  consented  to  the  arti- 
tbb  treaty  of  1807,  for  pre- 
l  the  prosecution  of  the  {hif- 
lach  confidence  is  reposed 
umrances  of  the  duke,  that 
aty  shall  be  faithfully  obser- 
eonsequence  of  his  charac- 
integrity  and  honesty.  It 
Ml  communicated  to  the  cap- 
neral  of  Cuba,  and  it  is  to  be 
it  will  prove  effectual.  But 
inish  authority  hangs  loosely 
the  local  officers  at  Cuba. 
ler  they  will  be  disposed 
mply  with  orders,  which 
t  with  their  interest,  is  some- 
roblematical.     Hitherto,  the 


slave  trade  has  been  carried  on  there 
to  a  shameful  extent ;  the  members 
of  the  local  government  having 
been,  as  Mr.  Canning  affirms, 
largely  concerned  in  it  theroselres. 

The  French,  however,  are  the/ 
great  slave  carriers  of  the  Antilles. 
Afler  all  the  engagements  solemnly 
made,  and  often  repeated  l^  the 
French  government,  stiU  the  inade- 
quacy of  their  law,  leaves  room  for 
constant  violations  of  it  with  ina- 
nity. Their  naval  officers  are  not, 
in  general,  disposed  to  do  their  da* 
ty.  The  French  laws  punish  the 
offence  only  wilh  confiscatioQ  of 
the  vessel ;  without  causing  any 
ignominy  or  personal  puni8hment,to 
attach  to  the  individual  engaged  in 
the  trade.  And  as  the  profits  of  a 
a  successful  voyage  are  sufficient 
to  insure  against  the  risk  of  cap- 
ture, of  course,  men  and  capital 
enough  are  found  ^ady  to  embark 
in  it  Nantz  is  the  emporium  of 
the  trade.  Within  the  last  year^ 
however,  public  opinion  began  to 
act  upon  this  subject.  The  mer- 
chants and  bankers  of  Paris,  haTe 
called  the  attention  of  their  legisla- 
ture to  it  by  petitions ;  in  which  they 
speak  freely  and  boldly  of  the  bare- 
faced proceedings  of  the  Nantz 
dealers.  Abolition  societies,  like- 
wise, are  getting  mto  operation; 
which  will  exercise  a  salutary  influ- 
ence on  the  public  mind.  And 
some  check  was  put  upon  the  busi- 
ness, by  the  seizure  and  confisca- 
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tiofi  of  a  slave  vessel  called  the  always  ending  in  territorial  aggrau- 

Deux  Nantais ;  which  necessarily  dizement. 

attracted  attention,  and  made  the  Our  own  times  have  witnessed 

circumstances  more  notorious.  the  rise  of  a  new  power,   on  the 

Such    persevering   exertions  as  western  shores  of   Africa,  the  ex- 

those  of  England,  to  abolbh  the  tensive  kingdom  of  Ashantee.   Be- 

alave  trade,  backed  by  her  maritime  ing  decidedly  superior  to  the  sur- 

power,  and  her  weight  in  the  great  rounding  savages,  in  bravery,  and 

&inily  of  nations,  cannot  fail  to  be  policy,  they  conquered,  successive- 

eventually  crowned  with  success,  ly,  the  intervening  tribes,  between 

Much  as  her  negotiations  with  Eu-  them  and  the  maritime  districts,  and 

ropean,    and    American    powers,  then  threatened  to  become  formi- 

have  accomplished,  we  anticipate  dable  to  the  English  factories  on 

still  happier  results,  from  what  she  the  Gold  Coast.    The  Ashantees, 

may  do,  in  the  interior  of  Africa  came  directly  in  contact  with  the 

itself.  Elsewhere,' and  in  other  con-  latter,  early  in  this  century,  by  their 

tinents,  it  has  been  observed,  that,  invasion    and    conquest,    of     the 

owing  to  the  benign  influences  of  Fantee  territory,  in  which  the  fiu:- 

commerce,    civilization    produces  tories  were  established. 

the  most  striking  effects,  near  the  Since  that  time,  the  various  tribes 

sea  coast,  and  gradually  spreads  to  on  the  coast  have  been  divided  be- 

the  interior.    In  Africa,  it  is  other-  tween   two  interests,  that  of  the 

wise  ;  but  when  a  stop  is  put  to  conquering  Ashantees,  in  the  inte- 

the  slave  trade,  and    its  baneful  rior,  and   of  the   Fantees,    next 

consequences,  degraded  Africa  will  the     coast,     whose    standard    is 

no  longer  have  cause  to  dread,  and  the    raUying    point,   of   all,  who 

deplore,  the  spirit  of  commerce.  seek  to   shake  off  the  Ashantee 

Circumstances  of  very  recent  yoke.  Unfortunately,  the  English 
occurrence,  promise  to  facihtate  suffered  themselves  to  get  entan- 
the  attempts  of  the  English,  to  gled  in  the  disputes  between  the 
push  their  influence  into  the  in-  nations  around  them  ;  and  still  more 
tenor.  These,  we  now  proceed  to  unfortunately,  sided  with  the  Fan- 
relate  ;  observing,  however,  as  we  tees,  and  their  confederates,  re- 
we  pass,  that,  in  Africa,  as  every  volted  subjects  of  Ashantee.  Af- 
where  else,  the  commercial  enter-  ter  some  indecisive  skirmishes,  the 
prises  of  the  English  are  continually  whole  force  of  Ashantee,  in  1824, 
made  the  pretext  for  wars,  begin-  moved  down  upon  Cape  Coast, 
ning,  often,  in  shght  causes,  but  where  sir  Charles  McCarthy,  com- 
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ind  totally  defeated,  and 
the  Englisb  troops. 
a  over  intervening  in- 
» come  to  their  late  sig- 
mfiture.  The  warlike 
I,  who  had  thus  success- 
inded  with  the  English, 
nay,  tliereforc,  be  readily 
I  vastly  too  powerful, 
le  neighboring  tribes  of 
withstand,  unaided.  Not 
ith  their  past  successes, 
Lged  in  new  expeditions, 
progress  of  these  barba- 
I  happily  arrested,  by  a 
ittle,  fought  in  August 
Jch  the  British,  and  their 
le  off  completely  victori- 
i  force  of  the  Ashantees, 
)f  20,000  men,  who  con- 
\h  the  greatest  bravery, 
t  length  beaten,  after  an 
struggle,  in  which,  one 
their  number  perished, 
somfiture  was,  in  a  con- 
degree,  attributable  to 
tion  done  among  them 
,  whose  novelty,  hissing 
fatal  effects,  astonished 
edthem.  Many  of  their 
nen  perished ;  and  their 
sererely  wounded.  His 
camp,  and  several  of  his 
h  a  rich  booty,  fell  into 
of  the  British.  In  the 
I  found  the  head  of  sir 
I'Carthy,  carefully  pre- 
mL  wrapped  up  as  a 
i  is  presumed,  that  this 


total  defeat  has  so  effectually  broke 
the  power  of  the  Ashantees,  as  to 
leave  the  British  and  their  allies  on 
the  Gold  Coast,  no  &rther  cause 
of  apprehension  at  present. 

In  Morocco,  the  most  remarka- 
ble event  has  been^e  prevalence 
of  a  species  of  epidemic,  whose  rava- 
ges have  been  extremely  fatal.  It 
is  said,  that  200,000  persons  pe- 
rished, in  the  course  of  five  months, 
ending  May,  1826.  There  were 
38,000  deaths  in  Fez  alone.  The 
mortality  was  ascribed  to  a  failure 
of  crops;  in  consequence  of  a 
drought  of  three  years*  duration, 
which  dried  up  Uie  rivers  and 
springs.  Their  cattle  dying  from 
want  of  herbage,  the  wretched 
Arabs  flocked  down  from  the  inte- 
rior, to  the  sea  ports  on  the  Bar- 
bary  coast,  bringing  along  with 
them  disease  and  famine. 

Nothing  in  the  history  of  the 
other  Arab  powers  in  Africa,  de- 
serves to  be  mentioned,  miless  it  be 
the  piracies  of  Algiers.  A  war 
broke  out  in  1826,  between  Al- 
giers and  Spain,  in  consequence  of 
the  neglect  of  Spain  to  pay  its  sub- 
sidy. The  Algerine  cruisers,  not 
content  with  capturing  such  Spa- 
nish merchantmen  as  they  met,  de- 
scended upon  the  coast,  and  made 
captives  of  a  considerable  number 
of  inhabitants.  Spain  is  one  of 
the  few  remaining  nations  who 
yet  continue  tributary  to  the  Bar- 
bary  power?.    The  United  Stalw* 
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Bet  the  example  of  chastising,  in- 
stead of  subsidizing,  them  ;  and 
England,  the  Netherlands,  Naples, 
and  France,have  followed  this  exam- 
ple, and  obtained  security  by  treaty. 
Russia,  Austria,  Tuscany,  and  Prus- 
sia have  Ictteff  of  protection  from 
the  Porte.  Other  states,  among 
whom  is  Rome,  are  in  the  prac- 
tice of  making  presents,  in  place 
of  a  regular  tribute ;  and  the  Al- 
gerines  have  recently'  captured 
some  Roman  vessels,  probably 
owing  to  an  omission  of  the  usual 
presents.  Differences  arising  from 
causes  of  this  kind,  have,  also, 
occurred  between  other  Barbary 
states,  and  some  of  their  tributaries. 

Egypt  is  a  department  of  the 
Turkish  empire ;  but  its  obedience 
to  the  Porte,  is  little  else  than  a 
nominal  recognition  of  sovereignty. 
The  talents  and  fortune  of  a  single 
individual,  have  enabled  him  not 
only  to  obtain  the  absolute  -govern- 
ment of  Egypt,  but  to  subject  Ara- 
^  bia  and  Candia  to  his  authority. 
And  should  he  succeed  in  conquer- 
ing the  Greeks,  he  may  become  a 
dangerous  rival,  rather  than  the 
useful  subject,  of  the  sultan. 

Mohammed  Ali,  the  pacha  of 
Egypt,  is  an  obscure  soldier  of 
fortune  ;  whose  original  elevation 
was  owing  to  his  adroitness  in 
taking  advantage  of  the  chances 
of  war,  to  promote  his  own  aggrand- 
izement. He  was  bom  at  Cavale, 
in  Romelia,  in  the  year  1769 ;  and 


previous  to  the  commencement  of 
his  military  career,  was  engaged  in 
the  tobacco  trade  ;  which  circum- 
stance probably  produced  the  ten- 
dency to  commercial  speculation, 
by  which  he  has  been  subsequently 
distinguished.  When  thePorte  made 
war  on  the  French  in  Egypt,  Mo- 
hammed Ali  accompanied  the  expe- 
dition, and  attained  the  rank  of 
bin-baschi,  or  colonel,  during  the 
operations  before  Aboukir.  In  the 
rapid  succession  of  battles,  skir- 
mishes, intrigues,  and  civil  conuno- 
tions,  which  ensued,  he  managed 
to  gain  an  ascendancy  over  the  va- 
rious parties,  which  agitated  the 
country ;  and,  at  length,  was  deem- 
ed deserving  the  title  of  pacha. 
Not  satisfied  with  this,  he  incited 
the  soldiery  to  revolt  from  the 
Turkish  governor  of  Egypt,  Thou- 
schid-Pacha,  and  to  demand  the 
government  for  himself,  as  the  only  - 
person  capable  of  restoring  and 
maintaining  order.  Accordingly,  . 
in  1805,  he  was  invested  with  the 
government  of  Egypt,  by  an  order 
from  the  Porte. 

During  the  subsequent  years, 
Mohammed  Ali  was  engaged  in  a 
conflict  with  the  mamelukes,  who, 
on  the  expulsion  of  the  French, 
endeavored  to  regain  their  ancient 
power.  In  1807,  the  English,  be- 
ing at  war  with  Turkey,  sent  a 
body  of  troops  to  assbt  the  mame- 
lukes ;  but  Mohammed  Ali  was 
fortunate  enough  to  separate  the 
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om  liieir  allies,  and  thus  to 
h  both,  [n  tlie  mean  time, 
lived  orders  from  the  Porte 
sb  against  the  Wahabees ; 
ire  fast  extending  their  con- 
all  over  Arabia,  and  had 
tely  overthrown  tlie  Turk- 
lority  in  that  country.  But 
tnsive  that  the  beys  might 
ring  his  absence,  he  deter- 

0  free  himself  from  all  ap- 
ion  on  that  score,  by  the 
nation  of  the  whole  body  of 
nelukes  and  their  adherents. 

artfully  decoyed  the  chief 

them  into  his  power,  on  a 

assurance    of  safety    and 

he  caused  them  all  to  be 

sd  by  a  general  and  simul- 

1  massacre.  Afler  this  fero- 
id  infamous  act,  which  was 
ited  in  1 8 11 ,  he  organized 
tg  expedition  against  the 
9e8,  under  the  command  of 
s ;    totally  subverted   their 

and  made  himself  undis- 
naster  of  Arabia. 
iiing  his  successes,  in  1820 
tmed  Aii  attacked  and  con- 
Nubia,  Sennaar,  and  Ker- 
though  not  without  the  loss 
ion  Ishmael,  the  command- 
le  expedition.  These  pro- 
are  now  half  depopulated, 

great  number  of  inhabit- 
irhoni  Mohammed  Ali  has 
d^  and  transported  to  Egypt, 
>ly  his  armies.  With  these 
y  peopfe.  he    commeDced 


the  organization  of  infantry,  disci- 
plined, in  all  respects,  according  to 
European  principles ;  and  has  con- 
tinued to  reinforce  it,  either  by  le- 
vies there,  or  by  conscription  of 
the  felhas  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile. 
He  selected  his  officers  from  among 
the  Turks,  or  the  Ge6rgian  slaves 
introduced  by  the  mamelukes,  who 
were  drilled  by  colonel  S^ve,  a 
renegado,  and  formerly  one  of  Bo- 
naparte's officers,  now  caUed  So- 
liman  bey.  Seve  was  assisted  by 
a  number  of  other  officers  of  the 
French  army,  enlisted  in  this  ser- 
vice, through  the  agency  of  Dro- 
vette,  the  French  consul  in  Egypt, 
— but  employed  solely  as  instruct- ' 
ors. 

Such  are  the  forces,  which  make 
Mohammed  Ah  so  formidable  to 
his  neighbors,  and  so  powerful  a 
coadjutor  of  the  sultan,  in  his  ex- 
ertions to  reduce  the  Greeks.  For 
an  account  of  his  operations  in 
Greece,  we  refer  to  the  chapter  ap-« 
propriated  to  their  history.  Mo- 
hammed Ali  has  probably  found  the 
task  of  conquering  the  Morea  more 
arduous  than  he  anticipated ;  for 
he  is  under  the  necessity  of  sti'ain- 
ing  his  resources  to  the  utmost ;  and 
has  lost  vast  numbers  of  his  troops 
in  Greece,  by  the  small  pox,  and 
.  by  diseases  arising  firom  change  of 
climate  and  diet,  which  have  proved 
pecuUarly  fatal  to  the  Nubians.  His 
disciplined  infantry  is,  therefore, 
composed  chiefly  of  Egyptian  fel- 
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has  at  present ;  his  cavalry  and  ar- 
tillery having  always  been  Turks, 
and  organized  afler  the  Turkish 
fashion. 

Remarkable  as  the  condition  of 
Mohammed  Ali^s  army  is,  when 
compared  with  all  other  troops  in 
Turkey,  it  is  far  less  astonishing 
than  other  improvements  which  he 
has  introduced  in  Egypt.  This 
extraordinary  man  has  appropri- 
ated to  himself,  as  his  own  proper- 
ty, most  of  the  soil  of  the  country. 
Moreover,  ^e  assumes  an  absolute 
monopoly  of  all  the  productions  of 
Egypt,  which  are  exported  and 
sold  in  his  name.  Not  only  is  he 
pacha  of  Egypt,  but  he  is  the  great- 
est and  only  landlord,  merchant,^ 
and  manufacturer.  Previous  to 
his  obtaining  the  government,  there 
was  not  a  manufactory,  nor  even 
any  of  the  commonest  Euro- 
pean machinery,  in  Egypt.  Mo- 
hammed Ali  has  erected  a  large 
number  of  cotton  manufactories, 
-besides  having  all  the  ordinary  im- 
plements and  machinery,  which  are 
found  in  Europe.  Add  to  these 
facts,  that  he  has  constructed  many 
public  works  of  magnitude,  among 
•which  is  a  canal  from  the  Nile  to 
Alexandria,  and  we  shall  have 
some  idea  of  the  plans  and  pro- 
ceedings of  Mohammed  Ali  for  the 
improvement  of  Egypt. 

But  aU  things  have  been  accom- 
plished, with  such  total  disregard  of 
the  wel&re  of  his  people  in  the 


conception,  and  such  atrocious  ty- 
ranny in  the  execution,  that  it  is 
impossible  either  to  esteem  Mo- 
hammed Ali,  or  to  expect  that  his 
arrangements  wiU  outlast  his  life. 
The  Egyptians  are  depressed  to  the 
lowest  degree  of  wretchedness,  by 
the  weight  of  taxes  and  conscript- 
ion ;  and  their  condition  cannot  be 
materially  raised,  so  long  as  the 
pacha's  monopoly  of  the  com- 
merce and  manufactures,  and  his 
ambition  of  foreign  conquest,  keep 
the  people  in  absolute  and  hope- 
less indigence.  In  all  his  designs, 
their  lives  and  well  being  are  ac- 
counted as  nothing.  Thus  he  em- 
ployed 313,000  men  in  construct- 
ing the  canal  of  Alexandria,  im- 
mense numbers  of  whom  perished 
from  ill  treatment,  want  of  provi- 
sions, and  excessive  fatigue.  They 
were  set  to  work  without  suitable 
implements  for  excavating  the 
earth,  which  they  were  obliged  to 
dig  incessantly,  and  with  their 
hands,  by  the  merciless  soldiers 
employed  as  guards.  No  maga- 
zines of  provisions  had  been  form- 
ed for  their  subsistence.  So  fatal 
were  these  hardships,  that,  for  the 
space  of  two  months,  two  hundred 
of  these  wretched  men  perished 
daily. 

Nothing,  it  is  manifest,  but  the 
talents,  energy,  and  personal  influ- 
ence of  Mohammed  Ali  himself, 
can  reconcile  the  improvements  of 
refined  life    with  wich  cruel  op- 
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Nor  18  the  duration  of 
ower  much  to  be  desired. 
«ble  and  distracted  as  Egypt 
Bider  the  mamelukes,  we  be- 
diat  the  semi-civilized  despot- 
r  Mohammed  Ali  is  a  greater 
to  the  country.  And  who, 
ontemplates  the  ferocious  ty- 
of  his  government)  can  fail 
precate  the  extension  of  it 


over  the  classic  lands  of  Greece  ? 
Most  fervently  do  we  pray  that,  in- 
stead erf"  such  a  consummation,  the 
fertile  regions  which  now  groan 
under  the  Turkish  yoke,  if  they 
cannot  become  independent,  may 
pass  under  the  dominion  of  some 
Christian  power,  capable  of  re- 
deeming them  from  desolation. 
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ew  England  states,  the 
ct  of  public  interest,  has 
'omotion  of  internal  im- 
by  facilitating  the  means 
Qinunication.  Already, 
'  America,  perhaps,  for 
Kteot,  possesses  roads  of 
tcellence,  and  so  numer- 
e  states.  But  their  en- 
and  industrious  popula- 
Bd  to  agriculture,  com- 
l  latterly,  manufactures; 
large  disposable  capital; 
lated  by  the  animating 
f  the  neighboring  state 
>rk,  have  been  anxiously 
I  projecting  canals  and 

to  unite  the  principal 
id  wealthy  capitals  with 

of  the  country.  Some 
ejects  had  for  their  ob- 
»id  the  obstructions  oc- 
y  falls  or  rapids  in  the 
j[able  rivers ;  others,  to 
water    communication, 


where  previously  none  existed. 
Numerous  surveys,  undertaken  ei- 
ther by  state  authority,  or  by  asso- 
ciations of  private  individuals,  while 
they  have  established  the  jfact  that 
many,  very  many  improvements  of 
this  kind  may  be  effected,  of  more 
or  less  public  utility,  yet  serve  also 
to  produce  a  conviction,  that  New 
England  contains  no  region  which, 
being  of  equal  extent  with  the  in- 
terior of  New  York, — is  equally 
weU  fitted  for  the  construction  of 
a  line  of  canals.  Most  of  the  de- 
signs are  still  unaccomplished.  In- 
deed, the  multitude  of  undertakings 
has  contributed  to  prevent  their  ex- 
ecution, as  they  have  divided  and 
distracted  the  resourced  and  inte- 
rest of  the  several  states. 

Among  them,  are  plans  for  im- 
proving the  navigation  of  the  Con- 
necticut river,  requiring  the  co-op- 
eration of  Vermont,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts,  and  Conn^- 
39 
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ticut];  others,  for 'uniting  the  wa- 
ters of  the  Connecticut  and  Mer- 
rimac,  or  opening  a  market  for  thei 
interior  of  Vermont  and  New 
Hampshire,  by  means  of  lake  Mem- 
phremagog ;  another,  for  conduct- 
ing the  trade. from  the  heart  of 
Massachusetts  into  Rhode  Island  ; 
others  again,  confined  ratlier  more 
to  individual  states,  such  as  Otter 
creek  canal  in  Vermont ;  Winne- 
piseogee  canal  in  New  Hampshire ; 
Kennebec  and  Androscoggin  canal, 
and  Oxford  and  Cumberland  canal 
'in  Maine  ;  Hampshire  and  Hamp- 
den canal,  and  Merrimac  canal  in 
Massachusetts ;  and  Farmington 
canal  in  Coimecticut.  In  short, 
on  every  considerable  river  or  other 
body  of  water  in  New  England, 
public  attention  is  fixed,  to  devise 
the  most  practicable  means  of  pro- 
moting internal  communication. 

By  reason  of  their  extreme  ea- 
gerness for  turning  their  respective 
local  advantages  to  the  bel^t  ac- 
count, these  states  neglected  to 
Yiegin  by  arranging  a  systematic 
Qourse  of  operations,  which,  con- 
centrating their  resources  upon  a 
single  point,  would  have  better  en- 
sured success.  Latterly,  some  of 
them,  as  Vermont  and  Massachu- 
setts^ have  created  a  board  for  in- 
ternal improvements,  and  therefore, 
we  maf  now  rei^nably  anticipate 
a  more  judicious  direction  of  their 
dTorts. 


1825.]  MAINE. 

An  extensive  tract  of  land,  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  St.  John's 
and  Madawaska  rivers,  has  been 
claimed  by  tlie  British  government 
of  New  Brunswick,  which  author* 
ised  depredations  to  be  committed 
upon  it,  as  an  assertion  of  juris- 
diction. The  question  arises  from 
an  ambiguity  of  language  in  the 
treaty  of  limits,  in  describing  the 
highlands,  through  which  the 
boundary  line  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  British  Provinces  should 
run.  A  claim  at  this  late  day,  so 
unjust  and  unwarrantable,  to  a 
tract  of  land,  which,  ever  since  the 
treaty  of  1783,  has  been  treated 
by  the  states  of  Massachusetts  and 
Maine,  as  within  the  territory  of 
the  latter,  and  has  been  in  the 
course  of  settlement  under  their 
authority,  naturally  excited  much 
indignation. 

Extensive  conflagrations  occur- 
red in  the  forests  of  Maine,  in  Au- 
gust and  September,  1 826  ;  which 
not  only  destroyed  great  quantities 
of  timber,  but  even  reached  many 
of  the  settlements,  and  thus  occa- 
sioned much  immediate  distress  to 
individuals.       The    smoke^   from 
Uiese  vast  fires,  spread  far  out  tr 
sea,  in  a  dense  cloud,  which,  b 
obscuring  the  atmosphere,  rende 
ed  tlie  navigation  of  vessels,  ne 
the    coast,    inconvenient      T 
amount  of  damage  sustained. 
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consequence  of  the  conflagration, 
was  immense  and  unprecedented. 
It  raged  still  n^ore  violently  in  the 
British  Provinces,  where  many  lives 
were  lost,  and  whole  towns  redu- 
ced to  a  total  waste.  The  de- 
Jlruction  of  property  and  of  life, 
called  loudly  for  the  charity  of  the 
ipeatthy  to  be  extended  to  the  survi- 
Ters ;  and  the  numerous  sufferers 
liy  the  fire  obtained  liberal  assist- 
dice,  from  contributions  of  money, 
dothes  and  provisions,  in  the  New 
England  states.  Its  ravages  ex- 
tended over  more  than  2,000  square 
miles  of  country,  destroying,  in  its 
progress,  many  towns  and  villages. 
Several  thousands  of  -persons  were 
sappoeed  to  have  perished  in  the 
Aimes ;  in  the  vicinity  of  Mirami- 
^elii  alone,  near  two  hundred  fell 
fictims  to  the  destroying  element. 
-  In  the  month  of  December,  a 
fire,  worthy  of  notice  from  the 
amount    of    property    destroyed, 

Maixe  Banks. 
Amount  of  capital  stock,  actually 
'  paid  in  by  sixteen  banks,         1,600,000 
Bills  in  circulation,  1,050,608 

'  Amount  of  all  other  debts  due 

from  the  banks,  15,459 

Total  amount  of  debts  due  to  the 
banks  exclusive  of  deposit^  in 
other  banks,  2,37^,684 

filpecie  on  hand,  214,344 

Deposites  in  other  banks,  282,560 

Amount  of  debts  due  to  the  banks 
secured  by  a  pledge  of  stock 
therein,  634,926 


took  place  at  Brunswick,  in  thi0 
state.  Two  cotton  factories,  a 
clothier's  factory,  a  fulling-mill,  a 
saw-mill,  a  lath  and  clap-board 
fiurtory,  a  bucket  manufactory,  a 
grist-mill  and  a  carding  and  ma- 
chine shop,  with  a  number  of  other 
buildings,  were  destroyed  by  fire, 
on  the  1 7th  ;  loss  estimated  at  be- 
tween two  and  three  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Riot. — A  riot  took  place  at  P<»t* 
land,  in  the  month  of  December. 
Many  houses  occupied  by  persons 
of  ill  fame,  were  torn  down,  and  one 
was  set  on  fire.  In  the  affair, 
there  was  a  regular  battle  with  fire 
arms,  the  possessor  of  a  house  and 
some  of  the  mob  being  armed. 
An  Englishman  in  the  streets  was 
killed,  and  six  or  eight  other  per- 
sons wounded  ;  and  the  house  ex- 
hibited evidence,  that  several  mus- 
kets had  been  discharged  against 
its  tenants. 

1824.     Jan.  1825. 


1,703,000 
1,172,497 

3,873 


Jmie,  1825. 

1,801,940 
1,204,113 

2,004 


2,575,576 
304,560 
351,226 


2^663,882 
247,783 


61h945 


509,7519 


OB 
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1824.     Jan.  1825.     JuiievlS26. 
The  banka  in  Maine  had  deposited 

in  the  Boston  banks,  268,670        333^4  377^9 

There  are  14  banks — no  one  of    land,  on  the  11th  of  July,  1826; 


which  made  a  dividend  of  less  than 
3  per  cent,  for  the  last  six  months 
— Mferal  3^,  one  4,  one  4^,  and 

one  6. 

The  amount  of  bills  in  pircula- 
tkNi)  returned  by  all  the  banks  in 
Maine,  was  in  June,  1826,  ^1,029- 
27S ;  in  January,  1826,  ^667,681 ; 
and,  omitting  those  of  the  Kenne- 
bec bank,  in  June,  1826,  ^662,- 

262. 

From  a  report  made  in  the  month 
of  March,  1826,  it  would  appear, 
that  there  are  in  this  state,  2,449 
school  districts,  97,237  attending 
acholars,  and  136,344  persons  be- 
tween 4  and  21  years  old.  The 
amount  raised  and  expended  for 
schools,  in  the  year  1826,  is  ||1136,- 
100.  Arcraging  the  amount  paid, 
with  those  who  attend  the  schools, 
the  cost  of  each  scholar  is  less 
than  one  dollar  and  ten  cents  a 
fear  1  There  are  twenty  incorpo- 
rated academies  for  males,  and  six 


thought  to  be  the  most  destructive, 
that  had  happened  in  that  place, 
since  1776,  when  it  wss  burned  by 
Mowatt.  From  twenty  to  thirty 
buildings  were  destroyed,  besides 
other  property. 
1826.]        VERMONT. 

Much  attention  has  been  paid  in 
this  state,  to  the  raising  of  sheep, 
since  the  duty  levied  on  foreign 
wool,  has  assured  the  farmers,  of 
stability  in  the  home  market; 
and  the  quahty,  as  well  as  quan- 
tity, of  the  article,  is  rapidly  ad- 
vancing. 

Indeed,this  mountain-state,though 
its  area  is  not  large,  or  its  soil  or 
climate  kind,  is  about  to  assume  an 
advanced  rank  in  the  union.  The 
canal,  which  unites  lake  Champlain 
to  the  Hudson,  is  completed,  and 
has  increased  the  business  of  that 
part  of  the  state,  which  lies  west 
of  the  Green  mountains,  many 
fold  already  ;  and  the  contempla- 


for  females,  in  this  state,  some  of    ted  improvement,  in  the  navigation 


which  are  well  endowed. 

In  April,  1826,  the  Passama- 
quoddy  bank  at  Eastport,  and  soon 
afterwards  the  Kennebec  bank  at 
Hallowell,  stopped  payment ;  which 
incidents  deranged,  for  a  short 
time,  the  circulation  in  the  vicinity 
of  each  place. 

A  great  fire  took  place  at  Port- 


of  the  Connecticut  river,  which 
washes  the  whole  of  the  eastern 
border,  will,  when  accomplished, 
give  to  the  people  of  that  division 
of  the  state,  ahnost  equal  facilities 
for  access  to  the  ports  of  the  sea- 
board. The  thousand  streams  of 
water,  running  in  every  direction, 
are  applied  to  the  great  business 
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iftcturing  iron,  wool,  &.c. ; 
e  invaluable  mines,  with 
the  state  abounds,  are  no 

to  be  useless,  because 
roducts  cannot  be  trans- 
to  market.  The  Vermont 
1  account  of  its  peculiar 
),  is  of  real  national  im- 
e,  and  the  quantity  is  in- 
ible.       The     manufacture 

hitherto  been  large,  but  it 
t  to  become  a  great  busi- 
rhere  is,  also,  a  copperas 
ilk  the  state,  at  which  three 
I  ions  were  made  in  the  pre- 
ir — and  the  mineral  supply 
that  any  amount  to  be  re- 
yuk  be  made. 

low  to  what  an  extent  the 
of  wool  has  been  carried, 
imated,  that  during  the  year 
I  the  village  of  Middlebury 
Wdenty  tons  of  wocl^  were 
ed  by  the  merchants,  and 

New  York,  Boston,  &c. 
"eek  flows  through  the  town, 
>  following  works  are  alrea- 
leration — three  flour  mills, 
iw  mills,  one  furnace,  one 

sawing  mill,  one  paper 
e  oil  mill,  two  cotton  fac- 
Lod  a  third  building — one  of 
capable  of  holding  10,500 
I ! — 4,800  spindles  with  68 
ooms. 

he  commencement  of  this 
ere  were  but  four  banks,  in 
to  ;  possessing  in  all,  a  ca- 


pital of  {460,000.  Burlington 
bank,  at  Burlington,  which  was  in- 
corporated in  October,  1818,  with 
a  capital  of  $160,000  ;  Windsor 
bank,  at  Windsor,  was  charterod 
at  the  same  time,  with  a  capital  of 
$100,000;  Brattleborough  bank, 
at  Brattleborough,  possesfiing  a  ca- 
pital of  $100,000,  was  granted  in 
1824  ;  and  Rutland  bank,  at  Rut- 
land, posaessing  a  capital  of  $100,- 
000,  was  granted  in  1 825.  During 
the  session  of  the  legislature,  three 
new  banks  were  added  to  this  lisi ; 
one  at  Montpelier,  one  at  Danville^ 
and  one  at  St.  Albans,  with  capi- 
tals of  $100,000  each. 

The  population  of  this  state,  in 
December,  1826,  was  260,000; 
in  1800,  154,000.  There  are 
in  the  state,  one  hundred  differ- 
ent manu&cturing  companies,  fifty 
turnpike  companies,  two  coUeges 
with  three  hundred  and  fiffy  stu- 
dents, and  common  schools  in 
abundance.  A  canal  was  contem- 
plated to  unite  the  waters  of  lake 
Champlain  and  Connecticut  river, 
by  the  valley  of  Onion  river ;  and 
pubhc  notice  of  an  intended  appli- 
cation to  the  legislature,  for  a  char- 
ter for  that  purpose,  was  published, 
but  nothing  fiuther  was  done  with 
regard  to  that  subject,  during  the 
year. 

A  very  valuable  iron  mine  was 
opened  during  this  year,  about  ten 
miles  from  Vergennes.     It  is  found 
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about  seventy  feet  below  the  sur- 
ftce  of  the  earth.  The  iron  made 
out  of  it  is  uncommonly  soft. 

A  piece  of  native  gold,  weigh- 
ing nearly  ten  ounces,  was  found 
some  time  in  July,  1826,  in  the 
town  of  Newfane.  It  was  picked 
gp  by  ,a  boy,  near  a  small  brook, 


ject    to    commismoners.      Thek^ 
award  was  referred  to  the  king 
council,  who,   being  desiroiis  i 
curtail  the  jurisdiction  of  M 
chusetts,    arbitrarily    assigned 
New  Hampshire  a  large  tract 
land,  which  Uiat  province  did 
even  pretend  to  claim,  ordering 


and  was  studded  with  crystals  of    line  to  be  run  three  miles  north 
quartz.     In    its    general   appear-     the  river,  as  far  as  Pawtucket 
ance,  it  was  described  as  resem- 
Uing  the  North  Carolina  gpld — 
Specific     gravity,     16.6. — consi- 
dered worth  89  cents  per  penny- 
weight 
1826.]   NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Commissioners,  appointed  by  the 
states  of  New  Hampshire  and  Mas- 
sachusetts, were  employed,  in  the 
summer  of  1826,  to  ascertain  the 
boundary  line,  and  to  erect  dura- 
ble monuments  at  suitable  places. 
The    Massachusetts    charter,    of    were  allowed  for  the  variation,  rec- 


where  the  river  takes  a  more  norl 
erly  course,  and  thence  to  be 
due  west,  allowing  ten  degrees 
the  variation  of  the  needle. 

inhabitants  of  Massachusetts  claim 

ed  to  havie  their  line  continue 
the  northerly  or  New  Hampshire 
side  of  the  Merrimac,  as  fiir  up 
the  forks  of  tlie  river ;  while, 
the  other  hand,  the  government 
New  Hampshire  claimed  to  haye=' 
the  error,  by  which  ten  d^rees. 


1628,  gave  the  grantees  all  the 
land  between  a  certain  limit  to- 
wards the  south,  and  a  line  run- 
ning three  miles  north  of  the  river 
Merrimac,  and  every  part  thereof, 
and  so  nmning  westward  to  the 
Pacific  ocean.  The  province  char- 
ter, granted  by  William  and  Mary, 
in  1691,  was  less  explicit,  but 
covered  substantially  the  same 
ground.      A    controversy    having 

arisen  concerning  the  construction     setts  will,  undoubtedly,   object 
of  these  charters,  the  provinces  of    going  behind  the  old  survey,  unles^^ 
New  Hampshire  and    Massachu-     for  the  purpose  of  reviewing  it  en—* 
setts,  in  1731,  submitted  the  sub-    tirely^  and  asserting  a  right  to  the? 


tified,  so  as  to  restore  to  New 
Hampshire,  a  triangular  section 
land,  of  sixty  thousand  acres 
upwards,  improperly   annexed 
Massachusetts.     The  conmiiasion 
ers  of  the  latter  state  having  no  au 
thority  to  change  the  existing  bound 
ary,  each  board  made  a  r^xMrt 
the  facts  to  its  respective  legisla 
ture ;   and  here  the   matter  no' 
rests.      Tlie  state  of   Massacliu 
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flt;Of  land  north  of  the  ri- 
Meh  it  claims  to  have  been 
I  hf  the  order  in  couneO. 
ti-rDavid  L.  Morrill  was 
id  governor  without  oppo- 

—Levi  Woodbury  was 
a  senator  of  the  United 
Aer  five  balloting.  The 
he  house,  on  the  fifth  bal- 
A,  Woodbury,  106;  Bf»- 
Dinsnioor,  43 ;  Plumer,  1  • 
Dale,  Woodbury  had  9  to  2. 
a  17th  of  June,  the  follow- 
were  adopted  by  the 


,  That  the  pul^c  and 
-services  of  Jambs  Hon- 
firginia,  late  president  of 
ifeMi  States,  justly  entitle 
ko  virtuous  regard  of  a 
people. 

Idle  legislature  of  this  state 
imfaigh  respect  for  this  dis- 
sd  citizen  of  our  country, 
a  deep  interest  in  his  fu- 
kh  and  happiness." 
f  the  year  commencing  in 
Bt4,  and  ending  in  June, 

0  profits  arising  fi*om  the 
MMi,amounted  to  ^6,350  75. 
lal  was  contemplated  ho- 
le Winnepiseogce  lake  and 
Btagua  river.  The  foUow- 
the  result  firom  tlie  re- 
Mr.  James  F.  Baldwin,  of 
ifs  and  estimates  for  a  ca- 

1  die  tide-w&ter,  at  Dover,' 
iouthof  Merryrocettng  ri- 


ver, oo  Wiimqiiseogee  lake^  in  the 
town  of  Ahon;  aadtftom  the  up- 
per side  of  the  lalWi  mm  Centre 

harbor,  to  Meirimac  liver,  m  Hold- 
emess,  torn  miles  below  Plynoolb 
coort  honse.  The  tength  ofthe 
canal,  bf  the  route  surveyed,  wiE 
be  a  little  over  28  miles;  the  di»* 
tance,  aocDss  the  lake,  about  M 
miles;  and,  the  route  sorveyied, 
beyond  16  miles,  including  10 
miles,  through  the  navigable  w&taH 
of  Long  Square  and  Little  Squaw 
lakes ;  making,  in  aD,  a  navigatioii 
of  65  miles  fixm  Dover.  A  eoo- 
tinuation  ofthe  route,  34  nuks 
fiurther,  by  way  of  Baker's  river^ 
would  reaeh  the  Connecticut  river 
at  HaverUn. 

.The  height  of  the  Winnopkeo- 
gee  lake,  above  the  tide,  was  Ibupd, 
by  Mr.  Baldwin,  to  be  601  feet 
He  proposes  to  feed  the  canal,  firom 
the  lake  to  Deter,  from  the  lake 
itself.  This  will  require  the  wa- 
ters of  the  lake  to  be  raised  two 
fiset  by  a  dam,  at  the  present  out- 
let, and  a  jeep  cut,  averaging  17 
feet  for  seven  miles.  He  proposes 
that  the  canal  shfll  be  26  feet  wide 
at  the  bottom,  the  water  4  -feet 
deep,  the  locks  12^  feet  wide,  in 
the  clear,  and  82  feet  long,  and  to 
be  built  of  stcme.  These  dimen- 
sions will  admit  the  passage  of 
boats,  suitable  far  the  safe  and  con- 
venient navigation  of  the  teke,  and 
of  a  supply  of  water  tor  manu&e- 
turing  purposes.    Hefvoposesthat 
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the  descent  should  be  effected  by 
60  locks,  14  of  which  will  be  with- 
in the  first  mile  firom  Dover,  5  in 
the  second,  and  23  in  the  nine- 
teenth, twentieth,  and  twenty-first. 

He  estimates  the  expense  of  the 
locks  at  5,600  dollars  each,  ma- 
king, for  the  60  locks,  330,000 
dollars ;  the  excavation  of  the  deep 
cut  of  seven  miles,  at  156,800 
dollars ;  and  the  whole  cost  of  the 
23  miles,  from  Dover  to  the  lake, 
at  590,982  dollars.  The  cost  of 
continuing  the  route,  from  the  lake 
to  the  left  bank  of  the  Pennige- 
wasset,  on  the  Merrimac  river, 
terminating  at  a  level  of  96  feet 
above  the  river,  he  estimates  at  the 
farther  sum  of  73,998  dollars.  If 
continued  to  the  river,  12  more 
locks  would  be  necessary ;  but  if 
continued  &rther  up  the  left  bank, 
only  4  might  be  necessary,  before 
crossing  the  river,  by  an  aqueduct 
to  meet  a  canal  from  Baker's  river. 
To  the  above  estimate  he  adds  10 
per  cent,  for  contingencies,  making 
in  aggregate  of  731,478  dollars. 

August. — A  pig  of  fine  maUea- 
Ue  copper,  weighing  thirty-two 
pounds,  the  produce  of  200  pounds 
of  ore,  (pyritous  copper  of  Cleve- 
land,) was  obtained  fi'om  Graf- 
tta  county,  in  this  state.  The 
ore  was  smelted  by  the  Messrs.  El- 
licotts,  at  their  copper  works,  near 
Baltimore ;  but,  as  the  furnace  was 
not  constructed  for  the  purpose  of 
workii^  copper  ores,  the  assay  did 


not  fiimish  the  full  amount  of  tiiv 
copper  which  the  ore  contained. 
In  proper  furnaces,  it  will  probably 
yiekl  fi^m  fifteen  to  twenty-five  per 
cent,  of  malleable  coppo*.  The 
mines  are  owned,  together  with  an 
extensive  tract  of  land,  by  an  in- 
corporated company,  and  miners 
are  now  successfiilly  engaged  in 
raising  the  ore,  which  is  to  be 
smelted  in  furnaces,  about  to  be 
erected  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
mines. 

The  following  is  the  result  of  the 
surveys  made  for  canals  in  the  up- 
per part  of  Vermont  and  this 
state: — 

Three  routes  have  been  survey- 
ed between  Connecticut  river  and 
lake  Memphremagog ;  on  one  of 
which  the  summit  level  was  101 1 
feet;  on  another,  523  feet;  on  the 
third,  four  hundred  and  ninety-five 
feet.  The  height  of  the  Memphre- 
magog above  the  Connecticut,  at 
Barton,  the  northern  termination 
of  the  surveys  of  the  Connecticut 
river  association,  is  232  feet.  The 
fall  on  the  Connecticut  river,  firom 
lake  Connecticut  to  Bamet,  is  1 170 
feet.  The  fall  from  the  Canada 
line  to  Bamet,  is  608  feet. 

The  legislature  of  this  state  met 
at  Concord,  on  the  7th  of  June, 
1826.  Henry  Hubbard,  Esq.  was 
almost  unanimously  elected  speak- 
er of  the  house  of  representatives. 
Matthew  Harvey  was  elected  pro- 
sndent  of  the  senate.    The  vot^ 
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ftt  the  late  election  for  go- 
were  counted : — the  whole 
r  given  was  30^251 ,  of  which 
L.  Morrill  received  17,528, 
mjamin  Pierce  12,287,  and 
¥ere  a  few  scattering  votes, 
lor  Morrill  was  then  quali- 
4  communicated  his  message 
b  branches  of  the  legiala- 

mg  otlicr  important  matters, 

ared,  from  the  message,  that 

tof  jS  13,000  dollars  was  de- 

■om  the  state  prisons  during 

ur. 

le  senate,  a  report  was  made 

committee  appointed  on 
from  which  it  appeared,  that 
(ovember  to  May,  the  capi- 
dk  actually  paid  in,  of  the 
of  the  state,  was  increased 
11^77,350  to  ^1,742,650— 
"O  new  banks  went  into  ope- 
during  that  time,  with  a  ca- 
C  j$  150,000— that  the  Jebts 
tbe  banks  were  reduced,  in 
M  time,  from  $2,450,634  32, 
»S6,539  90 ;  and  that  the  bills 
dilation,  were  reduced  from 
4  50,  to  860,503  ;  while  the 
on  hand  was  increased  from 
187  37,  to  $279,225  60. 
)port  concludes  with  an  opi- 
hat  no  new  banks  ought  to 
lied. 

ro  are  some  very  extensive 
icturing  establishments  in  this 

At  Nashua,  wliicii  is  situ- 
bout  35  miles  from  Boston, 


there  are  a  number  of  large  cotton 
and  woollen  factories,  at  one  of 
which  firom  4  to  500  yarda  of  finish- 
ed woollens,  per  day,  were  suppoaed 
to  be  made ;  and,  at  Dover,  1 1^000 
spindles  are  now  operating,  witli 
350  looms— and  10,000  spindles 
and  400  looms,  in  addition,  are 
preparing.  There  is,  also,  a  large 
iron  and  nail  factory  attached ;  all 
which  is  moved,  and  to  be  moved, 
by  one  water  wheel,  28  feet  in  di- 
ameter, and,  on  account  of  its 
length,  thought  to  be  the  largest 
ever  constructed.  The  establish- 
ment called  the  Great  Falls  ftcto* 
ry,  five  miles  from  Dover,  is  on  the 
same  large  scale,  and  proceeding  to 
its  completion  very  rapidly. 

An  extensive  and  rich  lead 
mine  was  discovered  at  Eaton : 
some  of  the  ore  of  which  has  yield- 
ed seventy-five  per  cent,  of  lead : 
and  arrangements  are  making  to 
work  it  on  a  large  scale. 

The  land  is  owned  by  James  W. 
Ripley,  Esq.,  of  Fryburgh,   Me. 
and  was  lately  purchased  for  thirty 
dollars. 
1825.]    MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  reception  of  general  La 
Fayette,  by  the  legislaturesof  seve- 
ral of  the  New  England  states, 
occurred  in  the  summer  of  1825. 
To  avoid  the  repetition  of  circum- 
stances, necessarily  somewhat  simi- 
lar, we  mention  the  particulars  of 
only  one  of  these,  namely,  his  re- 
ception by  the  state  government  of 
40 
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Massachusetts, — and  the  incidents 
connected  with  it. 

La  Fayette,  after  having  passed 
through  the  Southern  and  Western 
states,  arrived  in  Boston  from  Al- 
bany, Wednesday,  June  15th.  Ac- 
cording to  previous  arrangement, 
at  a  quarter  before  ten,  the  ensuing 
day,  the  governor,  the  executive 
council,  and  the  members  of  the 
legislature  in  convention,  with  a 
large  concourse  of  citizens,  assem- 
bled in  the  hall  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives.  Genera]  La  Fay- 
ette was  then  introduced  and  wel- 
comed, in  an  appropriate  address 
from  governor  Lincoln  ;  to  which, 
the  general  replied  with  his  usual 
promptitude,  and  felicity  of  thought 
and  expression.  The  most  cordial 
and  friendly  greetings  followed,  be- 
tween general  La  Fayette  and  the 
members  of  the  state  government, 
and  distinguished  persons  present ; 
after  which,  the  convention  sepa- 
rated. 

On  Friday,  the  17th,  the  anni- 
versary of  the  battle  of  Bunker 
hill,  a  more  impressive  celebration 
took  place,  than  any  other,  which 
the  recent  annab  of  New  England 
record.  Being  the  fiftieth  anni- 
versary, it  had  been  selected  for 
laying  the  comer  stone  of  an  obe- 
lisk in  commemoration  of  the  bat- 
de,  to  be  erected  chiefly  by  private 
subscription,  under  the  direction 
of  an  association  of  patriotic  in- 
dividuals.    The  occasion  drew  a 


vast  concourse  of  spectators,  at- 
tracted by  the  nature  of  the  inci- 
dent,— by  the  celebrity  of  the  pre- 
sident of  the  association,  Mr.  Da- 
nicl  Webster,  who  was  to  deliver 
an  address  in  honor  ot  the  day 
and  by  the  desire  of  viewing  La 
Fayette.  Fortunately,  the  wea^ 
ther  proved  auspicious  ;  and  at  an 
early  hour,  a  procession  was  form 
ed  at  the  state  house,  consisting  o: 
masonic  fraternities,  military 
dies,  members  of  the  state 
mcnt,  and  citizens,  who  marched 
the  proposed  site  of  the  monument 
in  Gharlestown.  Here  the  comer 
stone  of  the  monument  was  laid 
by  the  grand  lodge  of  Massachu- 
setts, with  suitable  ceremonies. 
The  assembled  multitude  then  pro- 
ceeded to  a  large  area,  occupying 
nearly  the  whole  northeaatem  aide 
of  the  hill,  where  seats  had  been 
placed  in  the  form  of  an  amphi- 
theatre, capable  of  accoi 
an  immense  number  of  persona. 
In  the  centre  of  the  base  of 
declivity,  upon  a  stage  erected 
the  purpose,  the  orator  pronounced 
svb  dio  an  address,  which  eq 
the  high  expectations  awakened 
the  occasion,  and  which,  al 
bears  an  established  character 
the  classical  literature  of  oor 
try.  I^he  presence  of  La 
and  of  many  other  veterans  of 
revolution,  added  to  the  public 
thusiasm,  excited  by  the  i 
character  of  the  scene ;  which 
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cm  upon  the  people  of 
nd  never  to  be  efiaced. 
ion  and  other  customary 
f  the  day  being  conclu- 
:  guests  and  others,  who 
hemselves  with  tickets, 
fr  an  awning,  at  tables 
!  side  of  the  battle  hill, 
1  four  and  five  thousand 
id  completely  full. 
tte  was  received  at  Con- 
sist, by  the  state  au- 
f  New  Hampshire  ;  by 
(aine,  at  Portland,  on 
from  whence  he  pro- 
Montpelier,  the  capital 
t. 

eipts  in  the  treasury  of 
etts,  for  the  year  ending 
dlst,  1825,  exclusive  of 
inted  to  $276,527  ;  and 
its  during  the  same  year, 
II. 

aws  enacted  by  the  le- 
!*  Massacliusetts,  for  this 
nost  important  was  de- 
relax  tlie  rigor  of  tlie 
JITS,  against  usury      Pre- 
16  taking   or    reserving 
six  per  cent,  interest, 
to  punishment  by  indict- 
»y  qui  tam  action ;  and 
ture  of  the  whole  value 
I.     By  the  new  act,  the 
WBS  confined  to  the  inte- 
tlie   lender  not  being 
lect  to  any  penalty  be- 
to  any  suit  or  prosecu- 
iccount  of  the  usurious 
This  essential  change. 


however,  in  the  policy  of  the  sys- 
tem, was  greatly  qualified,  by  an 
act  of  the  ensuing  legidatore. 

An  additional  law  was  passed 
for  the  promotion  of  education ; 
requiring,  among  other  things,  an- 
nual returns  to  be  made  to  the  le- 
gislature, of  the  number  and  ages 
of  the  pupils  in  the  schools,  public 
or  private;  and  the  annual  ex- 
pense of  the  primary  instruction  of 
youth. 

An  act  providing  for  a  more 
summary  mode  of  compelling  re- 
fractory tenants  to  quit ;  and  pro- 
viding also,  for  giving  notice  by 
either  landlord  or  tenant,  who 
should  desire  the  dissolution  of  their 
*  contract ;  has  greatly  improved 
the  condition  of  the  law  on  this 
subject. 

In  respect  to  internal  improve- 
ments, a  valuable  act  of  this  legis- 
lature, was  ibr  the  establishment  of 
the  New  England  socilty,  for  the 
promotion  of  manufactures  and  the 
mechanic  arts.  The  object  of  the 
institution,  is  to  encourage  domes- 
tic manufactures,  and  mechanical 
skill,  in  every  department  of  indus- 
try, by  public  sales  and  exhibitions 
of  the  products  of  the  arts ;  by 
awarding  premiums  for  new  inven- 
tions, and  for  the  best  specimens  of 
skill ;  by  introducing  new  improve^ 
ments  made  in  other  countries  ;  and 
by  collecting  models  of  inventions. 

April. — Levi  Lincoln  was  elected 
governor,  and  Marcus  Morton  lieu- 
tenant go  vemor, without  oppositioti. 
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The  foUowing  was  the  state  of  bank  capital  in  this  sUte,  as  exhi- 
bited by  the  official  returns  of  the  banks,  to  June,  1 826. 

The  whole  amount  of  bank  capital  in  this 

s^te, 
Bills  in  circulation  of  the  several  banks, 
The  total  amount  of  specie  in  the  several 

banks, 
Capital  stock  of  the  Boston  banks. 
Bills  in  circulation  of  the  Boston  banks, 
Specie  on  hand, 

Capital  stock  of  the  Salem  banks, 
Bills  in  circulation, 
Specie  on  hand. 

The  capital  stock  of  the  banks  out  of  Bos- 
ton, in  June,  1825,  amounted  to 
They  had  bills  in  circulation,  amounting  to 
They  had  specie  in  their  vaults. 

The  state  prison  yielded  a  dear    since  the  present  board  have  been 
profit  this  year,  of  ^10,055.  entrusted  with  this  departlMiit  of 

By  the  system  for  the  support  of    the  economy  of  the  town.'' 
the  poor,  as  pursued  in  Salem,  the        May, — The  legiriatwe  met  oo 
whole  expense  of  that  branch  of    the  25th,  Mr.  Timothy  Fidkr  was 
the  municipal   arrangement,   was    elected    speaker    of    the    house. 


June,  1 825. 

Jan.  18f5. 

}  14,535,000 

13,300,000 

4,091  ^81 

5,756,564 

1,098,966 

1,360,856 

10,300,000 

10,050,000 

1,918,399 

3^33,787 

527,782 

855,174 

1,450,000 

1,450,000 

300,298 

376,706 

72,964 

70,760 

4,235,000 

2,172,982 

511,184 

reduced  to  {64  85.  Under  the 
wise  management  of  the  overseers, 
theearningB  of  the  paupers  have 
defrayed  all  the  rest  of  their  sub- 
sistenoe.  In  their  report,  the 
overseers  observe : 

^^The  farm,  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  Mr.  Upton,  has  been 
improved,   during  the  past  year, 
much  more  than  in  any  preceding 
year,  since  the  commencement  of    passed    for  the  incorpormtion   ef 
the  establishment ;   and,  generally,    nine  banks,  two  insurance  comptr 
the  concerns  of  the  alms-house  are    nies  and  eight  maau&cturing  cofli- 
in  a  more  promising  condition  than    panics, 
they  have  been  at  eny  former  time        Naoember, — ^An    extensive   fire 


Mr.  N.  Silsbee  was  reebosen  pre- 
sident of  the  senate.  The  peo|^ 
of  the  towns  of  this  state,  have  to 
pay  their  own  representatives  in  the 
legislature,  out  of  their  town  trear 
suries ;  and  hence,  oflentimea,  do 
not  send  any.  At  the  present 
meeting,  it  was  calculated,  that  168 
towns  were  not  represented. 
During  the  session,  acts 
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bee  at  Boston^  on  the  mom- 
*  the  lOtfa.  Ten  large  and 
I  mall  buildings  were  destroy- 
t  began  on  the  south  side 
art-street,  and  spread  with 
rfiil  rapidity,  the  wind  being 
from  the  north.  Several 
of  buildings,  on  both  sides 
ut-etreet  were  destroyed,  and 
adjacent  much  injured, 
corporation  of  Boston  com- 
d  their  preparations  to  sup- 
lat  city  with  pure  water, 
a  river,  above  the  Water- 
lUa  and  Spot  pond,  were  se- 
at the  best  sources  of  sup- 
They  are  distant  between 
ad  nine  miles  from  the  city. 
is  about  1 40  feet  above 
and  is  already  high 
i;  but  the  river  requires  an 
■al  height,  of  about  sixty 
Uoh  is  to  be  given  by  artifi- 


flid  mine  was  discovered  in 


the  town  of  Leverett,  four  miles 
east  of  Connecticut  river. 

December, — A  serious  riot  took 
place  in  Boston,  at  the  theatre,  in 
reference  to  Kean,  the  actor.  A 
mob  of  several  thousand  peraona 
collected  on  the  night  of  his  ^ap- 
pearance, around  the  theatre,  which 
was  also  filled  to  overflowing.  The 
actor  was  driven  fit>m  the  stage, 
and  the  doors  being  ibrced  by  the 
crowd  frx>m  without,  a  scene  of 
destruction  commenced  within. 
The  audience  part  of  the  theatre 
was  completely  destroyed.  The 
benches  were  torn  up  and  thrown 
into  the  street,  and  the  windows  and 
frames  shivered  to  atoms.  Several 
persons  were  iiyured,  but  no  lives 
lost. 

There  are  a  number  of  large 
glass  maanfactories  in  this  state. 
The  following  statement  will  show 
their  extent,  and  the  amount  of 
their  manufactures  per  year. 


England  Glass  Co. 

I  Boston  Glass  Co. 
Mtreet,  Boston,Co. 


Perwedc, 

Flint  glass,  $2,600 
Crown  do.  1,500 
Flint  glass,  1,200 
Crown  do.  2,000 
Crown  glass,  1,500 


Per  year. 

$130,000 

78,000 

62,000 

104,000 

78,000 


ffiiit  glass  company  at  Sand- 
saina  annually  about  $64/)00 
;  the  Phenix  flint  glass  oom- 
1 18,200;  the  Chehnsford 
^aas,  $31,200. 
6.] — Baivks. — From  the  re- 


8,700  452,400 
turns  showing  the  state  of  the 
banks  •f  the  coonnonwealth  of 
MassadHisetts,  on  the  7th  January, 
it  appears  that  the  whole  amount 
of  the  ca[Mtal  paid  in,  was  $16,- 
378,869,    and   that   the    amount 
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of  bills  then  in  circulation,  was     of  bills  in  circulation  is  nearly  29 
^4,722,866.     The  whole  amount     per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  capital 


15  banks  in  Boston, 
38  banks  out  of  do. 
8  allied  banks, 

7  other  Boston  banks, 
5  Salem  banks, 

8  other  Essex  banks, 
13  Essex  banks, 
IS  Western  banks,* 
12  Southern  banks, 

The  whole  amount  of  specie  in 
the  several  banks,  was  $1,348,200 
— of  which  the  Boston  banks  held 
j|754,000.  The  city  banks  had 
6  ^^  per  cent,  of  tlicir  capital  in 
specie,  and  the  country  banks  up- 
wards of  10  per  cent. 

Blackstone  Canal. — The  line 
of  this  canal  was  marked  out 
through  Worcester,  in  the  latter 
part  of  April.  From  the  Black- 
stone  factory  in  Mendon,  to  Provi- 
dence, it  was  all  under  contract, 
and  rapidly  proceeding  to  its  com- 
pletion. 
Mebbimac  Manufacturino  Com- 
PAKHT. — In  1813,  a  small  factory 
which  cost  about  $3,000,  was  erect- 
ed in  the  town  of  Lovell.  In  1 820,  or 
21,  a  company  in  Boston  purchased 
some  land  in  the  vicinity,  and  com- 
menced improving  the  canal  around 
the  Pawtucket  falls.  The  expense 
of  blasting  the  rocks,  and  digging 


Capital.         Bills  in 

circulation. 
11,050,000     2,164,375 


5,328,869 
5,800,000 
5,250,000 
1,450,000 
1,120,000 
2,570,000 
1,316,459 
1,442,410 


ProportioQ 
of  bills. 
19|  pr.  cent 
48  pr.  cent. 
22J^  pr.  cent 
16|  pr.  cent 
20|>  pr.  cent 
53  pr.  cent 
34^  pr.  cent 
66  pr.  cent 
55    pr.  ceaaL 


2,658,491 
1,284,563 

879,812 

299,238 

594,737 

894,975 

865,961 

798,555 

the  canal,  was  $120,000 — the  gun 
powder  used,  costing  them  $6,000 1 
The  water  which  it  furnishes,  is  es- 
timated as  being  capable  of  driving 
fifty  mills,  with  3,600  ^indies  each! 
The  company  was  incorporated  in 
1825,  with  a  capital  of  $600,000. 
This  company  is  now  acting'  on  a 
capital  of  $1,200,000!  Tbey  have 
five  great  factories  nearly  comple- 
ted, and  others  will  be  pat  up. 
They  are  using  about  450,000 
pounds  of  cotton  annually,  and 
making  about  two  million  yards 
of  cloth,  three-fourths  of  whicli 
is  dyed  or  printed  on  the  pre- 
mises. 

Near  to  those  factories,  anotbei 
concern,  called  the  Hamilton  ma* 
nufacturing  company,  is  locatedt 
with  a  capital  of  $600,000.  Tbtif 
commenced  their  buildings  in  IBfBt 
and  have  already  erected  one  fio* 
tory  155  feet  long,  and  with  sev»> 


*  This  class  includes  one  bank  in  Middlesex,  five  in  Worcester,  three  in  Hampriiii«i 
two  in  Franklin,  one  in  Hampden,  and  one  in  Berkshire. 
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gM  of  dwellings,  &.c.   They 
Q  operation  last  month,  and 

to    make    twilled    cotton 

chiefly.  There  are  seats 
It  mills  like  that  which  they 
lih. 

Merrimac  company  cm- 
67  persons — 299  males  and 
males — 107  of  whom  are 
n  twelve  years  old.     In  the 

appertaining  to  the  ^^ma- 
lop,^^  there  are  263  persons, 
m  162  are  males,  and  101 
.  Half  a  ton  of  cast  iron 
parage  amount  daily  used  in 
p,  and,  also,  large  quanti- 

wrought  iron.  Besides, 
iva  saw  mills,  grist  mills, 
fke  whole  population  of  the 
»  ibout  2,500.  They  have 
one  church,  school  houses, 
er  edifices.    A  village,  vrith 

00  inhabitants,  has,  also, 
mp  on  the  oppo<^ite  side  of 
r. 

Ilier  new  village,  called 
,**  has  also  sprung  up  in 
limetts,  within  the  last  four 
Three  great  factories  are 
in  operation  ;  one  of  them 

1  4,500  spindles,  and  156 

rf— Public  Schools. — The 
loston  contains  10,236  pu- 
which  7,044  are  in  public, 
)S  in  private  schools.  Num- 
•chools,  215— annual  ex- 
Jl 62,722— of  which  indi- 
pay  ^97.305 :  and  the  city 


1^,417,  exclusive  of  large  sums 
annually  expended  in  the  erection 
and  repair  of  school  houses. 

By  a  report  of  the  secretary  on 
schools,  it  appears,  "  That  in  128 
towns  reported  in  the  state,  the  mo- 
ney appropriated  to  schools,  by  the 
towns,  is  ^163,929  76.  Number  of 
districts,  972.  Number  of  children, 
71,259.  Number  of  academies  and 
private  schools,  18,143.  Amount 
expended  in  private  tuition,  158,- 
809.  Number  who  can  neither 
read  nor  write,  347.  Of  this  last 
item,  75  are  in  Marblehead  ;  60  in 
Adams;  39  in  Mendon;  20  in 
Milford ;  18  in  Plymouth ;  16  in 
Harwick  ;  and  7  in  Hancock ;  and 
one  or  two  others  in  various 
towns.'* 

Mr.  Lincoln,  re-elected  govern- 
or, had  27,884  votes  out  of  39,- 
992,  all  that  were  given. 

A  large  bed  of  pure  white  clay, 
was  discovered  on  the  farm  of 
captain  Luse,  at  Martha's  Vineyard. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Silsbee  was  elect- 
ed a  senator  of  the  United  States. 
1825.]     RHODE  ISLAND. 

Great  efforts  have  been  made  by 
tlio  most  intelligent  citizens,  to  re- 
form the  judiciary  of  this  state. 
In  consequence  of  the  present  or- 
ganization of  it,  most  of  the  im- 
portant law  business  is  carried  into 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States ;  because  the  judges  of  the 
state  court  having  very  small  com- 
pensation* and  not  being  of  the  le- 
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gal  profession,  are  necessarily  ta-  tions  were  made  to  it  during  its 

ken  from  a  class  of  men,  incompe-  last  session, 
tent  to  an  enlightened  and  satis&c-        The  registered  state  debt,  ex- 

tory  discharge  of  judicial  duties.  elusive  of  four  per  cent,  notes,  was. 

In  evidence  of  the  prosperous  in  the  whole,  j^48,000. 
condition  of  Rhode   Island,  it  is        There  are  ninety  cotton  miUs  in 

mentioned,  that,  deducting  the  wa-  this  state.    Some  of  them  are  very 

ters  of  Narraganset  bay,  the  whole  large. 

state  contains  but    1,100  square        1826.] — July. — ^An  additicm  of 

miles,  having  a  population  of  75^  $  100,000  was  made  to  the  capital 

to  each  square  mile.  of  the  Branch  bank  ci  the  United 

May. — ^The  expoiditures  of  the  States,  at  Providence, 
state,  during  the  last  year,  were        The  expenditures  of  the  tovm 

j^  19,869  19.  of  Providence,  during  the    year, 

June, — Banks. — There   are    in  amounted  to  j^47,808,  of  which 
the  state  forty-three  banks.     The  ^6,731  were  expended  for  the  sup- 
following  is  an  aggregate  view  of  port  of  the  schools,  and  ^7,797  for 
their  <sondition  : —  the  support  of  the  poor. 
Capital  stock  paid  in,    ^6,301,792        Major  Handy,  who  read  the  de- 
Deposites,                          767,908  claration    of    independence    fiffy 
Profits  on  hand,                  115,771  years  ago,  was  app<Mnted  to  lead 
Debts  due  from  banks,           5,976  the  same  on  this  anniversary. 
BiUs  in  circulation,             101,499  1825.]     CONNECTICUT. 
Debts  due  from  directors,  917,307        The  Farmington  canal  was  com- 
Due  firom  other  st'kholdVs,  675, 1 96  menced  early  in  August,  1 825 ;  and 
— firom  allother  persons,  4,47 1 ,4 10  it  was  expected,  that  by  the  follow- 
Specie,                               462,439  ing  summer,  it  would  be  completed 
BiUs  of  other  banks,           194,400  firom  the  line  of  Maasachuaetts  to 
Deposites  in  other  banks,  166,746  New  Haven. 
Bank  stock,                         71,002        The  insolvency  of  the    Eagie 
United  States'  bank  stock,    50,000  bank  of  New  Haven,  which  oocor- 
Real  estate.                         192,464  red  in  September,  1825,  produced 

A  destructive  fire  happened  in  a  great  sensation  in  Connediettt, 

Providence.       The     Univorsalist  and  in  some  of  the  neighboriif 

church,  and  eleven  other    build-  states,  where  its  notes  had  beei 

ings,  were  destroyed.  largely    pushed    into    circulalioB. 

October, — The  supreme  court  of  Misdirection  of  the  foods  and  ooft- 

this  state  have  the  power  of  ^nt-  cems  of  the  bank,  was  the  oidy 

ing  divorcei9.     Thirty-one  applica^  cause,  which  could  accoimt  for  the 
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Icy.  The  Derby  bank  also 
at  without  occasioning  so 
n  as  that  of  New  Haven. 
,  however^  owing  to  the 
pursued  by  banks,  in  the 
cial  cities,  of  sending  home 
of  country  banks  for  spe- 
her  these  failures,  nor  those 
sasaniaquoddy  and  Kenne- 
iks,  caused  so  much  loss 
their  respective  states,  as, 
periods,  they  would  and 
re  done. 

—Oliver  Wolcott  was  re- 
governor.  He  received 
rotes ;  and  about  sixty 
1^84. 

I  Willey  was  elected  a  se- 
die  United  States,  on  the 
ot 
AND  Dumb. — The  Hart- 
ylom,  under  charge  of 
Gallaudet  6i  Clerc,  has 
I  pupils,  under  the  charge 
astnictors — two  at  1,200, 
^000,  one  at  800,  and  one 
dlars  a  year.  The  cost  of 
ad  tuition,  including  wash- 
stationary,  is  11 5  dollars  a 
rhe  buildings  are  large  and 
ious,  and  can  accommo- 
}  pupils.  There  are  va- 
wkshops,  and  tlie  boys 
m  hours  every  day  in  Icam- 
9  useful  trade,  such  as  car- 
coopering,  shoemaking, 
he  product  of  these  shops 
ay  the  expenses  of  them, 


but  they  prepBie  the  deaf  and  dumb 
to  earn  their  future  support.  The 
period  of  four  years  is  generally 
sufficient  for  their  instruction  in 
what  is  taught  in  the  asylum.  One 
hundred  and  twenty-ei^t  pupils 
have  been  received  into  the  asy- 
lum, since  its  establishment;  but 
of  this  number,  only  twenty-eight 
have  sprung  from  familiee  able  to 
maintain  them  ^here.  The  re- 
maining hundred  have  generally 
been  maintained  by  the  states,  to 
which  they  belong. 

This  institution  was  incorporated 
in  1816 — ^its  funds  then  amounted 
to  $25,505,  obtained  by  subscrip- 
tions and  contributions.  It  has 
since  received  a  large  increase  of 
its  funds,  from  individuals  and  re-^ 
ligious  societies,  &c. ;  and  the 
present  value  of  them  is  estimated 
at  j^Sl  5,000 — yielding  an  actual  in* 
come  of  only  5,200. 

June. — ^An  agricultural  school, 
entitled  the  ^^  Fellcnbivg  school," 
for  instruction  in  horticulture,  agri- 
culture, &c.  was  established  at 
Windsor*  in  this  state. 

The  school  fund  of  this  state, 
amounts  to  j$2,756,233. 

The  receipts  into  the  treasury, 
during  the  year  ending  31st  of 
March,  were  $64,156  33,  viz: — 
126  38  avails  of  court ;  3,990  83 
forfeited  bonds;  7,875  57  duties 
on  writs,  licenses,  &c. ;  11,252 
dividends  on  bank  stock ;  2,820,61 
41 
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interest  on  United  States  stock; 
37,679  86  state  tax;  and  1,011  78 
tax  on  bank  stock,  owned  by  non- 
residents. 

The  expenditures,  during  the 
same  period,  were  j^58,408  99, 
▼is :  9,259  on  account  of  salaries ; 
13,937  58  debenture  and  contin- 
gent expenses  of  general  assem- 
bly ;  6,422  05  contingent  expenses 
of  government  >  16,713  80  judi- 
cial expenses;  2,690  92  support 
of  state  paupers;  7,284  90  for 
stale  penitentiary  ;  and  sundry  ex- 
penses to  the  amount  of  about  2,000. 


Tlie  debt  due  by  the  state  is 
only  ^1,681  38. 

The  permanent  funds  of  the 
state,  consist  of  $321 ,000,  in  tran»- 
ferable  bank  stock,  and  55,302  66, 
United  States  three  per  cent  The 
state  has,  besides,  52,709,  in 
transferable  bank  stock. 

The  ceremony  of  breaking  gvoand 
for  the  Farmington  canal,  took 
place  on  the  4th  of  July,  at  SahBon 
brook  village,  in  Granby.  Gevem- 
or  Wolcoit  delivered  an  addresaon 
the  occasion. 


Banks.      Capital  stock 

Notes  in 

Cash    Depoeites. 

Specie 

paid  in.       < 

circulation. 

on  hand. 

funds* 

Phenix 

1,210,000 

629,850 

116,497 

213,710 

Derby 

100,000 

1,271 

96,982 

Fairfield  county 

96,000 

88,974 

17,080 

15,506 

72,080 

Eagle 

623,800 

481,279 

87,913 

139,748 

139,748 

New  London 

130,250 

44,677 

32,704 

28,130 

Windham  county 

75,000 

132,640 

27,739 

18,869 

Middletown 

350,000 

175,528 

111,988  including  d^Oiites 

New  Haven 

339,600 

142,121 

43,049 

129,195 

Union 

100,000 

49,981 

17,712 

Norwich 

150,000 

110,178 

46,857 

67,887 

Hartford 

1,278,000 

337,059 

99,464 

Stonington 

50,456 

41,186 

38,948 

6,039 

Bridgeport 

100,000 

77,212 

26,753 

66,028 

Total,  4,613,106     2,311,956  639,951    644,827  363,338 

September. — On  the  6th,  the  an-    tive  of  the  occasion ;  and  a 
niversary  of  the  bloody  assault  of    mittee  was  appointed  for  thai 
the  British,  in  1781,  on  fort  Gris-    pose. 


wold,  was  celebrated  with  appro- 
priate ceremonies.  It  was  re- 
solved, that  a  monument  be  erect- 
ed on  Groton  heights,  commemora- 


Navember. — Silk. — WintHiair-""^^^^ 
county  is  .estimated  to  produce  11::=:^^^=^ 
sewing  silk  and  raw  silk,  $d4fiO^^^ 
a  year. 
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ee.]— JPeftmary.— The  resalt 
furvey,  made  under  the  di- 
B  of  the  company,  presents  a 
kvorable  aspect  for  the  com- 
Q  of  a  projected  inland  nan- 
I.  It  appears  that  from 
xd,  Connecticut,  to  Bamel, 
ont,  is  a  distance  of  2 19  miles ; 
teen  miles  of  which  will  re- 
canalluig,  and  the  remaining 
dies  a  slack  water  navijBfation 
»  river.  The  different  por- 
of  canal  to  unite  the  slack 
»  will  require  forty-one  locks ; 
•cent  from  Barnet  to  Hart- 
mng  420  feet.  The  estima- 
i|  of  all  these  improvements 
^1,827.  It  appears,  far- 
dnl  the  improvement  of  the 
B  this  manner,  by  dams  and 
is  preferred  by  the  company 
■nal  running  up  the  valley. 
B  particular,  they  allude  to 
cimylkill  navigation.     It    is 


also  sug^rested,  that  the  river  im- 
proved in  this  manner,  above 
Hartford,  would  afford  a  better  fii- 
cility  for  the  introduction  of  steam- 
boats of  a  li^t  draught  of  water, 
than  for  horseboats. 

Mttif^ — Samuel  A.  Foote,  Esq. 
was  chosen  a  senator  to  the  United 
States,  in  place  of  Mr.  Edwards. 
The  vote  was  for  Mr.  Foote,  98  ; 
Mr.  Bristol,  87. 

Jume. — ^The  present  principal  of 
the  school  fund  of  this  state,  is 
^1,719,494,  and  the  interest  due, 
1 1 6,288.  The  number  of  persons 
between  the  ages  of  4  and  16,  is 
about  85,000.  There  are  208 
school  societies,  and  85  cents  is 
the  dividend  for  schooling  each 
person*  This  splendid  fund  main- 
ly owes  its  prosperity  to  the  unwea- 
ried attention  and  rigid  honesty  of 
Mr.  Hillhouse,  who,  for  many 
years,  bad  charge  of  it. 
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I  NEW  YORK. 
B  State,  which,  from  its  posi- 
wealth,  and  population,  is 
regarded  as  the  key  stone  of 
nfederacy,  tliis  year  present- 
mform  and  unsullied  picture 
I  happiness  and  prosperity, 
a  free  community  must  en- 
der  an  enlightened  govem- 
Its  citizens  were  unusually 
om  the  political  excitement 


which  generally  prevaib  in  a  large 
state,  where  the  offices  of  trust  and 
honor,  present  sufficient  induce- 
ment for  the  efforts  of  a  generous 
ambition ;  while  the  government 
devoted  the  resources  of  the  state 
with  unwearied  attention  to  the 
completion  of  its  system  of  inter* 
nal  communication,  and  providing 
the  means  of  public  education. 
The  great  canal,  between  lake 
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Erie  add  thd  Hudson,  which  was  ing  the  Hudson  with  lake  ChUD- 

oommenced  in  1817,  wafi  this  year  plain. 

completed  ;  and  on  the  4th  of  No-        The  advantages  of  these  canatai 

vember,  1825,  the  first  boat  from  were  so  fiilly  demonstrated  by  ex* 

the  great  inland  lakes  arrived  in  perience,  that  new    canals   were 

the  harbor  of  New  York.     As  this  projected  in    other  parts  of  the 

boat  passed  the  different  villages  state,  and  a  general  feeling  pre* 

on  the  banks  of  the  canal,  salutes  vailed  to  improve  all  its  internal 

were    fired,    processions    formed,  communications  to  the  extent  of 

and  addresses  made  to  the  com-  their  capability,  and  j^  12,600  were 

missioners,  who  were  on  board,  in  appropriated  by  the  l^islature,  for 

honor  of  the  event.     It  was  a  tri-  the  survey  of  new  routes  for  canab. 
umphal  journey,  through  a  popu-        Other  canals,  which  were  author* 

lation,  who  felt  that  more  human  ised,  as  one  between  the  EIrie  canal 

happiness  was  conferred  by  the  sci-  and  lake  Ontario,  along  the  Oswe- 

entific    victory  which    they  cele-  go  river,  and  another  to  c<MDnrao 

brated,  than  any  military  conquest  nicate  with  Cayuga   and   Seneca 

of  ancient  Rome.  lakes,  fi-om  the  Erie  canal,  were 

This  canal,  which  was  made  by  also  commenced.      A  great  por- 

the  unaided  efforts  of  a  single  state,  tion  of  the  former   was  put  un- 

ntill  in  its  infancy,  is  360  miles  in  der  contract,  and  surveys  and  esti- 

length,  with  an  average  breadth  of  mates  were  made  for  the  other. 
40  feet.     It  has  81  locks,  chiefly        By  the  constitution  of  this  state, 

of  stone.     It  is  carried  through  a  a  census  is  to  be  taken  of  the  popu- 

very  fertile  country,  whose  popula-  lation,  &c.  every  tenth  jeair ;  and 

tion  has  been  much  augmented  by  the  census  for  the  year  1825,  which 

emigrants,  attracted  by  the  facili-  was  the  year  appointed  lor  taking 

ties  aflbrded  by  the  canal  to  trans-  the  same,  presented  the  ibllowing 

port   agricultural    productions    to  results : 

the    great   mart    of    the    United        Population. — ^Total  popoktioii 

States.  of  the  state,  1,616,458;  oi  winch 

The  cost  of  this,  and  the  Cham-  number  there  are  822,896  mdW) 

plain  canal,  was  ^9,123,000;  and  and  793,564  females:  male  per- 

their     annual     revenue     already  sons  subject  to  militia  duty,  and 

amounts* to  566,221 ;    of  which  between  the  ages  of  18  and  45, 

73,557     were    derived   from    the  180,645;   male  persons  qualiCed 

tolls  of  the  Champlain  canal.  to  vote  at  elections  for  state  and 

Besides  this  splendid  work,  a  ca-  county  officers,  296,132;  aliew, 


nal  commenced  about  the  same    40,430 ;  paupers,  5,610 ; 

time,  has  been  completed,  connect-    of  color  who  are  not  taxed,  38,- 


MIDDLE  STATES. 


a25 


7  70 ;  persons  of  color  who  are 
taxed,  931  ;  persons  of  color  who 
are  taxed,  and  qualified  to  yote  at 
elections  for  state  and  county  offi- 
cers, 298  ;  married  females  under 
46  years  of  age,  200,481 ;  unmar- 
jried  females  between  the  ages  of 
16  and  45  years,  135,391 ;  unmar- 

3ned  females  under  the  age  of  16 

3ears,  361,624. 

Number  of  marriages  the  year 

^3»ieceding,     11,553;    number    of 

"Inrths  the  year  preceding,  males 
31,514,  females  29,869  ;  number  of 
deaths  the  year  preceding,  males 
12,525,  females,  10,019. 

Lands  and  Stock. — ^Whole 
number  of  acres  of  improved  land, 
7,160,967.  Number  of  neat  cat- 
tle, 1 ,5 13,42 1 .  Number  of  horses, 
349,628.  Number  of  sheep,  3,496,- 
539.  Number  of  hogs,  1 ,467,573. 
Manttfactures. — Number  of 
yards  of  fulled  cloth,  manufactured 
in  the  domestic  way,  the  preceding 
year,  2,9 18,233.  Number  of  yards  of 
fluuiel  and  other  woollen  cloth,  not 
ftUed,  manufactured  in  the  domes- 
tic way,  the  year  preceding,  3,468,- 
001.  Number  of  yards  of  linen, 
eolton,  or  other  thin  cloths,  manu- 
ftetured  in  the  domestic  way,  the 
year  preceding,  8,079,992. 

Number  of  grist  mills,  2,264. 
Number  of  saw  mills,  5,1 95.  Num- 
ber of  oil  mills,  121.  Number  of 
foDing  mills,  1,222.  Number  of 
€arding  machines,  1,584.  Num- 
ber of  cotton  factories^  76.     Num- 


ber of  woollen  ftctmes,  189.  Num- 
ber of  cotton  and  woollen  ftctories, 
28.  Number  of  ir<xi  works,  170. 
Number  of  trip  hammers,  164. 
Number  of  distilleries,  1,129.  Num- 
ber of  asheries,  2,105. 

Number  of  deaf  and  dumb  per- 
sons :  males  under  10  years,  68 ; 
between  10  and  20  years,  221  ;  fe- 
males under  10  years,  67  ;  between 
10  and  25  years,  213 — total  645. 
Number  of  idiots :  males  under  21 
years,  336  ;  above  21  years,  397  ; 
females  under  21  years,  321,;  above 
2 1  years,  322— total  1 42 1 .  Num- 
ber of  lunatics  :  males  under  21 
years,  33  ;  above  21  years,  373 ; 
females  under  21  years,  27 ;  above 
21  years,  356— total  819. 

The  legislature,  which  met  iu 
November,  1 824,  as  a  sort  of  peace 
offering  to  their  constituents,  who 
had  been  much  excited  by  the  reten- 
tion, in  the  hands  of  the  same  legisla- 
ture, of  the  choice  of  presidential 
electors,  passed  a  law,  submitting 
to  the  people,  to  decide  between 
the  general  ticket,  or  district  sys- 
tem. As  the  succeeding  legisla- 
ture had  passed  a  law,  giving  the 
choice  to  the  people  in  districts, 
but  little  interest  was  felt  in  the 
fate  of  this  question.  At  the  fall 
elections,  however,  the  vote  stood 
66,324  in  favor  of  tlie  district  sys- 
tem, and  56,801  in  favor  of  a  gene- 
ral ticket 

A  change  was  proposed  to  tiie 
constitution,  in  the  legislature,  for 
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1825,  giving  the  choice  of  juBlices 
of  the  peace  to  the  people ;  and  an- 
other, extending  the  right  of  suf- 
frage to  every  white  citizen,  who 
had  resided  in  the  state  twelve 
months,  and  in*  the  county  six 
months. 

These  amendments  were  ratified 
by  two  thirds  of  the  legislature  for 
1826  ;  and  a  law  was  passed,  sub- 
mitting the  decision  of  these  ques- 
tions to  the  people,  at  the  next  fall 
elections.  A  law  was  also  passed, 
raising  the  sum  to  be  annually  dis- 
tributed to  the  conunon  schools, 
from  the  state  treasury,  to  j^lOO,- 
000;  and  a  law  laying  a  tax  on 
dogs,  with  the  view  of  encouraging 
the  breeding  of  sheep. 

A  law  was  also  passed,  making 
some  very  judicious  provisions  for 
the  security  of  steamboat  and  stage 
passengers.  Steamboats  are  're- 
quired, when  they  meet  each  other, 
to  lp0q»  to  the  right;  and,  when 
going  the  same  way,  not  to  ap- 
proach nearer  than  twenty  yards. 
When  passengers  are  landed  at  in- 
termediate places,  the  engines  are 
to  be  stopped,  and  the  boats  low- 
ered fairly  upon  the  water  before 
the  passengers  get  in.  The  boats 
are  required  to  carry  two  or  more 
lights  at  night — and  all  captains 
must  be  Uceiued  by  the  wardens 
of  the  port  of  New  York.  A  vio- 
lation of  any  of  these  rules  will  in- 
''ur  a  penalty  of  ^250. 


Stage  drivers  are  to  b 
by  justices  of  the  peace 

made  liable  to  heavy  pe 

upsetting  their  carriages, 

ly  running  their  horses. 

March. — The  chiefs  c 
neca  tribe  of  Indians,  wi 
morial  to  governor  Clic 
plaining  of  the  missiofl 
had  settled  among  them. 

The  following  resolut 
unanimously  passed  in  ti 
bly  of  this  state : — 

^^  Whereas  James  Mc 
present  chief  magistrate  < 
tion,  will  soon  retire  froD 
office  which  he  now  fil 
which  he  has  been  twice 
the  free  voice  of  his  coui 
whereas,  in  the  opinioi 
house,  an  expression  of 
tude  is  due  to  the  said  Jan 
roe,  as  a  public  benefacta 
fore, 

''  Resolved,  That  this  ] 
tertains  a  grateful  sen» 
many  highly  important 
which  have  been  rcnden 
republic  by  tiiis  distingu 
dividual. 

« 

''  Resolved,  That  his  a<i 
tion  of  the  loreueral  goveri 
eight  years  past,  has  been 
ly  calculated  to  promote 
sperity  and  honor  of  his  c 

'"  Resolved,  That  this  ] 
fers  to  the  said  James  Mil 
durance  of  its  hi^h  cons 
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and  respect,  and  of  its  ardent 
wishes  that  he  may  long  live  to 
enjoy,  with  his  fellow  citizens,  the 
blessings  of  that  Hberty  and  inde- 
pendence, for  the  attainment  of 
which  he  shed  his  blood,  and  for 
the  perpetuation  of  which  he  has 
so  long  and  faithfully  labwed. 

^^  Resolved^  That  the  honorable 
speaker  of  this  house  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  requested  to  transmit  to  the 
:sud  James  Monroe,  a  copy  of  the 
foregoing  resolutions." 

Schools. — During  the  year  1 824, 
the  number  of  children  taught  in 
the  common  schools  of  New  York, 
was  402,940,  for  the  average  period 
of  nine  months. 

There  are  in  the  state,  7,642 
schoc^  districts;  and,  of  course, 
the  same  number  of  common 
sehods.  Three  hundred  and  ele- 
ven new  school  districts  were  form' 
ed  during  the  year  1824. 

The  sum  paid  to  the  teachers  of 
the  common  schools  during  that 
yew,  out  of  public  funds,  was 
$182,741. 

The  general  school  fond,  con- 
sisting of  loans  due  the  state,  bonds, 
dee.  bank  stock,  lands,  dc«.  amounts 
to  about  j$  1,730,000  ;  and  the  k>- 
eil  school  fond,  to  about  37,(H)0. 
The  general  school  fund  is  produc- 
tife  in  part  only,  as  the  lands  re- 
Qaiii  principally  unsold. 

In  addition  to  the  above  $715^- 
043  in  money,  was  appropriated  to 


the  colleges  and  academie8,throug1i- 
out  the  state,  and  a  number  oikAs 
of  land  to  others. 

June. — On  Thursday,  the  4th  of 
this  month,  the  gates  at  the  foot  of 
Black  Rock  harbor  were  opened, 
and  lake  Erie,  for  the  first  time, 
commenced  feeding  the  western  ex- 
tremity ci  the  Erie  canal. 

Jviy. — Seven  young  men  were 
convicted  of  manslaughter,  for 
killing  Mr.  David  R.  Lambert,  a 
rei^)ectable  merchant  of  the  city 
of  New  York.  Mr.  Lambert,  vnflt 
some  friends,  was  returning  fi^m  a 
wedding  party  about  12  o'clock  at 
night,  and  was  met  by  the  youn{g 
men,  insulted,  and  finally  struck  ; 
and  by  one  blow,  deprived  instantly 
of  life.  The  oflenders  were  sen- 
tenced to  the  state  prison  for  seven 
years. 

Balloon. — Mr.  Eugene  Robert- 
son ascended  in  a  ballocm  fit>m 
Castle  garden,  in  the  presence  of 
general  La  Fayette. 

The  American  Inble  society  cele- 
brated its  ninth  anniversary,  at 
New  York,  on  the  12th  instant. 
According  to  the  annual  report 
then  made,  it  appeared  that  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  last  year,  (exclusive 
of  voluntary  contributions  towards 
the  building  of  the  society's  house,) 
amounted  to  j^46,601  81 ;  and  the 
expenditures  for  the  same  period, 
to  47,399^  13.  There  have  been 
printed,  during  the  year,  48,550 
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copies  of  bibles  and  testaments, 
making  an  aggregate  of  451,902 
bibles  and  testaments,  since  the  so- 
ciety was  founded.  Since  the  last 
report,  there  have  been  issued  from 
the  depository,  30,094  bibles,  33,- 
106  testaments,  and  651  copies  of  formed  with  several  vessels  in  tow, 
the  epistle  of  St.  John,  in  the  Mo-    and  the  whole  proceeded  to  Sandy 


Nocemher, — The  celebration  of 
the  opening  of  the  grand  Erie  ca- 
nal, and  the  arrival  of  the  first  boat 
at  New  York,  took  place  on  the 
4th  of  this  month.  A  procession 
of  twenty-one  steam    boats 


hawk  and  in  the  Delaware  language, 
making  a  grand  total,  since  the  in- 
stitution of  the  society,  of  372,913. 
Of  those  issued  during  the  last  year, 
19,623  copies  were  issued  gratui- 
tously. Forty-four  new  auxiliary 
societies  have  been  added,  during 
the  year ;  making  in  all,  451  re- 
cognized auxiliaries  to  the  parent 
institution. 

The  ceremony  of  laying  the 
^^  cap  stone"  of  the  flight  of  locks 
at  Lockport  on  the  Erie  canal,  took 
place  on  the  24th  of  this  month. 

On  the  19th  of  this  month,  an 
extensive  fire  happened  at  Hudson. 
Twenty-four,  or  twenty-five  build- 
ings were  destroyed,  and  property 
to  the  amount  of  about  j^50,000. 

August, — At  the  village  of  Fre- 
donia,  in  the  county  of  Chatauque, 
there  are  several  buildings  lighted 
by  natural  gas.  The  hydrogen  gas, 
or  inflammable  air,  which  produces 
these  lights,  is  procured  by  drilling 
a  hole  several  feet  into  the  rock, 
which  composes  the  bed  of  the 
creek  that  passes  through  the  vil- 
lage, and  is  conducted  by  logs  to 
the  buildings  lighted. 


Hodc,    where    the    ceremony 
uniting  the  waters  of  lake 
and  the    Atlantic,    was   perfonn 
ed,    by  pouring  a    keg   of 
of  lake  Erie  into  the  ocean.    T 


nautical  expedition  then  returned- 
and  the  day  was  concluded  by 
and  military  processions.     In 
evening,  several  buildings  were  il- 
luminated, and  a  grand  ball  wass 
given. 

January^  1826. — ^The  legislature^ 
met  at  Albany  on  the  3d  of 
month.     Samuel  Toong,  Esq. 
elected  speaker,  at  the  fint  ballot — 

Nathan  Sanford,  Esq.  chancellor 
of  the  state,  was  elected  a  seoatoi^" 
with  but  one  dissenting  voice.  Sa- 
muel Jones,  Esq.  was  appcnnted 
governor  Clinton,  with  the 
of  the  senate,  chancellor,  in 
place  of  Mr.  SanfonL 

A  survey  and   estimates 
made  for  supplying  the  city 
water  from  the  river  Bronx,  by 
tunnel  of  thirteen  and  a  half 
long,  to  Harlem,  and  thence  by  i 
pipes,  nine  miles  to  the  city.  Whol 
distance   twenty-two    and 
miles,  and  the  cost  of  the  tamw^^^ 
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iwrvoirs  ami  distribution  of 
tar,  is  estimated  to  cost 
XX).  The  river  Bronx,  at 
St  season  of  last  year,  was 

and  found  to  yield  4,307,- 
ons  in  twenty- four  hours  ; 

the  addition  of  certain 
he  supply  may  be  increa- 
ine  million  of  gallons, 
following  is  an  abstract  of 
lal  census  of  the  ^^  humane 
ninal  institutions  in  the  city 
York,"  taken  on  the  1st  of 
• 

in  asylum — boys  103,  girls 
J;  increase  9.  City  hos- 
•atients  162,  lunatics  88 — 
)creasc  6.  City  alms  house 
I  men  521,  women  533, 
89  girls  234,  persons  of  co- 
•1,742 ;  increase  58.  Belle- 
pital — maniac  men  40,  do. 
44 — 84.  House  of  refuge 
49,  girls  14—63.  Debtor's 
including  the  liberties,  178 
ifle  122.  Bridewell — white 

I  women  1 7,  black  men  48, 
19 — 171  ;     increase    46. 

litry— -criminals     84,     of 
10  are  black,  vagrants  210, 

II  93  are  white  women,  and 
k  women — total  162  ;  de- 
44.  State  prison — white 
»8,  women  13,  black  men 
omen  27—496  ;  decrease 
One  hundred  and  nineteen 
w^e  removed  to  the  state 
it  Auburn,  &c.  during  the 
mi  33  less  were  admitted 
the  last  year  than  in  the  pre- 


ceding.] All  these  together,  show 
a  general  decrease  of  56 ;  last  year 
3,484,  present  year  3,428. 

The  whole  receipts  in  the  trea- 
sury of  the  city  of  New  York,  for 
the  last  year,  amounted  to  the  great 
sum  of  $780,387— of  which  324,- 
675  were  on  account  of  taxes ; 
150,927  for  assessments,  for  streets 
opened,  &c.  and  138,400  borrow- 
ed. A  balance  of  29,794  was  lefl 
in  the  treasury.  Some  of  the  chief 
items  of  expenditure  were,  for 
opening  streets,  &«.  181,312  ; 
bonds  paid,  50,700  ;  docks  and 
slips,  &c.  35, 112;  interest  account 
83,967 ;  alms  house,  bridewell, 
penitentiary,  d&c.  81,546  ;  lamps 
and  lighting  the  city,  27,520 ;  watch, 
60,650;  salaries,  22,181;  com- 
m^  schools  and  charities,  16,587, 
&c. 

A  new  state  prison  is  building 
on  the  margin  of  the  Hudson,  in 
Westchester  county,  about  thirty- 
three  miles  above  the  city  of  New 
York.  The  site  contains  130 
acres,  of  which  100  is  marble  rock, 
which  supplies  materials  for  the 
edifices,  and  will  hereafter  furnish 
employment  for  the  convicts  in 
quarrying  and  fashioning  the  stone 
as  may  be  required  for  other  build- 
ings. About  100  convicts  are  at 
present  at  work  on  the  spot. 

MoNiED  iNsnTUTioNs. — The  fol- 
lowing is  the  amount  of  capital  au- 
thorised, and  the  amount  paid  in 
by  the  different  companies  through- 
out the  state. 
42 
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Banks, 

Insurance  companies, 

Lombard  companies. 


Capital  authorised. 
25,040,350 
26,350,000 
1,100,000 


Paid  in. 
18,972,619 
16,033,731 
1,100,000 


Total, 

There  are  forty-eight  banks  in 
the  state,  fifly-nine  insurance  com- 
panies, and  five  lombard  compa- 
nies. Of  the  bank  stock,  the  state 
owns  shares  to  the  amount  of 
406,740  dollars. 

March. — Jasper  Ward,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  senate  of  the  state,  was 
obliged  to  resign  his  seat,  to  pre- 
vent expulsion,  on  account  of  ha- 
ving been  concerned  in  the  impro- 
per passage  of  some  laws  for  the 
incorporation  of  new  companies. 

Common  Schools. — The  annual 
report  on  the  common  sc|u)ol 
fund,  gave  the  following  re- 
sults for  the  past  year: — 7773 
school  districts,  being  an  increase 
of  131  districts  since  the  last  re- 
port, (vide  page  327.)  { 182,790 
paid  to  the  several  school  districts. 
Number  of  children  educated  in  the 
common  schools,  making  returns 
425,530.  From  656  schools,  there 
were  no  returns.  Capital  of  the 
general  school  fimd  { 1,3 19,886. 
Revenue  received  fi'om  this  fund  in 
1825,  81,815.  The  lands  appro- 
priated to  the  same  purpose,  are 
computed  at  858,090  acres,  and 
valued  at  {406,418. 

ilfiiy.— About  100  feet  of  the 
dam,   or  pier,  comprising  Black 


52,490,350  36,106,351 

Rock  harbor,  gave  way  on  the  27th 
of  this  month,  and  the  head  water 
of  the  harbor  fell  immediately  twen- 
ty-two inches. 

A  great  fire  occurred  in  New 
York  city.  It  originated  in  wliit 
were  termed  the  Exchange  buiU- 
ings,  and  in  a  few  hours  the  whofe 
structure  was  in  ruins.  The  kMS 
sustained,  was  estimated  at  $200,- 
000. 
1825.]      NEW  JERSEY. 

November. — Isaac  H.   William- 
son was  re-elected  governor. 

The  Morris  and  Defannre  ca- 
nals were  in  active  operalaon. 

At  PaterscHi,  in  this  state,  there 
are  twelve  cotton  miOe  in  opera- 
tion, and  three  undergoing  rqnirs ; 
whole  number  of  spindles  in  tbeoi, 
21,992;  annual  eonsmnptioit  of 
cotton,  l,480,0001b8.  There  are 
in  the  factories,  249  power  loQns, 
and  seventy-nine  hand  Iooibb  ;  and 
380  hand  looms  in  the  toiva,  ex- 
clusive of  those  in  the 
Total  amount  of  cotton  «dk>lh 
nufactured  weekly,  58,981 
There  are  two  fiustmea  emptofed 
in  making  linen  duck,  lumof  1,- 
524  spindles,  which  wiU 
yearly  406,0001bs.  of  flaxt 
manufacture  406,560  yuda 
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Seven-eights  of  the  flax  spun  in 

these  mills  is  imported  I    There  is 

idso,  a  rolling  mill  and  nail  factory, 

making  364  tons  annually.     The 

weekly  wages  paid  to  the  different 

work  people,  amount  to  ^4,650,  or 

JK4 1,800    per    annunu    Paterson 

has  six  places  for  public  worship, 

ten  schools  with  413  scholars,  two 

banks,  and  584  dwelling  houses. 

The  school  fund  of  the  state  is 
^200,000;  chiefly  produced  by 
iMnk  bonuses. 

December. — ^There  were  fifVy-siz 
^somicts  in  the  state  prison— thirty- 
six  whites  and  twenty  blacks ;  for- 
ty-nine of  whom  are  Americans, 
£ve  Irishmen,  one  Englishman,  and 
<xie  Dutchman ;    nineteen    under 
twenty-five  years  of  age ;  thirteen 
in  solitary  confinement.     Actual 
iooi  <m  the  institution,  after  pajring 
all  expenses,  for  the  year  ending 
Oelober  last,  ^2,690  90. 

Bahxs. — The  amount  of  the 
stock  of  the  several  banking,  insu- 
rance, and  canalling  companies,  of 
the  state,  is  ^8,875,000  ;  of  which, 
there  has  been  actually  paid  in, 
3,1 75,666;  the  annual  tax  re- 
ceived thereon  by  the  state,  is 
51,877  62 ;  the  whoie  amount  of 
pfemiums  on  charters,  or  IxMiuses, 
«nthori29ed  to  be  paid,  is  235,233 
50 ;  and  the  amount  actually  paid 
to  the  state  treasury,  91,033  50. 

1826.] Jaamary. ^A    silver 

mine  was  discovered   in^  Sussex 
countv. 


Manitfactobixs. — ^In  Jersey 
city,  opposite  New  York,  a  com- 
pany, with  |200,000  capital,  have 
established  extensive  glass  works. 
About  one  hundred  persons  are 
fiilly  employed  in  them.  Adjoin- 
ing those  works  is  a  porcelain  &c- 
tory,  with  a  capital  of  100,000, 
employing  about  the  same  number 
of  work-people.  A  short  distance 
therefirom  is  a  carpet  manufactory, 
with  a  capital  of  400,000,  em- 
ploying one  hundred  hands.  These 
three  establishments  probably  give 
subsistence  to  about  one  tkoueand 
persons.  They  are  all  in  a  flou- 
rishing condition;  and  the  wares 
and  carpets  made  by  them  are  of 
excellent  qualities.  The  carpet 
fiictory  turns  out  about  2,500  yards 
per  week,  which  finds  a  preference 
^er  the  foreign  ingrain  carpeting, 
and  a  ready  market.  The  yam  is 
spun  at  the  Little  fidls,  at  which 
&ctory,  also,  the  concern  employs 
about  one  hundred  hands. 

June. — An  extensive  fire  took 
place  in  the  woods;  covering  in 
extent  more  than  45,000  acres. 
1825.]    PENNSYLVANIA. 

In  this  state,  a  board  has  been 
lately  created  for  promoting  inter- 
nal improvement ;  of  which,  John 
Sergeant,  Esq.  of  Philadelphia, 
was  appointed  president  A  spirit 
of  enterprise  and  improvement  be- 
gan to  develope  itself;  and  various 
undertakings  were  commenced  for 
the    purpose    of  fiicilitating    the 
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transportation  of  produce  to  mar- 
ket. Among  them  were  the  Schuyl- 
kill canal  works,  for  the  purpose  of 
improving  the  navigation  of  that 
river ;  the  Union  canal  to  open  a 
communication  between  the  Dela- 
ware and  the  SchuylkiU,  and  from 
the  latter  river  to  the  Susquehan- 
nah ;  the  Lackawaxen  canal  in 
continuation  of  the  Delaware  and 
Hudson  canal ;  the  Lehigh  canal 
for  the  purpose  of  improving  the 
navigation  of  that  stream.  The 
Delaware  was  also  to  be  united  to 
the  Susquehannah  and  the  Ohio, 
by  what  was  denominated  the 
Pennsylvania  canal,  extending  from 
Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg.  The 
commissioners  reported  two  routes 
to  be  practicable ;  one  called  the 
Juniata  route,  and  one  more  north- 
em.  As  there  was  not  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  water  to  be  relied  on, . 
for  the  pass  across  the  mountain 
on  the  first  route,  a  rail  road  was 
recommended. 

The  estimates  for  the  canal  and 
road  from  the  Susquehannah  to 
Pittsburg,  amounted  to  ^3,045,- 
900. 

Two  sections  of  this  canal  were 
authorised ;  being  together  about 
fifly-five  miles  in  length,  and  ap- 
propriations made  for  the  same. 

Various  rail  roads  were  also 
proposed,  and  every  effort  was 
made  by  Pennsylvania,  to  overtake 
her  sister  state  New  York,  in  the 
great  work  of  internal  improve- 


ment.    The  details  will  be  found 
hereafter. 

AprU. — A  bill  authorizing  the 
people  of  the  state,  to  vote  for  or 
against  a  convention  to  amend  the 
constitution,  was  passed  and  be- 
came a  law  ;  and  the  votes  of  the 
electors  were  taken  in  September, 
when  it  appeared,  that  44,488  were 
in  favor  of,  and  59,892  against, 
holding  such  convention. 

May, — The  state  of  Pennsylva- 
nia owns  ^1,789,067  20J  of  turn- 
pike stock  ;  which,  during  the  year 
1824,  yielded  a  revenue  of  eleven 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars 
fifty  cents ! 

The  state  also  holds  bridge  stock 
to  the  amount  of  §554,750.  This 
is  a  little  more  profitable.  It  last 
year  yielded  a  revenue  of  ten  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

The  state  has  besides  ^30,000 
in  Union  canal  stock,  and  50,000 
in  stock  of  the  Schuylkill  naviga- 
tion company.  At  the  expiration 
of  fifteen  years,  J  100,000  of  Dela- 
ware  and  Chesapeake  canal  stock,  > 
is  to  be  transferred  to  it  by  the 
Philadelphia  bank. 

From  this,  it  appears  that  the 
whole  amount  of  capital  stock,  in- 
vested in  public  improvement,  is 
^2,523,817  20},  and  that  it  last 
year  yielded  a  revenue  of  12,827  60. 

The  following  appropriati<Hi8, 
remaining  unpaid  on  the  1st  of 
December,  1824,  are  not  included 
in  the  foregoing  estimate.      For 
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turnpikes  ^156,600  40| ;  for  ca-  and  1,500  persons,  including  the 

Dais  20,000 ;  for  the  improvement  families  of  the  workmen.      The 

of  rivers  and  creeks   51,213  50 ;  fuel  used  is  stone  coal,  the  stock  of 

for  bridges  28,750.  which  is  inexhaustible,    and    the 

July, — The  comer  of  the  new  supply  convenient.     The  Kiskimi- 

KhU  of  the  Franklin  institute,  was  netas  is  navis^ble  for  keel-boats, 

laid   at  Philadelphia,  in  due  form  eight  or  ten  months  in  the  year. 

ij  the  grand  lodge  of  Pennsylvania.  There  are  a  number  of  mills  upon 

September. — Part  of  the  tunnel  it,  and  a  furnace  is  erecting, 

if  the  Union  canal  caved  in,  and  Coal. — The  following  is  an  es- 

dorered  eight  of  the  laborers ;  four  timate  of  the  extent  and  quantity 

if  whom  were  killed.  of  the  coal  formation  in  Luzerne 

Salt  Works. — There  are  five  county. 
veils  in  operation  on  the  Cone-  The  length  of  Wyoming  valley 
DUigh  river  ;  from  the  water  of  is  eighteen  miles — ^width  of  coal, 
irliich,  120  bushels  of  salt  are  daily  on  average,  three  and  a  half  miles 
aade,  in  sixteen  pans.  — ^which  gives  an  area  of  sixty- 
There  are  nineteen  wells  in  ope-  three  square  miles  of  coal,  or 
mtkm  on  the  Kiskiminetas  river,  195,148,800  square  yards;  each 
;irith  forty-nine  pans,  making  1 ,350  cubit  yard  in  the  strata,  or  mines, 
>usbels  of  salt  per  day,  and  twen-  3rields,  exclusive  of  wastage,  one 
j'Vaxte  wells  now  sinking.  One  ton.  The  above  area,  multiplied 
it  the  new  wells  is  700  feet  deep,  by  fifteen  yards,  the  thickness  of 
md  yet  yields  no  water.  Several  several  strata,  gives  2,927,232,000 
illiers  are  300  feet,  and  ^^  no  wa-  tons  in  the  valley  of  Wyoming. 
' — but,  in  two  of  them,  '*wa-  The  Lackawana  section,  joining 
'  has  been  found  at  350  and  the  upper  end  of  the  valley,  may 
{QO  feet,  respectively.  The  idea  be  stated  at  twenty-six  miles,  ave- 
ippears  to  be,  that  salt-water  may  raging  only  one-third  of  a  mile 
le  found  in  aU  the  wells — but  at  wide.  The  section  below  the 
meertain  depths.  The  establish-  valley  is  ^ve  miles  long,  by  one 
Is  are  in  the  neighborhood  of  ^mile  wide, 
other.  The  coal  formation  of  Luzerne, 
The  present  daily  product  of  the  may  then  be  divided  into  three 
,  at  both  places,  is  1,470  sections,  each  containing  as  fol- 
of  salt,  which  is  sold  on  lows :  The  N.  E.  or  that  of  the 
hb  spot  for  the  reasonable  price  Lackawana  valley,  906,048,000 
)f  thirty  cents  per  bushel.  The  tons  ;  Middle,  or  that  of  the  Wyo- 
nmhufiu^ture  subsists  between   12  ming  valley,  2,927,232,000  tons ; 
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S.  W.  or  lower  section,  200,000,- 
000  tons ;  amounting,  in  Luzerne, 
to  4,033,280,000  tons.  In  this 
estimate,  great  aDowances  have 
been  made  for  pillajrs,  &c.  &c. 

The  foUowmg  is  ,a  statement  of 
the  actual  length  and  level  of  the 
proposed  canal,  from  Pittsburg  to 
Harrisburg. 

1.  From  the  harbor  on  Ben's 
creek,  the  highest  point  of  naviga- 
tion on  the  Conemaugh  river,  to 
Pittsburg;  distance  120  miles  and 
56  rods  by  actual  measurement. 

2.  Total  fall  between  these 
points,  1154  and  seven-tenths  feet 
of  lockage,  on  the  west  side  of  the 
proposed  canal. 

3.  Length  of  the  portage  be- 
tween the  first  point,  (the  harbor 
on  Ben's  creek,)  and  the  highest 
point  of  navigation  on  the  Juniata 
eastward,  nineteen  and  three  quar- 
ter miles ;  over  which  a  road  may 
be  cheaply  made,  graded  at  one 
degree  above  the  horizon. 

4.  On  the  east  side  of  the  Alle- 
gheny mountain,  down  the  Juniata 
to  Harrisburg,  the  dbtance  has 
been  ascertained  to  be,  within  a 
firaction,  130  miles. 

5.  The  total  fall  in  this  distance, 
is  estimated  827  feet.  The  levels 
and  surveys  were  made  on  the 
Juniata  by  the  last  year's  conunis- 
sioners. 

6.  Total  distance  of  the  line  of 
the  proposed  canal,  firom   Pitts- 


burg to  Harrisburg,  (including  the 
portage  of  nineteen  and  three 
quarter  miles,)  269  miles,  three 
quarters,  and  fifty-six  rods. 

7.  Total  lockage,  firom  Harris- 
burg to  Pittsburg,  1782  feet,  sod, 
allowing  seven  feet  lift  to  eich 
lock,  requiring  220  locks. 

December. — From  a  report  b]r 
the  president  and  managers  of  Ae 
Union  canal,  it  appears,  that  the 
works  of  the  company,  alreadf  ac- 
complished, have  cost  about  ^400,- 
000,  and  the  means  applkdfe 
thereto,  are  estimated  at  290,703 
more.  The  whole  line  of  the  ei* 
nal  will  be  74  Biiles,  and  unite  the 
Susquehannah  with  the  Sclra^kiD; 
and  it  is  estimated  that  a  nafiga- 
tion  of  240  days  in  a  year,  irith 
only  five  boats  per  day,  laden  with 
100  tons,  will  give  an  annual  pro- 
duct of  25,520— ten  boats,  and 
200  tons  71,040,  and  so  Ofr-^ 
boats,  daily,  1,000  tons,  equal  to 
355,200,  for  tolls.  The  entire  ca- 
nal, it  is  estimated,  will  be  comply 
ted  in  1827. 

The  tolls  on  the  Schuylkill  canali 
amount  to,  fix>m  ^800  to  1/XWpff 
week. 

The  legislature  met  at  Vb0» 
burg,  on  the  5th  of  tins  ■Miih' 
Joseph  Ritner  was  deeted  speaker 
of  the  house,  on  the  leooaid  lilA 
and  Alexander  Mahon  was  elaelal 
speaker  of  the  senate,  on  the  feff<b 
ballot. 
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owing  bills  were  reported  line  from  the  Susquehannah  to  the 

le.  Belmont  coal  mines, 

incorporate  the   Ghesa-  1826.] — January. — ^The  receipts 

I  Ohio  canal  company,  into  the  treasury  daring  the  past 

ires  the  assent  of  Penn-  year,  amounted  to  {543,790  29, 

I  the  act  of  Virginia,  of  which,  including  a  balance  in  the 

ary,  1824,  incorporating  treasury,  on  the  1st  of  December, 

4>eake  and  Ohio  canal  1824,   made  a  total  of  670,373 

with  one  exception  to  its  19. 

id  with  certain  resenra-  The  expenditures  for  the  year, 

7or  of  Pennsylvania,  such  were  {502,880  05.    Balance  in  the 

snsion  of  the  line  of  ca-  treasury,  67,493  14.     The  state 

tsburg,  and  with  regard  debt  amounted  to  1,993,935  28. 

umals,  &c.     By  the  act  According  to  the  annual  report 

t,  the  capital  of  this  com-  of  the  Schuylkill  navigation  compa- 

,000,000  ;   its  corporate  ny,  the  works  are  in  extent  about 

I  perpetual,  and  the  ca-  108   miles,   commencing    at    the 

its  works  are  forever  ex-  Schuylkill  bridge,  Philadelphia,  and 

na  taxation.  ending  at  Mount  Carbon ;  of  which 

incorporate    the  Tioga  sixty-two  miles  are  by  canals,  and 

I  company ;  capital  stock  forty-six  by  pools  in  the  river.  The 

The  object,  a  canal  and  number  of  houses  for  lock  keepers^ 

t  navigation  on  the  Tio-  is  sixty-five ;  the  number  of  locks, 

the  coal  mines  at  Peters'  below    Reading,    thirty-six  ;    and 

above  Reading,  eighty-four ;   be* 

Doorporate  the  Delaware  ing,  in  the  whole,  120;  seventeen 

lehannah  canal  and  rail  feet  wide,  by  eighty  long ;  of  which 

any.  Capital  stock  1,400,-  twenty-eight  are  guard  locks,  over- 

B  works  to  commence  at  coming  a  &I1  of  588  feet, 

mock,  and  proceed  to  the  Twenty-eight  dams,  making  a 

water  gap  and  Easton.  slack  water  navigation  of  forty-six 

Lesbarre    and    Delaware  miles.    At  most  of  those  dams^ 

Iway  company.     Capital  there^  is  a  large  surplus  of  water 

00,000.    To  connect  by  power  that  may  be  sold  for  manu- 

•om  Wilkesbarre  to  the  facturing  purposes, 

water  gap.  Twenty-three  canals,  three   to 

kawanna  and  Susquehan-  four  feet  deep,  by  thirty-two  to 

road  company.     Capital  forty  feet  wide  on  the  top  water 

/KX).     To  connect  by  a  line,  in  length  sixty-three  miles. 
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Seventeen  arched  stone  aque- 
ducts. 

One  tunnel,  cut  through  and  un- 
der a  sohd  rock,  450  feet  long. 

The  rate  of  toll  on  coal,  from 
Mount  Carbon  to  Philadelphia,  is 
fixed  at  six  cents  per  busliel,  or 
one  dollar  sixty-eight  cents  a  ton. 

The  whole  expenditures  of  the 
SchuylkiU  navigation  company,  up 
to  the  31st  December,  1825,  were 
as  follows  :  paid  for  improvements 
$1,704,948  80;  for  land  63,405  64; 
for  damages  39,701  73 ;  for  interest 
on  loans  80,91 141;  in  securities 
60,548  89— total,  1,949,816  47.— 
The  tolls,  rents,  &c.  produced 
20,123  91  during  the  last  year — 
but  the  works  were  only  in  partial 
operation. 

February. — Panama  Mlssion. — 
The  foUowing  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions, introduced  into  the  senate 
of  Pennsylvania,  by  Messrs.  Suth- 
erland and  M'llvaine,  were  adopt- 
ed by  tliat  body,  by  a  very  large 
majority. 

"  Whereas,  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  in  his  last  message, 
has  informed  tlie  country,  that  tlie 
repubhcs  of  the  south  have  invited 
our  government  to  send  represen- 
tatives to  meet  them  in  a  congress 
to  be  held  in  Panama  ;  and  as,  on 
a  recent  occasion,  tlie  legislature 
of  the  state  adopted  a  resolution 
approbatory  of  president  Monroe, 
in  defence  of  the  cause  of  liberty 
in  tlie  western  hemisphere,  thus 


manifeflting  its  sympathy  with,  and 
deep  interest  in  the  establishment  of 
other  republics,  based  like  its  own, 
upon  the  just  acknowledgmentof the 
rights  of  man.  Therefore,  refofecd, 
by  the  senate  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  conunonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  general  assembly 
met,  that  the  policy  of  a  mission  to 
Panama,  comports,  in  an  eminent 
degree,  with  the  Uberal  principles  of 
the  day,  and  is  calculated  not  only 
to  foster  and  protect  those  who 
merit  our  support  as  friends  of  free- 
dom, but  also,  to  familiarize  oar 
government  with  the  views  and  re- 
sources of  a  people  rising  in  the 
majesty  of  their  strength,  in  the 
scale  of  national  importance." 

Schools. — In  the  first  scbool  dis- 
trict, which  consists  of  the  city  and 
liberties  of  Philadelphia,  there  are 
3,507  children  in  regular  attend- 
ance at  the  common  schooh ;  and 
those  at  the  Lancasterian  swell  the 
amount  to  4,144 — ^the  whole  cost 
of  which  is  $22,442  71. 
1826.]     DELAWARE. 

June. — The  law,  which  secured 
to  the  creditors  of  deceased  per- 
sons, residing  in  the  state  of  Dela- 
ware, a  preference  against  credi- 
tors residing  out  of  the  state,  was 
repealed. 

During  this  year,  great  progress 
has  been  made  in  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  canal.  About  1,800 
men  have  been  employed  in  this 
work,  of  whom  about  700  were 
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placed  between  tlie  river  Delaware 

Ancf  St.  Geort(c*8.  Some  diliiculties 

Jiave  occurred,  in  con<«equence  of  a 

dispute  between  tlie  contractor  and 
the  company  ;  and,  at  one  time,  the 

^vork  was  temporarily  suspended. 
Xt,  however,  was  commenced  again, 
and   notwithstanding  the    ground 
is   unfavorable,  a  speedy  comple- 
te ion  is  promised  to  the  work. 

The  canal,  when  completed,  will 
l^e  fourteen  miles  long,  and  eight 
feet  deep ;  and  is  intended  to  serve 
OS  a  connecting  link  tor  sloop  navi- 
Qfation  between  the  two  bays. 

A  public  college  is  about  to  be 
c:;rected  at  Newark,  in  tliis  state, 
«ind  from  the  salubrity  of  tlie  situa- 
t.ion,  and  the  cheapness  of  board, 
it  is  expected  that  it  will  meet  with 
^rreat  encouragement. 

In  this  state,  tlie  old  party  dis- 
l.inctions  of  fedcrahst  and  demo- 
<:rat,  continue  to  prevail.  At  the 
election  which  took  [)lace  in  Octo- 
Ijer,  1825,  the  democratic  party 
prevailed  in  the  counties  of  New- 
castle and  Kent.  In  the  other 
ctoimty,  the  federal  party  prevail- 
ed ;  but,  in  consequence  of  the 
ohangc  in  the  majority  of  one  of 
the  former  counties,  the  political 
f^haracter  of  tiie  legislature  was 
<^haiiged  for  the  year  1825  to  de- 
mocratic. 
1 825.]     MARYLAND. 

Ftbruary, — ^The  legislature  ad- 
journed on  Saturday.  The  "  Jew 
IsilU"'    modifvini;  the   constitution, 


so  as  to  extend  political  privileges 
to  the  Jews,  passed  the  legislature 
in  the  lower  house,  by  a  vote  of  twen- 
ty-six to  twenty-five  ;  only  lifly-one 
out  of  eighty  members  being  pre- 
sent. It  must,  however,  be  passed 
by  the  succeeding  legislature,  be- 
fore it  can  become  a  law.  A  law 
abolishing  the  imprisonment  of  fe- 
males for  debt,  was  passed  ;  as  was 
also  a  supplement  to  tlie  usury  law, 
in  favor  of  bona  fide  holders  of  nc* 
gotiable  securities. 

By  the  repeal  of  the  proviso  of 
a  law  of  this  state,  every  negro  is 
prohibited  from  carrying  a  gun,  or 
keeping  a  dog. 

June, — Great  ravages  were  made 
by  the  Hessian  fly.  In  tlie  light 
lands  the  destruction  was  com- 
plete. 

December. — The  legislature  met. 

1 82t). ] — January, — Dr.  Joseph 
Kent  was  elected  governor  of  the 
state.  The  votes  stood  for  Dr. 
Kent,  59  ;  for  Dr.  Tyler,  30. 

The  "  Jew  lull"  was  passed  by 
a  vote  of  45  to  .')2,  and  became  a 
law. 

Receipts  into  the  treasury  for 
1825,  j|l44 1,083  97;  expenditures 
during  the  year,  334,524  90  ;  ba- 
lance in  the  treasury,  on  the  Isl 
January,  182(>,  106,459  07. 

The  legislature  passed  a  canal 
bill,  appropriating  J(500,000  to  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal ;  a 
like  sum  to  extend  it  to  Baltimore ; 
a  like  sum  to  the  Baltimore  and 
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Susquchannah  canal ;  and  200,000 
to  improvinjpr  the  navigation  of  tlie 
rivers  on  the  eastern  shore. 

Colonel  E.  F.  Chambers  was 
elected  a  United  States'  senator, 
to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  resi^riiation  of  Mr.  Floyd. 
The  vote  was  for  colonel  Cham- 
bers, 49  ;  for  general  Reed,  34. 

The  lotteries  actually  drawn  in 
Maryland,  during  the  last  year,  had 
an  aggregate  capital  of  $1,242,- 
.-^30. 

A  mysterious  and  extensive  rob- 
bery  of  the  mail,  was  committed 
on  the  28th  of  this  month,  on  its 
its  passage  from  Pliiladelphia  to 
Baltimore.  The  whole  mail  from 
the  east,  with  the  exception  of  the 
package  for  Baltimore,  was  taken 
out,  and  the  robbery  was  conse- 
quently not  discovered  until  the  ar- 
rival of  tlie  mail  at  Washington. 
One  of  the  drivers  was  arrested, 
and  confessed  the  crime^  and  the 
whole  arrangements  by  which  the 
robbery  was  committed.  It  ap- 
pears, tliat  four  persons  were  con- 
cerned, two  drivers  and  two  others. 
On  the  day  of  the  robbery,  tlie 
drivers  and  one  of  the  accomplices 
sat  on  the  front  of  the  stage,  the 
mail  bag  being  under  their  feet. 
They  unlocked  the  portmanteau, 
cut  open  the  letter  bag,  and  as  the 
stage  proi'eeded,  they  dropped  on 
the  road  such  letters  as  they  sup- 
posed were  of  value.  Tlie  fourth 
accomplice  beinsr  on  horseback  be- 


hind the  stage,  took  up  tiie  drop- 
ped letters  and  put  them  into  a 
bag  provided  for  the  purpose. 
When  approaching  a  house  where 
the  stage  stoppc^d,  the  portmanteau 
was  locked,  and  all  things  appear- 
ed secure.  The  whole  ti  ansactioiL 
took  place  between  IMuladelphi 
and  Newport. 

3/rtrr^.--PEMTE>TIARY.— Th 

are  340  persons  confmed  in  thl 
institution,  of  whom  1 20  were  ad— 
mitted  the  last  vear,  and  93  dis- 
charged,   pardoned  or  have  died- 
Of  the  number  admitted,  37 
white  males,  3  white  females — 51^ 
black  males,  23  females — -just 
bl4icks  to  a  white! 

The  present  nett  capital  of  th 
institution   is   $203,840  18.     Th 
profit,  for  the  last  year, is  12,347  21  - 
From  this  latter  sum,  howe^'er,  ia 
be  deducted  8,000  paid  annually  by 
the  state,  towards  the  salaries  of 
keepers,  &c.  which  leaves  a  cleav 
gain  of  nearly  $4,500  for  the  year^ 

A  bill  passed  the  house  of  dele- 
gates by  a  majority  of  one  vote 
and  the  senate  by  a  majority  of  tw 
votes,  to  alter  the  constitution 
as  to  do  away  the  executive  coon 
cil,  elect  the  governor  by  the 
pie,  who  shall  serve  three  year^^ 
and  have  the  appointment  of  a 
cretary  of  state,  &c.     This 
posed  amendment  must  be  rati 
by  the  next  legislature,  before 
can  take  effect. 

A  bill  also  passed,  providing  thi 
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>ple,at  Uic  next  general  elec-  house  of  delegates  by  a  large  ma- 

iball  express  their  assent  or  jority,  declaring,  that  congress  is 

t  to  a  system  proposed  for  the  invested  by  the  constitution  of  the 

ion    of    youtli,    in    public  United  States,  with  the  power  to 

s.  adopt  a  general  system  of  internal 

resolution  also    passed  the  improvement. 
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I  VIRGLMA. 
•vA. — The  legislature  passed 
t,  during  its  session,  which 
5S  the  storekeeper  of  the  pe- 
ary,  to  deliver,  for  the  use  of 
lonUts^  of  Liberia^  on  the 
n  coast  of  Africa,  to  an 
who  may  be  authorised  by 
urd  of  managers  of  the  Rich- 
and  Manchester  colonization 
f,  such  implements  of  hus- 
r,  clothing  and  other  necessa- 
:icles,  manufactured  at  the 
ntiary,  as  shall  be  specified 
said  board,  not  exceeding  in 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  dol- 
jo  be  estimated  at  the  lowest 
nice  at  wliich  such  articles 
>ld  in  the  penitentiary  store, 
mode  of  affording  aid  was 
ited  by  the  managers,  in  their 
rial  to  the  general  assembly. 
)  navigation  of  the  Shenan- 
was  so  far  accomplished,  as 
in  constant  use. 
f. — Eight-seven  felaves  were 
sipated  by  Mr.  David  Minge, 
arles  city  county,  and  cm- 
1  for  Hayti,  amply  supplied 
ecessaries :  ond  <{  1 ,200  worth 


of  agricultural  implements.  Sixty 
more  were  liberated  by  Mr.  Charles 
Crenshaw.  They  were  all  he  own- 
ed. The  Rev.  Andrew  Fletcher 
also  liberated  twenty,  valued  at 
$  1 0,000.  They  constituted  nearly 
all  his  property. 

August. — Several  mines  of  cop- 
per, tin  and  zinc  of  considerable 
extent,  were  discovered  in  Wytlie 
and  Grayson  counties,  in  this  state. 

December. John    Tyler    was 

elected  governor,  in  the  place  of 
Mr.  Pleasants,  constitutionally  in- 
eligible. The  vote  was,  for  Mr. 
Tyler,  132  ;  for  Mr.  Floyd,  80. 

Schools. — By  the  returns  from 
ninety-eight  counties  and  towns,  it 
appeared,that  10,226  indigent  child- 
ren were  sent  to  school  in  those 
towns  and  counties,  within  the  year. 

1826.]— JonttOf^y.— A  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  establishment  of  a 
public  library  was  passed  in  the 
house  of  delegates,  by  a  vote  of  99 
to  78. 

A  bill  was  introduced  into  the 
legislature,  but  rejected,  repealing 
the  statutory  prohibition  on  a  man*s 
marrvinsr  two  sisters. 
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The  permnnent  fuiul  of  Virginia,  more  desirous  of  the  ciiangc,  by  a 
for  internal  improvement,  amounts  consideration  of  tlic  difference  in 
to  ^1,418,961 — the  stocks  acqui-  the  character  of  the  population  of 
red  to  the  fund,  in  several  improve-  these  respective  portions  of  the 
ments,  533,888  ;  which,  with  two  state.  In  the  eastern  part,  the  in- 
smaller  items  added,  makes  the  habitants  arc  divided  into  two 
whole  fund  {2,003,231  73.  The  classes,  planters  and  slaves.  There 
product  of  it,  in  dividends  on  bank  are  no  middle  men,  no  yeomanry, 
stocks,  roads  and  interest  on  loans  The  west  was  scuttled  by  farmers, 
was  115,518  91,  and  tlie  disburse-  who  tilled  the  soil  with  their  own 
ments  on  account  of  it  109,180  90,  hands.  The  conseipiencc  is,  thai 
of  which  45,5 18  20  was  for  the  pay-  by  the  limitation  of  tlie  right  of  suT- 
ment  of  interest  on  money  borrow-  frago  to  freeholders,  the  political 
ed  for  the  fund,  generally.  power  of  the  state  is  vested  in  the 

Great  dissatisfaction    has  been  hands  of  a  few  planters,  who  con- 
long  felt  in  this  state,  at  the  consti-  trolled  the  eastern  counties, 
tutional   apportionment  of  repre-  These  demands  on  the  part  of 
sentation  and  at  the  limitation  of  the  western  counties,  have   been 
the  right  of  suffragi^     By  the  con-  long  resisted,    though    manifestly 
stitution  of  Virginia,  each  county  is  proper  in  themselves,  and  so  con- 
entitled  to  two  representatives.  At  sistent  with  the  principles  of  a  free 
the  time  when  tliis  instrument  was  government.     In  the  present  legis- 
adopted,  viz  :   in    177G,  there  was  laturc^  which  met  in  the  winter  of 
some  equality  in  the  pop\ilation  of  1825—6,  a    bill   was   introduced 
the  several  counties,  so  that  there  authorising  the  people  to  call  a 
was  no  manifest  inequality  in  the  convention  to  amend  the  constitu- 
representation.      In   tiie  lapse  of  tion  ;  but  the  party  in  power,  after 
time,  however,  the  large  w-estern  a  severe  contest,  negatived  the  bill 
counties  have  been  filled  up  with  by  a  vote  of  101  to  94. 
settlements,  while  the  eastern  coun-  The  same  legislature  pasacd,  by 
ties,  with  exhausted  soil,  have  be-  a  vote  of  128  to  24,  resolutions  de- 
come  less  populous.     This  change  nying  to  the  federal  govemment, 
has  rendered  the  principle   upon  the  power  to  appropriate  money  to 
which  representatives  are   appor-  tlie  purposes  of  internal  improvc- 
tioned,   unjust  in    practice  ;    and  ment ;  and  to  impose  duties  for  the 
caused   the  western  people,  who  purpose  of  encouraging  domestic 
arc  in  a  measure  unrepresented,  to  manufactures, 
demand  a  change  in  the  constitu-  Gold. — Several  pieces  of  gold, 
tion.     They  were  rendered  still  one  of  which  was  worth  near  { 100. 
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Ibund  on  the  lioad  bran- 
r  the  Potomac,  in   StatFord 

ntary. — A  bill  authorising 
s  Jefferson  to  dispose  of  his 
3y  lottery,  was  passed  in  the 
)y  a  vote  of  125  to  62,  and 
senate  13  to  4  ;  but  before 
ect  of  this  law  could  be  ac- 
shed,  this  patriot  was  relea- 
m  the  cares  of  this  life. 
'., — Tli(!  works  executed  at 
lc,by  the  Roanoke  navii^ation 
ly  are  of  irrcat  importance, 
lal  from  the  {^uard  l<)ck,atthe 
,'xtremity,  to  the  lock  at  the 
s  1200  yards  in  Icni^th,  ave- 

2  feet  in  width,  and  4  feet  in 
tlie   canal   empties   into  a 

'hich  is  suificiently  large  to 
from  40  to  50  boats  of  the 
f  size  ;  from  the  basin  to  the 
30  feet,  the  boats  are  con- 
through  three  locks  and  two 
jrs — tlie  locks  are  150  feet  in 
10  feet  widi',  with  an  ave- 
l  of  7  feet  ;  the  reservoirs 
ut  20  feet  wide,  one  of  them 
eetlon<r,  and  the  other  lt3(L 
lie  guard  lock  at  the  upper 
ty  of  the  canal,  there  is  a 
^tending  450   yards    nearly 

3  with  the  canal,  and,  with 
eption  of  30  feet,  extends 
nk  to  bank,  and  a  few  hours 
ould  fill  it  up,  if  necessary. 
works  are  comph;ted,  and 
ds  employed  on  them  were 
to  commence  the  sluicinff 


operation  above  Danville.  They 
will  complete  the  navigation  into  Al- 
bemarle sound.  This  canal  is  partly 
in  Virginia  and  ends  in  N.  Caro- 
lina. 
1825.]  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

February. — A  mine  of  gold  was 
found  by  a  Mr.  Barringcr,  in  Ca- 
barrus county. 

April. — A  case  of  considerable 
interest  was  tried  at  the  superior 
court,  in  Raleigh,  during  this 
montli.  It  was  the  trial  of  a  young 
man,  called  in  the  indictment,  a 
man  of  color,  (though  he  had  the 
appearance  of  a  white  man,  and 
had  a  white  woman  for  his  wife,) 
charged  witli  committing  a  violent 
assault  upon  a  young  white  female. 
The  trial  occupied  the  whole  day, 
and  if  the  offence  had  been  satis- 
factorily proved,  the  prisoner's  life 
must  have  paid  the  forfeit.  But 
the  judge,  in  charging  the  jury,  ob- 
served, tliat  no  proof  bad  been  ad- 
duced to  show  that  the  prisoner 
was  a  man  of  color  within  the 
fourth  degree,  in  descent  from  Af- 
rican or  Indian  blood  ;  and  with- 
out such  proof,  he  could  not  be 
subjected  to  the  penalties  of  the 
law  in  question.  The  judge  left  it 
with  the  jury  to  decide,  whether 
tlie  evidence  had  been  sufficient  to 
convince  thein  that  the  assault  had 
been  committed  as  charged  in  the 
indictment.  Hie  jury  withdrew  fer 
a  few  minutes,  and  returned  a  ver- 
dict of  Not  gviUy. 
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December. — ^Thc  legislature  com- 
menced its   annual  session. 

Another  gold  mine  was  discover- 
ed three  miles  above  the  narrows 
of  the  Yadkin  river. 

A  company  was  formed  in '  the 
counties  of  Rowan,  Montgomery, 
Balance  in  the  treasury,  November 
Receipts  during  the  year. 


Anson,  Cabarrus  and  Mccklcnburir. 
for  the  purpose  of  working  these? 
mines  systematically. 

Hutchins  G.  Burton  was  elected 
governor,  without  opposition. 

The  following  was  the  state  oi~ 
the  treasury. 

I,  1824,  ^137,041  (Hi 

112,229  5G 


Disbursements,  including  treasury  notes  burnt, 


249,270  62 
133,386  35 


Balance,  November  1,  1825, 

There  is  one  university,  and  sixty 
academies  in  this  state. 

Canals.— ^The  Dismal  Swamp 
canal  is  situated  between  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina,  and  connects 
the  Chesapeake  and  Albemarle 
sound,  by  a  cut  from  Elizabeth  ri- 
ver to  Pasquotank.  It  is  twenty- 
two  and  a  half  miles  long,  thirty- 
eight  feet  wide  at  the  surface,  six 
feet  deep,  and  is  calculated  for 
sloop  navigation,  admitting  vessels 
to  pass  through  the  locks,  with  six- 
ty or  seventy  hogsheads  of  tobac- 
co, or  about  tliree  hundred  bar- 
rels of  flour,  with  masts  stand- 
ing. 

Rich  deposites  of  limestone  and 
marble  were  discovered  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  state  ;  also,  a 
fine  white  sand,  suitable  for  making 
flint  glass  ;  and  copperas  in  abund- 
ance. 

1826.]— J«*ur.— Anotlier  gold 
mine  was  discovered  in  Montgo- 
mery count  V. 


j  113,884  27 
1825]  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

August. — A  negro,  named  Wil- 
liam, was  burnt  alive  near  Green- 
ville, for  the  murder  of  a  white 
man,  by  the  name  of  Peter  Garri- 
son. 

September, — The  canal  between 
the  North  and  Santee  rivers,  at 
Charleston,  was  nearly  completed 
this  year.  It  is  sixteen  feet  wide, 
and  five  feet  deep. 

Twelve  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num are  paid  by  the  state  to  tlie 
city  of  Charleston,  for  the  support 
of  the  transient  poor. 

1826.] — January. — ^The  legis- 
lature granted  |$  10,000  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  medical  college. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the 
resolutions  of  judge  Smith,  (of 
the  senate  of  Uie  United  States,) 
which  have  passed  the  legisla- 
ture : — 

^^  1.  Resolved^  That  congress 
does  not  possess  tlie  power,  under 
the  constitution,  to  adopt  a  gcnernl 
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)i  internal  unprovement,  as 
lal  measure. 

Resolved^  That  a  right  to 
and  collect  taxes  does  not 
6  coni^ress  to  lay  a  tax  for 
3r  purpose  than  such  as  are 
rily  embraced  in  the  spe- 
ints  of  power,  and  those 
rily  implied  therein. 

Resolved^  That  congress 
lot    to    exercise  a  power 

for  particular  objects,  to 
ther  objects,  the  right  to 
hich  has  never  been  con- 

Re^ved^  That  it  is  an  un- 
tional  exercise  of  power  on 
of  congress,  to  tax  the  ci- 
f  one  state  to  make  roads 
tab  for  the  citizens  of  an- 
ile. 

Resolved^  That  it  is  an  un- 
tional  exercise  of  power  on 
t  of  congress  to  lay  duties 
tact    domestic     manufac- 

Qsolutions  passed  tlie  houM 
ity-three  to  thirty-eight,  and 
naie^  by  twenty-two  votes  to 
Mr.  Simkins  recorded 
journals  a  protest  against 

een  twenty  and  thirty  build- 
ere  destroyed  by  fire  in 
ton.  Loss  estimated  at  70 
to  dollars. 

ary. — ^Three  attempts  were 
x>  fire  Charleston  in  one 


June. — ^The  contracts  for  open- 
ing the  navigation  of  Black  river 
and  Lynchers  creek,  were  com- 
pleted. The  contracts  on  the  first 
of  these  streams,  provide  for  its 
improvement  from  tide  water  to 
Brewinton  lake,  on  the  Pocotaligo 
branch,  and  to  Nelson's  lake,  on  the 
main  branch.  These  points  are 
six  or  eight  miles  above  the  Sum- 
ter district  line.  When  improved, 
the  river  will  admit  of  the  passage 
of  boats  carrying  100  bales  of 
cotton,  during  the  winter  and 
spring  montlis.  The  contracts  on 
Lynchers  creek  embrace  all  tliat 
stream  from  Big  Pee  Dee  to  Mc- 
Cullum's  ferry,  near  the  Kershaw 
line.  These  improvements  will 
admit  of  the  same  navigation  as 
on  Black  river.  Boats  can  now 
pass  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  creek, 
and  when  all  the  works  are  com- 
pleted, boats  will  be  able  to  pass 
out  of  the  creek,  at  all  times 
when  the  state  of  the  water  will 
admit  of  their  passage  through  the 
other  parts  of  it.  The  Wateree 
river  was  also  cleared  of  obstruc- 
tions. 
1825.]       GEORGIA. 

The  government  of  this  state 
was  involved,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year,  in  a  controversy 
with  the  federal  government,  in  re- 
lation to  the  Indian  lands  in  Geor- 
gia. The  origin  of  this  contro- 
versy has  been  previously  related. 
(Vide  page  45.) 
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The  extent  of  those  lands  are 
contained  in  the  following  report 
from  the  topographical  bureau  of 
the  United  States,  by  J.  Rober- 
dcau,  of  the  engineer  department, 
on  tiie  10th  January  last,  which 
makes  the  quantity  of  ^*'  land  in 
Creorgia,  not  ceded  to  the  United 
States  by  Indians,  as  nearly  as 
could  be  computed,  from  a  review 
of  former  calculations,  and  the  pos- 
session of  more  correct  documents 
tlian  had  previously  been  referred 
to,  9,537,920  square  acres,  of 
which,  5,292,160  were  in  possess- 
ion of  tlie  Cherokee,  and  4,24 5«- 
760  of  the  Creeks.  The  Chero- 
kee country,  yet  to  be  ceded  to 
Georgia,  is  consequently  more  ex- 
tensive than  the  important  territory 
lately  acquired  from  the  Creeks, 
but  it  is,  perhaps,  less  valuable,  as 
much  of  the  former  is  mountainous, 
and  not  adapted  to  the  production 
of  cotton. 

Afler  the  Indian  spring  treaty 
was  concluded,  the  Creeks  re- 
solved to  execute  Mcintosh,  by 
ivhom  the  treaty  was  made.  This 
execution  was  performed  in  the 
foUowing  manner : — 

About  two  hours  before  day, 
on  Sunday  morning,  the  1st 
May,  tlie  house  of  general  Mc- 
intosh was  surrounded  by  Me- 
nawway  and  about  100  Oakfuskee 
warriors. 

M'Intosh  was  witliin,  as  likewise 
werfi  his  women  and  children,  and 


some  white  men.     Menawwav  di- 
rectcdan  interpreter  to  request  the 
whites,  and  the  women  and  child- 
ren, to  come  out,  as  tlie  warrion 
did  not  wish  to  harm  them ;  tbit 
general  M'Intosh  had  broken  the 
law  that  he  himself  had  long  since 
made,  and  they  had  come  to  exe- 
cute him  accordingly.     They  came 
out  of  tlic  house,  leaving  M^intofih 
and   Etome   Tustenugge,  one  of 
his   adherents   therein.      The  In- 
dians then  set  fire  to  the  house; 
and,  as  M'lutosh  and  his  comrade 
attempted  to  come  out  at  the  door, 
they  shot  tliem  both  down.    The 
same  day,  about  12  o'clock,  tbe; 
hung  Sam  Hawkins,  a  half  breed, 
in  the  Iluckhosseliga  square. 

On  Monday,  the  2d  May,  a  par- 
ty of  Hillabce  Indians  fired  op  and 
wounded  Ben  Hawkins,  another 
half  breed,  very  badly. 

The  chiefs  stated  at  the  timfii 
that  no  danger  whatever  was  to  bo 
apprehended  by  persons  traveDiog 
through  the  nation  ;  that  they  were 
friends  to  the  whites,  and  wished 
them  not  to  be  alarmed  by  this  execu- 
tion, which  was  only  a  compliance 
witli  the  laws  tliat  the  great  chieft 
of  the  nation  made  at  Pole-Cit 
spring. 

Chilly  M'Intosh  escaped  fro0 
the  house  with  the  whites,  and  wtf 
not  fired  at  or  wounded. 

The  legislature  which  was  abort- 
ly  afler  called  together,  met  i^ 
Milledgeville.  on   tlie  23d  Mw- 
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sent  in  by  the  go- 
after  stating  bis  views  of 
ilroversy,  and  denouncing 
ice  against  the  Creeks  for 
m  called  the  massacre  d 
sh  and  his  friends;  pro- 
to  accuse  the  United  States 
Dent,  of  lending  its  influ- 
I  fonatics,  in  their  attempts 
the  quiet  of  the  southern 
The  fate  of  this  accusa- 
B  been  mentioned  at  page 
!)n  the  6th  of  June,  Mr. 
in  made  a  report  from  the 
Msmmittee  .  to  whom  this 
18  mentioned,  echoing  the 
I  of  the  governor,  and  re- 
to  stand  by  their  arms,  in 
of  what  they  called  south- 

bsr  message  from  governor 
IbDowed  on  the  3d  of  June, 
mng  the  views  entertained 
United  States  government 
to  the  treaty,  and  insisting 
treaty  was  already  execu- 
tbat  it  was  out  of  the  power 
Fnited  States  to  alter  it. 
ground  was  assumed  be- 
tie  president,  upon  finding 
utilities  had  broken  out 
the  Creeks,  on  account  of 
ty,  resolved  to  inquire  into 
168  of  the  disturbance.  An 
■8  accordingly  despatched 
9  war  department,  to  exa- 
to  the  truth  of  the  com- 
•de  by  the  Creeks  against 
lity  of  the  treaty.  Afler 
ig  witnesses,  he  reported 


that  it  bad  been  concluded  against 
the  will  of  llths  of  the  nation ; 
and  that  the  assent  of  such  as  had 
signed  it,  had  been  comq>tly  pro- 
cured. Under  these  circumstan- 
ces, the  president  determined  not 
to  enforce  the  execution  of  the 
treaty  against  the  Creeks.  The 
conclusioii  of  this  business  will  be 
found  at  page  45. 

In  the  mean  time,  [a  warm  cor- 
respondence commenced,  between 
governor  Troup  and  Mr.  Andrews 
the  special  agent  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  terminated  on 
the  part  of  the  governor,  by  refusing 
to  hold  any  farther  communication 
with  him.  A  correspondence 
commenced  with  general  Grainee, 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  stationed  there  for  the 
purpose  of  preserving  tranquillity, 
was  terminated  in  the  same  manner. 

The  legislature  having  passed  a 
law,  distributing  the  lands  embra- 
ced within  the  late  treaty,  among 
the  inhabitants  of  the  state  by 
means  of  a  lottery,  adjourned ;  and 
the  governor  persisted  in  his  inten- 
tion to  cause  them  to  be  surveyed. 
To  prevent  this  step,  which  would 
at  once  have  produced  hostilities 

■ 

between  the  Creeks  and  the  whites, 
the  foUowing  orders  were  transmit- 
ted from  the  war  department  to 
to  general  Gaines : 

^^  Should  governor  Troup  perse- 
vere in  sending  persons  to  survey 
the  lands  embraced  within  the 
treaty,  you  are  hereby  authorised 
41 
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to  employ  the  military  to  prevent 
their  entrance  on  the  Indian  terri- 
tory ;  or  if  they  should  auceeed  in 
entering  the  country,  to  cause  them 
to  be  arrested,  and  turn  them  over 
to  the  judicial  authority,  to  be  dealt 
with  as  the  law  directs. " 

This  judicious  firmness  produced 
t*he  desired  effect.  Governor  Troup 
abstained  from  surveying  the  lands : 
tranquillity  was  maintained,  and 
the  business  was  finally  adjusted,  so 
as  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  Georgia, 
without  staining  the  character  of 
the  country. 

October. — ^In  the  mean  time,  the 
election  for  governor  took  place, 
and  a  strong  party  in  the  state  was 
found  to  be  opposed,  to  the  violent 
course  of  governor  Troup.  After 
a  very  close  contest,  he  succeeded 
in  being  re-elected,  by  a  majority 
of  688,  out  of  40,000  votes  over 
general  Clark ;  but  a  majority  of 
both  houses  of  the  new  legislature, 
was  opposed  to  him,  and  his  ca- 
reer was  checked  by  the  removal 
of  most  of  his  political  fiiends  from 
all  offices  in  the  state  government. 

This  legislature,  however,  was 
not  inclined  to  relinquish  the  treaty 
made  with  the  Indians;  but  its 
proceedings  for  the  purpose  of 
sustaining  it,  were  marked  with 
greater  moderation,  than  had  cha- 
racterized the  course  of  the  go- 
vernor. 

The  receipts  into  the  treasury, 
during  the  year  1826,  amounted  to 


^365,582;   the   disbuiaements  to 
191,160. 

The  net  balance  in  the  tieasory, 
at  the  end  of  the  political  yepr, 
amounted  to  ^772,421  ;  of  wkkk, 
upwards  of  440,000  are  UBComot 
notes  of  the  Dari^i  bank^ 

Among  the  acts  of  the  kgiili- 
ture  was  one  for  erecting  a  bond 
of  public  works,  and  providiiigfbr 
the  commencement  of  a  svstatof 
internal  improvement ;  tlie  act  tn* 
thorising  a  canal  from  the  Stnuh 
nah  river  to  the  Alatamaha;  tkeaet 
incorporating  the  Mexieo  Athalic 
company ;  the  act  to  lay  oat  aon* 
tral  canal  or  railway,  through  tiie 
state ;  the  act  extending  the  te 
to  fortunate  drawers  in  the  hnl 
lotteries  of  1818,  '19,  and  'SI; 
the  act  incorporating  the  Micon 
bank ;  the  act  grantiBg  imikmg 
privileges  to  the  Fire  and  Marine 
Insurance  Company  of  Savuaah ; 
the  act  to  regulate  the  liceuuif  of 
physieiana  to  practice  pi^sic  io  tiie 
state.  The  route  for  the  SavaoMli 
and  Alatamaha  canal,  has  beeiai^ 
veyed,  and  the  estimate  for  itseom- 
pletion  b  ^642,676.  It  wiH  be 
sixty-six  miles  long. 

Five  new  countiefl  were  muk 
during  the  session — ^the  whole  noB* 
her  now  b  sixty-five. 
1825.1        ALABAMA. 

May.— The  buildingit  Wiihi^' 
ton  court-house, contvningtbeps^ 
oSice^  the  office  of  the  dark  cffks 
county   court,   with    the*  f'^ 
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I  mod  meamireAi'  wis,  (with 
il  «f  its  conteots,)  destroy- 

maker. Joint    reaoliitioiis 

iported  in  the  Alabama  le- 
■e^  requesting  the  senators 
maentatifes  from  that  state, 
s  their  best  exertions  to  ob- 
1  reasonable  terms,  from  the 
Slates,  a  grant  to  the  cor- 
n  of  the  citj  of  Mobile,  for 
Befit  of  the  mhabitants  of 
i  eitj^  of  four  centigucnis 
I  of  public  land  on  Spring 
IT  tfie  said  city,  or  the  quantity 
lad  in  four  sections,  on  which 
I  m  summer  town,  or  i^ace 
«t.fer  health." 
Ipgislature  of  Alabama  has 
ririted  $10,000  to  defray  the 
m-  of  obtaining  surreys, 
sd«Btimates  for  the  fi>Uow- 

A  oanal  to  connect  the  Ten- 
CJoosa  rivers. 


Par  improving  the  navigation 
Tennessee,  Coosa,  Tom- 
I  and  Tuscaloosa,  the  Con- 
iBd  Cahawba  rivers. 
For  improving  one  or  both 
passes,  at  Mobile. 
aet  was  passed,  dihing  the 
i  session  of  the  legislature 
state,  for  removing  the  seat 
amment  from  Cahawba  to 


■f  tins  year,  the  caterpillar 
prait  destructioQ  in  the  cot- 
BlatiottSi 


1826.>— Abwory. — ^Ditxijjiio. 
•^An  act  to  suppress  the  bar- 
baious  practice  of  jdoeBiDg,  paas- 
ed  the  legishrture  of  this  state 
at  this  seaRon.  It  eii|i»ns,  that 
an  oa^  ahall  be  •■<^— "■■hImiwI 
to,  and  aubscribed  by,  die  ^nem- 
bers  of  Jdie  general  assemMy,  coun- 
sellors and  attomeya  at  kw,  and  all 
offioen  and  public  fiitictipnaries, 
either  civil  or  military,  belbre  they 
enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  sta- 
tions, that  they  have  neither  direct- 
ly nor  indbectly  given,  •ecepted  or 
knowingly  carried  a  challenge,  in 
writing  or  otfaerwiae,  to  any  per- 
son, being  a  citisen  of  that  state: 
-or  allied  or  abetted  in  die  same, 
«  nnce  January  1,  1826 ;  and  &r-*' 
ther,  thsft  thef  will  neither  directly 
nor  indirectly,  give,  accept,  or 
knowingly  carry  a  challenge  to  any 
person  during  their  continuance  in 
the  discharge  of  any  public  frmetion. 

Martk. — ^The  trustees  of  the 
university  of  this  state,  made  a 
report,  by  which  it  appeared;  that 
12,718  aerea  of  land  bekmging  to 
that  institution,  have  been  sold, 
producing,  with  interest  and  raits, 
die  sum  61  $276,966  17.  There 
remaina  yet  fiir  sale,  33,361  acres; 
and  it  is  supposed  the  aggregate 
produced  by  the  whole,  will  exceed 
$750,000. 

The  oonAtioii  of  the  state  bank 
of  Alabama,  was  as  follows  :— ^-ca- 
pital stock  $255,646  ;  notes  in  cir- 
culation 273,607 ;  individual  depo- 
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sites  164,735,  with  expenses,  &c. 
making  701,684.  On  the  other 
side,  notes  discounted  448,859; 
specie  141,330  ;  notes  of  other 
banks  109,210;  banking  house 
1,1 19  ;  due  by  other  banks  1 165-^ 
^701,684. 
1826.]      MISSISSIPPI. 

November. Powhattan   Ellis, 

was  appointed  by  the  governor  of 
this  state,  a  senator  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the  place  of  David 
Holmes,  resigned. 

1 826.]— Fetrtiory.— Thomas  B. 
Reed  was  elected  in  the  place  of 
Mr.  Ellis.  The  contest  was  very 
close.  The  vote  was  tied  several 
days,  but  Mr.  Reed  at  length  ob- 
tained a  majority. 

March. — A  horrible  affair  took 
place  near  Woodviiie,  on  the  2d  of 
the  present  month.  An  African 
slave,  belonging  to  a  Mr.  Carson, 
had  several  times  run  away,  but  was 
brought  back  ;  at  last,  he  left  his 
owner  with  a  determination  not  to 
be  retaken.  He  was  pursued  by 
Mr.  Carson  and  a  friend,  and  found 
at  a  neighboring  house,  and  they 
shut  the  doors  to  prevent  his  escape, 
but  the  African  seized  an  axe, 
knocked  down  his  master  with  it, 
and  thought  he  had  killed  him,  and 
then  broke  open  the  doors  with  the 
instrument  in  his  hand.  He  re- 
turned to  the  house  of  his  master, 
and  there,  while  Mrs.  Carson  was 
in  bed  and^  asleep,  he,  with  the 
same  axe,  broke  her    skull  into 


many  pieces — and  she  never  spoke 
afterwards,  though  she  breathed  a 
few  hours.  The  negro  then  esct- 
ped  and  was  pursued — he  was  fired 
upon  and  shot  in  the  head. 
1825.]      LOUISIANA. 

February. — ^The  following  pre- 
amble and  resolutions  were  passed 
by  the  legislature  : 

^^  Whereas,  the  expressioD  of 
national  gratitude  is  the  higiwBt 
reward,  which  can  be  bestowed  oo 
a  citizen  who  retires  from  pubbc 
life,  after  having  served  his  coantrj 
in  the  highest  office — ^Tberefoief 
be  it 

^^  Resohed^  by  the  senate  and 
house  of  representatives  of  tbe 
state  of  Louisiana,  in  general  as- 
sembly convened,  That  the  IdffdMr 
ture  of  this  state  entertain  the 
highest  veneration  for  James  Mon- 
roe, who,  by  his  admimstra^oa  of 
government,  has  preserved  the  pu- 
rity of  our  republican  institutioDS, 
and  the  honor  of  the  nation  abroad. 

''  Resolved,  That  he  is  entitled 
to  the  gratitude  of  the  people  of 
this  state,  both  for  the  share  Itf 
had  in  effecting  the  union  of  Leu* 
isiana  with  the  American  conftde- 
racy,  and  as  chief  magistrate  <' 
the  union,  by  his  integrity,  Uitt^ 
and  virtue. 

''  Resolved,  That  tbe  goveroff 
of  the  state  be  requested  to  tsi' 
ward  these  resolutions,  to  JaB^ 
Monroe,  president  of  tbe  Vvi^ 
States." 
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f«— The  bones  of  an  animal 
tense  size,  and  apparently 
[iog  to  some  unknown  spe- 
fere  exhibited  at  New  Or- 

They  were  found  on  a  small 
» leading  from  the  Mississippi, 
twenty  miles  below  fort  St 
,  and  immediately  on  the  sea 
The  following  is  a  descrip- 
»f  them.  A  horn,  eighteen 
»ng,  and  weighing  l,OOUlbs. ; 
ch  of  a  horn,  nine  feet  long, 
sighing  I5()lbs;  seven  joints 
back  bone  ;  one  joint  of  the 
ind  two  joints  of  the  leg. 
5.] — February. — An  act  was 
I,  during  the  session  of  the 
tore,  prohibiting  the  farther 
■elion  into  the  state  of  slaves 
le.  The  following  is  an  ab- 
€f  the  act : 

•a  1.  No  person  shall,  afler 
il  day  of  June,  1826,  bring 
OS  state,  any  slave,  with  the 
to  sell  or  hire  the  same,  un- 
B  penalty  of  being  punished 
ipfisonment,  not  exceeding 
Mtrs,  and  fined  not  exceeding 
oasand  dollars,  and  moreover 
brfeit  the  said  slave  or  slaves. 
■c.  2.  That  hereafter  any 
1  who  has  a  bona  Jlde  inten- 
0  emigrate  to  this  state,  with 
w  to  become  an  inhabitant 
if  shall  be  allowed  to  bring 
hem  their  slaves,  and  employ 
mie  within  the  limits  of  the 

provided,  that  any  slaves  so 
bt  in  by  an  emigrant,  shall 


not  be  sold  or  exchanged  for  the 
term  of  two  years  from  the  time 
they  were  brought  into  the  state, 
under  a  penalty  of  a  forfeiture  of 
the  slaves  so  sold. 

'^  Sbo.  3.  Any  bona  fde  citizen 
of  this  state,  shall  be  allowed  to 
bring  therein  and  employ  any  slaves 
of  which  he  may  be  the  lawful 
owner;  provided  that  any  slaves 
brought  into  this  state  by  any  citi- 
zen thereof,  under  the  provisions 
of  this  section,  shall  not  be  sold  or 
exchanged  until  after  said  slaves 
have  been  two  years  within  the 
state,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeit- 
ing the  aforesaid  slaves. 

^^Sec.  4.  Any  slave  or  slaves, 
brought  into  this  state  in  contra- 
vention of  any  of  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  shaD,  after  doe  condemna- 
tion, by  any  court  of  competent 
jurisdiction,  be  sold  after  ten  day's 
notice  by  the  sheriff  of  the  parish 
in  which  said  slaves  have  been  con- 
demned, and  the  nett  proceeds  of 
said  slaves,  .when  sold,  shall  be 
paid  over,  one  fourth  to  the  inform- 
er or  informers,  and  the  other  three 
fourths  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
state," 

March. — A  case  of  rather  a  no- 
vel nature  occurred  before  the  cri- 
minal court  in  New  Orleans.  Du- 
ring the  trial  of  a  criminal  some 
days  preceding,  or  rather  in  pass- 
ing sentence  upon  him,  the  judge 
had  occasion  to  make  some  severe 
observations  on  the  conduct  of  tiii^o 
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members  of  the  bar,  in  regard  to 
tlie  prisoner,  before  his  trial.  The 
same  afiemoon,  one  of  them  (Mr. 
Uoyd)  met  the  judge  u^  the  upper 
fauxbourg,  and  accosted  him  ia 
abusive  and  menacing  language. 
Oin  Thursday,  the  judge  issued  his 
warrant  against  him,  and  he  was 
lodged  in  prison  during  that  night 
The  day  following,  he  was  brought 


before  the  court,  and  after  hearing 
a  variety  of  testimony  in  relation 
to  the  conversation  between  turn 
And  the  judge,  he  was  ordered  to 
find  security  to  keep  the  peace 
during  one  year,  in  two  sureties 
for  one  thousand  dollars  each,  and 
to  be  comoutted  till  he  find  such 
sureties.  He  was  accordincrly  con- 
ducted to  prison. 
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Iges.]     TENNESSEE. 

Aitgust. — General  Carroll  was 
re-elected  governor  without  oppo- 
sition. 

During  the  month  of  June,  a 
correspondence  was  opened  be- 
tween governor  Carroll,  and  go- 
vernor Troup,  of  Georgia,  on  the 
subject  of  a  canal,  connecting  tlie 
waters  of  Hiwassee  with  those  of 
Coosa,  and  also  the  practicidnlity 
citL  canal  around  Muscle  shoals  in 
the  Tennessee,  and  throligh  what 
18  called  the  Tennessee  vaUey,  on 
the  south  side  of  said  river.  The 
following  questions  were  proposed 
by  governor  Carroll : — 

1st.  Is  it  probable  that  Georgia 
would  co-operate  with  Tennessee 
in  making  the  canal  spoken  of? 

2d.  Have  you  any  correct  in- 
formation of  the  probable  expense 
of  completing  a  canal  from  Hiwas- 
see to  Coosa? 

.3d.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of 


the  ground  through  which  a  canal 
would  have  to  be  cut ;  the  quantity 
of  water  that  may  be  commanded 
with  convenience,  and  tbe  practi- 
cability of  the  plan  ?  I>o  you  know 
of  a  skilful  engineer  who  coekl  be 
procured  to  make  the  necetaary 
examination  of  the  ground  ?  b  it 
likely  that  Georgia  would  take  any 
interest  in  the  canal  aroaid  the 
Muscle  shoab,  or  would  ake  give 
her  aid  to  tbe  enterprise  t 

Governor  Troup,  in  his  reply, 
says,  ^^  This  government  wiildieer- 
folly  unite  with  that  of  the  state  of 
Tennessee,  in  devising  and  carry- 
ing into  eflect  measures  for  uniting 
the  waters  of  Tennessee  with  those 
of  Georgia,  which  empty  into  the 
Atlantic.  It  is  not  presumed  that 
Tennessee  would  choose^  to  pass 
into  the  gulf  of  Mexico*  if  a  way 
could  be  opened  for  her  to  the  A^ 
lantic.  Of  the  prmcHeMHiif  ^f 
tkU^  there  ie  naiike leaei  Amht.'" 
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ember, — ^The  legislature  met. 
Pofter  was  chosen  speaker  of 
mte,  and  William  Brady 
r  of  the  house, 
ihr. — General  Jackson  re- 
his  seat  in  the  senate  of  the 
1  States,  and  was  nominated 
andidate  for  the  presidency 
legislature.  Hugh  L.  White 
eet^d,  without  opposition,  in 
ice  of  general  Jackson  to  the 
> 

S.] — May.T-On  the  first  of 
rath,  the  seat  of  government 
emoved  from  Murfreesbo- 
to  Nashville,  in  which  town 
nre  meetings  of  the  legisla- 
ifl  be  held. 
I  KENTUCKY. 
I  judiciary  of  this  state  has 
br  some  years  in  an  unfortu- 
Midition,  and  the  citizens  and 
gklature  have  been  divided 
espect  to  two  courts,  each  of 
assume  to  be  the  supreme 
mI  legal  tribunal  of  the  state. 
0  contest  had  its  origin  in  the 
iary  difficulties  in  which  its 
M  involved  themselves  shortly 
the  late  war  with  England, 
n  the  injudicious  legislative 
lies  adopted  for  their  relief. 
BB  the  conclusion  of  the  war, 
'estem  merchants  finding  it 
o  obtain  credit,  in  the  Atlan- 
iies,  purchased  larger  quanti- 
if  foreign  manufactures  and 
ee,  than  the  consumers  re- 
1,  and  beyond  their  means  of 


payment.  To  enable  the  mer. 
chants  and  farmers,  who  had  be- 
come indebted  to  them;  to  comply 
with  their  engagenieiitSf  the  legis- 
lature authorised  a  bank,  which 
only  aggravated  the  mischief,  by 
procrastinating  the  time  of  final  pay- 
ment, and  thus  encouraging  the  8|m- 
rit  of  extravagant  speculation.  The 
inefllcacy  of  this  palliative  having 
appeared,  the  legislature  was  in- 
duced to  try  new  remedies  for  dis- 
tress, which,  although  extreme, 
could  only  be  reheved  by  economy 
and  industry.  Laws  were  enacted, 
delaying  the  return  of  executions 
for  two  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
term,  the  property  was  to  be  ap- 
praised, and  the  judgment  creditor 
was  compelled  to  take  it  at  three 
fourths  of  its  appraised  value,  or  to 
relinquish  the  benefit  of  his  execu- 
tion. Debtors  were,  also,  invest- 
ed with  the  power  to  designate  the 
property,  upon  which  the  execu- 
tion was  to  be  first  levied,  and 
judgment  creditors  might  be  thus 
sent  to  levy  on  land  in  a  dis- 
tant county,  of  little  or  no  value. 
These  laws  constituted  what  was 
called  the  relief  system. 

The  constitutionality  of  these 
laws  was  denied,  and  the  supreme 
court  of  appeals,  in  Kentucky, 
when  the  question  was  presented 
for  its  decision,  declared  them  to 
be  in  violation  of  that  clause  ofthc 
constitution  of  the  United  States, 
which  prohibits  the  passage  of  ^^  any 
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law  impairing  the  obligation  of  con- 
tracts." 

This  decision  caused  much  ex- 
citement against  that  tribunal, 
and  this  anti-judicial  feeling  was 
not  a  httle  augmented  by  a  deci- 
sion of  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States,  which  declared 
certain  laws  of  the  state  of  Ken- 
tucky, in  favor  of  occupying  claim- 
ants, to  be  in  violation  of  the  ori- 
ginal compact  between  that  state 
and  Virginia,  and,  consequently, 
unconstitutional  and  void.  Go- 
vernor Adair,  in  his  message  to  the 
legislature,  in  November,  1823, 
called  the  attention  of  that  body  to 
these  decisions,  and  recommended 
that  measures  should  be  taken  to 
vindicate  the  rights  of  the  people 
of  the  state  against  judicial  usurp- 
ation. 

In  the  legislature,  however,  it 
was  discovered  that  a  strong  party 
disapproved  of  the  opinions  of  the 
governor,  and  were  disposed  to 
support  the  judicial  decisions. 

A  proposition  to  call  a  conven- 
tion, to  alter  the  constitution  of  the 
state,  and,  especially,  in  reference 
to  the  judiciary,  was  lost  in  the 
senate,  that  body  being  equally  di- 
vided. 

In  tlie  house,  Mr.  Rowan  in- 
troduced resolutions,  protesting 
against  the  decision  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  United  States, 
as  subversive  of  the  dearest  rights 
of  the  people,  and  declaring  the 
'Iccision  of  the  court  of  appeals  to 


be  erroneous,  and  that  it  is  the 
right  of  the  legislature,  and  not  of 
the  judiciary,  to  repeal  any  exist- 
ing law.  These  resolutions  pass- 
ed by  an  average  vote  of  fifty-five 
to  forty. 

Another  resolution,  to  prevent 
the  issuing  of  any  executions,  ex- 
cept under  the  relief  laws,  was  re- 
jected; and  anoth^,  recommend- 
ing a  memorial  to  the  congress  of 
the  United  States,  against  the  de- 
cision of  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States,  was  withdrawn. 

The  next  year,  Joseph  Desha 
was  elected  governor,  by  a  minori- 
ty of  82 1 1  over  Mr.  Tompkins,  who 
was  tlie  anti-relief  candidate  :  and 
a  majority  of  the  new  representa- 
tives elected  to  the  state  legislature, 
was  in  favor  of  the  relief  system] 
In  order  most  efiectually  to  sup- 
port that  system,  a  law  was  passed 
re-organizing  the  court  of  appeals, 
and  four  judges  were  a{^MMnted 
constituting  this  new  court.  The 
judges  who  were  thus  removed  by 
the  re-organization  of  the  court, 
had  been  appointed  during  good 
behaviour ;  and  as  they  were  not 
deemed  to  be  constitutionally  re- 
moved, they  determined  to 
tliis  attempt  to  legislate  them  oat 
oflice.  The  new  court  party 
efficient  measures  to  place 
judges  in  possession  of  all  Che  i 
nia  of  authority.  In  pursuance 
a  resolution  of  this  legislature, 
office  of  the  clerk  of  the  old 
^vas  forcibly  entered,  and  the 
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and  papers  taken  therefrom 
laoed  in  the  custody  of  the 
ourt. 

» old  court  however  continu- 
meet  at  itn  stated  terms,  but 
deprived  of  its  records,  did 
ansact  any  business.  The 
Mirt  also  went  into  operation, 
e  fflngular  spectacle  was  pre- 

in  Kentucky,  of  two  courts, 
laiming  to  be  the  tribunal  for 
timate  decision  of  all  legal 
na  arising  in  the  inferior 
ourts. 

86  circumstances  produced 
excitement  among  the  peo- 
nd  parties  in  the  state  were 
i  upon  the  express  ground 
porting  or  opposing  the  old 
if  appeals.  In  the  elections 
took  place  in  the  summer  of 
illar  one  of  the  most  ardu- 
litical  contests  ever  exhibited 

country,  the  ^^old  court" 
Qoceeded  in  returning  to  the 
of  representatives  more  than 
ftha  of  the  whole  number ;  and 
f  9  of  the  senators  who  were 
loeted,  were  also  in  favor  of 
eoort;  but  a  small  majority  of 
ho  had  been  previously  elect- 
in  fiivor  of  the  new  court ;  and 
B  efforts  of  the  more  popular 
to  restore  the  judiciary  to  its 
■tate,  were  rendered  nuga- 
tiw  opposition  in  the  senate, 
governor  also  coincided  in 
WB  entertained  by  the  ma- 
fthe  senate,  and  even  inti- 
his  determination    to  put 


down  the  opposition  of  the  old 

court  by  force. 

In  hb  message  to  the  legislature, 
he  entered  into  the  history  of  the 
relief  system  ;  defended  its  policy ; 
condemned  the  course  pursued  by 
the  state  and  federal  courts ;  and 
imputed  the  evils  which  had  be&Il- 
en  the  state,  to  the  establishment 
of  the  United  States  bank  on  one 
hand,  and  to  judicial  encroachment 
on  the  other. 

In  the  house  of  representatives 
resolutions  were  introduced  by  Mr. 
Breckenridge,  calling  upon  the  go- 
vernor for  information  in  relation  to 
these  charges  against  the  bank  and 
the  judiciary.  These  resolutions 
were  passed  by  a  large  majority ; 
and  upon  their  being  transmitted  to 
the  executive,  he  made  a  long  and 
elaborate  reply  for  the  purpose  of 
substantiating  his  accusations. 

The  house  also  passed  a  law  abo- 
lishing the  new  court  of  appeals  ; 
bult  the  senate,  by  a  small  majority, 
refused  its  concurrence  to  this  law 
so  essential  to  tlie  quiet  of  the 
state;  and  the  legislature  of  1825, 
adjourned  without  settling  the  con- 
troversy at  that  session. 

During  that  session,  in  conse- 
quence of  an  attempt  to  obtain 
possession  of  some  records  in  the 
hands  of  the  clerk  of  the  new  court, 
this  party  feeling  was  on  the  point 
of  breaking  out  into  open  violence. 
Arms  were  provided  and  prepara- 
tions made  to  resist  the  officer 
of  the  oM  court ;  and  bjf  the  rep9rt 
45 
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of  the  committee  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  it  appeared  that  per- 
sons high  in  authority  were  concern- 
ed in  making  tliese  preparations. 

Although  these  violent  measures 
prevented  the  old  court  from  takiiig 
IK>sscssion  of  its  records,  it  now  ap- 
peared from  the  elections,  that  pub- 
lic opinion  was  decidedly  in  favor 
of  that  tribunal,  as  the  constitu- 
tional court.  The  public  mind 
had  now  recovered  its  proper  tone, 
and  the  delusion  of  the  moment 
was  succeeded  by  a  sober  determi- 
nation to  restore  order,  and  a  sound 
system  of  laws.  These  indications 
of  popular  feeling,  induced  the 
judges  of  the  new  court,  to  retire 
from  tlic  contest ;  and  the  old  court 
commenced  its  ordinarv  course  of 
business. 

At  the  next  election,  in  1826, 
tlio  old  court  party  succeeded  in 
obtaining  a  majority  in  the  senate, 
as  well  as  in  the  house ;  and  the 
law  creating  the  new  court  of  aj)- 
peals,  was  formally  repealed.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  cliief  justice  of 
the  old  court  had  resigned,  and  go- 
vernor Deaiia  filled  the  vacancy  by 
placing  on  the  bench  of  the  old  court, 
Mr.  Bibb,  the  chief  justice  of  the 
court,  which  had  been  just  abohshed. 

Harmony  was  tlius  re-establish- 
ed, and  law  which  had  for  a  short 
time  been  driven  from  the  judgment 
seat,  by  passion  and  violence,  resu- 
med her  sway  over  the  state  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

A  company  was   incorporated 


with  liberal  privileges,  for  makiug 
a  canal  round  the  falls  of  the  Ohio, 
at  Louisville.    An  engineer  was  ap- 
pointed to  survey  a  route  for  the 
canal,  and  the  estimate  for  the  work 
with  two  locks  was  not  ezcoeding  ' 
^500,000.  A  large  subscription  wis 
made  to  the  stock,  and  the  work  wis 
expected  to  be  completed  in  1827. 
1826.]— iVorcifiAer  9.— The  kH- 
lowing  account  of  the  assassinatioQ 
of  colonel  Sharp,   is  taken  from 
the    Kentucky    papers  : — About 
two  o'clock  on  Sunday  night  last, 
colonel    Solomon   P.   Sharp  wis 
awakened   by   a  knocking  at  his 
door,  and  on  inquiring  who  was 
there,  was  answered   tliat  it  was 
Covington.     Ilis  wife  observed  it 
was  not  Covington's  voice,  and  ad- 
vised him  not  to  rise.     He,  how- 
ever, got  up,  and  the  stranger  in- 
formed him  tliat  he  bad  come  in 
town  late,  and  could  not  get  a  Vied 
at  any  of  tlie  taverns,  and  solicited 
lodging  for  tlic   night      Cokmel 
Sharp  told  him  he  sliould  have  i 
bed,  and  opened  the  door.    The 
assassin  entered,  and  passed  with 
colonel  Sharp  by  the  door  of  Hn> 
Sharp's  room.      He  then   askedi 
"  are  you  colonel  Sharp  ?"  The 
colonel  answered  in  the  affirmative* 
The  assassin  then  said,  ^^  my  naoe 
is  John  A.  Covington.*'     Cokaiel 
Sharp  replied,  ^^  I  do  not  knoV 
you.''     The  assassin  said,  ^^  duP 
you,  you  shall  soon  know  me,"  and 
plunged  tlie  fatal  weapon  into  hii 
body.    Mrs.  Sharp  heard  her  hvtr 
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i  and  groan.,  and  springing 
r  bed,  alaimod  the  family, 
found  lying  upon  his  face, 
spot  where  the  blow  had 
uck,  gasping  for  breath. 
Sharp  never  spoke,  and  in 
m  minutes  expired.  The 
r  escaped  at  the  door  by 
9  entered.  A  bloody  neck 
chief,  with  two  holes 
it,  was  found  near  tlie  door, 
excitement  w^as  produced 
11  classes,  by  this  deliberate 
ition.  As  great  warmth 
I  manifested  by  both  parties, 
i^oloncl  Sharp  was  a  leader 
relief  party,  insinuations 
ide,  that  political  consider- 
right  have  actuated  the  as- 
This  suspicion,  however, 
rely  done  away,  by  the  dis- 
and  apprehension  of  the 
r,  one  Beauchamp. 
man  had  married  Ann,  a 
irho  had  been  seduced  in 
5  by  colonel  Sharp.  This 
i8  denied  by  his  relatives, 
caUed  by  them  a  fabrication. 
3r  may  be  the  truth,as  to  this, 
ain,  that  actuated  by  a  de- 
evenge  herself  upon  colo- 
irp,  she  instigated  Beau- 
o  take  his  life.  After  de- 
y  making  his  preparations, 
strated  this  murder  in  the 
lanner  related  above, 
s  trial,  the  guilt  was  conclu- 
oved,  and  he  was  sentenced 
ecuted  the  7th  Juk.  1826. 


During  the  trial  of  Beauchamp, 
his  wife  was  brought  to  Frankfort, 
charged  with  being  accessary  to 
his  crime  ;  and  committed  to  pri- 
son with  him.  She  was  examined, 
and  acquitted ;  but,  at  her  own  so- 
licitation, and  his,  was  permitted  to 
return  to  his  cell,  where  she  re- 
mained until  the  day  of  his  execu- 
tion. They  both  constantly  held 
out  the  idea  that  they  were  to  die 
together  ;  and  apprehensions  tliat 
they  would  make  attempts  upon 
their  own  lives,  being  entertained, 
a  guard  was  placed  in  the  room 
with  them,  to  prevent  any  impro- 
per conduct.  They  were,  how- 
ever, in  possession  of  a  bottle  of 
laudanum,  and  on  Thursday  night 
previous  to  the  execution,  took  each 
a  large  dose — so  large,  tliat  it  opera- 
ted as  an  emetic ;  and  failed  to  pro- 
duce the  effect  which  they  expected. 

In  the  course  of  the  forenoon, 
they  told  the  guards,  that,-  as  his 
last  hour  was  approaching,  they 
wished  a  few  moments  private  con- 
versation, and  begged  the  guard  to 
retire.  The  request  seemed  rea- 
sonable and  the  guards  retired. 
They  presently  heard  some  noise, 
and  returning,  found  that  Mrs. 
Beauchamp  had  been  stabbed  in  the 
left  breast,  with  a  butcher-knife — 
and  Beauchamp  had  inflicted  some 
wounds  upon  himself,  not,  how- 
ever, either  mortal  or  dangerous. 
Mrs.  Bcauchamp's  wound  wu  mor- 
tal :  she  lived  but  an  hour  or  two. 


lioO 
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Whctlicr  she  died  by  her  own 
hand,  or  by  that  of  her  husband, 
wo  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain 
with  certainty.  It  is  said,  that  his 
account  was,  that  she  herself  inflict- 
ed the  wound,  and  that,  when  he 
attempted  to  stab  himself,  she 
caught  his  arm,  and  prevented  him 
from  doing  it  effectually. 

Mrs.  Beauchamp  was  removed 
to  a  room  of  the  jailor's  house. 
She  was  anxious  to  see  her  husband. 
He  was  brought  in.  She  had  be- 
come speechless,  perliaps  insensi- 
ble. He  was  placed  at  her  side 
upon  the  bed.  lie  placed  one  hand 
upon  her  forehead — with  the  other 
held  her  pulse  until  she  expired. 
Then,  "farewell,"  said  he,  "fare- 
well, child  of  sorrow  !  Farewell, 
child  of  persecution  and  misfor- 
tune !  For  thee  1  have  lived,  for 
thee  I  die  !" — Twice  he  embraced 
her,  and  was  then  removed  to  the 
place  of  his  execution.  He  met  his 
fate  with  great  firmness,  or  rather 
indifierence. 

Thus  ended  one  of  the  most  ex- 
traordinary tragedies  ever  witnessed 
in  any  country,  and  exhibiting  a 
strange  combination  of  depravity, 
and  the  strongest  attachment  and 
personal  devotion. 
1825.]  OHIO. 

The  legislature  of  this  state,  ani- 
mated by  the  example  of  New 
York,  has  commenced  the  work  of 
internal  improvement,  on  an  ex- 
tensive scale. 


The  following  account  of  tiie 
canab  authorised,  is  taken  firom  the 
Columbus  Gazette. 

•The  Ohio  canal,  as  located  and 
established  by  the  general  assem- 
bly, is  about  300  miles  in  length, 
extending  from  the  Ohio  river,  along 
the  great  Scioto  valley,  northward- 
ly, until  it  approaches  within  about 
ten  miles  of  Columbus,  the  seat  of 
the  state  government,  with  which 
it  is  to  be  connected  by  a  oaTiga* 
ble  feeder ;  then,  leaving  the  Scioto 
valley,  it  passes  in  a  north  cut- 
wardly  direction,  across  the  coun- 
try to  the  Muskingum  river; 
thence,  up  that  river,  and  along 
the  valley  of  one  of  its  branches, 
crossing  the  summit  between  its 
head  waters,  and  those  which  U\ 
into  the  lake,  and  continuing  a 
northwardly  direction  down  the 
valley  of  one  of  the  latter  streams 
to  lake  Erie. 

This  canal  will  unites  by  a  navi- 
gable communication,  the  waters 
of  the  Ohio,  Mississippi,  MisBOori. 
and  their  tributaries,  with  the  great 
lakes.  The  former  affording  a  steam 
boat  navigation  of   5,000  miks, 
now    navigated    by  eighty  stetn 
boats,  communicating  with  the  gulf 
of  Mexico  and  the  West  Indies:  sad 
the  latter  presenting  an  unintenupt- 
ed  sloop  or  ship  navigation,  of  1 ,200 
miles,  connected  with  the  gulf  of 
St.  Lawrence,  by  the  river  of  tkit 
name,  and  with  the  Hudson  rivex, 
and  city  of  New  Yoik,  by  means 
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of  the  Erie  canal.    The  Ohio  ca-  drauKc  power  created  bjr  ite  con- 

nal  may  be  comidered  as  the  last  stmctioD,  cannot  fail  to  make  it 

grand  link  in  a  chain  of  internal  profitable  to  the  state,  as  well  as 

navigation,   extending  from  New  highly  advantageous  to  the  comitry 

Orleans  to  New  York.  through  which  it  passes. 

The  Ohio  canal  also  passes  The  Ohio  canal  is  estimated  to 
through  a  region,  on  the  Muskin-  cost  about  ^3,000,000.  The  esti- 
gum  and  its  branches,  abounding  mates  have  been  made  with  the 
in  coal  of  an  excellent  quality,  and  greatest  care,  from  accurate  sur* 
which  may  be  procured  with  the  veys,  and  may  be  reUed  on  as  cor- 
greatest  ease.  This  mineral  has  rect.  The  general  government  has 
no  where  been  found  in  the  exten-  assigned  100,000  acres  of  the  pub- 
sive  country  bordering  on  the  lake,  Kc  land  to  fiu;ilitate  the  completion 
in  the  western  part  of  the  rich  and  of  this  canal, 
populous  state  of  New  York,  nor  May, — Contracts  were  made  for 
in  the  extensive  and  fertile  valley  the  greatest  portion  of  the  canal  to 
of  the  Scioto.  Almost  every  acre  Cleveland,  and  on  the  4th  of  July 
in  these  regions,  destitute  of  coal,  the  ground  was  broken  by  govern- 
is  susceptible  of  cultivation  ;  and  ors  Morris  and  Clinton,  of  New 
fuel,  at  no  distant  day,  will  become  York,  who,  with  the  president  of 
scarce  and  valuable.  Inexhaustible  the  canal  board  of  that  state,  gene- 
quarries  of  gypsum  are  found  on  the  ral  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  was 
bays  and  islands  of  lakes  Erie  and  invited  to  witness  the  ceremony. 
Huron,  and  in  the  western  part  of  Great  progress  was  made  in  the 
New  York.  This,  on  the  contrary,  execution  of  this  work  in  the  course 
has  never  been  found  in  the  interior  of  the  year,  and  it  was  expected 
in  the  state  of  Ohio.  An  exten-  that  part  of  the  canal  would  be  in 
sive,  profitable  and  highly  advan-  readiness  for  the  navigation  of  boats 
tageous  commerce,  in  these  arti-  the  ensuing  autumn, 
cles,  will  unquestionably  be  carried  In  exploring  the  route  for  the  ca- 
on  through  the  Ohio  canal,  in  a  nal  water  line,  in  the  county  of 
few  years  after  its  completion.  Tuscarawas,  inexhaustible  quarries 

The  Miami  canal  from  Cincin-  of  ^ree  stone  were  discovered, 

nati  to  Dayton,  which  is  about  six-  The  returns  of  the  militia  of  this 

ty-seven  miles  in  length,  is  located  state  for  1825,  show  an  aggregate 

through  a  country  not  surpassed  in  of  99,865. 

fertility,  by  any  on  the  globe,  and  Sgilemier.— Antiquities.— The 

will  become  the  channel  of  an  ex-  Hamilton  Advertiser,  of  the  6t]i 

tensive  trade,  which,  with  the  hy-  instant,  says,  that  a  few  days  pre- 
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vious,  a  skull,  and  otiier  rcmaina  of  worn  as  breast-plates  by  the  Indiuu 

a  human  being,  in  a  state  of  decay,  warriors  ;  but  this  appears  to  be 

were  dug  up  by  the  workmen  em-^  rather  an  improbable  conjecture — 

ployed  in  cxcavatini^  the   Miami  for,  it  seems  reasonable  to  suppose, 


canal,  a  short  distance  from  that 
place.  Under  the  head,  as  near  as 
could  be  ascertained,  were  depo. 
sited  a  number  of  Indian  imple- 
ments of  warfare  ;  among  which 
were  the  following :  fiflecn  arrow- 
heads of  flint,  such  as  tlie  In(hans 


that  a  more  durable  description  of 
stone  would  have  been  selected  for 
such  a  purpose.  They  were  era- 
bedded  in  a  stratum  of  tough  blue 
clay,  four  feet  from  the  surface ; 
and,  from  the  extreme  state  of  de- 
cay in  which  the  bones  were  found. 


of  this  country  formerly  used,  of    it  is  highly  probable  that  they  iiave 


different  dimensions — from  four  to 
eight  inches  in  length  ;  a  toma- 
hawk, or  hatchet,  of  the  hardest 
granite,  curiously  wrought ;  and 
three  or  four  plates  of  slate-stone, 
from  two  to  four  inches  in  breadth, 
and  from  five  to  seven  in  length. 
The  use  which  was  made  of  the 
latter  articles  is  diflicult  to  con- 
jecture.  From  their  pecuUar  forma- 
tion, some  have  supposed  tliey  were 

15,174,186  acres  of  land, 

Value  of  houses,  (number  not  given.) 

town  property. 

138,074  horses, 

274,689  neat  cattle, 

Merchants  capital. 

(carriage?, 


been  buried    a  great   number  of 
years. 

The  valuation  of  the  several 
counties  of  this  state  is  published. 
We  do  not  know  all  the  principles 
upon  which  it  is  made,  and  hence 
cannot  form  an  opinion  how  far  the 
estimates  approach  the  real  valuers 
of  the  several  kinds  of  properly 
referred  to.  The  following  are  tlic 
totals  : — 

^^37,244,495 
1 ,549,889 
7,188,198 
5,517,810 
2,201,083 
5,202,400 
20,885 


1826.]— In  the  legislature  of  this 
state,  a  novel  case  occurred,  with 
respect  to  tlie  olegibility  of  James 
B.  Gardiner  to  the  office  of  repre- 
sentative. Previous  to  his  election, 
he  had  expressed  his  determination 
to  reduce  the  pay  of  members  to 


Grand  tofal,  J558,924,770 

$2  per  diem,  or  to  deposit  the  ex- 
cess in  the  county  treasury.  This 
was  adjudged  by  the  assembly  to 
be  a  violation  of  the  constitution, 
which  declares,  tliat  any  peison 
giving  or  promising,  directly  or  in- 
directly, anv  reward  to  be  elected. 
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le  rendered  incapable  for  two    people  returned  him  a  second  time, 

0  serve  in  the  office  for  which     and  the  assembly  again  declared 

1  elected,  and^Mr.  Gardiner    him  disqualified. 
ad  disquafified  to  serve.  The 

eipts  of  the^treasury  fi-om  November  25,  1826,  to 
duajy  23,  1826,  ^95,914 

lated  receipts  for  the  residue  of  the  year,  20,679 

ice  in  tlic  treasury  November  btlu  34,325 


lary  expenditures  estimated  at 

ary  school  fund,  loaned  for  the  use  of  the  Miami 

d  western  reserve  road, 

»unt  appropriated  for  interest  of  canal  loans. 


^150,918 
83,500 


J  INDIANA, 
y. — An  old  man  by  the  name 
duel  Fields,  aged  86,  was  con- 
I  of  murder,  and  sentenced  to 
;ecuted.  He  was  pardoned 
ascending  the  gallows. 
gtut. — James  B.  Ray,  a  sclf- 
lated  candidate,  was  elected 
nor. 

liember, — The  amount  of  tax- 
acssed  for  state  purposes  for 
ear  1826,  was  |j;32,767  14. 
polls  were  30,828,  being  an 
ise  of  2,488  over  last  year. 
26.] — January, — The  com- 
school  lands  in  this  state  con- 
>f  608,222  acres,  which  at 
it  acre,  would  produce  a  fund 
1,216,444.  There  are  also 
)0  acres  of  college  lands  be- 
ng  to  the  state. 
Iphate  of  magnesia  is  so  abun- 
in  a  cave  near  Corydon,  in 
oa,  that  it  is  carried  away  by 
iragon  load.    It  sometimes  ap- 


13,788 
30,000 

pears  in  masses  weighing  10 
pounds,  and  a  bushel  of  the  earth 
of  tlie  cavern  yields  from  4  to  25 
lbs.  of  the  salt.  Epsom  salt  is  also 
found  in  the  mammoth  cave  in 
Kentucky. 

Aprils — Some  young  men  be- 
longing to  Crawford,  in  this  state, 
being  apprised  of  the  existence  of  a 
rattlesnake's  den,  went  out  and  kill- 
ed on  the  first  day  95  of  the  largest 
class.  On  the  following  morning, 
they  destroyed  55  more  ;  one  of 
them  had  23  rattles. 
1825.]        ILLINOIS. 

November. — Four  routes  to  unite 
the  waters  of  lake  Michigan  with 
those  of  Illinois  river,  were  partially 
surveyed.  It  was  found  that  the 
lake  was  157  feet  1 1  inches  higher 
than  the  Illinois,  at  the  mouth  of 
tiie  Little  Vermillion  river,  the  con- 
templated point  of  junction.  The 
cost  of  the  canal,  as  estimated 
for  the  different  routes,  was  the 
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lowest  {639,542,  the  highest  $716,- 
110. 

Ad  act  was  passed  by  the  legis- 
lature iDCorporating  a  company 
with  a  capital  of  j);  1,000,000. 


1826.]— Jamiary  7.-^1,000, 
of  the  state  (paper)  currency  was 
burnt  during  this  month  at  Granda- 
lia,  in  the  presence  of  the  governor, 
&c. 


The  receipts  at  the  treasury  during  tlie  year,  amounted  to    $38,304 
Balance  at  the  coounencement  of  the  year,  38,556  73 


Aggregate  amount  in  the  treasury. 

The  demands  on  the  treasury  were, 

Deficit, 

The  present  population  of  this 
state,  ascertained  by  census  just  ta- 
ken,is  67,656-~by  the  United  States' 
census  in  1820,  it  was  53,  788 ;  in- 
crease in  5  years  13,868,  or  at  the 
rate  of  twenty-five  per  cent. 
1825.]       MISSOURI. 

February. — A  bill  to  prevent  du- 
elling, and  annexing  to  that  ofiencc, 
the  punishment  of  whipping,  was 
passed  by  both  houses  of  the  legbla- 
ture.  This  bill  the  governor  return- 
ed, with  objections,  at  the  same 
time  expressing,  in  the  following 
terms,  hb  opinion  regarding  the 
practice  ilself: 

^^  I  am  happy  on  this  occasion  to 
record  my  utter  detestation  and  ab- 
horrence of  duelling.  My  duty  to 
my  neighbors,  and  to  myself^  would 
compel  me,  in  my  private  as  in  my 
public  capacity,  to  discountenance 
and  put  down  if  possible,  so  barba- 
rous and  so  impious  a  practice." 

The  bill,  thus  returned  by  tlie 
governor,  was  re-considered  and 
again  passed  in  the  senate  by  the 
requisite  majority  of  two  thirds  of 


76,860  73 
107,782  12 
30,921  39 
that  body  ;  but  it  failed  to  receive 
a  like  majority  in  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, and  it,  therefore,  did 
not  become  a  law. 

October. — 45  lead  mines  are 
worked  in  this  state.  They  have 
heretofore  yielded  on  an  average 
four  million  pounds  of  lead  per 
annum.  During  the  present  year, 
they  yielded  about  ten  millions. 

General  Atkinson,  mi^  O'Fal- 
Ion,  and  others  attached  to  the  ex* 
pedition,  arrived  at  St.  Louis  from 
Two  Thousand  Mile  Greek,  which 
empties  into  the  Missouri.  The 
objects  of  this  expedition,  for  con- 
ciliating the  Indians  and  the  pro- 
tection of  the  fur  trade,  were  ac- 
complished. Treaties,main]yforthc 
preservation  of  peace,  were  made 
with  seventeen  tribes.  Rich  cargoes 
of  furs  were  descending  the  river. 

The  commissioners  appointed  to 
mark  a  road  fi-om  Missouri  to  the 
confines  of  New  Mexico,  and  ibr 
treating  with  the  Indian  tribes  on 
its  route,  have  completed  the  sur* 
vey  to  the  boundary  line  of  the  tcr- 
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If  the  United  States.  From 
I  said  in  the  papers,  it  would 
mt  a  road  may  be  more  easi- 
le  than  was  expected,  and 
ere  is  only  about  tliirty  miles 
lat  must  forever  be  scarce  of 
and  water.  Buffalo  odure, 
)r,  is  used  instead  of  the 
,  and  there  are  pools  of 
g  water  t^iat  may  be  used  in 
lence  of  springs  or  running 
B.  The  commissioners  wait- 
Kune  time  that  liberty  might 
lined  to  continue  the  line  of 
d  within  the  Mexican  terri- 
mt  it  not  being  probable 
ithority  for  it  could  be  had 
next  spring,  they  were  on 
rtum  home. 
1  account  of  a  party  met  by 


the  road  commissioners,  returning 
from  Santo  Fe  with  ^18,750  in  sil- 
ver and  gold,  beaver  skins  worth 
^10,000  and  416  mules,  25  jacks 
and  jennets,  and  189  horses,  valu- 
ed at  16,700,  in  all  $44,679— we 
observe  the  following  paragraph  : 
«'  The  party  lost  about  100  head  of 
stock  on  the  Arkansas,  having  to- 
ken fright  at  the  bufialo.  It  is  a 
curious  fiwt,  that  when  horses  take 
fright  at  the  herds  of  buffalo  thai 
run  by  them,  they  umversally  run 
with  them,  and  not  from  them." 

1826]— Jofuiary— General  Mil- 
ler was  elected  governor.  There 
were  three  candidates :  the  result 
was  as  follows : 

For  Miller,  2,380 ;  Carr.  1 ,470  : 
Todd,  1,113. 


4n 


EXECUTIVE  OFFICERS, 

OF  THE   UI^ITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

Natiyity.  Salary. 

John  Quincy  Adams,  President  of  the  U.  S.            Mass.  ^25,000 

John  C.  Calhoun,  Vice  President,                           S.  C.  6,000 

Henry  Cla^,  Secretary  of  State,                                 Va.  6,000 

Richard  Rush,  Secretary  of  Treasury,                    Penn.  6,000 

James  Barbour,  Secretary  of  War,                             Va.  6,000 

Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  Navy,                 N.  J.  6,000 

William  Wirt,  Attorney  General,                               Md.  3,600 

John  McLean,  Post  Master  General,                       N.  J.  4,000 

John  Marshall,  Chief  Justice,                                      Va.  6,000 

Bushrod  Washington,  Assistant  Justice,                     Va.  4,600 

William  Johnson,             do             do                        S.  C.  4,600 

Thomas  Todd,  (dec'd)    do            do                           Va.  4,600 

Gabriel  Duvall,               do            do                          Md.  4,500 

Joseph  Story,                  do            do                      Mass.  4,600 

Smith  Thompson,          do            do                       N.  Y.  4,200 


DIPLOMATIC  CORPS. 


To  the  Congres9^-ai  Panama. 
John    Sergeant,    Envoy    Extraordinary    and    Minister 

Plenipotentiary,  Penn.  9,000 

Richard  C.  Anderson,  (dec'd)  Envoy  &c.  Va.  9,000 

Joel  R.  Poinsett,  Envoy  &c.  S.  0.  9,000 

WiUiam  B.  Rochester,  Secretary  of  Legation,         Md.  2,000 

To  the  umied  kingdom  of  Gbbat  Brit ain  and  Irslahb. 

Rufus  King,  (resigned)  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Mhiister 

Plenipotentiary,  Maaa.  9,000 

John  A.  King,  (resigned)  Secretary  of  Legation,     N.  Y.  2,000 
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Nativiti:.    Salaby. 
fallatin,  Envoy  d&c.  Geneva.  9,000 

B.  Lawrence,  Secretary  of  L^^ation,         N.  Y.  2,000 

To  the  kkigdcm  of  France. 
Brown,    Envoy    Extraordhiary    and    Minister 
lipotentiary,  Va.  9,000 

beldon.  Secretary  of  I^egation,  Conn.  2,000 

To  the  empire  rfRvmiA. 
lliddleton.  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
lipotentiary,  S.  C.  9,000 

Knkney,  Secretary  of  Legation,  Md.  2,000 

To  the  kingdom  rf  Spain. 
ir  H.  Everett,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
dpotentiary,  Mass.  .         9,000 

ims  Smith,  Secretary  of  Legation,  N.  Y.  2,000 

To  the  United  Mexican  States. 
Poinsett,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
lipotentiary,  S.  C.  9,000 

Bon,  jr.  Secretary  of  Legation,  Md.  2,000 

To  the  republic  cf  Colokbia. 
!!.Anderson,(dec'd)MinisterPlenipotentiary,  Va.  9,000 

T.  Watts,  Secretary  of  Legation,  S.  C.  2,000 

To  the  government  of  Chuj. 
Ulen,  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  Vt.  9,000 

.«amed.  Secretary  of  Legation,  R.  I.  2,000 

To  the  united  kingdom  of  the  Nethsslands. 
ler  Hughes,  Charge  d'  Affaires,  Md.  4,500 

To  the  kingdom  of  Sweden. 
3.  Somerville,  (dec'd)  Charge  d'  Affaires,     Md.  4,600 

\:ppleton.  Charge  d'  Affaires,  Mass.  4,500 

To  the  kingdom  of  Portugal. 
L.  L.  Brent,  Charge  d'  Affaires,  Va.  4,500 

To  the  empire  of  Brazil. 
aguet,  Charge  d'  Affaires,  Penii.  4,500 

To  the  republic  of  Buenos  Atres. 
Forbes,  Charge  d'  Affaires,  Florida.  4,500 

To  the  Central  Repubuc  of  Axerica. 
Miller,  Charge  d'  Affaires.  N.  C.  4,500 
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ARMY  PROMOTIONS. 


Waabinglon,  March  8, 1825. 

GcoKGR  BowFORD,  licutenant 
colonel  of  llie  1st  regiment  of  ar^ 
tillery ,  9th  February,  1 8 1 5,  to  be 
colonel  by  brevet,  to  rank  9th  Feb- 
ruary, 1825,  for  10  years  faithful 
service,  in  same  grade. 

A.  R.  WooLLEY,  major  6th  regi- 
ment of  infantry,   9th  February, 

1815,  to  be  lieutenant  colonel  by 
brevet,  to  rank  9th  February,  1825, 
for  10  years  faithful  service,  in 
same  grade. 

WiLUAM  Wade,  captain  4tli  re- 
giment   artillery,    9th    February, 

1816,  to  be  major  by  brevet,  to 
rank  9th  February,  1825,  for  10 
years  faithful  service,  in  same  grade. 

R.  E.  De  Russet,  captain  corps 
of  engineers,  9th  February,  1815, 
to  be  major  by  brevet,  to  rank  9th 
February,  1825,  for  10  years  faith- 
ful service,  in  same  grade. 
Appointments. 

Brigadier  lieutenant  colonel  Ro- 
ger Jones,  captain  of  the  3d  ar- 
tillery, to  be  adjutant  general  7th 

March,  1825. 

Washington,  July  11, 18^. 
Third  Regiment  of  Artillery. 
1st  lieutenant  Joseph  P.  Tat- 

i<0R,  to  be  captain  6th  July,  1825, 

vice  Stockton,  resigned. 

Fourth  Regiment  of  Artillery, 
1st  lieutenant  John  Munroe,  to 

be  captain  2d  March,  1825,  vice 

Morris,  deceased. 


1st  lieutenant  Jac  Sciihcck,  to 
be  captain  11th  April,  1825,  vice 
Bell,  deceased. 

First  Regiment  of  IifaMtry. 

Brevet  major  David  £•  Twioc»9, 
captain,  to  be  major  14th  May, 
1 825,  vice  Whartenby,  deceased. 

1st  lieutenant  W.  S.  Harnet. 
to  be  captain  14th  May,  1825,  vice 
Twiggs,  promoted. 

Fourth  Regiment  of  h^antry. 

1st  Ucutenant  Jeremiah  Yan- 
cey, to  be  captain  31st  of  May, 
1&25,  vice  Dulany,  resigned. 
Sixth  Regiment  of  Infantry. 

1st  lieutenant  Jacob  Brown,  to 
be  captain  7th  of  April,  1825,  vice 
Larrabee,  resigned. 

Appointments. 

Robert  Archer,  assistant  sur- 
geon, to  be  surgeon  9th  of  May, 

1825. 
Alfred  W.  Elwes,  Md.  to  be 

assistant  surgeon  9th  of  May,  1825. 

Robert  C.  Wood,  R.  I.  to  be 
assistant  surgeon  28th  of  May,  1 825. 

Lawrence  Spraoue,  Me.  to  be 
assistant  surgeon  22d  June,  1 825. 

J.  B.  F.  Russell,  lieutenant  5Ch 
infantry,  to  be  assistant  commissary 
of  subsistence  27th  May,  1825. 

Anthony  Drane,  lieutenant  5th 
infantry,  to  be  assistant  commissa- 
ry of  subsistence  8th  June,  1 825. 

Hugh  P.  Welc'h,  lieutenant  1st 
artillery,  to  be  assistant  commina- 
ry  of  subsistence  13th  June,  1825.' 
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David  Brooks^  lieutenant  2d  in- 
iintrj,  to  be  assistant  commissary 
of  subsistence  8th  July,  1825. 

H.  I.  Feltub,  lieutenant  Ist  ar- 
"tillery,  to  be  assistant  commissary 
<^  subsistence  8th  July,  1825. 

Wasbin^on,  Sept.  2&,  1825. 

First  RegimetU  qfArtiUerj^. 

1st   lieutenant  Nathahiel   G. 
Dana,  to  be  captain  15th  Septem- 
ber, 1825,  vice  Crane,  promoted. 
Third  Regiment  cf  AfttOery. 

Ist  lieutenant  Johk  A.  Dec,  to 
be  captain  30th  August,  1825,  vice 
Welch,  deceased. 

Fourth  Regiment  cf  ArtiUery. 

Brevet  major  J.  B.  Crane,  cap- 
tain 1st  artillery,  to  be  major  15th 
September,  1825,  vice  Wilson,  de- 
ceased. 

Ist  lieutenant  J.  W.  Riple7,  to 
be  captain  1st  August,  1825,  vice 
Humphreys,  deceased. 

Appointment. 

JoEi.  Martin,  Va.  to  be  assist- 
ant surgeon,  15th  August,  1825. 

Washinj^toQ,  Dec  31, 1825. 

Third  Regiment  rf  Artillery. 

lat  lieutenant  L.  6.  De  Russet, 
to  be  captain  1 1th  December,  1825, 
vice  Archer,  deceased. 

mrd  Regiment  cf  h^antry. 

Brevet  colonel  Henrv  Leaven- 
worth, lieutenant  colonel  of  the 
Ml  infiuitry,  to  be  colonel  16th 
J)iBoember,  1825,  vice  Pinkney, 
^beeased. 

Sixth  Regiment  of  Infantry. 

Brevet  lieutenant  colonel  Abra- 


■AH  R.  WooLLXT,  major,  to  be 
lieutenant  colonel  16th  December, 
1825,  vice  Leaveoworth,  promo- 
ted. 

Brevet  major  W.  Datbrport, 
captain  7th  infantry,  to  be  major 
16th  December,  1825,  vice  Wool- 
ley,  promoted. 

Setfenth  Raiment  cf  hfantry. 

Ist  lieutenant  BRNJAimf  L.  E. 
BoHHRviLLB,  to  be  captain  4th 
October,  1825,  vice  Wash,  de- 
ceased. 

1st  lieutenant  Pisrcb  Butler, 
to  be  captain  16th  December,  1825, 
vice  Davenport;  promoted. 
Appointicsntb. 

George  Crog^ian,  Kentucky,  to 
be  inspector  general  21st  Decem- 
ber, 1825. 

Georoe  Dftton,  lieutenant  of 
engineers,  to  be  assistant  commis- 
sary of  subsistence  14th  September, 
1825. 

P.  Morrison,  lieutenant  4th  in- 
fimtry,  to  be  assistant  commissary 
of  subsistence  4th  October,  1825. 

Giles  Porter,  lieutenant  1st 
artiUery,  to  be  assistant  commissary 
of  subsistence,  13th  October,  1825. 

W.  W.  Outlaw,  lieutenant  7th 
infantry,  to  be  assistant  commis- 
sary of  subsistence,  26th  October, 
182^. 

Seth  Johnson,  lieutenant  2d  in- 
fantry, to  be  assistant  commissary 
of  subsistence,  26th  October,  1 825. 

S.  B.  Dusenbury,  lieutenant  4th 
artillery,  to  be  assistant  comrais- 


tftO> 


I 


NAVY  PROMOTIONS. 


3fi7 


fON  Whabton,  1st  lieuten- 
the  6tli  infantry,  to  be  as- 
quartermaster    19th    May, 

i08  A.  Waite,  2d  lieaten- 
he  2d  infantry,  to  be  as- 
quartermaster,    19th   IMay, 

TEL  Shannon,  1st  lieuten- 
the  1st  infantry,  to  be  a»- 
|uartermaster22dMay,1826.  . 
fou  Lee,  Ist  lieutenant  of 
1  infantry,  to  be   assistant 
master  22d  May,  1826. 
RLBB  Mellon,  1st  lieuten- 
tbe  2d  artillery,  to  be   as- 
commissary  of  subsistence 
sbruary,  1826. 
OfWABD,  1st  lieutenant  of  the 
iDeiy,  to  be  assistant  com- 
f  of  subsistence,  2d  March, 

9  RoGEBs,  1st  lieutenant  of 

li  in&ntry,  to  be  assistant 

anry   of   subsistence    7th 

826. 

■0S  Webb,  1st  lieutenant  of 

It  artillery,  to   be  assistant 

anry  of  subsistence    17th 

1826. 

Ejp  Muos,  to   be  assistant 

a  12th  April,  1826. 


RoBBBT  E.  BLsBB,  to  be  assist- 
ant surgeon  2d  May,  1826. 

Henbt  Stinnecke,  to  be  assist- 
ant surgeon  8th  May,  1826. 
Tbansfbbs. 

CuFTON  Whabton,  Ist  liettton- 
ant  of  the  3d  artillery,  transferred 
to  the  6th  infantry. 

D.  H.  ViivTON,  1st  lieutenant  of 
the  6th  in&ntry,  transferred  to  the 
3d  artillery. 

Matthew  J.  Williahs,  2d  lieu- 
tenant of  the  4th  artillery,  transfer- 
red to  the  3d  infantry. 

Fbedebick  Noboom,  2d  lieutcin- 
ant  of  the  3d  infantry,  traoaferred 
to  the  4th  artillery. 

Washin^n,  July  12lh,  1826. 

Affointiibnts. 

GusTAWB  S.  Dbanb,  1st  lieuten- 
ant 2d  artillery,  to  be  assistant  com- 
missary of  subsistence,  6th  June, 
1826. 

Tbansfebs. 

2d  lieutenant  James  D.  Bubn- 
HAX,  of  the  nuurine  corps,  trans- 
ferred to  the  3d  regiment  of  artil- 
lery, to  rank  1st  July,  1825. 

2d  lieutenant  Fbedebick  Tho* 
iCAS,  of  the  marine  corps,  transfer- 
red to  the  7th  regiment  of  infantr}'. 
to  rank  2d  July,  1825. 
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CAPTAIN. 
Mfy  i4th. — David  Deacon. 
TERS  COMMANDANT. 
dk  21^ — Wm.  M.  Hunter, 
)•  Sloat,  Mathew  C.  Perry. 


LIEUTENANTS. 

Aprtt  28«A.— James  T.  Gerry, 

John  S.  Nicholas,  Samuel  F.  Du- 

pont,  Wm.  L.  Hudson,  Wm.  H. 

CampbeD,  Joseph  M.  Nicholson. 
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James  P.  Wilson,  George  A.  Ma- 
gnider,  J.  Edward  Calhoun,  John 
Pope,  Henry  D.  Scott,  Levin  M. 
Powell,  Charles  Wilkes,  Jr.  Elisha 
Peck,  John  R.  Coxe,  Jr.  Wm. 
Seaton,  John  A.  Carr,  Alex.  H. 
Hopkinson,  Thomas  J.  Manning, 
Wm.  Pearson,  Wm.  Foster,  Wm. 
L.  Howard,  Wm.  P.  Piercy,  Ri- 
chard A.  Jones,  Archd.  R.  Bogar- 
dus,  John  Swartwout,  Thomas  J. 
Leib. 


1825.]      SURGEONS. 

Mag, — James  Cornick,  Charles 
Chase,  D.  S.  Edwards,  Isaac  Hulse^ 
A.  M.  Montgomery,  John  S.  Wily^ 
1826.] — May. — ^George    Terrill^ 
John  Haslett,E.  L.  Dubarry,Henr^ 
W.  Bassett. 
1826.]        PURSERS. 

May. — Josiah  Colston. 

Jtdy. — Robert  Pottenger. 
1826.]      CHAPLAINS. 

AprQ. — Edward  McLaughlin. 


NINETEENTH  CONGRESS. 

FIRST  SESSION. 

Members  of  the  Senate^  and  rf  the  House  of  Representatives  of 

the  United  States. 


Senate. 

Pennsylwmia, 
William  Finlay 
tWilliam  Marks 
Delaware. 
Thomas  Clayton 
Nicholas  Van  Dyke 

3tarjfland, 
Edward  Lloyd 
Samuel  Smith 

Virginia. 
Littleton  W.  Tazewell 
John  Randolph 

North  Carolina. 
John  Branch 
Nathaniel  Macon 

South  Carolina. 
John  Gaillard 
Robert  Y.  Hayne 

Creorgia. 
tJoMcPerson  Berrien 
Thomas  W.  Cobb 

KenJtuchy. 
Richard  M.  Johnson 
John  Rowan 
Walter  Lowrie,  Penn.,  Secretary. 
Mountjoy  Bailey,  Vt.,  Sergeant  at 
Dr.  Staughton,  Chaplam. 


Maine. 
handler 
[olmes 
Hampshire. 
[Bell 
l^oodbury 
ssachusetts. 
Uoyd 
Bont  Mills 
mmecticut. 
W.  Edwards 
I  WiUey 
ode  Island, 
uh  R.  Knight 
Robbins 
Vemumt. 
y  Chase 
I  Seymour 
^ew  York. 
Van  Buren 
Sanford 
9W  Jersey, 
i  Dickerson 
Mcllvaine 


Tennessee. 
John  H.  Eaton 
tHugh  L.  White 

Ohio. 
tWiUiam  H.  Harrison 
Benjamin  Ruggles 


Dominick  Bouligny 
Josiah  S.  Johnston 

Indiana. 
tWiUiam  Hendricks 
James  Noble 

Mtsstssippi. 
Powhattan  Ellis 
Thomas  H.  Williams 

Illinois. 
tElias  K.  Kane 
Jesse  B.  Thomas 

Alabamd. 
tHenry  Chambers 
WiUiam  R.  King 

HBssouri. 
David  Barton 
Thomas  H.  Benton 

Arms. 


House  of  Repbesentativbs. 


Ijiderson 
I  Burleigh 
Odder 


Maine. 
Enoch  Lincoln 
Jeremiah  O'Brien 

47 


tPeleg  Sprague 
Ebenezer  Herrick 
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Ichabod  Bartlctt 
jTitus  Brown 

William  C.  Bradley 
Rollin  C.  Mallary 

tTristam  Burges 

Samuel  C.  Allen 
t  John  Davis 
Henry  W.  Dwight 
1  Edward  Everett 
John  Bailey 

1John  Baldwin 
Noyes  Barber 

Parmenio  Adams 
tWilliam  G.  Angel 
t  Henry  Ashley 
t  Luther  Badger 
C.  C.  Cambreleng 
tWilliam  Deitz 
JNichoU  Fosdick 
tDaniel  G.  Garnscy 
t  John  Hallock,  jr. 
jA.  B.  Hasbrouck 
t  Michael  Hoffman 
Moses  Haydcn 

George  Cassedy 
Lewis  Condict 


James  Allison 
tWilliam  Adams 
James  Buchanan 
Samuel  Edwards 
P.  Farrelly 
John  Findlay 
Robert  Harris 
Joseph  Hemphill 
Samuel  D.  Ingham 

t  Clement  Dorsey 
t  John  Barney 
t  John  Leeds  Kerr 


New  Hampshire. 
tiNehemiah  Eastman 
t Joseph  Healey 
Vemumt. 
tJohn  Mattocks 
tEzra  Meech 

Rhode  Island, 
tDutee  J.  Pearce 

Massachusetts, 
Francis  Baylies 
B.  W.  Crowninshield 
Aaron  Hobart 
John  Locke 

Connecticut, 
t Ralph  J.  Ingersoll 
tElisha  Phelps 

New  York,  • 
t Charles  Humphrey 
t  Jeromus  Johnson 
t  Charles  Kellogg 
tWm.  M'Manus 
Henry  C.  Martindale 
t  Henry  Markell 
Dudley  Marvin 
t  John  Miller 
T.  II.  Porter 
Steph.  Van  Rensselaer 
tHcnry  H.  Ross 

New  Jersey, 
Daniel  Garrison 
George  Holcombe 

Delaware, 
Louis  M'Lanc. 
Pennsylvania, 
t  Joseph  Lawrence 
Philip  S.  Markley 
Daniel  H.  Miller 
t  Charles  Miner 
James  S.  Mitchel 
Samuel  M'Kean 
t  John  MitcheU 
George  Kremer 
George  Plumer 

Maryland, 
Joseph  Kent 
Peter  Little 
tRobert  N.  Martin 


tJonatha'^  Harvey 
Thomas  Whipple,  jr. 

tGeorge  E.  Wales 


Samuel  Lathrop 
John  Reed 
tJohn  Vamum 
Daniel  Webster 


Gideon  Tomlinson 
t  Orange  Merwin 

Robert  S.  Rose 
tJoslma  Sands 
Henry  R.  Storrs 
James  Strong 
John  W.  Taylor 
tGulian  C.  Verplank 
t  Aaron  Ward 
tElias'Whittemore 
tBartow  White 
Silas  Wood 
Egbert  Ten  Eyck 


Samuel  Swan 
tEbenezer  Tucker 


Andrew  Stewart 
Alexander  Thompfloo 
t  James  S.  StevensoD 
-jEspy  Van  Home 
*  James  Wilson 
Henry  Wilson 
George  Wolf 
tJohn  Wurts 


George  E.  MitcheU 
tGeorge  Peter 
tTho.  G.  Wortliii«(ofr 
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Virgima. 

ilexander 

John  Floyd 

John  Randolph 

I  S.  Archer 

Roberts  Garnett 

Wm.  C.  Rives 

Armstrong,  jr. 

Joseph  Johnson 

Wm.  Smith 

.  Barbour 

Charles  F.  Mercer 

Andrew  Stevenson 

I  Basset 

William  M'Coy 

John  Taliaferro 

IS  Davenport 

Thomas  Newton 

t  Robert  Taylor 

oin  EstUl 

tAlfred  H.  Powell 

t James  Trezvant 

Claiborue 

North  Carolina. 

Alston 

1  Richard  Hines 

Willie  P.  Manguni 

I.  Bryan 

Gabriel  Holmes 

t  Lemuel  Sawyer 

1  R.  Carson 

John  Long 

Romulus  M.  Saupders 

N.  Edwards 

t  Archibald  M'Neil 

TiCwis  Williams 

>»ner 

/ 

South  Cardma, 

arter 

James  Hamilton,  jr. 

Sterling  Tucker 

Gist 

George  M^Duffie 

John  Wikoa 

iovan 

tThos.  R.  Mitchell 
Georgia. 

Wm.  Drayton 

Cary 

tC  E.  Haynes 

Edward  T.  Tattnal 

Chithbert 

t  James  Meriwether 

Wiley  Thompson 

oreyth 

Kentucky. 

[  A.  Buckner 

Francis  Johnson 

Thomas  Metcalfe 

Ckrke 

t  Joseph  Lecompte 

David  Tnmble 

P.  Henry 

Robert  P.  Letcher 

tWm.  F.  Young 

Johnson 

Thomas  P.  Moore 
Tennessee. 

Charles  A.  WicklifTe 

L  Alexander 

John  Cocke 

t  James  C.  Mitchell 

AUen 

J. C.  Isaacs 

Samuel  Houston 

hir 

tJohn  H.  Marable 
Ohio. 

t         Polk 

aa  Bartley 

t  David  Jennings 

Wm.  Wilson 

m  Beecher 

John  Sloane 

Joseph  Vance 

^  Campbell 

t  John  Thompson 

John  C.  Wright 

Findlay 

Samuel  T.  Vinton 

t  John  Woods 

PLean 

Elisha  Whittlesy 
Louisiana. 

u  Brent 

Henry  H.  Gurley 
Mississippi. 
Christopher  Rankin 
Indiana. 

Edward  Livingston 

m  Jennings 

John  Test 

nUnois. 

Daniel  P.  Cook 

AUtbama. 

IRatcliff  Boone 

1  Moore 

George  W.  Owen 

John  M'Kee 
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HBssauri. 
John  Scott 

Henry  W.  Conway 

Fhrida. 
Joseph  M.  White 

Mattliew  St.  CUir  Clark,  Penn.,  Clerk. 

J.  O.  Dunn,  Dist.  Col.,  Sergeant  at  Arms. 

Rev.  Mr.  Post,  Chaplain. 

George  Watterston,  Librarian. 

Those  marked  thus  t  are  new  members. 

GOVERNORS  OF  THE  STATES  for  1826. 


Maine, 

New  Hampshire, 

Massachusetts, 

Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 

Vermont, 

New  York, 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 

South  Carolina, 

Georgia, 

Alabama,. 

Mississippi, 

Louisiana, 

Tennessee, 

Kentucky, 

Ohio, 

Indiana, 

Illinois, 

Missouri, 

Michigan, 
Arkansas, 
Florida, 


Tebritobies. 


Albion  K.  Parris. 
David  L.  Morrill. 
Levi  Lincoln. 
James  Fenner. 
Oliver  Wolcott. 
Cornelius  P.  Van  Ness 
De  Witt  Clinton. 
Isaac  H.  Williamson. 
John  Andrew  Shulze. 
Samuel  Paynter. 
Joseph  Kent. 
John  Tyler. 
Hutchins  G.  Burtcm. 
Richard  I.  Manning; 
George  M.  Troup. 
John  Murphy. 
David  Holmes. 
Henry  Johnson. 
William  CarroU. 
Joseph  Desha. 
Jeremiah  Morrow. 
James  B.  Ray. 
Edward  Coles. 
John  Miller. 

Lewis  Cass. 
George  Izard. 
William  P.  Duv 


REPORT  ON  THE  SINKING  FUND. 
The  sums  disbursed  from  the  treasury  during  the  year  U 
count  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  ur 
per  the  last  annual  report,  to  }16, 
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And  have  been  accounted  for  in  the  fdlowing  man- 
ner^  viz : 

There  was  applied  for  the  payment  of  a  smn  short  pro- 
vided, on  account  of  the  public  debt,  prior  to  the  1st 
January,  1824,  as  per  statement  B,  annexed  to  the 
last  annual  report,  115,407  50 

And  there  was  applied,  during  the  year  1 824,  towards 
the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  pu- 
blic debt,  as  ascertained  by  accounts  jendered  to  this 
department,  as  per  annexed  statement  A,  the  sum  of 

16,541,382  04 

Viz  : — In  the  reimbursement  of  the  de- 
ferred stock,  353,844,aO 

In  the  redemption  ofthe  7  per  centstock,  8,598,309  35 

In  the  redemption  of  the  exchanged  6 

per  cent,  stock,  2,612,435  69 

In  the  reimbursement  of  the  Mississippi 

stock,  7,242  34 


11,571,831  68 
The  interest  which  accrued  for  the  year 

1824,  amounted  to  4,920,248  17 

And  the  premium  on  7  per  cent,  stock 

purchased,  to  49,302  19 


16,541,382  04 
Of  this  sum  there  was  short  provided, 
consisting  of  unclaimed  dividends,  not 
applied  for  by  the  proprietors,  as  per 
annexed  statement  B,  88,395  78 


16,452,986  26 


^16,568,393  76 
That,  during  the  year  1825,  the  following  disbuisements  were  made 
by  the  treasury,  on  account  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  pu- 
blic debt : 

On  account  of  the  interest  of  the  debt,  $4,373,277  40 

of  the  redemption  of  the  treasury  note  stock,       1,479,374  82 
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On  account  of  the  redemption  of  the  7  per  cent,  stock,       2,1£5  60 
of  the  redemption  of  tlie  exchanged  6  per  cent. 

stock,  66,539  30 

of  the  redemption  of  the  6  per  cent,  stock 

of  1812,  6,187,006  84 

of  the  reimbursement  of  the  Mississippi  stock,  1,524  02 

of  the  reimbursement  of  treasury  notes,  2,001  49 

of  certain  parts  of  the  domestic  debt,  15  31 

Making  together,  as  appears  by  staiement  C,  the  sum   

of  {12,101,864  78 

Which  disbursements  were  made  from  the  appropriation  of  tea  mill- 
ions of  dollars  for  the  year  1825,  and  from  the  unexpended  balance  of 
the  appropriations  for  previous  years,  and  will  be  accounted  for  in  the 
next  annual  report,  in  conformity  to  the  accounts  which  shall  thenhtfe 
been  rendered  to  this  department.  In  the  mean  time,  the  manner  in 
which  the  said  sum  has  been  applied,  is  estimated  as  foUows. 
There  is  estimated  to  have  been  jipplied  to  the  deficiency, 

at  the  end  of  the  year  1824,  as  per  statement  B,  88,995  78 

In  the  reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt, 

as  per  statement  E,  7,728,575  70 

And  on  account  of  the  interest  of  the 
debt,  viz  :— The  interest  for  1825,  in-  ' 

eluding  {11  68  paid  in  that  year  for 
premium  on  7  percent,  stock,  purcha- 
sed in  1824,  is  estimated  at  4,321,746  96 
Of  this  sum  there  is  estimated  to  have 
been  short  provided,  as  per  estimate  F,        96,853  66 

4,284,893  30 


J512,101,864  78 


DISTRICT  TONNAGE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Register's  Office,  January  2,  1826. 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  annual  statement  of  the  dis- 
trict tonnage  of  the  United  States  on  the  31st  December,  1824. 
The  registered  tonnage  as  corrected  at  this  office,  for 

the  year  1824.  is  stated  at  669,972  60 


DISTRICT  TONNAGE.  875 

The  enrolled  and  licensed  tonnage,  b  stated  at  041,563  04 

?be  fishing  vesseb  at  77,627  S3 


1,389,163  02 
The  tonnage  on  which  duties  were  collected  during  the  year  1824, 

mounted  as  follows : 

lie  registered  tonnage  employed  in  foreign  trade,  jNiy- 
ing  duty  on  each  voyage,  844,084  90 

lie  enrolled  and  licensed  tonnage  employed  in  the 
coasting  trade,  paying  an  annual  duty  ;  also,  regis- 
tered tonnage  employed  in  the  coasting  trade,  paying 
duty  on  each  entry,  606,893  26 

'Ishing  vessels  the  same,  81,633  00 

Nilies  were  also  paid  on  tonnage  owned  by  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  engaged  in  foreign  trade  not  re- 
gistered, 836  60 


Total  amount  on  which  duties  were  collected,  1,533,347  79 

NT  the  registered  tonnage,  amounting,  as  before  stated, 
to  669,972  60,  there  were  employed  in  the  whale- 
fishery,  33,165  70 
SnroUed  and  licensed  tonnage,  also  in  the^hale  fishery,  180  08 


Amounting  to  33,346  78 
1  beg  leave  to  subjoin  a  statement  (marked  A)  of  the  tonnage  for  the 
1824,  compared  with  the  amount  thereof  as  exhibited  in  the  pre- 
eding  annual  statement  for  1823,  with  notes  in  relation  to  the  increase 
f  the  registered  and  enrolled  tonnage,  respectively,  in  the  year  1824. 
ly  this  statement  it  appears,  that  the  total  amount  of  vessels  built  in 
lie  several  districts  of  the  United  States,  during  the  year  1824,  was 
Registered  tonnage,  64,492  18 

Enrolled  tonnage,  36,446  77 


90,939  95 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  RegUter. 

Hon.  RicHAKD  Rush,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


d76  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  182&-6. 

SUMMARY  STATEMENT 

Of  the  Exports  of  the  Growth^  Produce^  and  Mamtfactwre  tf  the  Umied 

States^  during  the  year  ending  September  30th^  1825. 

Produce  of  the  fisheries,  $  1 ,595,06^ 
Furs,  skios,  ginseng,  lumber,  naval  stores,  pot  and  pearl 

ashes,  &c.  4,938,949 
Beef,  tallow,  hides,  butter  and  cheese,  pork  and  live 

animals,  2,136,541 

Vegetable  food,  10,84 1 ,51 1 

Tobacco,  6,115,623 

Cotton,  36,846,649 

Indigo,  flaxseed,  hops,  wax,  and  brown  sugar,  433,968 

Domestic  manufactures,  3,169,115 

Artidee  not  dietmguished  in  returns. 

Manufactured,  2,560,682 

Saw  produce,  433,183 


Total,         66,944,745 
Statement  of  Exports  of  Foreign  Growth^  Produce  or  Manufiieture^ 

in  the  same  year. 
Merchandize  free  of  duty,  9,885,840 

Do.  paying  duty  ad  valorem,  12,554,408 

Do.  paying  specific  duty,  10,150,395 


Total,         32,590,643 
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PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS. 


L— DOMESTIC, 


RBATY  BETWEEIV  THE   UnTTED  StaTES  AND   COLOMBIA. 


ABTICLE  1st. 

shall  be  a  perfect,  firm  and 
9  peace  and  sincere  friend- 
reen  the  United  States  of 
and  the  repubhc  of  Co- 
in all  the  extent  of  their 
ins  and  territories,  and  be- 
dr  people  and  citizens  re- 
f,  without  distinction  of 
)r  places. 

ARTICLE  2d. 

nted  States  of  America  and 
Uic  of  Colombia,  desiring 
peace  and  harmony  with  dl 
ir  nations  of  the  earth,  by 
*  a  policy  frank  and  equal- 
\f  with  all,  engage  mutual- 
grant  any  particular  favor 
nations,  in  respect  of  com- 
nd  navigation,  which  shall 
sdiately  become  common 
her  party,  who  shall  enjoy 
I  freely,  if  the  concession 
J  made,  or  on  allowing  the 
iqiensation,  if  the  conces- 
conditional. 

ABTICLE  3d. 

tizens  of  the  United  States 
|uent  all  the  coasts  and 
t  of  the  republic  of  Co- 


lombia, and  reside  and  trade  tliere, 
in  all  sorts  of  produce,  manufac- 
tures and  merchandise,  and  shall 
pay  no  other  or  greater  duties, 
charges  or  fees,  whatsoever,  than 
the  most  favored  nation  is  or  shall 
be  obliged  to  pay  ;  and  they  shall 
enjoy  all  the  rights,  privileges  and 
exemptions  in  navigation  and  com- 
merce, which  the  most  favored  na- 
tion does  or  shall  enjoy,  submitting 
themselves,  nevertheless,  to  the 
laws,  decrees  and  usages,  there  es- 
tablished, and  to  which  are  submit- 
ted the  subjects  and  citizens  of  the 
most  favored  nations. 

In  like  manner  the  citizens  of  the 
republic  of  Colombia  may  frequent 
all  the  coasts  and  countries  of  the 
United  States,  and  reside  and  trade 
there,  in  aU  sorts  of  produce,  ma- 
nufactures and  merchandise,  and 
shall  pay  no  other  or  greater  duties, 
charges  or.  fees,  whatsoever,  than 
the  most  fiivored  nation  is  or  shall 
be  obliged  to  pay  ;  and  they  shall 
enjoy  all  the  rights,  privileges  and 
exemptions  in  navigation  and  com- 
merce, which  the  most  favored  na- 
tion does  or  shall  enjoy,  submitting 
! 
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themselves,  nevertheless,  to  the 
laws,  decrees  and  usages,  thc^re  es- 
tablished, and  to  which  are  submit- 
ted the  subjects  and  citizens  of  the 
most  favored  nations. 

ARTICLE  4th. 

It  is  likewise  agreed,  that  it  shall 
be  wholly  free  for  all  merchants, 
commanders  of  sliips  and  other  ci- 
tizens of  both  countries,  to  manage 
themselves  their  own  business  in  all 
tlie  ports  and  places  subject  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  each  other,  as  well 
with  respect  to  t)ie  consignment 
and  sale  of  their  goods  and  mer- 
chandise by  wholesale  or  retail,  as 
with  respect  to  the  loading,  un- 
loading and  sending  off  their  ships  ; 
they  being,  in  all  these  cases,  to  be 
treated  as  citizens  of  the  country 
in  which  they  reside,  or  at  least  to 
bo  placed  on  a  footing  with  the  sub- 
jects or  citizens  of  the  most  favor- 
ed nation. 

ARTICLE  5t1i. 

The  citizens  of  neither  of  the 
contracting  parties  shall  be  liable 
to  any  embargo,  nor  be  detained 
with  their  vessels,  cargoes,  mer- 
chandises, or  effects,  for  any  milita- 
ry expedition,  nor  for  any  public  or 
private  purpose  Whatever,  without 
allowing  to  those  interested  a  suffi- 
ciantindemnification. 

ARTICLE  6th. 

.  ^Whenever  the  citizens  of  either 
of  the  contracting  parties  shall  be 
ibf c'ed  4o  iteek  refuge^  or  asylum  in 
Ihenrivers,  bays,  ports,  or  domiAions 
'Of^  the  other,  with  their  vessels, 
hvbether  merchant  or  of  war,  pub- 
Jie.  4D«  '.private,  through  stress  of 
weiAtii^,  pursuit  of  pirates,  or  ene- 
mies; they  shall  be  received  and 
treated  .with  •humatiity,  giving  to 
them  all'iavor  and  protection  for 
repairing  their  ships,  procuring  pro*- 
visions,  aiid  placing  themselves  in 
a  situation  to  <SOBtinue  their  voyage, 


without  ol)stac]e  or  hindrance  of 
any  kind. 

ARTICLE  7 til. 

All  th^ ships,  merchandise  and 
cfTccts,  belonging  to  tlie  citizens  of 
one  of  the  contracting  parties, 
which  may  be  captured  by  pirates, 
whether  within  the  limit^t  of  its  ju- 
risdiction or  on  tlie  high  seas,  and 
may  be  carried  or  found  in  the  ri- 
vers, roads,  bays,  ])orts,  or  domi- 
nions of  the  other,  shall  be  delim- 
ed  up  to  the  owners,  they  provioei 
in  due  and  proper  form,  their  right?, 
before  tlie  competent  tribunals ;  it 
being  well  understood  that  the  claim 
should  be  made  witliin  the  term  of 
one  year  by  the  parties  theinselves, 
their  attorneys,  or  agents  of  the  re- 
spective governments. 

ARTICLE  8th. 

When  any  vessel,  belonging  to 
the  citizens  of  either  of  the  con- 
tracting parties,  shall  be  wreded. 
foundered,  or  shaU  suffer  any  dam- 
age on  the  coasts,  or  witliin  the  do- 
minions of  the  other,  there  siiall  be 
givQn  to  them  all  assistance  and  pro- 
tection, in  the  same  manner  which  is 
usual  and  customary  with  the  vessels 
bfthe  nation  where  the  dainage  hap- 
pens, permitting  thein  to  unload  the 
said  vessel,  if  necessary,  of  its  mer- 
chandise and  effects,  without  exact- 
ing for  it  any  duty,  impost  or  con- 
tribution whatever,  until  they  may 
be  exported- 

ARTICLE  9th. 

The  citizens  of  each  of  the  con- 
tracting parties  shall  have  power  to 
dispose  of  their  personal  goods  with- 
in the  jurisdiction  of  the  other,  hy 
sale,  donation,  testament  or  other- 
wise, and  their  representatives,  be- 
ing citizens  of  the  other  party,  ^ 
succeed  to  their  said  personal  goods, 
whether  by  testament  or  ab  hUuttl^ 
and  they  nray  take  possession  there- 
of, cither  bv  themselves  or  others 
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ucling  (or  them,  and  dispose  of  tlio  parties  in  the  countries  subject  to 
same  at  their  will,  paying  such  dues  the  jurisdiction  of  the  one  and  the 
only  as  the  inhnlntants  of  the  coun-  other,  without  their  being  liable  to 
try^  wherein  the  said  croods  are,  be  disturbed  or  molested  on  account 
shall  Im'  :?ubject  to  pay  in  like  cases,  of  their  religious  belief,  so  long  as 
And  if,  in  the  case  of  real  estate,  they  respect  the  laws  and  establish* 
the  said  heirs  would  be  prevented  ed  usages  of  the  country.    More- 
from  entering  intP  the  possession  over,  the  bodies  of  the  citizens  of 
of  the  inheritance,  on  account  of  one  of  the  contracting  parties,  who 
their  character  of  aliens,  there  shaU  may  die   in  the  territories  of  the 
bi3  irrantcd   to  them  the  term  of  other,  shall  be  buried  in  the  usual 
three  years  to  dispose  of  tJie  same,  burying  ground,  or  in  otlier  decent 
as  thr-y  may  think  proper,  and  to  and  suitable  places,  and  shall  be  pro* 
wit  hcl raw  their  proceeds  without  mo-  tected  from  violation  or  disturbance. 
Icstatioii,  and  exempt  from  all  rights  article  12th. 
of  d(>trantion,  on  the  part  of  the  go*        It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  citizens 
vorjnnent  of  the*  respective  states,  of  the  United  States  of  America 
ARTICLE  10th.  and  of  the  republic  of  Colombia, 
Both  the  contracting  parties  pro-  to  sail  with  their  ships,  with  all 
iniae  and  engage,  formally,  to  give  manner  of  liberty  and  security,  no 
tJieir  special  protection  to  the  per-  distinction  being  made,  who  are  the 
sons  and  property  of  the  citizens  of  proprietors  ofthe  merchandise  laden 
oach  other,  of  all  occupations,  who  thereon,  from  any  port  to  the  places 
may  be  in  the  territories  subject  to  of  those  who  now  are  or  hereafter 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  one  or  the  shall  be  at  enmity  with  either  ofthe 
other,  transient  or  dwelling  there-  contracting  parties.  It  shall  likewise 
in,  leaving  open  and  free  to  them  be  lawful  forthecitizens  aforesaid  to 
the  tribunals  of  justice  for  their  ju-  sail  with  their  ships  and  merchan- 
dicial  recourse,  on  the  same  terms  disc  beforementioned,  and  to  trado 
which  are  usual  and  customary  with  witJi    the    same    liberty   and   se- 
the  natives  or  citizens  of  the  coun-  curity  from  the  places,  ports  and 
try  in  which  they  may  be  ;  for  which  havens,  of  those  who  are  enemies 
they  may  employ  in  defence  of  their  of  both  or  either  party,  without  any 
rii^hts,  such  advocates,  solicitors,  opposition  or  disturbance  whalso- 
notaries,  agents  and  factors,  as  they  ever,   not  only  directly  from  the 
may  judge  proper,  in  all  their  trials  places  of  the  enemy,  beforemen- 
at  law  ;  and  such  citizens  or  agents  tioned,  to  neutral  places,-  but  also 
shall  have  free  opportunity  to  be  from  one  place  belonging  to  an 
present  at  the  decisions  and  sen-  enemy  to  another  place  belonging 
tcnces  of  the  tribunals,  in  all  cases  to  an  enemy,  whether  they  be  under 
which  may  concern  them,  and  like-  the  jurisdiction  of  one  power  or  un- 
wise at  the  taking  of  all  examuia-  der  several.    And  it  is  hereby  stipu-f 
tions  and  evi<lence.s  which  may  be  lated,  that  free  ships  shall  also  give 
(exhibited  in  the  said  trials.  freedom  to  goods,  and  that  every 
ARTICLE  1  ]  th.  thing  shall  be  deeiqed  to  be  free 
It  is  likewise  agreed,  that  the  and  exempt,  which  .shall  be  found, 
most  perfect  and  rntire  s(H*.urity  of  on   board  tlie  sliips  belonging  toc 
conscience  shall  be  enjoyed  by  the  tlie  citizens  of  either  of  tlie  con- 
<*iti/Rns    of  hr)th  the  contracting  tracting  parties,  although  the  whole 
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lading,  or  any  part  thereof,  should  perty,  in  that  case  the  goods  and 
appertain  to  the  enemies  of  either,  merchandises  of  the  neutral,  em- 
contraband  goods  being  always  ex-  barked  in  such  enemy^s  ships,  shaD 
cepted.     It  is  also  agreed,  in  like  be  free, 
manner,  that  the  same  liberty  be  abticle  14th. 
extended  to  persons  who  are  on        This  liberty  of  navigation  and 
board  a  free  ship,  with  this  effect,  commerce  shall^tend  to  all  kinds 
that  although  they  be  enemies  to  of  merchandiMf'  excepting  those 
both  or  either  party,  they  are  not  only  which  are  distinguished  by  the 
to  be  taken  out  of  that  free  ship,  name  of  contraband,   and  under 
unless  they  are  officers  or  soldiers,  this  name  of  contraband,  or  pro* 
andin  the  actual  service  of  the  ene-  hibited   goods,  shall   be  C0Dlpr^ 
mies  :     Provided,  how^cver,  and  it  bended — 
is  hereby  agreed,  that  the  stipula-         1st.    Cannons,  mortars,  howitz- 
tions  in  this  article  contained,  de-  ers,  swivels,  blunderbusses,  mus* 
daring  that  the  flag  shall  cover  the  kets,  fuzees,  rifles,  carbines,  pis- 
property,    shall  be  understood  as  tols,  pikes,  swords,  sabres,  lances, 
applying  to  those  powers  only,  who  spears,    halberds    and    granades, 
recognise  this   principle ;    but   if  bombs,   powder,    matches,  bails, 
either  of  the  two  contracting  par-  and  all  other  things  belonging  to 
ties  shall  be  at  war  with  a  third,  the  use  of  these  arms ; 
and  the  other  neutral,  the  flag  of        Sdly.  Bucklers,  hehnets,  breast- 
the  neutral  shall  cover  the  property  plates,  coats  of  mail,  infantry  Mts 
of  enemies    whose    governments  and  clothes,  made  up  in  the  form 
acknowledge  this  principle,  and  not  and  for  a  military  use  ; 
of  others.                                               Sdly.  Cavalry  belts,  and  horses 
ARTICLE  13th.  with  their  furniture  ; 
It  is  likewise  agreed,  that,  in  the        4thly.  And  generally  aU  kinds  of 
case  where  the  neutral  flag  of  one  arms  and  instruments  of  iron,  steel, 
of  the  contracting  parties  shall  pro-  brass  and  copper,  or  of  any  other 
tect  the  property  of  the  enemies  of  materials  manufactured,  prepared 
the  other,  by  virtue  of  the  above  and  formed,  expressly  to  make  war 
stipulation,  it  shall  always  be  un-  by  sea  or  land, 
derstood  that  the  neutral  property  article  15th. 
found  on  board  such  enemy's  ves-       All  other  merchandises  and  things, 
sels  shall  be  held  and  considered  notcomprehendedin  the  articles  of 
as  enemy's  property,  and  as  such  contraband  explicitly  enumerated 
shall  be  liable  to  detention  and  con-  and  classified,  as  above,  shall  be 
fiscation,  except  such  property  as  held  and  considered  as  firee,  and 
was  put  on  board  such  vessel  be-  subjects  of  free  and  lawful  oom- 
fore  the  declaration  of  war,  or  even  merce,  so  that  they  may  be  carried 
aflerwards,  if  it  were  done  without  and  transported  in  the  freest  mill- 
the  knowledge  of  it ;   but  the  con-  ner  by  boUi  the  contracting  partiaii 
tracting    parties  agree,  that  two  even  to  places    belonging  to  ii 
months   having  elapsed  after  the  enemy,  excepting  only  those  pl^ 
declaration,  their  citizens  shall  not  ces  which  are  at  that  time  bone- 
plead  ignorance  thereof.     On  the  ged  or  blocked  up ;  and  to  avoid  aH 
contrary,  if  the  flag  of  the  neutral  doubt  in  this  particular,  it  is  de- 
does  not  protect  the  enemy's  pro*  clared  that  those  pltces  only  am 
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[  or  blockaded  which  are  proper.     Nor  shall  any  vessel  of 

attacked  by  a  belligerent  either,  that  may  have  entered  into 

pable  of  preventing  the  en-  such  port  before  the  same  was  ac- 

e  neutral.  tually  besieged,  blockaded  or  in- 

article  !6th.  vested,  by  the  other,  be  restrained 

jticles  of  contraband,  be-  from  quitting  such  place  with  her 

umerated    and    classified,  cargo,  nor  if  found  therein  afler 

nay  be  found  in  a  vessel  the  reduction  and  surrender,  shall 

or  an  enemy's  port,  shall  such  vessel  or  her  cargo,  be  liable 

(Ct  to  detention  and  Confis-  to  confiscation,  but  they  shall  be 

leaving  free  the  rest  of  the  restored  to  the  owners  thereof, 

id  the  sliip,  that  the  own-  article  18th. 

r  dispose  of  them  as  they  In  order  to  prevent  all  kind  of 

•per.     No  vessel  of  either  disorder  in  the  visiting  and  exam- 

wo  nations  shall  be  detain-  ination  of  the  ships  and  cargoes  of 

le  high  seas  on  account  of  both  the  contracting  parties  on  the 

m  board  articles  of  contra-  high  seas,  they  have  agreed  mutu- 

henever  the  master,  cap-  ally,  that  whenever  a  vessel  of  war, 

supercargo  of  said  vessel,  public  or  private,  shall  meet  with 

iver  up  the  articles  of  con-  a  neutral  of  the  other  contracting 

,  to  the  captor,  unless  the  party,  the  first  shall  remain  out  of 

of  such  articles  be  so  great  cannon  shot,  and  may  send  its  boat 

so  large  a  bulk,  that  they  with  two  or  three  men  only,  in  or- 

be  received  on  board  the  der  to  execute  the  said   examina- 

ig  ship   without  great  in-  tion  of  the  papers  concerning  the 

ence  ;    but  in  this  and  in  ownership  and  cargo  of  the  vessel, 

r  cases  of  just  detention,  without  causing  the  least  extortion, 

el  detained  sliall  be  sent  to  violence,  or  ill  treatment,  for  which 

irest  convenient   and  safe  the  commanders  of  the  said  armed 

r  trial  and  judgment,  ac-  ships  shall  be  responsible  with  their 

to  law.  persons  and  property  ;    for  which 

ARTICLE  17th.  purpose  the  commanders  of  said 

whereas  it  frequently  hap-  private  armed  vessels  shall,  before 

lat  vessels  sail  for  a  port  or  receiving  their  commissions,  give 

(longing  to  an  enemy,  with-  sufficient  security  to  answer  for  aU 

wing  that  the  same  is  be-  the  damages    they  may  commit, 

blockaded,  or  invested,  it  And  it  is  expressly  agreed  that  the 

d,  that  every  vessel,  so  cir-  neutral  party  shall  in  no  case  be 

iced,  may  be  turned  away  required  to  go  on  board  the  exam- 

ich  port  or  place,  but  shall  ining  vessel,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 

letained,  nor  shall  any  part  hibiting  her  papers,  or  for  any  other 

Argo,  if  not  contraband,  be  purpose  whatever. 

Lted,  unless,  aflcr  warning  article  19th. 

1  blockade   or  investment.  To  avoid  all  kind  of  vexation 

ie  commanding  officer  of  and  abuse  in  the  examination  of 

ckading  forces,   she   shall  the  papers  relating  to  the  owner- 

ittempt  to  enter,  but  she  ship  of  the  vessels  belonging  to  the 

e  permitted  to  go  to  any  citizens  of  the    two    contracting 

irt  or  place  she  shall  think  parties,  they  have  agreed,  and  do 
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asfree,  that,  in  case  one  of  them 
»houI(l  be  engruged  in  war,  the  ships 
and  vessels  helorii^in^  to  the  citi- 
zens of  the  other  must  be  furnished 
with  sea-letters  or  passports,  ex- 
pressing the  name,  property  and 
bulk  of  the  ship,  as  also  the  name 
and  place  of  habitation  of  the  mas- 
ter or  commander  of  said  vessel, 
in  order  that  it  may  thereby  appear, 
that  tlie  ship  really  and  truly  be- 
longs to  the  citizens  of  one  of  the 
parties  ;  they  have  hkewise  agree<l 
that  such  ships  being  laden,  be- 
sides tlie  said  sea-letters  or  pass- 
ports, shall  also  be  provided  witli 
certificates  containing  the  several 
particulars  of  the  cargo,  and  the 
place  whence  the  ship  sailed,  so 
that  it  may  be  known  whetlier  any 
forbidden  or  contraband  goods  be 
on  board  the  same  ;  which  certifi- 
cates shall  be  made  out  by  the  offi- 
cers of  the  place  whence  the  ship 
sailed,  in  the  accustomed  form ; 
without  which  retpiisites,  sai<l  ves- 
sel may  be  detained  to  Ik?  adjudg- 
ed by  the  competent  tribunal,  and 
may  be  declared  legal  prize,  unless 
the  said  defect  shall  be  satisfied 
or  supplied  by  testimony  entirely 
equivalent. 

ABTICL£  20tli. 
It  is  further  agree<l,  that  the 
stipulations  above  expressed,  rela- 
tive to  the  visiting  and  examina- 
tion of  vessels,  shall  apply  only  to 
those  which  sail  without  convoy  ; 
and  when  said  vessels  shall  be  un- 
der convoy,  the  verbal  declaration 
of  the  commander  of  the  convoy, 
on  his  word  of  honor,  that  the  ves- 
sels under  his  protection  belong  to 
the  nation  whose  flag  he  carries — 
and  when  they  are  bound  to  an 
enemy's  port,  that  they  have  no 
contraband  goods  on  board,  shall 
be  sufficient. 


ARTICLE  31st. 
.It  is  further  agreed,  that  in  all 
cases  the  established  courts  for 
prize  causes,  in  the  country  to 
wliich  the  prizes  may  be  conducted, 
shall  alone  take  cognisance  of  them. 
And  whenever  such  tribunal  of 
either  party  shall  pronounce  judg- 
ment against  any  vessel  or  goods, 
or  property  claimed  by  the  citizens 
of  the  other  party,  the  sentence  or 
decree  shall  mention  the  reasons 
or  motives  on  which  the  same 
shall  have  been  founded,  and  in 
authenticated  copy  of  the  sentence 
or  decree,  and  of  all  the  proceed- 
ings in  the  case,  shall,  if  demand- 
ed, be  delivered  to  the  coininander 
or  agent  of  said  vessel,  without 
any  delay,  he  paying  tlie  legal  feer« 
for  the  same. 

ARTICLE  S2d. 

Whenever  one  of  the  contract- 
ing parties  shall  be  engaged  in  war 
with  another  state,  no  citizen  ofthc 
other  contrarrting  party  shall  ac- 
cept a  commission,  or  letter  of 
marque,  for  the  purpose  of  assist- 
ing or  co-operating  hostileW,  with 
the  said  enemy,  against  tlie  aud 
party  so  at  war,  under  the  pain  of 
behig  treated  as  a  pirate. 

ARTICLE  23d. 

If,  by  any  fatality  which  cannot 
be  expec^ted,  and  which  God  for- 
bid, the  two  contracting   parties 
should  be  engaged  in  a  war  with 
each  other,  they  have  agreed  and 
do  agree,  now  for  then,  that  there 
shall  be  allowed  the  term  of  six 
months  to  the  merchants  residing 
ou  the  coasts  and  in  the  ports  of 
each  otlier ;  and  the  tenn  of  one 
year  to  those  who  dwell  in  the  in- 
terior,  to  arranirc  their  business  and 
traiisport    their    cflects    wherever 
they   please,   giving  to   them  the 
safe  conduct  nncessnrv  for  it,  which 
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inay  serve  as  a  sufficient  protection  each  other,  they  agree  to  receive 
until  they  arrive  at  the  designated  and  admit  consuls  and  vice-consuls 
port.  The  citizens  of  all  other  in  all  the  ports  open  to  foreign 
occupations  who  may  be  entablish-  commerce,  who  shall  enjoy  in  them 
ed  in  tlie  territories  or  dominions  all  the  rights,  prerogatives,  and  im- 
of  the  United  States  and  of  tlie  re-  munities,  of  the  consuls  and  vice- 
public  of  Colombia,  shall  be  re-  consuls  of  the  most  favored  na- 
spected  and  maintained  in  the  full  tion  ;  each  contracting  party,  how- 
enjoy  niont  of  their  |>ersonal  liberty  ever,  remaining  at  liberty  to  except 
and  pro}>erty,  unless  their  particu-  those  ports  and  places  in  which  the 
lar  conduct  shall  cause  them  to  for-  admission  and  residence  of  such 
feit  this  protection,  which  in  consi-  consuls  may  not  seem  convenient, 
deration  of  humanity  the  contract-  articlk  27th. 
ing  parties  engage  to  give  them.  In  order  that  the  consuls  and 
ARTICLE  24tJi.  vice-consuls  of  the  two  contracting 

Neitlier  the  debts  due  from  indi-  parties  may  enjoy  the  rights,  pre- 
viduais  of  the  one  nation  to  the  in-  rogatives,  and  immunities,  which 
dividuals  of  the  other,  nor  shares,  belong  to  them,  by  their  public 
nor  moneys,  which  they  may  have  character,  they  shall,  before  enter- 
in  public  funds,  nor  in  public  or  ing  on  the  exercise  of  their  func- 
private  banks,  shall  ever,  in  any  tions,  exhibit  their  commission  or 
event  of  war,  or  of  national  differ-  patent,  in  due  form,  to  the  govem- 
ence,  be  sequestered  or  confis-  ment  to  which  they  are  accredited ; 
cated.  and  having  obtained  their  exequaiur^ 
artk:le  25th.  they  shall  be  held  and  considered 

Both  tlie  contracting  parties  be-  as  such,  by  all  the  authorities,  ma- 

ing  desirous  of  avoiding  inequality  gistrates,  and   inhabitants,  in  the 

in  relation  to  their  public  commu-  consular  district  in  which  they  re- 

nications  and  oilicial  intercourse,  side. 

Istte  agree<f,  and  do  agree,  to  grant  article  28th. 

to  the  envoys,  ministers,  and  other  It  is  likewise  agreed,  that  the 

fiublic  agents,  the  same  favors,  im-  consuls,  their  secretaries,  officers, 

munities,   and  exemptions,  which  and  persons  attached  to  the  service 

those  of  the  most  favored  nation  of  consuls,  thoy  not  being  citizens 

do  or  shall  enjoy  ;  it  l>eing  under-  of  the  country  in  which  the  consul 

stood  that  whatever  favors,  immu-  resides,  shall  be  exempt  from  all 

nities,   or    privileges,    the   United  public  service,   and  also  from  all 

States  of  America  or  the  republic  kinds  of  taxes,  imposts,  and  con- 

of  Colombia  may  find  it  proper  to  tributions,  except  those  which  they 

give   to  the  ministers  and  public  shall  be  obliged  to  pay  on  account 

agents  of  any  other  power,  shall  by  of  commerce,  or  their  property,  to 

the  same  act  be  extended  to  those  which  the  citizens  and  inhabitants, 

of  each  of  the  contracting  parties,  native  and  foreign,  of  the  country 

ARTICLE  26th.  in  which  they  reside,  arc  subject. 

To  make  more  effectual  the  pro-  being  in  every  thing  besi<ies  sub- 

lection  which  the   United    States  ject  to  the  laws  of  the  respective 

and  the  republic  of  Colombia  shall  states.     The  archives  and  fiapers 

afford  in  future  to  the  navigation  of  the  consulates  shall  be  respected 

and  commerce  of  the  citizens  of  inviolably,  and  under  no  pretext 


«-J 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  182G- 


whatever  sliall  any  magristratc  seize, 
or  in  any  way  interfere  with  them. 

ARTICLE  29th. 

The  said  consuls  shall  have  the 
power  to  require  the  assistance  of 
the  authorities  of  the  country  for 
the  arrest,  detention,  and  custody 
of  deserters  from  the  public  and 
private  vessels  of  their  country, 
and  for  that  purpose  they  shall  ad- 
dress themselves  to  the  courts, 
judges,  and  officers  competent, 
and  shall  demand  the  said  desert- 
ers in  writing,  proving  by  an  exhi- 
bition of  the  registers  of  the  ves- 
sel's or  ship's  roll,  or  other  pubUc 
documents,  that  those  men  were 
part  of  the  said  crews  :  and  on  this 
demand,  so  proved,  (saving,  how- 
ever, where  the  contrary  is  proved,) 
the  delivery  shall  not  be  reliised. 
Such  deserters,  when  arrested, 
shall  be  put  at  the  disposal  of  the 
said  consuls,  and  may  be  put  in  the 
public  prisons  at  the  request  and 
expense  of  those  who  claim  them, 
to  be  sent  to  the  ships  to  which 
they  belonged,  or  to  others  of  the 
same  nation.  But  if  they  be  not 
sent  back  within  two  months,  to  be 
counted  from  the  day  of  their  ar- 
rest, they  shall  be  set  at  liberty, 
and  shall  be  no  more  arrested  for 
the  same  cause. 

ARTICLE  30th. 

For  the  purpose  of  more  effectu- 
ally protecting  their  commerce  and 
navigation,  the  two  contracting 
parties  do  hereby  agree,  as  soon 
hereafter  as  circumstances  will  per- 
mit them,  to  form  a  consular  con- 
vention, which  shall  declare  spe- 
cially the  powers  and  immunities  of 
the  consuls  and  vicc-cousuls  of  the 
respective  parties. 

ARTICLE  31st. 

The  United  States  of  America 
and  the  republic  of  Colombia,  de- 
siring to  make  as  durable  as  cir- 


cumstances will  permit,  the  rela- 
tions which  are  to  be  established 
between  the  two  parties  by  virtue 
of  this  treaty,  or  general  conven- 
tion of  peace,   amity,  commerce, 
and  navigation,  have  declared  so- 
lemnly, and  do  agree  to  the  follow- 
ing points : 

1st.  The  present  treaty  shall  re- 
main in  full  force  and  virtue  for  the 
term  of  twelve  years,  to  be  counted 
from  the  day  of  tlie  exchange  of 
the  ratifications,  in  all  the  parts  re- 
lating to  commerce  and  navigation; 
and  in  all  t^ose  parts  which  relate 
to  peace  and  friendship,  it  shall  be 
permanently  and  perpetually  bind- 
ing on  both  powers. 

2dly.  If  any  one  or  more  of  tbe 
citizens  of  either  party  shall  in- 
fringe any  of  the  articles  of  this 
treaty,  such  citizen  shall  be  held 
personally  responsible  for  the  same, 
and  the  harmony  and  good  corres- 
pondence between  the  two  nations 
shall  not  be  interrupted  thereby ; 
each  party  engaging  in  no  ii'ay  to 
protect  the  offender,  or  sanctioa 
such  violation. 

3dly.  If,  fwhat,  indeed,  cannot 
be  expected,)  unfortunately,  any  of 
the  articles  contained  in  the  pre- 
sent treaty  shall  be  violated  or  in- 
fringed in  any  other  way  whatever, 
it  is  expressly  stipulated,  that  nei- 
ther of  the  contracting  parties  wiQ 
order  or  authorise  any  acts  of  re- 
prisal, nor  declare  war  agunst  the 
other,  on  complaints  of  injuries  or 
damages,  until  the  said  party  con- 
sidering itself  offended,  shall  first 
have  presented  to  the  other  a  state- 
ment of  such  injuries  or  damageSi 
verified  by  competent  prooi^  and 
demanded  justice  and  satisfactioni 
and  the  same  shall  have  been  either 
refused  or  unreasonably  delayed. 

4t]]]y.  Nothing  in  this  treaty  con- 
tained shall,  however,  be  coii8trued» 
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vate  contrary  to  former  and 
ig  public  treaties  with  other 
jgns  or  states. 

I  present  treaty  of  peace, 
commerce,  and  navigation, 
ye  approved  and  ratified  by 
Bsident  of  the  United  States 
lerica,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
uid  consent  of  the  senate 
^  and  by  the  president  of  the 
ic  of  Colombia,  with  the  con- 
nd  approbation  of  the  con- 
)f  the  same,  and  the  ratiiica- 
hall  be  exchanged  in  the  city 
ihington  within  eight  months, 
M>unted  from  the  date  of  the 
ire  hereof,  or  sooner  if  pos- 

dth,  whereof,  we,  the  plcni- 
laries  of  the  United  States 
erica  and  of  the  republic  of 
bia,  have  signed  and  sealed 
irasents. 

e  in  the  city  of  Bogota,  on 
iid  day  of  October,  in  the 
f  our  Lord  one  thousand 
umdred  and  twenty-four,  in 
ty-ninth  year  of  the  inde- 
ice  of  the  United  States  of 
sa,  and  the  fourteenth  of  that 

republic  of  Colombia. 

lUcHARD  C.  Anderson,  jr. 

Pedro  Gual. 


And  whereas  the  said  conven- 
tion has  been  duly  ratified  on  boUi 
parts,  and  the  respective  ratifica- 
tions of  the  same  were  exchanged, 
at  Washington,  on  the  twenty-se- 
venth day  of  the  present  month,  by 
Daniel  Brent,  chief  clerk  of  the 
department  of  state,  and  Jo6e  Ma- 
ria Salazar,  L.  L.  D.,  fiscal  of  the 
high  court  of  justice  of  the  repub- 
lic of  Colombia,  and  envoy  extra- 
ordinary and  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary thereof,  near  the  government 
of  the  United  States  of  America, 
on  the  part  of  their  respective  go- 
vernments. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  here- 
unto set  my  hand,  and  caused 
the  seal  of  the  United  States 
to  be  affixed.     Done  at  the 
[l.  s.]city    of   Washington,     this 
thirty-first   day  of  May,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-five,   and  of  the  in- 
dependence of  the  United 
States  the  forty-ninth. 
John  Quinoy  Adaks. 
By  the  president : 

H.  Clay,  secretary  qf  state. 


ASE  qf  the  President  qf  the  United  States  to  tJte  I9th  Con- 
gress— 1st  Session. 


m  Citizens  of  the   Senate,  and 
iovae  of  Representatives, — 

jring  a  general  survey  of  the 
us  of  our  beloved  country, 
ference  to  subjects  interest- 
the  common  welfare,  the 
itiment  which  impresses  it- 
em the  mind,  is  of  gratitude 
ihiiiiipotent  Dispenser  of  all 
or  the  continuance  of  the 


signal  blessings  of  his  providence, 
and  especially  for  that  health  which, 
to  an  unusual  extent,  has  prevailed 
within  our  borders;  and  for  that 
abundance  which,  in  the  vicitudes 
of  the  seasons,  has  been  scattered 
with  profiision  over  our  land.  Nor 
ought  we  less  to  ascribe  to  him  the 
glory,  that  we  are  permitted  to  en- 
joy the  bounties  of  his  hand  in  peace 
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und  tranquility ;  in  peace  with  all  in  their  commercial  intercoiir«f 
the  other  nations  of  the  earth,  in  with  other  nations,  has  always  been 
tranquility  among  ourselves.  There  of  the  mont  liberal  character.  In 
has,  indeed,  rarely  been  a  period  in  the  mutual  exchange  of  their  re- 
the  history  of  civilized  man,  in  spective  pro<luctions,  they  have 
which  the  general  condition  of  the  abstained  altogether  from  prohibi- 
christian  nations  has  been  marked  tions — thev  have  interdicted  them- 
so  extensively  by  peace  and  pros-  selves  the  power  of  laying  tuts 
(lerity.  Europe,  with  a  few  partial  upon  exports,  and  whenever  tbey 
and  unhappy  exceptions,  has  en-  have  favored  their  own  shipping, 
joyed  ten  years  of  peace,  during  by  special  preferences,  or  exdiisiTe 
which  all  her  governments,  what-  privileges  in  tlieir  own  ports,  it  ba 
over  the  theory  of  their  constitu-  been  only  with  a  view  to  counte^ 
tions  may  have  been,  are  succes-  vail  similar  favors  and  exclusions, 
sively  taught  to  feel,  that  the  end  of  granted  by  the  nations  with  whom 
their  institution  is  the  happiness  of  we  have  been  engaged  in  traffic,  to 
the  people,  and  that  the  exercise  of  their  own  people  or  shipping,  ud 
power  among  men  can  be  justified  to  the  disadvantage  of  ours.  In- 
only  by  the  blessings  it  confers  up-  mediately  after  the  close  of  thelart 
on  those  over  whom  it  is  extended,  war,  a  proposal  was  fairly  made  bj 

During  the  same  period,  our  in-  the  act  of  congress  of  the  Sd  of 
tercourse  with  all  those  nations  has  March,  1815,  to  all  the  maritime 
l)een  pacific  and  friendly — it  so  nations,  to  lay  a<«ide  the  system  of 
continues.  Since  the  close  of  your  retaliating  restrictions  and  ezda* 
last  session,  no  material  variation  sions,  and  to  place  the  shipping  of 
has  occurred  in  our  relations  with  both  parties  to  the  common  tradet 
any  one  of  them.  Tn  the  com-  on  a  footing  of  equality,  in  respect 
mercial  and  navigation  system  of  to  the  duties  of  tonnage  and  im- 
Great  Britain,  important  changes  post.  This  offer  was  partiaUy  and 
of  municipal  regulation  have  re-  successively  acx^eptedl^  Great Bri- 
cently  been  sanctioned  by  acts  of  tain,  Sweden,  the  Netherlands,  tbe 
parliament,  the  eflrct  of  which,  Ilanseatic  cities,  Prussia,  Sardiniif 
upon  the  interests  of  other  nations,  the  duke  of  Oldenburg,  and  Bib- 
and  particularly  upon  ours,  has  not  sia.  It  was  also  adopted,  under  oe^ 
yet  been  fully  developed.  In  the  tain  modifications,  in  our  late  con- 
recent  renewal  of  the  diplomatic  mercial  convention  with  France, 
missions  on  both  sides,  between  And,  by  the  act  of  congrescofllKt 
the  two  governments,  assurances  8th  of  January,  1824,  it  has  r^ 
have  been  given  and  received  of  ceived  a  new  confirmation,  with 
the  continuance  and  increase  of  all  the  nations  who  had  accededto 
that  mutual  confidence  and  cordi-  it,  and  has  been  offered  again  to  ill 
ality  by  which  the  adjustment  of  those  who  arc,  or  may  bereaAff 
many  points  of  difference  had  al-  be,  willing  to  abide  in  reciprocity 
ready  been  effected,  and  which  af-  by  it.  But  all  tliese  regubtiooK 
lords  the  surest  pledge  for  the  ulti-  whether  f?«tablished  by  treaty,  v 
mate  satisfactory  adjustment  of  by  municipal  enactments,  are  ^ 
those  which  still  remain  open,  or  subject  to  one  important  reslric- 
may  hereafter  arise.  tion.     The  removal  of  discriniitf' 

The  policy  of  the  United  States,  ting  duties  of  tonnage  and  of  if^- 
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is  limited  to  articles  of  the 
th,  produce  or  manufacture 
le  country  to  which  the  vessel 
igB,  or  to  such  articles  as  are 

usually  first  shipped  from  her 
I.  It  will  deserve  the  serious 
[deration  of  congress^  whetlier 

this  remnant  of  restriction 
not  be  safely  abandoned,  and 
her  the  general  tender  of  equal 
)etition,  made  in  the  act  of  the 
January,  1824,  may  not  be  ex- 
dd  to  include  all  articles  of 
shandise  not  prohibited,  of  what 
try  soever  they  may  be  the 
lice  or  manufacture.  Propo- 
IS  lo  this  effect,  have  already 

made  to  us  by  more  than  one 
ipean  government,  and  it  is 
able  that,  if  once  established 
gislation  or  compact,  with  any 
ignished  maritime  state,  it 
d  recommend  itself  by  the  ex- 
nce  of  its  advantages,  to  the 
nl  accession  of  all. 
Iw  convention  of  commerce 
oavigation  between  the  United 
m  and  France,  concluded  on 
Mth  of  June,  1822,  was,  in 
understanding  and  intent  of 
:  parties,  as  appears  upon  its 

only  a  temporary  arrange- 
:  of  the  points  of  difference 
«en  them,  of  the  most  imme- 

and  pressing  urgency.  It 
limited,  in  the  first  instance, 
ro  years  from  the  1st  October, 
t,  but  with  a  proviso,  tliat  it 
Id  furtlier  continue  in  force, 
le  conclusion  of  a  general  and 
hive  treaty  of  commerce ;  un- 
terminated  by  a  notice,  six 
ths  in  advance,  of  either  of 
larties  to  tlie  other.  Its  ope- 
ns, so  far  as  it  extended,  has 

mutually  advantageous ;  and 
U  continues  in  force  by  com- 

consent.  !^ut  it  lefl  unad- 
d  wveral  ob|erts  of  great  in- 


terest to  tlie  citizens  and  subject^} 
of  both  countries,  and  particularly 
a  mass  of  claims,  to  considerable 
amount,  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  upon  the  government  of 
France,  of  indemnity  for  property 
taken  or  destroyed  under  circum- 
stances of  the  most  aggravated  and 
outrageous  character.  In  the  long 
period,  during  which  continual  and 
earnest  appeals  have  been  made  to 
the  equity  and  magnanimity  of 
France,  in  behalf  of  these  clainLs. 
their  justice  has  not  been,  as  it 
could  not  be,  denied.  It  was  ho- 
ped that  the  accession  of  a  new 
sovereign  to  the  throne  would  have 
afforded  a  favorable  opportunity 
for  presenting  them  to  the  conside- 
ration of  his  government.  They 
have  been  presented  and  urged, 
hitherto  without  effect.  The  re- 
peated and  earnest  representatioa^t 
of  our  minister  at  the  court  of 
France,  remain  as  yet,  even  with- 
out any  answer.  Were  the  de- 
mands of  nations  upon  the  justice 
of  each  other  susceptible  of  adju- 
dication by  the  sentence  of  an  im- 
partial tribunal,  those  to  which  I 
now  refer,  would  long  since  have 
been  settled,  and  adequate  indem- 
nity would  have  been  obtained. 
There  are  large  amounts  of  simi- 
lar claims  upon  the  Netherlands, 
Naples,  and  Denmark.  For  those 
upon  Spain,  prior  to  1819,  indem- 
nity was,  afler  many  years  of  pa- 
tient forbearance,  obtained,  and 
those  upon  Sweden  have  been  late- 
ly compromiiied  by  a  private  settle- 
ment, in  which  the  claimants  them- 
selves have  acquiesced.  The  go- 
vernments of  Denmark  and  of  Na- 
ples have  been  recently  reminded 
of  those  yet  existing  against  tliem ; 
nor  will  any  of  them  be  forgotten, 
while  a  hope  may  be  indulged  of 
obtaining   justice,  by  the  means 
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within  the  constitutional  power  of  independence,  clogged  with  bur- 
the  executive,  apJ  witliout  resort-  densome  conditions,  and  exclnnve 
ing  to  those  measures  of  self-redress,  commercial  privileges  granted  to 
which,  as  well  as  the  time,  circum-  the  nation  from  which  they  have 
stances  and  occasion,  wliich  may  separated,  to  the  disadvantage  of 
require  them,  are  within  the  exclu-  all  others.     They  are  now  all  aware 
sivc  competency  of  the  legislature,  that  such  concessions  to  any  Euro- 
It  is  with  great  satisfaction,  tliat  pcan  nation,  would  be  incompati- 
I  am  enabled  to  bear  witness  to  the  ble  with  that  independence  whick 
liberal  spirit  with  which  the  repub-  they  have  declared  and  maintained, 
lie  of  Colombia  has  made  sutisfac-        Among  the  measures  which  have 
tion  for  well-established  claims  of  been  suggested  to  them  by  the  new 
a  similar  character.     And  among  relations  with  one  another,  result- 
the  docmnents  now  communicated  ing  from  tlie  recent  changes  of 
to  congress,  will  be  distinguished  a  their  condition,  is  that  of  assem- 
trcaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  bling  at  the  isthmus  of  Panajna,  a 
with  tliat  republic,  the  ratifications  congress  at  which  each  of  then 
of  which    have  been  exchanged  should  be  represented,  to  dehbenle 
since  the  last  recess  of  the  legisla-  upon  objects  important  to  the  wel- 
ture.     The  negotiation  of  similar  fare  of  all.     The  republics  of  Co- 
treaties  with  sdl  tlie  independent  lombia,  of  Mexico,  and  of  Central 
Soutli  American  states,  has  been  America,  have  already  deputed  pie- 
contemplated,  and  may  yet  be  ac-  nipotentiaries  to  such  a  meetnig, 
complished.     The  basis  of  them  and  they  have  invited  the  United 
all,  as    proposed  by    the  United  States  to  be  also  represented  there 
States,  has  been  laid  in  two  prin-  by  their  ministers.     The  invitation 
ciples ;  the  one  of  entire  and  un-  has  been  accepted,  and  ministan 
quaUfied  reciprocity  ;  the  other,  the  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
mutual  obligation  of  the  parties,  will  be  commissioned  to  attend  it 
to  place  each  other  permanently,  those  deliberations,  and  to  take 
upon  tlie  footing  of  the  most  fa-  part  in  them,  so  far  as  may  be 
vored    nation.      These  principles  compatible    with  that    neutrality, 
are,  indeed,  indispensable  to  the  from  which  it  b  neither  our  inten- 
cflcctual  emancipation  of  the  Ame-  tion,  nor  tlie  desire  of  the  other 
ri can  hemisphere  from  the  thraldom  American  states,  that  we  ahouU 
of  colonizing  monopolies  and  ex-  depart. 

elusions;  an  event  rapidly  realising        The  commissioners,  under  the 

in  the  progress  of  human  affairs,  seventh  article  of  the   treaty  of 

and  wliich  the  resistance  still  op-  Ghent,  have  so  nearly  completed 

posed  in  certain  parts  of  £urope  to  their  labors,  that,  by  the  report  re- 

tlie  acknowledgement  of  the  South-  cently  received  from  tho  agent  oB 

crn  American  republics,  as  inde-  the  part  of  the  United  States,  tfaeie 

pendent  states,  will,  it  is  believed,  is  reason  to  expect  that  the  con* 

contribute  more  effectually  to  ac-  mission  will  be  closed  at  their  nest 

complish.      The  time  has  been,  session,  appointed  for  the  22d  of 

and  that  not  remote,  when  some  of  May,  of  the  ensuing  year, 
those  states  might,  in  their  anxious        The  other  commission,  appoint- 

desire  to  obtain  a  nominal  rccog-  ed  to  ascertain  the  indemnities  due 

nition,  have  accepted  of  a  nominal  for  slaves  carried  away  from  the 
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Jaited  States,  after  the  close  of 
he  late  war,  have  met  with  some 
[ifficulty,  which  has  delayed  their 
progress  in  the  inquiry.  A  refe- 
ence  has  been  made  to  the  Witish 
[overnment  on  the  subject,  which, 
t  may  be  hoped,  will  tend  to  hasten 
be  decii^ioii  of  the  commissioners, 
)r  serve  as  a  substitute  for  it. 

Amon<T  tlie  powers  specifically 
pmnted  to  congress  by  the  consti- 
ution,  are  those  of  establishing 
miform  laws  on  the  subject  of 
Mmkruptcies  throughout  the  United 
States;  and  of  providing  for  or- 
^izing,  arming  and  disciplining 
Jie  militia,  and  for  governing  such 
itrt  of  them  as  may  be  employed 
n  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
The  magnitude  and  complexity  of 
Jie  interests  affect ed  by  legislation 
jpon  these  subjects,  may  account 
or  the  fact,  that,  long  and  oflen  as 
xith  of  them  have  occupied  the  at- 
Mition,  and  animated  the  debates 
)f  congress,  no  systems  have  yet 
laen  devised,  for  fulfilling,  to  the 
ntis&ction  of  the  community,  the 
Inties  prescribed  by  these  grants  of 
lower.  To  conciliate  the  claim 
it  the  individual  citizen  to  the  en- 
ognnent  of  personal  liberty,  with 
Jie  effective  obligation  of  private 
xmtracts,  is  the  difficiilt  problem 
O  be  solved  by  a  law  of  bankrupt- 
cy. These  are  objects  of  the 
feepest  interest  to  society,  affect- 
all  that  is  precious  in  the  exist- 
of  muhitudes;  of  persons, 
nany  of  them  in  the  classes  essen- 
ially  dependant  and  helpless;  of 
the  age  requiring  nurture,  and  of 
the  sex  entitled  to  protection,  from 
the  free  agency  of  the  parent  and 
the  husband.  The  organization  of 
the  militia  is  yet  more  indispensa- 
ble to  the  hbcrties  of  the  country. 
[t  is  only  by  an  effective  militia  that 
Ke  can.  at  once,  enjoy  the  repose 


of  peace,  and  bid  defiance  to  fo- 
reign aggression ;  it  is  by  the  mili- 
tia that  we  are  constituted  an  arm- 
ed nation  standing  in  perpetual  pan- 
oply of  defence,  in  the  presence  of 
aU  the  other  nations  of  the  earth. 
To  this  end,  it  would  be  necessary 
so  to  shape  its  organization,  as  to 
give  it  a  more  united  and  active 
energy.  There  are  laws  for  esta- 
blishing an  uniform  militia  through- 
out the  United  States,  and  for  arm- 
ing and  equipping  its  whole  body* 
But  it  is  a  body  of  dislocated  mem- 
bers, without  the  vigor  of  unity, 
and  having  little  of  uniformity,  but 
the  name.  To  infuse  into  this  most 
important  institution  the  power  of 
which  it  is  susceptible,  and  to  make 
it  available  for  the  defence  of  the 
union,  at  the  shortest  notice,  and  at 
the  smallest  expense  of  time,  of  life 
and  of  treasure,  are  among  the  be- 
nefits to  be  expected  from  the  per- 
severing deliberations  of  congress. 
Among  the  unequivocal  indica- 
tions of  our  national  prosperity,  is 
the  flourishing  state  of  our  finan- 
ces. The  revenues  of  the  present 
year,  from  all  their  principal  sour- 
ces, will  exceed  the  anticipations 
of  the  last.  The  balance  in  the 
treasury,  on  the  1st  of  January 
last,  was  a  little  short  of  two  mil- 
hons  of  dollars,  exclusive  of  two 
millions  and  a  half,  being  the  moi- 
ety of  the  loan  of  five  millions,  au- 
thorized by  the  act  of  26th  May, 
1824.  The  receipts  i.ito  the  trea* 
sury,  from  the  Ist  of  January,  to  the 
thirtieth  of  September,  exclusive  of 
the  other  moiety  of  the  same  loan, 
are  estimated  at  sixteen  millions, 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  and 
it  is  expected  that  those  of  the  cur- 
rent quarter  will  exceed  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars ;  forming  an  ag- 
gregate of  receipts  of  nearly  twen- 
ty-two millions,  independent  of  the 
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loan.  Tlic  expenditures  of  the  of  eighty-one  millioDB  of  dollars. 
year  will  not  exceed  that  sum  more  By  an  act  of  congress,  of  the 
than  two  millions.  By  tliose  ex-  third  of  March  last,  a  loan  of  twehre 
penditures,  nearly  eight  millions  of  millions  of  dollars  was  authorized 
the  principal  of  the  public  debt  at  fbdf  ted  a  half  percent,  or  an  ex- 
have  been  discharged.  More  than  change  of  stock  to  tliat  amount 
a  million  and  a  lialf  has  b(.H}n  dc-  of  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  for  a 
voted  to  the  debt  of  gratitude  to  stock  of  six  |>cr  cent,  to  create  a 
the  warriors  of  the  revolution :  a  fund  for  extinguishing  an  equal 
nearly  equal  sum  to  the  construe-  amount  of  the  public  debt,  hearing 
tion  of  fortifications,  and  the  acqui-  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  redeem- 
sition  of  ordnance,  and  other  per-  able  in  1826.  An  account  of  the 
manent  preparatives  of  national  de-  measures  taken  to  give  effect  to 
fence  :  half  a  million  to  the  gradual  this  act  will  he  laid  before  you  hr 
increase  of  the  navy  :  an  equal  sum  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  As 
for  purchases  of  territory  from  the  tlic  object,  which  it  had  in  view, 
Indians,  and  payment  of  annuities  has  been  but  partially  accomplish- 
to  them  :  and  upwards  of  a  million  ed,  it  will  be  for  tlie  consideratioD 
for  objects  of  internal  improvement,  of  congress,  whetlier  the  power 
authorized  by  special  acts  of  the  with  which  it  clothed  the  executite 
last  congress.  If  we  add  to  these,  should  not  be  renewed  at  an  early 
four  millions  of  dollars  for  payment  day  of  the  present  session,  and  un- 
of  interest  upon  the  public  debt,  der  what  modifications, 
there  remains  a  sum  of  about  seven  The  act  of  congress,  of  the  third 
raiUions  which  have  defrayed  tlie  of  March  last,  directing  the  secre- 
whole  expense  of  the  administra-  tary  of  the  treasury  to  subscribe,  in 
tion  of  government,  in  its  legisla-  the  name  and  for  the  use  ot  the 
tive,  executive  and  judiciary  de-  United  States,  for  one  thousand 
partments,  including  the  support  of  five  hundred  shares  of  the  capital 
the  military  and  naval  establish-  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Dela- 
ments,  and  all  the  occasional  con-  ware  canal  company,  has  been  ex- 
tingencies  of  a  government  co-ex-  ecuted  by  the  actual  subscriptioo 
tensive  with  the  union.  for  tlie  amount  specified  ;  and  sueh 
The  amount  of  duties  secured  other  measures  have  been  adopted 
on  merchandise  imported,  from  the  by  that  officer,  under  the  act,  as  the 
conunencement  of  the  year,  is  a-  fulfilment  of  its  intentions  requires* 
bout  twenty-five  milUons  and  a  The  latest  accounts  received  of  this 
half;  and  that  which  will  accrue,  important  undertaking,authorize the 
during  the  current  quarter,  is  es-  beliefthatitisinsucc^sfulprogresi' 
timated  at  five  millions  and  a  half:  The  pa3rments  into  the  treiaoy 
from  these,  thirty-one  millions,  de-  from  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
ducting  the  drawbacks,  estimated  {Hibtic  lands,  during  the  preeeflt 
at  less  than  seven  millions,  a  sum  year,  were  estimated  at  one  milto 
exceeding  twenty-four  millions  will  of  dollars.  The  actual  receipta,of 
constitute  the  revenue  of  the  year ;  the  first  two  quarters,  have  fiJkfl 
and  will  exceed  the  whole  expendi-  very  little  short  of  that  sum :  it  ^ 
tures  of  the  year.  The  entire  amount  not  expected  that  the  second  hv 
of  pubticdebt,  remainingduconthe  of  the  year  will  be  equally  prodoc- 
first  of  January  next,  will  be  short,  tive :  but  the  income  of  the  year. 
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lat  source,  may  now  be  safely 
ted  at  a  million  and  a  half. 
5t  of  congress,  of  the  1 8th  of 
1824,  to  provide  for  the  ex- 
hment  of  the  debt  due  to  the 
States  by  the  purchasers  of 
lands,  was  limited,  in  its 
ion  of  relief  to  the  purcha- 
}  the  tenth  of  April  last.  Its 
at  the  end  of  the  quarter, 
which  it  expired,  was  to  re- 
hat  debt  from  ten  to  seven 
uB.  By  the  operation  of  simi- 
;or  laws  of  relief,  from  and 
that  of  the  2d  of  March, 
the  debt  had  been  reduced 
ipwards  of  twenty-two  mil- 
to  ten.  It  is  exceedingly 
»le  that  it  should  be  extin- 
i  altogether,  and,  to  facili- 
at  consummation,  I  recom- 
to  congress  the  revival,  for 
ar  more  of  the  art  of  18th 
r,  1824,  with  such  provision- 
lification  as  may  be  necessa- 
guard  the  public  interests 
t  fraudulent  practices  in  the 
of  the  relinquished  land, 
irchasers  of  public  lands  are 
'  the  most  useful  of  our  fel- 
izens,  and,  since  the  system 
es  for  cash  alone  has  been 
iced,  great  indulgence  has 
ustly  extended  to  those  who 
previously  purchased  upon 
The  debt  which  had  been 
cted,  under  the  credit  sales, 
icome  unwieldly,  and  its  ex- 
n  was  alike  advantageous  to 
rchaser  and  the  public.  Un- 
3  system  of  sales,  matured, 
as  been,  by  experience,  and 
id  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
the  lands  will  continue,  as 
lave  become,  an  abundant 
t  of  revenue  ;  and  when  the 
t  of  tliem,  to  the  ])ublic  cred- 
hall  have  been  redeemed  by 
tire  discharge  of  the  national 


debt,  the  swelling  tide  of  wealth, 
with  which  they  replenish  the  com- 
mon treasury,  may  be  made  to  rc- 
flow  in  unfailing  streams  of  im- 
provement from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Pacific  ocean. 

The  condition  of  the  various 
branches  of  the  public  service,  re- 
suhing  from  the  department  of 
war  and  their  administration,  dur- 
ing the  current  year,  will  be  ex- 
hibited in  the  report  from  the  sec- 
retary of  war,  and  the  accompany- 
ing documents  herewith  communi- 
cated. The  organization  and  dis- 
cipline of  the  army  are  effective 
and  satisfactory.  To  counteract 
the  prevalence  of  desertion  among 
the  troops,  it  has  been  suggested 
to  withhold  from  the  men  a  small 
portion  of  their  monthly  pay,  until 
the  period  of  their  discharge  ;  and 
some  expedient  appears  to  be  ne- 
cessary to  preserve  and  maintain 
among  the  officers,  so  much  of  the 
art  of  horsemanship  as  could  scarce- 
ly fail  to  be  found  wanting,  on  the 
possible  sudden  eruption  of  a  war, 
which  should  overtake  us  unpro- 
vided with  a  single  corps  of  caval- 
ry. The  military  academy  at  West 
Point,  under  the  restrictions  of  a 
severe  but  paternal  superintend- 
ence, recommends  itself  more  and 
more  to  the  patronage  of  the  na- 
tion ;  and  the  number  of  meritori- 
ous officers,  which  it  forms  and  in- 
troduces to  the  public  service,  fur- 
nishes the  means  of  multiplying  the 
undertakings  of  public  improve- 
ments, to  which  their  acquirements 
at  that  institution  are  peculiarly 
adapted.  The  school  of  artillery 
[tractice,  establishe<l  at  Fortress 
Monroe,  is  w^ell  suited  to  tlie  same 
purpose,  and  may  need  tlic  aid  ot* 
further  legislative  provbions  to  the 
same  end.  The  report  from  the 
various  officers  at  the  head  of  the 
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administrative  branches  of  tlie  mili-  On  the  1 2th  of  February  last,  a 
tary  service,  connected  with  tlie  treaty  was  signed  at  the  Ind^ 
quartering,  clothing,  subsLstencc,  S|)rings,  between  commissioners 
health  and  pay  of  the  army,  cxhi-  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
bit  the  assiduous  vigilance  of  tha«(e  ted  States,  and  certain  chiefs  and 
officers  in  the  |>erforniancc  of  their  individuals  of  the  Creek  nation  of 
respective  duties,  and  the  faithful  Indians,  which  was  received  at  the 
accountability  which  has  pervaded  scat  of  government  only  a  few  days 
every  part  of  the  system.  before  the  close  of  the  last  session 
Our  relations  with  the  numerous  of  congress,  and  of  the  late  admi- 
tribes  of  aboriginal  natives  of  this  nistration.  The  advice  and  consent 
country,  scattered  over  its  exten-  of  the  senate  was  given  to  it  on  the 
sive  surface,  and  so  dependant,  3d  of  March,  too  late  for  it  to  re- 
even  for  their  existence,  upon  our  ceive  the  ratification  of  the  then 
power,  have  been,  during  the  pre-  president  of  the  United  States,  it 
sent  year,  highly  interesting.  An  was  ratified  on  the  Ttli  of  March, 
act  of  congress,  of  25tli  May,  1824,  under  the  unsuspecting  impression 
made  an  appropriation  to  defray  that  it  had  been  negotiated  in  good 
the  expenses  of  making  treaties  of  faith,  and  in  the  confidence  inspir- 
trade  and  friendship  with  the  In-  ed  by  the  recommendation  of  the 
dian  tribes  beyond  the  Mississippi,  senate.  The  subsequent  transac- 
An  act  of  third  March,  1 B25,  au-  tions  in  relation  to  this  treaty,  will 
thorized  treaties  to  he  made  with  form  the  subject  of  a  separate  mes- 
the  Indians  for  their  consent  to  the  sage. 

making  of  a  road  from  the  frontier  The  appropriations  made  by  con* 
of  Missouri  to  that  of  New  Mexico,  gress,  for  public  works,  as  well  in 
And,  another  act  of  the  same  date,  the  construction  of  fortifications  as 
provided  for  defraying  the  expen-  for  purposes  of  internal  improve- 
ses  of  holding  treaties  with  the  ment,  so  far  a<«  they  have  been  ex- 
Sioux,  Chippewas,  Menomenees,  pended,  have  been  faithfully  ap- 
Sauks,  Foxes,  6lc.  for  the  purpose  plied.  I'heir  progress  has  been 
of  establishing  boundaries  and  pro-  delayed  by  the  want  of  suitable  of- 
moting  peace  between  said  tribes,  ficers  for  superintending  them.  An 
— ^The  first  and  the  last  objects  of  increase  of  both  the  corps  of  engi- 
these  acts  have  been  accomplished ;  neers,  military  and  topographical, 
and  the  second  is  yet  in  a  process  was  recommended  by  my  prede* 
of  execution.  The  treaties  which,  cessor  at  the  last  session  of  con- 
since  the  last  session  of  congress,  gress.  The  reasons  upon  which 
have  been  concluded  with  the  se-  that  recommendation  was  founded, 
vend  tribes,  will  be  laid  before  the  subsist  in  all  their  force,  and  have 
senate  for  their  consideration,  con-  acquired  additional  urgency  since 
formably  to  the  constitution.  They  that  time.  It  may  also  be  expedi- 
comprise  large  and  valuable  acqui-  ent  to  organize  the  topographical 
sitions  of  territory  ;  an<i  they  se-  engineers  into  a  corps  similar  to 
cure  an  adjustment  of  boundaries,  the  present  establishment  of  the 
and  give  pledges  of  permanent  corps  of  engineers.  The  military 
peace  between  several  tribes  which  academy  at  West  Point,  will  fur- 
had  been  long  waging  bloody  wars  nish,  from  the  cadets  annually 
against  each  other.  irraduated  there,  officers  weU  qua- 
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lified  for  carrying  this  measure  into  of  the  works.     Under  the  act  con- 

eflfect.  firming  the  statutes  of  Virginia  and 

The  board  of  engineers,  for  in-  Maryland,  incorporating  tl^Chesa- 
lemal  improvement,  appointed  for  peake  and  Oliio  canal  company, 
carrying  into  execution  the  act  of  three  commissioners  on  the  part  of 
congress  of  the  30th  of  April,  the  United  States,  have  been  ap- 
1824,  ^^  to  procure  tlie  necessary  pointed  for  opening  books  and  re* 
surveys,  plans  and  estimates,  on  ceiving  subscriptions,  in  concert 
the  subject  of  roads  and  canals,"  with  a  like  number  of  commission- 
Lave  been  actively  engaged  in  that  ers  appointed  on  the  part  of  each 
service  from  tlie  close  of  the  last  of  those  states.  A  meeting  of  the 
session  of  congress.  They  have  coimnissioners  has  been  postponed 
completed  the  surveys,  necessary  to  await  the  dcfmitive  report  of  tlic 
for  ascertaining  the  practicability  board  of  engineers.  The  light- 
of  a  canal  from  tlic  Chesapeake  houses  and  monuments  for  the 
bay  to  the  Ohio  river,  and  are  pre-  safety  of  our  commerce  and  ma- 
paring  a  full  report  on  that  subject ;  riners,  the  works  for  the  security  of 
wliich,  when  completed,  will  be  Plymouth  Beach,  and  for  tlie  pre- 
laid  before  you.  The  same  ob-  servation  of  the  Islands  in  Boston 
servation  is  to  bo  made  with  re-  harbor,  have  received  tlie  attention 
gard  to  the  two  other  objects  of  required  by  the  laws  relating  to 
national  importance,  upon  which  those  objects  respectively.  The 
the  board  have  been  occupied ;  continuation  of  tlie  Cumberland 
namely,  tlic  accomplishment  of  a  road,  the  most  important  of  tliem 
national  road  from  tliis  city  to  all,  after  surmounting  no  inconsi- 
Kevr  Orleans,  and  the  practicabili-  dcrable  difficulty  in  fixing  upon  the 
ly  of  uniting  tlie  waters  of  lake  direction  of  the  road,  has  com- 
Memphramagog  with  Connecticut  menced  under  the  most  promisinif 
river,  and  the  improvement  of  the  auspices,  witli  the  improvements  of 
navigation  of  that  river.  The  sur-  recent  invention  in  the  mode  of 
vcys  have  been  made,  and  arc  construction,  and  witli  tlie  advan- 
nearly  completed.  The  report  tage  of  a  great  reduction  in  the 
may  be  expected  at  an  early  peri-  comparative  cost  of  the  work, 
od  during  the  present  session  of  The  operation  of  the  laws  re- 
congress,  lating  to  tlie  revolutionary  pension- 

The  acts  of  congress  of  the  last  ers  may  deserve  tlic  renewed  con- 
session,  relative  to  the  surveying,  sideration  jof  congress  :  The  act  of 
marking,  or  laying  out  roads  in  tlic  18th  March,  1818,  while  it  made 
territories  of  Florida,  Arkansas  and  provision  for  many  meritorious  and 
Michigan,  from  Missouri  to  Mexi-  indigent  citizens,  who  had  served 
CO,  and  for  the  continuation  of  the  in  tlie  war  of  independence,  open- 
Cumberland  road,  are,  some  of  ed  a  door  to  numerous  abuses  and 
them,  fully  executed,  and  others  in  impositions.  To  remedy  this,  tlie 
the  process  of  execution.  Those  act  of  1st  May,  1820,  exacted 
lor  completing  or  commencing  for-  proofs  of  absolute  indigence,  whicli 
tifications,  have  been  delayed  only  many,  really  in  want,  were  unable, 
flo  far  as  the  corps  of  engineers  has  and  all,  susceptible  of  that  delicacy 
been  inadequate  to  furnish  officers  which  is  allied  to  many  virtues, 
for  the  noccssarv  superintendence  must  be  dceplv  reluctant  to  givr. 
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The  result  has  been,  that  some  whose  youthful  blood  and  trearae 
among  the  least  deserving  have  had  freely  flowed  in  the  cauaeof 
been  retained,  and  some,  in  whom  our  country's  independence,  anl 
the  requisites  both  of  worth  and  whose  whole  life  had  been  a  aeries 
want  were  combined,  have  been  of  services  and  sacrifices  to  the  nil- 
stricken  from  the  list.  As  the  provementof  hisfeUow-men.  The 
numbers  of  these  venerable  relics,  visit  of  general  Lafiiyette,  alike  ho- 
of an  age  gone  by,  diminish ;  as  the  Jiorable  to  himself  and  to  our  conn- 
decays  of  body,  mind,  and  estate,  try,  closed,  as  it  had  commenced, 
of  those  that  survive,  must,  in  the  with  the  most  affecting  testimonies 
common  course  of  nature,  increase,  of  devoted  attachment  on  his  part, 
should  not  a  more  liberal  portion  of  and  of  unbounded  gratitude  of  thii 
indulgence  be  dealt  out  to  them  ?  people  to  him  in  return.  It  will 
May  not  the  want,  in  most  in-  form,  hereafter,  a  pleasing  incident 
stances,  be  inferred  from  the  de-  in  the  annals  of  our  union,  giving 
mand,  when  the  service  can  be  duly  to  real  history  the  intense  inteiot 
proved ;  and  may  not  the  last  days  of  romance,  and  signally  marking 
of  human  infirmity  be  spared  the  the  unpurchasable  tribute  of  a  great 
mortification  of  purchasing  a  pit-  nation's  social  affections  to  the  dis- 
tance of  relief  only  by  the  expo-  interested  champion  of  the  liberties 
sure  of  its  own'necessities  ?  I  sub-  of  human  kind, 
mit  to  congress  the  expediency  The  constant  maintenance  of  a 
cither  of  providing  for  individual  small  squadron  in  the  Meditem- 
cases  of  this  description,  by  special  nean  is  a  necessary  substitute  lor 
enactment,  or  of  revising  the  act  of  the  humiliating  alternative  ct  pay- 
1st  May,  1820,  with  a  view  to  miti-  ing  tribute  for  the  security  of  our 
gate  the  rigor  of  its  exclusions,  in  commerce  in  that  sea,  and  for  a 
favor  of  persons  to  whom  charity  precarious  peace,  at  the  mercy  of 
now  bestowed,  can  scarcely  dis-  every  caprice  of  four  Baibary 
charge  the  debt  of  justice.  states,  by  whom  it  was  liable  to  be 
The  portion  of  the  naval  force  violated.  An  additional  motWe 
of  the  union  in  actual  service,  has  for  keeping  a  respectable  force 
been  chiefly  employed  on  three  sta-  stationed  there  at  this  time,  ii 
tions  ;  the  Mediterranean,  the  found  in  the  maritime  war  raging 
coasts  of  South  America  bordering  between  the  Greeks  and  the  Turks ; 
on  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  the  West  and  in  which  the  neutral  navigaticMi 
Indies.  An  occasional  cruiser  has  of  this  union  is  always  in  dai^er  of 
been  sent  to  range  along  the  Afri-  outrage  and  depredation.  A-  few 
can  shores  most  polluted  by  the  instances  have  occurred  of  aoeh 
traffic  of  slaves ;  one  armed  vessel  depredations  upon  our  merehut 
has  been  stationed  on  the  coast  of  vessels,  by  privateers  or  piraleii 
our  eastern  boundary,  to  cruise  wearing  the  (Grecian  flag,  but  wMh 
along  the  fishing  grounds  in  Hud-  out  real  authority  firom  the  Greek 
son's  bay,  and  on  the  coast  of  La-  or  any  other  government.  Tl» 
brador ;  and  the  first  service  of  a  heroic  strugi^  of  the  Greehi 
new  frigate  has  been  performed  in  themselves,  in  which  our 
restoring  to  his  native  soil,  and  do-  sympathies  as  freemen  and 
mestic  enjoyments,  the  veteran  hero  tians  have  been  engaged,  h«ve 
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tinued  to  be  maintained  with  vicis- 
situdes of  success  adverse  and  fa- 
vorable. 

Similar  motives  have  rendered 
expedient  the  keeping  of  a  like 
force  on  the  coasts  of  Peru  and 
Chili  on  the  Pacific.     The  irregu- 
lar and  convulsive  character  of  the 
war  upon  the  shores  h*as  been  ex-* 
tended  to  the  conflicts  upon  the 
ocean.      An   active  war&re   has 
been  kept  up  for  years,  with  alter- 
nate success,  though  generally  to 
the  advantage  of  the  American  pa- 
triots.    But  their  naval  forces  have 
not  always  been  under  the  control 
of  their  own  governments.    Block- 
ades, unjustifiable   upon  any  ac- 
Jcnowledged  principles  of  interna- 
tional law,  have  been  proclaimed 
by   officers    in    command  ;    and, 
though  disai'owed  by  the  supreme 
Jttithorities,  the  protection  of  our 
own  commerce  against  them  has 
bean  made  cause  of  complaint, 
and  of  erroneous  imputations  upon 
«oine  of  the  most  gallant  officers  of 
our   navy.      Complaints,    equally 
groundless,  have  been  made  by  the 
^sommanders  of  the  Spanish  royal 
iorcea  in  those  seas ;  but  the  most 
eflfeotive  protection  to  our  com- 
jnerce  has  been  the  flag  and  the 
Armneas  of  our  own  cbnunanding 
officers.     The    cessation  of  the 
'war,  by  the  complete  triumph  of 
the  patriot  cause,  has  removed,  it 
is  hoped,  all  cause  of  dissension 
with  one  party,  and  all  vestige  of 
Ibree  of  the  other.    But  an  unset- 
tled coast  of  many  degrees  of  lati- 
tnde,  forming  a  part  of  our  own 
territory,  and  a  flourishing  com- 
and  fishery,  extending  to  the 
of  the  Pacific  and  to  Chi- 
still  require  that  the  protecting 
power  of  the  union  should  be  dis- 
played under  its  flag,  as  well  upon 
ihe  ocean  as  upon  the  land. 


The  objects  of  the  West  India 
squadron,  have  been  to  carry  into 
execution  the  laws  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  African  slave  trade  ; 
for  the  protection  of  our  commerce 
against  vessels  of  piratical  charac- 
ter, though  bearing  commiasions 
fi'om  either  of  the  belligerent  par- 
ties :  for  its  protection  against  open 
and  unequivocal  pirates.  These 
objects,  during  tlie  present  year^ 
have  been  accomplished  more  ef^ 
fectually  than  at  any  former  period. 
The  African  slave  trade  has  long 
been  excluded  from  the  use  of  our 
flag,  and  if  some  few  citizens  oi* 
our  country  have  continued  to  set 
the  laws  of  the  union,  as  well  as 
those  of  nature  and  himnaiiity  at 
defiance,  by  persevering  in  thai 
abominable  traffic,  it  has  been  only 
by  sheltering  themselves  under  tlie 
banners  of  other  nations,  less  earn- 
est for  the  total  extinction  of  the 
trade  than  ours.  The  irregular 
privateers  have,  within  the  last 
year,  been,  in  a  great  measure, 
banished  firom  those  seas,  and  the 
pirates,  for  months  past,  appear  to 
have  been  almost  entirely  swept 
away  from  the  borders  and  tlie 
shores  of  the  two  Spanish  islands 
in  those  regions.  The  active,  per- 
severing, and  unremitted  energy  of 
captain  Warrington,  and  of  the  offi- 
cers and  men  under  his  conunand, 
on  that  tr3ring  and  perilous  service, 
have  been  crowned  with  signal  suc- 
cess, and  are  entitled  to  the  appro- 
bation of  their  country.  But  ex- 
perience has  shown,  that  not  even 
a  temporary  suspension  or  relaxa- 
tion from  asaduity  can  be  indulged 
on  that  station,  without  re-produ- 
cing piracy  and  murder  in  dl  their 
horrors ;  nor  is  it  probable,  that  for 
years  to  come,  our  immensely  va- 
luable commerce  in  those  seas  can 
navigate  in  security,  without  the 
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steady  continuance  of  an  armed  lations  by  which  it  is  governed^  nr- 
force  devoted  to  its  protection.  gently  call  for  revision,  and   thd 
It  were,  indeed,  a  vain  and  dan-  want  of  a  naval  school  of  instmc- 
gerous  illusion  to  believe,  that  in  tion,  corresponding  with  the  mili- 
ihe  present  or  probable  condition  tary  academy  at  West  Point,  for  the 
of  human  society,  a  commerce  so  formation  of  scientific  and  acconi- 
extensive  and  so  rich  as  ours,  could  plished  officers,  is  felt  with  daily 
exist  and  be  pursued  in  safety,  with-  increasing  aggravation, 
out  the  continual  support  of  a  mili-        The    act  of  congress  of  26th 
tary  marine;    the    only    arm    by  May,  1824, authorising  an  exami- 
whicli  the  power  of  this  confede-  nation  and  survey  of  the  harbor  of 
racy  can  be  estimated  or  felt  by  fo-  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  of 
reign  nations,  and  the  only  stand-  St.  Mary^s,  in  Georgia,  and  of  ths 
ing  military  force  which  can  never  coast  of  Florida,  and  for  other  pat- 
he  dangerous  to  our  own  liberties  poses,  has  been  executed  so  fiur  as 
at    home.      A   permanent    naval  the    appropriation    would    admit 
peace     establishment,     therefore,  Those  of  the  3d  of  March  last, 
adapted  to  our  present  condition,  authorizing  the  establishment  of  • 
and    adaptable    to   that    gigantic  navy  yard  and  depot  on  the  coast  of 
growth  with  which  the  nation  is  Florida,  in  the  gulf  of  Mexieo, 
advancing  in  its  career,  is  among  and  authorising  the  building  often 
the  subjects  which  have    already  sloops  of  war,  and  for  other  pur- 
occupied  tlie  foresight  of  the  last  poses,  are  in  the  course  of  execu- 
congress,  and  which  will  deserve  tion  ;  for  the  particulars  of  which, 
your   serious  deliberations.     Our  and  other  objects  connected  with 
navy  commenced  at  an  early  period  this  department,  I  refer  to  the  le* 
of  our  present  pohtical  organiza-  port  of  the  secretary  of  the  bmwj^ 
tion,  upon  a  scale  commensurate  herewith  communicated, 
with  the  incipient  energies,    the        A  report  from  the  poslniuter 
scanty  resources,  and  the  compa-  general  is^also  submitted,  exUbi^ 
rative  indigence  of  our  infancy,  ing  the  present  flourishing  eondi- 
was  even  then  found  adequate  to  tion  of  that  department.     For  the 
cope  with  all  the  powers  of  Barba-  first  time,  for  many  years,  the  le* 
ry,  save  the  first,  and  with  one  of  ceipts  for  the  year  ending  on  thft 
Uie  principal  maritime  powers  of  1st  of  July  last,  exceeded  the  ex- 
Europe.     At  a  peilod  of  fiuther  penditures  during  the  same  period, 
advancement,  but  with  little  acces-  to  the  amount  of  more  than  fer^ 
sion  of  strength,  it  not  only  sus-  five  thousand  dollars.    Other  fac^ 
tained   with  honor  the  most   un-  equally  creditable  to  the  admiB» 
equal  of  conflicts,  but  covered  it-  tration  of  the  department  are,  tfaif 
self  and  our  country  with  unfading  in  two  years  from  the  first  of  Jiilj.| 
glory.      But  it  is  only  since  the  1823,  an    improvement  of  moii 
close  of  the  late  war,  tliat  by  the  than  one  hundred  and  ei^itj-ftfa 
number  and  force  of  the  ships  of  thousand  dollars  in  its  pecmduy 
which  it  is  composed,  it  could  de-  aflairs  has  been  realised ;  that  ii 
serve  the  name  of  a  navy.    Yet  it  the  same  interval  the  increaae  ef 
retains  nearly  the  same  organiza-  the  transportation  of  the  mail  Im 
tion  as  when  it  consisted  only  of  exceeded  one  million  fire  himdied 
iive  frigates.    The  rules  and  regu-  thousand  miles,  annually ;  end  that 
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one  thousand  and  forty  new  post  moral,  political,   intefiectual    iin« 

offices  ha?e  been  established.    It  provement,  are  duties  assigned  by 

hence  appears,  that  under  judicious  the  author  of  our  existence,  to  so* 

management,  the  income  from  this  cial,  no  leas  than  to  indiTidual  man. 

estab^Bhment  may  be  relied  on  as  For  the  fulfilment  d  those  duties, 

fully  adequate  to    defray  its  eX"  governments    are    invested    with 

penses ;  and  that,  by  the  discon-  power,  and  to  the  attainment  of  the 

tinuance  of  post-roads,  altogether  end,  the  progressive  improvement 

unproductive,  others  of  more  use-  of  the  condition  of  the  governed, 

ful  character  may  be  opened,  till  the  exercise  of  delegated  power  is 

the  circulation  of  the  mail   shall  a  duty  as  sacred  and  indi^nsabla 

keep  pace  with  the  spread  of  our  as  the  usurpation  of  power  not 

population ;   and  the  comforts  of  granted  is   criminal  and    odious, 

friendly  correspondence,  the   ex-  Among  the  first,  perhaps  the  very 

changes  of  internal  traffic,  and  the  first  instrument  for  the  improve- 

fights  of  the  periodical  press,  shall  ment  of  the  condition  of  men,  is 

be  distributed  to  the  remotest  cor-  knowledge ;  and  to  the  acquisition 

ners  of  the  union,    at  a  charge  of  much  of  the  knowledge  adapted 

scarcely  perceptible  to  any  indi-  to  the  wants,  the  comforts  and  en* 

vidual,  and  without  the  cost  of  a  jojrments  of  human  Ufe,  public  in«> 

dollar  to  the  public  treasury.  stitutions  and  seminaries  of  learn* 

Upcm  this  first  occasion  of  ad-  ing  are  essential.     So  convinced 

drening  the   legislature    of    the  of  this  was  the  first  of  my  prede- 

miion,  with  which  I  have  been  ho-  cessors  in  this  office,  now  first  in 

norad  in  presenting  to  their  view  the  memory,  as,  living,  he  was  first 

the  execution,  so  far  as  it  has  been  in  the  hearts  of  our  country,  that 

eflfected,  of  the  measures  sanction-  once  and  again  in  his  addresses  to 

ed  by  them,  for  promoting  the  in-  the  congresses,  with  whom  he  co- 

temalimprovement  of  our  country,  operated  in  the  public  service,  he 

I  eaaoet  cloee  the  communication  earnestly  recommended  the  esta* 

without   recommending    to    their  blishment  of  seminaries  of  leam- 

ealni  and  persevering  consideration  ing,  to  prepare  for  all  the  emergen- 

the  general  principle  in  a  more  en*  cies  of  peace  and  war — a  national 

larged  extent.     The  great  object  university,  and  a  military  academy. 

of  the  institution  of  civil  govern-  With  respect  to  the  latter,  had  he 

ment  is,  the  improvement  of  the  lived  to  the  present  day,  in  turning 

eondition  of  those  who  are  parties  his  eyes  to  the  institution  at  West 

to  the  social  compact ;  and  no  go-  Point,  he  would  have  enjoyed  the 

vemment,  in  whatever  form  consd-  gratification  of  his  most   earnest 

tmad)  can  accomplish  the  lawful  wishes.     But,  in  surveying  the  city 

ends  of  its  institution,  but  in  pro-  which  has  been  honored  with  his 

portkMi  as  it  improves  the  condition  name,  he  would  have  seen  the  spot 

of  timse  over  whom  it  is  establish-  of  earth  which  he  had  destined  and 

ed.     Roads  and  canals,  by  muhi-  bequeathed  to  the  use  and  benefit 

plying  and  fiu^iHtating  the  commu-  of  his  country,  as  the  site  for  an 

nieations  and  intercourse  between  university,  stiU  bare  and  barren. 

diatmnt  regions,  and  multitudes  of  In  assuming  her  station  among 

men,  are  among  the  most  import-  the  cirilised  nations  of  the  earth, 

ant  means  of  improvement.    But  it  would  seem  that  our  country  had 
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contracted  the  engagement  to  con-  ne&ctors  of  mankind,  of  wUch 

tribute  her  share  of  mind,  of  labor,  their  services  in  the  cause  of  tin 

and  of  expense,  to  the  improvement  species  were  the  purchase,  hot 

of  those  parts  of  knowledge  which  shall  the  cost  of  those  heroie  » 

lie  beyond  the  reach  of  individual  terprises  be  estimated  ?   And  vkl 

acquisition  ;    and  particularly    to  compensation  can  be  made  to  tei, 

geographical  and  astronomical  sci-  or  to    their  countries  for  then? 

ence.     Looking"  back  to  the  history  Is  it  not  by  bearing  them  in 

only  of  the  half  century  since  the  tionate  remembrance  ?     Is  it 

declaration  of  our  independence,  still  more,  by  imitating  their 

and  observing  the  generous  emula-  pie  ?  by  enabling  countrymeB  tf 

tion  with  which  the  governments  our  own  to  pursue  the  same  ei* 

of  France,  Great  Britain,  and  Rus-  reer,  and  to  hazard  their  hfei  m 

sia,  have  devoted  tlie  genius,  the  in-  the  same  cause  ? 
telhgence,  the  treasures  of  their  re-        In  inviting  the  attention  of  CM- 

specitivc  nations,  to  the  conunon  gress  to  the  subject  of  inteml  is* 

improvement  of  the  species  in  these  provements,  upon  a  view  tim  o- 

branches  of  science,  is  it  not  in-  larged,  it  is  not  my  design  toi^ 

cumbent  upon  us  to  inquire,  whe-  commend  the  equipment  of  in  a* 

ther  we  are  not  bound  by  obliga-  pedition  for  circumnavigating  tk 

tions  of  a  high  and  honorable  cha-  globe  for  purposes  of  scientiiei^ 

ractcr,  to  contribute  our  portion  of  search  and  inquiry.     We  faaveo^ 

energy  and  exertion,  to  the  com-  jects  of  usefiil  investigation  neav 

mon  stock  ?     The  voyages  of  dis-  home,  and  to  which  our  cares  Mf 

covery,  prosecuted  in  the  course  of  be  more  beneficially  applied.    Hk 

that  time,  at  tlie  expense  of  those  interior  of  our  own  terrilonei  kl 

nations,  have  not  only  redounded  to  yet  been  very  imperfectly  eiplorsi 

their  glory,  but  to  the  improvement  Our  coasts,  along  many  degraeiof 

of  human  knowledge.      We  have  latitude  upon  the  shorn  of  the  Plr 

been  partakers  of  that   improve-  cific  ocean,  though  much  finqiHBt- 

ment,  and  owe  for  it  a  sacred  debt,  ed  by  our  spirited  commercial  Wh 

not  only  of  gratitude,  but  of  equal  vigators,  have  been  baielj  nM 

or   proportional   exertion    in   the  by  our  public  ships.     The&iftfrf 

same  common  cause.    Of  the  cost  the  West,  first  fully  diacovendtt' 

of  these  undertakings,  if  the  mere  navigated  by  a  countrymen  of  fV 

expenditures  of  outfit,  equipment,  own,  still  bears  the  name  of  tk 

and  completion  of  the  expeditions,  ship  in  which  he  ascended  ill  !•" 

were  to  be  considered  the  only  ters,  and  claims  the  proteelioa  tf 

charges,  it  would  be  unworthy  of  a  our    armed   national    flag   at  k 

great  and  generous  nation  to  take  mouth.     With  the  establiaiiBMiUf 

a  second  thought.     One  hundred  a  military  post  there,  or  ai  W0B 

expeditions  of   circumnavigation,  other  point  of  that  coast,  fmb* 

like  tliose  of  Cook  and  I  a  Pe-  mended  by  my  predecessor,  and  it 

rouse,  would  not  burden  the  ex-  ready  matured,  in  the  deliberalMV 

chequer  of  the  nation  fitting  them  of  the  last  congress,  I  would  mf 

out,  so  much   as  the  ways  and  gest  the  expediency  of 

means  of  defiraying  a  single  cam-  the  equipment  of  a  poUic 

paign  in  war.     But  if  we  take  into  the  exploration  of  the  whole 

the  account  the  lives  of  those  be-  west  coast  of  this  contiMnt. 
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Mtabliahment  of  an  uniform  small  territorial  snrftce  of  Europe, 

1  of  weights  and  measures  there  are  existing  upwards  of  one 

I  of. the  specific  objects  con-  hundred  and  thirty  of  these  ligfatp 

ed  in  the  formation  of  our  houses  of  the  skies ;  while  throi^fh. 

ition,  and  to  fix  that  stand-  out  the   whole  American  heims- 

B  one  of  the  powers  dele-  phere  there  is  not  one.     If  we  re- 

f  express  terms,  in  that  in-  fleet  a  moment  upon  the  discoTe- 

it  to  congress.     The  go-  ries,  which,  in  the  last  four  centu- 

nts   of  Great    Britain  and  ries,  have  been  made  in  the  physi* 

have  scarcely  ceased  to  be  cal  constitution  of  the  universe,  by 

d  with  inquiries  and  specu-  the  means  of  these  buildings,  and 

on  the  same  subject,  since  of  observers  stationed   in   them, 

itence  of  our  constitution  ;  shall  we  doubt  of  their  usefidness 

h  them  it  has  expanded  in-  to    every    nation  ?      And    while 

fund,  laborious,  and  expen-  scarcely  a  year  passes   over  our 

Marches  into  the  figure  of  heads  without  bringing  some  new 

rth,  and   the    comparative  astronomical   discovery   to    light, 

of  the  pendulum  vibrating  which  we  must  fain  receive  at  se- 

I  in  various  latitudes  from  cond-hand  from  Europe,  are  we 
ntor  to  the  pole.  These  not  cutting  ourselves  off  from  the 
HOB  have  resulted  in  the  means  of  returning  Ught  for  light, 
ition  and  publication  of  se-  while  we  have  neither  observatory 
porks  highly  interesting  to  nor  observer  upon  our  half  of  the 
■e  of  science.     The  expe-  globe,  and  the   earth  revolves  in 

■re  yet  in  the  process  of  perpetual  darkness  to  our  unsearch- 

ADce.     Some  of  them  have  ing  eyes  ? 

f  been  made  on  our  own  When,  on  the  35th  of  October, 

within  the  walls  of  one  of  1791,  the  first  president  of  the 

n  colleges,  and  partly  by  United  States  announced  to  con- 

mr  own  fellow-citizens.     It  gress  the  first  result  of  the  first  enu- 

be  honorable  to  our  coun-  meration  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 

M  sequel  of  tlie  same  expe-  union,  he  informed  them  that  tho 

^riioidd  be  countenanced  by  returns  gave  the  pleasing  assurance 

ronage  of  our  govenmient,  that  the  population  of  the  United 

have  hitherto  been  by  those  States  bordered  on  four  milUons  of 

lee  and  Britain.  persons.     At  the  distance  of  30 

lected  with    the  establish-  years,  fi'om  that  time,  the  last  enu- 

f  an  university,  or  separate  meration,    five  years  since   com- 

,  might  be  undertaken  the  pleted,  presented  a  population  bor- 

II  of  an  astronomical  obser  va-  der  ing  upon  ten  millions.  Perhaps, 
Ub  provision  for  tlie  support  of  all  the  evidences  of  a  prosperous 
litronomer,  to  be  in  con-  and  happy  condition  of  human  so- 
itlandance  of  observation  ciety,  the  rapidity  of  the  increase 
be  phenomena  of  the  hea-  of  population  is  most  unequivocal, 
ind  for  the  periodical  publi-  But  tlie  demonstration  of  our  pros- 
of  his  observations.  It  is  perity  rests  not  alone  upon  this  in- 
ifeelingofpride,  asanAme-  dication.  Our  commerce,  our 
that  the  remark  may  be  wealth,  and  the  extent  of  our  ter- 
Ihat  on  the  comparatively  ritories,  have  increased  in  corre- 
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sponcling    proportions  ;    and    tlic  present  maturity.    Nine  years  have 

number  of  independent  communi-  elapsed  ^nce  a  predecessor  in  this 

ties  associated  in  our  federal  union,  office,  now  not  the  last,  the  citiieOi 

has,  since  that  time,  nearly  doubled,  who,  perhaps,  of  all  others  throu^ 

The  legislative  representation   of  out  the  union,  contributed  most  to 

the  states  and  people,  in  the  two  tlie  formation  and  establishment  of 

houses  of  congress,  has  grown  with  our  constitution,  in  liis  valedictory 

the  growth  of  their  constituent  bo-  address  to  congress,  immediatdj 

dies.     The  house,  whicli  then  con-  preceding  his  retirement  from  pub- 

sisted  of  65  members,  now  num-  lie  life,  urgently  recommended  the 

bers  upwards  of  two  hmi<Ired.   The  revision  of  the  judiciary,  and  tiK 

senate,  which  consisted  of  twenty-  estabUslunent  of  an  additional  ei- 

six  members,  has  now  forty-eight,  ecutivc  department.     The  exigo- 

But  the  executive,  and  stiU  more  cies  of  the  public  service,  and  its 

the  judiciary  department,  are  yet,  unavoidable  deficiencies,  as  ooi 

in  a  great  measure,  confuted  to  in  exercise,  have  added  yearly  cu- 

thcir  primitive  organization,  and  mulative  weight  to  the  cons^en- 

arc  now  not  adequate  to  the  ur-  tions  presented  by  him  as  pemi- 

gent  wants  of  a  still  growing  com-  sivc  to  tlie  measure ;  and  in  re- 

munity.  commending  it  to  your  deliben- 

The  naval  armaments,  which,  at  tions,  I  am  happy  to  have  the  ioflu* 

an  early  period,  forced  themselves  cnce  of  his  high  authority,  in  udof 

upon  the  ncccsHities  of  the  union,  the  undoubtiiig  convictions  of  fttj 

soon  led  to  the  establishment  of  a  own  experience, 
department  of  the  navy.     But  the        The  laws  relating  to  the  admi- 

departments  of  foreign  affairs,  and  nistration  of  the  patent  oflke  are 

of  tlie  interior,  which,  early  after  deserving  of  much  consideratioD, 

the  formation  of  the  government  and,  perhaps,  susceptible  of  some 

had  been  united  in  one,  continue  improvement.     The  grant  of  pow« 

so  united  at  this  time,  to  the  un-  er  to  regulate  the  action  of  ood- 

questionable  detriment  of  the  pub-  gress  on  this  subject  has  specified 

lie  service.     The  multiplication  of  both  the  end  to  be  attained,  aod 

our  relations  with  the  nations  and  the  means  by  which  it  is  to  be  d^ 

governments  of  the  old  world,  has  fccted.     To  promote  the  progress 

kept  pace  with  that  of  our  popula-  of  science  and  useful  arts,  by  se* 

tion  and  commerce,  while  within  curing,  for  limited  times,  to  authors 

tiie  last  ten  years  a  new  family  of  and  inventors,  the  exclusive  ri^ 

nations,  in  our  own  hemisphere,  to  their  respective   writings  id 

has  arisen  among  the  inhabitants  of  discoveries.      If  an   honest  pride 

the  earth,  with  whom  our  inter-  might  be  indulged  in  the  reflectioB* 

course,  conunercial  and  political,  that  on  the  records  of  that  office 

would  of  itself  furnish  occupation  are  already  found  inventions  tke 

to  an  active  and  industrious  de-  usefulness  of  which  has  acarodl 

partment.     The  constitution  of  the  been  transcended  in  the  annab  o( 

judiciary,  experimental  and  imper-  human  ingenuity,  would  not  its  d- 

feet  as  it  was,  even  in  the  infancy  ultation  be  allayed  by  the  inqiBiy, 

of  our  existing  government,  is  yet  whether  the  laws  Iwve  effectivriy 

more  inadequate  to  the  adminis-  insured  to  the  inventors  the  re- 

tration  of  national  justice  at  our  ward  destined  to  them  by  the  con- 
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stitution,  even  a  limited  term  of 
exclusive  right  to  their  discove- 
ries ? 

On  the  24th  of  December,  1 799, 
it  was  resolved  by  congress  that  a 
marble  monmnent  should  be  erect- 
ed by  the  United  States,  in  the  capi- 
lol  at  the  city  of  Washington :  that 
the  &mily  of  general  Washington 
should  be  requested  to  permit  his 
body  to  be  deposited  under  it ;  and 
that  the  monument  be  so  designed 
as  to  commemorate  the  great 
events  of  his  military  and  political 
life.  In  reminding  congress  of  this 
resolution,  and  that  the  monument 
contemplated  by  it  remains  yet 
without  execution,  I  shall  indulge 
only  the  remarks,  that  the  works  in 
the  capitol  are  approaching  to  com- 
pleCion :  That  the  consent  of  the 
fiunily  desired  by  the  resolution, 
was  requested  and  obtained  :  That 
a  monument  has  been  recently 
erected  in  this  city,  at  the  expense 
of  the  nation,  over  the  remains  of 
another  distinguished  patriot  of  the 
revolution ;  and  that  a  spot  has 
been  reserved  within  the  walls 
where  you  are  deliberating  for  the 
benefit  of  this  and  future  ages,  in 
which  the  mortal  remains  may  be 
deposited  of  him  whose  spirit  ho- 
vers over  you,  and  listens  with  de- 
ligfai,,to  every  act  of  the  represen- 
tatives of  his  nation  which  can  tend 
to  exalt  and  adorn  his  and  their 
country. 

The  constitution  under  which 
yoa  are  assembled  is  a  charter  of 
finuted  powers ;  afler  full  and  so- 
lemn deliberation  upon  all  or  any 
of  the  objects  which,  urged  by  an 
irrenstiblc  sense  of  my  own  duty, 
I  have  recommended  to  your  atten- 
tion, should  you  come  to  the  con- 
chision,  that,  however  desirable,  in 
themselves,  the  enactment  of  laws 
ibr  eflbcting  them,  would  transcend 


the  powers  committed  to  you  by 
that  venerable  instrument  which 
we  are  all  bound  to  support,  let 
no  consideration  induce  you  to  as' 
sume  the  exercise  of  powers  not 
granted  to  you  by  the  people.  But 
if  the  power  to  exercise  exclusive 
legislation  in  all  cases  whatsoever 
over  the  district  of  Columbia ;    if 
the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts  and  excises,  to  pay 
the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfare 
of  the  United  States ;  if  the  power 
to  regulate  conmierce  with  foreign 
nations    and    among   the  several 
states,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes ; 
to  fix  the  standard  of  weights  and 
measures ;  to  establish  post-offices 
and  post  roads ;    to  declare  war  ; 
to  raise  and  support  armies;    to 
provide  and  maintain  a  navy ;    to 
dispose  of  and  make  all  needful 
rules  and  regulations    respecting 
the  territory  or  otlier  property  be- 
longing to  the  United  States ;  and 
to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be 
necessary  and  proper  for  carrying 
these  powers  into  execution:    If 
these  powers,  and  others  enume- 
rated in  the .  constitution,  may  be 
effectually  brought  into  action  by 
laws  promoting  the  improvement  of 
agriculture,  commerce  and  manu- 
fiictures,  the  cultivation  and  en- 
couragement of  the  mechanic  and 
-of  the  elegant  arts,  the  advance- 
ment of  literature,  and  the  progress 
of  the  sciences,  ornamental  and 
profound,  to  refrain  from  exerci- 
sing them  for  the  benefit  of  the  peo- 
ple themselves,  would  be  to  hide 
in  the  earth  the  talent  committed 
to  our  charge— would  be  treachery 
to  the  most  sacred  of  trusts. 

The  spirit  of  improvement  is 
abroad  upon  the  earth.  It  stimu* 
lates  the  heart,  and  sharpens  the 
fiumltiesf  not  of  our  feUo^-dti^jeas: 
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alone,  but  of  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope, and  of  tlicir  rulers.  While 
dwelling  with  pleasing  satisfaction 
upon  the  superior  excellence  of 
our  political  institutions,  let  us  not 
be  unmindful  that  liberty  is  power ; 
tbat  the  nation  blessed  with  the 
largest  portion  of  liberty,  must,  in 
proportion  to  its  numbers,  be  the 
most  powerful  nation  upon  earth ; 
and  that  the  tenure  of  power  by 
man,  is,  in  the  moral  purposes  of 
his  Creator,  upon  condition  that  it 
shall  be  exercised  to  ends  of  be- 
neficence, to  improve  the  condi- 
tion of  himself  and  his  fellow-men. 
While  foreign  nations,  less  blessed 
with  that  freedom  which  is  power, 
than  ourselves,  are  advancing  with 
gigantic  strides  in  the  career  of 
public  improvement,  were  we  to 
clumber  in  indolence,  or  fold  up 
our  arms  and  proclaim  to  the  world 
that  we  are  palsied  by  the  will  of 
our  constituents,  would  it  not  be 
to  cast  away  the  bounties  of  Provi- 
dence, and  doom  ourselves  to  pcr- 
l>etual  inferiority  ?  In  tlie  course 
of  the  year  now  drawing  to  its 
close,  we  have  beheld,  under  the 
auspices,  and  at  the  expense  of  one 
state  of  this  union,  a  new  univer- 
sity unfolding  its  portals  to  the 
sons  of  science,  and  holding  up  the 
torch  of  human  improvement  to 
eyes  that  seek  the  light.  We  have 
seen,  under  the  persevering  and 
onligbtencd  enterprise  of  another 


state,  the  waters  of  our  weslem 
lakes  mingled  with  those  of  the 
ocean.  If  undertakings  like  these 
have  been  accomplished  in  the 
compass  of  a  few  years,  by  the  tih 
thority  of  single  members  of  our 
confederation,  can  we,  the  rqm* 
sentative  authorities  of  the  whole 
union,  fall  behind  our  (ellow-sv- 
vants  in  the  exercise  of  the  trut 
committed  to  us  for  the  benefit  cf 
our  common  sovereign,  l^  (be 
accomplishment  of  works  ins- 
tant to  the  whole,  and  to  wbidr 
neitlier  the  authority  nor  the  re- 
sources of  any  one  state  can  be 
adequate  ? 

Finally,  fellow-citizens,  I  ahal 
await  with  cheering  hope,  led 
faithful  co-operation,  the  reenhof 
your  deliberations;  assured  tkl^ 
without  encroaching  upon  thepov* 
crs  reserved  to  the  authorities  ef 
the  respective  states,  or  to  the 
people,  you  will,  with  a  doe  seatt 
of  your  obligations  to  your  coun- 
try, and  of  the  high  respoosibflities 
weighing  upon  yourselves,  give  tt 
ficacy  to  the  means  eomn^ttedto 
you  for  the  common  good.  Aid 
may  He  who  searches  the  hetfto 
of  the  children  of  men  proncr 
your  exertions  to  secure  the  ufle* 
sings  of  peace,  and  promote  A0 
highest  welfare  of  our  country. 
John  Qcinct  Adavs. 

Washington,  Dec.  6, 18S5. 


Boundary  of  the  United  States  on  the  Pacific  Ocbas. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Rush. 


Department  of  State^ 

AVaihing^on,  July  22d,  1823. 
Sir — Among  the  subjects  of  ne- 
gotiation with  Great  Britain  which 
are  pressing  upon  the  attention  of 
tlus  government,  is  the  present 
condition  of  the*  Northwest  Coast 


of  this  continent.  This  interertif 
connected,  in  a  manner  becoimB|i 
from  day  to  day,  more  importiiti 
with  our  territorial  rights;  wit 
the  whole  system  of  our  intiB- 
course  with  the  Indian  tribei; 
with  the  boundary  relatioim  be- 
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ween  us  and  the  British  North 
kinerican  dominions ;  witli  the 
ir  trade ;  the  fisheries  in  the  Pa- 
ific  Ocean  ;  the  commerce  with 
le  Sandwich  Islands  and  China ; 
ith  our  boundary  upon  Mexico ; 
ad  lastly,  with  our  political  stand- 
ig  and  intercourse  with  the  Rus- 
ui  Empire. 

By  the  third  article  of  the  con- 
mtion  between  the  United  States 
id  Great  Britain,  of  20th  Octo- 
sr,  1818,  it  is  agreed,  that,  ^^  any 
>untry  that  may  be  claimed  by 
ther  party,  on  the  Northwest 
ooBt  of  America,  westward  of  the 
tony  Mountains,  shall,  together 
ith  its  harbors,  bays,  and  creeks, 
id  the  navigation  of  all  rivers 
itlun  the  same,  be  free  and  open 
r  the  term  of  ten  years,  from  the 
ite  of  the  signature  of  the  conven- 
jo,  to  the  vessels,  citizens,  and 
ilqeets,  of  the  two  powers :  it 
MBf  well  understood,  that  this 
pPMment  is  not  to  be  construed 

Ifte  prejudice  of  any  claim  which 
fchar  of  the  two  high  contracting 
rties  may  have  to  any  part  of  the 
id  country  ;  nor  shall  it  be  taken 

aflfect  the  claims  of  any  other 
iwer  or  state,  to  any  part  of  the 
id  country  :  the  only  object  of 
B  high  contracting  parties,  in 
at  respect,  being  to  prevent 
qpotes  and  differences  amongst 
emselves.'* 

On  the  6th  of  October,  1818, 
iiiteen  days  before  the  signature 
*  this  convention,  the  settlement 

the  mouth  of  the  Columbia 
rar  had  been  formally  restored 

Ae  United  States,  by  order  of 
0  British  government.  (Mes- 
ge  P.  U.  S.  to  H.  R.  15th 
piil,  1822,  p.  13.  Letter  of  Mr. 
■efOBt  to  the  secretary  of  state, 

11th  Nov.  1818.) 

By  the  treaty  of  amity,  settle- 


ment, and  limits,  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain,  of  22d 
February,  1819,  the  boundary  line 
between  them  was  fixed  at  the 
42^  of  lat.  fi-om  the  source  of  the 
Arkansas  river  to  the  South  sea. 
By  which  treaty,  the  United  States 
acquired  all  the  rights  of  Spain 
north  of  that  parallel. 

The  right  of  the  United  Sutes 
to  the  Columbia  river,  and  to  the 
interior  territory  washed  by  its 
waters,  rests  upon  its  discovery 
fi'om  the  sea,  and  nomination,  by 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States ; 
upon  its  exploration  to  the  sea  by 
captains  Lewis  and  Clarke  ;  upon 
the  settlement  of  Astoria,  made 
under  the  protection  of  the  United 
States,  and  thus  restored  to  them 
in  1818  ;  and  upon  the  subsequent 
acquision  of  all  the  rights  of  Spain, 
the  only  European  power  who, 
prior  to  the  discovery  of  the  river, 
had  any  pretensions  to  territorial 
rights  on  the  Northwest  Coast  ol 
America. 

The  waters  of  the  Columbia  ri- 
ver extend,  by  the  Multnomah,  to 
the  42^  of  lat.  where  its  source 
approaches  within  a  few  miles  of 
those  of  Platte  and  Arkansas,  and 
by  Clarke's  river,  to  the  50th  or 
51st  degree  of  lat. ;  thence  de- 
scending southward  till  its  sources 
almost  intersect  those  of  the  Mis- 
souri. 

To  the  territory  thus  watered 
and  immediately  contiguous  to  the 
original  possessions  of  the  United 
States,  as  first  bounded  by  the 
Mississippi,  they  consider  their 
right  to  be  now  established  by  all 
the  principles  which  have  ever 
been  applied  to  European  settle- 
ments upon  the  American  hemis- 
phere. 

By  the  Ukase  of  the  emperor 
Alexander,  of  iV  September^  1821, 
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an  exclusive  tenritori^  right,  on 
the  Northwest  Coast  of  America, 
is  asserted  as  belonging  to  Russia, 
and  as  extending  from  the  northern 
extremity  of  the  continent  to  lati- 
tude 51,  and  the  navigation  and 
fishery  of  all  other  nations  are  in- 
terdicted by  the  same  Ukase,  to 
the  extent  of  100  Italian  miles 
firom  the  coast. 

When  Mr.  Poletica,  the  late 
Russian  minister  here,  was  called 
upon  to  set  forth  the  grounds  of 
right,  conformable  to  the  laws  of 
nations,  which  authorised  the  issu- 
ing of  this  decree,  he  answered,  in 
his  letters  of  28th  February  and 
2d  April,  1822,  by  alleging,  first, 
discovery,  occupancy,  and  uninter- 
rupted possession. 

It  appears,  upon  examination, 
that  these  claims  have  no  founda- 
tion in  fact.  The  right  of  disco- 
very^ on  this  continent,  claimed  by 
Russia,  is  reduced  to  the  proba- 
bility that,  in  1741,  captain 
Tchirikoff  saw,  fi'om  the  sea,  the 
mountain  called  St.  Elias,  in 
about  the  59th  degree  of  north 
latitude.  The  Spanish  navigators, 
as  early  as  1582,  had  discovered, 
as  far  north  as  57^  30^. 

As  to  occupancy,  captain  Cook, 
in  1779,  had  the  express  declara- 
tion of  Mr.  Ismaloff,  the  chief  of 
the  Russian  settlement  at  Oonalas- 
ka,  that  they  knew  nothing  of  the 
continent  in  America ;  and  in  the 
Nootka  Sound  controvery,  between 
Spain  and  Great  Britain,  it  is  ex- 
plicitly stated,  in  the  Spanish  docu- 
ments, that  Russia  had  disclaimed 
all  pretension  to  interfere  with  the 
Spanish  exclusive  rights  to  beyond 
Prince  William's  Sound,  lat.  61. 
No  evidence  has  been  exhibited  of 
any  Russian  settlement  on  this 
continent,  south  and  east  of  Prince 
WUHam'a  Sound,  to  this  day,  with 


the  exception  of  that  in  California, 
made  in  1816. 

It  never  has  been  admitted,  by 
the  various  European  nations  whi^ 
have  formed  settlements  in  this 
hemisphere,  that  the  occupation  of 
an  island  gave  any  claim  whatefer 
to  territorial  possessions  on  tfae 
continent  to  which  it  was  adjoin- 
ing. The  recognised  principle  has 
rather  been  the  reverse ;  as,  by  the 
law  of  nature,  islands  must  be  ra- 
ther considered  as  appendages  to 
continents,  than  continents  to  isl- 
ands. 

The  only  color  of  claim  alleged 
by  Mr.  Poletica,  which  has  an  ap- 
pearance of  plausibility,  is  that 
which  he  asserts  as  an  authentic 
fact,  ''  that,  in  1789,  the  Spairnh 
packet  St.  Charles,  commanded 
by  captain  Haro,  found,  in  the  hti- 
tude  48  and  49,  Russian  settle- 
ments to  the  number  of  eight,  con- 
sisting, in  the  whole,  of  twenty 
families,  and  462  indivNhials." 
But,  more  than  twenty  years  sincef 
Hurieu  had  shown,  in  his  intro- 
duction to  the  voyage  oTMarchand, 
that,  in  this  statement  there  was  a 
mistake  of,  at  least,  ten  degrees  of 
latitude ;  and  that,  instei^  of  48 
and  49,  it  should  read,  58  and  59. 
This  is,  probably,  not  the  oiif 
mistake  in  the  account.  It  rests, 
altogether,  upon  the  credit  of  two 
private  letters;  one  written fiom 
St.  Bias,  and  the  other  fitmilks 
city  of  Mexico  to  Spain,  tbere 
communicated  to  a  French  consul 
in  one  of  the  Spanish  porta,  and 
by  him  to  the  French  minister  of 
marine.  They  were  written  in  Ocr 
tober,  1788,  and  August,  1789. 
We  have  seen  that,  in  1790,  Bm* 
sia  explicitly  disclaimed  interfng 
with  the  exclusive  rights  of  Spain 
to  beyond  Prince  William^B  SooBd, 
in  latitude  61  :  and  Vancouver,  in 
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was  informed  by  the  Rus- 
n  the  spot,  that  their  most 
M  Bettlement  there,  was  on 
Dbrook  Island  at  Port  Et- 
rhich  had  been  established 
iomrse  of  the  preceding  sum^ 
nd  that  the  adjacent  conti- 
B8  a  sterile  and  vninhahiied 
f.  Until  the  Nootka  Sound 
:,  Great,  Britain  had  never 
ed  aay  claim  to  territory 
the  Northwest  coast  of 
Z9L^  by  right  of  occupation, 
the  treaties  of  1763,  her 
iai  rights  were  bounded  by 
nissippi. 

the  22d  July,  1793,  Mac- 
reached  the  shores  of  the 
,  by  land,  from  Cai  "da,  in 
I  52^  21'  north,  lorgitude 
'  west  of  Greenwich 
stated  in  the  52d  nimiber 
Quarterly  Review,  in  the 
upon  Kotzebue's  voyage, 
ibe  whole  country,  from 
i  BS""  30'  to  the  United 
in  latitude  48,  or  therea- 
JB  now,  and  has  long  been, 
actual  pos.session  of  the 
abrthwest  company" — that 
opany  have  a  post  on  the 
I  of  a  river  in  latitude  54^ 
irth,  longitude  125  west, 
tt  in  latitude  55''  15'  north, 
do  129"  44'  west,  "by  this 
March,  1822,)  the  united 
ij  of  the  northwest  and 
I's  bay,  have,  in  all  proba^ 
bnned  an  establishment." 
not  imaginable  that,  in  the 
;  condition  of  the  world,  any 
ma  nation  should  entertain 
>ject  of  settling  a  colony  on 
rtfawest  Coast  of  America ; 
9  United  States  should  form 
donents  there,  with  views  of 
B  territorial  right,  and  in* 
onimunication,  is  not  only 
ipected,  but  is  pointed  out 


by  the  finger  of  nature,  and  has 
been  for  years  a  subject  of  serious 
deliberation  in  congress.  Apian 
has,  for  several  sessions,  been  be- 
fore them,  for  establishing  a  terri- 
torial government  on  the  borders 
of  the  Columbia  river.  It  will, 
undoubtedly,  be  resumed  at  their 
next  session,  and  even  if  then 
again  postponed,  there  cannot  be 
a  doubt  that,  in  the  course  of  a 
very  few  years,  it  must  be  carried 
into  effect.  As  yet,  however,  the 
only  useful  purpose  to  which  the 
Northwest  Coast  of  America  has 
been,  or  can  be  made  subservient 
to  the  settlements  of  civilised  men, 
are  the  fisheries  on  its  adjoining 
seas,  and  trade  with  the  aboriginal 
inhabitantsof  the  country.  These 
have,  hitherto,  been  enjoyed  in 
common  by  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  by  the  British  and 
Russian  nations.  The  Spanish, 
Portuguese,  and  French  nations, 
have,  also,  participated  in  them, 
hitherto,  without  other  annoyance 
than  that  which  resulted  fi'om  the 
exclusive  territorial  claims  of  Spain, 
so  long  as  they  were  insisted  on 
by  her. 

The  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  have  both  protested  against 
the  Russian  imperial  Ukase,  of  -^ 
September,  1821. 

Previous  to  the  restoration  of 
the  settlement  at  the  month  of  the 
Columbia  river,  in  1 8 1 8,  and  again, 
upon  the  first  introduction  in  con- 
gress of  the  plan  for  constituting  a 
territorial  government  there,  some 
disposition  was  manifested  by  Sir 
Charles  Bagot  and  Mr.  Canning 
to  dispute  the  right  of  the  United 
States  to  that  establishment ;  and 
some  vague  intimation  was  given 
of  British  claims  on  the  North- 
west Coast  The  restoration  of  the 
place,  and  the  convention  of  1818, 
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were  considered  aa  a  linot  di8)>osal  any  part  of  the  Ameriean  conth 

of  Mr.  Bafot's  objections,  and  Mr.  nenta  have  ceased.     That  porlioa 

Canninf;  declined  committing  to  of  the  convention,  therefore,  whieli 

paper  those  which  he  had  intima-  rccc^isea  the  exclusive  colooid 

ted  in  conversation.  rights   of  Spain   on    these  cooli- 

The  diacuaaion  of  the  Russian  nents,   though   confirmed,   u  be- 

pretensions  in  the  negotiation  now  tween  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  bf 

proposed,  ncce^arily  involves  the  the  first  additional  article  to  At 

inlereata  of  the  three  powers,  and  treaty  of  the  5th  of  July,  IBM, kit 

renders   it   manifestly  proper  that  been  extinguished  b;  the  fact  (f 

the  United  States  and  Great  Bri-  the  independence    o(  the    Sodk 

lain  should  come  to  a  mutual  un-  American  nations  and  of  HeneOi 

derstandtng.  with  respect  to  their  Tliosc    independent    nationg  id 

respective  pretensions,  as  well  as  possess  the  rights  incident  tottal 

upon  their  joint  views  with  refer-  condition,  and  their  territoriei  ail, 

ence  to  those  of  Russia.  of  course,  be  subject  to  no  adh 

The    principles  setdcd  by  the  aive   right  of  navigation  in  tbei 

Nootka  Sound  convention  of  88th  vicinity,  or  of  access  to  them,  bf 

October,  1790,  were —  any  foreign  nation. 

Ist.  That  the  rights  of  fishing  in  A  necessary  consequence  of  dn 

the  south  seas,  of  trading  with  the  slate  of  diings,  wilt  be,  that  to 

natives  of  the  Northwest  Coast  of  American  cunlinents,  hencefiitlk, 

Ammica ;    and  of  making  settle-  will  no  longer  be  subject  to  cafe 

ments  on  the  coast  itself,  for  the  tdzation.      Occupied   by  civiliMd^ 

purposes  of  that  trade,   north  of  independent  nations,  they  will  ha 

the  actual  settlements  of  Spain,  accessible  to  Europeans,  and  Mck 

were  common  to  all  the  European  other,  on  that  footing  sioDe ;  tad 

nations,  and,  of  course,  to  the  Uni-  tlie  Pacific  Ocean,  in  every  part  of 

led  States.  it,  will  remain  open  to  tbe  navigft- 

2d.    That  so  tar  as  the  nefuoi  tiun  of  all  nations,  in  like  nuimer 

settlements  of  Spain  had  extended,  with  the  Atlantic, 

she  possessed  the  exclusive  rights,  Incidental  to  the  conditu»  ofofr 

territorial,  and  of  navigation  and  tional  independence  and  sovereign' 

fishery  ;    extending  to  the  ilislonce  ty,  tlie  rie-lits  of  mlerior  naviga^ 

of  ten  miles  from  the  coasts  so  of  their  rivers  will  belong  tosKlh 

aOuaiiy  oeeupied.  of  ttic  American  natiooa  wilhil^ 

3d.  That,  on  the  coasts  of  SmOh  own  territories. 

Amtrica.,  and  the  adjacent  islands,  Tlic  application  of  coloi 

aoutk  of  the  parts  already  occupied  ciplcs  of  exclusion,  (heretbnwtt 

by    Spain,    no  settlement  should  not    be    admitted    by  tfaa  j* 

tliereafler  be  made  either  by  British  States  as  lawfiil,  upon  Utf.'A 

or  Spanish  subjects  ;  but,  on  both  the  Northwest  Coast  or  J 

sides,  should  be  retained  the  liberty  or  as  Im  '       '                    ~ 

of  landing  and  of  erecting  tempo-  nation, 

rary  buildings  for  the  purposes  of  there,  1 
the  fishery.     These   rights   were, 
also,   of  course,  enjoyed    by  tha 
people  of  the  United  States. 
Tbe  exclusive  rigfalo  t^Sj 
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provisions  of  their  consli-  United  States,  because  it  is  not  to 

be  doubted  that  the  Columbia  river 

Ifht  of  carryinj?  on  trade  branches  as  far  north  as  61,  al- 

I    natives  throughout  the  thoufsrh  it  is  most  prolmbly  not  the 

8t  Coast,  they  cannot  re-  Tacoutche  Tesse   of  Mackenzie. 

With  tlie  Russian  settle-  As,  however,  the  line  already  mas 

Kodiack,  or  at  New  Arch-  in  latitude  49,  to  the  Stony  Moun- 

icy  may   fairly  claim  the  tains,  should  it  be  earnestly  insisted 

«  of  a  ^jr  trade,  having  so  upon  by  Great  Britain,  we  will  con- 

oyed    it   unmolested,  and  sent  to  carry  it  in  continuance,  on 

it  has  been,  and   would  the  same  parallel  to  the  sea. 
to  be,  as  advantageous,        1  have  the  honor  to  be,   witJi 

to  those  settlements  a:;  to  great  respect. 
But  they  will  not  contest  Sir,  your  very  humble 

of  Rusi<ia  to  prohibit  the  And  obedient  servant, 

s  strictly  confined  to  the  Joii.v  (IriNX'v  Adams. 

settlement  ib<elf,  and  not  Richard  Rush,  Enroy  Extra* 
^  to  tlie  original  natives  of        ordinary  and  MinUtcr  Plc' 

nipoteniiary  U.  S.  London. 

British    Northwest   and  

i    Bay    Comf>anies-    have  Extract  of  a  f  jKttkr  from   Mk. 
I  on   the   coa.'^t.  af*   sug-        Rush  to  Mr.  Adams,  daied  Au- 
1  the  article  of  the  Quar-        gust  VZtk.  1824. 
riew.  above  cited,  the  3d        1  now  come  Ui  the  la«t  of  tlic 

f  the  convention   of  the  ^ubjecL^^  that  the  president  confided 

:ober.  1 8 1 3.  Ls  applicable  to  me — that  contained  in  your  in- 

Mr.  Middk't'iH  L-?  author-  struction?  of  the  2d  July,  1  ft2.'j,  rc- 

his  in^trytion*.   to  pro-  Ui;v»:  to  the  Nortbwert  Coa.^  of 

artick-  of  *Hai!ar  import.  America.     A'lrKrjgh  rw  arranffe- 

Berted  m  a   loint  conven-  m'.-nt  was  conciud'rd  on  this  sul>- 

veen   the    Lriitii'd  Suies.  jeci.  it  L«  not  the  leis  uic*i;abent 

ritain.   and   Rurria.  for  a  upon  me  carefully  to  apprise  you 

ten  vears  from  it<  «iena-  of  the  discussions  by  which  it  wa^ 

ou  are  authurijo*!  to  make  marked.      They  will  probably  be 

s  proposal  to  the  British  found  not  without  interest. 
ent,  and.  with  a  view  to        1  opened  this  subject  with  the 

definite  line  of  deniarka-  British    plenipotentiaries     at    the 

the  future,  to  stipulate  that  eleventh  conference.     I  remarked. 

It  shall  hereafter   be  that,  although  it  had  been  under- 

McKtlnrail  Coast,  or  stood  in  my  preparatory  conversa- 

■d-  tions  with  the  proper  orcran  of  his 
iaajesty*3  government,  that  the  n^- 

, spective  territorial  or  other  claims 

i^U^  of  the  United  States  and  Russia, 
«8  well  as  of  Great   Britain  md 
'iflsia.  regardinff  the  couniirw**" 
«  d  of    the   Rockv  MtN**"*^* 

^  M  9tobemattero^*f2r^**;- 

urn  at  St.  PWrt"****    ''^ 
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that  those  of  the  United  States  and  north  of  the  parallel  stated.     I  stid« 
Britain  were  now,  according  to  the  that,  apart  from  all  the  right  as  thus 
understanding  in  the  saine  conver-  acquired  from  Spain,  which,  bow- 
sations,  to  be  taken  up  for  fonnal  ever,  was  regarded  by  my  govem- 
discussion  in  London.  ment  as  surpassing  the  right  of  iD 
My  government  was  aware,  that  other  European  powers,  on  thit 
the  convention  of  October,  1818,  coast,  the  United  States  claimed, 
between  the    United   States  and  in  their  own  right,  and  as  their  ib- 
Grcat  Britain,  one  article  of  which  solute   and    exclusive  sovereignty 
contained  a  temporary  regulation  and  dominion,  the  whole  of  tk 
of  this  interest,  had  still  four  years  country  west  of  the  Rocky  Moiid- 
to  run;  but  the  president,  never-  tains,  from  the  42dto'at  least  as 
thelcss,  was   of  opinion,  that  the  far  up  as  the  61st  degree  of  oortk 
present  was  not  an  unsuitable  mo-  latitude.     This  claim   they  rested 
roent  for  attempting  a   new   and  upon  their  first  discovery  of  tke 
more  definite  adjustment   of  tlie  river  Columbia,  followed  up  by  an 
respective  claims  of  the  two  pow-  effective  settlement  at  its  mouth- 
ers to  the  country  in  question.     It  a  settlement  which  was  reduced  bjr 
was  a  country  daily  assuming  an  the  arms  of  Britain  during  the  lite 
aspect,  political,  commercial,  and  war,  but  formally  surrendered  op  % 
territorial,  of  more  and  more  inte-  the  United  States  at  the  return  of 
rest  to  the  United  States.     It  bore  peace. 

upon    their    relations   with   other        Their  right,  by  first  diacovaiyi 

states,  upon  their  fislieries  as  well  they    deemed    peculiarly    stroifi 

as  their  commerce  in  the  Pacific,  having  been  made  not  only  fioiil 

upon  their  fur  trade,  and  tlie  whole  the  sea  by  captain  Gray,  but  afao 

system  of  their  intercourse  with  from  the  interior  by  Lewis  and 

vast  tribes  of  the  Indians.     I  re-  Clarke,    who   first  discovered  ita 

minded  the  British  plenipotentia-  sources,  and  explored  its  whofe 

ries,  that,  by  the  third  article  of  inland  course  to  the  Padfic  ocean* 

the  treaty  of  Wasliington,  of  Feb-  It  had  been  ascertained  that  the 

ruary  the  twenty-second,  1819,  be-  Columbia  extended  by  the  riiei 

tween  tlie  United  States  and  Spain,  Multnomah,  to  as  low  as  42  noA\ 

the  boundary  line  between  the  two  and,  by  Clarke^s  river,  to  m  pobt 

countries  was  fixed,  in  part,  along  as  high  up  as  51,  if  not  beyond  thit 

the  southern  bank  of  the  Arkansas,  point ;  and  to  this  entire  range  of 

to  its  source,  in  latitude  42  north,  country,  contiguous  to  the  or^[iiiI 

and  thence,  by  that  parallel  of  lati-  dominion  of  the  United   Stataii 

tude,  to  the  South  sea ;  and  that  and  made  a  part  of  it  l^  the  d- 

Spain  had  also  renounced  to  the  most  intermingling  waters  of  eecK 

United  States,  by  the  same  article,  the  United  States,  I  said,  conita^ 

all  her  rights  north  of  that  parallel,  ed  their  title  as  established,  by  •! 

I  then  made  known,  at  this  and  the  principles  that  had  ever  bees 

other  conferences— for,  from   the  applied  on  this  subject  by  the  pov- 

extent  of  the  subject,  I  was  unable  ers  of  Europe,  to  settlementi  is 

even  to  open  it  all  at  one  confe-  the  American  hemisphere.  *  I  hh 

rence— what  I  understood  to  be  sorted,  that  a  nation,  discovemg  s 

the  nature  of  the  title  of  the  United  countiy  by  entering  the  moutk  of 

States  to  the  whole  of  the  country  its  principal  river  at  the  eea  coset^ 
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necessarily  be  allowed  to  the  42d  parallel,  as  high  up  as  60, 
md  hold,  as  great  an  extent  claims  as  well  in  their  oim  right, 
interior  country  as  was  de-  as  by  their  succession  to  the  title 
I  hy  the  course  of  such  prin-  of  Spain,  would  henceforth  neces- 
river,  and  its  tributary  sarily  preclude  other  nations  from 
b:  aifd  that  the  claim,  to  forming  colonial  establishments  up- 
tent,  became  doubly  strong,  on  any  part  of  the  American  con- 
as  in  the  present  instance,  tinents.  I  was,  therefore,  instruct- 
ne  river  had  also  been  disco-  ed  to  say,  that  my  government  no 
and  explored  from  its  very  longer  considered  any  part  of  those 
un  springs  to  the  sea.  continents  as  open  to  future  colo- 
li  an  union  of  titles,  impart-  nization  by  any  of  the  powers  of 
lidity  to  each  other,  did  not  Europe,  and  that  this  was  a  princi- 
exist.  I  remarked,  that  it  pie  upon  which  I  should  insist  in 
aroely  to  be  presumed  that  the  course  of  the  negotiation, 
iropean  nation  would  hence-  I  added,  that  the  United  States 
reject  any  colonial  establish-  did  not  desire  to  interfere  with 
in  any  part  of  the  Northwest  the  actual  settlements  of  other 
of  Ainerica,  which,  as  yet,  nations  on  the  Northwest  Coast  of 
»ver  been  used  to  any  other  America,  and  that,  in  regard  to 
purpose  than  that  of  trading  those  which  Great  Britain  might 
tie  aboriginal  inhabitants,  or  have  formed  above  the  51st  degree 
ID  the  neighboring  seas ;  but  of  latitude,  they  would  remain, 
e  United  States  should  con-  with  all  such  rights  of  trade  with 
to,  and  at  one  day  form,  per-  the  natives,  and  rights  of  fishery, 
t  establishments  there,  was  as  those  settlements  had  enjoyed 
Ij  to  be  expected,  as  proxi-  hitherto.  As  regarded  future  set- 
0  their  own  possessions,  and  tlements,  by  either  of  the  parties, 
vnder  their  immediate  juris-  I  said  that  it  was  the  wish  of  my 
[.  Speaking  of  the  powers  government  to  regulate  these  upon 
lipe,  who  had  ever  advanced  principles  that  might  be  mutually 
to  any  part  of  this  coast,  I  satisfactory,  and  tend  to  prevent 
d  to  the  principles  that  had  all  collision.  I  was,  therefore,  in- 
stiled by  the  Nootka  Sound  structed  to  propose,  first,  the  ex« 
rtkm  of  1790,  and  remark-  tension  to  a  further  term  often 
t  ^pain  had  now  lost  all  her  years,  of  the  third  article  of  the 
tve  colonial  rights,  that  were  convention  of  October,  1818 ;  and 
osed  under  that  convention,  secondly,  that  Britain  should  stipu- 
f  the  fact  of  the  independ-  late,  during  the  like  term,  that  no 
f  the  South  American  states  settlement  should  be  made  by  any 
Mexico,  and  next,  by  her  of  her  subjects  on  the  Northwest 
s  renunciation  of  all  her  Coast  of  America,  or  the  islands 
of  whatever  kind,  above  the  adjoining,  either  south  of  the  fifiy- 
gree  of  north  latitude,  to  the  first  degree  of  latitude,  or  north  of 
[  Slates.  Those  new  states  the  fif)y-fifth  degree :  the  United 
themselves,  now  possess  the  States  stipulating  that  none  should 
nddent  to  their  condition  of  be  made  by  their  citizens  north  of 
il  independence,  and  the  the  fifty-first  degree. 
of  the  United  States  above       It  is  proper,  now,  that  I  should 
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give  you  faithful  information  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  British  pleni- 
potentiaries received  my  proposal, 
and  the  principles  under  which  I 
had  introduced  it.  I  may  set  out 
by  saying,  in  a  word,  that  they  to- 
tally declined  the  one,  and  totally 
denied  the  other.  They  said  that 
Great  Britain  considered  the  whole 
of  the  unoccupied  parts  of  Ame- 
rica, as  being  open  to  her  future 
settlements,  in  hke  manner  as 
heretofore.  They  included  within 
these  parts,  as  well  that  portion  of 
the  Northwest  Coast,  lying  be- 
tween the  42d  and  51st  degrees  of 
latitude,  as  any  other  parts.  The 
principle  of  colonization  on  that 
coast,  or  elsewhere,  on  any  portion 
of  those  continents  not  yet  occu- 
pied, Great  Britain  was  not  pre- 
pared to  relinquish.  Neither  was 
she  prepared  to  accede  to  the  ex- 
clusive claim  of  the  United  States. 
She  had  not,  by  her  convention 
with  Spain,  in  1790,  or  at  any 
other  period,  conceded  to  that 
power  any  exclusive  rights  on  that 
coast,  where  actual  settlements  had 
not  been  formed.  She  considered 
the  same  principles  appUcable  to 
it  now,  as  then.  She  could  not 
concede  to  the  United  States,  who 
held  the  Spanish  title,  claims  which 
bhe  had  felt  herself  obhged  to  re- 
sist, when  advanced  by  Spain,  and 
on  her  resistance  to  which,  the  cre- 
dit of ,  Great  Britain  had  been 
thought  to  depend. 

Nor  could  Great  Britain  at  all 
admit,  the  plenipot^itiaries  said, 
the  claim  of  the  United  States,  as 
founded  on  their  own  first  disco- 
very. It  had  been  objectionable 
with  her  in  the  negotiation  of  1 8 1 8, 
and  had  not  been  admitted  since. 
Her  surrender  to  the  United  States 
of  the  post  at  Columbia  river,  after 
the  iate  war,  was  in  fulfilment  of 


the  provisions  of  the  first  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Ghent,  witliout  affect- 
ing questions  of  right  on  either 
side.     Britain  did  not  admit  the  va- 
lidity of  the  discovery  by  captain 
Gray.     He  had  only  been  on  an 
enterprise  of  his  own,  as  an  indi- 
vidud,  and  the  British  governing 
was  yet  to  be  informed  under  what 
principles  or  usage,  among  the  na- 
tions of  £urope,  his  having  first 
entered  or  discovered  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Columbia,  admitting  this 
to  have  been  the  fact,  was  to  cany 
after  it  such  a  portion  of  the  in- 
terior country    as    was    alleged. 
Great  Britain  entered  her  dinent 
to  such  a  claim  ;  and,  least  of  all, 
did  she  admit  that  the  circumstance 
of  a  merchant  vessel  of  the  United 
States  having  penetrated  the  coast 
of  that  continent  at  Columbia  ri- 
ver, was  to  be  taken  to  extend  a 
claim  in  favor  of  the  United  States 
along  tlie  same  coast,  both  above 
and  below  that  river,  over  latitudes 
that  had  been  prcvioudy  discovered 
and  explored  by  Great  Britain  he^ 
self,  in  expeditions  fitted  out  under 
the    auUiority,  and   with  the  re- 
sources of  the  naticMi.    This  had 
been  done  by  captain  Cook,  to 
speak  of  no  others,  whose  voyige 
was,  at  least,  prior  to  that  of  cap- 
tain Gray.     On  the  coast,  oolf  a 
few  degrees  south  of  the  Cokan- 
bia,  Britain  had  made  purchaKBof 
territory  from  the  natives  httan 
the  United  States  were  an  indo- 
pendent  power  ;  and  upoo  that  ri- 
ver itself,  or  upon  rivers  that  flowed 
into  it,  west  of  the  Rocky  lioni- 
tains,  her  subjects  had  filmed  Ml* 
tlements  coeval  with,  if  not  pax 
to,  the  settlement  by  Americin  ci- 
tizens at  its  mouth* 

Such  is  a  summary  of  the 
grounds  taken  at  the  v^ycNrtaet 
by  the  Britbh  plenipotentiaiie&»  in 
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ihion  to  our  claims.  On  my 
ioDg,  immediately,  aiid  be- 
[M'ocecding  to  any  discussion 
lem,  that  I  had  not  before 
aware  of  the  extent  and  cha- 
•  of  all  these  objections,  they 
d,  that  it  was  also  for  the  first 
that  they  had  been  apprised, 
y  autiientic  and  full  way,  of 
ature  of  the  claims,  as  I  had 
itated  them,  on  behalf  of  the 
d  States  ;  claims  which  they 
hey  were  boimd  to  dqplare,  at 
Great  Britain  was  wholly  un- 
red  to  admit ;  and,  especially, 
nrhich  aimed  at  interdicting 
am  the  right  of  future  colo- 
on  in  America, 
nuning  the  subject,  I  said, 
was  unknown  to  my  govern- 
that  Great  Britain  had  ever 
advanced  any  claim  to  terri- 
)n  the  Northwest  Coast  of 
lea,  by  the  right  of  occupa- 
lefore  the  Nootka  Sound  con- 
ey. It  was  clear,  that,  by 
«aty  of  Paris,  of  1763,  her 
inal  rights  in  America  were 
led  westward  by  the  Missis- 
The  claim  of  the  United 
I,  under  the  discovery  by 
n  Gray,  was,  therefore,  at 
eats,  sufficient  to  overreach, 
bit  of  time,  any  that  Great 
n  could  allege  along  that 
on  the  ground  of  prior  oc- 
lon  or  settlement.  As  to  any 
d  settlements  by  her  subjects 
>  Columbia,  or  on  rivers  fall- 
to  it,  earlier,  or  as  early  as 
le  formed  by  American  citi- 
at  Astoria,  I  knew  not  of 
and  was  not  prepared  to  ad- 
e  fact.  As  to  the  discovery 
of  captain  Gray,  it  was  not 
moment  to  be  drawn  into 
on.  It  was  a  fact  before  the 
world.  The  very  geogra- 
of  Britain  had  adopted  the 


name  which  he  had  given  to  this 
river. 

Vancouver  himself,  undoubtedly 
the  first  British  navigator  who  had 
ever  entered  it,  admitted  that  he 
found    captain   Gray   there ;    and 
the  very  instructions  to  this  Bri- 
tish officer,  drawn  up  in  March, 
1791,  and  to  be  seen  among  the 
records  of  the  British  admiralty, 
expressly  referred  by  name,  to  the 
previous  expedition  in  that  quarter 
of  the  American  sloop,  the  Wash- 
ington.    Was  this,  I  asked,  to  be 
accounted  nothing  ?     Did.  it  lie 
with  a  foreign  power,  whose  own 
archives  might  supply  her  with  the 
essential,  incontestible  fact  of  the 
first  discovery  by  the    vessel    of 
another   power,   of  a   vast  river, 
whose  waters,  from  their  source  to 
the  ocean,  had  remained  until  then 
totally  unknown  to  all  civilised  na- 
tions-—did  it  lie  with  such  foreign 
power  to  say,  that  the  discovery 
was  not  made  by  a  national  ship, 
or  under  national  authority  ?     The 
United  States,  I  said,  could  admit 
no  such  distinction ;  could   never 
surrender,  under  it,  or  upon  any 
ground,  tlieir  claim  to  tliis  disco- 
very.    The  ship  of  captain  Gray, 
whether  fitted  out  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  or  not, 
was  a  national  ship.     If  she  was 
not  so  in  a  technical  sense  of  the 
word,  she  was  in  the  full  sense  of 
it,  applicable  to  such  an  occasion. 
She  bore  at  her  stem  the  flag  of  the 
nation,  sailed  forth  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  nation,  and  was  to 
be  identified  with  the  rights  of  the 
nation.     The  extent  of  this  interior^ 
country  attaching  to  this  discovery, 
was  founded,  I  said,  upon  a  princi- 
ple at  once  reasonable  and  mode- 
rate— reasonable,  because,  as  dis- 
covery was  not  to  be  limited  to  tlie 
local  spot  of  a  first  lantlinur  {)lace. 
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there  must  be  a  rule  both  for  en-  the  name,  and  within  the  limits,  of 

larging    and     circumscribing    its  Louisiana, 
range;    and  none    more    proper        If  Britain  had  put  forth  no  claims 

than    that    of  taking    the   water  on  the  Northwest  Coast,  founded 

courses    which    nature    had    laid  on    prior  occupation,  before  the 

down,  both  as  the  fair  limits  of  the  Nootka  Sound  contest,  still  less 

country,  and  as  indispensable  to  its  could  she  ever    have   established 

use  and  value — moderate,  because  any,  I  remarked,   at  any  period, 

the  nations  of  £urope  had  often,  founded  on  prior  discovery.  Claims 

under    their  rights   of  discovery,  of  the  latter  class  belonged  wboQy 

carried  their  claims  much  farther,  to  Spain,  and  now,  consequently, 

Here  I  instanced,  as  sufficient  for  to  the  United  States.     The  supe* 

my  purpose,  and  pertinent  to  it,  rior  title  of  Spain  on  this  grocmd, 

the  terms  in  which  many  of  the  as  well  as  others,  was,  indeed,  a* 

royal  charters  and  letters  patent  pable  of  demonstration.     Russia 

had  been  granted  by  the  crown  in  had  acknowledged  it  in  1790,  as 

England,  to  individuals  proceeding  the   state   papers  of  the  Nootka 

to  the  discovery  or  settlement  of  Sound   controversy   would  show, 

new  countries  on   the  American  The   memorial    of    the    Spanish 

continent :  Among  others,   those  court  to  the  British  minister,  OQ 

from    Elizabeth,  in   1578,  to  sir  that  occasion,  expressly  asserted, 

Humphrey  Gilbert,  and,  in  1584,  that,  notwithstanding  all  the  it- 

to  sir  Walter  Raleigh  :  those  from  tempted  encroachments  upon  the 

James  J.  to  sir  Thomas  Yates,  in  Spani^    coasts    of    the    Pacific 

1606  and  1607,  and  the  Georgia  ocean,  Spain  had   preserved  het 

charter  of  1732.     All  these,  ex-  possessions  there  entire,  posses* 

tracts  from  which  I  produced,  com-  sions  which  she  had'  coostantlyt 

prehended  a  range  of  country  frilly  and  before  all  Europe,  on  that  and 

justifying    my  remark.      By    the  other  occasions,   declared  to  ex* 

words  of  the  last,  a  grant  is  passed  tend  to  as  high  at  least  as  the  six- 

to  all  territories  along  the  seacoast,  tieth  degree  of  north  latitude.  The 

from  the  river  Savannah  to  the  most  very  first  article  of  the  Nootka 

southern  stream  of  ^^  another  great  Sound  convention,  attested,  I  said, 

river,  called  the  Alatamaha,  and  the  superiority  of  her  title:  fiVi 

westward  from  the  heads  of  the  whilst,  by  it,  the  nations  of  EurofC 

said  rivers,  in  a  direct  line,  to  the  generally  were  allowed  to  mak« 

South  seas."     To  show  that  Bri-  settlements  on  that  coast,  it  ma 

tain  was  not  the  only  European  only  for  the  purposes  of  trade  wHh 

nation,    who,    in    her    territorial  the  natives,  thereby  excluding  Aa 

claims  on  this  continent,  had  had  right  of  any  exclusive  or  cdkioai 

an  eye  to  the  rule  of  assuming  wa-  establishments  for  other  purpotfa. 

ter  courses  to  be  the  fittest  bounda-  As  to  any  claim  on  the  part  ef 

ries,  I  dso  cited  the  charter  of  Britain  under  the  voyage  of  ca^ 

Louis  XIV.,  to  Crozat,  by  which  tain  Cook,  I  remarked,  that  m 

^^  all  the  country  drained  by  the  was  sufficiently  superseded,  (ptfi* 

waters  emptying  directlf  or  indi-  ing  by  every  thing  else,)  by  Aa 

rectly  into  the  Mississippi,"  is  de-  journal  of  the  Spanish  expeSliBB 

dared  to  be  comprehended  under  from  San  Bias,  m  1775.  keptl^ 
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kntonio  Maurelle,  for  an  ac-  larging  and  inftinting  upon   their 

of  which,  Treferred  the  Bri-  objections  to  it,  as  1  have  already 

lenipotentiaries  to  the  work  stated  them.     Nor  were  they  less 

nes  Barrington,  a  British  au-  decided  in  their  renewed  unpeach- 

In  that  expedition,  consist-  ments  of  the  title  of  Spain.     They 

a  frigate  and  schooner,  fitted  said,  that  it  was  well  known  to 

the  viceroy  of  Mexico,  the  them  what  had  formerly  been  the 

west  Coast  was    visited  in  pretensions  of  Spain  to  absolute 

e  45,  47,  49,  53,  55,  56,  57,  sovereignty   and   dominion  in  the 

),  not  one  of  which  points.  South  seas,  and  over  all  the  shores 

w^s  good  reason  for  behev-  of  America  which  they  washed ; 

id  ever  been  explored,  or  as  but,  that  these  were   pretensions 

as  seen,  up  to  that  day,  by  which  Britain  had  never  admitted : 

lavigator   of  Great   Britain,  on  the  contrary,  she  had  strenuous- 

was,  too,  I  said,  the  voyage  ly  resisted  them.     They  referred 

n  Peres,  prior  to  1775  ;  that  to  the  note  of  the  British  minister 

jilar,  in  1601,  who  explored  to  the  court  of  Spain,  of  May  16th, 

>ast  in  latitude  45;  that  of  1790,  in  which   Britain  had  not 

ca,  in  1592,  who  explored  it  only  asserted. a  full  right  to  an  un- 

tude  48,  giving  the   name,  interrupted  commerce  and  naviga- 

they  still  bore,  to  the  straits  tion  in  the  Pacific,  but  also  that  of 

it    latitude,    without   going  forming,  with  the  consent  of  the 

h  a   much   longer    list    of  natives,    whatever    establishments 

early  Spanish  navigators  in  she  thought  proper  on  the  North- 

m,  whose  discoveries  were  west  Coast,  in  parts  not  already 

sedly  of  a  nature  to  put  out  occupied  by  other  nations.     This 

w  those  of  ail  other  nations,  had  always  been  the  doctrine  of 

bed  by  saying,  that,  in  the  Great  Britain,  and  from  it,  nothing 

D  of   my   government,    the  that  was  due,  in  her  estimation,  to 

i  the  United  States  to  the  other  powers,  now  called  upon  her 

of  that  coast,  from  latitude  in  any  degree  to  depart. 

\  as  far  north  as  latitude  60,  As  to  the  alleged  prior  diacove* 

tiierefore,  superior  to  that  of  ries  of  Spain,  all  along  that  coast, 

],  or  any  other  power  ;  first,  Britain  did  not  admit  them,  but 

ifa  the  proper  claim  of  the  with  great  qualification.    She  could 

I  States  by  discovery  and  set-  never  admit  that  the  mere  &ct  of 

It,   and    secondly,   as    now  Spanish  navigators  having  first  seen 

Dg  in  the  place  of  Spain,  and  the  coast  at  particular  points,  even 

g  in  their  hands  all  her  title,  where  this  was  capable  of  being 

ther  my  remarks  nor  my  au-  substantiated  as  the  fact,  without 

es,  of  which  I  have  endea-  any  subsequent  or  efficient  acts  of 

1  to  present  an  outline,  made  sovereignty  or  settlement  following 

Qpression   upon  the   British  on  the  part  of  Spain,  was  suffi- 

otentiaries  which  I  was  desi-  cient  to  exclude  all  other  nations 

that  tlicy  should  have  pro-  from  that  portion   of  the  globe. 

.    They  repeated  their  ani-  Besides,  they  said,  emi  on  the 

denials  of  the  title  of  the  score  of  prior  discoTe^'oii  that 

1  States,  as  alleged  to  have  coast,  at  least  as  far  up  as  the  48tli 

acquired  by  themselves,  en-  degree  of  north  latitude,  Britain 
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herself  had  a  claim  over  all  other 
nations. 

Here  they  referred  to  Drake's 
expedition  in  1578,  who,  as  they 
said,  explored  that  coast  on  the 
part  of  England,  from  37  to  48 
north,  making  formal  claim  to  these 
limits  in  the  name  of  Elizabeth, 
and  giving  the  name  of  New  Al- 
bion to  all  the  country  which  they 
comprehended.  Was  this,  they 
asked,  to  be  reputed  nothing  in 
the  comparison  of  prior  discove- 
ries, and  did  it  not  even  take  in  a 
large  part  of  the  very  coast  now 
claimed  by  the  United  States  as  of 
prior  discovery  on  their  side  ?  Such 
was  the  character  of  their  remarks 
on  this  part  of  the  title.  In  con- 
nection witli  them,  they  called  my 
attention  to  the  report  of  a  select 
committee  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, in  April  last,  on  the 
{subject  of  Columbia  river.  There 
is  a  letter  from  general  Jcsup  in 
this  report,  adopted  by  the  commit- 
tee as  part  of  the  report,  and  which, 
as  the  British  plenipotentiaries  said, 
had  acquired  importance  in  the  eyes 
of  their  government  from  that  fact. 
They  commented  upon  several  pas- 
sages of  this  letter,  a  newspaper 
copy  of  which  they  held  in  their 
hands,  but  chiefly  on  that  part 
which  contains  an  intimation  that 
a  removal  from  our  territory  of  all 
British  subjects,  now  allowed  to 
trade  on  the  waters  of  the  Colum- 
bia, might  become  a  necessary  mea- 
sure on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
as  soon  as  the  convention  of  1818 
had  expired.  Of  this  intimation 
the  British  plenipotentiaries  com- 
plained, as  one  calculated  to  put 
Great  Britain  especially  upon  her 
guard,  arriving,  as  the  document 
did,  at  iKvlnoment  when  a  friendly 
negotiation  was  pending  between 
the  two  powers,  for  the  adjustment 


of  their  relative  and  conflicting 
claims  to  that  entire  district  d* 
country.  Had  I  any  knowledge, 
they  asked,  of  this  document  ?  I 
rephed  that  I  had  not,  as  commu- 
nicated to  me  by  my  government. 
All  that  I  could  bay  of  it  was,  and 
this  I  would  say  confidently,  that  I 
was  sure  it  had  been  conceived  in 
no  unfriendly  spirit  towards  Great 
Britain.  Yet,  I  was  bound,  une- 
quivocally, to  re-assert,  and  so  I 
requested  the  British  plenipoten- 
tiaries would  consider  me  as  doing, 
the  full  and  exclusive  sovereign^ 
of  the  United  States  over  the  whole 
of  the  territory  beyond  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  washed  by  the  river 
Columbia,  in  manner  and  extent 
as  I  had  stated,  subject,  of  course, 
to  whatever  existing  conventional 
arrangements  they  may  have  fbmh 
ed  in  regard  to  it  with  other  pow- 
ers. Their  title  to  this  whole  coun* 
try  they  considered  as  not  to  be 
shaken.  It  had  oAen  been  pro- 
claimed in  the  legislative  discus- 
sions of  the  nation,  and  was  other- 
wise public  before  the  world.  Its 
broad  and  stable  foundations  were 
laid  in  the  first  uncontradicted  dis- 
covery of  that  river,  both  at  its 
mouth  and  at  its  source,  followed 
up  by  an  efifective  settlement,  and 
that  settlement  the  earliest  ever 
made  upon  its  banks.  If  a  title 
in  the  United  States,  thus  trtih 
scendent,  needed  confirmation,  it 
might  be  sought  in  their  now  am* 
ting  to  it  the  title  of  Spain.  It 
was  not  the  intention  of  the  United 
States,  I  remarked,  to  repoee  upoi 
any  of  the  extreme  pretensions  of 
that  power  to  speculative  dominicNi 
in  those  seas,  which  grew  ap  in  kiB 
enlightened  ages,  however  cowb^ 
nanced  in  those  ages;  nor  bad  A 
as  their  plenipotentiary,  sought  ai? 
aid  &om  such  pretensions ;  but.  to 
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iztent  of  the  just  claims  of  as  her  western  boundary  upon  that 

,  grounded  upon  her  fair  en-  continent. 

96  and  resources,  at  periods        Our  discussions,  which  grew  into 

her  renown  for  both,  fiUed  length,  and  only  a  condensed  view 

irope,  the  United  States  had  of  which  I  have  aimed  at  present- 

eded,  and,  upon  claims  of  this  ing  to  you,  terminated  without  any 

cter,  it  had,  therefore,  become  change  of  opinion  on  either  side. 

11  their  right  as  their  duty  to  They  were  ended  on  the   side  ,of 

I  asserted  again  the  incon-  Great  Britain,  by  her  plenipoten- 

le  priority  of  Spanish  disco-  tiaries  repeating,  that  they  found 

I  on  the  coast  in  question.     I  it  altogether  impossible  to  accede, 

ed  to  the  voyage  of  Cortez,  either  to  the  proposal  of  the  United 

in  15v57,  discovered  Califor-  States,  or  to  the  reasoning  invoked 

to  those  of  A]ai'9on  and  Co-  in  its  support.     That,  nevertheless* 

lo,  in  1540;  to  that  of  Ca-  they  desired  to  lay  a  foundation  of 

,  in  1542;  all  of  whom  were  harmony  between  the  two  coun- 

to  Drake,  and   the  last  of  tries  in  that   part  of-  the  globe. 

1  made  the  coast,  by  all  the  That,  with  this  view,  and,  setting 

mts  that  are  given,  as  high  up  aside  the  discordant  principles  of 

itude  44.     As  to   Drake,  I  the  two  governments,  in  the  hope 

that,   altliough   Fleurieu,  in  of  promoting  it,  they  had  to  pro- 

itroduction  to  Marchand,  did  pose,  first,  that  the  third  article  of 

t  that  he  got  as  far  north  as  the  convention  of  October,  1818, 

et  Hakluyt,  who  wrote  almost  should  now  be  considered  as  at  an 

B  time  that  Drake  flourished,  end.     Secondly,  that,  instead  of  it, 

OS  us  that  he  got  no  higher  the  boundary  Ime  between  the  ter- 

43,  having  put  back  at  that  ritories,  respectively  claimed  by  the 

fi-om  "the  extreme  cold."  two  powers,  westward  of  the  Rocky 

le  later  autliors  or  compilers.  Mountains,-  should  be  drawn  due 

who  spoke  of  his  voyage,  west,  along  the  49th  parallel  of  lati- 
▼er  they  might  differ  as  to  tude,  to  the  point  where  it  strikes 
egree  of  latitude  to  which  he  the  northeastemmost  branch  of  the 
,  adopted  from  Hakluyt  this  Columbia,  and  thence,  down,  along 
ff  his  having  turned  back  from  the  middle  of  the  Columbia,  to  the 
itensity  of  the  weather.  The  Pacific  ocean  ;  the  navigation  of 
mderance  of  probability,  there-  this  river  to  be  forever  firee  to  the 
I  alleged,  as  well  as  of  autho-  subjects  and  citizens  of  both  na- 
was,  that  Drake  did  not  get  tions :  and  further,  that  the  sub- 
id  43  along  that  coast.  At  jects  or  citizens  of  either  should 
irents,  it  was  certain  that  he  not,  in  future,  be  allowed  to  form 
nade  no  settlements  there,  and  settlements  within  the  limits  to'  be 
bsence  of  these  would,  under  thus  assigned  to  the  other,  with  a 
loctrinc  of  Great  Britain,  as  saving  in  favor  of  settlements  al* 
ed  by  her  to  Spain,  prevent  ready  formed  within  the  prohibited 
itle  whatever  attaching  to  his  limits,  the  proprietors  or  occupants 
xed  discoveries.  They  were,  of  which,  on  both  sides,  should  be  al- 
over,  put  out  of  view  by  the  lowed  to  remain  ten  years  longer. 
f  of  1763,  by  which  Britam  They  remarked,  that,  in  sui>mitr 
$d  to  consider  the  Mississippi  ting  it,  they  considered  Great  Bri- 
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tain  as  departing  largely  from  the 
full  extent  of  her  right,  and  that, 
if  accepted  by  the  United  States, 
it  would  impose  upon  her  the  ne- 
cessity, ultimately,  of  breaking  up 
four  or  five  settlements,  formed  by 
her  subjects  within  the  limits  that 
would  become  prohibited  ;  and  that 
they  had  formed,  under  the  belief 
of  their  foU  right,  as  British  sub- 
jects, to  settle  there.  But  their 
government  was  willing,  they  said, 
to  make  these  surrenders,  for  so 
they  considered  them,  in  a  spirit  of 
compromise,  on  points  where  the 
two  nations  stood  so  divided. 

I  instantly  declared  to  the  British 
plenipotentiaries  my  utter  inability 
to  accept  such  a  boundary  as  they 
had  proposed.  I  added,  at  the 
same  time,  that  I  knew  how  the 
spirit  of  just  accommodation  also 
animated  the  government  of  the 
United  States  upon  this  occasion. 
That,  in  compliance  with  this  spirit, 
and  in  order  to  meet  Great  Britain 
on  ground  that  might  be  deemed 
middle,  I  would  consent  so  far  to 
vary  the  terms  of  my  own  proposal, 
annexed  to  the  twelfth  protocol,  as 
to  shift  its  southern  line  as  low  as 
49,  in  place  of  51.  I  desired  it  to 
be  understood,  that  this  was  the 


extreme  limit  to  which  1  was  au- 
thorised to  go :  and  that,  in  bong 
willing  to  make  this  change,  I  too 
considered  the  United  States  as 
abating  their  rights,  in  the  hope  of 
being  able  to  put  an  end  to  all 
conflict  of  claims,  between  the  two 
nations,  to  the  coast  and  country 
in  dispute. 

The  British  plenipotentaries,  af- 
ter having  this  modification  of  my 
first  proposal  a  fortnight  under 
consideration,  rejected  it,  and  they 
made  me  no  new  proposal  in  re- 
turn. 

They  did  not,  in  terms,  enter 
their  rejection  of  this,  my  second 
proposal,  on  the  protocol,  and  I 
did  not  urge  it,  thinking  that  tiieir 
abstinence,  as  far  as  it  could  have 
any  effect,  might  tend  to  leave  the 
door  somewhat  less  permanently 
closed  against  re-consideration, 
should  the  proposal,  as  so  mo£- 
fied  by  mc,  ever  be  again  made. 
But  it  is  right  for  me  to  state,  that 
they  more  than  once  declared,  at 
the  closing  hours  of  the  negotia- 
tion, that  tiie  boundary  maikd  out 
in  their  own  written  prc^posal,  was 
one  from  which  the  government  of 
the  United  States  must  not  expect 
Great  Britain  to  depart. 


General  Ccmoention  qf  Peace,  AjirrY,  Commerce,  and  NavioatioSi 
feftoeen  the  Uioted  States  of  America  and  the  Fedebatxon  of  dl 
Ceioikb  of  America. 


ARTICLE  1st. 

There  shall  be  a  perfect,  firm, 
and  inviolable  peace  and  sincere 
fiiendflhip  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  Federa- 
tion of  the  Centre  of  America,  in 
all  the  extent  of  their  possessions 
and  territories,  and  between  their 
people  and  citizens,  respectively, 
without  distinction  of  persons  or 
places. 


ARTICLE  2d.     • 

Tlie  United  States  of  Ameriea, 
and  the  Federation  of  the  Centn 
of  America,  desiring  to  live  ■ 
peace  and  harmony  with  aU  the 
other  nations  of  the  earthy  hv 
means  of  a  policy  frank  and  eqiuit 
ly  friendly  with  all,  engage  nmta- 
ally  not  to  grant  any  particiAv 
favor  to  other  nations,  in  remet 
of  commerce  and  navigation,  wmch 
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lot  immediately  become  com- 

0  the  other  party,  who  shall 
the  same  freely,  if  the  con- 
n  was  freely  made,  or  on  al- 

1  the  same  compensation,  if 
ocession  was  conditional. 

ARTICLE  3d. 

)  two  high  contracting  par- 
being  likewise  desirous  of 
g  the  commerce  and  naviga- 
f  their  respective  countries 
8  liberal  basis  of  perfect 
ty  and  reciprocity,  mutually 
that  the  citizens  of  each  may 
ut  all  the  coasts  and  coun- 
>f  the  other,  and  reside  and 
here,  in  all  kinds  of  produce, 
actures,  and  merchandise, 
ley  shall  enjoy  all  the  rights, 
ges,  and  exemptions,  in  navi- 
and  commerce,  which  na- 
tisens  do  or  shall  enjoy,  sub- 
g  themselves  to  the  laws, 
0,  and  usages,  there  csta- 
i,  to  wliich  native  citizens 
biected.  But  it  is  understood 
lua  article  does  not  include 
ABting  trade  of  either  coun- 
16  regulation  of  which  is  re- 
[  by  the  parties,  respectively, 
lii^  to  their  own  separate 

ARTICLE  4th. 

ff  likewise  agree,  that  what- 
ind  of  produce,  manufacture, 
nchandise,  of  any  foreign 
7,  can  be,  from  time  to  time, 
ly  imported  into  the  U.  States, 
ir  own  vessels,  may  be^also 
ted  in  vessels  of  the  Federa- 
'the  Centre  of  America ;  and 
10  higher  or  other  duties, 
the  tonnage  of  the  vessel,  or 
irgo,  shall  be  levied  and  col- 
,  whether  the  importation  be 
in  vessels  of  the  one  country, 
Jie  other.  And  in  like  man- 
lat  whatever  kind  of  produce, 
bctures,  or  merchandise,  of 


any  foreign  country,  can  be,  from 
time  to  time,  lawfully  imported  into 
the  Central  Republic,  in  its  own 
vessels,  may  be  also  imported  in 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  no  higher  or  other  duties, 
upon  the  tonnage  of  the  vessel,  or 
her  cargo,  shall  be  levied  and  col- 
lected, whether  the  importation  be 
made  in  vessels  of  the  one  countrv« 
or  of  the  other.  And  they  further 
agree,  that  whatever  may  be  Uw- 
fidly  exported,  or  re-exported,  from 
the  one  country,  in  its  uwn  vessels, 
to  any  foreign  country,  may,  in  like 
manner,  be  exported,  or  re-export- 
ed in  the  vessels  of  the  other  coun- 
try. And  the  same  bounties,  du- 
ties, and  drawbacks,  shall  be  al- 
lowed and  collected,  whether  such 
exportation,  or  re-exportation,  be 
made  in  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  Central  Republic. 

ARTICLE  5th. 

No  higher  or  other  duties  shall 
be  imposed  on  the  importation  into 
the  United  States  of  any  articles, 
the  produce  or  manufiu^tures  of  the 
Federation  of  the  Centre  of  Ame- 
rica, and  no  higher  or  other  dutias 
shall  be  imposed  on  the  importa- 
tion into  the  Federation  tk  the 
Centre  of  America,  of  any  articles, 
the  produce  or  manufactures  of  the 
United  States,  than  are,  or  shall  be. 
payable  on  the  like  articles,  being 
the  produce  or  manu&ctures  of 
any  other  foreign  country ;  nor 
shall  any  higher,  or  other  duties, 
or  charges,  be  imposed  in  either 
of  the  two  countries,  on  the  ex- 
portation of  any  articles  to  the 
United  States,  or  to  the  Federa- 
tion of  the  Centre  of  America, 
respectively,  than  such  as  are  paya- 
ble on  the  exportation  of  the  like 
articles  to  any  other  foreign  coun* 
try :  nor  shall  any  prohibition  bt 
imposed  on  the  exportatioii  or  im- 
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portation  of  any  articles,  the  pro- 
duce or  manuiactures  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  of  the  Federation  of 
tlic  Centre  of  America,  to  or  from 
llic  territories  of  the  United  States 
or  to  or  from  the  territories  of  the 
Federation  of  the  Centre  of  Ame- 
rica, which  shall  not  equally  ex- 
tend to  all  otlicr  nations. 

ARTICLE  Gth. 

It  is  likewise  agreed,  that  it  shall 
be  wholly  free  for  all  merchants, 
commanders  of  shii^s,  and  other 
citizens,  of  both  countries,  to  ma- 
nage themselves,  tlieir  own  busi- 
ness, in  all  the  ports  and  places 
Hubject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  each 
otlicr,  Hs  well  with  respect  to  the 
consignment  and  sale  of  their 
goods  and  merchandise,  by  whole- 
sale or  retail,  as  with  respect  to 
the  loading,  unloading  and  sending 
off  their  ships ;  they  being,  in  all 
these  cases,  to  be  treated  as  citi- 
zens of  the  comitry  in  which  they 
reside,  or  at  least  to  be  placed  on 
a  footing  with  the  subjects  or  citi- 
zens of  the  most  favored  nation. 

ABTICLE  7th. 

The  citizens  of  neither  of  the 
contracting  parties  shall  be  liable 
to  any  embargo,  nor  be  detained 
witli  their  vessels,  cargoes,  mer- 
chandise, or  eflccts,  for  any  mili- 
tary expedition,  nor  for  any  public 
or  private  purpose  whatever,  with- 
out allowing  to  those  interested  a 
sufficient  indemnification. 

ARTICLE  8th. 

Whenever  Uie  citizens  of  either 
of  the  contracting  parties  shall  be 
forced  to  seek  re^ge  or  asylum  in 
the  rivers,  bays,  ports,  or  dominions, 
of  the  other,  with  their  vessels, 
whether  merchant  or  of  war,  public 
or  private,  through  stress  of  weath- 
er, pursuit  of  pirates,  or  enemies, 
they  shall  be  received  and  treated 
with  humanity,  giving  to  them  all 


favor  and  protection  for  repairing 
their  ships,  procuring  provisions, 
and  placing  themselves  in  a  situa- 
tion to  continue  their  voyage  with- 
out obstacle  or  hindrance  of  any 
kind. 

ARTICLE  9th. 

An  the  ships,  merchandise,  and 
effects,  belonging  to  the  citizens 
of  one  of  the  contracting  parties, 
wliich  may  be  captur^  by  pi- 
rates, whether  within  the  limits  of 
its  jurisdiction  or  on  the  high  sen, 
and  may  be  carried  or  found  in  the 
rivers,  roads,  bays,  ports,  or  do- 
minions, of  the  other,  shall  be  de- 
livcred  up  to  the  owners,  they 
proving,  in  due  and  proper  fonn, 
their  rights,  before  the  competent 
tribunals;  it  being  well  under- 
stood, that  the  claim  should  be 
made  within  the  term  of  <me  yeir 
by  tlie  parties  themselves,  their 
attorneys,  or  agents  of  the  reflec- 
tive governments. 

ARTICLE  10th. 

When  any  vessel  belonging  to 
the  citizens  of  either  of  the  con- 
tracting parties,  shall  be  wrecked, 
foundered,  or  shall  suffer  any  di- 
mage  on  tlie  coasts,  or  whiun  the 
dominions  of  the  other,  there  ahiD 
be  given  to  them  all  assistaiiee 
and  protection,  in  the  samemni- 
ner  which  is  usual  and  customny 
with  the  vessels  of  the  natioD 
where  tlie  damage  happens,  per- 
mitting them  to  unload  the  sad 
vessel,  if  necessary,  of  its  merchn- 
dise  and  effects,  without  ezaetivf 
for  it  any  duty,  impost,  or  coollV' 
bution  whatever,  until  they  OBaybe 
exported. 

ARTICLE    11th. 

The  citizens  of  each  dt  the  con- 
tracting parties  shaD  have  povar 
to  dispose  of  their  peraooal  goods 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other, 
by  sale,  donation,  testamenti  or 
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rite^  and   their   representa-  cases  which  may  concern  them, 

being  citizens  of  the  other  and  Ukowise  at  the  taking  of  aU 

shall  succeed  to  their  said  examinations  and  evidence  whicJi 

lal  goods^  whether  by  testa-  may  be  exhibited  in  the  said  trials. 

or  ab  iniestato^  and  they  may  article  13th. 

possession  thereof,  cither  by  It  a  likewise  agreed,  that  the 

bItcs    or    others  acting   for  most  perfect  and  entire  security  of 

and  dispose  of  the  same  at  conscience  shall  be  enjoyed  by  tlie 

will,  paying  such  dues  only  citizens  of  both  the  contracting 

I  inhabitants  of  the  country,  parties  in  the  countries  subject  to 

in  said  goods  are,  shall  be  the  jurisdiction  of  the  one  and  the 

t  to  pay  in  like  cases :  And  other,  without  their  being  liable  to 

the  case  of  real  estate,  the  be  disturbed  or  molested  on  ac- 

heirs    would    be    prevented  count  of  their  religious  belief,  so 

entering  into  the  possession  long  as  they  respect  the  laws  and 

inheritance,  on  account  of  established  usages  of  the  country, 

character   of   aliens,    there  Moreover,  the  bodies  of  the  citi- 

^  granted  to  them  the  term  zens  of  one  of  the    contracting 

98  years  to  dispose  of  the  parties,  who  may  die  in  the  tcrri- 

as  they  may  think  proper,  tories  of  the  other,  shall  be  buried 

o    withdraw    the    proceeds  in  the  usual  burying  grounds,  or  in 

it  molestation,  and  exempt  otlier  decent  or  suitable  places,  and 

■n  duties  of  detraction,  on  shall  be  protected  from  violation  or 

rt  of  the  government  of  the  disturbance, 

tive  states.  article  14th. 

ARTICLE  12th.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  tlie  citizens 

h    the    contracting    parties  of  the  United  States  of  America 

16.  and  engage,  formally,  to  and  of  the  Federation  of  the  Cen- 

heir   special    protection   to  tre  of  America  to  sail  with  their 

snons  and  property  of  the  ships,  with  all  manner  of  liberty 

B  of  each  othe^,  of  all  occu-  and  security,  no  distinction  being 

I,  who  may  be  in  the  terri-  made  who  are  the  proprietors  of  the 

subject  to  the  jurisdiction  merchandise  laden  thereon,  from 

one  or  the  other,  transient  any  port,  to  the  places  of  those  who 

fling  therein  ;  leaving  open  are  now,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  at 

ee  to  them  the  tribunals  of  enmity  with  either  of  the  contract- 

for  their  judicial  recource,  ing  parties.     It  shall  likewise  be 

same  terms  which  are  usual  lawful  for  the  citizens  aforesaid,  to 

flntomary  with  the    natives  sail  with  the  ships  and  merchandise 

lens  of  the  country  in  which  beforementioned,    and     to    trade 

lay  be  ;  for  which  they  may  with  the  same  hberty  and  security, 

r,  in  defence  of  their  rights,  from  the  places,  ports,  and  havens, 

idvocates,    solicitors,   nota-  of  those  who  are  enemies  of  botli^ 

gents,  and  factors,  as  they  or  either  party,  without  any  oppo- 

odge  proper,    in    all    their  sition  or  disturbance  whatsoever, 

t  law  ;  and  such  citizens  or  not  only  directly  from  tlie  places  of 

shall  have  free  opportunity  the    enemy  beforementioned,    to 

iresent  at  the  decisions  and  neutral  places,  but  also  from  one 

ies  of  the  tribunals,  in  all  place,  bdongin^  to  an  enemy,  iir 
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another  place,  belonging  to  an 
<^neniy,  whether  they  be  under  the 
Jurisdiction  of  one  power  or  under 
several.  And  it  is  hereby  stipu* 
lated,  that  free  ships  shall  dso  give 
freedom  to  goods,  and  that  every 
thing  shall  be  deemed  to  be  free 
and  exempt,  which  shall  be  found 
on  board  the  ships  belonging  to  the 
citizens  of  either  of  the  contract- 
ing parties,  although  the  whole 
lading,  or  any  part  thereof,  should 
appertain  to  the  cnepies  of  either, 
contraband  goods  being  always  ex- 
cepted. It  is  also  agreed,  in  like 
manner,  that  the  same  liberty  be 
extended  to  persons  who  are  on 
board  a  free  ship,  with  this  effect, 
that,  although  they  be  enemies  to 
both,  or  either  party,  they  are  not 
to  be  taken  out  of  that  free  ship, 
unless  they  are  officers  or  soldiers, 
and  in  the  actual  service  of  the 
enemies  :  Provided,  however,  and 
it  is  hereby  agreed,  that  the  stipu- 
lations in  this  article  contained, 
declaring  that  the  flag  shall  cover 
the  property,  shall  be  understood 
as  i^iplying  to  those  powers  only 
who  recognise  this  principle ;  but, 
if  either  of  the  two  contracting 
parties  shall  be  at  war  with  a  third, 
and  the  other  neutral,  the  flag  of 
tlie  neutral  shall  cover  the  property 
of  the  enemies,  whose  govern- 
ments acknowledge  this  principle, 
and  not  of  others. 

ASTIOLE  15th. 
It  is  likewise  agreed,  that,  in 
the  case  where  the  neutral  flag  of 
one  of  the  contracting  parties  shall 
protect  the  property  of  the  enemies 
of  the  other,  by  virtue  of  the  above 
stipulation,  it  shall  always  be  un- 
derstood that  the  neutral  property 
found  on  board  such  enemy's  ves- 
sels shall  be  held  and  considered 
as  enemy's  property,  and  as  such 
shall  be  liable  to  detention  and  con- 


fiscatioD,  except  such  property  as 
was  put  on  board  such  ▼easel  be- 
fore the  declaration  of  war,  or  evea 
afterwards,  if  it  were  done  without 
the  knowledge  of  it ;  but  the  con- 
tracting parties  agree^  that  two 
months  having  elapsed  afler  the 
declaration,  their  citizens  shall  not 
plead  ignorance  thereof.  On  the 
contrary,  if  the  flag  of  the  neutral 
does  not  protect  the  enemy's  pie> 
perty,  in  that  case  the  goods  ud 
merchandise  of  the  neutral,  ei» 
barked  in  such  enemy^s  ships,  sfail 
be  free. 

ARTICLB  16th. 

This  liberty  of  navigation  ud 
commerce  shall  extend  to  all  kiodi 
of  merchandise,  excepting  those 
only  which  are  distingui^ied  by 
the  name  of  contraband,  and  un- 
der this  name  of  contraband,  or 
prohibited  goods,  shall  be  com* 
prehcnded — 

1st.  Cannons,  mortars,  bowitz^ 
ers,  swivels,  blunderbusses,  mus- 
kets, fuzees,  rifles,  carbines,  pis- 
tols, pikes,  swords,  sabres,  lances;, 
spears,  halberds,  and  granadesi 
bombs,  powder,  matcha,  baUi, 
and  all  other  things  bekmginglo 
the  use  of  these  arms. 

2dly.  Bucklers,  helmetB,  hnmk 
plates,  coats  of  mail,  inftntry  belli 
and  clothes,  made  up  in  die  Ibni 
and  for  a  military  use.  ' 

3dly.  Cavalry  belts  and  honsii 
with  their  flimiture. 

4thly.  And  generally  aU  kiodi 
of  arms  and  instruments  of  iraBt 
steel,  brass,  and  copper,  or  of  Mf 
other  materials  manufacUiredi  yse* 
pared,  and  formed,  expreasly  10 
make  war  by  sea  or  land. 

ASTICLB  17th. 

All  other  merchandise  and  thi^p 
not  comprehended  in  the  artichsef 
contraband  explicitly  enumonlad 
and  clamfied  as  above*  sindl  be 
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lai  considered  as  free,  and 
M  of  free  and  lawful  Conn- 
ie 80  that  they  may  bo  carried 
«nsf>orted  in  the  freest  man* 
r  both  the  contracting  [mrties, 

0  places  belonging  to  an  ene- 
acepting  only  those  places 

are  at  that  time  besieged  or 
ided  ;  and  to  avoid  all  doubt 

1  particular,  it  is  declared  that 
places  only  are  besieged  or 

ided  which  are  actuaJly  at- 
1  by  a  belligerent  force  ca- 
of  preventing  the   entry  of 
9Utral. 

AllTICLB  18th. 

3  articles  of  contraband,  be- 
enumerated    and    classified, 

may  be  found  in  a  vessel 
1  for  an  enemy^s  port,  shall 
faject  to  detention  and  con- 
on,  leaving  free  the  rest  of 
irgo  and  the  ship,  that  the 
«  may  dispose  of  them  as 
lee  proper.      No    vessel  of 

of  the  two  nations  shall  be 
ed  on  the  high  seas  on  ac- 
of  having  on  board  articles 
itaband,  whenever  the  mas- 
iptain,  or  supercargo  of  said 
B  will  deliver  up  the  articles 
itraband  to  the  captor,  unless 
imntity  of  such  articles  be  so 
lad  of  so  large  a  bulk  that 
sannot  be  received  on  board 
ipturing  ship  without  great 
ronience  ;  but  in  this,  and  in 
her  cases  of  just  detention, 
«k1  detained  shall  be  sent  to 
Barest  convenient  and  safe 
for  trial  and  judgment,  ac- 
ig  to  law. 

ASTICLE  19th. 
A  whereas  it  frequently  hap- 
that  vessels  sail  for  a  port 
ice  belonging  to  an  enemy, 
Bt  knowing  Uiat  the  same  is 
fed,  blockaded,  or  invested, 
agreed^  that  every  vessel  so 


[46 


may  be  turned  away 
from  such  port  or  place,  but  shall 
not  be  detained,  nor  shall  any  part 
of  her  cargo,  if  not  contraband, 
be  confisciied,  unless,  after  warn- 
ing of  such  blockade  or  invest- 
ment, from  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  blockading  forces,  she  shall 
again  attempt  to  enter  ;  but  she 
shall  be  permitted  to  go  to  any 
other  port  or  place  she  shall  think 
proper.  Nor  shall  any  vessel  of 
either,  that  may  have  entered  into 
such  port  before  the  same  was  ac* 
tually  besieged,  blockaded,  or  in* 
vested,  by  the  other,  be  restrained 
from  quitting  such  place,  with  her 
cargo,  nor,  3*  found  therein,  after 
the  reduction  and  surrender,  shaJl 
such  vessel  or  her  cargo  be  liable 
to  confiscation,  but  they  shall  be 
restored  to  the  owners  thereof. 

ABTICUB  2(hh. 

In  order  to  prevent  all  kind  of 
disorder  in  the  visiting  and  exami- 
nation of  the  ships  and  cargoes  of 
both  the  contracting  parties  on  the 
high  seas,  they  have  agreed,  muta* 
ally,  that  whenever  a  vessel  of  war, 
pubhc  or  private,  shall  meet  with 
a  neutral  of  the  other  contracting 
party,  the  first  shall  remain  out  of 
cannon  shot,  and  may  send  its  boat, 
with  two  or  three  men  onlv,  in  or- 
der  to  execute  the  said  examina- 
tion of  the  papers  concerning  the 
ownership  and  cargo  of  the  vessel, 
without  causing  the  least  extortion, 
violence,  or  ill  treatment,  for  which 
the  commanders  of  the  said  armed 
ships  shall  be  responsible  with  their 
persons  and  property ;  for  which 
purpose  the  commanders  of  said 
private  armed  vessels  shall,  before 
receiving  their  comnussions,  give 
sutficient  security  to  answer  for  all 
the  damages  they  may  commit. 
And  it  is  expressly  agreed,  that 
the  neutiml  pai^  shall  in  no  case 
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be  required  to  go  on  board  the  ex- 
amining vessel,  for  the  purpose  of 
exhibiting  her  papers,  or  for  any 
other  purpose  whatever. 
AKTICLE  21st. 

To  avoid  all  kind  of  vexation 
and  abuse  in  the  examination  of 
the  papers  relating  to  the  owner- 
ship of  the  vessels  belonging  to 
the  citizens  of  the  two  contracting 
parties,  they  have  agreed,  and  do 
agree,  that  in  case  one  of  them 
should  bo  engaged  in  war,  the 
ships  and  vessels  belonging  to  the 
citizens  of  the  other  must  be  fur- 
nished with  sea  letters  or  passports, 
expressing  the  name,  property,  and 
bulk  of  the  ship,  as  also  the  name 
and  place  of  habitation  of  the  mas- 
ter or  commander  of  said  vessel,  in 
order  that  it  may  thereby  appear 
that  the  ship  really  and  truly  be- 
longs to  the  citizens  of  one  of  the 
parties  ;  they  have  likewise  agreed, 
that  such  ships  being  laden,  be- 
sides the  said  sea-letters  or  pass- 
ports, shall  also  be  provided  with 
certificates,  containing  the  several 
particulars  of  the  cargo,  and  the 
place  whence  the  ship  sailed,  so 
that  it  may  be  known  whether  any 
forbidden  or  contraband  goods  be 
-on  board  the  same:  which  certifi- 
cates shall  be  made  out  by  the 
ofiicers  of  the  place  whence  the 
ship  sailed,  in  the  accustomed 
form ;  without  which  requisites, 
said  vessel  may  be  detained  to  be 
adjudged  by  the  competent  tribu- 
nal, and  may  be  declared  legal 
prize,  unless  the  said  defects  sludl 
be  satisfied  or  supplied  by  testi- 
mony entirely  equivdent. 
AsncLE  22d. 

It  is  fiirther  agreed,  that  the 
stipulations  above  expressed,  rela- 
tive to  the  visiting  and  examina- 
tion of  vessels,  shall  apply  only  to 
those  which  sail  without  convoy ; 


and  when  said  vessels  shall  be  on* 
der  convoy,  the  verbal  declaration 
of  the  commander  of  the  convoy« 
on  his  word  of  honor,  that  the  ves- 
sels under  his  protection  belong  to 
the  nation  whose  flag  he  carries— > 
and  when  they  are  bound  to  an 
enemy's  port,  that  they  have  no 
contraband  goods  on  board,  shil 
be  sufiicient 

AsncLB  23d. 
It  is  further  agreed,  that  in  al 
cases  the  established  courts  fo 
prize  causes,  in  the  country  to 
which  the  prizes  may  be  conduct- 
ed, shall  alone  take  cognisance  cf 
them.  And  whenever  such  tribe- 
nal  of  either  party  shaU  pronounee 
judgment  against  any  vessd  or 
goods,  or  property  claimed  by  tlis 
citizens  of  the  other  party,  the 
sentence  or  decree  shall  mentka 
the  reasons  or  motives  on  whick 
the  same  shall  have  been  (bunded, 
and  an  authenticated  copy  of  the 
sentence  or  decree,  and  of  aU  the 
proceedings  in  the  case,  shall,  if 
demanded,  be  delivered  to  the 
commander  or  agent  of  said  ves- 
sel, without  any  delay,  he  paying 
the  legal  fees  for  the  same. 

AKTICLE  24th. 

Whenever  one  of  the  contract- 
ing parties  shall  be  engaged  in 
war  with  another  state,  no  citiieB 
of  the  other  contracting  party.dyH 
accept  a  commission,  or  letter  if 
marque,  for  the  purpose  of  asaisliflg 
or  co-operating  hostilely,  with  iSi 
said  enemy,  against  the  said  pti^ 
so  at  war,  under  the  pain  of  baag 
treated  as  a  pirate. 

AsncLB  SSth. 

If,  by  any  fatality,  which  eaimoC 
be  expect^,  and  which  God  toK^ 
bid,  the  two  contracting  pariiaf 
should  be  engaged  in  a  war  wMi 
each  other,  they  have  agreed  and 
do  agree,  now  fbr  then,  that  there 
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shall  be  allowed  the  term  of  six  ministers  and  public  agents  of  any 

months  to  the  merchants  residmg  other  power,  shall,  by  the  same 

on  the  coasts  and  in  the  ports  of  act,  be  extended  to  those  of  each 

each  other,  and  the  term  of  one  of  the  contracting  parties, 
year  to  those  who  dwell  in  the  in-  axticub  28th. 

terior,  to  arrange  their  business.        To  make  more  effectual  the  pro- 

and  transport  their  effects  wherever  tection  which  the  United   States, 

they  please,  giving  to  them   the  andtheFederationof  the  Centre  of 

safe  conduct  necessary  for  it,  which  America  shall  afford  in  future  to 

may  serve  as  a  sufficient  protec-  the  navi|^on  and  commerce  of 

tion  until  they  arrive  at  the  desig-  the  citizens  of  each  other,  they 

Dated  port.     The  citizens  of  sdl  agree  to  receive  and  admit  consuls 

other  occupations,    who  may  be  and  vice-ccmsuls  in   all  the  ports 

established  in  the  territories  or  do-  open  to  foreign  commerce,  who 

minions  of  the  United  States  and  shall  enjoy  in  them  all  the  rights, 

of  the  Federation  of  the  Centre  of  prerogatives,    and   inmiunities    of 

America  shall  be  respected  and  the  consuls  and  vice-consuls  of  the 

maintained  in  the  iuQ  enjo3nnent  most  fovored   nation ;    each  con- 

of  their  personal  liberty  and  pro-  tracting  party,  however,  remaining 

perty,  unless  their  particular  con-  at  liberty  to  except  those  ports  and 

duct  shall  cause  them  to  forfeit  places  in  which  the  admission  and 

tins  protection  ;  which,  in  consi-  residence  of  such  consuls  may  not 

deration  of  humanity,  the  contract-  seem  convenient. 
iDg  parties  engage  to  give  them.  akticle  29th. 

iiRTicLE  26th.  In  order  that  the  consuls  and 

Neither  the  debts  due  from  in-  vice-consuls  of  the  two  contract- 

dhriduals  of  the  one  nation  to  the  ing  parties  may  ^joy  the  rights, 

indmduals  of  the  other,  nor  shares,  prerogatives,  and  immunities  which 

nor  moneys,  which  they  may  have  belong  to  them,  by  their  public 

in  public  funds,  nor  in  public  or  character,  they  shall,  before  enter- 

prhrate  banks,  shall  ever,  in  any  ing  on  the  exercise  of  their  func- 

event  of  war,  or  of  national  difier-  tions,  exhibit  their  commission  or ' 

ence,  be  sequestered  or  confiscated,  patent,  in  due  form  to  the  govem- 

articiaE  27th.  ment  to  which  they  are  accredited ; 

Both  the  contracting  parties  be-  and  having  obtained  their  exequo' 

JBg  deeirous  of  avoiding  all  ine-  tur^  they  shall  be  held  and  consi* 

quality  in  relation  to  their  public  dered  as  such,  by  tdl  the  authori- 

eommunications  and  official  inter-  ties,  magistrates,  and  inhabitants, 

eoune,  have  agreed  and  do  agree,  in  the  consular  district  in  which 

to  grant  to  the  envoys,  ministers,  they  reside. 
tnd  other  public  agents,  the  same  article  30th. 

frvors,  inununities  and  exemptions.        It  is  likewise  agreed,  that  the 

which  those  of  the  most  favored  consuls,  their  secretaries,  officers, 

nation  do  or  shall  enjoy ;  it  being  and  persons  attached  to  the  service 

understood,  that  whatever  favors,  of  consuls,  they  not  being  citizens 

immunities  or  privileges,  the  Uni-  of  the  country  in  which  the  consul 

ted  States  of  America  or  the  Fede-  resides,  shall  be  exempt  from  all 

ration  of  the  Centre  of  America,  public  service,  and  also  from  all 

nay  find  it  proper  to  give  the  kind  of  taxes,  imposts,  and  contri- 


48] 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1823—6. 


bations,  except  those  which  they 
shall  be  obliged  to  pay  on  account 
of  conunerce,  ot  their  property,  to 
which  the  citizens  and  inhabitants, 
native  and  foreign,  of  the  country 
in  which  they  reside  are  subject, 
being  in  every  thing  besides  subject 
to  the  laws  of  the  respective  states. 
The  archives  and  papers  of  the 
consulate  shall  be  respected  invio- 
lably, and  under  no  pretext  what- 
ever shall  any  magistrate  seize,  or 
in  any  way  interfere  with  them. 
ARTICLE  3 1st. 

The  said  consuls  siiall  have 
power  to  require  the  assistance  of 
the  authorities  of  the  country  for 
the  arrest,  detention,  and  custody 
of  deserters  from  the  pubUc  and 
private  vessels  of  their  country, 
and  for  that  purpose  they  shall 
address  themselves  to  the  courts, 
judges,  and  officers  competent, 
and  shall  demand  the  said  desert- 
ers in  writing,  proving  by  an  ex- 
hibition of  the  registers  of  the  ves* 
sePs  or  ship's  roU,  or  other  public 
documents,  that  those  men  were 
part  of  the  said  crews ;  and,  on 
this  demand  so  proved,  (saving, 
however,  where  the  contrary  is 
proved,)  the  delivery  shall  not  be 
refused.  Such  deserters,  when  ar- 
rested, shall  be  put  at  the  disposal 
of  the  said  consuls,  and  may  be 
put  in  the  public  prisons  at  the  re- 
quest and  expense  of  those  who 
reclaim  them,  to  be  sent  to  the 
ships  to  which  they  belonged,  or  to 
others  of  the  same  nation.  But  if 
they  be  not  sent  back  within  two 
months,  to  be  counted  from  the 
day  of  their  arrest,  they  shall  be 
set  at  hberty,  and  shall  be  no  more 
arrested  for  the  same  cause. 

ABTICLE  32d. 

For  the  purpose  of  more  effectu- 
aUy  protecting  their  commerce  and 
navigitkm,   die   two  contractiDg 


parties  do  hereby  agree,  as  soon 
hereafter  as  circumstances  will 
permit  them,  to  form  a  consukr 
convention,  which  shall  declare 
specially  the  powers  and  immuni- 
ties of  Uie  consub  and  vice-consab 
of  the  respective  parties. 

ARTICLX  3dd. 

The  United  States  of  America 
and  the  Federation  of  the  Centre 
of  America,  desiring  to  make  ai 
durable  as  circumstances  will  per- 
mit, the  relations  which  are  to  be 
established  between  the  two  pu^ 
ties  by  virtue  of  this  treaty,  or  g^ 
neral  convention  of  peace,  ami^, 
commerce,  and  navigation,  btfe 
declared  solemnly,  and  do  agree  to 
the  following  points : 

Ist.  The  present  treaty  shall  le? 
main  in  full  force  and  virtue  fa 
the  term  of  twelve  years,  to  be 
counted  from  the  day  of  the  e^ 
change  of  the  ratifications,  in  il 
tlie  parts  relating  to  commerce 
and  navigation  ;  and  in  all  those 
parts  which  relate  to  peace  and 
friendship,  it  shall  be  permanently 
and  perpetually  binding  on  botk 
powers. 

2dly.  If  any  one  or  more  of  tbe 
citizens  of  either  party  shall  ia- 
fringe  any  of  the  articles  of  tbii 
treaty,  such  citizen  shaU  be  held 
personally  responsible  fiir  the 
same,  and  the  harmony  and  good 
correspondence  between  the  tvo 
nations  shall  not  be  interraplri 
thereby ;  each  party  engaginf  ii 
no  way  to  protect  the  oBeodmt  m 
sanction  such  violation. 

3dly.  If,  (which,  indeed,  CMMt 
be  expect^)  unfortunately,  anyef 
the  articles  contained  in  the  pn* 
sent  treaty  shall  be  violated  or  in- 
fringed in  any  other  way  wlialeifV« 
it  is  expressly  stipulated,  that  nh 
ther  of  the  contracting  partwavB 
order  or  authorise  any  ects  of  le- 
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declare  war  against  the 
OD  complaints  of  injuries  or 
lea,  until  the  said  party  con- 
tg  itself  offended,  shall  first 
resented  to  the  other  a  state- 
of  such  injuries  or  damages, 
1  by  competent  proof,  and 
ided  justice  and  satisfaction, 
e  same  shall  have  been  either 
1  or  unreasonably  delayed. 
y.  Nothing  in  this  trea^  con- 
shall,  however,  be  construed 
trate  contrary  to  former  and 
\g  public  treaties  with  other 
igDB  or  states. 


Done  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
on  the  fifth  day  of  December, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-five,  in  the  fiftieth  year 
of  the  Independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America, 
and  the  fifth  of  that  of  the 
Federation  of  the  Centre  of 
America,  in  duplicate. 

[l.  8.1  H.  Clat. 

[l.  S.J  AKTOzfio  Jose  Canas. 


Ubssage  rfthe  President  concerning  ike  "Paxama  Mission. 

Waahmgioo,  March  15, 1B26.  which  the  agents  of  the  United 
ha  House  of  Repretentatives  of  States  are  expected  to  take  part  in 
:.^  ***"*"'  the  deHberations  of  that  congress, 

I  deem  it  proper  to  premise,  that 
these  objects  did  not  form  the  only, 
nor  even  the  principal  motive  for 
my  acceptance  of  the  invitation. 
My  first  and  greatest  inducement 
was  to  meet,  in  the  spirit  of  kind- 
ness and  friendship,  an  overture 
made  in  that  spirit  by  three  sister 
republics  of  this  hemisphere.  The 
great  revolution  -  in  human  affiurs 
which  has  brought  into  existence, 
nearly  at  the  same  time,  eight 
sovereign  and  independent  nations 
in  our  own  quarter  of  the  globe, 
has  placed  the  United  States  in  a 
situation  not  less  novel,  and  scarce- 
ly less  interesting,  than  that  in 
which  they  had  found  themselves, 
by  their  own  transition  fi^m  a 
cluster  of  colonies  to  a  nation  of 
sovereign  states.  The  deliverance 
of  the  Southern  American  repub- 
lics firom  the  oppression  under 
which  they  had  been  so  long  ai^ 
flicted,  was  hailed  with  great 
unanimity  by  the  people  of  this 
union,  as  among  the  most  auspi- 
th  f6gard  to  the  objects  in    cious  events  of  the  age.    On  the 


itadSUtea. 

compliance  with  the  resolu- 
rthe  house  of  the  5th  ultimo, 
iting  me  to  cause  to  be  laid 

the  house,  so  much  of  the 
pondence  between  the  go- 
ent  of  the  United  States,  and 
m  States  of  America  or  their 
en,  respecting  the  proposed 
BM,  or  meeting  of  diplomatic 
I  at  Panama,  and  such  in- 
tion  respecting  the  general 
sler  of  that  expected  con- 
M  may  be  in  my  possession, 
IS  may,  in  my  opinion,  be 
UDlcated  without    prejudice 

{Niblic  interest ;  and  also, 
Swm  the  house,  so  far  as  in 
ioion  the  public  interest  may 

in  regard  to  what  objects 
|i0nts  of  the  United  States 
ipected  to  take  part  in  the 
rations  of  that  congress  :  1 
taiismit  to  the  house,  a  re- 
tom  the  secretary  of  state, 
tke  correspondence  and  in- 
tion  requested  by  tlie  resolu- 
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4th  of  May,  1822,  an  act  of  con- 
gress made  an  appropriation  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  ^^  for  such 
missions  to  tlie  independent  nations 
on  the  American  continent,  as  the 
president  of  Uie  United  States 
might  deem  proper/' 

in  exercising  the  authority,  re- 
cognized by  tliis  act,  my  prede- 
cessor, by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  senate,  appointed, 
^<uccessively,  ministers  plenipoten- 
tiary to  the  republics  of  Colombia, 
Buenos  Ayres,  Chili  and  Mexico. 
Unwilling  to  raise,  among  the  fra^ 
ternity  of  freedom,  questions  of 
precedency  and  etiquette,  which 
even  tlie  European  monarchs  had 
of  late  found  it  necessary,  in  a 
great  measure,  to  discard,  he  de- 
spatched these  ministers  to  Colom- 
bia, Buenos  Ayres  and  Chili,  with- 
out exacting  from  those  republics, 
as,  by  the  ancient  principles  of 
political  primogeniture,  he  might 
Jiave  done,  that  the  compliment  of 
a  plenipotentiary  mission,  should 
have  been  [tud  first  by  them  to  tlie 
United  States.  The  instructions 
prepared,  under  his  direction,  to 
Mr.  Anderson,  the  first  of  our  mi- 
nisters to  the  souUiem  continent, 
contain,  at  much  length,  the  ge- 
neral principles,  upon  which  he 
thought  it  desirable  that  our  rela- 
tions, political  and  commercial, 
with  these  our  new  neighbors, 
should  be  established,  for  their 
benefit  and  ours,  and  that  of  the 
future  ages  of  our  posterity.  A 
copy  of  so  much  of  these  instruc- 
tions as  relates  to  tliesc  general 
subjects,  is  among  the  papers  now 
transmitted  to  the  house.  Similar 
instructions  were  furnished  to  the 
ministers  appointed  to  Buenos 
Ayres,  Chili  and  Mexico ;  and  the 
system  of  social  intercourse,  which 
it  was  the  purpose  of  those  mis- 


sions to  e8tal>li8h  from  the  first 
opening  of  our  diplomatic  relabomi 
with  those  rising  nations,  is  the 
most  effective  exposition  of  thft 
principles  upon  which  the  invita- 
tion, to  the  congress  at  Panama^ 
has  been  accepted  by  me,  as  wd|^ 
as  of  the  objects  of  negotiation  a% 
that  meeting  in  which  it  was  ex.— 
pected  that  our  plenipotentiaries 
should  take  part. 

The  house  will  perceive  that, 
even  at  the  date  of  these  instruc- 
tions, the   first   treaties  betweca 
some  of  the  southern  republics  had 
been  concluded,  by  which  they  hid 
stipulated  among  themselves  tins 
diplomatic    assembly  at  Panant. 
And  it  will  be  seen  witli  what  cm- 
tion,  so  far  as  it  might  concern  the 
policy  of  the  United  States,  and  at 
the  same  time,  with  what  frankness 
and  good  will  towards  those  na- 
tions,   he    gave    countenance  to 
their  design  of  inviting  the  United 
States  to  this  high  assembly  fa 
consultation  upon  Americam  uik' 
rests.  It  was  not  considered  a  con- 
clusive reason  for  dedimng  this 
invitation,  that  the  proposal  kn  as- 
sembling such  a  congress  liad  not 
first  been  made  by  ourselves.   It 
had  sprung  from  the  uz;gent,  inuM* 
diate,  and  momentous  commoo  in- 
terests of  the  great  communitiBa 
strugghng  for  independence,  and* 
as  it  were,  quickening  into  fife- 
From  them  Uie  propositiQii  to  V 
appeared  respectful  and  friendly: 
from  us  to  them,  it  could  Bcaied|f 
have  been  made,  without  expuang 
ourselves  to  suspicions  of  purponca 
of  ambition,  if  not  of  dominatki, 
more  suited  to  rouse  resistance  ui 
excite  distrust,  than  to  concifiate 
frivor  and   friendship.     The  ftsi 
and    paramount    principle^   19011 
which  it  was  deemed   wise  and 
just  to  lay  the  comer  atoneef  all 
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tore  relations  with  them, 
bkiieregtedness ;  the  next, 
ordial  good  will  to  them  ; 
rd  was  a  claim  of  fair  and 
reciprocity.  Under  these 
lions,  when  the  invitation 
nnally  and  earnestly  given, 
Bven  been  doubtful,  whether 
'  the  objects  proposed  for 
sration  and  discussion  at 
•ngress,  were  such  as  that 
iate  and  important  interests 
United  States  would  be  af- 
by  the  issue,  I  should,  ne- 
esBi)  have  determined,  so  far 
upended  on  me,  to  have  ac- 
the  invitation,  and  to  have 
ted  ministers  to  attend  the 
g.  The  proposal  itself  im- 
hal  the  republics,  by  whom 
made,  believed  that  impor- 
tterests  of  ours  or  of  ttieirs, 
sd  our  attendance  there  de- 
They  had  given  us  no- 
liat,  in  the  novelty  of  their 
m,  and  in  the  spirit  of  defc- 
o  our  experience,  they  would 
ued  to  have  the  benefit  of 
iendly  counsel.  To  meet 
mper  with  which  this  pro- 
made,  with  a  cold  re- 
not  thought  congenial 
:  warm  interest  in  their  wel- 
inth  which  the  people  and 
ment  of  the  union  had  hi- 
gone  hand  in  hand,  through 
ide  progress  of  the  revolu- 
To  insult  them  by  a  refusal 
ir  overture,  and  then  invite 
to  a  similar  assembly,  to  be 
by  ourselves,  was  an  expe- 
irhich  never  presented  itself 
blind.  I  would  have  sent 
m  to  the  meeting,  had  it 
merely  to  give  them  such 
as  they  might  have  desired, 
rith  reference  to  their  awn 
to,  not  involving  ours.  I 
have  sent  them  had  it  been 


merely  to  explun  and  set  forth  to 
them  our  reasons  for  dedining  any 
proposal  of  specific  measures  to 
which  they  might  desire  our  con- 
currence, but  which  we  might 
deem  incompatible  with  our  in- 
terests or  our  duties.  In  the  in- 
tercourse between  nations,  temper 
is  a  missionary,  perhaps  more 
powerful  than  talent.  Nothing 
was  ever  lost  by  kind  treatment. 
Nothing  can  be  gained  by  sullen 
repulses  and  aspiring  pretensions. 

But  objects  of  the  highest  im- 
portance, not  only  to  the  future 
welfare  of  the  whole  human  race, 
but  bearing  directly  upon  the  spe- 
cial interests  of  this  union,  will  en- 
gage the  deliberations  of  the  con- 
gress of  Panama,  whetlier  we  arc 
represented  there  or  not.  Others, 
if  we  are  represented,  may  be  of- 
fered by  our  plenipotentiaries,  for 
consideration,  having  in  view  botii 
these  great  results,  our  own  inte- 
rests, and  the  improvement  of  tlic 
condition  of  man  upon  earth.  It 
may  be,  that,  in  the  lapse  of  many 
centuries,  no  other  opportunity,  so 
fiivorable,  will  be  presented  to  the 
government  of  the  United  States, 
to  subserve  the  benevolent  pur- 
poses of  Divine  Providence,  to  dis- 
pense the  promised  blessings  of  the 
Redeemer  of  mankind  ;  to  pro- 
mote the  prevalence  in  future  ages, 
of  peace  on  earth  and  good  will  to 
man,  as  will  now  be  placed  in  their 
power,  by  participating  in  the  deli- 
berations of  this  congress. 

Among  the  topics  enumerated 
in  official  papers,  published  by  the 
republic  of  Colombia,  and  adverted 
to  in  the  correspondence  now  com- 
municated to  the  house,  as  intend- 
ed to  be  presented  for  discusaaon 
at  Panama,  there  is  scarcely  one  in 
which  the  re^tiU  of  the  meeting 
will  not  deeply  affect  the  interests 
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of  the  United  States.  Even  those 
in  which  the  belligerent  states  alone 
will  take  an  active  part,  will  have  a 
powerful  effect  upon  the  state  of 
our  relations  with  the  American, 
and  probably  with  the  principal 
European  states.  Were  it  merely 
that  wc  might  be  correctly  and 
speedily  informed  of  tlie  proceed- 
ings of  the  congress,  and  of  the 
progress  and  issue  of  their  nego- 
tiations, I  should  hold  it  advisa- 
ble, that  we  should  have  an  accre- 
dited agency  with  them,  placed  in 
such  confidential  relations  with  the 
other  members,  as  would  ensure 
the  authenticity  and  the  safe  and 
early  transmission  of  its  reports. 
Of  the  same  enumerated  topics, 
are  the  preparation  of  a  manifesto, 
setting  forth  to  the  world  the  jus- 
tice of  their  cause,  and  the  rela- 
tions they  desire  to  hold  with  other 
Christian  powers ;  and  to  form  a 
convention  of  navigation  and  com- 
merce, applicable  botli  to  the  con^ 
federated  states  and  to  their  aUies. 
It  will  be  within  the  recollection 
of  the  house,  that,  immediately  af- 
ter the  close  of  the  war  for  our  in- 
dependence, a  measure  closely  ana- 
logous to  this  congress  of  Pana- 
ma,' was  adopted  by  the  congress 
of  our  confederation,  and  for  pur- 
poses of  precisely  the  same  cha- 
racter. Three  commisraoners,  with 
plenipotentiary  powers,  were  ap- 
pointed to  negotiate  treaties  of 
amity,  navigation,  and  commerce, 
with  all  the  principal  powers  of 
Europe.  They  met  and  resided 
for  that  purpose  about  one  year  at 
Paris ;  and  the  only  result  of  their  ne- 
gotiations, at  that  time,  was  the  first 
treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  Prussia,  memorable  in  the  di- 
plomatic annals  of  the  world,  and 
precious  as  a  monument  of  the 
principles,  in  relation  to  commerce 


and  maritime  warfare,  with  which 
our  country  entered  upon  her  ci- 
reer  as    a   member  c^  the  greit 
family   of    independent     natioDi. 
This    treaty,    prepared     in    cob* 
formity  with  the  instructions  of  the 
American   plenipotentiaries,   con- 
secrated three  fundamental  prind' 
pics  of   the  foreign    intercoum, 
which  the  congress  of  that  period 
were  desirous   of  establislung.— 
First,  equal  reciprocity,  and  tiie 
mutual  stipulation  of  the  privileges 
of  the  most  favored  nation  in  the 
commercial  exchanges  of  peaee. 
Secondly,  the  abohtion  of  pnvite 
war  upon  the  ocean ;    and  thinByi 
restrictions    favorable    to   neutnl 
commerce,  upon  belligerent  pno* 
tices,  with  regard  to  contraband  of 
war  and  blockades.     A  painful,  t 
may  be  said  a  calamitous,  expofr 
ence,  of  more  than  forty  years,  his 
demonstrated  the  deep  importaooe 
of  these  same  principles,  to  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  this  Di- 
tion,  and  to  the  welfare  of  all  mt- 
ritiinc  states,  and  has  illustrated  the 
profound  wisdom  with  wluch  they 
were  assumed  as  cardinal  pointi  of 
the  policy  of  the  union. 

At  tliat  time,  in  the  infrncy  of 
their  political  existence,  under  the 
influence  of  those  principles  of  li* 
berty  and  of  right,  so  coogeniilto 
the  cause  in  which  they  had  pit 
fought  and  triumphed,  they  wtf* 
able  but  to  obtain  the  sanctioB  of 
one  great  and  philosopliical,  though 
absolute,  sovereign  in  Europe,  li 
their  liberal  and  enli^t«ied  piitr 
ciples.     They   could    obtain  M 
more.     Since  then,  a  political  fao^ 
ricane  has  gone  over  three  fiMBthl 
of  the  civilized   portions  of  Iht 
earth,  the  desolation  of  wUchf  i 
may  with  confidence  be  ezpediii 
is  passing  away,  leaving  at  least  the 
American  atmoq>here,  purifieiml 
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ed— And  now,  at  this  propi- 
noDient,  tlie  new  born  na- 
if this  hemisphere,  assem- 
by  their  representatives,  at 
hmus,  between  its  two  con- 
,  to  settle  the  principles  of 
future  international  inter- 
with  other  nations,  and  with 
;,  in  ttiis  great  exigency,  for 
vice,  upon  those  very  funda- 
I  maxims^  which  we,  from 
-adle,  had  first  proclaimed, 
irtially  succeeded  to  intro- 
jito   Uie   code  of  national 

bout  recurring  to  that  total 
ition  of  all  neutral  and  com- 
1  rights,  which  marked  the 
88  of  the  late  European 
and  which  finally  involved 
States  in  them,  and  advert- 
ily  to  our  pohtical  relations 
lese  American  nations,  it  is 
able,  tliat^  while  in  all  other 
ts,  those  relations  have  been 
nly,  and  without  exception 
most  friendly  and  mutually 
Jtory  character,  the  only 
of  difference  and  dissension 
m  us  and  them,  which  ever 
irisen,  originated  in  those 
filling  fountains  of  discord 
ritation,  discriminations  of 
ncial  favor  to  other  nations, 
)UB  privateers,  and  paper 
des.  I  carmot,  without  do- 
justice  to  the  republics  of 
8  Ayres  and  Colombia,  for- 
o  acknowledge  the  candid 
mcihatory  spirit,  with  which 
ive  repeatedly  yielded  to  our 
f  representations  and  re- 
"ances  on  these  subjects  :  in 
ing  discriminative  laws  which 
ed  to  our  disadvantage,  and 
oking  the  commissions  of 
jMivateers.  To  which  Co- 
.  has  added  the  magnanimity 
king  reparation  for  unlawful 


captures  by  some  of  her  cruiser8, 
and  of  assenting,  in  the  midst  of 
war,  to  treaty  stipulations  favora* 
ble  to  neutral  navigation.  But  tho 
recurrence  of  these  occasions  of 
complaint  has  rendered  the  re* 
newal  of  the  discussions,  which 
result  in  the  removal  of  them, 
necessary,  while  in  the  mean  time 
injuries  are  sustained  by  merchantSi 
and  other  individuals  of  the  United 
States,  which  cannot  be  repaired, 
and  the  remedy  hngers  in  overta* 
king  the  pernicious  operation  of  the 
mischief.  The  settlement  of  ge« 
neral  principles,  pervading  ^nth 
equal  efficacy  all  the  American 
states,  can  alone  put  an  end  to 
these  evils,  and  can  alone  be  ac- 
complished at  the  proposed  assem- 
bly. 

If  it  be  true,  that  the  noblest 
treaty  of  peace,  ever  mentioned  in 
history,  is  that  by  wnich  the  Car* 
thagenians  were  bound  to  abolish 
tlie  practice  of  sacrificing  their  own 
children,  because  it  was  sHpmiated 
in  favor  rf  human  nature^  \  cannot 
exaggerate  to  myself  the  unfading 
glory,  with  which  these  Unit^ 
States  will  go  forth  in  the  memory 
of  future  ages,  if,  by  their  friendly 
counsel,  by  their  moral  influence, 
by  the  power  of  argument  and 
persuasion  alone,  they  can  prevail 
upon  the  American  nations  at  Pa- 
nama to  stipulate,  by  general 
agreement  among  themselves,  and 
so  far  as  any  of  them  may  be  con- 
cerned, the  perpetual  abolition  of 
private  war  upon  the  ocean.  And 
if  we  cannot  yet  flatter  ourselves 
that  this  maybe  accomplished,  as 
advances  towards  it,  the  establish- 
ment of  the  principle,  that  the 
friendly  flag  shall  cover  the  cargo, 
the  curtailment  of  contraband  of 
war,  and  the  proscription  of  ficti- 
tious .paper  blockades  ;    engage- 
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ments  which  we  may  reasonably 
hope  will  not  prove  impracticable, 
will,  if  succesKfulIy  inculcated,  re- 
doimd  proportionally  to  our  honor, 
and  <lrain  the  fountain  of  many  a 
future  san^inary  war.  The  late 
president  of  tlie  United  States,  in 
his  message  to  congress,  of  the  2d 
of  December,  1823,  while  announ- 
cing the  n<^gotiatioii  then  pending 
with  Russia,  relating  to  the  North 
West  Coast  of  tiiis  continent,  ob- 
served that  the  occasion  of  the  dis- 
cussions to  which  that  incident  had 
given  rise,  had  been  taken  for  as- 
serting as  a  principle,  in  which  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  United 
States  were  involved,  that  the 
American  continents,  by  the  free 
and  independent  condition  which 
they  had  assumed  and  maintained, 
were  thenceforward  not  to  be  con- 
sidered as  subjects  for  future  colo- 
nization, by  any  European  power. 
The  principle  had  first  been  as- 
sumed in  that  negotiation  with 
Russia.  It  rested  upon  a  course 
of  reasoning  equally  simple  and 
conclusive.  With  the  exception 
of  the  existing  European  colonies, 
which  it  was  in  nowise  intended  to 
disturb,  the  two  continents  consist- 
ed of  several  sovereign  and  inde- 
pendent nations,  whose  territories 
covered  their  whole  surface.  By 
this,  their  independent  condition, 
the  United  States  enjoyed  the 
right  of  commercial  intercourse 
with  every  part  of  their  posses- 
eions.  To  attempt  tlie  establish- 
ment of  a  colony  in  those  posses- 
sions would  be  to  usurp,  to  the 
exclusion  of  others,  a  commercial 
intercourse,  which  was  the  com- 
mon possession  of  all.  It  could 
not  be  done  without  encroaching 
upon  existing  rights  of  the  United 
States.  The  government  of  Rus- 
sia has  never  disputed  these  posi- 


tions, nor  manifested  tlie  slightest 
dissatisfaction  at  their  having  beea 
taken.     Most  of  the  new  Ameti* 
can  republics  have  declared  their 
entire  assent  to  them ;  and  they 
now  propose,  among  the  subjects 
of  consultation  at  Panama,  to  taktt 
into  consideration   the    means  op 
making  effectual  the  assertion  of 
that  principle,  as  well  as  the  means 
of     resisting    interference    from 
abroad,   with  the  domestic    con* 
cerns  of  the  American    govern* 
ments. 

In  alluding  to  these  means,  it 
would  obviously  be  premature,  it 
this  time,  to  anticipate  that  which 
is  offered  merely  as  matter  for  coo- 
sultation  ;  or  to  pronounce  upoB 
those  measures  which  have  bees, 
or  may  be  suggested.     The  piff- 
pose  of  this  government  is,  to  con- 
cur in  none  which  would  import 
hostility  to  Europe,  or  justly  ei- 
citc    resentment    in    any   of  her 
states.     Should  it  be  deemed  ad- 
visable to  contract  any  convention- 
al engagement  on  this  topic,  oar 
views  would  extend  no  further  thin 
to  a  mutual  pledge  of  the  paitieB 
to  the  compact,  to    maintain  the 
principle  in  application  to  its  own 
territory,  and  to  permit  no  coloinl 
lodgements  or    establishment  of 
European  jurisdiction  upon  its  own 
soil ;  and,  with  respect  to  the  ob> 
trusive  interference  from  abroad,  if 
its  future  character  may  be  iofc^ 
red  from  that  which  has  been,  md, 
perhaps,  still  is,  exercised  in  moia 
than  one  of  the  new  states,  a  joirt 
declaration  of  its  character  and  en* 
posure  of  it  to  the  worid,  may  ba 
probably    all   that    the     occanoi 
would  require.     Whether  the  Unt 
ted  States  should  or  should  not  b0 
parties  to  such  a  declaration,  WKf 
justly  form  a  part  of  the  delilMn- 
tion.    That  there  is  an  evil  to  ba 
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ed,  needs  little  insight  into 
tni  history  of  late  years  to 
and  that  this  remedy  may 
I  concerted  at  the  Panama 
g^  deserves,  at  least,  the  ex- 
nt  of  consideration.  A  con- 
'  measures,  having  reference 
more  effectual  abolition  of 
Brican  slave  trade,  and  the 
sration  of  the  light  in  which 
itical  condition  of  the  island 
fti  is  to  be  regarded,  arc  also 
'  the  subjects  mentioned  by 
inister  from  the  republic  of 
bia,  as  believed  to  be  suita- 
deliberation  at  the  congress, 
iilure  of  the  negotiations 
lat  republic,  undertaken  du- 
d  late  administration,  for  the 
Bnon  of  that  trade,  in  com- 
)  with  a  resolution  of  the 
of  representatives,  indicates 
pediency  of  listening  with 
tful  attention  to  propositions 
may  contribute  to  the  ac- 
ahment  of  the  great  end 
was  the  purpose  of  that  re- 
D,  while  the  result  of  those 
itions  will  serve  as  admoni- 
»  abstain  from  pledging  this 
ment  to  any  arrangement 
might  be  expected  to  fail  of 
og  the  advice  and  consent  of 
lite,  by  a  constitutional  ma- 

0  its  ratification. 

other  the  political  condition 
>  island  of  Hayti  shall  be 
it  at  all  into  discussion  at  the 
ig,  may  be  a  question  for 
inary  advisement.  There 
the  political  constitution  of 
iment  of  that  people,  circum- 

1  which  iiavc  hitherto  forbid- 
le  acknowledgment  of  them 

government  of  the  United 
I  as  sovereign  and  indepen- 
Additional  reasons  for  with- 
in that  acknowledgment  have 
ly  been  seen  in  their  accept- 


ance of  a  nominal  sovereignty  by 
the  grant  of  a  foreign  prince ;  un- 
der conditions  equivalent  to  the 
concession  by  them,  of  exclusive 
commercial  advantages  to  one  na- 
tion, adapted  altogether  to  the  state 
of  colonial  vassalage,  and  retaining 
little  of  independence  but  the  name. 
Our  plenipotentiaries  will  be  in- 
structed to  present  these  views  to 
the  assembly  at  Panama:  and, 
should  they  not  be  concurred  in,  to 
decline  acceding  to  any  arrange- 
ment which  may  be  proposed  upon 
different  principles. 

The  condition  of  the  islands  of 
Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  is  of  deeper 
import  and  more  immediate  bear- 
ing upon  the  present  interests  and 
future  prospects  of  our  union. 
The  correspondence,  herewith 
transmitted,  will  show  how  ear- 
nestly it  has  engaged  the  attention 
of  tins  government.  The  invasion 
of  both  those  islands  by  the  united 
forces  of  Mexico  and  Colombia,  is 
avowedly  among  the  objects  to  be 
matured  by  the  belligerent  states 
at  Panama.  The  convulsions  to 
which,  from  the  pecuhar  composi- 
tion of  their  population,  they 
would  be  liable,  in  the  event  of 
such  an  invasion,  and  the  danger 
therefrom  resulting  of  thehr  falhng 
ultimately  into  the  hands  of  some 
European  power,  other  than  Spain, 
will  not  admit  of  our  looking  at  the 
consequences  to  which  the  con- 
gress at  Panama  may  lead  with  in- 
difference. It  is  unnecessary  to 
enlarge  upon  this  topic,  or  to  say 
more  than  that  aU  our  efforts,  in 
reference  to  this  interest,  will  be  to 
preserve  the  existing  state  of 
things,  the  tranquillity  of  the  is- 
lands, and  the  peace  and  security  of 
their  inhabitants. 

And,  lastly^  the  congress  of  Pa- 
nama is  believed  to  present  a  faiF 
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occasion  for  urging  upon  all  tlie 
new  nations  of  the  soutli,  the  jast 
and  hberal  principles  of  religious 
liberty.  Not  by  a/iy  interference 
whatever  in  their  internal  con- 
cerns, but  by  claiinincf  for  our  citi- 
zens, whose  occupations  or  inte- 
rests may  call  them  to  occasional 
residence  in  their  territories,  the 
inestimable  privilege  of  worship- 
ping their  Creator  according  to  the 
dictates  of  their  own  consciences. 
This  privilege,  sanctioned  by  the 
customary  law  of  nations,  and  se- 
cured by  treaty  stipulations  in  nu- 
merous national  compacts  ;  se- 
cured even  to  our  own  citizens  in 
the  treaties  with  Colombia  and 
with  the  Federation  of  Central 
America,  is  yet  to  be  obtained  in 
the  other  South  American  states 
and  Mexico.  Existing  prejudices 
are  still  struggling  against  it, 
which  may,  perhaps,  be  more  suc- 
cessfully combatted  at  this  general 
meeting  than  at  the  separate  seats 
of  government  of  each  republic. 

I  can  scarcely  deem  it  other- 
wise than  superfluous  to  observe, 
that  the  assembly  will  be,  in  its 
nature,  diplomatic,  and  not  legis- 
lative. That  nothing  can  be  trans- 
acted there  obligatory  upon  any 
one  of  the  states,  to  be  represent- 
ed at  the  meeting,  unless  with  the' 
express  concurrence  of  its  own 
representatives,  nor  even  then,  but 
subject  to  the  ratification  of  its 
constitutional  authority  at  home. 
The  faith  of  the  United  States  to 
foreign  powers  cannot  otherwise 
be  pledged.  I  shall,  indeed,  in 
the  first  instance,  consider  the  as- 
sembly as  merely  consultative ;  and 
although  the  plenipotentiaries  of 
the  United  States  will  be  empow- 
ered to  receive  and  refer,  to  the 
consideration  of  their  government, 
nny  proposition  (torn  the  other  par- 


ties to  the  meeting,  they  will  be 
auUiorizcd  to  conclude  notlung, 
unless  subject  to  the  definitive 
sanction  of  this  government,  in  «D 
its  constitutional  forms.  It  has, 
therefore,  seemed  to  me  unneces- 
sary  to  insist,  that  every  object  to 
be  discussed  at  tlie  meeting,  shouU 
be  specified,  with  the  precision  of 
a  judicial  sentence,  or  enumerated 
with  the  exactness  of  a  mathema- 
tical demonstration.  The  purpote 
of  the  meeting  itself  is  to  delilw- 
rate  upon  the  great  and  commoo 
interests  of  several  new  and  neigh- 
boring nations.  If  the  measure  is 
new  and  without  precedent,  so  is 
the  situation  of  the  parties  to  it 
Hiat  the  purposes  of  the  meeting 
are  somewhat  indefinite,  fiv  from 
being  an  objection  to  it,  is  among 
the  cogent  reasons  for  its  adoption. 
It  is  not  the  establisment  of  prin- 
ciples of  intercourse  with  one,  hut 
with  seven  or  eight  nations  at 
once.  I'hat,  before  they  have  had 
the  means  of  exchanging  ideas, 
and  communicating  with  one 
another  in  common  upon  these 
topics,  they  should  have  definitive- 
ly settled  and  arranged  them  m 
concert,  is  to  require  that  the  tf- 
feet  should  precede  the  cause.  It 
is  to  exact,  as  a  preliminary  to  the 
meeting,  that  for  the  accofflpliib*^ 
ment  of  which  the  meeting 
is  designed. 

Among  the  inquiries  which 
thought  entitled  to  consideratioB 
before  the  determination  was  takn 
to  accept  the  invitation,  was  tfaali 
whether  the  measure    oiight  Ml 
have  a  tendency  to   change  thft 
poUcy  hitherto  invariably  purBnei 
by  tlie  United  States,  of  avoUEM 
all  entangling  alliances,    and  h 
unnecessary  foreign  connectkaiL 

Mindfiil  of  the  advice  gnw  hy 
the  fatlier  of  our  counCrv,  ■  Im 
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U  address,  that  the  great 
'  conduct  for  us  in  regard  to 
I  nations,  is,  in  extending 
munercial  relations,  to  have 
hem  as  little  political  con- 
1  ms  possible  ;  and,  faithfully 
ig  to  the  spirit  of  that  admo- 
I  cannot  overlook  the  re- 
a,  that  the  counsel  of  Wash- 
I  in  that  instance,  like  all  the 
(Is  of  wisdom,  was  founded 
the  circumstances  in  which 
untry  and  the  world  around 
e  situated,  at  the  time,  when 

I  given.  That  the  reasons 
3d ,  by  him  for  his  advice 
that  Europe  had  a  set  of 
y  interests,  which  to  us  had 
or  a  very  remote  relation, 
tience  she  must  be  engaged 
uent  controversies,  the  cau- 

which  were  essentially  fo- 
U>  our  concerns.  That  our 
nI  and  distant  situation  in- 
uid  enabled  us  to  pursue  a 
It  course.  That,  by  our 
and  rapid  growth,  with  an 
il  government,  the  period 
lot    far    distant,    when   we 

defy  material  injury  from 

II  annoyance ;     when    we 
take  such  an  attitude  as 

cause  our  neutrality  to  be 
ted ;  and  with  reference  to 
rant  nations,  might  choose 
or  war,  as  our  interests, 
l^  justice,  should  counsel. 
ipare  our  situation  and  the 
stances  of  that  time,  with 
of  the  present  day  ;  and 
from  the  very  words  of 
igton,  then,  would  be  his 
1b  to  his  countrymen  now  ? 
I  has  still  her  set  of  primary 
li,  with  which  we  have  little 
relation.  Our  distant  and 
m1  situation  with  reference 
rope,  remains  the  same. 
re  were  then  the  only  ind^ 


pendent  nation  of  this  hemisphere ; 
and  we  were  surrounded  by  Euro- 
pean colonies,  with  the  greater 
part  of  which  we  had  no  more  in- 
tercourse, tlian%ith  the  inhabitants 
of  another  planet.  Those  colonies 
have  now  been  transformed  into 
eight  independent  nations,  extend- 
ing to  our  very  borders.  Seven 
of  them  repubhcs,  like  ourselves : 
with  whom  we  have  an  immensely 
growing  commercial,  and  must 
have,  and  have  already,  important 
pohtical  connections.  With  refer- 
ence to  whom  our  situation  is  nei- 
ther distant  nor  detached.  Whose 
political  principles  and  systems  of 
government,  congenial  with  our 
own,  must  and  will  have  an  action 
and  counter-action  upon  us  and 
ours,  to  which  we  cannot  be  in- 
different if  we  would. 

The  rapidity  of  our  growth,  and 
the  consequent  increase  of  our 
strength,  has  more  than  realized 
the  anticipations  of  this  admirable 
political  legacy.  Thirty  years  have 
nearly  elapsed  since  it  was  written, 
and  in  the  interval,  our  population, 
our  wealth,  our  territorisd  exten- 
sion, our  power,  physical  and 
moral,  has  nearly  trebled.  Rea- 
soning upon  this  state  of  things 
from  the  sound  and  judicious  prin- 
ciples of  Washington,  and  must 
we  not  say,  that  the  period  which 
he  predicted,  as  then  not  far  off, 
has  arrived  ?  That  America  has  a 
set  of  primary  interests,  which 
have  none  or  a  remote  relation  to 
Europe.  That  the  interference  of 
Europe,  therefore,  in  those  con- 
cerns, should  be*  spontaneously 
withheld  by  her  upon  the  same 
principles,  that  we  have  never  in- 
terfered with  hers  *  and  that  if  she 
should  interfere,  as  she  may,  by 
measures  which  may  have  a  great 
and   dangerous  recoil  \xpoa  cfuft- 
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selves,  we  might  be  called  in  de- 
fence of  our  own  altars  and  fire- 
slides,  to  take  an  attitude  which 
would  cause  our  j^eutrahty  to  be 
respected,  and  cnoose  peace  or 
war,  as  our  interest,  guided  by 
justice,  shall  counsel. 

The  acceptance  of  this  invita- 
tion therefore,  far  from  conflicting 
with  the  counsel  or  the  policy  of 
Washington,  is  directly  deducible 
from  and  conformable  to  it;  nor 
is  it  less  conformable  to  the  views 
of  my  immediate  predecessor,  as 
declared  in  his  annual  message  to 
congress,  of  the  2d  of  December, 
1 823,  to  which  I  have  already  adr 
verted,  and  to  an  important  pas- 
sage of  which,  I  invite  the  atten- 
tion of  the  house.  "  Tlie  citizens 
of  the  United  States,"  said  he, 
"  chcrbih  sentiments  the  most 
friendly  in  favor  of  the  liberty  and 
happiness  of  their  fellow-men  on 
that,  (the  European,)  side  of  the 
Atlantic.  In  the  wars  of  the  Eu- 
ropean powers,  in  matters  relating 
to  themselves,  we  have  never 
taken  any  part,  nor  does  it  com- 
jiort  with  our  policy  so  to  do.  It 
is  only  when  our  rights  are  inva- 
ded, or  seriously  menaced,  that 
we  resent  injuries,  or  make  pre- 
paration for  our  defence.  With 
tJie  movements  in  this  hemisphere, 
we  are,  of  necessity,  mdre  imme- 
diately connected,  and  by  causes 
which  must  be  obvious  to  all  en- 
lightened and  impartial  observers. 
The  political  system  of  the  allied 
powers,  is  essentially  different  in 
this  respect  from  that  of  America. 
This  diflerenccf  proceeds  from  that 
which  exists  in  their  respective 
governments.  And  to  the  defence 
of  our  own,  which  has  been  achie- 
ved by  the  loss  of  so  much  blood 
and  treasure,  and  matured  by  the 
wisdom  of  their  most  enhffhtened 


citizens,  and  under  which  we  have 
enjoyed   unexampled  felicity,  this 
whole  nation  is  devoted.    We  owe 
it,  therefore,  to  candor,  and  to  tiK 
amicable   relations  subsisting  Iw- 
tween  the  United  States  and  those 
powers,  to  declare,  that  we  sbooid 
consider  any  attempt  on  their  pvt, 
to  extend  their  system  to  any  por- 
tion of  this  hemisphere,  as  danger- 
ous to  our  peace  and  safety.  With 
the  existing  colonies  or  dependen- 
cies of  any  European  power,  ve 
have  not  interfered,  and  shall  not 
interfere.     But,  with  the  goven- 
ments  who  have  declared  their  in- 
dependence and  maintained  it,iDd 
whose  independence  we  have,  ot 
great  consideration,   and  on  jart 
principles,  acknowledged,  we  codd 
not  view  any  interposition,  for  tke 
purposes  of  oppressing  them,  or 
controlling  in   any   other  manner 
their    destiny,    by   any   Europein 
power,  in  any  other  Ught  than  is 
the  manifestation  of  an  unfiriendlr 

m 

disposition  towards  the  United 
States.  In  the  war  between  those 
new  governments  and  Spain,  we 
declared  our  neutrality  at  the  time 
of  their  recognition  ;  and  to  tt 
we  have  adhered,  and  shall  ooa- 
tinue  to  adhere,  provided  no  chnifB 
shall  occur,  which,  in  the  judgmeflt 
of  the  competent  authorities  of  Ifab 
government,  shall  make  a  oofie- 
sponding  change,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  indispensaUeto 
their  securities." 

To  the  question  which  m^he 
asked,  whether  this  meeting  tfA 
the  principles  which  may  be  i^ 
justed  and  settled  by  it  as  ndesof 
intercourse  between  the  Americai 
nations,  may  not  grve  ambnfeto 
the  holy  league  of  Europesn 
era,  or  offence  to  Spain,  itisr 
ed  a  sufficient  answer,  that  ear  at- 
tendance at  Panama  can  give  hd 
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of  umbrage  or  offence 
Mr — and  that  the  United 
wiU  stipulate  nothing  there 
ean  give  such  cause.  Here 
bt  of  inquiry  into  our  pur- 
and  nieasurea  must  stop, 
oly  league  of  Europe  itself 
>rmed  without  ii^uiring  of 
ited  States  whether  it  would 
uld  not  give  umbrage  to 
The  fear  of  giving  ura- 
te the  holy  league  of  £u- 
^as  urged  as  a  motive  for 
I  to  the  American  nations 
nowledgment  of  their  inde- 
ce.  That  it  would  be  view- 
Spain  as  hostility  to  her, 
i  only  urged,  but  directly 
d  by  herself.  The  congress 
ninistration  of  that  day  con- 
their  rights  and  duties,  and 
ir  fears.  Fully  determined 
B  no  needless  displeasure 
fiu'eign  power,  the  United 
can  estimate  the  probability 
r  giving  it,  only  by  the  right 
my  foreign  state  could  have, 
9  it  from  their  measures. 
r  the  representation  of  tlie 
States  at  Panama,  nor  any 
e  to  which  their  assent  may 
ded  there,  will  give  to  the 
igue,  or  any  of  its  members, 
Spain,  the  right  to  take  of- 
For  the  rest,  the  United 
nust  still,  as  heretofore,  take 
I  from  their  duties,  ratlier 
eir  fears. 

I  are  the  objects  in  which  it 
cted  that  the  plenipotcntia- 
the  United  States,  when 
noned  to  attend  the  meet- 
he  Isthmus,  will  take  part ; 
:h  are  the  motives  and  pur- 
with  which  the  invitation  of 
»  republics  was  accepted, 
however,  as  the  house  will 
e  from  the  correspondence, 
id  only  upon  condition  that 


the  nomination  of  commissioners 
for  the  mission,  should  receive  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 
The  concurrence  of  the  house  to 
the  measure,  by  the  appropriations 
necessary  for  carrying  it  into  eiiect, 
is  alike  subject  to  its  free  determi- 
nation, and  indispensable  to  the 
fulfilment  of  the  intention. 

That  the  congress  at  Panama 
will  accomplish  all,  or  even  any  of 
the  transcendent  benefits  to  the 
human  race,  which  warmed  the 
conceptions  of  its  first  proposer,  it 
were,  perhaps,  indulging  too  san- 
guine a  forecast  of  events  to  pro- 
mise. It  is,  in  its  nature,  a  mea- 
sure speculative  and  experimental. 
The  blessing  of  heaven  may  turn  it 
to  the  account  of  human  improve- 
ment. Accidents  unforeseen,  and 
mischances  not  to  be  anticipated, 
may  baffle  all  its  high  purposes,  and 
disappoint  its  fairest  expectations. 
But  the  design  is  great,  is  benevo- 
lent, is  humane.  It  looks  to  the 
melioration  of  the  condition  of  man. 
It  is  congenial  with  that  spirit  which 
prompted  the  declaration  of  our 
independence  ;  which  inspired  tlic 
preamble  of  our  first  treaty  with 
France ;  which  dictated  our  first 
treaty  with  Prussia,  and  the  instruc- 
tions under  which  it  was  negotia- 
ted ;  which  filled  the  hearts  and 
fired  the  souls  of  the  inunortal 
founders  of  our  revolution. 

With  this  unrestricted  exposition 
of  the  motives  by  which  I  have 
been  governed,  in  this  transaction, 
as  well  as  of  the  objects  to  be  dis- 
cussed, and  of  the  ends,  if  possi- 
ble, to  be  attained  by  our  repre- 
sentation at  the  proposed  congress, 
I  submit  the  propriety  of  an  appro- 
priation, to  the  candid  considera- 
tion, and  enlightened  patriotism  of 
the  legislature. 

John  Qotnct  Ada30; 
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[The  following  report  of  tlie 
^^ecretary  of  state  to  the  president, 
accompanied  the  message  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States  to 
congress  on  the  subject  of  the  Pa- 
nama mission.] 

The  secretary  of  state,  to  whom 
the  president  has  referred  that  part 
of  the  resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  of  the  3d  instant, 
which  requests  that  he  would  cause 
to  be  laid  before  that  house  ^^so 
much  of  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  the  new  states  of 
America,  or  their  ministers,  re- 
specting the  proposed  congress,  or 
meeting  of  diplomatic  agents  at 
Panama,  and  of  such  information 
respecting  the  general  character  of 
that  expected  congress,  as  may  be 
in  his  possession,'*  has  the  honor 
now  to  report  : 

That,  during  the  last  spring,  he 
held,  at  the  department  of  state, 
separate  conferences,  on  the  same 
day,  with  the  respective  ministers 
of  Colombia  and  Mexico,  in  the 
course  of  which,  each  of  them 
verbally  stated,  that  his  govern- 
ment was  desirous  that  the  United 
States  should  be  represented  at  the 
proposed  congress,  and  that  he 
was  instructed  to  communicate  an 
invitation  to  their  government  to 
send  representatives  to  it ;  but 
that,  as  his  government  did  not 
know  whether  it  would  be  agreea- 
ble or  not  to  the  United  States  to 
receive  such  an  invitation,  and,  as 
it  was  not  wished  to  occasion  any 
embarassment  to  them,  he  was 
charged  informally  to  inquire,  pre- 
vious to  the  delivery  of  the  invi- 
tation, whether  it  would  be  ac- 
cepted, if  given  by  both  of  the  re- 
publics of  Mexico  and  Colombia. 
It  was  also  stated,  by  each  of  those 
ministers^,  that  his  s^overnment  did 


not  expect  that  the  United  States 
would  change  their  present  nm- 
tral  policy,  nor  was  it  desired  thtf 
they  should  take  part  in  such  of  the 
deliberations  of  the  proposed  con- 
gress as  might  relate  to  the  pro- 
secution of  the  existing  war  with 
Spain. 

Having  laid  before  the  president 
what  transpired  at  these  conib> 
ences,  his  direction  was  recei?ed 
about  a  week  after  ibey  had  been 
held,  to   inform   the  ministers  of 
Mexico  and  Colombia,  and  tbej 
were    accordingly  informed,  dnt 
their  communication  was  receired 
with  due  sensibility  to  the  firienHj 
consideration  of  the  United  States 
by  which  it  had  b^n  dictated :  that, 
of  course,  they  could  not  imke 
themselves  a  party  to  the  war  ht- 
tween  the  new  states  and  Spun, 
nor  to  councils  for  deliberating  on 
the  means  of  its  ftulher  prosecu- 
tion ;  that  the  president  beheved 
that  such  a  congress,  as  was  coo* 
templated,  might  be  Id^y  useM 
in  settling  several  important  dis- 
puted questions  of  public  law,  in 
arranging  other  matters  of  deep 
interest  to  the  American  continent, 
and  in  strengthening  the  friendship 
and  amicable  intercourse  between 
the  American  powers :  that,  htSbn 
such  a  congress,  however  aflen- 
bled,  it  appeared  to  the  presidnt 
to  be  expedient  to  adjust,  between 
the  different  powers  to  be  repie- 
sented,  several  preliminary  poni(8| 
such  as  the  subjects  to  which  Ihs 
attention  of  the  congress  was  to 
be  directed,  the  nature  and  ths 
form  of  the  powers  to  be  giveo  to 
the  diplomatic  agents  who  were  is 
compose  it,  and  the  mode  of  ib 
organization  and  its ,  actioD.     If 
these  preliminary  points  cooU  be 
arranged  in  a  manner  satin&ctocy 
to  the  United  States,  the  ui'mirteis 
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lolombia  and  Mexico  were 
)d  that  the  president  thought 
B  United  States  ought  to  be 
nted  at  Panama.  Each  of 
linisters  undertook  to  trans- 
his  £rovernment  the  answer 
WBS  thus  given  to  both, 
lis  posture  the  overture  re- 
until  the  letters  were  re- 
which  accompany  this  re- 
om  the  ministers  of  the  re-  - 

of  Mexico  and  Colombia, 
date  of  the  2d  and  3d  No- 
',  1825. 

first  and  only  communica- 
Dm  the  minister  of  the  re- 
of  Central  America  to  this 
nent,  in  regard  to  the  con- 
it  Panama,  is  contained  in 
»al  note. 

secretary  of  state  has  also 
lOr  to  report  to  the  president, 
B  fi'om  the  instructions  which 
^ven  by  the  department  of 
o  Mr.  Anderson,  on  the 
•seventh  day  of  May,  1823, 
pies  of  certain  parts  of  the 
londence  which,  since  the 
sion  of  congress,  has  taken 
»etween  the  executive  of  the 
States,  and  the  govern- 
of  Russia,  France,  Spain, 
Mexico,  of  which  a  descrip- 
t  accompanies  this  report. 
eCt  to  the  negotiation  which 
iddleton  was  authorised  by 
spatch  of  the  10th  of  May 
3ne  of  the  papers  now  re- 
,)  to  institute  at  St.  Peters- 
considering  the  lapse  of 
ind  the  great  and  lamented 
irhich  has  lately  occurred  in 
^  perhaps  there  is  no  ade- 
"cason  for  refraining  jfrom  a 
mication  of  it  to  the  house, 
is  recommended  by  its  inti- 
omiection  with  the  interests 
new  repubhcs.  About  the 
period  with  the  date  of  that 


despatch,  instructions  were  given 
to  Mr.  Everett,  to  inculcate  on 
Spain  the  necessity  of  peace,  and 
to  our  ministers  in  France  and 
England,  to  invite  the  cabinets  of 
Paris  and  London  to  co-operate  in 
the  same  work.  The  hope,  not 
yet  abandoned,  was  indulgCKl,  that, 
by  an  united  exertion  of  all  the 
great  powers,  and  especially  of 
Russia,  Spain  might  be  brought  to 
see  her  true  interests  in  terminating 
the  existing  war.  Other  negotia- 
tions growing  out  of,  and  subordi- 
nate to,  thai  which  was  authorised 
in  the  before-mentioned  despatch 
of  the  lOUi  of  May,  to  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton,  have  been  more  recentiy 
commenced.  They  have  for  their 
object  the  prevention  of  disorder 
in  the  Spanish  islands  of  Cuba  and 
Porto  Rico,  and  also  to  guard  the 
United  States  against  the  danger 
of  bad  examples  and  excesses,  of 
which,  in  the  course  of  events, 
thosc^vislands  might  become  the 
theatre,  as  well  as  the  conservation 
of  our  commercial  and  navigating 
interests. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. H.  Clay. 

De^iartniMit  ofstat'*.  14th  vlarch,  1826. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  /rom  Mb. 
Adams,  Secretary  of  State^  to 
Mb.  Andebson,  ImnUter  P2e- 
mpoteniiaty  tO\C6Umbia^  dated 
ilth  May,  1823. 
"The  revolution  which  has  se- 
vered the  colonies  of  Spanish  Ame- 
rica from  European  thraldom,  and 
left  them  to  form  self-dependent 
governments  as  members  of  the 
society    of    civilized    nations,    is 
among  the  most  important  events 
in  modem  history.     As  a  general 
movement  in  human  affairs,  it  is 
perhaps  no  more  than  a  develope- 
ment  of  principles  first  brought 
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into  action  by  the  separation  of 
these  states  from  Great  Britain, 
and  by  the  practical  illustration 
given  in  the  formation  and  esta- 
bhshment  of  our  union,  to  the 
doctrine  that  voluntary  agreement 
is  the  only  legitimate  source  of 
authority  among  men ;  and  that 
all  ju!<t  government  is  a  compact. 
It  was  impossible  that  such  a  sys- 
tem as  Spain  had  established  over 
her  colonies,  should  stand  before 
the  progressive  improvements  of 
the  understanding  in  this  age,  or 
that  the  light  shed  upon  the  whole 
earth  by  the  results  of  our  revolu- 
tion should  leave  in  utter  darkness 
the  regions  immediately  adjoining 
upon  ourselves.  The  indepen- 
dence of  the  Spanish  colonies, 
however,  has  proceeded  from  other 
causes,  and  has  been  achieved  upon 
principles  in  many  respects  differ- 
ent from  ours.  In  our  revolution 
the  principle  of  the  social  compact 
was  from  the  beginning,  in  knme- 
diate  issue.  It  originated  in  a 
question  of  rights  between  the  go- 
vernment in  Europe,  and  the  sub- 
ject in  America.  Our  indepen- 
dence was  declared  in  defence  of 
our  liberties^  and  the  attempt  to 
make  the  yoke,  a  yoke  of  oppres- 
sion, was  the  cause  and  the  justifi- 
cation for  casting  it  off. 

The  revolution  of  the  Spanish 
colonies  was  not  caused  by  the 
oppression  under  which  they  had 
been  held,  however  great  it  had 
been.  Their  independence  was 
first  forced  upon  them  by  the  tem- 
porary subjugation  of  Spain  her- 
self to  a  foreign  power.  They 
were,  by  that  event,  cast  upon 
themselves,  and  compelled  to  esta- 
blish governments  of  their  own. 
Spain,  through  all  the  vicissitudes 
of  her  own  revolutions,  has  clung 
♦o  the  desperate  hope,  of  retaining, 


or  of  reclaiming  them  to  her  own 
control ;  and  has  waged,  to  te 
extent  of  her  power,  a  disastrom 
war  to  that  intent. 

In  the  mind  of  every  rationil 
man,  it  hafe  been  for  years  appt- 
rent  that  Spain  can  never  succeed 
to  recover  her  dominion  where  it 
has  been  abjured,  nor  is  it  probi* 
ble  that  she  can  long  retain  tiie 
small  remnant  of  her  authority  yet 
acknowledged  in  some  spots  of  the 
South  American  continent. 

The  political  course  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  from  the  first  dawoiif 
of  South  American  independence, 
has  been  such  as  was  prescribed  fay 
their  relative  duties  to  all  the  pl^ 
tics.  Being  on  terms  of  peace  and 
amity  with  Spain,  through  all  tto 
changes  of  her  own  govemmeot, 
they  have  considered  the  strugglei 
of  the  colonies  for  independence 
as  a  case  of  civil  war,  to  which 
their  national  obligations  prescri* 
bed  to  them  to  remain  neutral 
Their  policy,  their  interest,  and 
their  feelings,  all  concurred  to  6- 
vor  the  cause  of  the  colomes ;  and 
the  principles  upon  which  the  right 
of  independence  has  been  maintaiB* 
ed  by  the  South  American  patriotti 
have  been  approved,  not  only  ai 
identical  with  those  upon  wUeh 
our  own  independence  was  asseitr 
ed  and  achieved,  but  as  inTolvim 
the  whole  theory  of  govenunentca 
the  emphatically  American  foundip 
tion  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  unalienable  ri^its  of 
man.  To  a  cause  reposing  upon 
this  basis,  the  people  of  this  coat 
try  never  could  be  indifferent,  anl 
their  sympathies  have  according 
been,  with  great  unanimity  woi 
constancy,  enlisted  in  its  &ver. 
The  sentiments  of  the  govenunoil 
of  the  United  States,  have  beea  in 
perfect  harmony  with  those  of  theit 
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e,  and  while  forbearing,  as 
duties  of  neutrality  prescribed, 
every  ineasure  which  could 

be  construed  as  hostile  to 
I,  they  have  exercised  all  the 
[  influence  which  they  pos- 
1  to  countenance  and  pro- 
the  cause  of  independence. 
Rg  as  a  contest  of  arms,  with 
onal  or  even  remote  prospect 
mtual  success  was  maintained 
lain,  the  United  States  could 
^cognize  the  independence  of 
olonies,  as  existing  de  facto, 
ut  trespassing  on  their  duties 
un,  by  assuming  as  decided 
rhich  was  precisely  the  ques- 
^  the  war.  In  the  history 
uth  American  independence, 
are  two  periods  clearly  dis- 
shable  from  each  other.  The 
that  of  its  origin,  when  it 
ither  a  war  of  independence 
ft  France  than  against  Spain, 
be  second,  from  the  restora- 
if  Ferdinand  the  seventh,  in 

Since  that  period,  the  ter- 
9,  now  constituting  the  re- 
.  of  Colombia,  have  been  the 
heatre  upon  which  Spain  has 
able  to  maintain  the  conflict 
ively,  with  even  a  probable 
of  ultimate  success.      But 
in  1815,  she  made  her  great- 
fort  in  the  expedition   from 
,    commanded    by    Morillo, 
JO,  Peru  and  Chili,  were  yet 
her  authority,  and  had  she 
9ded  in  reducing  the  coast  of 
Firma  and  New  Grenada, 
rovinces  of  La  Plata,  divided 
I  themselves,  and  weakened 
B  Portuguese  occupation  of 
5  Video,  would  probably  not 
held  out  against  her  long. 
it  least  was  the  calculation  of 
olicy,  and  from  the  geogra- 
!  position  of  these  countries, 
may  be  termed  the  heart  of 


South  America,  the  conclusion 
might  well  be  drawn,  that  if  the 
power  of  Spain  could  not  be  firm- 
ly reseated  there,  it  must  be  on 
her  part  a  fruitless  struggle  to 
maintain  her  supremacy  in  any 
part  of  the  American  continent. 
The  expedition  of  Morillo,  on  its 
first  arrival,  was  attended  with 
signal  success — Carthagena  was 
taken.  The  whole  coast  of  Terra 
Firma  was  occupied,  and  New 
Grenada  was  entirely  subdued.  A 
remnant  of  patriots  in  Venezuela, 
with  their  leader  Bolivar,  returning 
from  expulsion,  revived  the  cause 
of  independence,  and  after  the  cam- 
paign of  1819,  in  which  they  re- 
conquered the  whole  of  New  Gre- 
nada, the  demonstration  became 
complete,  that  every  eflfort  of  Spain 
to  recover  the  South  America  con* 
tin^nt  must  thenceforward  be  a  des- 
perate waste  of  her  own  resources, 
and  that  the  truest  fiiendship  of 
other  nations  to  her,  would  consist 
in  making  her  sensible  that  her 
own  interest  would  be  best  con- 
sulted, by  the  acknowledgment  of 
that  independence  which  she  could 
no  longer  efiectually  dispute. 

To  this  conclusion  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  had,  at 
an  earlier  period,  arrived.  But, 
from  that  emergency,  the  president 
has  considered  the  question  of  re- 
cognition, both  in  a  moral  and  po- 
htical  view,  as  merely  a  question 
of  the  proper  time.  While  Spain 
could  entertain  a  reasonable  hope 
of  maintaining  the  war,  and  of  re- 
covering her  authority,  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  colonies,  as  inde- 
pendent states,  would  have  been  a 
wrong  to  her  ;  but  she  had  no  right, 
upon  the  strength  of  this  principle, 
to  maintain  the  pretension,  after 
she  was  manifestly  disabled  from 
maintaining  the  contest,  and  by 
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unreasonably  withholding  her  ac- 
knowledgment, to  deprive  the  inde- 
pendents of  their  right  to  demand 
the  acknowledgment  of  others. 
To  fix  upon  the  precise  Ume^  when 
the  duty  to  respect  the  prior  sove- 
reign right  of  Spain  should  cease, 
and  that  of  yielding  to  the  claim 
of  acknowledgment  would  com- 
mence, was  a  subject  of  great  de- 
licacy, and,  to  the  president,  of 
constant  and  anxious  solicitude. 
It  naturally  became,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, a  proper  subject  of  con- 
sultation with  other  powers,  having 
relations  of  interests  to  themselves, 
with  the  newly  opened  countries, 
as  well  as  influence  in  the  general 
affairs  of  Europe.  In  August, 
1818,  a  formal  proposal  was  made 
to  the  British  government  for  a  con- 
certed and  cotemporary  recogni- 
tion of  the  independence  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  then  the  only  one  of  the 
South  .  American  states,  which, 
having  declared  independence,  had 
no  Spanish  force  contending  against 
it  within  its  borders,  and  where  it, 
therefore,  most  unequivocally  ex- 
isted in  fact.  The  British  govern- 
ment declined  accepting  the  pro- 
posal themselves,  without,  however, 
expressing  any  disapprobation  of 
it ;  without  discussing  it  as  a  ques- 
tion of  principle,  and  without  as- 
signing any  reason  for  the  refusal, 
other  than  that  it  did  not  then  suit 
with  their  policy.  It  became  a 
subject  of  consideration  at  the  de- 
liberations of  the  congress  of  Aix 
La  Chapelle,  in  October,  1818. 
There  is  reason  to  believe,  that  it 
disconcerted  projects,  which  were 
there  entertained,  of  engaging  the 
European  alliance,  in  actual  opera- 
tion against  the  South  Americans, 
as  it  is  well  known  that  a  plan  for 
their  joint  mediation,  between  Spain 
and  her  colonies,  for  restoring  them 


to  her  authority,  was  actually  ma- 
tured and  finaUy  failed  at  that  pUce, 
only  by  the  refusal  of  Great  Britun 
to  accede  to  the  condition  of  em- 
ployingybrce  eventually  against  the 
South  Americans  for  its  accom- 
plishment. Some  dissatisfaction 
was  manifested  by  several  mem- 
bers of  tlie  congress  at  Aix  Li 
Chapelle,  at  this  avowal,  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  of  their 
readiness  to  recognize  the  indepen- 
dence of  Buenos  Ajrres. 

The  reconquest  in  the  campaign 
of  1819,  of  New  Grenada  to  the 
patriot  cause,  was  immediately  fol- 
lowed by  the  formation  of  the  re- 
public of  Colombia,  consisting  of 
three  great  divisions  of  the  prece- 
ding Spanish  government,  Vene- 
zuela, Cundinamarca  and  Quito. 
It  was  soon  succeeded  by  the  dis- 
solution of  the  Spanish  authority 
in  Mexico ;  by  the  revolution  in 
Spain  itself;  and  by  the  military 
operations  which  resulted  in  the 
declaration  of  independence  in 
Peru.  In  November,  1820,  was 
concluded  the  armistice  between 
tlie  generals  Morillo  and  Bohvar, 
together  with  a  subsequent  treaty, 
stipulating  that  in  case  of  the  re- 
newal of  the  war,  the  parties  woqU 
abstain  from  all  hostilities  and  pnc- 
tices  not  consistent  with  the  mo- 
dern law  of  nations,  and  the  im- 
mane  maxims  of  civilization,  h 
February,  1821,  the  partial  inde- 
pendence of  Mexico  was  proclaim- 
ed at  Yguala;  and  in  August  of 
the  same  year  was  recognized  by 
the  Spanish  vice-roy  and  captain' 
general  O^Donoju  a.t  Cordova. 

The  formation  of  the  republic  of 
Colombia,  by  the  fundamental  bv 
of  17th  December,  1819,  was  m^ 
tified  to  this  government,  bj  ik 
agent,  the  late  Don  Manuel  Tontfi 
on  the  20th  of  February,  l.ffiK 
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request  that  it  might  he  re- 
nd by  the  government  of  tlie 
1  States,  and  a  proposal  for 
gotiation  of  treaties  of  com- 
and  navigation,  ybviM2ec2  up- 
basis  of  reciprocal  tUilUy 
fffect  equality^  as  the  most 
ious  means  of  strengthening 
creasing  the  relations  of  amity 
m  the  two  republics. 
I  request  and  proposal  were 
9d  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Torres, 
30th  of  November,  1821,  and 
repeated  on  the  2d  of  Janu- 
322.  In  the  interval,  since 
St  demand,  the  general  con- 
>f  the  new  republic  had  as- 
id,  and  formed  a  constitu- 
bunded  upon  the  principles 
»idar  representation,  and  di- 
into  legislative,  executive, 
dicial  authorities.  The  go- 
Bnt,  under  this  constitution, 
een  organized,  and  was  in 
aeration ;  while,  during  the 
»eriod,  the  principal  remnant 
Spanish  force  had  been  de- 
1  by  the  battle  of  Carabobo, 
last  fragments  were  confined 
two  places  of  Porto  Cabello 


ler  these  circumstances,  a 
ion  of  the  house  of  repre- 
▼08  of  the  United  States,  on 
di  of  January,  1822,  request- 
the  president  to  lay  before 
me  the  commtmications  fi-om 
;ents  of  the  United  States, 
16  governments  south  of  the 
[  States,  which  had  declared 
independence ;  and  those 
the  agents  of  such  govern- 
here,  with  the  secretary  of 
tending  to  show  the  political 
ion  of  Uieir  governments,  and 
ite  of  the  war  between  them 
lain.  In  transmitting  to  the 
the  papers  called  for  by  this 
ion,  the  president^  by  his 


message  of  8th  March,  1822,  de- 
clared his  ovim  persuasion  that  the 
time  had  arrived  when,  in  strict 
conformity  to  the  law  of  nations 
and  in  the  fulfilment  of  the  duties 
of  equal  and  impartial  justice  to 
aU  parties,  the  acknowledgment  of 
the  independence  declared  by  the 
Spanish  American  colonies  could 
no  longer  be  withheld.  Both  houses 
of  congress  having  almost  unani- 
mously concurred  with  these  views 
of  the  president,  an  appropriation 
was  made  by  law,  (4th  May,  1822,) 
for  such  missions  to  the  indepen- 
dent nations  on  the  American  con- 
tinent, as  the  president  should  deem 
proper. 

On  the  day  after  the  president's 
message  of  the  8th  of  March,  the 
Spanish  minister,  Anduaga,  ad- 
dressed to  this  department  a  re- 
monstrance against  the  measure 
which  it  recommended,  and  a  so- 
lemn protest  against  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  governments  mention- 
ed, of  the  insurgent  Spanish  pro- 
vinces of  America.  He  was  an- 
swered on  the  6th  of  April,  by  a 
letter  recapitulating  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  had 
^^  yielded  to  an  obligation  of  duty  of 
the  highest  order,  by  recognizing,  as 
independent  states,  nations  which, 
after  deliberately  asserting  their 
right  to  that  character,  had  main- 
tained and  established  it  against  all 
the  resistance  which  had  been,  or 
could  be,  brought  to  oppose  it" 
On  the  24th  of  April,  he  gave  in- 
formation that  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment had  disavowed  the  treaty  of 
24th  August,  1821,  between  the 
captain-general  O'Donoju  and  co* 
lonel  Iturbide,  and  had  denied  the 
authority  of  the  former  to  conclude 
it. 

On  the  12th  of  February,  182?. 
0 
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the  Spanish  extraordinary  cortes 
adopted  the  report  of  a  committee 
proposing  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  proceed  to  South 
America  to  negotiate  with  the  re- 
volutionary patriots  concerning  the 
relations  to  be  established  there- 
after, in  regard  to  their  connection 
with  Spain.  They  declared,  at  the 
same  time,  all  treaties  made  with 
them  before  that  time,  by  Spanish 
commanders,  implying  any  acknow- 
ledgment of  their  independence, 
null  and  void,  as  not  having  been 
authorised  by  the  cortes ;  and  on 
the  next  day,  they  passed  three  re- 
solutions, the  first  annulling,  ex- 
pressly, the  treaty  between  O'Do- 
noju  and  Iturbide. 

The  second,  "  That  the  Spanish 
government,  by  a  declaration  to  all 
^  others  with  which  it  has  friendly 
relations,  make  known  to  them, 
that  the  Spanish  nation  will  regard, 
4ii  any  epochs  as  a  violation  of  the 
treaties,  the  recognition,  either 
partial  or  absolute,  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  Spanish  provinces  of 
ultramer,  so  long  as  the  dissensions 
which  exist  between  some  of  them, 
and  the  metropolis,  are  not  termi- 
nated^ with  whatever  ebe  may  serve 
to  convince  foreign  governments, 
that  Spain  has  not  yet  renounced 
any  of  the  rights  belonging  to  it  in 
those  countries." 

The  third  resolution  recommend- 
ed to  the  government  to  take  all 
necessary  measures,  and  to  apply 
to  the  cortes  for  the  needed  re- 
sources, to  preserve  and  recover 
the  authority  of  Spain  in  the  ultra- 
marine provinces. 

These  measures  of  the  cortes 
were  not  known  to  the  president  of 
the  United  States  when  he  sent  to 
congress  his  message  of  the  8th  of 
March.  But  information  of  them 
was  received  while  the  bill,  making 


an  appropriation  for  the  missioos, 
was  before  congress ;  and,  on  the 
25th  of  April,  a  resolution  of  tlie 
senate  requested  of  the  preadent 
any    information  he   might  baie, 
proper  to  be  disclosed,  from  our 
minister  at  Madrid,   or  from  tiie 
Spanish  minister,  resident  in  tins 
country,  concerning  the  views  of 
Spain  relative  to  Uie  recognitioo 
of  the  independence  of  the  Sooth 
American  colonies,  and  of  the  die- 
tamcn  of  the  Spanish  cortes.    In 
answer  to  this  resolution,  the  let* 
ter  from  Mr.  Anduaga,  protesting 
against  the  recognition,  and  one 
from    Mr.    Forsyth,    enclosing  t 
translation  of  the  dictamen,  weie 
transmitted  to  the  senate,  which, 
with  all  these  documents  before 
them,  gave  their  concurrent  sanc- 
tion, with  that  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, to  the  passage  of  the 
bill  of  appropriation. 

This  review  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  in  relation  to  the  indepen- 
dence of  Spanish  America,  has 
been  taken  to  show  the  consist- 
ency of  the  principles  by  which 
they  were  uniformly  dictated,  and 
and  that  they  have  been  always 
eminently  friendly  to  the  new  r^ 
publics,  and  disinterested.  While 
Spain  maintained  a  doubtful  con- 
test, with  arms,  to  recover  her  do- 
minion, it  was  regarded  as  a^dii 
war.  When  that  contest  becaae 
so  manifestly  desperate,  that  ^- 
nish  vice-roys,  governors  and  ^ 
tains-generals  themselves,  condn- 
ded  treaties  with  the  insu^cotSi 
virtually  acknowledging  their  ind^ 
pendence,  the  United  States  frasklf 
and  unreservedly  recognized  Ai 
fact,  without  making  their  adono*^ 
ledgment  the  price  of  any  ftforfl^ 
themselves,  and  although  at  thohi* 
zard  of  incurring  the  diipliMiiff^ 
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lin.  In  this  measure,  they 
aken  the  lead  of  the  whole 
Bd  world :  for,  although  the 
piese  Brazilian  government 
I  few  months  before,  recog- 
Ihe  revolutionary  government 
enos  Ayres,  it  was  at  a  mo- 
vhen  a  projected  declaration 
if  own  independence  made 
estion  substantially  their  own 

and  it  was  presented  as  an 
lent  for  a  reciprocal  rccog- 

of  their  own  much  more 
enable  right  to  the  eastern 
of  La  Plata. 

the  17th  day  of  June,  1822, 
[anuel  Torres  was  received 
)  president  of  the  United 
as  the  charge  d'affaires  fit>m 
)ublic  of  Colombia,  and  the 
liate  consequence  of  our  re- 
ion  was  the  admission  of  the 
I  of  the  South  American  na- 
undcr  tlieir  own  colors,  into 
rts  of  the  principal  maritime 
B  of  Europe. 

t  European  alliance  of  em- 
and  kings  have  assumed,  as 
iindation  of  human  society, 
ictrine  of  unalienable  aUe- 
.  Our  doctrine  is  founded 
the  principle  of  unalienable 

The  European  allies,  there- 
tiave  viewed  the  cause  of 
Hith  Americans  as  rebellion 
t  their  lawful  sovereign.  We 
ODsidered  it  as  the  assertion 
ural  right.  They  have  inva- 
shown  their  disapprobation 
revolution,  and  their  wishes 
)  restoration  of  the  Spanish 
We  have  as  constantly 
1  the  standard  of  indepen- 

and  of  America.  In  con- 
g  the  principles  and  the  mo- 
)f  the  European  powers,  as 
sted  in  their  policy  towards 
America,  with  those  of  tlie 
I  States,  it  has  not  been  mv 


intention  to  boast  of  our  superior 
purity,  or  to  lay  a  claim  of  merit 
to  any  extraordinary  favor  from 
South  America  in  return.  Disin- 
terestedness must  be  its  own  re- 
ward ;  but,  in  the  establishment  of 
our  future  political  and  commercial 
intercourse  with  the  new  republics, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  recur  often 
to  the  principles  in  which  it  origi- 
nated ;  they  will  serve  to  mark  the 
boundaries  of  the  rights  which  we 
may  justly  claim  in  our  future  rela- 
tions with  them,  and  to  counteract 
the  efibrts  which,  it  cannot  be 
doubted,  European  negotiators  will 
continue  to  make  in  the  further- 
ance of  their  monarchial  and  mo- 
nopohzing  contemplations. 

Upon  a  territory  by  one  half 
more  extensive  than  the  whole  in- 
habited part  of  the  United  States, 
with  a  population  of  leas  than  four 
millions  of  souls,  tlie  republic  of 
Colombia  has  undertaken  to  esta- 
blish a  single,  and  not  a  confede- 
rated government. 

Whether  this  attempt  will  be 
found  practicable  in  execution, 
may  be  susceptible  of  doubt ;  but 
in  the  new  organization  of  society, 
upon  this  hemisphere,  even  unsuc- 
cessful experiments-  lead  to  results 
by  which  the  science  of  govern- 
ment is  advanced,  and  the  happi- 
ness of  man  is  promoted.  The  re- 
pubUc  of  Colombia  has  a  consti- 
tution deliberately  formed,  and 
adopted  upon  principles  entirely 
republican,  with  an  elective  legis- 
lature in  two  branches,  a  distribu- 
tion of  the  powers  of  government, 
with  the  exception  of  the  federa- 
tive character,  almost  identical 
with  our  own,  and  articles  decla- 
ratory of  the  natural  rights  of  tho 
citizen  to  personal  security,  pro- 
perty, and  reputation,  and  of  the 
inviolable    liberty    of    tho  press. 
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With  such  a  constitution,  in  such 
a  coiuitry,  the  modifications  which 
experience  may  prove  to  be  ne- 
cessary for  rendering  the  political 
institutions  most  effectually  com- 
petent to  the  ends  of  civil  govern- 
ment, will  make  their  own  way  by 
peaceable  and  gradual  conquests 
of  public  opinion.  If  a  single  go- 
vernment should  be  found  inade- 
quate to  secure  and  protect  the 
rights  of  the  people  living  under 
it,  a  federation  of  republics  may, 
without  difficulty,  be  substituted  in 
its  iplace.  Practical  effect  having 
once  been  given  to  the  principle, 
that  lawful  government  is  a  com- 
pact, and  not  a  grant,  the  pre- 
tences for  resorting  to  force  for 
effecting  political  revolutions  dis- 
appear. The  subordination  of  the 
military  to  the  civil  power  is  tlie 
only  principle  yet  remaining  to  be 
estabhshed  in  Colombia,  to  ensure 
the  liberties  of  the  future  genera- 
tions as  well  as  those  of  the  pre- 
sent age ;  and  that  subordination, 
although  not  directly  guarantied  by 
their  present  constitution,  is  alto- 
gether conformable  to  its  spirit. 

In  the  letter  of  the  20th  Februa- 
ry, 1821,  fi'om  the  late  Mr.  Torres, 
demanding  the  recognition  of  the 
republic  of  Colombia,  it  has  been 
obser^'ed,  that  the  additional  pro- 
posal was  made,  of  negotiating 
**•  treaties  of  namgaHon  and  com* 
merce^  founded  upon  the  basis  of 
reciprocal  utility  and  perfect  equali- 
ty, as  the  most  efficacious  means  of 
strengthening  and  increasing  the 
relations  of  amity  between  the  two 
republics/' 

In  compliance  with  this  propo- 
sal, among  the  documents  furnished 
you,  for  proceeding  upon  the  mis- 
sion to  which  you  have  been  ap- 
pointed, of  minister  plenipoten- 
fiary  to  the  republic  of  Colombia, 


is  a  full  power  which  will  author* 
ise  you  to  negotiate  with  any  ple- 
fiipotentiary  or  plenipotentiariea  of 
that  government,  duly  provided 
with  like  powers,  sudi  a  treaty. 
The  president  wishes,  however, 
that  every  step  in  such  negotiation 
should  be  taken  with  full  delibera- 
tion. The  treaty,  if  concluded, 
must,  as  you  are  aware,  be  re- 
served subject  to  ratification  here, 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
senate,  by  the  constitutional  ma- 
jority of  two  thirds,  as  by  the 
constitution  of  Colombia,  (article 
120,)  their  treaties,  to  be  vahd, 
must  receive  the  consent  and  ap- 
probation of  their  congress. 

Our  commercial  relations  with 
the  Colombian  territory,  are  of  so 
recent  origin,  and  have  dep^ided 
so  much  upon  the  revolutionary 
condition  of  that  country  under 
which  they  have  arisen,  Uiat  oiv 
knowledge  of  their  state  and  cha- 
racter is  very  imperfect,  althoi^ 
we  are  certain  that  they  are  alto- 
gether difi^erent  fi'om  those  which 
may  be  expected  to  arise  fitim  per- 
manent interests,  when  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  republic  shall  be 
universally  recognized,  and  a  free 
trade  shaU  be  opened  to  its  iidiBbi- 
tants,  with  all  parts  of  the  worid. 
The  only  important  point  now  to 
be  settled,  as  the  radical  principle 
of  all  our  future  commercial  inte^ 
course,  is  the  basis  proposed  liy 
Mr.  Torres,  of  reciprocal  miSit§ 
andperfect  eqwdUy.  As  the  ne- 
cessary consequence  of  which,  yM 
will  claim  that,  without  waitii^^  fa 
the  conclusion  of  a  treaty,  the  con* 
merce  and  navigation  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the  ports  of  the  Ofh 
lombian  republic,  should  be  le^ 
ceived  on  the  footing  of  eqoiilf 
with  the  most  favored  natioa.  it 
is  hoped,  indeed,  that  on  your  v* 
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the  place  of  your  destina-  States,  by  fkcilitating  the  indirect 

a  will  find  the  principle  al-  trade  between  them  and  the  Bri- 

stded :  assurances  to  that  tish  colonies  in  the  West  Indies, 

aving  been  given  by  the  the  direct  trade  being  then  inter- 

of  foreign  relations  to  Mr.  dieted  by  the  laws  of  the  United 

States  and  of  Great  Britain.     But 

I  act  of  the  congress  of  Co-  this  trade  was  carried  on  more  ad- 

of  the  25th  of  September,  vantageously  to  the  United  States, 

n  impost  duty  of  7^   per  by  the  way  of  the  Swedish,  Danish, 

IS  laid  upon  all  articles  im-  and  Dutch  islands,  than  it  could  be 

rom  any  part  of  America,  by  that  of  the  Colombian  ports, 

ai  to  the  duty  upon   the  and  the  object  of  favoring  their 

des  imported  from  Europe,  own  shipping  appears  more  ob- 

i^rimination  was  mentioned  viously  as  the  motive'  of  the  law, 

rones,  at  the  time  of  his  than    that  of  &voring   the  com- 

D.      He   thought    it    had  merce  of  the  United  States.     The 

nly  from  an  inadvertency,  opening  of  the  direct  trade  between 

nised  to  write  concerning  the  United  States  and  the  British 

government.  Mr.  Todd  islands,  has,  at  all  events,  render- 
itructed  to  remonstrate  ed  aU  the  provisions  of  the  Colom- 
it,  which  he  accordingly  bian  law  of  27th  September,  1821, 
rom  his  correspondence  inoperative;  and  assurances  have 
oferences  relating  to  it,  been  given  by  Dr.  Gual,  that  at  the 
)  Colombian  minister  of  meeting  of  the  congress,  which 
relations.  Dr.  Gual,  it  ap-  was  to  take  place  in  March  last, 
lat  the  object  of  the  law  measures  would  be  taken  for  pro- 
burden  with  heavier  duties  curing  the  immediate  repeal  of  the 
rect  trade  from  Great  Bri-  discrimination,  to  the  disadvantage 
France,  carried  on  through  of  the  United  States,  prescribed 
ium  of  the  West  India  is-  by  the  law  of  the  25th  of  Septem- 
nd  thereby  to  present  to  ber. 

wers  an  inducement  to  ac-  The    spirit  of  the  Colombian 

ge  the  independence  of  the  constitution    is  explicitly  that  of 

However  just  or  rca-  entire  and  unqualified  independ- 

this  expedient  might  be,  ence ;  and  the  sentiments  express- 

erence  to  the  relations  be-  ed  by  Dr.  Gual  to  Mr.  Todd,  have 

le  Colombian  people  and  been  altogether  conformable  to  it. 

n  nations,    it  was  mani-  He  has  declared,  that  the  intention 

njurious    to     the    United  of  the  government  is  to  treat  all 

lor  was  its  injustice  in  any  foreign  nations  upon  the  footing  of 

compensated  by  the  pro-  equal  favor  and  of  perfect  recipro- 

f  another  law  of  the  con-  city.     This  is  all  that  the  United 

'  27th  September,    1821,  States  will  require,  and  this,8ofrr 

a  drawback  of  duties  up-  as  their  interests  are  concerned, 

portations  in  their  own  veS'  they  have  a  ri^t  to  exact, 

provisions  imported  from  It  had  been,  in  the  first  instance, 

ted  States.     It  is  alleged  proposed  by  Mr.  Torres,  that  the 

hial,  that  the  object  of  this  treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation 

irwas  to  favor  the  United  shoidd  be  negotiated  here,  ud  he 
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informed  me  that  a  minister  would 
be  api>ointcd,  with  powers  and  in- 
structions sufficient  for  concluding 
it  at  this  place.  Dr.  Gual  has  in- 
ibrmed  Mr.  Todd,  that  the  views 
of  the  Colombian  government  have 
since  undergone  a  Change  ;  and  al- 
though they  have  appointed  Mr. 
Salazar  as  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  in  March  last  he 
was  under  instructions  to  proceed 
forthwith  upon  his  mission  to  this 
country,  they  were,  nevertheless, 
exceedingly  desirous  that  the  treaty 
should  be  negotiated  there. 

The  president  deems  it  of  no 
material  importance  to  the  United 
States  whether  the  treatv  shall  be 

m 

negotiated  at  Washington  or  at 
Bogota:  but  the  proposal  having 
first  been  made  for  concluding  it 
here,  it  was  natural  to  inquire  what 
it  was  that  produced  the  change  in 
the  wishes  of  the  Colombian  go- 
vernment with  regard  to  the  scat  of 
the  negotiation.  Dr.  Gual  inti- 
mated confidentiaUy  to  Mr.  Todd, 
that  it  had  proceeded  from  two 
causes ;  one,  the  desire  to  esta- 
blish a  precedent^  which  might 
prevail  upon  the  great  European 
governments  to  negotiate  Ukewise 
with  the  republic  at  its  own  capi- 
tal, and  thereby  hasten  them  to  the 
recognition  of  Colombian  inde- 
pendence ;  and  the  other  a  jea- 
lousy of  their  own  negotiators  in 
Europe,  who  were  apt  to  become 
themselves  entangled  with  Eu- 
ropean intrigues,  and  to  involve 
the  republic  in  unsuitable  and  per- 
plexing engagements.  With  re- 
gard to  the  second  of  these  causes, 
whatever  occasion  may  have  been 
given  to  the  distrust  of  their  own 
agents  which  it  avows,  it  could 
have  no  application  to  their  trans- 
action with  tlie  United  States.    By 


assuming  the  principles  of  inde- 
pendence, equality,  and  reciproci- 
ty, as  the  foundations  of  all  our 
negotiations,  we  discard  all  the 
incentives  and  all  the  opportunities 
for  double  dealing,  overreaching 
and  corrupt  caballing.  We  sbdl 
ask  nothing  which  the  Colombiin 
republic  can  have  any  interest  to 
deny.  We  shall  offer  nothing  fiir  . 
wliich  she  may  be  unwilling  to  yield 
the  fair  equivalent.  To  the  other 
reason,  however,  the  president 
the  more  readily  accedes,  because 
perceiving  its  fiill  force,  it  gires 
him  an  opportunity  of  aiaiiifestiog 
in  action  the  friendly  dispooitioo 
of  the  United  States  towards  the 
republic,  and  their  readiness  to 
promote  by  all  proper  means  the 
recognition  of  its  independence  by 
the  great  European  powers. 

In  the  negotiation  of  all  com- 
mercial treaties,  there  is  undoubt- 
edly an  advantage,  at  least  of  con- 
venience, enjoyed  by  the  par^ 
which  treats  at  home ;  and  this  ad« 
vantage  acquires  greater  import- 
ance, when,  as  is  now  the  case 
with  both  parties,  the  treaty  to  be- 
come valid,  must  obtain  the  aflsenC 
of  legislative  assemblies.  This  ad- 
vantage, in  the  ordinary  comae  of 
things,  accrues  to  the  party  to 
whom  the  proposal  of  negotiitkB 
is  first  made.  Independent  tlMD  of 
all  questions  of  precedence,  aid 
without  resorting  to  the  ezunpb 
of  the  first  treaties  negotiated  bf 
the  United  States,  both  of  irtsdi 
considerations  have  been  mentioii- 
od  by  Mr.  Todd  to  Dr.  Gmd,  the 
United  States  mi^t  inaat  npoa 
having  the  negotiation  condaded 
here^  not  only  as  the  first  propoisl 
of  it  was  made  to  them,  but  be- 
cause the  proposal  itself  wasii  tial 
it  should  be  concluded  here,  the 
president,  however,  is  well  aw«ce 
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of  the  stimulus  which  a  treaty  ne-  amble  was  to  the  foundation  of  our 

gotiated,  and  even  a  negotiation  commercial  intercourse  with  the  rest 

known  to  be  in  progress  at  Bogo-  of  mankind,  what  the  declaration 

Ca,  MriU  apply  to  the  attention  of  of  independence  was  to  that  of  our 

European  interests,  and  has    no  internal    government.     The   two 

doubt  that  it  will  press  them  to  the  instruments  were  parts  of  one  and 

recognition  more  powerfully  than  the  same  system,  matured  by  long 

they  have  been  urged  by  the  exam-  and  anxious   dehberation  of  the 

pie,  or  are  Hkely  to  be  by  the  ex-  founders  of  this  union  in  the  ever 

hmtations  of  the  North  American  memorable  congress  of  1776  ;  and 

government.     You  are  according-  as  the  declaration  of  independence 

ly  furnished,  by  his  direction,  with  was  the  fountain  of  all  our  mu- 

the  full  power  necessary  for  the  nicipal  institutions,  the  preamble  to 

conclusion  of  the  treaty.  the  treaty  with  France  laid  the  cor- 

Dr.   Gual  informed  Mr.  Todd,  ner  stone  for  all  our  subsequent 

that  the  project  of  the  treaty  was  transactions  of  intercourse  with  fb- 

already  prepared,  and  that  a  copy  reign  nations.   Its  principles  should 

of  it  would  be  committed  to  Mr.  be,  therefore,  deeply  impressed  up- 

Salazar,  with  powers  and  instruc-  on  the  mind  of  every  statesman  and 

'  tioDS  authorizing  him  to  conclude  negotiator  of  this  union,  and  the 

the  negotiation  if  this  government  first  four  articles  of  the  treaty  with 

flboukl  insist  upon  its  being  com-  France  contain  the  practical  expo- 

pleted  here.     The  arrival  of  Mr.  sition  of  those  principles  which  may 

Salazar  may  be  expected  from  day  serve  as  models  for  insertion  in  the 

to  day.     In  the  mean  time,  we  are  projected  treaty,  or  in  any  other 

yet  unacquainted  with  the  particu-  that  we  may  hereafter  negotiate 

br  objects  of  commercial  inter-  with  any  of  the  rising  republics  of 

coarse  which  the  Colombian  go-  the  south. 

ramment  wishes  to  regulate  with  There  is,  indeed,  a  principle  of 

xm  by  treaty.      The  only  object  still    more     expansive    liberality, 

whicn  we  shall  have  much  at  heart  which  may  be  assumed  as  the  basis 

in  the  negotiation,  will  be  the  sane-  of  commercial  intercourse  between 

tkm,  by  solemn  compact,  of  the  nation  and  nation.     It  is  that  of 

broad  and  Uberal  principles  of  in-  placing  the  foreigner^  in  regard  to 

iqfemdenee^  equal  favors^  and  re-  all  objects  of  navigation  and  com- 

ctfroeky.    With  this  view  I  re-  merce,  upon  a  footing  of  equal  fa- 

conmiend   to  your  particular  at-  vor  with  a  native  citizen,  and  to 

lentioQ  the  preamble,  and  fh-st  four  that  end,  of  abolishing  all  discrimi- 

artides  of  the  first  treaty  of  amity  nating  duties  and  charges  whatso- 

and  commerce  between  the  United  ever.     This  principle  is  altogether 

States  and  France,  concluded  on  congenial  to  the  spirit  of  our  insti- 

the  6th  of  February,  1778.     The  tutions,  and  the  main  obstacle  to 

preamble  b  believed  to  be  the  first  its  adoption  consists  in  this  :  that 

mstanee  on  the  diplomatic  records  the   fairness   of  its  operation  dc- 

of  nations,  upon  which  the  true  pends  upon  its  being  admitted  uni- 

principles  of  aU  fair  commercial  versaUy,     For,  while  two  mari- 

a^jotiation  between  independent  time  and  commercial  nations  should 

•Cafes  were  laid  down  and  pro-  bind  themselves  to  it  as  a  compact 

clumed  to  the  world.    That  pre-  operative    only  between  ikem^  a 
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tliird  power  might  avail  itself  of  its  States  and  the  British  possessions 
own  restrictive  and  discriminating  in  India  was  differently  regulated 
regulations,  to  secure  advantages  hy  another  article  of  the  same  con- 
to  its  own  people,  at  the  expense  vention,  and  that  between  the  Uni- 
of  both  the  parties  to  the  treaty,  ted  States  and  the  British  colonies 
The  United  States  have  nevertlie-  in  America  was  expressly  excepted 
less  made  considerable  advances  from  the  convention,  leaving  each 
in  tlieir  proposals  to  other  nations  party  to  the  exercise,  in  this  respect, 
towards  the  general  establishment  of  its  own  rights.  This  conventioo, 
of  tliis  most  liberal  of  all  principles  originally  limited  to  four  years,  was 
of  commercial  intercourse.  afterwards,  by  the  convention  of 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1815,  im-  20th  October,  1818,  (U.  S.  Laws, 

mediately  after  tlie  conclusion  of  vol.  6,  p.  607.)  extended  for  the 

our  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  term  often  years  from  that  time, 
an  act  of  congress,  (U.  S.  Laws,        On  the  4th  of  September,  1816, 

vol.  4.  p.  824,)  repealed  so  much  (U.  S.  Laws,  vol.  6,  p.  64S.)  a 

of  the  discriminating  duties  of  ton-  treaty  with  Sweden  and   Norway 

nage  and  impost,  as  were  imposed  was  concluded,  and  extended  to 

on   foreign   vessels  and  merchan-  the  Swedish  island  of  St.  Bartbob- 

dise,  beyond  the  duties  imposed  on  mew,  in  the  West  Indies ;  by  the 

the  same  in  our  own  vessels ;  so  second  article  of  which,  the  same 

far  as  they  respected  the  produce  principle  is  established,  of  equal 

or  manufacture  of  the  nation  to  duties  and  charges,   of  tonnage, 

which  the  foreign  vessel  might  be-  impost,   export,   and   prohibition, 

hmg.     The  repeal  to  take  effect  in  upon  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  be- 

favor  of  any  foreign  nation,  when-  ing  of  the  produce  or  manufacture 

ever  the  president  of  the  United  of  the  respective  countries,  whether 

States  should  be  satisfied  that  the  in  vessels  of  the  foreigner  or  the 

discriminating  or  countervailing  du-  native.    The  duration  <^  this  treaty 

ties  of  such  foreign  nation,  so  far  is  limited  to  the  S5th  of  Scptem- 

as  they  operated  to  the  disadvan-  ber,  1826. 
tage  of  the  United  States,  had  been        On  the  20th  of  April,   1818, 

abolished.  (U.  S.  Laws,  vol.  6,  p^  344.)  an 

On  the  3d  of  July,  1815,  (U.  S.  act  of  congress,  repealed  all  dis- 

Laws,  vol.  6,  p.  603,)  a  conven-  criminating  duties  of  tonnage  and 

tion  was  concluded    with    Great  impost  in  fiivor  of  the  veswib  of 

Britain,  by  the  second  article  of  the  Netherlands^  and  their  cargoes, 

which,  this  principle  was  adopted  being  of  the  produce  or  manufiy^ 

for  the  commercial  intercourse  be-  ture  of  the  territories  m  JSkftfe,  of 

tween  the  United  States  and  tlie  the  king  of  the  Netherlands,  or 

British   territories  in  Europe ;  so  ^^  such  produce  and  mamfadmH 

far  as  related  to  duties  and  charges  as  can  only  6e,  or  mosi  usuaUyrni^ 

of  tonnage,  impost,  export,  and  first  shipped  from  a  port  or  plaee 

bounties  upon  articles  of  the  pro-  in  the  kingdom  itfaresaid.^^    8oA 

duce  or  manufacture  of  the  two  repeal  to  take  effect  from  the  time 

countries,  respectively.   It  was  par-  the  government  of  the  Netherlaadi 

tially  admitted  for  drawbacks.   But  had  abolished  its  diacrinunatiiigdD- 

thc  intercourse  between  the  United  ties  upon  the  vesseb  of  the  UaHied 
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States,  and  on  merchandise  import- 
ed in  them,  being  of  the  produce  or 
manufacture  of  the  United  States. 

By  an  act  of  3d  March,  1819,  in 
addition  to  the  above,  (U.  S.  Laws, 
vol.  6,  p.  411.)  it  was  extended  in 
all  its  provisions  and  limitations,  to 
the  vessels  of  Prussia^  of  the  city 
of  Hamburgh  and  of  tlie  city  of 
Bremen, 

This  same  act  of  3d  of  March, 
1819,  limited  its  own  duration,  and 
that  of  the  act  to  which  it  was  in 
addition,  and  the  act  of  3d  March, 
1815,  itself,  to  the  1st  of  January, 
1824. 

The  provisions  of  the  3d  March, 
1815,  have  been  extended  by  pro- 
clamations of  the  president  of  tlie 
United  States,  as  follows : — 

1818,  24th  July,  to  the  free  and 
Hanseatic  city  of  Bremen.  (U.  S. 
Laws,  vol.  6,  p.  599.) 

1st.  August,  to  the  free  and 
Hanseatic  city  of  Hamburg. — ^p. 
600. 

1820,  4th  May,  the  free  and 
Hanseatic  city  of  Lubeck. — p.  601 . 

1821,  20th  August,  to  the  king- 
dom of  Norway. — ^p.  602. 

22d  November,  to  the  dukedom 
of  Oldenburg. — ^p.  774. 

You  will  observe  that  the  acts  of 
3d  March,  1819,  admitted  the  ves- 
flela  of  Hamburg  and  Bremen  to 
advantages  more  extensive  than 
those  offered  by  the  act  of  3d 
March,  1815,  and  which  had  al- 
ready been  secured  to  them,  by 
the  proclamations  of  24th  July,  and 
lat  August,  1818.  The  same  en- 
largement of  the  favors  offered  by 
the  act  of  3d  March,  1815,  is  ex- 
tended to  the  vessels  of  the  Nether- 
lands, and  of  Prussia.  While  Nor- 
way has  the  double  security,  of  the 
Kciple  offered  in  the  act  of  3d 
ch,  1815,  by  the  stipulation  in 
the  treaty  with  Sweden,  and  by  the 


president's  proclamation  under  the 
act. 

The  proclamation  with  regard  to 
Norway,  was  founded  on  an  act  of 
the  government  of  that  kingdom, 
not  extending,  however,  to  Swe- 
den, abolishing  all  discrimmating 
duties  whatsoever,  in  the  Norwe^ 
gian  ports,  between  their  own  ves- 
sels, and  vessels  of  the    United 
States,  and  upon  their  cargoes,  of 
whatsoever  origin,  and  whenceso- 
ever  coming.     This  is  the  consum- 
mation of  the  principle  of  treating 
the  foreigner,  in  respect  to  naviga- 
tion and  foreign  commerce,  upon 
a  footing  of  equal  favor  vnth  the 
native.     The  government  of  Nor- 
way, in  adopting  this  regulation, 
required  that  it  should  be  recipro- 
cally granted  to  Norwegian  ves- 
sels and  their  cargoes  in  the  porta 
of  tlic  United  States.     This,  how- 
ever, could  be  granted  only  by  an 
act  of  congress  ;    and  the  procla- 
mation could  only  extend  to  them 
under  the  tor,  that  to  which  they 
were  already  entitled  by  the  ireaiff. 
The  subject  was  submitted  to 
congress  by  a  message  from  the 
president,  towards  the  close  of  the 
first  session  of  the  17th  congress, 
(1st  May,  1822,)  and  the  general 
policy  of  our  commercial  system, 
with  particular  reference  to  Uie  act 
of  3d  March,  1815,  and  the  subse- 
quent measures  resulting  from  it, 
had  been  reviewed  in  the  message 
of  5th  December,    1821,   at  the 
commencement  of  the  same  ses- 
sion.    The  principle  offered  by  the 
Norwegian  government  could  not, 
however,  then  have  been  accepted, 
without  great  disadvantage  to  the 
United  States.     Our  direct  trade 
with  the  British  colonies  in  Ame- 
rica, was  interdicted  by  our  own 
and  British  laws.  That  with  France 
was  under  countervailing  regub* 
10 
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tions  of  both  parties^  equivalent  to  them,  the  interests  of  our  ohd 
interdiction.  To  have  granted  then  country,  to  be  affected  by  the  re- 
to  Norwegian  ve8sels,  unrestricted  strictive  ordinances  of  others.  An 
admission  into  our  ports,  upon  the  exception  must  be  made  with  re- 
saine  terms  with  our  own,  would  gard  to  tlie  ports  of  St.  Augustine, 
in  fact  have  granted  them  privile-  and  Pensacola,  where,  by  the  15th 
ges  which  our  own  did  not,  and  article  of  the  late  treaty  with  Spain, 
could  not  enjoy.  Our  own  being  special  privileges  are  secured  to 
under  the  operation  of  restrictions  Spanish  vessels,  until  the  22d  of 
and  prohibitions,  ordained  by  Bri-  May,  1833. 
tain  and  France,  from  which  the  Among  the  usual  objects  <^  ne- 
Norwegian  vesseb  would  have  gotiation  in  treaties  of  commerce 
been  exempt.  and  navigation,  are  the  liberty  of 

Our  direct  trade  with  the  British    conscience  and  of  rehgrious  wor- 
American  colonies  has  since  been    ship.     Articles  to  this  effect  have 
opened,  and  that  with  France  has    been  seldom  admitted  in  Romu 
been    restored ;     both,    however.    Catholic  countries,  and  are  even 
shackled  with    countervailing  re-    interdicted  by  the  present  'consti- 
strictions  and  regulations,  burden-    tution  of  Spain.     The  South  Ame* 
some  to  those  by  whom  it  may  be    rican  republics  have  been  too  much 
carried  on.     As  the  act  of  con-    under  the  influence  of  the  same  in- 
gress of  3d  March,  1815,  and  all    tolerant  spirit;  but  the  Colombian 
the  regulations  founded  upon  it,    constitution    is    honorably  distin* 
will  expire  on  the  1st  of  January    guished    by  exemption    from   it. 
next,  the  whole  subject  will  again    The  10th  and  1 1th  articles  of  our 
be  before  that  body  at  their  next    troaty  with  Prussia,  or  articles  to 
session,  for  revisai.     In  this  state    the  Hke  effect,  may  be  proposed 
of  things,  it  may  be  perhaps  most    for  insertion  in  the  projected  treaty ; 
prudent,  in  the  commercial  nego-    and  after  setting  the  first  example 
tiations  with  the  republic  of  Colom-    in  South  America^  of  a  constitu* 
bia,  to  adhere  to  the  principle  of  tion   unsullied  by   prohibitions  of 
equal  favor  to  the  most  friendly    religious  liberty,  Colombia  will  de- 
nation^  leaving  that  of  equal  favor   serve  new  honors  in  the  veneratioD 
vnJih  the  wAvee^  for  future  conside-    ofprescnt  and  future  ag«s,  by  giving 
ration   and  concert  between  the    her  positive  sanction  to  the  fi'eedom 
parties.  of  conscience,  and  by  stipulating  it 

To  the  same  extent  however,  as    in  her  first  treaty  with  these  Unktod 
we  are   already  bound  by   treaty    States.     It  is,  in  truth,  an  esBentkl 
with  Great  Britain,  until  October,    part  of  the  system  of  American  ia* 
1828,  and  with  Sweden,  until  Sep-    dependence.     Civil,  political,  com* 
tember,  1826,  you  may  safely  pro-    mercial,  and  religious  liberty,  we 
ceed,  taking  the  second  article  of  but  various  modifications,  of  one 
each  of  those    compacts    for  .a    great  principle,  founded  in  the  on- 
model,  and  forming  an  article  em-    alienable  rights  of  human  naturOi 
bracing  the  stipulations  of  both,    and  before  the  umversal  applica- 
Thus  far  we  may  safely  go  with    tion  of  which,  the  colonial  Aom^ 
any  one,  or  more  foreign  nations,    nation  of  Europe,  oTer  the  Abhti* 
without  endangering,  by  the  libe-    can  hemisphere,  has  fidlen,  aad  m 
rality  of  our   engagements  with    crumbling  into  dust     Oml  fiberty 
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van  be  established  on  no  founda-  lombia,  if  permanently  organized, 
tion  of  human  reason,  which  will  to  embrace  the  whole  territory 
not  at  the  same  time  demonstrate  which  it  now  claims,  and  blessed 
the  right  to  reUgious  freedom.  The  with  a  government,  effectually  pro- 
tendency  oi'  the  spirit  of  the  age  is  tective  of  tlie  rights  of  its  people, 
so  strong  towards  reUgious  liberty,  is  undoubtedly  destined  to  become, 
that  we  cannot  doubt  it  will  soon  hereafter,  one  of  the  mightiest  na- 
banish  from  the  constitutions  of  the  tions  of  the  earth.  Its  central 
southern  republics  of  this  hemi-  position  upon  the  surface  of  the 
sphere,  all  those  intolerant  reli-  globe ;  directly  communicating  at 
gious  establishments,  with  which  once  with  the  Pacific  and  Atlantic 
they  have  hitherto  been  trammel-  oceans,  north  and  south,  with  the 
led.  Religious  and  military  coer-  Caribbean  sea  and  the  gulf  of 
cion  will  be  alike  discarded  from  Mexico,  brings  it  into  relations  of 
all  tlic  institutions  framed  for  the  proximity  with  every  other  part  of 
protection  of  human  rights,  in  civil  the  world,  while  the  number  and 
society  of  independent  nations  :  variety  of  its  ports,  on  every  sea 
and  the  freedom  of  opinion  and  ot  by  which  it  is  surrounded ;  the 
&ith,  will  be  guarantied  by  tlie  magnitude  and  extent  of  its  navi- 
aame  sanction  as  the  rights  to  per-  gable  rivers,  three  of  which,  the 
sonal  liberty  and  security.  To  pro-  Amazon,  the  Orinoco  and  the 
mote  this  event  by  all  the  moral  Magdalena,  are  among  the  largest 
influence  which  we  can  exercise,  in  the  world,  intersecting  witli  num- 
whether  of  example,  of  friendly  berless  tributary  streams,  and,  in 
counsel,  or  of  persuasion,  is  among  every  direction,  the  continent  of 
the  duties  which  devolve  upon  us  South  America,  and  furnishing  the 
in  the  formation  of  our  future  rela-  means  of  water-communications, 
tions  with  our  southern  neighbors ;  from  every  point  of  its  circumfe- 
and  in  the  intercourse  which  is  rence,  to  every  spot  upon  its  sur- 
bereafter  to  subsist  between  us,  as  face ;  the  fertility  of  its  soil,  the 
their  citizens  who  may  visit,  or  general  healthiness  and  beauty  of 
transiently  reside  witli  us,  will  en-  its  climate ;  the  profusion  with 
joy  the  benefit  of  religious  free-  which  it  breeds  and  bears  the  pre- 
dom  in  its  utmost  latitude ;  we  are  cious  and  Uie  useful  metals,  present 
bound  to  claim  for  our  country-  a  combination  of  elements,  unpa- 
men,  who  may  occasionally  dwell  ralleled  in  the  location  of  the  hu- 
for  a  time  with  them,  the  recipro-  man  race  ;  and  reheve  at  least  from 
cal  exercise  of  the  same  natural  all  charge  of  enthusiasm,  the  sen- 
rights,  timent  expressed  by  the  late  Mr. 
In  the  present  imperfect  state  of  Torres,  that  this  rcpubhc  appeared 
our  information  with  regard  to  the  to  have  been  destined,  by  the  Au- 
^mt'mg  commerce  between  tlie  thor  of  nature,  ^^  as  the  centre  and 
two  countries,  and  the  uncertainty  the  empire  of  the  human  fiunily/' 
what  its  future  and  permanent  rela-  But  it  is  to  moii,  placed  in  a  pa^ 
tions  may  be,  it  would  be  useless  radise  like  this,  that  nature  with 
to  enter  into  any  further  detail  of  her  loudest  voice,  exclaims :  ^  God 
articles,  which  it  may  be  proper  to  to  thee  has  done  his  part — do 
propose  for  the  intended  treaty  of  thine,"  and  the  part  of  man  so 
comroerce.    The  republic  of  Co-  gifted  and  so  endowed,  is  to  enjoy. 


76J 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1825-^. 


and  to  communicate  the  bounties 
of  Providence,  so  largely  lavished 
upon  him,  and  not  to  fancy  him- 
self destined  to  the  empire  of  the 
human  family.  If  the  natural  ad- 
vantages, bestowed  upon  the  Co- 
lombian territory,  were  to  be  im- 
proved by  its  inhabitants,  only  for 
purposes  of  empire,  that,  which 
nature  has  bestowed  as  a  blessing 
upon  them,  would,  in  its  conse- 
quences, prove  a  curse  inflicted 
upon  the  rest  of  mankind.  The 
territory  of  Colombia  contains,  at 
this  moment,  little  more  tlian  three 
millions  and  a  half  of  souls.  Were 
it  only  as  populous  as  its  late  pa- 
rent country,  Spain,  it  would  bear 
one  hundred  millions,  and,  if  as 
populous  as  France,  nearly  three 
times  that  number.  At  the  most 
rapid  rate  of  increase,  which  hu- 
man population  has  ever  attained, 
even  a  doubling  every  quarter  of  a 
century,  the  republic  of  Colombia, 
for  two  hundred  years  to  come,  may 
devote  all  her  exertions  to  the  im- 
provement of  her  internal  means  of 
subsistence,  for  tlie  multiplying  my- 
riads of  her  people,  without  seek- 
ing support  from  the  extension  of 
her  empire  beyond  her  own  bor- 
ders. Let  her  look  to  commerce 
and  naoigaiion^t  and  not  to  empire, 
as  her  means  of  communication 
with  the  rest  of  the  human  family. 
These  are  the  principles  upon 
which  our  confederated  repubhc  is 
founded,  and  they  are  those  upon 
which  we  hope  our  sisters  of  the 
southern  continent  will  ultimately 
perceive  it  to  be  for  their  own 
welfare,  no  less  than  for  that  of 
the  world,  that  they  should  found 
themselves. 

The  maierials  of  commercial 
intercourse,  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Colombian  republic, 
ore  at  present  not  many.    Our  ex- 


ports to  it  hitherto,  have  been  con- 
fined to  flour,  rice,  salted  provi- 
sions, lumber,  a  few  manufactured 
articles,  warlike  stores  and  arms, 
and  some  £ast  India  productions, 
for  which  we  have  received  cocoa, 
coflee,  indigo,  hides,  copper  and 
specie.  Much  of  this  trade  has 
originated  and  has  continued,  only 
by  the  war  in  which  that  country 
has  been  engaged,  and  will  cease 
with  it.  As  producing  and  navi- 
gating nations,  the  United  States 
and  Colombia  will  be  rather  com- 
petitors and  rivals  than  customen 
to  each  other.  But,  as  navigators 
and  manufacturers,  ire  are  already 
so  far  advanced  in  a  career,  upon 
which  they  are  yet  to  enter,  that 
we  may,  for  many  years  after  the 
conchision  of  the  war,  maintain 
with  them  a  commercial  inter- 
course, highly  beneficial  to  both 
parties,  as  carriers  to  and  for  them 
of  numerous  articles  of  manu&c* 
ture  and  of  foreign  produce.  It 
is  tlie  nature  of  commerce,  when 
unobstructed  by  the  interference 
of  authority,  to  find  its  own  chan- 
nels, and  to  make  its  own  wav. 
Let  us  only  not  undertake  to  r^u- 
late  that  which  will  best  regulate 
itself. 

In  the  conferences  between  Dr. 
Gual  and  Mr.  Todd,  the  Cofem- 
bian  minister  of  foreign  affiurs  his 
spoken  of  treaties,  oMmmI  treaties 
of  alliance,  concluded  by  the  Co- 
lombian plenipotentiary,  Mosquera, 
with  the  governments  of  Peru  and 
of  Chili,  and  which  he  expected 
would  also  be  shortly  concluded 
with  Buenos  Ayres.  The  purport 
of  these  treaties  was  mentioned  by 
Dr.  Gual  only  in  general  terms, birt 
he  said  that  Mr.  Salazar  would  be 
authorised  to  communicate  copiss 
of  them  to  this  government,  and 
eventually   to   propose    that  the 
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United  States  should    accede  to  to  listen  to  overtures  on  her  part^ 

them,  or  take  a  part  in  the  system,  unaccompanied  with  an  acknow- 

which  it  was  their  purpose  to  ori-  ledgment  of  the  independence  of 

ginate.    In  January  last,  about  the  all." 

same  time  when  Dr.  Gual  was  Mr.  Prevost,  as  well  as  Dr. 
making  this  confidential  communis  Gual,  entertains  higher  expecta- 
cation  to  Mr.  Todd,  we  learn  by  tions  of  the  success  of  this  nego- 
despatches  from  Mr.  Forbes,  that  tiation  at  Buenos  Ay  res  than  Mr. 
Mr.  Mosquera  was  at  Buenos  Forbes.  Mr.  Prevost  thinks  that 
Ayres,  and  had  made  his  proposals  it  must  succeed,  although  the  go- 
of negotiation  to  tlie  government  vernment  of  Buenos  Ayres  is  se- 
there.  Mr.  Forbes  speaks  doubt-  cretly  averse  to  it,  and  imphcated 
fully  of  his  prospects  of  success,  in  secret  intrigues  with  the  Portu- 
The  general  intention,  but  not  the  guese  government  and  general  Le 
specific  purport  of  the  treaties.  Cor,  for  a  confederacy  of  a  diffisr- 
had  also  been  communicated  by  ent  character.  Dr.  Gual  told  Mr. 
Mr.  Mosquera  to  Mr.  Forbes.  Todd  tiiat  proposals  had  been  made 
But  the  Colombian  minister  had  by  the  Portuguese  goverimient  at 
been  more  confidential  with  Mr.  Lisbon,  to  Colombia,  for  a  general 
Prevost,  who,  in  a  despatch  dated  confederacy  of  all  America,  north 
the  14th  of  December  last,  states  and  south,  together  with  the  con- 
that  he  had  obtained  a  sight  of  the  stitutional  governments  of  Porfv- 
original  treaty.  He  describes  it  in  gal  and  Spain,  as  a  counterpoise 
a  preceding  letter,  as  a  treaty  of  al-  to  the  European  holy  aUiance  ; 
liance  offensive  and  defensive,  con-  but  he  said  they  had  been  rejected 
taining  ^^  a  pledge  from  each  of  the  on  account  of  their  European  ot- 
contracting  parties  to  send  depu-  pect.  Loose  and  indefinite  pro- 
ties  to  the  isthmus,  within  a  limited  jects  of  the  same  kind  have  been 
time,  for  the  double  purpose  of  ef>  presented  by  the  present  Portu- 
fiBcting  an  union  in  support  of  a  guese  government  to  us,  but  they 
representative  system  throughout,  have  never  been  considered  even 
and  of  preventing  partial  associa-  as  objects  of  deliberation  :  Brazil 
tions  with  any  one  of  the  powers  has  declared  its  own  independence 
in  Europe.  An  agent  (he  adds)  of  Portugal,  and  constituted  itself 
has  gone  to  Mexico  with  the  same  into  an  empire  with  an  emperor  at 
object,  and  it  is  in  contemplation,  its  head.  General  Le  Cor  has  lost 
as  soon  as  the  several  treaties  shall  the  real  command  of  his  own  army, 
be  ratified  by  Colombia,  to  invite  a  and  has  been,  or  bannot  fail  shortly 
representation  from  the  United  to  be,  compelled  to  embark,  with 
Btetes,  to  preside  at  a  meeting  in-  all  his  European  Portuguese  troops, 
tended  to  assimilate  the  politics  of  for  Lisbon.  Then  will  come  the 
the  south  with  those  of  the  north;"  question  between  Buenos  Ayres 
and  in  a  letter  of  14th  December,  and  Brazil,  for  Monte  Video  and 
after  having  seen  the  treaty,  he  the  Oriental  Band  of  La  Plata, 
says,  ^  it  embraces  in  the  most  Of  this  mighty  movement  in  hu- 
express  terms,  the  several  objects  man  affairs,  mightier  far  than  that 
to  which  I  alluded,  together  with  a  of  the  downfal  of  the  Roman  em- 
stipulation  not  to  enter  into  partial  pire,  the  United  States  may  con- 
arrangements  with  Spain,  and  not  tinue  to  be,  as  they  have  been 
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hitherto,  the  tranquil,  but  deeply 
attentive  specUtors.  They  najf, 
also,  in  the  various  vicissitudes  by 
which  it  must  be  followed,  be  call- 
ed to  assume  a  more  active  and 
leading  part  in  its  progress.  Float- 
ing, undigested  purposes  of  this 
great  American  confederation  have 
been  for  sometime  fermenting  in 
the  iuiaginations  of  many  specu- 
lative statesmen,  nor  is  the  idea  to 
be  disdainfully  rejected,  because 
its  magnitude  may  appal  the  un- 
derstanding of  politicians  accus- 
tomed to  the  more  minute,  but 
more  complicated  machinery  of  a 
contracted  political  standard. 

So  far  as  the  proposed  Colom- 
bian confederacy  has  for  its  object 
a  combined  system  of  total  and  un- 
qualified independence  of  Europe, 
to  the  exclusion  of  all  partial  com- 
positions of  any  one  of  the  eman- 
cipated colonies,  with  Spain,  it 
will  have  the  entire  approbation 
and  good  wishes  of  the  United 
States,  but  will  require  no  special 
agency  of  theirs  to  carry  it  into 
eneci* 

So  far  as  its  purposes  may  be  to 
concert  a  general  system  of  popu- 
lar representation  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  several  independent 
states  which  are  floating  from  the 
wreck  of  the  Spanish  power  in 
America,  the  United  States  will 
still  cheer  it  with  their  approba- 
tion, and  speed  with  their  good 
wishes  its  success. 

And  so  far  as  its  objects  may  be 
to  accomplish  a  meeting,  at  which 
the  United  States  sliould  preside, 
to  assimilate  the  pohtics  of  the 
south  with  those  of  the  north,  a 
more  particular  and  definite  view 
of  the  end  proposed  by  this  de- 
sign, and  of  the  means  by  winch 
it  is  to  be  effected,  will  be  neces- 
sary to  enable  us  to  determine  up- 


on our  concurrence  with  it.  Au 
agent  firom  France,  named  Moliea, 
and  Mr.  Lorich,  the  consul-genenl 
of  Sweden  in  the  United  States,  ar- 
rived at  Bogota  in  January  last 
Dr.  Gual  told  Mr.  Todd,  tliat  Mo- 
lien  had  no  letters  or  avowed  pow- 
ers, though  he  had  intimated  he 
was  tliere  by  authority  ;  that  he 
was  considered  as  a  spy  on  bebilf 
of  a  faction  in  France.  ^^  He  had 
insinuated  that  the  United  States 
were  u^uenced  bff  uUereeted  mh 
Hcee^  in  recognizing  the  new  go> 
vernments  in  South  America,  tkti 
our  u^Utence  in  Europe  had  hem 
impaured  by  a  measure  which  wee 
considered  premaUire ;  and  that  he 
supposed  we  were  now  endeavor- 
ing to  procure  exclusive  advantages 
for  having  been  the  first  to  recog- 
nize." And  Dr.  Gual  added,  that 
Mr.  Molien  undertook  ^  to  give 
him  some  advice  as  to  our  views.*' 
Mr.  Lorich  came  with  authority. 

The  political  systems  of  Europe 
are  all  founded  upon  partial  rights 
and  exckieive  privileges.  The  co- 
lonial system  had  no  other  basis ; 
and  having  no  generous  or  liberal 
views  of  their  own,  it  is  not  sur- 
prising that  they  should  entertain 
and  disseminate  suspicions  of  the 
disinterestedness  of  others.  The 
French  government  sends  an  agent 
to  Bogota,  without  daring  to  tnnt 
him  with  a  credential  or  an  avowed 
power ;  and  he  executes  his  oooh 
mission  by  misrepresenting  our 
motives,  upon  mepicume^  whkh 
those  to  whom  he  makes  the  mis- 
representations know  to  be  un- 
founded, and  by  testifying  to  those 
who  were  benefitted  by  our  recog- 
nition, that  we  had  made  it  by  tha 
sacrifice  of  some  part  of  our  influ- 
ence in  Europe.  It  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  address  of  the 
agent  in  the  performance  of  fai^ 
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tnisti  was  upon  a  level  with  the  the  request  of  Mr.  Torres,  on  his 

candor  and  frankness  in  which  it  dying  bed,  and  signified  to  us  after 

originated.  lus  decease,   Mr.   Rush  was  in- 

We  are  well  aware  that  our  re«  structed  to  give  every  aid  in  his 

cognition  of  South  American  in-  power,  without  oiience  to  the  Bri* 

dependence  was  not  palatable  to  tish  government,  to  obtain  the  ad- 

the  taste  of  any  of  the  European  mission  of  Mr.  Ravenga ;  of  which 

governments.     But  we  felt  that  it  instruction  we  have  recent  assu- 

was  a  subject  upon  winch  it  be-  ranees  from  Mr.  Rush  that  he  is 

came  us  to  take  the  lead,  and  as  constantly  mindful.     Our  own  re- 

wc  knew  that  the  European  go*  cognition  undoubtedly  opened  all 

vcrnments,  sooner  or  later  must  the  ports  of  Europe  to  the  Colom- 

and  would,  whether  with  good  or  bian  flag,  and  your  mission  to  Go- 

with  bad  grace,  follow  our  exam-  lombia,  as  well  as  those  to  Buenos 

pie,  we  determined  that  both  Eu-  Ayres  and  Chili,  cannot   fail   to 

rope  and  America  should  have  the  stimulate  the  cabinets  of  maritime 

benefit  of  it.     We  hope,  also,  and  Europe,  if  not  by  the'liberal  mo- 

Chis  is  the  only  return  which  we  tives  which  influenced  us,  at  least 

aak,  and  have  a  right  to  ask,  fix»m  by  selfish  impulses,  to  a   direct, 

the  South  Americans  for  our  for-  simple,  and  unconditional  recogni- 

wardness  in  their  favor,  that  Eu-  tion.     We  shall  pursue  this  policy 

rope  will  be  compelled  to  follow  steadily  through  all  the  changes  to 

the  whole  of  our  example ;  that  is,  be  foreseen,  of  European  i^airs. 

to  recognize  without  condition  and  There  is  every  reason  to  believe 

without  equivalent.     We  claim  no  that  the  preponderating  tendency 

exclusive  privil^re  for  ourselves,  of  the  war  in  Spain,  will  be  to  pro- 

We  trust  to  the  sense  of  justice,  as  mote  the  universal  recognition  of 

well  as  to  the  interest  of  the  South  all  the  South   American   govem- 

Americans,  the  denial  of  all  ex-  ments ;   and,  at    all  events,   our 

closive  privileges  to  others.    The  course  will  be  to  promote  it  by 

Colombian  government,  at  various  whatever  influence  we  may  pos- 

tiraes,  have  manifested  a  desire  that  seas." 

the  United  States  should  take  some  *^  One  of  the  complaints  of  Mr. 

further  and  active  part  in  obtaining  Liowry,  was  relative  to  the  case  of 

the   recognition  of  their  indepen-  the  ship  Caravan,  from  Providence, 

dence  by  the  European    govern-  captured  by  a  Colombian  cruiser, 

ments,  and  particularly  by  Great  and  carried  into  La  Guayra,  where 

Britain.    This  has  been  done  even  the  vessel  had  been  cleared  as  neu- 

before  it  was  solicited.     All  the  tral ;  and  the  cargo  condemned  as 

minislers  of  the  United  States  in  enemy's  property.    Mr.  LiOwry  had 

Europe,  have,  for  many  years,  been  invoked  the  stipulations  of  various 

instructed  to  promote  the  cause,  treaties  establishing  and  recogni- 

by  any  means  consistent  with  pro-  zing  the  principle  that  fi'ee  ships 

priety,  and  adapted  to  their  end,  at  make  fiee  goods ;  the  application 

the  respective  places  of  their  re-  of  which  is  denied  by  Dr.  Gual, 

Bidencc.     The  formal  proposal  of  who  appealed  to  the  instructions 

a  concerted  recognition  was  made  from  Mr.  Pickering,  in  1 797,  to 

to  Great  Britain,  before  the  con-  Messrs.  Marshall,  Pinckney,  and 

f^resi  of  Aiz  La  Chapelle.     At  Gerry,  our  envoys  in  France. 


80J  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  18-25— ii. 

By  the  general  usage  of  nations,  lion,  and  unjust  in  its  nature :  and 
independent  of  treaty  stipulations,  it  never  fails,  in  time  of  maritime 
tJie  property  of  an  enemy  is  liable  war,  to  produce  irritation  and  ani- 
to  capture  in  the  vessel  of  a  friend,  mosity  between  the  belligerent  and 
It  is  not  possible  to  justify  this  rule  the  neutral.  So  universally  has  this 
upon  any  sound  principle  of  the  been  found  to  be  its  consequence, 
law  of  nature ;  for,  by  that  law,  that  all  tiie  maritime  nations  of 
the  belligerent  party  has  no  right  modern  Europe  have  shown  their 
to  pursue  or  attack  his  enemy  sense  of  it,  by  stipulating  in  tret- 
without  the  jurisdiction  of  either  ties  the  contrary  principle,  namely, 
of  tliem.  I'he  high  seas  are  a  ge-  that  the  property  of  an  enemy  shall 
neral  jurisdiction  common  to  all,  be  protected  in  the  vessel  of  a  friend, 
qualified  by  a  special  jurisdiction  Great  Britain  herself,  the  most  un- 
of  each  nation  over  its  own  ves-  willing  to  admit  this  principle,  be- 
sels.  As  tlie  theatre  of  general  cause  the  most  enabled  to  use  the 
and  common  jurisdiction,  the  ves-  force  upon  which  the  usage  is 
sels  of  one  nation  and  tlieir  com-  founded,  has  recognized  the  supe- 
manders  have  no  right  to  exercise  rior  justice  and  expediency  of  the 
over  those  of  another  any  act  of  other  principle,  by  stipulating  it  it 
authority  whatsoever.  This  is  uni-  distant  intervals  of  time,  in  two 
versally  admitted  in  time  of  peace,  treaties  with  FVance  ;  the  treaty  of 
War  gives  the  belligerent  a  right  to  Utrecht,  and  the  treaty  of  com- 
pursuc  his  enemy  witliin  the  juris-  merce,  of  1786.  In  the  seven 
diction  common  to  bot|i ;  but  not  years^  war,  the  king  of  Prussia  re* 
into  the  special  jurisdiction  of  the  sistcd  the  capture,  by  British  ves- 
neutral  party.  If  the  belligerent  sels,  of  the  property  of  their  ene- 
has  a  right  to  take  the  property  of  mies,  in  the  vessels  of  his  subjects, 
his  enemy  on  the  seas,  the  neutral  then  neutrals,  and  made  repnsab 
has  a  right  to  carry  and  protect  the  upon  British  property  for  tiicli  cap- 
property  of  his  friend  on  the  same  tures.  The  question  was  then  ul- 
element.  War  gives  the  bellige-  timately  settled  by  a  coroprmnisei 
rent  no  natural  right  to  take  the  under  which  the  British  govem- 
property  of  his  enemy  from  the  ment  paid  a  large  sum  of  money 
vessel  of  his  friend.  But  as  the  for  indemnity  to  tho  Prussian  snb- 
belligcrent  is  armed,  and  the  neu-  jects  who  had  suffered  by  thoie 
tral,  as  such,  is  defenceless,  it  has  captures.  The  armed  neutrtiity 
grown  into  usage  that  the  bellige-  of  the  American  war,  is  a  meoM)- 
rcnt  should  take  the  property  of  rable  example  of  the  testimony  faj 
his  enemy ;  paying  the  neutral  his  all  the  civilized  nations  of  the 
freight,  and  submitting  the  question  world,  to  the  principle,  that  the 
of  facts  to  the  tribunals  of  the  bel-  protection  of  all  property,  ezcepl- 
ligerent  party.  It  is  evident,  how-  ing  contraband  of  war,  on  board  of 
ever,  that  tliis  usage  has  no  founda-  neutral  vessels,  by  neutral  fi»rce,  is 
tion  in  natural  right,  but  has  arisen  of  natural  right — and  of  this  pn^ 
merely  from  force^  used  by  the  bel-  ciple  there  can  be  no  queatioB. 
ligerent,  and  which  the  neutral  in  If,  however,  a  belligerent  power, 
the  origin  did  not  resist,  because  founded  upon  the  usage  which  kn 
he  had  not  the  power.  But  it  is  a  superseded  the  natural  right,  prac- 
usage  harsh  and  cruel  in  its  opera-  tices  the  seizure  and  condeama- 
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lion  ot'  enemy's  property  found  in  tion,  she  was  bound  to  other  nn- 
tlie  vessel  of  a  friend,  it  remains  for  tions  ?  This  principle  is  not  tena- 
the  neutral  to  decide,  whether  he  ble.  To  all  the  engagements  of 
will  acquiesce  in  the  usage,  or  Spain  with  other  nations,  affecting 
whether  he  will  maintain  his  natu-  their  rights  and  interests,  Colom- 
ral  right  by  force.  No  neutral  na-  bia,  so  far  as  she  was  affected  by 
tion  is  bound  to  submit  to  the  them,  remains  bound  in  honor  and 
usage  :  for  it  has  none  of  the  pro-  in  justice.  The  stipulation  now 
pcrties  which  can  give  to  any  usage  referred  to  is  of  that  character,  and 
the  sanction  of  obligatory  law.  It  the  United  States,  besides  the  na- 
is  not  reasonable.  It  is  not  con-  tural  right  of  protecting  by  force, 
forinable  to  the  law  of  nature.  It  in  their  vessels  on  the  seas,  the 
is  not  uninterrupted*  But  reduced  property  of  their  friends,  though 
to  the  option  of  maintaining  its  enemies  of  the  republic  of  Colom- 
right  by  force,  or  of  acquiescing  in  bia,  have  the  additional  claim  to 
tlie  disturbance  of  it  which  has  the  benefit  of  the  principle,  by  an 
been  usual,  the  neutral  nation  may  express  compact  with  Spain,  made 
yield  at  one  time  to  the  usage,  with-  when  Colombia  was  a  Spanish 
out  sacrificing  her  right  to  vindi-  country.  Again,  by  the  late  trea- 
cate  by  force  the  security  of  her  ty  of  22d  February,  1819,  between 
flag  at  anotlicr.  And  the  bellige-  the  United  States  and  Spain,  it  is 
rent  nation,  although  disposed  to  ad-  agreed,  that  the  15th  article  of  the 
mil  the  right  of  neutrals  to  protect  treaty  of  1795,  in  which  it  is  stipu- 
the  property  of  her  enemy  upon  lated  that  the  flag  shall  cover  the 
the  seas,  may  yet  justly  refuse  the  property,  shall  be  so  understood 
benefit  of  this  principle,  unless  ad-  with  respect  to  those  powers,  who 
mitted  also  by  the  enemy,  for  the  recognize  the  principle  :  but,  if 
protection  of  her  property,  by  the  either  of  the  two  contracting  par- 
same  neutral  flag.  Thus  stands  ties  shall  be  at  war  with  a  Uiird 
the  state  of  this  question  upon  the  party,  and  the  other  neutral,  the 
foundations  of  natural^  volurUary^  flag  of  the  neutral  shall  cover  the 
and  customary  \sLW.  How  stands  property  of  enemies  whose  goveni- 
it  between  us  and  the  republic  of  ments  acknowledge  the  principle. 
Colombia,  on  the  ground  of  conven-  and  not  of  others. 
tUmal  law  ?  By  a  treaty  between  This  treaty  having  been  con- 
the  United  States  and  Spain,  con-  eluded  afler  tlie  territories,  now 
eluded  at  a  time  when  Colombia  composing  the  republic  of  Colom- 
was  a  part  of  the  Spanish  domi-  bia,  had  ceased  to  acknowledge 
nions,  and  so  far  as  the  Spanish  the  authority  of  Spain,  they  arc 
laws  would  admit,  enjoyed  the  be-  not  parties  to  it,  but  their  rights 
nefit  of  its  stipulations,  the  princi-  and  duties  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
pie  that  free  ships  make  free  goods,  ject  matter  remain  as  they  had  ex- 
was  expressly  recognized  and  es-  isted  before  it  was  made.  Nor 
tablished.  Is  it  asserted  that  by  will  she  be  affected  by  it  at  all,  if 
her  declaration  of  independence,  she  continues  to  acknowledge  in 
Colombia  has  been  entirely  re-  her  new  national  character,  and 
leased  from  all  the  obligations  by  with  reference  to  the  United  States, 
which,  as  a  part  of  the  Spanish  na-  the  principle  that  firce  ships  make 
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free  goods,  which  was  the  conven- 
tional law  between  them  while  Co- 
lombia was  a  part  of  Spain. 

You  will  urge  all  these  conside- 
rations upon  the  C'olombian  minis- 
ter of  foreign  affairs,  to  obtain  res- 
titution of  the  cargo  of  the  Cara- 
van, or  indemnity  for  it.  The 
claim  rests  upon  foundations  so 
solid,  that  it  is  earnestly  hoped 
your  representations  in  its  favor 
will  be  successful ;  and  in  the  ne- 
gotiation of  the  treaty  you  will 
press,  in  like  manner,  for  the  inser- 
tion of  an  article  of  the  same  pur- 
port as  that  of  our  last  treaty  with 
Spain  above  recited.  This  prin- 
ciple can  with  safety  be  recognized 
only  to  that  extent ;  and  to  that 
extent  the  United  States  would 
willingly  assent  to  it  with  every 
other  nation.  It  is  a  princi- 
ple favorable  to  the  rights  of 
peace,  and  of  a  pacific  spirit  and 
tendency.  [t  is  recommended 
by  every  humane  and  liberal  con- 
sideration, as  a  ndo  of  universal 
application.  But  the  nation  which 
would  enjoy  the  benefit  of  it,  as  a 
neutral,  or  as  a  passive  belligerent, 
resorting  to  the  neutral  flag,  must 
also  recognize  it  as  an  active  bel- 
ligerent, and  suffer  the  property  of 
her  enemy  to  be  conveyed  safely 
by  the  same  flag  which  safely  con- 
veys hers;  otherwise  the  liberal 
principle  of  itself  is  turned  to  the 
advantage  of  the  belligerent  which 
rejects  it,  and  the  mild  spirit  of 
peace  is  made  subservient  to  the 
imfceling  rapacity  of  war. 

Our  intercourse  with  the  repub- 
lic of  Colombia,  and  with  the  ter- 
ritories of  which  it  is  composed,  is 
of  recent  origin,  formed  while 
their  own  condition  was  altogeth- 
er revolutionary,  and  continually 
changing  its  aspect.     Our  informa- 


tion concerning  them  id  imperfect, 
and  among  the  most  important  ob- 
jects of  your  mission  will  be  that 
of  adding  to  its  stores ;   of  ex- 
ploring the  untrodden  ground,  and 
of  collecting  and  transmitting  to 
us  the  knowledge  by  which  the 
friendly  relations  between  the  two 
countries  may  be   extended  and 
harmonized  to  promote  the  wel- 
fare of  botli,  with  due  regard  to 
the  peace   and  good  will  of  the 
whole  family  of  civilized  man.    It 
is  highly  important  that  the  first 
foundations  of  the  permanent  fu- 
ture intercourse  between  the  two 
countries  should  be  laid  in  princi- 
ples, benevolent  and  liberal  in  them- 
selves, congenial  to  the  spirit  of  our 
institutions,  and  consistent  with  the 
duties  of  universal  philanthropy. 

In  all  your  consultations  with 
the  government  to  which  you  will 
be  accredited,  bearing  upon  its  po- 
litical relations  with  this  union, 
your  unvarying  standard  will  be 
the  spirit  of  independence  and  of 
freedom,  as  equality  of  rights  and 
favors  will  be  that  of  its  commer- 
cial relations.  The  emancipation 
of  tlie  South  American  continent 
opens  to  the  whole  race  of  man 
prospects  of  futurity,  in  which  this 
union  will  be  called,  in  the  die- 
charge  of  its  duties  to  itself  and  to 
unnmnbered  ages  of  posterity,  to 
take  a  conspicuous  and  leading 
part.  It  involves  all  that  is  pre- 
cious in  hope,  and  all  that  is  de- 
sirable in  existence,  to  the  count- 
less millions  of  our  fellow  crea- 
tures, which,  in  the  progressve 
revolution  of  time,  this  hemisphere 
is  destined  to  rear  and  to  maintain. 

That  the  fabric  of  our  social 
connections  with  our  southera 
neighbours  may  rise,  in  the  lapse 
of  years,  with  a  grandeur  and  hai- 
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mony  of  proportion  corrcs[>onding 
witli  the  magnificence  of  tlic  means, 
placed  by  Providence  in  our  pow- 
er, and  in  that  of  our  descendantH, 
its  foundations  must  be  laid  in  prin- 
ciples of  politics  and  morals,  new 
and  distasteful  to  tlie  thrones  and 
dominations  of  the  elder  world ; 
but  co-extensive  with  tJie  surface 
of  the  ^lobe,  and  lastinii:  as  the 
changes  of  time. 


Ms.  Clay  to   Mr.    Middleton, 
dated  lOth  May,  1825. 

Sir — 1  am  directed  by  the  prc- 
s(idcnt  to  instruct  you  to  endeavor 
to  engage  the  Russian  government 
to  contribute  its  best  exertions  to- 
wards terminating  the  existing  con- 
test between  Spain  and  her  colo- 
nies. • 

Among  the  interests  which,  at 
this  period,  should  most  command 
the  serious  attention  of  the  nations 
of  the  old  and  new  world,  no  one 
is  believed  to  have  a  claim  so  pa- 
ramount as  that  of  the  present 
war.  It  has  existed,  in  greater  or 
less  extent,  seventeen  years.  Its 
earlier  stages  were  marked  by  the 
most  shocking  excesses,  and, 
throughout,  it  has  boon  attended 
by  an  almost  incalculable  waste  of 
blood  and  treasure.  During  its 
continuance,  whole  generations 
have  passed  away,  without  living 
to  see  its  close,  whilst  others  have 
succeeded  them,  growini^  up  from 
infancy  to  majority,  without  ever 
tasting  the  blessings  of  peace. 
The  conclusion  of  that  war,  wiiat- 
cver  and  whenever  it  may  bo,  must 
have  a  great  effect  upon  Europe 
and  America.  Russia  is  so  situ- 
ated as  that,  whilst  she  will  be  less 
directly  affected  than  otiier  parts  of 
Christendom,  her  weight  and  her 
councils  must  have  a  controlling 
infl«ionre  on  its  nr«ple«s  protraction 


or  its  happy  termination.  If  this 
peculiar  attitude  secures  her  im- 
partiality, it  draws  to  it  great  re- 
sponsibility in  the  decision  which 
she  may  feel  it  proper  to  make. 
The  predominance  of  the  power 
of  the  emperor  is  every  where  felt. 
Europe,  America,  and  Asia,  all 
own  it.  It  is  with  a  perfect  know- 
ledge of  its  vast  extent  and  the 
profoundest  respect  for  the  wisdom 
and  the  justice  of  the  august  per- 
sonage who  wields  it,  that  his  en- 
lightened and  humane  councils 
are  now  invoked. 

In  considering  that  war,  as  in 
considering  all  others,  we  should 
look  back  upon  the  past,  dehbe- 
rately  survey  its  present  condition, 
and  endeavor,  if  possible,  to  catch 
a  view  of  what  is  to  come.  With 
respect  to  the  first  branch  of  tlic 
subject,  it  is,  perhaps,  of  tlie  least 
practical  importance.  No  states- 
man can  have  contemplated  the  co- 
lonial relations  of  Europe  and  con- 
tinental America,  without  foresee- 
ing tiiat  the  time  must  come  when 
thev  would  cease.  That  time 
might  have  been  retarded  or  ac- 
celerated, but  come  it  must,  in  the 
great  march  of  human  events.  An 
atteni[)t  of  the  British  parliament 
to  tax,  without  their  consent,  the 
former  British  colonics,  now  these 
United  States,  produced  the  war  of 
our  revolution,  and  led  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  that  independence  and 
freedom  which  we  now  so  justly 
prize.  Moderation  and  forbear- 
ance, on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
might  have  postponed,  but  could 
not  have  prevented  our  ultimate 
separation.  The  attempt  of  Bo- 
naparte to  subvert  the  ancient  dy- 
nasty of  Spain,  and  to  place  on  its 
throne  a  member  of  his  own  fa- 
mil  v,  no  doubt  hastened  the  inde- 
pendencc  of  the  Spanish  colonies. 
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If  he  Iiad  not  been  urged  by  his 
ambition  to  the  conquest  of  the 
peninsula,  tliose  colonies,  for  a 
Jong  time  to  conic,  might  have 
continued  quietly  to  submit  to  tlie 
parental  sway.  But  they  must 
have  inoitablv  thrown  it  off,  soon- 
cr  or  later.  We  may  imagine  that 
a  vast  continent,  iminhabited,  or 
tJiinly  peopled  by  a  savage  and  un- 
tutored race,  may  be  governed  by 
a  remote  country,  blessed  with  tlie 
lights  and  possessed  of  the  [K>wer 
of  civilization  ;  but  it  is  absurd  to 
suppose  that  this  same  continent, 
in  extent  twenty  times  greater  than 
that  of  the  parent  cc»untry,  and 
doubling  it  in  a  population  equally 
civilized,  should  not  be  able,  when 
it  chooses  to  make  the  effort,  to 
cast  off  the  distant  authority. 
When  the  epoch  of  separation  be- 
tween a  parent  state  and  its  colo- 
ny, from  whatever  cause,  arrives, 
tlie  struggle  for  self-government  on 
\\\fi  one  hand,  and  for  the  preserva- 
ticm  of  power  on  the  other,  pro- 
duces mutual  exasperation,  and 
h^ads  to  a  most  embittered  and  fe- 
rocious war.  It  is  then  that  it  be- 
comes tiie  duty  of  third  powers  to 
interpose  their  humane  offices,  and 
calm  the  passions,  and  enlighten 
the  councils  of  the  parties.  And 
the  necessity  of  their  efforts  is 
greatest  with  the  parent  country, 
whose  pride  and  whose  wealth  and 
power,  swelled  by  the  colonial  con- 
tributions, create  the  most  repug- 
nance to  an  acquiescence  in  a  se- 
verance which  has  been  ordained 
by  Providence. 

In  the  war  which  has  so  long 
been  raging  between  Spain  and 
her  colonies,  the  United  States 
have  taken  no  part  either  to  pro- 
vince or  sustain  it.  They  have 
been  inactive  and  neutral  specta- 
tors of  tho  pasjainsf  Fcenes.     Their 


frankness   forbids,   howercr,  that 
they  should  say  that  they  have  be- 
held those  scenes  with  feelings  of 
indifference.     They  have,  on  the 
contrary,    anxiously  desired,  that 
otlier  parts  of  this  continent  shoukl 
acquire    and  enjoy  that   indepen- 
dence with  which,  by  the  valor  and 
the  patriotism  of  the  founders  of 
their  liberty,  they  have  been,  un- 
der the  smiles  of  heaven,  so  greatly 
blessed. 

But,  in  the  indulgence  of  this 
sympathetic  feeling,  they  have  not, 
for  one  moment,  been  unmindM  of 
the  duties  of  tliat  neutrality  which 
they  had  dehberately  announced. 
And  the  best  proof  of  tlie  fidelity 
with  which  they  iiave  strictly  flil- 
fillod  its  obligations,  is  furnished  in 
tlic  fact,  that  duriag  the  progress 
of  the  war,  they  have  been  un- 
justly accused,  by  both  parties,  of 
violatincf  their  declared  neutralitv. 
But  it  is  now  of  little  consequence 
to  retrace  the  causes  remote  or 
proximate,  of  the  revolt  of  the 
Spanish  colonies.  The  great  and 
much  more  important  considera- 
tion which  will,  no  doubt,  attract 
the  attention  of  his  imperial  ma- 
jesty, is  the  present  state  of  the 
contest.  The  principles  which 
produced  the  war,  and  those  which 
may  be  incorporated  in  the  institu- 
tions of  tlie  Qew  states,  may  divide 
the  opinions  of  men.  Principles, 
unhappily,  are  too  often  the  sub* 
ject  of  controversy.  But  notorious 
facts  are  incontestible.  They  speak 
a  language  which  silences  all  spe- 
cidation,  and  should  determine  the 
judgment  and  the  conduct  of  states, 
whatever  may  be  the  school  in 
which  their  rulers  are  brought  iq^ 
or  practised,  and  whatever  the  so- 
cial forms  which  they  would  de- 
sire to  see  established.  And  it  u> 
to  thfj  voice  of  such  facts  that  Eu- 
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rope  and  America  are  now  called 
upon  patiently  to  listen. 

And,  in  contemplating  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  war,  what  are  the 
circumstances  which  must  forcibly 
strike  every  reflecting  observer? 
Throughout  both  continents,  from 
the  western  limits  of  the  United 
States  to  Cape  Horn,  the  Spanish 
power  is  subdued.  The  recent  de- 
cisive victory  of  Ayachuco  has  an- 
nihilated tlie  \Hi*t  rema'uis  of  the 
Spanish  force.  Not  a  foot  of  ter- 
ritory, in  all  that  vast  extent,  owns 
the  dominion,  not  a  bayonet  sus- 
tains the  cause  of  Spain.  The 
war,  in  truth,  has  ended.  It  has 
been  a  war  between  a. contracted 
corner  of  Europe,  and  an  entire 
continent ;  l>etwcen  ten  millions  of 
people,  amidst  their  own  extraor- 
dinary convulsions,  figliting,  at  a 
distance,  across  an  ocean  of  three 
thousand  miles  in  extent,  against 
twenty  millions  contending  at 
home,  for  their  lives,  their  liberty, 
and  their  property.  Hencefor- 
ward, it  will  present  only  the  image 
of  a  war  between  an  exhausted 
dwarf,  struggling  for  power  and 
empire,  agiMnst  a  refreshed  giant, 
combatting  for  freedom  and  exist- 
ence. Too  much  confidence  is 
reposed  in  the  enlightened  judg- 
ment of  his  imperial  majesty,  to 
allow  of  the  belief  that  he  will 
permit  any  abatement  of  his  de- 
sire to  see  such  a  war  formally 
terminated,  and  the  bleasings  of 
peace  restored,  from  sympathies 
which  he  may  feel,  however  strong, 
for  the  unhappy  condition  of  Spain. 
These  very  sympathies  will  natu- 
rally lead  his  imperial  majesty  to 
give  her  the  best  and  most  friendly 
advice  in  her  actual  posture.  And 
in  what  does  that  consist  ?  His 
imperial  majesty  must  be  the  ex- 
clusive^ as  he  is  the  most  compe- 


tent judge.  But  it  will  not  be 
deemed  inconsistent  with  respect, 
to  inquire,  if  it  be  possible  to  be- 
lieve that  Spain  can  bring  the  new 
states  again  under  her  dominion  ? 
Where  docs  the  remotest  prospect 
of  her  success  break  out  ?  In  Co- 
lombia, Mexico,  or  Peru?  The 
reconquest  of  the  United  States  by 
Great  Britain,  would  not  be  a  more 
mad  and  hopeless  enterprize  than 
tliat  of  the  restoration  of  the  Spanish 
power  on  those  continents.  Some 
of  tlie  most  considerable  of  the 
new  states  have  established  go- 
vernments, which  are  in  full  and 
successful  operation,  regularly  col- 
lecting large  revenues,  levying  and 
maintaining  numerous  and  well  ap- 
pointed armies,  and  already  laying 
the  foundations  of  respectable  ma- 
rines. While  they  are  consolida- 
ting their  institutions  at  home, 
tliey  are  strengthening  tliemselves 
abroad  by  treaties  of  alliance  among 
themselves,  and  of  the  amity  and 
commerce  with  foreign  states.  Is 
the  vain  hope  indulged  that  into^ine 
divisions  within  the  new  states  will 
arise,  which  may  lead  to  the  recall 
of  the  Spanish  power,  as  the  Stu- 
arts were  recalled  in  England,  and 
the  Bourbons  in  France,  at  the 
close  of  their  respective  revolu- 
tions ? 

We  should  not  deceive  ourselves. 
Admidst  all  the  political  'changes, 
which  the  new  states  are  destined 
to  be  the  tlieatre,  whatever  party 
or  power  may  be  uppermost,  one 
spirit  will  animate  them  all,  and 
that  Ls,  an  invincible  aversion  from 
all  political  connection  with  Spain, 
and  an  unconquerable  desire  of 
independence.  It  could  not  be 
otherwise.  They  have  already  tas- 
ted the  fruits  of  independence.  And 
the  contrast  between  what  their 
condition  now  is.  in  the  poasession 
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of  her  commerce,  liberal  iastitutions 
and  all  the  faculties  of  their  coun- 
try, and  its  population  allowed  full 
physical  and  moral  devclopement, 
and  what  it  was,  under  Spain, 
cramped,  debased,  and  de^aded, 
must  be  fatal  to  the  chimerical  hope 
of  that  monarchy,  if  it  be  cherinh- 
ed,  by  any  means  whatever  to  re- 
establish her  power.  The  cord 
which  binds  a  colony  to  its  parent 
country,  bein*^  once  broken,  is  never 
repaired.  A  recollection  of  what 
was  inflicted  and  what  was  borne, 
during  the  existence  of  that  rela- 
tion, the  pride  of  the  former  go- 
verning power,  and  the  sacrifices 
of  the  interests  of  the  colony  to  those 
of  the  parent,  widen  and  render  the 
breach  between  them,  whenever  it 
occurs,  perpetual.  And  if,  as  we 
may  justly  suppose,  the  embittered 
feclinijs  excited  by  an  experience  of 
tliat  unequal  connection,  are  in  pro- 
portion to  the  severity  of  the  pa- 
rental rule,  they  must  operate  with 
irresistible  force  on  the  rupture 
which  has  taken  place  between 
Spsiin  and  her  colonies,  since  in  no 
other  instance  has  it  been  exerted 
witli  such  unmitigated  rigor. 

Viewing  the  war  as  practically 
terminated,  so  far,  at  least,  as  re- 
lates to  Spanish  exertion  on  the 
continent,  in  considering  the  third 
branch  of  the  inquiry  which  I  pro- 
posed, let  us  endeavour  to  antici- 
pate what  may  be  expected  to  hap- 
pen, if  Spain  obsthiately  perseveres 
in  the  refusal  to  conclude  a  peace. 
If  the  war  has  only  a  nominal  con- 
tinuance, the  new  republics  cannot 
disband  their  victorious  armies  with- 
out culpable  neglect  of  all  the 
maxims  of  prudence  and  precau- 
tion. And  tlie  first  observation 
that  occurs  is,  that  this  protracted 
war  must  totally  change  its  charac- 
trr  and  its  objects.     Instead  of  be- 


ing a  war  of  offensive  operations, 
in  which  Spain  has  been  carrying 
on  hostilities  in  the  bosom  of  the 
new  states,  it  will  become  one  to 
her  of  a  defensive  nature  ;  in  which 
all  her  future  exertions  must  be  cti- 
rected  to  the  protection  and  de- 
fence of  her  remaining  instdar  pos- 
sessions. And  thus  the  Peninsula, 
instead  of  deriving  the  revenue  and 
tlie  aid  so  necessary  to  the  revival 
of  its  prosperity,  from  Cuba  and 
Porto  Rico,  must  be  further  drained 
to  succour  those  islands.  For  it 
cannot  be  doubted  that  the  new 
states  will  direct  their  combined  and 
unemployed  forces  to  the  reduction 
of  those  valuable  islands.  Thcj 
will  naturally  strike  their  enemy 
wherever  they  can  reach  him.  And 
they  will  be  stunulated  to  the  at- 
tack by  the  double  motive  arising 
from  the  richness  of  the  prize,  dnd 
from  tlie  fact  that  those  islands  con- 
stitute the  rendezvous  of  Spain, 
where  are  concentrated,  and  from 
which  issue,  all  the  ineansof  annoy- 
ing them  which  remain  to  her.  The 
success  of  the  enterprise  is  by  no 
means  improbable.  Their  proxi- 
mity to  the  islands,  and  their  ar- 
mies being  perfectly  acclimated, 
will  give  to  the  united  efibrts  of  the 
republics  great  advantages.  And, 
if  with  these  be  taken  into  the  es- 
timate the  importance  and  wdl 
known  fact,  that  a  large  portion  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  islands  is  pre- 
disposed to  a  separation  firom  Spain, 
and  would,  therefore,  form  a  pow- 
erful auxiliary  to  the  republican 
arms,  their  success  becomes  almost 
certain.  But  even  if  they  should 
prove  incompetent  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  tlie  islands,  there  can  be  but 
little  doubt  that  the  shattered  re- 
mains of  Spanish  commerce  would 
be  swept  from  the  ocean.  The 
advantoges  of  the  positions  of  C«- 
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lombia  and  Mexico  for  annoying 
that  commerce,  in  tlie  gulfof  Mexi- 
co and  the  Garribean  sea,  must  be 
evident  from  the  slightest  observa- 
tion. In  fact,  Cuba  is  in  the  mouth 
of  a  sack,  which  is  held  by  Colom- 
bia and  tlie  United  Mexican  states. 
And  if,  unhappily  for  tlie  repose  of 
the  world,  the  war  should  be  con- 
tinued, the  coasts  of  the  Peninsula 
itself  may  be  expected  soon  to 
swarm  with  tlie  privateers  of  the  re- 
pubhcs.  If,  on  the  contrary,  Spain 
should  consent  to  put  an  end  to  the 
war,  she  might  yet  preserve  what 
remains  of  her  former  Amencan 
possessions.  And  surely  the  re- 
tention of  such  islands  as  Cuba  and 
Porto  Rico  is  eminently  worthy  of 
serious  consideration,  and  should 
satisfy  a  reasonable  ambition.  The 
possessions  of  Spain  in  the  West 
Indies  would  be  still  more  valuable 
than  those  of  any  other  power.  The 
\7ar  ended,  her  commerce  would  re- 
vive, and  there  is  every  reason  to 
anticipate,  from  the  habits,  preju- 
dices and  tastes  of  the  new  repub- 
lics, that  she  wotild  find  in  the  con- 
sumption of  their  population,  a  con- 
stantly augmenting  demand  for  the 
produce  of  her  industry  now  ex- 
cluded from  its  best  markets.  And 
her  experience,  like  that  of  Great 
Britain  with  the  United  States, 
would  demonstrate  that  the  value 
of  the  commercial  intercourse 
would  more  than  indemnify  tlic 
loss,  whilst  it  is  unburdened  with 
the  expense,  incident  to  political 
connection. 

A  subordinate  consideration, 
which  should  not  be  overlooked,  is, 
tbat  large  estates  are  owned  by 
Spanish  subjects,  resident  in  Spain, 
which  may  possibly  be  confiscated, 
if  the  war  be  wantonly  continued. 
If  that  measure  of  rigor  shall  not 
be  adopted,  their  incomes  must  be 


greatly  diminished,  during  a  state 
of  war.  These  incomes,  upon  the 
restoration  of  ]>eace,  or  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  estates 
themselves,  might  be  drawn  to 
Spain,  and  would  greatly  contribute 
towards  raising  her  from  her  pre- 
sent condition  of  embarrassment 
and  languishment.  If  peace  should 
be  longer  deferred,  and  the  war 
should  take  the  probable  direction 
which  has  been  supposed  during  its 
further  progress,  otlier  powers,  not 
now  parties,  may  bo  collaterally 
drawn  into  it.  From  much  less 
considerable  causes,  the  peace  of 
the  world  has  been  oflen  disturbed. 
From  the  vicinity  of  Cuba  to  thu 
United  States,  its  valuable  com- 
merce, and  the  nature  of  its  popu- 
lation, their  govermnent  cannot  bo 
indifferent  to  any  political  change  to 
which  that  island  may  be  destined. 

Great  Britain  and  France  also 
have  deep  interest  in  its  fortunes, 
which  must  keep  them  wide  awake 
to  all  those  changes.  In  short, 
what  European  state  has  not  much 
at  stake,  direct  or  indirect,  in  the 
destiny,  be  it  what  it  may,  of  that 
most  valuable  of  all  the  West  India 
islands  ?  The  reflections  and  the  ex- 
perience of  the  emperor,  on  the 
vicissitudes  of  war,  must  have  im- 
pressed him  with  the  solemn  duty 
of  all  governments  to  guard  against 
even  the  distant  approach  of  that 
most  terrible  of  all  scourges,  by 
every  precaution  with  which  human 
prudence  and  foresight  can  surround 
the  repose  and  safety  of  states. 

Such  is  the  view  of  the  war  be- 
tween Spain  and  the  new  republics, 
which  the  president  desires  you 
most  earnestly,  but  respectfully,  to 
present  to  his  imperial  majesty. 
From  this  view,  it  is  evident,  that 
it  is  not  so  much  for  the  new  states 
themselves,  as  for  Spain,  that  pcac^ ' 
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Jias  become  absolutely  necessary. 
Their  iiulependuiice  of  her,  wiiat- 
evcr  intestine  divisions  may,  if  in- 
testine divisions  shall  yet  unliappiiy 
await  them,  is  fixe<l  and  irrevoca- 
ble. She  may,  indeed,  by  a  blind 
and  fatal  protraction  of  the  war, 
yet  lose  more  ;  gain,  for  her,  is  im- 
possible. In  becoming  tlie  advo- 
cate for  peace,  one  is  the  true  ad- 
vocate of  Spain.  If  the  emperor 
shall,  by  his  wisdom,  enlighten  the 
councils  of  Spain,  and  bring  home 
to  them  a  conviction  of  their  real 
interest,  there  can  be  no  fears  of  the 
success  of  his  powerful  interposi- 
tion. You  are  authorised,  in  the 
spirit  of  the  most  perfect  frankness 
and  friendship  which  have  ever 
characterized  all  the  relations  be- 
tween Russia  and  the  United  States, 
to  disclose,  without  reserve,  the 
feelings  and  the  wishes  of  the 
United  States,  in  respect  to  Cuba 
and  Porto  Rico.  They  are  satisfi- 
ed with  the  present  condition  of 
those  islands,  now  open  to  the  com- 
merce and  enterprise  of  their  citi- 
zens. They  desire,  for  themselves, 
no  political  change  in  them.  If 
Cuba  were  to  declare  itself  inde- 
pendent, the  amount  and  the  cha- 
racter of  its  population  render  it 
improbable  that  it  could  maintain 
its  independence. 

Such  a  premature  declaration 
might  bring  about  a  renewal  of 
those  shocking  scenes  of  which  a 
neighboring  island  was  the  afflict- 
ing theatre.  There  could  be  no 
effectual  preventive  of  these  scenes, 
but  in  the  guaranty,  and  a  large 
resident  force  of  foreign  powers. 
The  terms  of  such  a  guaranty,  in 
the  quotas  which  each  should  con- 
tribute, of  such  a  force,  wotild 
create  perplexing  questions  of  very 
di/iicult  adjustment,  to  say  nothing 
nf  the  continual  jealousies  which 


could  be  in  operation.  In  the  state 
of  possession  whicli  Spain  has,  tlicre 
would  be  a  ready  acquiescence 
of  those  very  foreign  power?,  all 
of  whom  would  be  put  intcj  angr>' 
activity  upon  the  smallest  prospect 
of  a  transfer  of  tliose  islands.  The 
United  States  could  not,  with  indif- 
ference, see  such  a  transfer  to  any 
European  power.  And  if  the  new 
republics,  or  either  of  them,  were 
to  conquer  them,  their  maritime 
force,  as  it  now  is,  or,  for  a  lon^ 
time  to  come,  is  likely  to  be,  would 
keep  up  constant  apprehensions  of 
their  safety.  Nor  is  it  believed 
that  die  new  states  desire,  or  will 
attempt  the  acquisition,  unless  they 
shall  be  compelled,  in  their  own 
defence,  to  niake  it  by  the  unneces- 
sary prolongation  of  the  war.  Act- 
ing on  the  policy  which  is  here  un- 
folded, the  government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  although  they  would 
have  been  justified  to  have  seized 
Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  in  the  first 
protection  of  the  lives  and  the 
commerce  of  their  citizens,  which 
have  been  a  prey  to  infamous  pi* 
rates,  finding  succor  and  refuge  in 
Spanish  territory,  have  signally  dis- 
played tlieir  patience  and  modera- 
tion by  a  scrupulous  respect  of  the 
sovereignty  of  Spain,  who  was  her- 
self bound,  but  has  utterly  failed, 
to  repress  those  enormities. 

Finally,  the  president  cherishes 
the  hope  that  the  emperor's  de- 
votion to  peace,  no  less  than  his 
friendship  for  Spain,  will  induce 
him  to  lend  tJie  high  authority 
of  his  name  to  the  conclusion  ot 
a  war,  the  furtlier  prosecution  of 
which  must  have  the  certain  effect 
of  an  useless  waste  of  human  life. 
No  power  has  displayed  more  soli- 
citude for  the  repose  of  the  worki, 
than  Russia,  who  has  recently 
given  the  strongest  evidenc^^  of  hrr 
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unwiUiiign(»s  to  disturb  it  in  the  of  pacific  counsel  to  the  moUier 
cast,  by  unexampled  moderation  country,  has  been  communicated 
and  forbearance.  By  extending  to  to  the  allied  cabinets,  and  I  am 
America  the  blessings  of  that  peace  fully  of  opinion,  that  the  majority, 
which,  under  the  auspices  of  lus  im-  if  not  the  whole  of  them,  will  agree 
perial  majesty,  Europe  now  enjoys,  to  it.  If  such  should  be  the  event, 
all  parts  of  this  continent  will  have  the  diplomatic  committee  sitting  at 
grateful  occasion  for  regarding  him,  Paris  will  be  instructed  according- 
as  the  United  States  ever  have  ly*  Thechief  difficulty  to  be  over- 
done, as  their  most  potent  and  come,  will  be  in  the  cabinet  of  the 
faithful  friend.  king  of  Spain,  where  it  is  undcr- 

This  despatch  is  confined  to  your  stood,  that  all  parties  arc  opposed 

discretion  to  be  communicated  in  to  the  independence  of  tlic  colo- 

cxtenso,  or  its  contents  disclosed  in  nies.     The  necessity  of  the  case, 

such  other  manner,  to  the  govern-  however,  begins  to  be  so  crying, 

ment  of  Russia,  as  shall  appear  to  that  a  hope  may  be  entertained,  that 

you  most  likely  to  accomplish  its  even  there,  the  counsels  of  wisdom 

object.  may,  ere  long,  be  listened  to.     For 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  obvious  reasons  we  must  not  ex- 
great  respect,  your  obedient  and  pect  to  learn,  officially^  that  such 
very  humble  servant,  advice,  as  that  alluded  to  above, 

H.  Clay.  iias  been  given,  unless  it  should  be 


attended  to. 


Mr.  Middleton  to  Mr.  Clay.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very 

To  the  Secretary  of  StaJte^  4^.  ^c,  faitlifully,  your  very  obedient  ser- 

fet.  Peterebur:.  ^27lh  Aug.  1825.  vant,  Hexry  MiddleTON. 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  for-  

ward  herewith  a  copy  of  the  an-  Count  Nesselrode  to  Mb.  Mid- 
8wer  of  the  Russian  secretary  of  dleton. 
state,  to  my  note  of  2d  July  last,  The  undersigned,  secretary  of 
by  which  I  had  communicated  to  state,  directing  the  imperial  admi- 
this  government,  wi  extenos^  the  nistration  of  foreign  affairs,  hasten- 
instnictions  I  had  received  by  your  ed  to  submit  to  the  emperor  the 
despatch.  No.  1.  note  with  which  Mr.  Middleton, 
^  I  think  I  am  warranted  in  con-  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
sidering  this  answer  to  be,  »t  sub-  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States 
Hance^  (when  divested  of  diploma-  of  America,  did  the  honor  to  ad- 
tic  garb,)  in  every  respect  as  fa-  dress  him,  on  the  2d  July  last,  ac- 
vorable  to  the  views  developed  in  companying  a  copy  of  the  despatch 
your  despatch,  as  could  possibly  be  from  Mr.  Clay,  in  which  that  mi- 
expected  to  be  given  by  this  govern-  nister,  in  the  name  of  the  cabinet 
ment,  standing  in  the  predicament  at  Washington,  urges  the  necessity 
it  now  docs.  We  are  lefl  to  infer  of  confirming  the  general  peace, 
from  it,  that  the  proposal  that  the  by  terminating  the  contest  of  the 
fsmperor  shall  lend  his  aid  towards  Spanish  colonies  against  the  go- 
the  conclusion  of  the  war  between  vemment  of  his  cathohc  majesty ; 
Spain  and  her  colonies,  by  inter-  of  securing  to  Spain  the  peaceful 
pining  his  good  offices  in  the  form  possession  of  the  islands  of  Cuba 
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and  Porto  Rico ;  and  of  effecting 
tliesc  objects  by  the  impartial  iii- 
tcnention  of  Russia. 

The  principles  of  the  emperor 
yvcTc  sufficiently  known  to  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  to 
justify  tlie  perfect  confidence,  tliat 
in  expressing  a  wish  for  the  con- 
tinuance and  confirmation  of  the 
peace  enjoyed  by  the  world,  it  did 
but  rcjiresent  tiie  most  sincere  de- 
sire of  his  imperial  majesty,  that, 
in  professing  a  generous  solicitude 
for  the  rights  of  Spain,  over  her 
islands  in  the  West  Indies,  it  avow- 
ed pruiciples  that  had  long  since 
been  adopted  by  Russia,  as  the 
bases  of  her  political  system  ;  and 
that,  in  anticipating  perfect  impar- 
tiahtv  and  true  disinterestedness 
iiom  her  uitervention,  it  was  not 
deceived  as  to  the  sentiments  of 
tlie  emperor,  in  relation  to  all  ar- 
rangements in  which  foreign  pow- 
ers might  be  pleased  to  claim  or 
admit  his  good  offices. 

His  imperial  majesty  felicitates 
himself  with  having  inspired  this 
confidence  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  the  undersismed  is 
charged  to  invite  Mr.  Middleton 
to  convey  to  his  government  the 
assurance  of  the  high  value  at 
which  the  emperor  estimates  those 
sentiments,  of  which  new  evidence  is 
furnished  by  its  present  propositions. 

The  opinions  of  his  imperial 
majesty,  as  to  the  question  dis- 
cussed by  Mr.  Clay  in  his  despat^-h 
cannot  be  concealed  from  the  ca- 
binet of  Washington.  His  imperial 
majesty  lias  ever  thought  that  jus- 
tice, the  law  of  nations,  and  the 
general  interest  in  having  the  indis- 
putable titles  of  sovereignty  re- 
spected, could  not  allow  the  deter- 
minations of  tlie  mother  country  in 
this  important  case,  to  be  prejudg- 
M  or  anticipated.     On  the  other 


side,  whenever  Spain  has  wished 
to  discuss  the  future  condition  of 
South  America,  she  has  addressed 
overtures  to  all  the  allied  powers 
of  J'lurope.  It  will  not  be  possible, 
therelbre,  for  his  imperial  majesty 
to  change  principles  in  this  nego- 
tiation, nor  to  institute  it  separate- 
ly (iusolement;)  and  until  positive 
information  has  been  received  of 
the  ulterior  views  of  Spain,  in  re- 
gard to  her  American  possessions, 
of  her  decision  upon  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  of 
the  opinions  of  her  allies  in  relation 
to  the  same  subject,  Russia  cannot 
give  a  definitive  answer. 

She  is,  however,  in  the  mean 
while,  pleased  to  hope,  that  the 
United  States,  becoming  every  day 
more  convinced  of  the  evils  and 
dangers  that  would  result  to  Cuba 
and  Porto  Rico  from  a  change  of 
government,  being  satisfied,  as  Mr. 
Clay  has  said,  in  his  despatch,  with 
the  present  commercial  legislation 
of  thete  two  islands,  and  deriving 
an  additional  motive  of  security 
from  the  honorable  resolution  of 
Spain  not  to  grant  to  them  any 
longer,  letters  of  marque,  will  use 
their  influence  in  defeating,  as  tax 
as  may  be  in  their  power,  every 
enterprise  against  these  islands,  io 
securing  to  the  rights  of  his  catho- 
lic majesty  constant  and  proper 
respect,  in  maintaining  the  cody 
state  of  things  that  can  preserve  a 
just  balance  of  power  in  the  sea  of 
the  Antilles,  prevent  shocking  ex- 
amples, and,  as  the  cabinet  of 
Washington  has  remarked,  secure 
to  the  general  peace,  salutaiy 
guarantees.  The  undersigned  ad- 
zes with  pleasure  this  occasion  to 
repeat  to  Mr.  Middleton,  the  as* 
su ranees  of  his  very  distingruiBbed 
consideration.  N£8seiaowc> 

St.  Petersbarg.  Aug.  20, 1825. 
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-Mr.  Cl.\y  to  Mr.  Middleton. 
Department  of  State  ^ 

Washington,  .^Ulh  Dec.  1825. 

Sir — Your  despatches,  No.  48 
and  49,  have  been  duly  received 
and  submitted  to  the  president. 
He  sees  with  much  satisfaction, 
that  the  ap])eal  which  has  been 
made  through  you  to  the  emperor 
of  Russia,  to  employ  his  friendly 
offices  in  the  endeavor  to  bring 
about  a  peace  between  Spain  and 
the  new  American  republics,  has 
not  been  witliout  favorable  effcKit. 
Considering  the  intimate  and  friend- 
ly relations  which  exist  between  the 
emperor  and  his  allies,  it  was  per- 
haps not  to  be  expected,  that,  pre- 
vious to  consultations  witli  them, 
language  more  explicit  should  be 
held  than  that  which  Ls  contained 
in  count  Nessclrode's  note.  Al- 
though very  guarded,  it  authorizes 
the  belief  that  tlie  preponderating 
influence  of  Russia  has  been  thrown 
into  the  scale  of  peace.  Notwitii- 
standing  predictions  of  a  contrary 
result,  confidently  made  by  Mr. 
Secretary  Canning,  this  decision  of 
the  emperor  corresponds  with  tJie 
anticipations  which  have  been  con- 
stantly entertained  here,  ever  since 
the  president  resolved  to  invoke 
his  intervention.  It  alTords  strong 
evidence  both  of  his  humanity  and 
his  enlightened  judgment.  All 
events  out  of  Spain  seem  now  to 
unite  in  their  tendency  towards 
peace ;  and  the  fall  of  the  castle 
of  St.  Juan  dT-lloa,  which  capitu- 
lated on  the  1 8th  day  of  last  month, 
cannot  fail  to  have  a  powerful  ef- 
fect within  tliat  kingdom.  We 
are  informed  that,  when  informa- 
tion of  it  reached  the  Havana,  it 
produced  great  and  general  sensa- 
tion: and  that  the  local  govern- 
xncnt  immediately  despatched  a  fast 
*»ailinff  vessel  to  Cadiz  to  commu- 


nicate the  event,  and,  in  its  name, 
to  implore  the  king  immediately  to 
term'uiate  the  war,  and  acknow- 
ledge tlie  new  republics,  as  the 
only  means  led  of  preserving  Cuba 
to  the  monarchy. 

In  considering  what  further  mea- 
sures could  be  ado[)ted  by  this  go- 
vermnent,  to  second  the  pacific 
exertions  wliich,  it  is  not  doubted, 
the  emperor  is  now  employing,  it 
has  appeared  to  the  president,  that 
a  suspension  of  any  military  expe- 
dition, which  both,  or  either  of  the 
republics  of  Colombia  and  Mexico 
may  be  preparing  against  Cuba  and 
Porto  Rico,  might  have  a  good 
auxiliary  infiuencc.  Such  a  sus- 
pension, indeed,  seemed  to  be  du<' 
to  the  friendly  purposes  of  the  em- 
peror. I  have,  accordingly,  ad- 
dressed official  notes  to  the  minis- 
ters of  tiiose  republics,  accredited 
here,  recommending  it  to  their  go- 
vernments, an  extract  from  one  of 
which,  (the  other  being  substan- 
tially the  sa:iic,)  is  herewith  tran.s* 
mitted.  You  will  observe  it  inti- 
mated in  those  notes,  that  other 
government^  may  feel  themselves 
urged,  by  a  sense  of  their  interest:* 
and  duties,  to  interpose  in  the  event 
of  an  invasion  of  the  islands,  or  of 
contingencies  which  may  accom- 
pany or  follow  it.  On  this  subject, 
it  is  proper  that  we  should  be  per- 
fectly understood  by  Russia.  For 
ourselves,  we  desire  no  chan^fe  in 
the  possession  of  Cuba^  as  has  been 
heretofore  stated.  We  cannot  al- 
low a  transfer  of  the  island  to  any 
European  power.  But  if  Spain 
should  refuse  to  conclude  a  peace, 
and  obstinately  resolve  on  continu- 
ing the  war,  although  we  do  not 
desire  that  either  Colombia  or  Mex- 
ico should  acquire  the  island  of 
Cuba,  the  president  cannot  see  any 
justifiable  ground  on  wliich  wo  can 


I)0 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  i8:i5--6. 


forcibly  interfere.  Upon  the  hy- 
pothesis of  an  unnecessary  pro- 
traction of  the  war,  imputable  to 
Spain,  it  is  evident  that  Cuba  will 
be  her  only  point  d'appui,  in  this 
hemisphere.  How  can  we  inter- 
pose, on  that  supposition,  against 
the  party  clearly  having  right  on 
his  side,  in  order  to  restrain  or  de- 
feat a  lawful  operation  of  war  ?  If 
the  war  against  the  islands  should 
be  conducted  by  those  republics 
in  a  desolating  manner ;  if,  con- 
trary to  all  expectation,  they  should 
put  arms  into  the  hands  of  one 
race  of  tlie  inhabitants  to  destroy 
the  lives  of  another ;  if,  in  short, 
they  should  countenance  and  en- 
courage excesses  and  examples, 
the  contagion  of  whicJi,  from  our 
neighborhood,  would  be  dangerous 
to  our  quiet  and  safety ;  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States 
might  feel  itself  called  upon  to  in- 
terpose its  power.  But  it  is  not 
apprehended  that  any  of  those  con- 
tingencies will  arise,  and,  conse- 
quently, it  is  most  probable  that 
the  United  States,  should  the  war 
continue,  will  remain  hereafter,  as 
they  have  been  heretofore,  neutral 
observers  of  the  progress  of  its 
events. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  commu- 
nicate the  contents  of  this  des- 
patch to  the  Russian  government. 
And  as,  from  the  very  nature  of 
the  object  which  has  induced  the 
president  to  recommend  to  the  go- 
vernments of  Colombia  and  Mexi- 
co a  suspension  of  their  expedi- 
tions against  the  Spanish  islands, 
no  definite  time  could  be  suggest- 
ed for  the  duration  of  that  suspen- 
sion, if  it  should  be  acceded  to,  it 
must  be  allowed,  on  all  hands,  that 
it  ought  not  to  be  unnecessarily 
protracted.  Therefore,  you  will 
roijrosent    to  the  crovernment  of 


Russia,  the  expediency  of  obtain- 
ing a  decision  from  Spain,  as  early 
as  possible,  in  respect  to  its  dispo- 
sition  to  conclude  a  peace. 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Clay. 
Henry  Middleton,  Envoy  £x- 

traordinary   and    Minister 

Plenipotentiary  U.  S,   St. 

Petersburg. 

Mr.  Salazab  to  Mr.  Clay. 
Legation  ef  Coiombia^ 

N'^arthe  Unilftl  SiaJ   •  o'  .N.  America. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor 
to  communicate  to  the  hon.  Henry 
Clay,  for  the  information  of  his  go- 
verimient,  and  the  attainment  of 
the  objects  proposed,  that  the  as- 
sembly of  American  plenipotentia- 
ries, in  relation  to  which  the  minis- 
ter from  Mexico  and  the  under- 
signed have  held  some  verbal  con* 
ferences  with  the  secretary  of  state, 
at  their  previous  request,  will  short- 
ly be  organized  ;  as  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries from  Peru  are  already  at  the 
isthmus  of  Panama,  the  place  ap- 
pointed for  the  congress,  and  those 
from  Colombia  and  other  Ameri- 
can repubhcs,  are  on  then-  way  to 
this  assembly,  which  they  have  pro- 
vided for  by  public  treaties. 

The  hon.  secretary  having  in- 
timated, in  the  name  of  his  go- 
vernment, that  the  United  States, 
if  formsdly  invited  by  Mexico 
and  Colombia,  and  apprized  of 
the  subjects  to  be  discussed, 
would,  on  their  part,  appoint  a 
person  to  represent  them,  if  these 
subjects  should  be  approved  by  the 
United  States,  the  undersigned  is 
accordingly  authorised  by  his  go- 
vernment to  address  this  invitalioii, 
which  he  now  makes,  by  this  note, 
in  all  due  form.  He  is  also  assured 
that  the  minister  from  Mexico  will 
present  the  same  invitation  on  thf% 
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part  of  his  govcmmcnt,  and  the 
minister  from  Guatemala  has  just 
received  similar  instructions  from 
his  government. 

Of  the  points  which  will  be  un- 
der discussion  by  tlie  assembly  of 
Panama,  the  undersigned  is  unable 
to  give  a  minute  enumeration,  as 
they  will  evidently  arise  out  of  the 
deliberations  of  the  congress.  He  is, 
however,  authorised  by  his  govern- 
ment to  assure  the  United  States 
that  these  points  have  no  tendency 
to  violate  their  professed  principles 
of  neutrality.  The  undersigned  has 
also  been  instructed  to  suggest 
some  subjects,  that  will  form  use- 
ful matter  of  discussion  in  the  con- 
gress— These  subjects  constitute 
two  classes : 

1.  Matters  peculiarly  and  exclu- 
sively concerning  the  belligerents. 

2.  Matters  between  the  bellige- 
rents and  neutrals. 

As  the  United  States  will  not 
take  part  in  the  discussion  of  sub- 
jects of  the  first  description,  we  will 
confine  ourselves  to  the  latter. 

At  Panama,  the  best  and  most 
opportune  occasion  is  offered  to 
the  United  States,  to  fix  some 
principles  of  international  law,  the 
unsettled  state  of  which  has  caused 
much  evil  to  humanity.  It  is  to 
be  presumed  that  this  government 
possesses  more  light  upon  the  sub- 
ject than  the  other  states  of  our 
hemisphere,  both  from  its  expe- 
rience during  the  wars  that  suc- 
ceeded the  French  revolution,  and 
from  its  negotiations  now  on  foot 
with  Great  Britain  and  other  na- 
tions, relative  to  these  principles. 
It  belongs  to  each  of  the  concur- 
ring parties  to  propose  their  views, 
but  the  voice  of  the  United  States 
will  be  heard  with  the  respect  and 
deference  which  its  early  labors  in  a 
work  of  such  importance  will  merit. 


The  manner  in  which  all  coloni* 
zation  of  European  powers  on  the 
American  continent  shall  bo  resist- 
ed, and  their  interference  in  the 
present  contest  between  Spain  and 
her  former  colonies  prevented,  are 
other  points  of  great  interest.  Were 
it  proper,  an  eventual  alliance,  in 
case  these  events  should  occur, 
which  is  within  the  range  of  possi- 
bilities, and  the  treaty,  of  which  no 
use  should  be  made  until  the  casus 
fadares  should  happen,  to  remain 
secret ;  or,  if  this  should  seem  pre- 
mature, a  convention  so  anticipated 
would  be  different  means  to  secure 
the  same  end,  of  preventing  foreign 
influence.  This  is  a  matter  of  im- 
mediate utility  to  the  American 
states  that  are  at  war  with  Spain, 
and  is  in  accordance  with  the  re- 
peated declarations  and  protests  of 
the  cabinet  at  Washington.  The 
conferences  held  on  this  subject 
being  confidential,  would  increase 
mutual  friendship,  and  promote  the 
respective  interests  of  the  parties. 

The  consideration  of  the  means 
to  be  adopted  for  the  entire  aboli- 
tion of  the  African  slave  trade,  is  a 
subject  sacred  to  humanity,  and 
interesting  to  the  policy  of  the 
American  states.  To  effect  it, 
their  energetic,  general,  and  uni- 
form co-operation  is  desirable.  At 
the  proposition  of  the  United  States, 
Colombia  made  a  convention  with 
them  on  this  subject,  which  has  not 
been  ratified  by  the  government  of 
the  United  States.  Would  that 
America,  which  does  not  think  po- 
litic what  is  unjust,  would  contri- 
bute, in  union,  and  with  common 
consent,  to  the  good  of  Africa ! 

The  descendants  of  this  portion 
of  the  globe  have  succeeded  in 
founding  an  independent  republic, 
whose  government  is  now  recog- 
nized by   its  ancient  metropolis:. 
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On  what  basis  the  relations  of  informing  the  hon.  sccretorv*  of 
Hayti,  and  of  other  parts  of  our  he-  .9iate,  that  he  has  communicated 
misphcre  that  shall  hereafter  be  in  to  his  government  the  conversa- 
like  circumstances,  are  to  be  placed,  tions  which  occurred  between 
is  a  question  simple  at  first  view,  them,  on  his  making  kno\iii  to 
but  attended  with  serious  difiicul-  them  the  determination  of  the  go- 
ties  when  closely  examined.  These  vernments  of  Colombia  and  Mexi- 
arise  from  tlie  different  maimer  of  co,  to  form  a  congress  of  repre- 
regarding  Africans,  and  from  their  sentatives  fi*om  the  new  states  of 
dilferent  rights  in  Ilayti,  the  !Ini-  the  continent,  who  to  that  end  had 
ted  States,  and  in  other  American  been  invited  ;  in  which  were  to  be 
states.  This  question  will  be  de-  discussed,  subjects  of  general  in- 
termincd  at  the  isthmus,  and.  if  terest  to  all  the  American  powers, 
possible,  an  uniform  rule  of  con-  as  well  as  those  which  mi^ht  be 
duct  adopted  in  regard  to  it,  or  particularly  suggested  by  the  ex- 
those  modifications  that  may  be  istence  and  actual  position  of  the 
demanded  by  circumstances.  new  powers ;    and,  in  tlie  meetin!» 

The  undersigned  merely  makes  of  which,  it  was  thought  proper, 

these  suggestions  by  way  of  exam-  by  tlie  government  of  the  subscri- 

pic;  it  is  left  to  the  wisdom  of  the  ber,   that  the    United    States    of 

governments,  and  the  judgments  of  America  by  means  of  their  com- 

their    representatives,   to   propose  missioncrs,  should  constitute  and 

whatever  may  be  esteemed  of  com-  take  part,  as  being  so  much  in- 

mon  good  to  the  new  hemisphere,  terested  in  the  first  and  principal 

Inviting  the  United  States,  in  the  subject,  upon  which  the  congress 

name  of  Colombia,  to  a  congress,  would  be  engaged, 

the  mere  assembling  of  which  will  In  consequence  of  which,  being 

increase  the  political  importance  of  informed  of   the  concurrence  of 

America,  and  show  the  facility  with  this  government,  in   the  idea  of 

which  she  can  combine  the  resour-  discussing  the  first  point  in  a  con- 

ces  in  defence  of  common  rights,  gress  as  was  desired,  and  that  it 

when  necessary,  the  undersigned  woidd  send  representatives  to  it, 

hopes  that  the  United  States  will  under  condition,  that  the  neutrahty 

make   an   early  appointment  of  a  in  which  it  stood  towards  Spain, 

person    or    persons  to   represent  should  not  be  violated ;   and  tliat 

them  in  this  assembly,  as  the  con-  it  should  be  invited  thereto,  by  the 

ditions   that   were  required  have  republics  of  Mexico  and  Coiom- 

been  fulfilled.  bia,  who  should,  moreover,  signify 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  the  affairs  with  which  it  was  to  be 

to  offer  to  the  hon.  Henry  Clay  occupied,  to  promote  its  object 

his  most  distinguished  considera-  and  the  necessary  uniformity  of 

tion.         Jose  Mabia  Salazar.  credentials  or  authorization  of  the 

Washington,  Nov.  ^^,  1825.  respective    representatives:     the 
president  of  the  United  States  of 

Mr.  Obregon  to  Mr.  Clay.  Mexico,  has  charged  and  commis- 

Legaiion  of  the  United  Utates  of  M^xirQ.  sioned  anew,  the  miderwritteo  to 

Washing:ton,  Al  Nov.  1825.  make  the  invitation,  and  to  poinC 

The  underwritten  minister  pie-  out  the  afi^rs  as  stated. 

nipotentiary,    has    the    honor   of  The  government  of  the  subscn- 
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b(.r  never  supposed,  nor  desired, 
that  the  United  States  of  America 
would  take  part  in  the  congress 
about  to  be  held,  in  other  matters 
than  those  which,  from  tlieir  nature 
and  importance,  the  late  adminis- 
tration pointed  out  and  character- 
ized, as  being  of  general  interest 
to  the  continent ;  for  which  reason 
one  of  the  subjects,  which  will  oc- 
cupy the  attention  of  the  congress, 
will  be  the  resistance  or  opposi- 
tion to  the  interference  of  any  neu- 
tral nation,  in  the  question  and  war 
of  independence,  between  the  new 
powers  of  the  continent  and  Spain. 

The  government  of  the  under- 
signed apprehends,  that  as  the 
powers  of  America  are  of  accord, 
as  to  resistance,  it  behoves  them 
to  discuss  the  means  of  giving  to 
that  resistance  all  possible  force, 
that  the  evil  may  be  met,  if  it  can- 
not be  avoided  ;  and  the  only  means 
of  accomplishing  this  object,  is  by 
a  previous  concert  as  to  tlie  mode 
in  which  each  of  them  shall  lend 
its  co-operation ;  for  otherwise,  re- 
sistance would  operate  but  partial- 
ly, and  in  a  manner  much  less  cer- 
tain and  effective. 

The  opposition  to  colonizations 
in  America  by  the  European  pow- 
ers, will  be  another  of  tlie  ques- 
tions which  may  be  discussed,  and 
which  is  in  like  predicament  with 
the  foregoing. 

After  tliese  two  principle  sub- 
jects, the  representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  may  be 
occupied  upon  others  to  which  the 
existence  of  the  new  states  may 
give  rise  ;  and  wliich  it  is  not  easy 
to  point  out  or  enumerate :  for 
which  the  government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  Mexico  will  give  in- 
structions and  ample  powers  to  its 
commissioners,  and  it  trusts  that 
those  from  the  other  powers  may 
bear  the  san>e. 


The  congress  is  to  be  assembled 
at  Panama,  at  which  city  the  repre- 
sentatives from  Colombia,  Peru, 
Guatemala,  and  Mexico,  will  have 
ah'eady  arrived,  at  the  date  of  this ; 
they  will  be  engaged  upon  the  pre- 
liminary rules  of  the  assembly ;  and 
likewise  upon  questions  which  be- 
long exclusively  to  the  belligerents. 

The  United  States  of  America 
may  send  their  representatives  to 
that  city,  to  take  part  in  those 
questions,  which,  long  since,  they 
were  the  first  in  declaring  to  the 
world  they  regarded  as  of  tran- 
scendant  im[>ortance  to  the  inte- 
rests of  all  America  ;  and  in  others 
to  which  the  formation  of  the  new 
states  will  give  rise;  the  concur- 
rence in  which  will  moreover  ac- 
complish the  object  so  much  de- 
sired, by  the  respective  govern- 
ments, of  manifesting,  by  deeds, 
the  dbposition  and  facility  which 
the  powers  of  this  continent  pos- 
sess, to  act  in  concert  in  the  com- 
mon cause. 

To  which  end,  and  in  compliance 
with  the  tenor  of  the  conversations 
held  with  the  honorable  secretary 
of  state,  the  underwritten  minister 
plenipotentiary  invites  tliis  govern- 
ment to  send  representatives  to  the 
congress  of  Panama,  with  authori- 
ties as  aforesaid,  and  with  express 
instructions  in  their  credentials, 
upon  the  two  principal  questions  ; 
in  which  step  he  is  likewise  joined 
by  the  minister  of  Colombia,  and 
with  which  he  trusts  he  has  fulfilled 
all  that  was  stipulated  to  this  end. 

The  subscriber  has  the  honor, 
on  tliis  occasion,  to  present  to  the 
honorable  secretary  his  respects 
and  highest  consideration. 

Pablo  Obbeoon. 
To  the  Hon.  H.  Clay, 

Secretary  of  State.  IL  S. 
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Mr.  Canaz  to  Mr.  Clay. 

W aching:! on.  Nuvrmlirr  14.  Mj^. 

The  iTovernmcnt  of  Central  Ame- 
rica, winch  I  have  the  lionor  to  re- 
present, as  early  as  the  year  1821, 
was  sensible  of  the  importance,  to 
the  independent  nations  of  this  con- 
tinent, of  a  general  congress  of 
their  representatives,  at  some  cen- 
tral point,  which  might  consider 
upon,  and  adopt,  the  best  plan  for 
defending  the  states  of  the  new 
world  from  foreign  aggression,  and, 
by  treaties  of  alliance,  commerce, 
and  friendship,  raise  them  to  that 
elevation  of  wealth  and  pow*er, 
which,  from  tlieir  resources,  they 
may  attain.  It  also  acknowledgcci, 
that,  as  Europe  had  formed  a  con- 
tinental aystem^  and  held  a  con- 
gress whenever  questions  affecting 
its  interests  were  to  be  discussed, 
America  should  form  a  system  for 
itself  and  assemble  by  its  repre- 
sentatives, in  cortes,  whenever  cir- 
cumstances of  necessity  and  great 
importance  should  demand  it. 

Entertaining  these  views,  the 
government  of  Central  America 
voluntarily  expressed  its  willing- 
ness to  appoint  its  deputies  for 
such  an  object.  Sensible  of  its 
importance,  which  has  also  bc^en 
felt  by  the  governments  of  South 
America,  it  has  resolved  to  send 
plenipotentiaries  to  a  general  con- 
gress, to  be  formed  for  the  pur- 
poses of  preserving  the  territorial  in- 
tegrity, and  firmly  establishing  the 
absolute  independence  of  each  of 
the  American  republics.  On  the 
1 9th  of  March  last,  the  government 
of  Central  America  formed  a  con- 


vention with  that  of  Colombia, 
providing  for  this  object ;  and  I. 
as  its  representative,  have  been  in- 
structed to  express  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  tlie  de- 
sire entertained  by  my  government* 
that  it  should  send  a  representativt* 
to  the  general  congress. 

To  fulfil  the  wishes  of  my  go- 
vernment, and  convinced,  at  the 
same  time,  of  the  importance  and 
respectability  which  would  attach 
to  the  general  congress  of  the  Ame- 
rican republics,  from  the  presence 
of  envoys  from  the  United  States  of 
America,  I  now  address  this  high 
government  upon  this  subject,  in 
the  name  of  Central  America.  I 
am  anxious,  therefore,  to  know  if 
this  republic,  which  has  ever 
shown  itself  the  generous  friend  of 
the  new  American  States,  is  dis- 
posed to  send  its  envoys  to  thr 
general  congress,  the  objects  of 
which  is,  to  preserve  and  confirm 
the  absolute  independence  of  these 
republics,  and  to  promote  the 
general  good  ;  and  which  will  not 
require  that  the  represeniaHi9€i  of 
the  United  States  should,  w  the 
leasts  campromit  their  present  neu- 
trality^ harmony^  and  good  intdtt- 
gence  with  other  nations.  This, 
my  government  has  deemed  it  ne- 
cessary to  state  distinctly,  in  mi- 
king the  present  invitation. 

Be  pleased,  sir,  to  accept  ex* 
pressions  of  the  high  consideratioD 
with  which  I  am,  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

Antonio  Jobe  Canai. 

To  the  Hon.  the  Secretary  of  Stat^. 
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II.— FOREIGN 


SOUTH   AMERICA. 

American  Co:vfederation. 

R  of  His  Excellency  ihe  Liberator  of  Colombia,  invested 
he  stqnreme  command  of  the  RepubUe  of  Peru,  inciting  the 
menls  of  the  other  Republics  of  America  to  send  their  nepre- 
lees  to  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  there  to  form  a  General  As- 

h 

Lima,  December  7th,  1024. 

reat  and  good  friend — Af- 
n  years'  sacrifices,  conse- 

0  the  liberty  of  America, 

1  a  system  of  guarantees, 
1  peace  and  war,  may  be 
d  of  our  new  destiny,  it  is 
It  the  interests  and  rela- 
lich  united  between  tliem 
iblics  of  America,  before 
of  Spain,  should  be  found- 
ome  known  basis,  which 
der,  if  that  were  possible, 
ition  of  these  states  eter- 

lablish  that  svstem,  and  to 
ite  the  power  of  this  great 
body,  belongs  to  the  excr- 
I  supreme  authority,  which 
set  the  policy  of  our  go- 
its,  whose  influence  may  be 
nnaintain  uniformity  in  our 
»,  and  whose  name  alone 
suflicicnt  to  appease  our 
»n8.  An  authority,  to  car- 
t  so  much  respect,  can  only 
1  in  an  union  of  plenipo- 
B,  sent  by  each  of  our  rc- 
and  assembled  under  the 

of  victory,  obtained   by 
i  over  Spanish  power, 
y    penetrated    with  these 

1823,  as  president  of  the 
of  Colombia,  I  invited  the 
lents  of  Mexico,  Peru, 
id  Buenos  Avres,  to  form 


a  confederacy,  and  to  assemble  at 
the  isthmus  of  Panama,  or  anv 
other  place  to  be  chosen  by  tlie 
majority,  a  congress  of  plenipo- 
tentiaries from  each  state,  which 
*'*'  might  act  as  a  council  to  us  in 
our  distresses,  as  a  rallying  point 
in  our  common  danger,  as  a  faith- 
ful interpreter  to  our  public  trea- 
ties, when  difficulties  might  occur  ; 
and,  in  fine,  as  a  mediator  in  alt 
our  differences." 

The  government  of  Peru  con- 
cluded, on  the  6th  of  June,  of  that 
year,  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  con- 
federation witli  the  plenipotentiary' 
of  Colombia  ;  and,  by  it,  both  par- 
lies were  pledged  to  interpose 
their  good  offices,  that  all  entering 
into  the  same  compact,  a  general 
assembly  of  the  confederates  might 
be  effected.  A  treaty,  to  the  same 
purport,  was  concluded  in  Mexico, 
on  the  3d  of  October,  1 823,  by  the 
envoy  extraordinary  of  Colombia 
to  that  state ;  and  there  are  strong 
grounds  to  hope  that  the  other  go- 
vernments will  accede  to  what  a 
regard  tor  their  own  interests  so 
urgently  recommends. 

To  delay,  for  a  longer  period, 
the  general  meeting  of  the  pleni- 
potentiaries from  the  republics 
who,  defaeto^  already  form  a  con- 
federacy, until  the  accession  of  thr 
remainder  hv  obtainnd,  would  be 

IS 
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depriving  ourselves  of  the  advan-  of  Panama  would  be  selected  tor 
tagcs  which  that  assembly  would  this  august  purpose,  placed,  as  it 
produce  from  the  moment  of  its  is,  in  the  centre  of  the  globe,  look- 
installation.  These  advantages  are  ing  on  the  one  side  towards  Asia, 
prodigiously  increased,  if  we  con-  and  on  the  other  towards  Africa 
template  tlie  picture  presented  to  and  Europe.  The  isthmus  of  Pa- 
us  by  tlie  political  world,  and,  more  nama  has  been  offered  by  the  go- 
particularly,  the  cabinet  of  Eu-  vernmcnt  of  Colombia,  for  this  ob- 
rope.  ject,  in  existing  treaties.     The  isth- 

The  union  of  the  plenipotentia-  mus  is  at  an  equal  distance  from 
rics  of  Mexico,  Colombia  and  Pe-  the  two  extremities ;  and,  on  this 
ru,  would  be  delayed  indefinitely,  if  account,  might  be  provisionally 
it  were  not  promoted  by  one  of  tlie  adopted  as  the  place  where  the 
contracting  ])artics ;  unless  we  were  first  meeting  of  the  confederates 
to  wait  for  Uie  result  of  a  new  and  might  be  held. 
s])ccial  convention  upon  the  time  Yielding,  therefore,  to  these  c-on- 
iind  pla<!0  relative  to  tliis  great  siderations,  I  feel  strongly  inclined 
event.  On  considering  the  diffi-  to  send  to  Panama  the  deputies 
rulties  and  delays,  from  the  dis-  from  this  republic,  the  moment  I 
tancc  at  which  we  are  separated,  have;  tlie  honor  to  receive  the  wish- 
added  to  other  weighty  motives,  od  for  answer  to  this  circular.  No- 
( emanating  from  a  consideration  of  thing,  certainly,  will  contribute  so 
our  general  interests,  I  have  re-  much  to  satisfy  the  ardent  wishes 
i«oIve(i  to  take  this  step,  witli  a  view  of  my  heart,  as  the  co-operatioD, 
to  promote  the  immediate  meeting  which  I  look  forward  to,  of  the 
of  our  plenipotentiaries ;  whilst,  confederated  governments,  in  ear- 
in  the  mean  time,  the  other  states  rying  into  effect  tliis  august  act  of 
celebrate  the  same  conditions  as  America. 

already  exist  between  us,  relative  If  your  excellency  does  not  con- 
to  the  appointment  and  incorpora-  descend  to  join  in  it,  I  foresee  im- 
tion  of  their  representatives.  mense  delay  and  injury,  at  a  time 

With  respect  to  the  period  of  when  the  movement  of  the  world 

the  installation  of  tlie  assembly,  I  accc^lerates  all  things,  acceleratiiig 

venture  to  believe,  that  no  difficulty  them,   perhaps,  to  our   disadvan- 

can  be  opposed  to  its  taking  place  tagc. 

vithin  the  space  of  six  months.        After  tlie  first  conferences,  be- 

counting  from  the  present  date ;  twcen  the  plenipotentiaries,  have 

and,  I  likewise  venture  to  flatter  been  held,  tlie  residence  of  the  as- 

myself,  tliat  the    ardent    desires,  sembly,  as  well  as  its  attributioos 

which  all  Americans  feel,  to  exalt  mav  l>e  determined  in  a  aokmn 

the  power  of  the  Colombian  conti-  manner  by  the  majority  ;  and  then 

nent,  will  abridge  the  difHculties  all  our  aim  will  be  accomfdished. 
and  delays  which  minbterial  pre-        The  day  on  which  our  plen^ 

parations  might  require,  and  the  tontiaries  exchange  tlieir  fuU  pow" 

distance  which  exists  between  the  ers,  will  form  a  memorable  era  in 

capitals  of  each  state  and  the  cen-  the  diplomatic  history  of  America. 

tral  place  of  meeting.  When,   an   hundred    ages  henee. 

It  seems  that,  if  tlie  world  had  posterity  seeks  the  origin  of  our 

to  choose  its  capital,  the  isthmus  international  law,   and  recaSs  tn 
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mind  the  conventions  which  con- 
solidated her  existence,  she  will  re- 
spectfully consult  the  records  of  the 
proceedings  in  the  isthmus.  In 
them  she  will  discover  the  basis  of 
our  first  alliances,  which  will  ref- 
late the  system  of  our  relations 
with  the  universe.  What  will  the 
isthmus  of  Corinth  then  be  to  that 
of  Panama  ? 

God  preserve  your  excellency. 
Your  great  and  good  friend, 

(Signed)         Bolivar. 

The  minister  of  government  and 
foreign  affairs,     J.  S.  CARRioy. 


AxswEU  qf  Vice-President  Sax- 
TANDER,  of  Colombia,  to  Boli- 
var, in  the  rel'ation  to  the  pro- 
posed Congress  of  Panama. 

Fulacc  of  g^ovcrnmeni,  Bogota, 
March  6,  1823. 

My  great  and  good  friend  and 
laitliful  ally — I  have  read,  with  the 
greatest  pleasure,  your  very  es- 
teemed communication,  dated  from 
the  city  of  Lima,  on  the  7th  of 
December  last,  in  which  you  ex- 
press your  ardent  wishes  to  see 
united,  within  six  months,  if  possi- 
ble, the  assembly  from  the  confede- 
rate states  of  what  was  formerly 
Spanish  America. 

It  is  to  me  extremely  satisfactory 
to  assure  you,  that,  being  actu- 
ated by  the  same  feelings  as  your- 
self, I  have,  beforehand,  taken  all 
the  steps  calculated  to  accelerate 
the  carrying  into  effect  of  a  design 
so  essential  to  our  securitv  and 
fixture  happiness.  The  wants  of 
the  new  American  states,  their  po- 
sition with  regard  to  Europe,  and 
the  obstinacy  of  the  king  of  Spain, 
render  it  imperative  now,  more 
than  ever,  on  us  and  our  dear  al- 
lies, to  adopt  a  system  of  political 
combinations,  which  may  stifle,  at 
its  hirth,  any  attempt  to  involvo  us 


in  fresh  calamities.  The  danger- 
ous principle  of  foreign  interfe- 
rence, which  some  cabinets  of  tht^ 
old  world  have  embraced  and  ea- 
gerly put  into  practice,  calls  for  our 
serious  consideration,  botli  from 
its  tendency  to  keep  alive  the  dying 
hopes  of  our  obstinate  enemies,  and 
Irom  the  fatal  consequences  which 
the  introduction  of  a  maxim  so  de- 
structive of  the  sovereign  rights  of 
the  people  would  produce  in  Amo- 
rica. 

But,  however  great  our  desires 
may  be  to  lay,  at  least,  the  founda- 
tion of  this  work,  the  most  stu- 
pendous that  has  ever  bern  con- 
ceived since  the  fall  of  the  Roman 
empire,  it  appears  to  me  that  it  i» 
for  our  mutual  interest,  that  the  as- 
sembly of  plenipotentiaries,  agreed 
upon,  should  take  place  in  the  isth- 
mus of  Panama,  with  the  concur- 
rence of  all,  or  of  the  greater  part 
of  all  the  American  governments, 
as  well  belligerents  as  neutrals,  all 
equally  interested  in  resisting  this 
pretended  right  of  interference,  to 
which  some  of  the  powers  of  the 
south  of  Europe  have  already  fallen 
victims. 

For  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
this  concurrence,  instructions  wen* 
given,  under  date  of  the  loth  July 
last,  to  our  charge  d'affaires  at 
Buenos  Ayres,  to  endeavor  to  per- 
suade the  government  there  of  the 
propriety  of  sending  plenipotentia- 
ries to  the  isthmus  of  Panama,  not- 
withstanding the  ill  success  of  thf^, 
negotiation,  which,  for  this  laudn- 
ble  purpose,  was  opened  between 
the  two  parties  in  1824.  On  this 
account,  also,  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty  of  alliance  and  perf)etual 
confederation  with  the  state  of 
Chili,  of  which,  until  now,  we 
have  had  no  intelHgence,  has  been 
waited  for  ivith  the  ffreat^st  anxir- 
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ry.  And,  probably,  the  session  of  tober  of  the  present  year.  For 
the  present  legislature  will  not  ter-  the  purpose,  then,  of  facilitating 
minatc  without  having  concluded  a  this  object,  I  venture  to  make  to 
isimilar  treaty  with  the  provinces  of  you  the  following  proposition  : 
Ciuatemala,  a  niinisterfrom  whence  First.  That  the  governments  of 
is  now  in  this  capital,  and  whose  Colombia  and  Peru  should  author- 
recognition  ha.s  been  de)ayc<l  from  isc  their  plenipotentiaries,  after 
considerations  towards  our  faithful  having  commenced  their  prepara- 
ally  the  republic  of  Mexico.  tory  conferences  in  the  isUunus  of 

I,  therefore,  entertain  hopes  that  Panama,  to  enter  into  correspond- 

the  assembly  of  America  will  be  in-  ence  directly  with  the  ministers  of 

stalled  with  the  presence  of  the  pie-  state  and  foreign  affairs  of  Mexico, 

nipoteiitiaries  of  Colombia,  Mexi-  Cruatcmala,    Chili,    and     Buenos 

CO,  Guatemala,  Peru,  and  even  Chili  Ay  res,  stating  to  them  the  iraport- 

and  Buenos  Ayres,  as  it  is  proba-  ance  of  sending,  without   loss  of 

ble  the  policy  of  this  last  country  time,  the  plenipotentiaries  of  those 

will   come  nearer  to  our  wishes,  republics  to  the  general  assembly, 

ader  tlie  installation  of  the  con-  Secomlly.  That  the    plenipoten- 

gress  of  the  United  Provinces  of  tiaries    of    Colombia    and     Peru 

Kio  de  la  Plata.  should  have  full  liberty  to  choose. 

With    respect    to    the    United  in   the    isthmus  of    Panama,  the 

States,  J  have   thought   it  highly  place    they  may   think,   from  its 

proper  to  invite  them  to  Uie  august  healthiness,  most  adapted  to  bold 

:t<sembly  at  Panama,  in  tlie  firm  tlieir  preparatory  conferences, 

conviction  that  our  intimate  allies  Thirdly.  That   as  soon   as  the 

will  not  fail  to  see,  with  pleasure,  plenipotentiaries  of  Colombia,  Pe- 

friends  so  enlightened  and  sincere,  ru,  Mexico,  and  Guatemala,  at  tiie 

r:ike  a  part  in  their  dehberations  of  least  of  three  of  the  said  republics, 

a  common  interest  to  all.     The  in-  should  be  in  tlie  istlunus  of  Pana- 

^'tructions  which,  with  this  view%  ma,  tliey  may  fix^  by  common  con- 

liave  been  sent  to  our  envoy  extra-  sent,  tlie  day  on  wluch  the  general 

ordinary  and  minister  plenipoten-  assembly  is  to  be  installed. 

tjary  at  Washington,  of  which  I  Fourthly.  That  the  general  as- 

uccompany  a  copy,  will  inform  you  seinbly  of  the  confederates  should 

at  lengtli  of  tlie  motives  which  likewise,  in  the  same  way,  have  M 

have  urged  me  to  come  to  tliis  re-  liberty  to  choose,  in  the  isthmus  of 

solution.  Panama,  tlie  place  which,  from  its 

In  the  mean  time,  tlie  govern-  healthiness,  they  may  judge  proper 

uient  of  Colombia  will,  witii  plea-  to  hold  their  meeting, 

sure,  send,  within  four  months  from  Fifthly.  That  the  plenipotentia- 

tlie  present  time,  its  two  plenipo-  ries  of  Colombia  and  Peru  should, 

tentiaries  to  the  isthmus  of  Pana-  by  no  means,  absent  themselves 

ma,  in  order  that,  together  with  from  the  isthmus  of  Pananoa,  fion 

those  of  Peru,  they  may  immedi-  the  time  of  their  holding  their  pie- 

ately  enter  into  discussions  prepa-  paratory  conferences,  until  they  aee 

ratory  to  the  installation  of  the  assembled  the  general  meeting  of 

genera]  assembly,  which,  perhaps,  the  conferences,  and  its  sessions  be 

may  be  able  to  commence  their  im-  terminated, 

portant  labors  the  first  day  of  Oc-  I  hope  that  those  propositions 
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will  evince  the  lively  interest  which  invitation  to  the  otlicr  governments, 

the  republic  of  Colombia  feels  to  for,  placed  as  you  arc  in  the  centre 

see  realized  the  great  designs  of  of  the  republics  of  the  south,  you 

Divine  Providence,  in  this  beautiful  can  easily  arrange  and  accelerate 

hemisphere^  of  whom   I  fervently  the  coming  of  their  plcnipotentia- 

pray  to  keep  you  in  his  holy  ^uard.  ries  to  the  place  of  meeting,  for 

Given,  signed,  and  sealed  by  tlie  which,  1  am  certainly  of  opinion, 

secretary   ol'  static  for   foreign  af-  Panama  unites  the  greatest  advan- 

fairs,  in  tiie  city  of  Bogota,  on  the  tages :  and,  as  far  as  regards  the 

6th  of  February,  1825-— loth  of  in-  ]>criod   of  the  installation  of  tlic 

de|}endencc  of  the  republic  of  Co-  congress,  although  1  had  thought 

lonibia.     F.  De  P.  Saxtaxder.  of  pru|)osing  the  first  of  Novem- 
ber, of  this  year,  in  consequence 


A                ^  ^r    -n                    ^  of  the  distances  and  difliculty  of 

AxswKR  cf  the  President  of  •      ^u     i        *    -.    r*u      i 

.  r     -^     «    ,»                   *^  arranging  the  departure  of  the  plc- 
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ni potent laries,  nevertheless,  if,  as 

My  great  and  gooil  friend— The  your  excellency  points  out,  it  can 

rommunication  ol*  your  excellency,  ^e  carried  into  eflect  earlier,  I  have 

dalcd  9th  of  last  December,  rela-  no  difficulty  in  acceding  to  it,  and, 

tive  to  the  great  project  of  con-  ^^n  the  contrary,  anxiously  wish  it 

vcrsation,  an  assembly  of  plenipo-  may  be  so :  for  which  purpose  I 

tcntiaries   from  the   republics    of  gjiall  cause  the  Mexican  plenipo- 

America,    for    the   regulation    of  tcntiaries  to  set  off  for  tiie   Ume 

these  interests  and  relations  which  you   ^^y  appoint,  immediately   I 

mutually  unite  them,  lias  been  so  should   receive  notice  of  it  from 

much  the  more  satisfactory  to  me,  your  excellency, 

as,  led  by  tlie  same  motives   and  Persuaded  lliat  the  cause  of  li- 

actuated  with  the  same  wishes,  1  berty  and  independence  is  not  only 

had  determined  upon   taking  the  that  of  those  republics  which  were 

lead,  and  sending  an  officer  with  formerlv  colonies  of  Spain,  but  also 

despatches  to  your  excellency,  to  that  of  tlie  United  States  of  North 

propose  the  same  measures,  under  America,  1  have  directed  the  Mexi- 

the  idea,  that  although  the  ratifica-  can  minister  there  to  ascertain,  of 

tion  of  the  treaty,  of  the  3d  of  Octo-  the  prcsi<lent,  if  he  should  wLsh  to 

ber,  1 823,  by  the  government  of  Co-  be  present,  by  means  of  his  pleni- 

lombia,  had  not  yet  been  received,  potentiaries,  at  that  assemby. 

and   Mexico  had   not    concluded  This  is  what  I  have  the  honor  to 

similar  conventions  with  the  other  reply  to   your  excellency  on    the 

nations  of  this  continent,  which  important  subject  of  your  commu- 

were  formerly  colonies  of  Spain,  nication,  availing  myself  of  this 

this  was  not  an  obstacle  to  her  in-  opportunity  to  congratulate  your 

Titing  all  their  governments  to  be  excellency  directly  on  the  success 

present  at  the  wished  for  congress,  j,,  p^ru,  which  has  given  tlie  last 

as  their  respective   plenipotentia-  blow  to  Spanish  dominion  in  Amc- 

ries  could  come  specially  author-  ri^a. 

iaed  to  conclude  the  said  treaties,  God  preserve   your  excellency 

and  these  be  the  first  obfccts  of  the  many  years, 

deliberations  of  the  assembly.  your  great  and  good  friend, 

Your  exceUency  is  more  fkvora-  GuADAiiOrrE  Victoria. 

hly  circumstanced  for  makin?  thi«*  Mexico,  February  ?3, 1R?">. 
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Communication  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  of  Peru,  to  the  Mini^ 
ters  for  Foreign  Affairs  of  Co- 
lombia,    (JUATEMALA,     BUENOS 

Ayres,  and  Chili. 

His  excellency  the  president  of 
the  United  States  of  Mexico,  in 
reply  to  the  circular  addressed  to 
him  by  this  government,  to  con- 
voke the  American  assembly,  has 
expressed  his  good  disposition  to- 
wards it,  and  ardent  wishes  to  con- 
cur in  so  important  a  design.  His 
excellency  the  council  of  govern- 
ment, has  viewed  this  step  with 
the  greatest  pleasure,  flattering  it- 
self, in  (consequence,  that  there  can 
be  no  obstacle,  on  the  part  of  the 
other  governments,  which  can  de- 
lay its  installation,  and,  in  order 
not  to  retard  a  similar  proceeding 
on  fhe  part  of  your  excellency,  it 
has  resolved  to  send  you  a  copy  of 
the  said  conununication,  and  that 
of  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of 
Mexico,  which  I  now  do  ;  pre- 
senting, at  the  same  time,  the  sen- 
timents of  consideration  and  re- 
spect with  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  again  subscribe  myself  your  very 
obe<lient  scrvtint, 

TnoMAs  De  Hekes. 

The  general  congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted Provinces  of  Rio  de  la  Plata 
have  agreed  to  and  decreed  as 
follows : 

1.  The  executive  will  dispose, 
that  as  soon  as  possible  an  embas- 
sy, suitable  to  the  object  of  the 
mission,  be  sent  in  the  name  of  the 
nation  to  congratulate  Simon  Boli- 
var, the  distinguished  liberator  of 
Peru,  and  president  of  the  republic 
of  Colombia,  and  also  charged 
with  the  supreme  command  of  tliat 
♦  'f  Peru,  on  the  hiirh  and  exalted 


services  he  has  performed  to  the 
cause  of  the  new  world,  whose  ti- 
berty  and  independence  he  has  just 
irrevocably  established,  expressing 
to  him,  at  the  same  time,  the  very 
sincere  feelings  of  gratitude  and 
acknowledgment  with  which  the 
United  Provinces  are  animated,  for 
the  heroic  and  generous  exertions 
of  the  liberating  army  which,  after 
having  given  freedom  to  those  of 
Upper  Peru,  has  taken  upon  itself 
the  noble  task  of  subjecting  them 
to  order,  freeing  them  from  the 
horrors  of  anarchy,  and  facilitating 
to  them  the  means  of  organizing 
themselves. 

2.  The  embassy  will  settle  n-ith 
ttic  liberator  as  charged  with  the 
supreme  command  of  the  repuUic 
of  Peru,  all  difficulties  which  mav 
arise  between  the  latter  and  this 
state,  in  consequence  of  the  free- 
dom in  which  the  four  provinces  of 
Upper  Peru,  which  have  always  be- 
longed to  those  of  tlic  union,  at 
present  are. 

3.  It  will  also  negotiate  with  the 
assembly  of  deputies  from  the  said 
provinces,  which  has  been  con- 
voked by  the  grand  marshal  of 
Ayacucho,  Jose  de  Sucre,  general 
in  cliief  of  the  hberating  army,  in- 
viting them  to  attend,  by  means  of 
their  representatives,  at  the  general 
constituent  congress,  which  is  mnr 
legally  and  solemnly  installed. 

4.  The  invitations  spoken  of,  in 
the  preceding  article,  and  the  in- 
structions which  the  embassy  may 
receive  from  the  supreme  execu- 
tive power,  will  have  for  thdr 
basis,  that  although  the  four  pro- 
vinces have  always  belonged  to 
the  state,  it  is  tlie  wish  of  the  ge- 
neral constituent  congress,  that 
they  should  be  lefl  perfectly  bet 
to  decide  as  they  may  think  m«rt 
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advantageoift    for    their    interests 
and  wel&re. 

6.  This  resolution  will  regulate 
the  conduct  of  general  Don  Jose 
Antonio  Alvarez  de  Arenales,  and 
in  conformity  with  it,  will  the  ex- 


ecutive power  issue  the  necessary 

orders. 

Gomez, 
Values, 

GORITI, 
ACOSTA. 


Address  of  the  Presideiht    of  Mexico  to  the  first  CoiutUuiianal 

Congress. 


Gentlemen — It  will  henceforth 
be  impossible  to  doubt,  as  it  has 
been  pretended,  at  some  period, 
whether  social  institutions,  esta- 
blished for  the  freedom  of  man- 
kind, are  the  indispensable  result 
of  the  progress  of  just  and  benevo- 
lent ideas,  or  exist  only  for  a  time, 
by  the  shameful  subversion  of  prin- 
ciples, and  for  the  tumultuous  ad- 
vancement of  passion.  The  para- 
sites of  state  tyranny,  tliose  who 
make  compacts  and  duties  emerge 
firom  the  clouds,  deny  the  legitima- 
cy and  vigor  of  governments  which 
have  sprung  from  the  sovereign 
people.  For,  according  to  these 
individuals,  free  beings  have  no  li- 
mit or  guaranties ;  according  to 
them,  they  assault  and  devour  each 
other,  and  in  this  strife,  cruelty 
and  merciless  anger  annihilate  the 
hope  of  any  orderly  system  of  le- 
gi^tion. 

It  is  not  supposed,  gentlemen, 
that,  in  order  to  confound  the  ene- 
mies of  the  people,  I  need  lead 
tbem  to  the  ruins  of  Carthage,  to 
rouse  the  remembrance  of^  free 
Rome,  or  to  unfold  the  pages  of 
that  Greece,  where  letters,  fine 
arts,  and  sublime  philosophy  gave 
birth  to  institutions  which  have 
been  admired  in  all  ages.  No  ! 
America,  our  adored  country, 
raising  its  head  over  antique  times, 
has  resolved  the  most  interesting 
problem  to  humanity*  and  has  al- 


ready taken  the  veil  which  covered 
the  origin,  and  the  end  and  object 
of  power. 

The  profound  legislator  of  Ca- 
rolina, and  WilUam  Penn,  the 
friend  of  man,  planted  in  tlie  vir- 
gin soil  of  America  the  precious 
seeds  of  civil  liberty,  which,  culti- 
vated afterwards  by  Washington 
and  Franklin,  find  themselves  now 
deposited,  with  the  fruit  they  pro- 
duced, in  that  capitol,  which  has 
erected  wisdom  on  the  banks  of  the 
Potomac.  From  thence  are  issued 
desolating  rays  on  despotism,  and 
fi-om  there  appears  the  regenera- 
tion of  sovercicrn  nations.  What 
glory  for  the  new  world!  How 
immense  the  grandeur  of  its  des- 
tiny! 

It  is  admirable,  gentlemen,  that 
the  light  should  have  penetrated  to 
the  colonies,  founded  by  the  adven- 
turer Medellin.  It  is  certain  that 
genius  overcame  resistance,  that 
morals  weakened  the  heat  of  par- 
ties, and  that  the  thoughts  of  phi- 
lanthropy came  to  take  the  place 
of  customs  and  errors  wliich  time 
had  consecrated. 

But  I  have  come  here,  gentle- 
men^ to  congratulate  with  you,  be- 
cause the  triumph  of  opinion,  of 
the  social  doctrines,  have  assem- 
bled us  on  the  foundation  of  a  com- 
pact created  by  ourselves,  and  for 
our  own  felicity.  Who  can  take 
from  the  representatives,  who  will 
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leave  these  &>eats  consecrated  to 
merit  and  virtue,  tlic  great  satis- 
faction of  being  replaced  by  ci- 
tizens equally  respectable,  and 
eciually  anxious  for  the  public  wel- 
fare with  Uieniselves  ?  Union,  the 
safety  and  the  welfare  of  the  states, 
have  been  confided  to  prudent 
hands,  who,  by  the  advice  of  wis- 
dom, will  attract  upon  themselves 
the  admiration  of  a  people  who 
know  how  to  appreciate  ju!»tice  and 
talent.  Happy  arc  wc  in  having 
directed  the  elections  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  public ;  we  shall  sec 
the  schemes  of  the  legislator,  and 
the  unanimous  votes  of  the  Mexi- 
can, fuUiIled  in  the  first  constitu- 
tional congress. 

My  heart  rejoices  at  the  happi- 
ness wc  enjoy,  and  at  that  which  it 
hopes  to  enjoy  still.  The  magni- 
ficent edifice  of  liberty,  which  for- 
merly was  a  beautiful  ideal  pros- 
pect, has  been  seated  on  an  inde- 
structible basis,  and  it  now  shines 
by  the  institution  which  a  great  na- 
tion deserved. 

The  high  attributes  with  which 
the  law  and  the  will  of  my  fellow- 
citizens  have  deemed  proper  to  in- 
vest me  as  the  depository  of  the 
executive  power,  have  enabled  mo 
to  employ  all  my  exertions  for  its 
usefulness.  A  glance,  although  a 
rapid  one,  over  tlie  progressive  ex- 
istence of  our  affairs,  will  convince 
you,  gentlemen,  that  I  have  caused 
to  be  done  the  greatest  good  pos- 
sible, according  to  the  sphere  of 
my  ability,  in  the  short  time  of  my 
presidency — happy  if  I  have  suc- 
ceeded in  filling  up  the  vast  circle 
of  my  duties  to  the  country ! 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury 
will  show  to  congress,  that  if  its 
situation  is  not  advantageous,  Dei- 
ther  on  account  of  its  income  or 
its  duties,  wo  have  snccoedoil,  by 


great  exertions,  in  clotliing,  anii- 
ini^,  and  increasing  the  anny  and 
navv,  to  send   succors    to    New 
Mexico,  to  the  Califoroias,  and  to 
nil  the  frontiers  ;  to  appease  the 
clamors  of  the  officers  of  the  rc- 
pubhc,  whose  pay  was  in  arrears, 
and  to  defray,  in  all  its  parts,  the 
administration,  with  tho  wise  and 
legal  use   of  the    foreign    loans. 
I'hc  organization  of  the  treasury 
has,  by  tlie  last  law,  considerthly 
improved  in  its  economical  branch, 
and  advances,  without  doubt,  to- 
wards  perfection.     May  the  pro- 
jects which  will  be  submitted  to 
the  house  deserve  its  approbation! 
The  safety  of  the  republic  requires 
sacrifices,   but  these  are    ahrays 
compatible  witli  the  state,  the  ex- 
ertion and  patriotism  of  its  heroic 
citizens. 

'I'iie  federal  judiciary  not  exist- 
ing, and  tho  government  beinf 
precluded  from  the  intervention 
wiiich  it  formerly  had  in  that  of 
the  ancient  provinces,  its  action,  in 
this  respect,  has  been  ahnost  null, 
and  will  be  so  until  the  BUpreme 
court  be  instituted  by  a  law  deng- 
nating  the  number  and  local  reb- 
tions  of  tho  district  and  circvt 
judges,  and  prescribing  rules  ibr 
territorial  tribunals,  and  the  fede- 
ral district.  Notwithstanding  tins, 
the  end  of  justice  has  been  eflbct- 
ed  as  far  as  possible,  and  the  citi- 
zens call  complain  only  of  tiie 
▼ices  of  legislation,  and  of  thoie 
introduced  by  the  degrading  indo- 
lence of  the  Spanish  govemofs. 
The  prisons  and  houses  of  eofve^ 
tion  have  had  the  fate  of  tbe  timet ; 
but  I  do  not  despair  of  reoderinf 
them  useful,  without  increaaing  tkB 
affliction  of  the  delinquents. 

The  Mexican  army,  whidi  gi- 
thcrcd  eo  many  laurels,  has  oooBh 
derably  improml  in  its  diseipBiv*- 
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It  is  to  be  completed ;  and  that  tractors,  now  defeated,  admire,  if 
now  in  existence  is  well  armed,  in  for  once  they  can  be  called  just, 
proportion  to  the  arms  contracted  the  empire  of  the  amiable  disposi- 
for,  in  order  to  raise  the  army  ao-  tion  of  the  Mexican  nation,  azid  its 
cording  to  the  dictates  of  our  si-  more  philanthropic  system  of  le- 
tuation  and  of  law.  The  secre-  gislation  and  government, 
tary  of  war  and  marine  will  eluci-  Citizens  of  both  houses  of  the 
date  my  exertions  in  this  branch,  general  congress  of  tlie  heroic 
The  system  happily  adopted,  con-  Mexican  nation !  Let  not  the  tri- 
fides  iJie  internal  administration  to  umphs  of  the  revolution  be  lost  to 
the  people,  and  to  its  local  autho-  us !  Let  the  satellites  of  the  dc- 
rities.  The  government,  witliin  its  spotic  power  give,  as  a  tribute  to 
orbit,  has  undertaken  to  cut  off  the  ideas  of  die  age  and  to  the 
state  abuses ;  and  in  this,  the  pa-  progress  of  civilization  in  Ameri- 
triotic  laws  begin  to  unfold  their  be-  ca,  the  testimonials  of  its  forced 
neficent  activity.  This  will  be  ex-  and  tardy  repentance !  Let  your 
plained  by  the  secretary  of  the  in-  ardent  zeal  for  the  constitution, 
terior.  your  constant  love  of  country  and 
In  all  the  free  countries  of  the  liberty,  your  wisdom  and  energ}', 
universe,  wishes  are  formed  for  the  facilitate  the  inestimable  felicity  of 
consolidation  of  the  Mexican  in-  elevating  the  Mexican  Ua'ited 
dependence;  and  as  soon  as  they  States  to  that  high  pitch  of  great- 
are  enabled  to  calculate  the  im-  iiess  decreed  by  the  supreme  arbi« 
mense  force  which  union  has  given  trator  of  destinies !  I  have  done. 
to  our    individual  and    collective  


prosperity,  I  am  persuaded,  gen-  Reply  of  ike  President  of  the 

tlemen,  that  they  will  admit  us  to  Congress  to  the  President  of  the 

the  rank  of  independent  and  sove-  Republic. 

reign  nations.  The  Mexican  republic,  that  bc- 

And  is  this  the  people  who,  for  loved  country,  which,  although  it 

three  centuries,  was  under  a  ridicu-  broke  off  its  foreign  yoke,  has  not 

lous  administration,  a  wretehed  go-  yet  been    enabled  to  gather  the 

vemmcnt  ?      The  Mexicans,  de-  fruit  of  so  many  sacrifices,  heroic- 

prived  of  an  equitable  system,  and  ally  made,  to  obtain  felicity,  has, 

after  having  suifered  above  the  li-  within  that  space,  received  the  sa- 

mits  of  human  forbearance,  broke  crcd  charter   which  sanctions  its 

off  their  connection  with  the  me-  rights,  restores  her  to  the  great 

tropolis.     Our  villages  burnt,  our  splicre  of  independent  nations,  and 

properties  invaded,  prisons  conti-  opens  to  her  the  high  way  to  that 

nuaJly    full ;    grief,    despair,   and  opulence  and  prosperity  which  na- 

death    perpetually    hanging    over  ture  has  desired.     The    nation 

our  heads ;  such  were  the  titles,  has,  in  fact,  sworn  to  the  expected 

such  the  characters  that  stamped  constitution ;   but,  what    an   im- 

ivith  fire  and  blood  the  freedom  we  mense  latitude  between  the  oath 

now  enjoy.      In  recovering   our  and  its  observance.     Inclinations, 

lights,  and  when  the  strong  arm  habits,  opinions,  the  fatal  result  of 

ivas  uplifted  for  the  glory  of  the  so  many  ages  of  darkness  and  ser- 

country,  we  gave  remarkable  ex-  vitude,  are  obstacles  which  can  be 

omplcfl  of  moderation.    Our  do-  conquered  bv  the  docility  and  n?- 
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inarkablc  genius  of  Mexicans ;  the  even  surpass  the  expectation  oi* 

vast  materials  for  the  exertions  of  those  whose  confidence  they  poa- 

cxperience,    for    the    display    of  sess :  they  may  render  their  6nn 

knowledge,  and  for  the  sacrifice  adored,  placing  it  on  ft  line  with 

even  of  iile,  should  honor  require  that  of  Solo,  Lock,  Penn,  Waili* 

it,  for  such  sacrifices  can  be  de-  ington  and  the  other  benefactors  of 

manded  of  those  who  have  the  ho-  mankind.     In  virtue  alone  is  to  be 

nor  to  govern  the  nation,  the  gene-  found  that  supporter  in  that  repub- 

ral  congress  and  president  of  the  lican  virtue,  that  knows  how  (o 

Mexican  United  States.  lose  sight  of  its  personal  intereit, 

No  constitution,  however  wisely  whose  ambition  looks  up  to  ths 
combined,  can  stifle  the  existence  public  godid,  and  which  can  distia- 
of  parties  in  a  popular  government ;  guish,  through  the  clouds  of  pas' 
they  are  the  ofisprings  of  liberty  ;  sion,  at  a  clear  and  perspicackNB 
and,  determined  to  support  our  in-  glance,  the  path  that  leads  to  pob- 
dependence,  in  this  point  alone  we  lie  fehcity.  The  heart  of  enry 
»re  unanimous :  for  our  honor  pre-  Mexican  expands  at  the  idea  thit 
eludes  the  belief,  that  any  can  dis-  such  will  be  the  guide,  the  lumirn- 
sent  to  this,  or  that  there  exists  ry,  the  soul  of  its  congress  and 
one  single  individual  who  does  not  president.  This  virtue  shall  idea- 
feel  indignant  at  the  idea  of  foreign  tify  itself  with  their  opinions,  viD 
servitude  or  dependence ;  unani-  gather  their  votes,  dictate  their 
mous  only,  I  repeat,  in  this  point,  statues,  render  them  inde&tigable, 
"we  shall  have  to  struggle  with  opi-  and  will  concentrate  their  strenglfa 
iiions  from  the  moment  that  they  to  secure  to  the  country  its  hhattf 
will  arise  from  incidents,  which  we  and  the  acciunulation  of  the  ad- 
must  tolerate  to  a  certain  degree  ;  vantages  it  deserves, 
and  inasmuch  as  the  law,  without  You  are  gomg  to  esfailiit  to 
destroying  the  passions,  leads  them  Mexico  and  to  the  woiU.  a  sob- 
towards  right;  thus  the  government,  lime  spectacle,  in  your  fectibide, 
mthout  being  enabled  to  shun  alto-  purity,  efiicacy  and  unanimity ;  and 
gether  actions  and  reactions,  or  soon  you  will  desenpe*  firoon  ymtf 
master  the  ebb  and  tide  of  opinion,  country  and  posterity,  the  appiaoR 
has,  for  its  difllicult  and  sublime  and  tribute  due  to  di6  sons  of  r^ 
duty,  to  balance,  moderate  and  re-  publican  virtue.  You  wiH  be  the 
gulate  those  movements  in  such  source  fit>m  which  alnll  flow,  oo 
manner,  as  that  their  jarring  even-  all  classes  of  the  Anahuac  soeiely, 
tuate  in  the  peace,  the  justice,  and  that  equitable  spirit  of  benevolenee 
the  reciprocal  benefit  of  both.  that  characterises  and  supports  good 

The  federal  republic,  composed  governments, 
of  so  many  and  virions  elements,        A  vast  and  himinoos  caresr  ii 

is  a  complicated  machinery,  whose  open  before  you,  and  at  Hs  end  ii 

action  requires  so  much  precision,  perspectively  seen  the  majestic  aai 

so  much  delicacy  in  its  direction,  safe  march  of  the  fedeni  repaUc 

that  it  is  reserved  to  superior  un-  of  Mexico,  the  fiiendlv  nati00^ 

derstandings.     But  the  congress  (and  all  ought  to  be  so,}  alM  Co 

and   president    have  an  inftllible  her,  Asia  and  Europe  at  har  ade, 

support.    In  order  to  fulfil  their  connected  by  important  and  padfie 

great  trust,  they  can  meet,  and  relations,  and  mcitj  i 
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by  the  hand  of  Mezko,  its  trea- 
aores  and  lights  to  the  inhabitanti 
of  the  UDiverae. 

By  a  happy  coincidence,  you 
are  going  to  ^ect  its  councils,  at 
probably  the  most  important  time, 
when  each  instant  is  critical,  each 
conjuncture  decisive:  when  the 
new  institations  are  on  the  point  of 
breaking  off  their  course,  emerging 
from  the  obstructioos  and  ruins 
heaped  by  despotism  and  its  minis- 
ters, by  Ignorance  and  fear;  and 
when  their  irresistible  current  is  to 
be  directed  by  you,  between  two 
precipices,  created  by  slavery  and 
anarchy.    To  you  belongs  the  ful- 


fiUing  of  the  pledges  given  by  out 
constitution,  and  to  prove  to  other 
nations  that  the  Mexicans  are  not 
only  able  to  reconquer  their  liberty, 
but,  moreover,  to  allot  to  them* 
selves  the  most  permanent  and  wise 
institutions ;  that  it  has  within  it- 
self the  nieans  to  cause  itself  to 
be  rei^>ected  and  looked  upon  with 
admiration  by  others;  and  that, 
lastly,  it  is  capable  of  completing 
the  remarkable  work  of  its  felicity, 
as  inspired  by  Providence.  Such 
must  be  the  result  of  the  virtue 
that  animates  the  congress  and  pre- 
sident of  the  Mexican  republic. 


Pbociauation  cf  the  Prescdeht  of  the  Unitbd  Msxicaiv  States  to 

his  fdiom^cUizens. 


Fellow-citizens — ^The  standard 
of  the  republic  waves  on  the  castle 
of  Ulua.  I  announce  to  you,  with 
indescribable  pleasure,  that  now, 
after  the  lapse  of  three  hundred 
and  four  years,  the  flag  of  Castile 
has  disappeared  from  our  coast. 

It  was  my  first  care  on  ascend- 
ing to  the  seat  of  power  at  your 
will,  to  attempt,  with  confidence 
ia  your  assistance,  to  reduce  the 
dominion  of  the  obstinate  Spaniard 
to  its  ancient  limits.  A  day  of  so 
much  happiness  and  f^orj  to  the 
eonntry  has  arrived. 

Mexicans !  By  a  path  of  blood, 
drawn  from  the  town  of  Dolores,* 
you  have  marched  with  resolution 
to  obtain  the  decisive  triumph.  It 
has  cost  you  the  life  of  your  heroes, 
tbe  sacrifice  of  inmimerable  vic- 
tims, the  ruin  and  the  desolation 
of  your  firesides.  Despotism  has 
been  drowned  in  the  sea  of  blood 
and  tears. 

*  Ths  plica  wbtieths  nroliitMabeiiui. 


Vera  Cruz,  the  illustrious  Vera 
Cruz,  invoking  the  national  cause, 
has  carried  this  mighty  work  to 
its  final  accomplishment  There  a 
handful  of  brave  men,  facing  the 
dangers  of  the  climate,  and  death 
in  all  its  shapes,  have  triumphed 
among  the  ruins  of  the  heroic  city. 
A  page  of  mourning  and  horror 
will  forever  preserve  the  memory 
of  the  invincible  people,  who  alone, 
and  deprived  of  the  resources  of 
war,  opposed  to  the  last,  every 
attempt  to  encourage  the  hopes  oiT 
tyranny.  Vera  Cruz  has  acquired 
immortal  &me,  which  shall  cany 
her  name  to  the  extremities  of  the 
earth.  She  merits  the  national 
gratitude.  I  was  a  witness  of  her 
unlimited  exertions.  The  authori- 
ties <^  the  nation  are  apprized  of 
them.  Vera  Cruz  has  every  thing 
to  hope  firom  their  being  fully  ap- 
preciated. 

Fellow-citizens,  Providence  has 
brought  about  a  state  of  tlrings  en- 
tirdy  new.    Every  wound  li  to  be 
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closed ;  doubt  and  suspicion  arc 
gone.  AU  opinion,  and  all  parties 
now  assemble  under  the  national 
banner.  Causeless  fears  and  hope- 
less seditions,  will  return  no  more 
to  disturb  the  peace  of  your  great 
family.  Passion  is  dead ;  and  union 
is  secure  in  the  common  interest, 
good  intelligence,  generous  princi- 
ples, and  the  nobleness  of  your 
breasts.  Woe  to  him  who  shall 
disseminate  discord,  or  break  your 
fraternal  bonds.  The  country  shall 
be  revenged  on  him. 

My  friends!  The  past  belongs 
to  history  :  to  secure  a  happy  fu- 
turity belongs  to  you.  Time  is 
short,  and  Mexico  will  proceed 
under  your  direction,  to  the  height 
of  her  glory.  Who  does  not  see 
beginnings  of  your  power  and  cre- 
dit which  shall  increase  without 
end  ?  Mexico,  presenting  one  coast 
to  Europe,  and  the  other  to  Asia, 
opens  her  mines  to  facilitate  com- 
mercial and  political  operations. 
Mexico,  shaking  off  the  chains  of 
slavery,  with  the  majesty  of  the  an- 
cient and  modern  free  states,  ex- 
liibits  a  sublime  and  august  charac- 
ter, which  policy  had  made  subser- 
vient to  its  designs,  and  cabinets 
had  humbled  to  their  service.  The 
colossus  of  Spain  has  fallen  and 
been  trampled  under  her  feet. 
Great  nations  have  been  bom 
among  its  ruins.  Mexico  raises 
her  head.  The  perception  of  her 
dignity  fills  the  universe.  This, 
fellow-citizens,  is  the  work  of  your 
hands. 


My  friends,  in  communicatiiig 
to  you  this  inestimable  news,  I 
make    known   to  the  public  my 
feelings  and  my  exertions.     Now 
that   the   conclusion   corresponds 
with  ray  wishes,  I  rejoice,  and  my 
happiness  is  not  without    cause, 
since  the  year  1825  approaches  a 
termination  no  less  prosperous  thin 
its  beginning  was  propitious.   The 
nation  may  yet  reap  laurels  in  a 
spacious  field. «  If  the  cabinets  of 
Europe  reconcile  themselves  with 
the  favorite  lights  of  the  age,  and 
accommodate  their  policy  to  the 
plain  and  solemn  interest  of  their 
continent,  we  shall  cultivate  free 
relations  of  peace  and  friendship 
with  the  whole  world.     The  grett 
republic  will  be  no  less  esteoned 
and  applauded  for  the  riches  of  its 
soil,  than  for  the'  equity  and  be- 
nevolence of  her  citizens.     Mexi- 
cans!    An  epoch  approaches  of 
immeasurable  promise. 

Glory,  my  countrymen,  to  the 
gallant  general  who  has  completed 
the  labors  of  four  years  by  the  re> 
duction  of  the  enemy's  fbitreas! 
Glory  and  honor  to  tba  brave  nen 
who  have  made  this  day  a  jubilee, 
at  the  expense  of  their  fiitigues, 
blood  and  sufierings.  The  cobb- 
try,  gratefixl  for  such  distinfaiBhed 
services,  will  know  how  to  recom- 
pense them. 

Fellow-citizens^  long  Ihe  the 
Mexican  republic 

Guadalupe  Victobia. 

Mexico,  Nov.  23*  1835. 


.:\jDDREss  of  the  Pbesident  Iff  the  Ukited  States  op  Mbxioo,  lolfeteo 
Houses  cf  Congress^  at  the  opening  ofthdr  extraardhuary  sestkn^  m 
the  4th  day  of  August,  1 825. 

Gentlemen — You  are  convened  when  necessary,  to  call  eartnorfi- 
by  that  article  of  the  constitution  naiy  sessions  of  the  congresB.  I 
which    authorises    the   president,    congratulate   myseU^    the  nation. 
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and  you,  that  no  difficulties  have 
occurred  for  the  serious  considera- 
tion of  thb  body,  or  of  the  govem- 
ment  council;  and  that  you  are 
not  required  to  provide  against 
alarming  dangers  from  the  coast 
or  the  interior,  to  fortify  any  weak- 
ness of  our  institutions,  to  stay 
some  desolating  evil,  or  to  calm 
the  tempest  of  tumultuous  passions. 

You,  gentlemen,  will  conunence 
your  labors  at  a  tiyie  when  the  re- 
public, prosperous  and  at  peace, 
advances,  unobstructed,  in  her  po- 
litical career,  i  have  desired  to 
gratify  my  own,  and  the  earnest 
wishes  of  the  nation,  that  the  bene- 
fits of  social  order,  which  begin  to 
be  developed,  should  be  full  in  their 
effect,  and  lasting  in  their  duration. 
The  authors  of  the  constitution  ful- 
filled their  important  trust  admira- 
bly, and,  without  transcending  their 
powers,  they  have  left  an  edifice 
whose  stability  and  beauty  must  be 
the  result  of  your  continued  labor 
and  anxious  care. 

Fellow-citizens,  the  nation  which 
is  always  just,  expresses  its  grati- 
tude for  your  useSful  and  advanta- 
geous employment  of  the  first  con- 
stitutional period  ;  and  expects  that 
the  work  of  wisdom  will  be  per- 
fected by  the  counseb  of  your  pru- 
dence. 

The  questions  to  be  submitted 
ibr  your  deliberation,  will  be  ap- 
proved by  you,  as  of  immediate 
and  great  importance.  In  the  com- 
plicated movements  of  the  political 
machine,  the  absence  of  one  whed 
will  suspend  its  motion,  or,  per- 
haps, cause  it  to  retrograde ;  and, 
when  resistance  is  great,  a  perfect 
and  harmonioos.system  alone,  will 
preserve  vigor  and  equilibrium 
among  the  various  orders  of  so- 
ciety. 

I  acknowledge,  that  were  it  not 


for  your  co-operatioii,  I  should  be 
unable  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
my  office  satis&ctorily,  and  to  over- 
come  the  embarrassment  which  the 
want  of  certain  laws,  and  mp  pnh 
f(mnd  respect  for  ike  sakOarg  du 
vUicna$id  MUpendeHce  cf  tkepth 
UHcal  powers^  have  opposed  to  the 
exercise  of  the  authority  confided 
in  me  by  the  nation. 

The  depositories  of  a  power 
which  watches  over  the  acts  and 
conduct  of  the  highest  functiona- 
ries of  the  repubhc,  and  which,  aa 
a  vigilant  sentinel,  over  the  use  of 
our  respective  trusts,  should  ever 
be  prepared  to  punish  the  guilty 
and  absolve  the  innocent,  will  not 
be  responsible  whilst  there  is  no 
law  regulating  the  duties  of  their 
office ;  nor  will  the  design  of  the 
constitution  be  accomplished.  The 
confederation,  without  tribunals, 
will  be  disorder  and  confusion.  In 
relation  to  this  subject,  gentlemen, 
nothing  has  been  done.  In  the 
territories  of  the  union,  the  admi- 
nistration of  justice  is  not  yet  or- 
ganized ;  and  the  precious  guaran- 
ties of  social  man  demand  that  it 
be  secured  to  him. 

More  salutary  provisions  may 
still  be  made,  regulating  the  inesti- 
mable liberty  of  the  press. 

The  national  treasury,  which 
gives  sustenance  to  the  state,  de- 
mands reforms  and  additional  regu- 
lations. Attention  to  the  public 
credit  will  place  us  on  an  equality 
with  those  nations,  whose  scrupu- 
lous observance  of  their  engage- 
ments has  forever  secured  their 
existence. 

The  moral  of  the  army  demands 
legislative  consideration,  that  the 
character  and  habits  acquired  in 
war  may  be  rectified.  Maxims, 
no  less  fiital  to  commerce  than  to 
the  recognition  of  our  rights,  have, 
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moreover,  prevailedt  from  the  ch- 
mors  of  the  people  against  the  ab* 
solute  thronea  of  Europe.  Disci- 
pline, and  the  perfect  organisation 
of  our  land  and  naval  forces,  will 
protect  us  against  the  machinations 
and  aggressions  of  the  whole  world, 
if  conspired  for.  our  destruction. 
The  government  is  engaged  in  a 
system  of  defence.  The  republic 
is  invincible ;  its  sons,  with  the 
universal  approbation  of  freeman, 
will  bravely  defend  the  rights  <^ 
their  country. 

The  rich  market,  which  the 
jealous  and  base  government  of 
Spain  had  reserved  for  its  own 
oppressive  speculations,  having 
been  opened  to  mercantile  na- 
tions, we  are  now  prepared  to 
conclude  treaties  for  the  protection 
of  our  commercial  interests.  Nu- 
merous events,  in  which  our  coun- 
try is  deeply  interested,  have  oc- 
curred in  rapid  successicm ;  and  in 
relation  to  matters  of  such  import- 
ance, your  powers  are  not  limited. 
Curiosity,  enterprise,  the  mildness 
of  our  laws,  and  gentleness  of  our 
manners,  the  fame  of  Mexican  opu- 
lence, all  have  combined  to  attract 
to  our  shores  an  innumerable  con- 
course of  strangers.  For  their  ad- 
mission, free  passage  and  residence 


in  the  states  and  territories  of  the 
confederati<m,  there  are  positive 
laws  of  police,  securing  our  aafe^, 
with  the  good  conduct  of  tboae 
who  visit  our  country.  To  ex- 
clusive privileges,  you  will  give  the 
consideration  they  merit* 

These  subjects  of  ackiiowle4ged 
importance,  and  others  <^  not  lev 
consequence  in  the  public  admini* 
stration,  are  submitted  §6r  the  6^ 
hberation  of  congress  ;  which,  in 
perfect  consonance  with  the  vievs 
of  the  government,  will  opportune- 
ly relieve  the  public  necesntieB. 

Whilst  you,  gentlemen,  are  aboot 
to  commence  new  labors,  in  the 
service  of  a  country  of  which  yoa 
are  the  support,  at  once,  and  the 
ornament,  it  maintains  in  its  pro- 
gressive career,  a  HignilUH  place 
among  the  nations  iS  the  globe. 
It  is  a  pleasing  reflection,  fellow- 
citizens,  that  you  are  at  the  head 
of  a  nation  which,  in  its  infrncy, 
has  already  conciliated  the  respect 
and  the  admiration  of  the  world. 
Mexico,  with  sentiments  of  good- 
wiU  and  friendship,  deairei  petce 
and  free  communicatioii  wiCfa  ill 
nations ;  powerful  and  opuknt, 
she  reposes  her  existence  and  se* 
curity  on  her  own  resources. 


RsFORT  hff  the  Seereiarff  of  Stale,  to  ike  dmgreBM  tf  Mbzico,  «I  lb 

sessitm  ^1826. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS.  ssry  aid  would  be  thus  obtained,  lo 

The  invasion  of  Spain  by  France,  recruit  the  exhausted  resources  s( 
and  its  result,  drew  the  attention  of  the  Peninsula.  TTiat  the  fear  of  rs- 
all  Europe  to  America.  The  new  viving  the  long  establislied 
Spanish  cabinet,  eager  to  re-esta- 
blish the  empire  of  Spain  over  this 
section  of  the  globe,  solicited  the 
monarchs  of  Europe  to  assemble 
in  congress,  to  consider  our  state, 
and  decide  upon  our  destiny.  It 
was  also  expected*  that  the  neces- 


poly  of  Spain  might  not  deter 
mercial  nations  from  socediBg  IS 
this  invitation,  the  king  of  fi^Mi 
granted,  to  all  flags,  the  prinHgf 
of  trading  with  the  Amencfs,  fs- 
serving  to  the  Spanish  eertaia  sA* 
▼antaises.  These  preiensioiis  of  die 
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cabinet  ot'  Madrid  are  truly  asto- 
nishing. Presuming  to  the  exer- 
cise of  authority  over  a  people 
who,  long  since,  denied  the  right, 
Spain  desires  to  assume  the  charge 
of  government,  while  she  secures 
to  other  nations  its  benefits.  Were 
she  to  abandon  the  chimeric  notion 
of  subjecting  us,  the  fiiendly  rela- 
tions which  she  might  cultivate 
with  us,  would  secure  to  her  im- 
portant advantages. 

The  Spanish  government,  by  this 
system,  has  given  a  new  direction 
to  European  policy.  England,  in 
reply  to  the  invitation  of  the  minis- 
ter of  king  Ferdinand,  declined 
attending  the  proposed  congress ; 
and,  in  the  papers  presented  by  the 
English  ministry  to  the  parliament, 
which  were  published,  she  firankly 
disclosed  the  liberal  principles 
which  were  to  guide  her  conduct. 
Without  refusing  to  recognize  our 
independence,  England  desired  that 
Spain  should  first  take  this  impor- 
tiat  step,  indicating,  at  the  same 
time,  that  she  would  not  long  wait 
the  shifting  policy  of  the  cabinet  of 
Madrid,  and  she  openly  declared 
that  she  could  not  sujflfer  any  power, 
or  league  of  powers,  to  interfere 
vnih  an  armed  force-  as  the  auxilia- 
ry of  Spain,  in  the  questions  pend- 
ing betwixt  her  and  her  colonies. 
The  resolution  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  an- 
nounced in  his  message  to  the 
congress  of  1823,  was  of  a  similar 
character;  and  as  France,  about 
the  same  time,  declared  her  friendly 
dfispositions,  there  are  well  founded 
reasons  for  believing  that  our  inde- 
pendence will  soon  be  recognized 
Dj  the  nations  of  Europe.  This 
'vnU  greatly  contribute  to  the  regu- 
lar organization  of  the  diflerent 
governments  of  our  continent, 
heretofore  adminiBtered  provision- 


ally,  and  to  the  foil  advantage  of 
the  late  glorious  events,  which  have 
forever  prevented  the  restoration 
of  Spanish  dominion  in  Peru.  This 
flattering  perspective  however,  will 
not  diminish  the  vigilance  of  the 
government,  but,  connecting  de- 
fensive preparations  with  pacific 
negotiations,  we  will  ever  be  ready 
to  conclude  honorable  peace,  or 
repel  hostile  invasion. 

This  is,  concisely,  the  state  of 
foreign  policy  in  relation  to  this 
republic  ;  and  the  measures  of  the 
government  have  been  adapted  to 
circumstances.  A  minister  pleni- 
potentiary was  appointed  to  the 
government  of  hu  Britannic  ma- 
jesty, as  soon  as  its  fiiendly  dispo- 
sitions were  known,  who  was  cJso 
empowered  to  institute  negotia- 
tions with  all  the  European  powers, 
not  excepting  Spain ;  and,dthough 
the  questions  agitated  have  not 
been  definitely  settled,  they  are  in 
ftvorable  progress.  As  our  com- 
mercial relations  with  Clreat  Bri- 
tain are  constantly  enlarging,  and 
as  the  loans  intimately  ajQect  our 
financial  operations,  it  was  deemed 
proper  to  i^point  a  consul-general 
to  that  kingdom,  who  was  author- 
ised to  designate  vice-consuls  for 
the  ports  where  commerce  should 
require  them.  He  was  particularly 
instructed  in  relation  to  the  exer- 
cise of  his  delicate  commission. 

The  consul-general  appointed  by 
his  Britannic  majesty,  and  other 
consuls  for  the  principal  ports  of 
the  republic,  have  assumed  the  ex- 
ercise of  their  fimctions ;  and  their 
commissions  have  been  acknow- 
ledged by  official  exequatars.  The 
diplomatic  agents  fi-om  that  go- 
vernment have  been  received  and 
regarded  with  the  consideration 
diM  to  a  nation  which  was  the  first 
among  those  of  Europe  to  open 
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relations  of  friendship  and  good 
correspondence  with  the  republic. 
These  will  become  more  intimate 
with  the  frequent  and  regular  com- 
munications that  have  been  esta- 
blished by  means  of  packet-ships, 
which  sail  from  Liverpool  every 
month,  for  the  conveyance  of 
despatches  and  correspondences. 
They  will  also  be  strengthened  by 
the  impulse  which  this  arrange- 
ment will  give  to  trade,  and  by  the 
multiplication  of  commercial  inte- 
rests between  the  two  nations. 
Our  commercial  intercourse  nvith 
other  nations  has  considerably  in- 
creased ;  and  they  now  perceive 
how  important  to  all  are  the  ad- 
vantages of  our  independence. 

Hostile  measures  have  been  pro- 
secuted against  Spain  and  her  com- 
merce ;  and,  to  obstruct  supplies 
for  her  castle  of  San  Juan  de  Ulua, 
a  blockade  of  this  fortress  has  been 
proclaimed,  which  has  been  re- 
spected by  the  English  vessels  of 
war,  anchored  at  the  isle  of  Sacri- 
ficios. 

The  president  of  the  republic 
has  been  desirous,  ever  since  his 
election,  of  despatching  an  agent 
to  Rome,  to  adjust  religious  con- 
cerns with  his  holiness.  But  the 
causes  that  have  hitherto  prevent- 
ed him,  will  be  made  known  in  the 
memorial  to  be  submitted  by  the 
secretary  for  justice  and  ecclesias- 
tic afiairs. 

The  friendship  that  has  subsisted 
with  the  United  States  of  America, 
since  the  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence, has  not  been  interrupted. 
That  government  appointed  a  mi- 
nister plenipotentiary  to  reside  near 
this  court ;  and  the  fiiilure  of  his 
arrival  has  had  no  connection  with 
the  friendly  relations  that  unite  the 
two  nations.  Sir  Don  Pablo  Obre- 
gon  was  sent  by  this  republic  to 


that  government  with  equal  power», 
and,  according  to  official  commu- 
nications, he  has  been  received 
and  recognized  by  the  president  at 
Washington. 

The  nature  of  the  cause  and  the 
identity  of  interests,  which  belong 
to  all  tlie  countries  of  America, 
that  have  broken  the  yoke  of  Spain, 
connect  them  so  closely,  that,  al- 
though separated,  and  acknowledg- 
ing different  centres  of  government, 
they  may  still  be  said  to  compose 
a  whole,  of  homogeneous  parts. 
These  circumstances  bind  them  to- 
gether, and  cause  the  reverses  and 
the  prosperity  of  each  to  be  felt  by 
all.  They  are  disposed  mutually 
to  assist  in  the  attainment  of  that 
which  is  their  common  object 

To  regulate  our  movements,  and 
to  organize  these  combined  forces, 
the  Colombian  government  con* 
ceived  the  grand  design  of  forming 
a  general  league  of  all  the  Ame- 
rican states  heretofore  under  the 
dominion  of  Spain.  Invitations  lor 
this  purpose  were  made  to  the  go- 
vernments, and  treaties  of  albaiioe 
and  confederation  consequendy 
formed.  A  treaty  with  tins  go- 
vernment was  concluded  on  the 
3d  of  October,  1823,  approved  by 
the  congress  on  the  2d  I>eccmber, 
instant,  and  ratified  by  the  execu- 
tive the  same  day.  Tliis  was  also 
approved  by  the  congress  of  C<^ 
lombia,  and  ratified  by  the  govern- 
ment ;  but  its  publication  has  been 
deferred,  because  of  its  not  having 
received  a  formal  ratification. 

At  the  moment  of  our  indepen- 
dence, the  president  of  that  repub- 
lic appointed  a  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary near  the  provisicmal  go- 
vernment which  we  had  at  that 
time,  who  continues  the  exercise 
of  his  functions.  The  minister  ap- 
pointed, on  the  part  of  this  govern- 
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ment,  to  reside  at  Bogota,  has 
been  prevented  from  reaching  his 
destination  by  various  causes ;  but 
that  the  important  conununications 
arising  out  of  our  intimate  relations 
might  not  be  obstructed,  the  secre- 
tary of  the  legation  has  been  or- 
dered to  that  court,  to  exercise  the 
office  of  charge  d'afiaires  till  the 
arrival  of  the  minister. 

The  independence  of  the  an- 
cient kingdom  of  Guatemala,  ha- 
ving been  formally  recognized,  un- 
der the  title  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces of  Central  America,  by  a 
decree  of  the  congress  on  the  25th 
of  August  of  last  year,  the  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary,  deputed  by  that 
government,  has  been  received  as 
accredited  to  this  court.  It  was 
determined  to  appoint  immediately 
a  minister  of  like  character,  to  re- 
side at  the  capital  of  the  new  re- 
puUic.  This  has  not  yet  been 
done,  but  may  be  expected  in  a 
abort  time. 

Among  the  provinces  whose  in- 
dependence was  recognized  under 
the  preceding  title,  was  not  com- 
prehended that  of  Chiapas,  wliich 
continued  independent  on  both  na- 
tions. They  have  acknowledged 
the  right  of  this  province  to  deter- 
mine to  which  of  the  two  repub- 
lics, between  which  it  lies,  it  would 
attach  itself.  To  have  remained  a 
long  time  in  hesitancy  would  have 
been  equally  prc^dicial  to  both ; 
the  government,  therefore,  to  has- 
ten a  decision,  agreeably  to  the  in- 
struction of  the  congress,  and  to 
give  to  the  declaration  the  charac- 


ter of  the  freedom  and  formality  ' 
proper  for  acts  of  this  nature,  used 
the  frankest  measures,  rejecting 
the  most  distant  advantage  of  in- 
terest or  influence,  and  invited 
Ghiatemala  to  do  the  same.  This 
gave  rise  to  a  correspondence 
which  was  conducted  with  that 
candor  and  good  faith  that  should 
ever  subsist  between  two  friendly 
and  neighboring  nations ;  and 
which,  if  necessary,  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  congress.  Chiapas, 
in  the  meanwhile,  freely  exercising 
its  right,  solenmly  resolved  to  unite 
itself  to  this  republic,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  some  districts,  and  was 
admitted  into  the  confederation, 
which  has  the  pleasive  of  witness- 
ing an  addition  to  the  number  of 
its  states  by  one  of  those  triumphs 
of  opinion,  when  uninfluenced  by 
force. 

Some  movements  of  the  Indians 
of  New  Mexico,  who  lead  an  er- 
ratic life  in  separate  tribes,  and  al- 
so of  those  who  have  made  ad- 
vances in  civilization,  and  are  set- 
tled in  diflferent  communities,  have 
menaced  that  part  of  the  republic. 
The  imprisonment  of  the  chiefs 
who  excited  the  Opatas  to  insur- 
rection, has  quieted  these  disturb- 
ances. It  is  due  to  the  United 
States  authorities,  to  acknowledge 
their  kind  offices  of  mediation  in 
the  range  of  their  territory  border- 
ing on  that  of  New  Mexico,  in 
averting  the  evib  and  calamities  of 
a  desolating  war&re. 

Lucas  Axakan. 
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JuIssBAOBjrom  CiHzenGvADALVTE  Vi6toria,  Pbesident  cfthe  United 
Mexican  States,  to  the  Chambers  of  the  General  CongresM^  fro- 
nounced  at  the  solemn  opening  of  Us  annual  session  on  the  1st  if 
January^  1826. 


Gentlemen— Our  country  having 
increased  in  prosperity,  even  be- 
yond the  expectation  formed  from 
the  flattering  prospects  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  having  acquired  in 
her  course  a  degree  of  external  re- 
spect, which  has  gratified  our  most 
sanguine  wishes,  and  furnished  the 
hope  of  a  happiness  without  li- 
mits, in  the  development  ever  pro- 
gressive of  the  numerous  sources 
and  elements  of  power  and  gran- 
deur which  abound  in  this  fortu- 
nate land,  and  having  at  length 
reaped  the  firuit  of  fifteen  years  of 
heroic  toil,  Mexico  is  placed  on  a 
level  with  the  great  nations  of  the 
universe,  and  gives  promise  of  gi- 
gantic advances  in  the  career  of 
improvement :  this  wonderfiil  com- 
bination of  events  unrols  the  mag- 
nificent plan  traced  by  Providence, 
when  regulating,  with  a  wise  hand, 
the  order,  the  means,  and  the  fiil- 
fihnent  of  the  destinies  of  the  re- 
public. 

The  august  ceremony  which  has 
surrounded  me,  to  •my  inexpressi- 
ble gratification,  with  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  iUustrious  Mexi- 
can people,  to-day,  that  they  re- 
turn to  the  exercise  of  their  im- 
portant legislative  functions,  gives 
me  an  opportunity  to  present  to 
the  chambers  and  to  the  nation  a 
sketch  of  the  year  1825,  which 
wiU  be  remarkable  in  our  annals, 
as  more  abundant  than  those 
which  have  hitherto  preceded  it, 
in  the  favors  dispensed  to  us  by 
the  God  of  nature  and  of  society. 
1  comply,  at  the  same  time,  with 
the  gratefiil  task  of  making  public 
the  acts  of  my  whole  administra^ 


tion,  while  the  secretaries  of  the 
government  fidfil  the  obligatioii 
imposed  upon  them  by  the  consti- 
tution, of  rendering  an  account  to 
congress  at  the  commencement  of 
every  year  of  the  a&ira  of  tlieir 
several  departments. 

The  month  of  January,  of  the 
year  which  has  just  closed,  has  de- 
served great  celebrity  from  their 
having  been  then  manifested  to  the 
diplomatic  agents  assembled  ia 
London,  the  disposition  of  the  go- 
vernment of  his  Britannic  majestj 
to  enter  into  anucable  relations 
with,  and  to  recognize  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  new  American 
states.  This  decisive  act  of  the 
profound  policy  of  the  British  mi- 
nistry has  disconcerted  the  plam 
and  machinations  of  our  exienial 
enemies,  by  surprising  the  cahiDets 
of  the  allied  powers.  Thus  has 
been  revealed  the  secret  of  their 
ulterior  intentions,  and  they  favrc 
been  forced  to  confeas  that  they 
renounced  for  the  fiiture  all 
intervention  in  subjects  rekting 
the  insurgent  Americas.  It 
in  agitation  to  extend  and  estafaUi 
beyond  the  ocean  the  afanrd  prin- 
ciples of  legitimacy  and  to  abdbh 
liberal  ideas  in^  the  new  worid. 
Protests,  repeated  acts,  a  myrte- 
rious  correspondfflMe  with  the 
court  of  Madrid;  all  tUi  eon- 
spired  to  found  a  suqpieiop  tkit 
Spain,  in  order  to  pmseife  tte 
remnants  of  her  detestable  sway, 
was  endeavoring  to  procure  the  as- 
sistance of  the  armies  and  navies 
of  other  nations.  The  invarica  of 
the  Peninsula  in  1 823,  included  the 
fiUal  design  of  placing  FetAnand 
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VII.  in  a  tUuaiion  to  undertake  the 
re-^onqueH  of  his  former  colonies. 
By  his  proclamation  to  the  Spa- 
niards, the  French  ^eneralhssinio 
wished  to  insinuate  that  such  were 
the  views  of  his  august  uncle.    Let 
U8  acknowledge  the  generous  feel- 
ing of  the  British  nation  which  im- 
pelled her  to  fly  to  the  aid  of  the 
cause  of  reason,  of  justice,  and  of 
liberty — and  to  redeem  the  Ame- 
ricas from  the  evik  and  disasters  of 
war,  by  the  interposition  of  her 
trident     The  debt  of  our  grati- 
tude  is  so  much  the  more  flatter- 
ing, as  the  resolution  of  the  cabi- 
net  of  St.  James  rested  on  the 
unanimous    approbation    of    the 
English,  interested  in  all  their  re- 
lations for  the  triumph  of  Ameri- 
can independence.     A  nation  emi- 
nently industrious,  in  which  poli- 
tics and  commerce  turn  on  an  axis, 
participates  in  the  progress  and 
stabihiy  of  other  nations,  which  pos- 
sess the  materiab  that  luxury  and 
habit  have  rendered  necessary.   An 
event  of  such  importance  has  open- 
ed  a  door  of  communication  be- 
tween the  two  worlds — and  Mexi- 
co, called  by  her  happy  location  to 
play  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  new 
order  of  things,  prides  herself  on 
the  inexhaustible  richness  of  her 
soil.     Our  agent  in  London  enjoys, 
ance  that  period,  the  diplomatic 
rank  with  which  he  was  announced 
by  our  government.     The  chaise 
d'affiures  of  his  Britannic  majesty 
resides  in  the  capital  of  the  repub- 
lic, and,  associated  with  Mr.  Mo- 
rier,  who  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  on 
tbe  14th  of  the  last  month,  will  be 
employed  very  shortly  in  the  con- 
clusion of  treaties,  which,  I  confl- 
dkntly  hope,  will  efiect  a  reconci- 
liation of  the  interests  of  both  na- 
tions.    The  chambers,  in  fulfilment 
of  the  13th  power  of  the  general 


congress,  will  take  into  considera* 
tion  this  grave  negotiation,  which 
holds  suspended  the  attention  of 
Europe. 

France  has  solemnly  pronounced 
her  anxious  wishes  to  strengthen 
her  mercantile  relations  with  this 
and  the  other  new   republics  of 
America,  under  guarantees  ema* 
nating  firom  her  government.     It  is 
desirable,  as  well  for  the  advantage 
of  France  as  for  that  of  the  new 
continent,  that  the  clamors  of  those 
Frenchmen  should  prevail  in  her 
cabinet,  who  have  ever  been  ani- 
mated with  the  love  of  glory,  and 
who  seek  with  earnestness  a  new 
and  rich  market  for  their  abundant 
industry.     However  the  real  aspect 
of  the  original  act  may  be  consi- 
dered in  diplomacy,  by  which  the 
independence  of  Hayti  has  been 
recognized,  it  has  justified  incon- 
testibly  the  right  of  insurrection^ 
and  raised  the  principle  of  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  time  being,  above 
that  other    fidse   principle  which 
makes  no  distinction  between  com* 
munities  of  men  and  herds  of  cat- 
tle.    With  no  fear  of  being  in  er- 
ror,  1  consider  this  fiict  as  a  for* 
ward  step  on  the  part  of  France, 
which  must  lead  her  on  gradually 
to  imitate  the  glorious  example  of 
her  dexterous  rival     This  opinion 
has  been  recently  strengthened  by 
the  consent  of  the  court  of  Ver- 
sailles to  send  out  to  us  a  conuner* 
cial  agent,'  and  to  receive  one  ap- 
point^ by  the  republic.     It  may 
not  be  imprc^r  to  remark,  that 
similar  measures  were  taken  by 
England  before  the  final  accom- 
plishment of  her  intentions  with 
regard  to  the  new   world.      Al- 
though it  may  be  the  policy  of 
France  to  postpone  the  moment  of 
a  definitive  resolution,  it  is  certain, 
and  a  source  of  gratification  to  the 
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friends  of  humanity,  tliat  hor  actual 
dispositions  towards  the  republic 
are  by  no  means  alarming. 

The  king  of  the  Netherlands,  a 
descendant  of  the  house  of  Orange, 
that  illustrious  supporter  of  liberty, 
who  governs  his  people  with  equi- 
ty and  justice,  has  recognized  a 
provisional  consul  for  Mexico,  who 
is  now  acting  •  officially  in  that 
country,  which  the  active  and  en- 
terprismg  genius  of  its  inhabitants 
have  raised  upon  drained  marshes. 
Mr.  D'Quartel,  commissioner  from 
the  king  to  this  republic,  expressed 
to  me,  in  the  name  of  bis  govern- 
ment, the  adhesion  which,  it  pro- 
fessed to  the  philanthropic  princi- 
ples of  our  existence. 

The  president  of  the  council  of 
government  of  Pnlssia,  has  com- 
municated the  appointment  of  a 
commercial  agent  to  the  republic, 
who  is  now  in  the  capital  of  this 
confederation.  The  progress  of 
the  commercial  company  of  the 
Rhine  has,  without  doubt,  induced 
the  cabinet  of  Berlin  to  open,  for 
the  advantage  of  their  country,  this 
path,  hitherto  unknown  to  the  cen- 
tre of  Europe. 

The  foreign  journals  communi- 
cate satisfactory  notices  respecting 
the  intentions  of  Sweden  and  Den- 
mark. And  although  the  govern- 
ment is  not  in  possession  of  such 
official  information  as  might  ena- 
ble them  to  assure  the  chambers 
of  this  fact,  yet  it  is  reasonable  to 
suppose,  that  two  maritime  powers, 
not  within  the  immediate  reach  of 
foreign  influence,  and  which  may 
supply  some  of  the  articles  for- 
merly derived  from  the  commerce 
heretofore  maintained  by  Spain, 
should  hasten  to  form  friendly  re- 
lations with  the  American  nations. 
In  the  conduct  of  the  emperor 
of  the  Russian,  nothing  is  observa- 


ble hostile  to  the  happy  revolution 
of  the  Americas  ;  and  as  Mexico 
is,  of  all  the  new  states,  the  near- 
est to  the  Russian  possessions, 
sooner  or  later  communications 
will  be  established  with  the  court 
of  St.  Petersburg.  Our  attention 
is  fixed  even  now  on  the  memwa- 
ble  ukase  of  the  9Bth  of  Septem- 
ber, 1821,  prohibiting  all  persons, 
not  being  Russians,  from  exer- 
cising any  conunerce,  fishery,  or 
industry  whatever,  on  the  ialandB 
or  coasts  of  the  northwest  part  of 
America,  from  the  straits  of  Bbe- 
ring,  to  the  6l8t  degree  of  latitude, 
or  on  the  Allention  or  Curile  is- 
lands, or  on  the  eastern  coast  of 
Siberia.  The  protests  made  by 
the  United  States  of  the  north, 
have  explained  sufficiently  how  ftr 
this  law  affected  the  sovereignty  of 
the  seas. 

The  holy  fiither,  uniting  in  him- 
self the  double  investiture  of  sove^ 
reign  of  Rome  and  head  of  the 
catholic  church,  has  high  claims 
on  the  veneration  and  affection  of 
the  Mexicans,  who  anxiouky  as- 
pire to  connect  themsehes  with 
the  father  of  the  fiuthfril,  in  obfeds 
exclusively  religious  and  ecdoias- 
tical.  The  benevolent  letter  of  the 
29th  July  last,  addressed  to  me  by 
Senor  Leon  XII.,  is  ezpresave  of 
hb  ideas  of  justice,  and  induces  a 
betief  that  our  envoy,  who  airifod 
in  Brussels  in  August  of  the  hit 
year,  may  be  paternally  recemd» 
and  permitted  to  render  iKWiafa^ 
to  the  legitimate  successor  of  §L  * 
Peter. 

And  coming  to  the  nations  of 
the  happy  hemi^here  of  Colom- 
bus,  justice  and  gratitude  oblige  « 
first  to  mention  that  which  is  the 
most  ancient  in  America^  and  wis 
the  first  of  the  civilized  vorid 
which  solemnly  acknoiHedged  oar 


PUBLIC  DOCUBIENTS. 


[117 


rights,  after  it  had  preceded  us  in 
the  heroic  resolution  of  throwing 
off  the  yoke  of  the  mother  coun- 
try. The  United  Sutes  of  the 
north,  models  of  political  virtue 
and  moral  rectitude,  are  advancing 
under  the  system  of  confederated 
republics,  whose  adoption  among 
us  by  the  most  spontaneous  act  on 
record,  strengthening  the  most  in- 
timate union  between  the  neigh- 
boring nations,  places  us  on  a  le- 
vel with  the  country  of  Washing- 
ton. A  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  that  nation,  residing  near  our 
government,  is  appointed  to  con- 
clude treaties,  which  will  soon  be 
submitted  to  the  deUberation  of 
congress.  The  definitive  settle- 
ment of  the  limits  between  both 
nations  is  very  important,  and  the 
government  is  endeavoring  to  &- 
cilitate  the  conclusion  of  this  bu- 
siness  upon  the  unalterable  bases 
of  fi'ankness  and  good  faith. 

»The  republic  of  Colombia,  iden- 
tifying with  ours  her  principles  in 
peace  and  in  war,  has  concluded 
a  treaty  of  union,  league,  and  per- 
petual confederation,  which,  now 
solemnly  ratified,  is  the  inviolable 
pledge  of  harmony  between  two 
friendly  countries  allied  by  nature. 
The  squadron  of  Colombia  was 
prepared  to  sail  for  our  coast,  in 
fulfilment  of  one  of  the  articles  of 
the  convention;  but  the  recent 
success  of  our  arms  rendered,  in 
the  opinion  of  govemme^^t,  its  ar- 
rival unnecessary. 

The  great  victories  of  president 
Botivar  will  hasten  in  Peru  its  anx- 
iously desired  organization.  The 
independence  of  that  province  was 
acknowledged  at  the  time  of  the 
protectorate  of  general  San  Mar- 
tin, and  since,  no  minister  appoint- 
ed by  any  of  the  various  provisiona- 


ry  governments  of  Peru  has  yet 
presented  himself  in  Mexico. 

The  chief  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces of  Rio  de  la  Plata  has  pro- 
fessed the  firmest  and  most  cordial 
friendship  of  that  nation  towards 
Mexico. 

The  Chilian  republic,  not  ex- 
empt fi'om  momentary  changes, 
cannot  delay  to  communicate  with 
Mexico  most  intimately  andi^most 
fi'equently. 

During  the  past  year,  some  cor- 
respondence has  been  held  with 
the  republic  of  the  Centre,  in  or- 
der to  preserve  entire  the  state  of 
the  Chiapas,  and  the  government, 
in  conformity  with  the  views  of 
congress,  will  prefer  measures  of 
peace  and  firiendship  as  long  as 
they  are  sufficient  to  maintain  the 
honor  of  the  nation.  A  charge 
d^affiures  to  Guatemala  has  been 
nominated,  who  will  depart  as  soon 
as  he  obtains  the  constitutional 
consent  of  the  chamber  of  sena- 
tors. 

The  desired  union  of  representa- 
tives from  all  the  American  nations 
will  soon  be  realized  in  Panama,  to 
consolidate  the  alliance,  and  the 
most  sincere  friendship  of  the  great 
family,  which,  with  repeated  pro- 
digies of  valor  and  exertions  of 
constancy,  has  thrown  off  forever 
the  Spanish  yoke.  The  plenipo- 
tentiaries of  Mexico  will  sail  du- 
ring the  course  of  the  present 
month.  I  congratulate  the  cham- 
bers and  the  American  continent 
on  the  near  approach  of  an  event 
which  history  will  record  as  the 
most  important  which,  perhaps, 
may  occur  in  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury. 

And  viewing  the  brilliant  con- 
dition of  the  interior,  new  and  im- 
portant triumphs  have  heightened 
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the  glory  of  the  repubUc.  The  most  ardent  wishes  of  patriots,  in- 
Spamsh  squadron  in  the  Pacific,  demnifies  the  losses  the  nation  ins 
which  encouraged  the  hopes  of  suffered  by  long  years  of  contest, 
the  government  of  Madrid,  even  and  is  flattering  to  the  congress 
after  the  campaign  of  Ayacucho,  and  government  at  the  suocess  of 
capitulated  on  the  1st  of  May,  at  their  efforts  exerted  for  the  pros- 
Monterey,  in  the  Californias — aug-  perity  of  the  Mexican  states.  The 
menting  our  naval  forces  with  the  republic  has  attained  the  highest 
ship  of  the  line  Asia,  now  the  character,  which  repeated  testimo- 
Mexican  Congress,  and  the  brig  nials  daily  testiAr^  and  has  impress- 
of  war  Constante.  The  import-  ed  the  last  seal  to  the  triumph  of 
ance  of  this  fact  is  incalculable  in  the  great  cause  of  the  liberty  of 
politics,  and  morally  presents  con-  America,  radically  identified  with 
siderations  highly  honorable  to  the  fate  of  Mexico.  The  gorem- 
Mexico— which  was  chosen  among  ment,  which  views  the  "•*««*«> 
all  the  states  which  border  on  the  congress  seated  on  the  throne  of 
great  ocean,  to  the  receive  the  last  justice,  asks  of  its  august  monifi- 
spoils  of  the  dying  power  of  Spain  cence  that  recompense  to  the  va- 
in the  seas  of  America.  The  ge-  liant  soldiers  of  the  country  which 
nerosity  of  the  republic,  pledged  they  deserve, 
to  those  unfortunate  persons  who  The  treasury,  which  in  all  coun* 
adopted  a  new  and  better  country,  tries  is  the  barometer  of  their  riches 
has  paid  them  the  dues  of  the  Spa-  and  aggrandizement,  is  about  to 
nish  government,  which  withholds  experience  the  most  advantageous 
from  all  its  engagements,  whilst  it  increase  to  its  receipts.  The  crea- 
demands  their  sacrifices.  tion  of  pubhc  funds  has  ua^ni 
The  chambers  participate,  at  our  creditors  with  that  coofidenoe 
this  moment,  in  the  joy  which  trans-  which  constitutes  the  magic  ci  our 
ports  me,  remembering  that  at  the  resources.  The  national  credit  in 
end  of  four  years  of  exertions  and  foreign  markets  rises  prc^KNtioiiaUy 
useless  toils  to  effect  the  surrender  with  the  scrupulous  observmoe  of 
of  the  fiunous  castle  of  San  Juan  our  engagements  to  the  houseB  who 
de  UUoa,  that  the  flag  is  lowered  have  loaned  us.  That  of  Baid^f 
which  Cortes  hoisted  in  the  Mexi-  Richards  &  Co.  of  London,  nego- 
can  waters.  By  reason  of  the  or-  tiated  advantageously  the  kMmwIncii 
ganized  plans  of  the  government,  it  was  authorised  to  do  by  the  re* 
of  a  vigorous  siege  by  sea  and  land,  public.  Happily,  Tory  little  of  it 
and  the  daring  movement  of  our  has  been  paid  for  ordmary  eipsn- 
marine  upon  that  of  the  enemy,  ses :  the  purchase  of  rnnnnhi,  ar> 
which  a  skilful  hand  directed,  our  mament,  clothing,  and  eqaaprnMaA 
troops  took  possession,  on  the  forthearmy,the  collection  of  film* 
21st  of  November,  of  that  post  ble  and  productive  crops  of  tobweo* 
which  is  named  the  Gibraltar  cf  the  binding  a  v^y  respectable  |Mir« 
America^  which  may  be  called  the  tion  of  the  loan  contracted  in  18f3» 
Key  cf  Mexico^  and  which  protect-  with  the  English  house  of  B.  A. 
ed  the  sworn  enemies  of  indepen-  Goldsmith  6i  Co.,  and  the  most 
dence  at  the  gates  of  the  republic,  punctual  payment  ci  the  dividends 
An  event  of  such  magnitude,  and  of  the  interest  and  ordinary  liq|ai- 
which  has  boen  an  object  of  the  dation^  have  been  the  objectii  of 
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its  investment,  and  with  what  ad- 
vantage is  seen  in  the  anny,  in  the 
augmentation  of  our  marine  in  the 
acquisition  of  Ulua,  in  the  interior 
and  exterior  security  which  we  en- 
joy, and  in  other  improvements. 
The  half  of  the  products  of  the 
maritime  customs,  and  in  Mexico 
sufficing,  by  consent  of  govern- 
ment, very  strict  orders  have  been 
given  that  the  half  of  those,  that  is, 
the  fourth  part  of  their  whole  value, 
be  deposited  in  Vera  Cruz,  Alva- 
rado,  Pueblo  Viego  de  Tampico, 
Tampico  de  las  Tamaulipas,  Soto 
la  Marina,  and  Refugio,  to  be  reli- 
giously employed  in  the  complete 
and  prompt  payment  of  dividends 
and  ordinary  liquidation  without 
the  necessity  of  having  recourse  to 
the  remainder  of  the  last  loan, 
which  is  in  London  at  the  disposal 
of  government 

The  regulation  of  a  tarifl^  so 
very  urgent,  wiU  give  to  commerce 
that  impulse,  of  which,  perhaps,  it 
stands  in  need ;  and  the  future  esti- 
mate will  show  advantages  which, 
compared  with  that  of  1824,  and 
even  with  that  of  1825,  will  be 
more  general  and  perfect.  The 
maritime  custom-houses  have,  for 
some  montlis,  been  progressing  to- 
wards a  complete  organization, 
which  they  will,  no  doubt,  attain, 
on  the  plan  designated  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  states  of  the  Chiapas, 
Queretaro,  Puebla,  Tabasco,  and 
Yucatan,  have  received  that  assis- 
tance, in  money,  which  their  re- 
sources, at  this  moment,  do  not 
supply.  They  will  become  produc- 
tive, and  remittances  to  them  will 
cease.  The  allowances  to  Bejar, 
Cohahuila,  Chihuahua,  and  Tejas, 
have  been  opportunely  attended  to. 
To  the  Califomias  succours  of  every 
kind  have  been  sent  The  public 
stores  of  the  capital  are  fiimished 


with  abundance  of  clothing  and 
equipment  for  the  army,  which  en- 
sures its  permanent  respectabihty. 

Commerce,  the  channel  of  com- 
munication between  consumption 
and  production,  is  advancing,  be- 
yond all  calculation,  upon  the 
shores  of  Mexico ;  and  neither  mo- 
nopoly nor  rivalry  have  been  able 
to  affect  the  markets.  Yet  the 
prosperity  of  commerce  demands 
a  short  and  convenient  internal  cir- 
culation, which  the  chambers  will 
perfect,  in  considering,  during  its 
present  session,  the  project  of  roads. 
There  is  scarcely  a  subject  on  which 
the  general  opinion  is  so  decimve- 
ly  expressed. 

The  system  of  the  treasury, 
adopted  by  the  sovereignty  of  the 
nation,  has  been  prosecuted  with 
care  and  effect,  by  the  executive. 
Through  the  exertion  of  constant 
efforts,  and  as  the  height  of  our 
good  fortune,  I  can  anticipate  the 
chambers  in  the  agreeable  intelli- 
gence that  iiisproSable  the  exigent 
ciesqftkepreMefayearfnapbes9q^ 
pUed  hjf  the  natural  prodmiaions  cf 
our  saU.  Let  the  darm,  then,  of 
the  pusilanimous  be  quieted,  who 
distrusted  the  immense  resources  of 
the  nature,  of  the  genius,  and  of 
the  industry,  of  our  truly  fortunate 
country. 

The  army  has  re-established  its 
moral  character,  the  principle  of 
its  existence;  and  discipline  has 
advanced,  in  one  year,  beyond  all 
calculation,  as  well  in  the  troops  of 
the  line  as  in  the  active  militia.  The 
brilliancy  of  their  equipments,  the 
excellence  of  their  arms,  contribute 
in  great  measure  to  render  our  ar- 
my comparable  with  the  best  of 
the  world.  More  than  half  of  the 
numerous  armament  procured  in 
Europe,  has  arrived  in  the  republic, 
and  we  are  gradually  receiving  the 
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remainder,  fulfilling,  abundantly  the 
wiiihes  of  the  nation.  It  is  suppli- 
ed with  artillery  for  the  fortified 
points  of  tlie  coasts,  and  for  the 
service  of  the  field.  Orders  have 
I>een  given  to  form,  in  Perote, 
on  abundant  deposit  of  munitions, 
that  they  may  be  protected  fi'om  the 
inclemency  of  tlie  northern  coast, 
and  with  other  views  of  obvious 
expediency.  To  the  presidiary 
companies  a  provisional  form  has 
been  given,  until  the  chambers  re- 
solve upon  the  proposition  of  the 
23d  of  March  last,  taking  care  to 
provide  them  with  clothing,  arma- 
ment, and  munitions,  to  keep  in 
check  tlie  uncivilized  tribes.  The 
Yaquis  Indians,  in  Upper  Sonora, 
revolted,  committing  some  assas- 
sinations ;  but  the  activity  of  the 
mihtary  chief,  and  of  the  political 
authorities,  disposed  them  to  ask 
peace,  and  to  avoid  the  repetition 
of  similar  outrages.  The  congress, 
adopting  measures  analogous  to 
their  philanthropic  feelings  and  to 
the  compassion  which  those  unfor- 
tunate individuals  of  the  human 
race  inspire,  will  promote  their  so- 
cial enjoyments,  ever  avoiding  the 
barbarous  policy  of  the  Spanish 
government,  which,  by  regulations 
printed  and  circulated  among  the 
military  chiefs  of  those  frontiers, 
ordered  the  pratocaHon  qf  ifor,  in 
order  to  consummate  their  destruc- 
tion. The  government  has  attempt- 
ed to  conciliate  the  chiefii,  by  every 
measure  of  peace  and  lenity  ;  and 
the  sword  will  not  be  drawn,  except 
to  punish  revolts.  The  points  of 
approximation  to  the  enemy  have 
been  guarded^  by  an  apportune  de- 
tachment of  troops.  The  state  of 
defence  in  Yucatan  is  very  respec- 
table, and  the  government,  from  its 
vicinity  to  Cuba,  has  regarded  H 
nith  attention*   These  precautions 


are  not  in  vain,  even  though  the 
physical  and  moral  weakness  of  the 
enemy  be  evident.  The  injuries 
and  disorganization  of  San  Juan  de 
Ulua  are  now  repairing,  so  that 
the  first  port  in  the  republic  may  be 
maintained  in  perfect  security. 

Our  fleet  having  discharged  its 
duty,  in  effecting  the  surrender  of 
Ulua,  has  been  despatched  to  pro- 
tect our  coasts  from  the  incursioo 
of  pirates  and  smugglers.  The  ships 
of  the  line  which  are  expected, 
will  shortly  increase  its  force,  and 
will  protect  our  commerce  in  the 
Mexican  gulf— two  brigs  of  war 
and  a  schooner,  are  on  similar  ser- 
vice in  tlie  South  sea.  The  inter- 
course with  the  CalifcHiiias,  which 
was  paralized  for  want  of  vessels, 
has  been  faciUtatedby  the  coostnio- 
tion,  at  San  Bias,  of  two  packet 
schooners.  The  ship  of  the  line, 
Mexican  Congress,  now  equip]Hng, 
will  sail  within  a  month,  from 
AcapuTco  for  our  northern  coast,  to 
be  there  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  nation. 

The  supreme  executive  power, 
charged  with  the  prompt  and  com- 
plete administration  of  justice  in 
the  confederation,  has  exerted  it- 
self, that  the  existing  laws  in  &Tor 
of  the  property,  honor,  and  life  of 
the  citizen,  may  not  prove  brilliaiit 
chimeras,  nor  their  decisions  act  as 
snares  for  the  innocent,  or  promote 
the  impunity  of  the  guilty.  The 
chambers  know  how  &r  the  pow- 
ers  of  government  extend,  and  the 
earnestness  with  which  it  regaids 
this  compUcated  part  of  the  aoeU 
organization.  Congreas  must  take 
measures  in  order  that  the  high  jo* 
dicial  power  may  oonunence  its  la- 
bors ;  the  act  for  the  adminiitntioii 
of  justice  in  the  district  and  leni- 
tories  of  the  confederation,  wiD 
complete  to  the  wortby  citisen^ 
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who  compose  them,  the  security  of  of  creating  in  the  capital  an  insti* 

the  inestimable  privileges  of  social  tute  for  tJb^  perfection  of  the  sci- 

man.     The  constitutions  of  the  se-  ences,    hterature,    and   the    arts, 

veral  states,  when  examined,  ezhi*  The  executive  has  sanctioned  the 

bit  the  judgment  and  circumspec-  statutes  enacted  for  its  regulation, 

tion  with  which  the  leg^iatures  and  has  applied  to  the  chambers  for 

have  established  the  bases  of  this  the  assignment   of  funds.      The 

branch,  according  to  the  forms  of  academy  of  San  Carlos  holds  its 

the  general  constitution,  and  in  doors  open  to  the  acquisition  of 

conformity  with  the  luminous  prin-  good  taste  in  the  arts  which  con* 

eiples  of  legislative  science.    The  duce  to  the  comforts  of  life    The 

astonishing    advancement  in    the  formation  of  a  national  museum 

moral  character  of  the  repuUic  has  been  commenced,  which  will 

proves  no  less  the  amiability  and  be  the  depository  of  the  rare  and 

mild  disposition  of  the  Mexicans,  precious  productions  of  our  soil, 

than  the  regular  operation  of  the  for  the  instruction  of  the  youthful 

institutions  which  We  have  adopts  student,  and  the  admiration  of  the 

ed,  and  their  analogy  to  the  nation*  traveller.     Colleges  are  forming  in 

al  habits.     Robbers  and  highway-  the  different  states,  for  the  study  of 

men,  driven  from  the  states,  took  moral  and  physical  sciences,  com* 

refiige  in  the  capital,  and  sheltered  prehending  political  economy,  le- 

by  its  numerous  population,  com*  gislation,   and  other    attainments, 

mitted  their  infiunous  outrages  in  which  the  pusillanimity  of  the  Spap 

the  darkness  of  night,  and  even  in  nish  administration  had  rendered 

the  light  of  mid-day.     These  ex-  strangers  to  our  land.     Schoob  for 

cited  the  energy  of  government,  the  rudiments  of  education  are  in* 

which,  aided  by  the  salutary  law  of  creasing  in  number,  and  the  sys* 

tiie  Sd  of  October,  has  effected  the  tem  of  Lancaster  is  becoming  g^ 

disappearance,    punishment,    and  neral  through  the  efforts  of  the 

prevention  of  crime.     The  trial  by  company  of  Mexico,  assisted   by 

jury  of  these  atrocious  oflfences,  the  government.      Various  socie- 

may  eflfect,  when  the  experiment  ties  and  academies  aid  the  rapid 

IB  tried  in  the  federal  district,  the  march  of  improvement.  The  great* 

delightful  discovery  that  the  repub-  er  portion  of  the  states  have  ao* 

lie  has  attained  that  state  of  per^  quired  printing  offices,  and  the  free 

fection  which  this  species  of  trial  thoughts  of  the  Mexicans  furnish 

infm.  the  presses  with  active  employ* 

Information  is  extending  itself  ment,  even  to  the  .confines  of  the 

throughout  all  classes  of  society,  repubhc.    The  government  is  en* 

The  government  is  gratified  by  the  gaged  in 'the  preparation  of  an  ex* 

amelKMration  of  the  existing  esta-  tensive  system  of  education,  which 

blishmentsof  education,  by  the  for-  will  deserve  from  the   chambers 

mation  of  others,  and  by  the  stre*  the  attention  due  to  the  highest  of 

nuous  efforts  used  to  render  the  their  exclusive  ftculties. 
light  of  knowledge  among  the  peo-        The  working  of  the  mines  has 

pfe  inextinguish^le.     A  select  as-  given  employment  to  a  large  amount 

semblage  of  citizens,  anxious  for  of  foreign  capital,  has  revived  the 

the  glory  of  their  country,  have  population  of  the  interior,  and  ani* 

and  realixed  the  design  mated  the  exfirtioos  of  agricoltare 

16 


liw] 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  lc^25— 6. 


and  commerce.  Idleness  has  dis- 
appeared,  useful  occupation  has 
succeeded,  and  the  hopes  of  fami- 
lies are  renewed,  who  h.id  passed 
from  opulence  to  the  most  abject 
poverty.  A  spirit  of  generous  emu- 
lation reigns  in  the  mints,  and  the 
circulation  of  tiic  signs  of  value 
will  be  increased  to  a  level  with 
the  public  riches.  The  introduc- 
tion of  machines  for  the  separation 
of  metals  from  the  ore,  and  the 
presence  of  skilful  artists,  will  dif- 
fuse here  the  lights  which  we  for- 
merly envied  in  Europe.  My  ima- 
gination can  scarcely  embrace  the 
excess  of  happiness  which  is  in 
reserve  for  our  country. 

Manufactures,  which  secondly 
constitute  the  fund  of  our  resources, 
have  visibly  augmented.  Manufac- 
tories of  paper,  of  iron,  of  glass,  of 
cotton  thread — all  this  proves  the 
activity  and  enterprise  of  the  Mexi- 
cans. 

Altliough  until  now,  the  commu- 
nication of  the  two  seas  by  a  canal 
across  the  isthmus  of  Tehuantepec 
appears  problematical,  every  doubt 
has  disappeared  as  to  the  facility 
of  opening  short  and  excellent  car- 
riage roads  to  the  commerce  of  the 
world.  The  expedition  which  the 
government  ordered  to  that  quar- 
ter, has  returned  with  a  confirma- 
tion of  these  notices,  and  has  ful- 
fdlcd,  in  a  great  measure,  their  ob- 
jects. The  secretary  of  state  will 
communicate  in  detail  to  the 
chambers,  the  untired  efforts  of 
tlie  government,  to  leave  nothing 
undone  in  the  important  objects  of 
creating,  encouraging,  and  advan- 
cing the  organization  of  the  inte- 
rior. 

Let  me  be  here  permitted  to 
direct  the  attention  of  the  cham- 
bers from  this  uninterrupted  course 
<»f  prosperity,  to  the  sad  remem- 


brance of  the  victims  of  a  desoIa<> 
ting  pestilence,  which  swept  away 
great  numbers  of  infants  and  chil- 
dren of  tender  age.  The  govern- 
ment visited  the  mansions  of  grief, 
and  its  succors  were  proportioned 
to  tlie  evils  and  their  lamentable 
effects — these  fortunately  have  cea- 
sed. 

Yet  an  infinite  consolation  fixes 
our  attention  again  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  germ  of  our  liberties, 
which  is  forming  constantly  a  fruit- 
ful and  luxuriant  tree,  and  extend- 
ing the  elements  of  life  througfaoat 
tlie  federative  body.  A  year  ago 
those  persons  lamented  our  &te, 
who  entertained  the  insulting  be- 
lief that  we  were  incapable  of  beiof 
governed  by  the  most  sublime  of 
known  systems.  It  was  thought 
that  the  code  of  the  nation  was  a 
theory  vain  in  itself,  and  that  wc 
should  be  at  length  undeceived  in 
the  result.  It  was  thought  that 
our  legislators,  destitute  of  fbre^ 
sight,  or  overwhelmed,  if  you 
please,  by  a  torrent  of  dangerous 
ideas,  would  involve  the  people  in 
the  disasters  of  anarchy,  when 
they  wished  to  call  them  to  socai 
perfection.  The  Mexicans,  inti- 
mate by  nature  with  all  tliat  is 
good  and  great,  and  perfect,  laugh- 
ed at  these  vain  predictions  of  ig- 
norance, and  perhaps^  of  bad  &itL 
l*niversal  content,  adhesion  to  the 
laws,  respect  for  the  conservative 
maxims  of  our  politica]  existence, 
all  contribute  to  support  the  wis- 
dom and  profound  calculation  of 
Mexican  legislators. 

Our  country,  crowned  with  glofy, 
displays,  in  the  presence  of  the  uni- 
verse, peace,  philanthropy^  and  vir- 
tue, sheltered  in  her  boeom.  Even 
from  tliis  moment  we  see  her  trans- 
mitting her  name  to  distant  centu- 
ries with  the  majesty  of  her  prin- 
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ciples,  and  the  immensity  of  her 
resources.  The  chambers  of  the 
general  Mexican  congress,  if)  the 
plenitude  of  their  power,  will  take 


care  to  consummate  the  grandeur 
and  happiness  of  the  republic.  I 
have  spoken. 


Extracts  from  the  Message  of  the  President  qf  Mexico  to  the 

Congress. 


"  The  treaty  of  amity,  navigation 
and  commerce,  with  Great  Britain, 
although  it  has  hitherto  offered 
some  difficulties  which  have  retard- 
ed the  wished  for  end  of  the  nego- 
tiation, it  is  to  be  hoped  will  be 
eoon  concluded  in  a  manner  con- 
venient and  advantageous  to  the 
parties  :  and  that  it  will  place  the 
seal  on  the  relations  which  happily 
exist  alreadv,  and  which  are  culti- 
vated  by  the  one  nation  and  the 
other,  in  the  bosom  of  the  most 
sincere  friendship.  When  good  faith 
and  frankness  preside  over  the  ne- 
gotiations, it  is  easy  to  approximate 
even  tlie  interests  which  appear 
most  distant. 

"  It  is,  moreover,  to  be  believed, 
that  we  shall,  firom  the  same  princi- 
ples, labor  to  place  in  close  union 
and  to  regulate  the  interests  of  the 
United  States  of  the  north  with 
those  of  this  country.  That  go- 
vernment, following  up  its  system 
of  neutral  commerce,  on  the  Imsis 
of  perfect  equality,  has,  in  the 
course  of  the  negotiations,  resisted 
the  exception  which  Mexico  de- 
sires to  estabUsh  and  to  see  gene- 
ralized in  those  parts  of  America, 
which  have  been  dependent  on  the 
flame  motlier  country,  and  which, 
from  their  identity  of  principle,  of 
origin  and  of  necessities,  make 
common  cause  for  their  mutual  as- 
sistance against  their  common  ene- 
my. Those  states,  though  Ameri- 
can in  their  opinions  and  interests, 
have    connections    with    Europe 


which  are  to  be  respected  to  a  cer- 
tain point ;  connections  which  do 
not  exist  for  the  new  states  which 
are  under  the  necessity  of  assisting 
one  another  in  every  sense.  An 
official  document  which  has  just 
appeared  in  the  face  of  the  nations^ 
has  illustrated  the  policy  of  the 
cabinet  at  Washington  in  regard  to 
the  grand  continent  of  America. 
The  memorable  promise  of  presi- 
dent Monroe,  contained  in  his  mes- 
sage of  the  2d  of  December,  of 
1823,  is  not  sustained  by  the  ac- 
tual govemment  of  the  United 
States  of  the  north,  which  has  pub- 
licly declared  ^that  it  has  con- 
tracted no  obligation,  nor  made 
any  promise  to  the  governments  of 
Mexico  and '  of  South  America, 
that  the  United  States  will  not  suf- 
fer the  interference  of  any  foreign 
power,  in  the  independence  and 
form  of  government  of  tlicse  na- 
tions.' It  is  certain  that  Mr.  Clay, 
secretary  of  state  and  author  of  the 
note,  appeals  to  the  sympatliy  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  and 
their  community  of  interests  witli 
the  new  republics ;  but  it  is  no  less 
certain,  that  the  guarantee  of  a  com- 
pact disappears,  from  the  disinch- 
nation  of  that  government  to  unite 
itself  with  ours  in  the  struggle 
which  some  power,  auxiliary  of 
Spain,  may  provoke.  I'he  Mexi- 
can republic,  in  declaring  her  inde- 
pendence of  all  the  nations  of  tlie 
globe,  rested  herself  on  the  purity 
of  the  principles  she  invoked,  in 
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the  inexhaustible  resources  of  her 
soil,  and  in  the  adventurous  valor 
of  her  sons.  She  proclaimed 
maidms  of  universal  justice,  and 
her  desires  to  unite  herself  to  all 
the  nations  by  the  ties  of  a  friend- 
ship the  most  intimate,  and  the  re- 
ciprocity of  rights  and  obligations. 
No  flag  has  been  excludaj  from 
her  ports,  and  her  rich  commerce 
remains  constantly  open  to  the 
speculations  of  the  subjects  of  all 
countries.  This  philanthropic  con- 
duct has  gained  the  Mexican  Uni- 
ted  States  the  esteem  and  the  ap- 
probation of  nations,  while  at  the 
same  time  the  tranquility  of  the  in- 
terior, and  the  free  circulation  of 
riches  have  strengthened  her  ele- 
ments of  defence.  The  govern- 
ment of  the  republic  regards  it  as 
beyond  the  circle  of  probabilities, 
that  any  power  distinct  from  Spain, 
should  venture  on  the  enterprize 
of  disturbing  the  pacific  possession 
of  an  existence  which  valor  acquir- 
ed and  moderation  protects.  But 
if  contrary  to  all  expectation,  the 
classic  soil  of  liberty  should  be  pro- 
faned, Mexico  by  herself  alone, 
will  be  enough  to  defend  and  pre- 
serve her  rights  and  her  dignities. 

^^  The  emperor  Alexander,  in  the 
last  days  of  hb  Ufe,  when  he  de- 
scended to  the  tomb  bowed  down 
by  the  weight  of  the  dominion  of 
Europe,  proclaimed  solemnly  his 
principles,  his  wishes,  and  his  in- 
tentions in  respect  to  the  American 
revolution.  Mr.  Clay  announced 
to  the  cabinet  of  St.  Petersburg 
the  profound  considerations  which 
bound  it  to  interfere  in  so  impor- 
tant a  business.  The  secretaiy  of 
the  United  States  insists  on  the  idea 
that  the  peace  of  the  world  will 
not  be  irrevocably  assured,  while 
the  convulsions  and  the  uncertain 
struggle  in  America  remain.  The 
designs  of  the  cabinet  at  Washing- 


ton will  do  honor  to  it  always^ 
because  they  have  been  worthy  of  its 
fore-sight,  of  its  calculation,  and  of 
its  philosophy.  The  foundations 
of  American  independence  are 
anialyzed  with  singular  dexterity, 
light  is  difiiised  over  nets,  and  the 
final  developement,  which,  after  so 
various  events,  has  at  length  occur- 
red, is  foretold.  The  necessity  of 
conforming  to  circumstanc^es  and 
to  the  irresistible  power  of  a  trium- 
phant revolution,  is  enforced  with 
great  boldness.  The  resources  of 
the  new  states  are  shown,  and  the 
fear  lest  the  continuation  of  the 
war,  of  a  war  fatal  to  Spain  tbatX^ 
may  give  a  pernicious  turn  to  cer- 
tain interests,  to  the  united  forces 
of  twenty  million  men  confederated 
and  conquering.  Nothing  is  omit- 
ted which  may  conduce  to  set  forth 
events  of  which  the  evidence  is  so 
palpable.  It  must,  in  justice,  be 
confessed,  that  the  emperor  of  Rus- 
sia did  not  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  an 
invitation  which  concerned  his 
generous  character  as  r^[ulator  of 
the  destinies  of  Europe.  Coont 
Nesselrode,  in  a  note  of  the  20tfa 
August,  of  last  year,  confines  him- 
self to  declaring,  thai  the  cpUum§ 
of  his  majesty  do  noi  penmi  Im, 
in  so  important  a  case^  to 
the  determinations  of  the 
country;  and  thai  Kusski 
give  a  definxthoe  reply  to  the  _ 
siHons  of  the  United  States^  tiS 
she  shaU  have  receiioed  paskiM  nt 
teUigence  of  thejitrther  designs  d 
Spain  and  the  uUendon  ^  tkem* 
lies.  The  favorite  mayipHi  of  a 
cabinet  which  marches  at  the  hei4 
of  the  allied  powers  are  not  oh 
known,  neither  will  it  be  hiddes 
from  him  who  reflects  oo  the 
phrases  of  this  celebrated  does- 
ment  that  they  involve  hostik  pro- 
jects of  Russia  against  the  moten 
repubiicfi. 
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^  from  the  Mbssaoe  cf  the  Viee-Presideni  cf  the  RepuUie 
Colombia,  actittg  as  PruidefU^  to  the  Congress  of  1825. 


^^His  catholic  majesty,  so  far 
from  relinquishing  his  old  preten- 
sions to  the  sovereignty  of  these 
countries,  warned,  as  he  has  been, 
by  justice,  experience  and  the  ruin 
of  the  Spanish  nation,  still  retains 
his  hostile  views,  nor  is  there  the 
least  prospect  of  reconciliation.'* 

^^  Congress  may  remain  satisfied 
that  our  means  of  defence  are  most 
abundant,  and,  whatever  enterprise 
may  be  attempted  by  Spain,  will 
only  end  in  her  disgrace,  and  add 
to  the  lustre  of  our  arms." 

"  Our  relations  with  the  Ameri- 
can governments  are  on  the  footing 
of  friendship  and  good  intelligence, 
that  ought  ever  to  exist  between 
states  maintaining  the  same  cause. 
The  assistance  we  have  afforded 
Peru  has  produced  such  an  im- 
portant change  in  that  country,  that 
her  independence  can  no  longer  be 
matter  of  doubt." 

"The  government  of  Mexico 
has  just  presented  a  terrible  exam- 

Sle  to  the  usurpers  of  the  power  of 
le  people.  The  general  Iturbide 
contemned  the  law  which  banished 
him,  and  entered  the  Mexican  ter- 
ritory in  a  manner  which  alarmed 
the  government.  An  act  of  con- 
gress declared  him  a  traitor,  and 
condemned  him  to  die,  which  sen- 
tence was  accomplished  without  the 
least  disturbance.  By  this  conduct, 
it  appears  certain,  that  the  Mexi- 
can government  has  advanced  one 
step  towards  stability  and  happi- 
ness. Recent  information,  from 
that  part  of  America,  has  acquaint- 
ed us  with  the  energetic  and  ex- 
traordinary measures  which  have 
been  rendered  necessary  to  be  em- 
ployed for  the  defence  of  indepen- 
dence against  the  views  of  Spain, 
and  to  recall  those  to  a  sense  of 


duty  who  have  treated  the  compact 
of  union  with  contempt." 

"The  provinces  of  Guatemala 
preserve,  without  any  opposition, 
the  state  of  sovereignty,  for  which 
they  declared  by  their  spontaneous 
will.  An  accredited  minister,  on 
the  part  of  that  government,  to 
this  repubhc,  resides  in  the  capital. 
This  affords  a  favorable  opportunity 
for  us  to  understand  each  other  on 
points  deeply  interesting  to  both 
parties.  The  fixing  the  bounda- 
ries between  Colombia  and  Guate* 
mala,  is  a  point  of  the  utmost  ne- 
cessity at  the  present  moment,  for 
some  strangers  have  pretended  to 
speculate  on  the  Mosquito  Shore, 
and  the  interior  boundary  is  en- 
tirely uncertain.  The  executive, 
according  to  the  fiindamental  law 
of  the  12th  July,  1821,  has  claim- 
ed, as  belonging  to  the  repubhc, 
the  whole  of  the  Atlantic  coast 
between  Cape  Gracios  a  Dios,  and 
the  river  Chagres ;  deeming  all  co- 
lonies unlawfiil,  that  have  not  been 
planted  with  the  permission  of  the 
government,  and  in  virtue  of  the 
laws  of  Colombia." 

"The  agitated  state  in  which 
Brazil  has  hitherto  remained,  has 
prevented  our  entering  into  rela- 
tions of  amity  and  good  wiU  with 
that  government,  with  whom  we 
ought  also  to  settle  the  important 
question  of  boundaries." 

"With  the  Untied  States  we 
maintain  the  most  friendly  and  cor- 
dial relations.  You  will  have  be- 
fore you  in  a  short  time,  for  your 
examination  and  approbation,  the 
treaty  of  peace,  firiendship,  naviga- 
tion and  commerce,  that  the  exe- 
cutive has  concluded  with  the  go- 
vernment of  those  states." 

"  Cdombia  will  be  proud  of  ha- 
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ving  been  the  first  of  the  old  Spa- 
nish American  states  that  has  pre- 
sented itself  to  the  world,  united 
by  means  of  public  treaties,  with  a 
nation  pre-eminently  favored  by  the 
genius  of  hberty.  You  will,  like- 
wise, receive  for  examination,  the 
convention  which  has  been  settled 
with  the  same  states,  to  put  an  end 
to  the  horrible  slave  trade ;  our  laws 
have  declared  against  that  execrable 
commerce,  and  on  this  basis  the  exe- 
cutive regulated  its  conduct.  The 
law  of  the  21st  of  July,  of  the  11th 
year,  prohibits  the  introduction  of 
slaves :  The  law  regulating  crui- 
sers, declares  all  vessels  found  traf- 
ficing  in  slaves  in  the  waters  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  repubhc,  to 
be  lawful  prizes ;  but  as  there  are 
no  punishments  for  the  infraction 
of  the  law,  and  it  being  for  the 
benefit  of  the  human  race,  that 
the  authority  of  the  law  regidating 
cruisers  should  be  extended,  it  ap- 
pears to  the  executive  that  this 
convention  with  the  United  States 
supplies  this  deficiency." 

[The  document  then  proceeds 
to  notice  the  relations  of  the  go- 
vernment with  Great  Britain,  and 
states  that  the  executive  had  de- 
ferred the  exequator  to  the  com- 
missions of  the  British  consuls,  on 
account  of  the  ambiguous  manner 
in  which  they  were  worded,  but 
allowed  them  to  remain  on  tlie  foot- 
ing of  agents  for  commerce  and 
seamen.  The  commissioners  of 
his  Britannic  majesty  had  accepted 
this  condition  with  pleasure,  with- 
out having  refuted  the  arguments 
on  which  the  exequator  was  defer- 
red.] 

"  The  executive  of  Hayti  has 
despatched  an  accredited  agent  to 
this  government,  to  propose  the 
adjustment  of  a  treaty  of  defensive 
alliance  against  the  respective  in- 


vaders of  both  territories.  The 
language  of  liberty  employed  in 
the  propositions  of  the  agent,  and 
the  private  services  which  the  libe- 
rator received  fi'om  the  humane  and 
sensible  Petion,  in  the  hour  of  ca- 
lamity, have  not  misled  the  execu- 
tive in  the  line  of  conduct  it  was 
his  duty  to  adopt  on  so  delicate  a 
negotiation.  Hajrti  defended  her 
independence  a^dnst  the  preten- 
sions of  France,  of  which  she  was 
a  part,  and  Colombia  defended  hers 
against  those  of  Spain.  A  defen- 
sive alliance  with  Hayti  would  place 
us  under  the  necessity  of  going  to 
war  with  a  nation  against  whom  we 
have  no  cause  of  complaint,  and 
whom  we  ought  not  umiecessarilj 
to  provoke." 

After  some  further  observations, 
the  message  adds — 

''^All  these  considerations  have 
caused  the  executive  to  lay  by  the 
proposition  of  the  Haytien  agent, 
until  the  assembly  of  the  plenipo- 
tentiaries of  the  American  govern- 
ments shall  meet  Our  alOes  and 
France  will  see,  in  this  noble  pro- 
ceeding, the  good  faith  and  princi- 
ples on  which  the  policy  of  the 
Colombian  government  is  fbundedf 
and  France,  in  particular,  will  ob- 
serve that  we  have  acted  in  the 
most  open  manner,  in  the  steps 
we  have  taken,  to  incline  his  most 
christian  majesty  in  favor  of  the 
republic,  and  that  we  do  not  attn* 
bute  to  the  French  government 
the  suspicious  and  insidious  con- 
duct observed  by  persons  who 
came  to  Colombia  in  tlie  fiigate 
Tarne,  whose  voyage  appears  to 
have  been  undertaken  to  visit  (his 
country  and  observe  the  state  of 
its  affairs." 

^^  The  tranquility  enjoyed  by  die 
republic  has  permitted  the  execu- 
tive to  provide  for  the  propagttion 
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of  the  new  mode  of  instruction ;  to 
augment  the  number  of  colleges  ; 
to  establish  new  professorships,  and 
to  reform  some  colleges  which  were 
yet  suffering  from  the  old  colonial 
system  of  education,  and  from  the 
horrors  of  war,"  &.c. 

^^  In  general,  I  am  able  to  assure 
you,  that  the  order  and  regularity 
of  the  progress  of  the  constitutional 
rule,  has  suffered  no  alteration.  The 
authorities  respect  the  institutions, 
and  the  citizens  enjoy  the  right 
freely  to  demand  the  fulfilment  of 
the  laws.  It  would,  indeed,  be  a 
phenomenon,  were  a  new  born  so- 
ciety to  progress  towards  prosperity 
without  encountering  some  obsta- 
cles, without  some  small  oscilla- 
tions.  Colombia  has  yet  to  suffer 
from  the  wanderings  of  ignorance, 
and  the  effects  of  the  incessant 
suggestions  of  its  enemies,  al- 
though it  is  true,  that  neither  the 
one  nor  the  other  can  prevent  its 
reaching  that  point  at  which  it 
must  one  day  arrive.  The  disturb- 
ances of  Pasto,  which,  it  was  fear- 
ed, would  be  prolonged,  from  the 
nature  of  the  country  and  the  cha- 
racter of  the  people,  have  disap- 
peared, and  the  government  have 
been  as  indulgent  as  the  public  se- 
curity would  permit.  The  people 
desire  to  live  in  peace  under  the 
protection  of  the  laws ;  and  whilst 
they  take  upon  themselves  the  task 
of  preserving  public  order,  and 
sustaining  our  institutions,  the  re- 
public will  enjoy  internal  peace, 
and  the  armed  force  will  no  longer 
have  to  attend  to  this  duty." 

**  The  commerce  of  the  interior 
requires  some  regulations  to  re- 
press the  abuses  of  the  sailors,  and 
to  favor  navigation  ;  and,  as  re- 
gards the  external  commerce  on 
the  coast  inhabited  by  wandering 
tribes,  some  special  laws  are  ne- 


cessary to  relieve  the  executive 
from  the  trouble  and  difficulties  he 
has  encountered  on  that  head  within 
the  last  few  years.  I  ask  of  con- 
gress to  pass  a  law  prohibiting  the 
granting  of  letters  of  naturalization 
to  individuals  of  any  nation  with 
whom  the  republic  is  at  war.  This 
is  one  of  the  laws  contained  in  the 
code  of  a  nation  who  may  call  her- 
self truly  free,  and  on  the  utiUty  of 
which  it  would  be  superfluous  to 
expatiate. 

"  The  poverty  of  the  national 
treasury  must  exist,  whilst  the  pay- 
ment of  the  old  debt  falls  on  the 
annual  ordinary  rents,  and  whibt 
the  system  is  continued  of  not  fixr 
ing  the  pubUc  expenditure  and  pro- 
perly covering  it." 

^^  I  hope  this  legislature  will  ex- 
tend its  consideration  to  the  uni- 
form regulation  of  the  decimal 
rents,  to  the  reform  of  the  law  on 
direct  contribution,  and  to  the  otlier 
objects  which  the  executive  will 
point  out  to  you,  in  virtue  of  the 
permission  which  is  conceded  by 
the  constitution. 

^^  The  various  and  disagreeable 
questions  occasioned  by  the  loan 
of  March,  1822,  have  been  settled 
to  the  satisfaction  of  those  interest- 
ed in  it,  and  to  the  honor  of  the 
repubUc.  The  executive  employed 
in  this  transaction  the  power  con- 
ceded by  the  act  of  the  Ist  of  July, 
1823,  the  results  of  which  will  be 
speedily  communicated  to  you. 

"  Congress  may  rest  assured,  that 
the  conduct  we  have  pursued  in  this 
affair,  has  received  the  approbation 
of  the  most  respectable  foreigners 
who  have  been  able  to  comprehend 
all  its  difficulties." 

"  It  is  very  important  to  the 
public  prosperity,  and  to  the  na- 
tional credit,  to  provide  for  fund- 
ing the  national  debt.    Every  year 
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new  difficulties  are  added  to  those 
already  accumulated  on  this  sub- 
ject. The  debt  embraces  different 
epochs,  different  objects  and  credi- 
tors, which  have  not  been  properly 
classed.  Although,  during  the  last 
session,  one  act  on  this  subject  was 
passed,  you  will  agree,  with  the 
executive,  that  it  is  very  imperfect. 

^^  The  army  has  continually  given 
proofe  of  its  obedience  to  the  laws. 
Although  within  the  republic  there 
have  been  no  enemies  for  it  to  con- 
tend with,  it  has  remained  on  the 
war  footing  required  by  European 
politics. 

^^Our  navy  is  receiving  all  the 
increase  and  strength  that  our  pre- 
sent circumstances  admit  of.  The 
Colombian  flag  is  respected  in  every 
sea ;  and  wherever  it  has  fought 
against  the  CastiHan  flag,  it  has 
left  a  monument  of  our  superiority. 

^^  Naval  schools  have  been  form- 
ed in  Carthagena  and  Guayaquil, 
as  far  as  the  limited  means  at  the 
disposal  of  the  executive  admitted." 

The  message  closes  as  follows : 

^^  This  is  the  present  state  of  our 
republic,  in  every  branch  of  its  ad- 
ministration. Friendship  and  the 
best  disposition  with  the  American 
and  foreign  governments — regular- 
ities in  treaties  and  conventions— 
order  and  tranquility  in  the  inte- 
rior— respect  and  submission  to  the 
laws — a  free  press — the  increase 


of  public  education — ^well  founded 
hopes  of  improving  the  national 
wealth — an  army  covered  with  glo* 
ry,  consecrated  entirely  to  the  cause 
of  liberty  and  independence ;  and 
sufficient  resources  to  meet  any 
event,  and  to  sustain  its  dignity, 
government  and  laws.  It  is  for 
you  to  remove  the  obstacles  that 
impede  the  rapid  progress  of  tins 
republic  to  happiness  and  prosperi* 
ty,  and  reform  those  defects  to 
which  public  opinion  pointed  oat, 
and  which  you  acknowledge  to  ei- 
bt.  If  wo  cast  our  eyes  back  on 
the  period  when  the  code  of  laws 
was  first  published,  and  recdlect 
what  Colombia  was  then,  we  shaH 
perceive,  with  agreeable  surprise, 
that  we  have  made  a  rapid  stride, 
and  conquered  vast  difficulties. 
This  ought  to  animate  us  to  pnh 
secute  our  designs  with  the  great- 
est zeal  and  patriotism.  The  ex- 
ecutive firmly  believes,  that  these 
virtues  exist  in  the  legislative  body ; 
and  you,  I  hope,  will  have  sufBdent 
confidence  in  me  to  brieve,  that  I 
shall  afford  all  the  assistance  that 
the  experience  of  adminislratkm 
may  have  placed  in  mj  power; 
and  above  adl,  I  shall  be  extremely 
punctual  in  the  execution  of  yov 
wise  deliberations." 

[Signed  by  Francdoo  px  P. 
Santander,  and  dated  at  Bogota, 
January  2,  1825.] 


The  fdUnting  is  the  defimthe  reply  ef  the  execudee  pwoer  ef  Ckaum,' 
BiA  to  the  commission  from  Hatti,  which  is  menHoned  m  the  bM 
message  of  the  vice-president, 

Repubuc  of  CoixnunA. 

Secretary  of  staters  office  for  fo-    forming  the  executive  of  the  oom> 
reign  affairs^  munication  you  did  me  tiie  fiivor 

Palace  of  the  government,  in  the     of  placing  in  my  hands  cm  tf«  «* 

capital  of  Bogota,  16th  July,    »nst.,  m  which  you  unfold  the  0^ 
1824—14.  jects  of  the  miMion  with  wndi 

7b  mwrJ.Derrviert  CharUater,  Le.  you  were  charged  bj  the  gOffVlh 

Sir — ^I  have  had  the  honor  of  in-    ment  of  Hayti  to  that  of  Cokxih 
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bia^  with  various  documents,  from  no  doubt,  the  day  is  not  &r  distant 

No.  1  to  10.  when  Colombia  can  employ,  witli 

It  is  very  apparent,  sir,  that  your  effect,  her  good  offices  ^as  a  power 

government  has  not  allowed  you  generally  recognized)  m  favor  of 

more  than  the    short    period    of  those  American  states  who  have 

twenty  days  to  negotiate  an  affair  not    yet    arrived    thereto.     This 

of  so  much  importance,  and  which  same   principle   appears  to   have 

requires,  in  its  nature,  a  very  long  persuaded  your  government  of  the 

and  deliberate  consideration  in  the  utility  of  not  making  to  the  states 

state  of  poUtical  relations  in   the  of  America,  (formerly  Spanish,)  a 

civilized  world.     But  as  it  is  not  in  proposition,  such,  as  in  1824,  was 

your  power   to  remain   a  longer  directed  to  this  country, 
time  in  this  capital,  I  proceed  to        You  know  perfectly  well,  sir,  that 

answer  the    said  communication,  even  the  president  Petion  himself, 

suspending,  for  a  time,   the   de-  (although  animated  with  that  be- 

spatch  of  affairs  of  great  import-  neficent  and    philanthropic   spirit 

ance,  which,  at  this  moment,  oc-  which  will  always  entitle  him  to 

cupy  tlie  attention  of  my  govern-  the  respect  of  the  human  race,) 

ment,  and  in  the  happy  accom-  was  obliged  to  yield  to  the  bblign- 

plishment  of  which  the  cause  of  tions  which  his  magisterial  office 

the  liberty  of  South  America  in  imposed  on  him,  thereby  showing 

general  is  deeply  interested.  to  the  Spanish  government  that 

The  government  of  Hayti  de-  Hayti  had  not   taken  any  active 

sires,  as  you  do  me  the  favor  of  part  in  the  contest  on  Terra  Finna. 

stating,  to  conclude  with  this  coun-  On  the  contrary,  he  gave  orders, 

try  a  treaty  of  alliance,  defensive  (to  satisfy  the  Spaniards,)  that  the 

and  commercial,  pledging  mutual  vessels  which  carried  emigrants  to 

assistance,  in  money,  provisions,  Margaritta  and  other  ports,  should 

and  munitions  of  war,  against  the  be  ^examined,  in  the  strictest  man* 

foreign  enemies  of  both  parties.  ner,  by  the  cruisers  of  Hayti ;  but 

This  will  materially  change  the  this  is  not  to  undervalue  the  im* 

favorable  position  in  which  Colom-  portant  favors  that  general  Bolivar, 

bia  and  her  allies  find  themselves  at  now  liberator  president  of  Colom- 

present  respecting  the  European  bia,  and  his  unfortunate   compa- 

powers,  multiplying,  unjustly  and  nions,  owe  to  the  particular  gene- 

urithout  cause,  the  number  of  tlieir  rosity  of  the  president  Petion.     It 

foreign  enemies.     I  hope,  sir,  tliat  is  well  known,  that  the  president 

you  will  agree  with  me,  that  such  Petion  proceeded  with  so  much 

a  state  of  affairs  is  not,  nor  can  be,  prudence  and   wisdom,  that    die 

in  any  manner,  advantageous   to  Spanish  government  could  never 

your  country,  or  to  mine.      Co-  cast  the  slightest  imputation   on 

lombia  particularly  entertains  well  him  of  having  infringed,  in  any 

founded  hopes  to  see  shortly  csta-  manner,  the  neutrality  which  Hay- 

blished  relations  of  peace  and  good  ti,  as  well  as  the  powers  of  Europe 

correspondence  with  the  govern-  and  America,  maintained,  from  the 

ment  of  his  most  christian  majesty ;  beginning  of  the  war  which  Spain 

and  it  appears  to  me  that  the  affairs  carried  on  with  her  ancient  colo- 

of  Hayti  are  progressing  to  a  final  nies,  till  the  present  hour.    Co- 

establishment  of  the  same^  for,  lombia  is,  besides,  bound  by  a  00- 

17 
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Icmn  compact  of  perpetual  alliance 
and  confederation  with  Peru,  Chili, 
and  Rio  de  la  Plata,  with  the  ob- 
ject of  carrying  on  the  war  against 
their  common  enemy,  the  king  of 
Spain,  or  against  all  other  foreign 
domination.  As  neither  Colombia 
nor  its  allies  have  received  the 
slightest  offence  from  France,  the 
proposed  alliance  will  be  equiva- 
lent to  a  spontaneous  provocation, 
on  our  part,  which  no  American  or 
European  power  can  approve  of. 
Such  a  provocation  would  do  con- 
siderable injury  to  the  interests  of 
all  the  American  states,  now  ac- 
tually fighting  to  establish  the  in- 
dependence of  their  ancient  head, 
^vithout  excepting  Hayti. 

It  is  easy  to  agree  in  the  abstract 
principle  ;  that  is  to  say,  in  the  ne- 
cessity which  all  the  American  go- 
vernments are  under  to  perfectly 
understand  each  other  some  day, 
in  order  to  guard  against  all  fo- 
reign attacks.  But,  as  to  the  time 
of  putting  it  into  execution,  it  is 
necessary  to  use  much  prudence 
and  circumspection. 

The  old  world  has  its  eyes  fixed 
on  the  new,  to  observe  carefully  all 
its  measures,  and  to  examine  into 
them.  If  the  American  states 
have  not  already  arrived  to  that  or- 
der and  regularity  in  their  institu- 
tions, and  respect  to  the  rights  of 
others,  which  is  indispensable  to 
include  them  in  the  great  &mily  of 
civilized  nations,  the  slightest  de- 


viation from  the  forms,  usages,  and 
established  customs,  will  retard 
that  important  result.  These  pow- 
erful reasons  have  induced  the  go- 
vernment of  Colombia  to  believe, 
that,  in  order  to  take  into  conside- 
ration the  proposal  the  government 
of  Ilay ti  has  made  to  that  of  Co- 
lombia, this  year,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  consult  its  allies,  and,  as  it 
is  possible  that  the  meeting  of  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  all  the  states  of 
America,  formerly  Spanish,  wiD  as- 
semble in  Panama,  in  the  course  of 
the  next  year,  the  government  of 
Colombia  will  embrace  that  oppor- 
tunity to  arrange  with  its  said  allies, 
the  footing  on  which,  in  future,  the 
political  and  mercantile  relatioDs 
with  the  other  portions  of  our  he- 
misphere shall  be  placed,  who  are, 
in  fact  and  right,  separated  from  its 
ancient  govenmnent.  Then,  sir, 
this  negotiation  will  be  examined 
into  with  that  spirit  of  liberality 
which  characterizes  the  policy  of 
the  government  of  Colombia  and 
its  sdhes ;  and  I  venture  to  antici- 
pate, that  their  determinatioD  wiD 
be  highly  agreeable  to  HaytL  I 
hope,  sir,  that  you  will  see,  in  die 
frank  and  sincere  expositioo  which 
I  have  just  made,  a  dear  and 
convincing  proof  of  the  interest 
with  which  the  ^vemment  and 
people  of  Colombia  are  animated 
for  the  welfrire  and  proq>mtj  of 
Hayti.  Psimo  Gaul. 


PERU. 

The  Congress  of  Pssu  was  conoemed  on  the  lOtA  of  FAruarff^  omd  dm 
session  opened  fry  thefoHodmng  message  from  BouvAa. 

To  THE  SoVBBEIOIf  CoNSmmONAL  CoNOBSSB  OF  PsBtT. 

Gentlemen — ^The  representa-  the  splendid  victory  of  Ayacoeho, 
lives  of  the  Peruvian  people  meet  which  has,  forever,  fixed  the  deiti*- 
this   day^  under  the  auspices  of    nies  of  the  new  world. 
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One  year  has  elai>sed  since  con-  and  an  exterminating  war — ^I  found 

gress  decreed  the  dictatorial  autho-  myself  on  a  field  of  desolation,  but 

rtty,  in  order  to  save  the  republic,  yet  with  the  means  of  establishing 

which  was  sinking  under  the  op-  a  beneficial  government.    Notwith- 

pression  of  the  severest  calamities,  standing  my  ardent  zeal  for  the 

But  the  protecting  hand  of  the  libe-  happiness  of  Peru,  I  regret  that  I 

rating  army  has  healed  its  wounds :  cannot  assure  congress  that  this 

it  has  broken  the  chains  which  Pi-  great  work  has  yet  attained  the 

2arro  had  rivetted  on  the  sons  of  perfection  I  hoped.     Congress  wiU 

Manco  Capac,  founder  of  the  em-  have  to  exert  all  its  wisdom  to  give 

pire  of  the  sim,  and  has  placed  all  to  the  country  the  organization  it' 

Peru  in  the  possession  of  its  pri-  requires.     May  I  be  permitted  tp 

mitive  rights.  confess,  that  not  being  a  Peruvian, 

My  administration  can  only  be  it  has,  on  that  account,  been  more 

called  a  campaign.     We  have  had  difiicult  for  me  to  attain  this .  de- 

hardly  time  to  arm  ourselves  and  sired  end. 

fight.     Our  appalling  disasters  left        Our  relations  with  the  republic 

us  no  choice  but  to  defend  our-  of  Colombia,  have  obtained  for  us 

selves.     As  the  army  has  triumph-  great  assistance.      Our   ally  and 

cd  with  so  much  glory,  I  think  it  confederate  withheld  nothing  fi'om 

iny  duty  to  request  congress  to  re-  us — she  employed  her  treasure,  her 

ward,  in  suitable  manner,  the  va-  navy,  her  armies  in  combating  the 

lor  and  virtues  of  the  defenders  of  common  enemy,  as  her  own  cause. 
the  country.  Congress  wUl  be  convinced  by 

Tribunals  have  been  established  these  demonstrations  of  Colombia 
according  to  the  fimdamental  law.  of  the  infinite  value  with  which  she 
I  have  sought  hidden  merit  where-  views  a  close  and  intimate  fede- 
ever  it  was  to  be  found,  and  placed  ration  of  the  new  states.  Impress- 
in  ofiices  of  trust  and  power.  I  ed  with  the  great  advantages  which 
have  carefiilly  sought  those  who  will  result  from  a  meeting  of  a 
modestly  follow  the  dictates  of  congress  of  representatives,  I  have 
their  consciences  and  respect  the  hastened  to  invite  our  confederates, 
laws.  in  the  name  of  Peru,  to  assemble 

The  public  revenue  was  annihi-  as  speedily  as  possible  at  the  isth- 

lated — ^fi-aud  had  shut  up  all  its  mus  of    Panama.      This  august 

channels.     Disorder  and  confusion  body  will  there  seal  the  perpetual 

augmented  the  miseries  of  the  state  alliance  of  the  difierent  states. 
— I  have  been  obliged  to  make  es-        The  republic  of  Chili  has  placed 

sential   reforms   and  severe  ordi-  under  the  order  of  our  government, 

nances  to  preserve  the  existence  a  part  of  her  navy,  commanded 

of  the  republic.     Social  Ufe  can-  by  the  brave  vice-admiral  Blanco, 

not  be  nourished  if  the  riches  of  which  is  blockading  Callao,  with 

the  country  do  not  freely  flow  in  the  Chilian  and  Colombian  forces, 
its  veins.  The  states  of  Mexico,  Guatema- 

The  crisis  of  the  republic  forced  la,  and  Buenos  Ayres  have  made 

me  to  adopt  measures,  and  to  make  us  an  offer  of  their  services,  which, 

reforms,-  which  centuries  may  not  owing  to  our  rapid  successes,  have 

again  require.    The  political  edi-  been  without  effect.     These  re- 

fi^  bad  been  destroyed  by  crimes  publics  have  established  themdelves 
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and  maintain  their  internal  tran-  country,  to  place  her  laws  on  the 
quillity.  bayonets  of  the  liberating  army ; 
The  diplomatic  agent  of  the  re-  but^  as  the  nation  has  obiained  do- 
pubhc  of  Colombia  is  the  only  one,  mastic  peace  and  political  Uherif^ 
as  yet,  accredited  near  our  govern-  the  laws  only  ought  to  gocem. 
ment.  Gentlemen,  tlie  congress  is  in- 
The  consub  of  Colombia,  of  the  stalled.  My  duty,  as  an  auxiliary 
United  States  of  America,  and  of  soldier,  calls  me  to  assist  in  ob- 
Great  Britain,  have  presented  them-  taining  the  liberties  of  Upper  Pe- 
selves  in  this  capital,  to  exercise  ru,  and  the  surrender  of  Callio, 
their  offices — ^the  last  has  had  the  the  last  bulwark  of  the  Spanish 
misfortune  to  perish  in  the  most  la-  empire  in  South  America.  I  wiD 
mentable  manner — the  other  two  then  hasten  to  my  country  to  gvoe 
have  obtained  their  exequators  to  an  account  to  the  representatives  of 
enter  on  the  discharge  of  their  the  Colombian  people^  of  my  mis- 
duties,  sion  in  Peru — of  your  liberty,  and 
As  soon  as  the  military  sue-  of  the  glory  of  the  liberating  army  1 
cesses  of  Peru  shall  be  known  in  Bolivas. 

Europe,  it  is  probable  that  those  

governments  will  definitely  decide  Act  of  Independence  of  the  Pr^h 
on  the  political  conduct  they  have  mnces  of  Upper  Peru. 
to  adopt.  I  flatter  myself  Great  Declaration. 
Britain  will  be  the  first  to  recog-  The  sovereign  representation  of 
nize  our  independence.  If  we  the  provinces  of  Upper  Peru,  deep- 
are  to  credit  the  declarations  of  ly  penetrated  with  the  magnitude 
France,  she  will  not  delay  in  join-  and  weight  of  their  responsibiUty 
ing  England  in  that  liberal  policy  ;  to  heaven  and  the  world,  in  de- 
and  perhaps  the  rest  of  Europe  ciding  the  destinies  of  their  con- 
will  follow  the  same  conduct,  stituents,  have  divested  themselves 
Spain,  herself,  if  she  listens  to  her  of  all  partiality  and  private  fedings 
interests,  will  no  longer  oppose  the  at  the  altar  of  justice,  and  have  ar- 
existence  of  the  new  states,  which  dently  implored  the  aid  of  the 
will  complete  the  friendly  relations  Great  Architect  of  the  univ^ve  in 
of  the  universe.  forming  a  just  decision.  Con- 
Legislators  !  In  giving  up  to  scious  of  good  faith,  justice,  mo* 
congress  the  supreme  power  which  deration,  and  careful  deliberation 
you  deposited  in  my  hands,  allow  on  tlieir  resolution,  they  declare,  in 
me  to  congratulate  the  people  in  the  name  and  with  authority  of  their 
having  rid  themselves  of  the  great-  representatives,  that  the  happy  day 
est  curse  in  the  world — war,  by  the  has  arrived,  when  Upper  Peru  hu 
victory  at  Ayacucho,  and  of  des-  become  liberated  firom  iinjiut  pow- 
potism,  by  my  resignation.  Pro-  er,  from  the  t3rrannic  and  wretched 
scribe^  forever^  I  beg  you^  that  Ferdinand  VII.,  and  that  this  fer- 
tremendous  authority ;  that  autho-  tile  region  has  escaped  the  debt- 
rity  which  was  the  grace  of  Rome!  sing  relation  of  a  colony  of  Spain; 
It  was  laudable,  no  doubt,  in  con-  that  it  is  important  to  its  welftre» 
gress,  in  order  to  resist  the  dread-  not  to  incorporate  itaelf  with  any 
iul  calamities,  and  to  face  the  fu-  of  the  co-terminous  repuUica,  bat 
rk>us  storms  which  desolated  the  to  erect  ifmit  into  a  ffoverei^n  and 
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independent  state,  in  relation  to 
the  new,  as  well  as  the  old  world  ; 
that  the  provinces  of  Upper  Peru, 
firm  and  unanimous  in  their  reso- 
lution, proclaim  to  the  whole  earth, 
that  they  will  govern  themselves, 
imder  their  own  constitution,  laws, 
and  authorities,  that  they  may  think 
most  conducive  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  nation,  the  inviolable  sup- 
port of  the  catholic  religion,  and 


the  maintenance  of  the  sacred 
rights  of  honor,  life,  liberty,  equa- 
lity, property,  and  security.  To 
carry  into  eflfect  this  determination, 
they  bind  themselves,  through  this 
sovereign  representation,  by  their 
lives,  property,  and  sacred  honor. 

Signed  by 

Jose  Mabiano  Sebrsno,  preset. 

And  by  47  other  representatives. 
Hall  of  Repi^Mentatives,  Aug.  6, 1825. 


Capitulation  of  Ayacucho. 


Don  Jose  CarUerac^  lieutenant 
general  of  the  royal  armies  of  his 
catholic  majesty,  being  charged 
with  the  supreme  command  of 
Peru,  in  the  absence  of  his  excel- 
lency, the  vice  king  D.  Jose  la 
Serna,  wounded  and  taken  prisoner 
in  the  battle  fought  this  day,  afler 
having  taken  the  advices  of  the 
generals  and  chiefs,  re-united  after 
the  bloody  battle  of  Ayacucho, 
&c.  6lc,  has  tliought  it  convenient 
to  propose  and  to  regulate  with 
the  general  of  division,  Antonio 
Jose  de  Sucre,  commanding  in 
chief  the  united  army  of  Peru,  the 
conditions  contained  in  the  follow- 
ing articles : — 

First.  The  territory,  garrisoned 
by  the  Spanish  troops  in  Peru,  as 
fitr  as  the  Desaguadoro,  shall  be 
delivered  to  the  united  hberating 
army,  with  the  parks  of  artillery, 
chests,  and  all  the  military  maga-. 
ziiies. 

Answer.  Granted  :  and  will  also 
be  included  in  the  delivery  all  the 
remainder  of  the  Spanish  army,  the 
baggages  and  horses,  the  garrisons 
remaining  in  any  part  of  the  terri- 
tory, and  other  forces  and  articles 
belonging  to  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment. 

Second.  jEvery  individual  belong- 


ing to  the  Spanish  army  will  be  at 
hberty  to  return  to  his  country,  and 
his  passage  will  be  defrayed  by  the 
state  of  Peru — meanwhile  he  shall 
be  treated  with  due  consideration, 
and  will  receive,  at  least,  one  half 
of  his  pay,  according  to  his  grade, 
during  his  stay  in  the  territory. 

AnstDer.  Granted :  but  the  gor 
vernment  of  Peru  wiU  only  grant 
the  half  pay  according  to  propor- 
tionate regulations  for  the  transpor- 
tation. Those  who  wiU  return  to 
Spain,  will  not  carry  arms  against 
America,  during  the  war  of  the  in- 
dependence ;  and  no  one  will  go 
into  any  part  of  America  occupied 
by  the  Spanish  armies. 

Third.  Any  individual  belonging 
to  the  Spanish  army,  wishing  to  en- 
list in  the  army  of  Peru,  wifi  enjoy 
his  former  grade. 

Answer.  Granted. 

Fourth.  No  one  shall  be  accoun- 
table for  his  former  opinions,  nor 
for  his  particular  services  in  the 
king^s  cause,  nor  those  known  as 
smugglers :  in  this  particular  they 
will  be  entitled  to  the  rights  of  all 
the  articles  of  this  treaty. 

Answer.  Grant^ :  if,  by  their 
conduct,  they  do  not  disturb  the 
public  order,  and  if  they  conform 
to  the  laws. 
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F^h.  Any  inhabitant  of  Peru,  government  in  the  territory  thereoll 
either  European  or  American,  ec-  to  .the  present  day. 
clesiastic  or  merchant,  land-owner  Antwer.  The  congress  of  Pera 
or  workman,  wishing  to  remove  to  will  decide  with  regard  to  this  a^ 
another  country,  will  be  at  liberty  tide,  what  will  be  most  convenient 
so  to  do,  by  virtue  of  this  conven-  to  the  interests  of  the  republic, 
tion,  and  to  take  with  him  his  Ninih,  All  the  individuals  em- 
family  and  property — he  will  be  ployed  in  pubUc  offices,  will  be  con* 
protected  by  the  state  until  his  de-  tinued  therein,  if  it  be  their  desire ; 
parture,  and  if  he  prefers  to  re-  otherwise,  those  preferring  to  leave 
main,  he  will  be  considered  a  the  country  will  be  comprehended 
Peruvian.  under  the  articles  2d  and  5th. 

Answer.  Grranted :  with  regard        Answer.  Those  of  the  meritori- 

to  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  ous  will  be  continued  in  their  oflkes 

to  be  delivered,  and  agreeably  to  if  the  government    should  think 

the  conditions  mentioned  in  the  proper, 
preceding  article.  Tenth.  Every  individual  bekxi^ 

Sixth.  The  state  of  Peru  will  ing  to  the  army,  or  in  the  govern- 
also  respect  the  property  of  the  mentis  employ,  who  may  wish  to 
Spaniards  who  may  be  absent  from  be  erased  from  the  roUs  and  to  re- 
thc  territory — they  wiU  be  at  liberty,  main  in  the  country,  wiU  be  at 
for  the  period  of  three  years,  to  liberty  so  to  do ;  and  in  that  case 
dispose  of  their  property,  which  their  persons  will  be  respected. 
will  be  considered  in  the  same  AsUwer.  Granted, 
point  of  view  as  that  of  Americans,  Eleventh.  The  town  of  CaUao 
unwilling  to  go  to  the  peninsula,  will  be  deUvered  to  the  united 
although  they  may  have  property  in  liberating  army,  and  its  garrisoii 
that  country.  will  be  included  in  the  arScles  of 

Answer.  Granted :  as  in  the  pre-  this  treaty, 
ceding  article,  provided  the  con-        Answer.  Granted:  but  the  town 

duct  of  these  individuals  will,  in  no  of  Callao,  with  all  her  colore  and 

way,  be  hostile  to  the  cause  of  military  articles,  shall  be  delivered 

the  freedom  and  independence  of  to  the  liberator,  and  be  subject  to 

America — in  the  event  of  which,  his  disposal  on  or  before  twenty 

the  government  of  Peru  reserves  days. 

to  itself  the  privilege  of  acting        Twdfth.    Superior    oAcen   of 

freely  and  discretionary.  both  armies  will  be  sent  to  tlie  pro- 

Sef>enth.  The  term  of  one  year  vinces  for  the  purpose  of  delmi^ 
will  be  granted  to  all  the  interested  ing  and  receiving  the  arclavea, 
parties,  in  order  to  avail  themselves  magazines,  appurtenances,  and  the 
of  the  stipulations  embraced  in  the  troops,  deposited  in,  and  atatiofied 
fiflh  article — their  property  will  be  at,  the  different  garrisons, 
subjected  to  the  ordinary  duties,  but  Answer.  Granted :  the  same  for* 
that  of  individuals  belonging  to  the  maUties  will  be  observed  at  the  da- 
army  to  be  free  of  duties.  livery  of  Callao.     The  provinoes 

Answer.  Granted.  will  be  delivered  to  the  independent 

Eighth.  The  state  of  Peru  will  authorities  in  fifleen  days,  and  (Ae 

acknowledge  the  debts  contracted  places  the  most  remote  in  aB  the 

by  the  administration  of  the  Spanish  present  month. 
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Thirteenik,  The  vessels  of  war 
and  merchantmen  in  the  ports  of 
Peru,  will  be  allowed  the  term  of 
six  months,  from  the  date  of  the 
ratification  of  this  treaty,  to  get 
their  stores  and  provisions  on  board, 
to  enable  them  to  depart  firom  the 
Paci%. 

Anstoer.  Granted:  but  the  ships 
of  war  wdl  only  be  permitted  to 
make  preparations  for  their  voyage, 
without  committing  any  act  of  hos- 
tility, either  there  or  on  quitting  the 
Pacific — ^they  being  obliged  to 
leave  all  the  seas  of  America  with- 
out touching  at  any  port  of  Chili, 
or  any  other  port  in  America,  which 
may  be  occupied  by  the  Spaniards. 

Faurteenth.  Passports  will  be 
granted  to  the  ships  of  war  and 
merchantmen  for  their  uninterrupt- 
ed navigation  fi-om  the  Pacific  to 
their  ports  in  Europe. 

Aiuwer.  Granted:  agreeably  to 
the  preceding  article. 

Fifteenih,  All  the  chiefe  and  of- 
ficers made  prisoners  at  the  battle 
of  this  day,  will  be  set  at  liberty 
from  this  moment,  as  weU  as  the 
prisoners  taken  in  anterior  actions 
by  either  of  the  armies. 

Answer.  Granted:  and  the 
wounded  will  be  taken  care  of  un- 
til they  shall  be  able  to  dispose  of 
themselves. 

Sixteenih.  The  generals,  chiefe 
and  ofiicers,  will  retain  the  use  of 
their  uniforms  and  their  swords — 
and  will  also  retain  in  their  service 
such  assistants  as  correspond  with 
their  rank,  and  their  servants. 


Answer.  Granted:  but,  during 
their  stay  in  the  territory,  they  wiU 
submit  to  the  laws  of  the  country. 

Seoenieenth.  To  those  indivi- 
duab  of  the  army  who  may  have 
come  to  the  determination,  with 
regard  to  their  future  destination, 
agreeably  to  this  treaty,  leave  will 
be  granted  them  to  re-unite  with 
their  families  their  other  interests, 
and  to  remove  to  the  place  they 
may  have  chosen;  in  which  case 
they  will  be  furnished  with  pass- 
ports so  that  they  may  not  be  mo- 
lested in  any  of  the  independent 
states  until  their  arrival  at  their 
places  of  destination. 

Answer.  Granted. 

Eighieenth.  Any  doubt  that  may 
arise  in  the  stipulations  of  the  ar- 
ticles of  the  present  treaty,  wdl  be 
interpreted  in  favor  of  the  indivi« 
duals  of  the  Spanish  army. 

Answer.  Granted:  this  stipula- 
tion will  depend  on  the  good  faith 
of  the  contracting  parties. 

And  having  concluded  and  ratifi- 
ed this  treaty,  which  is  hereby  ap- 
proved, there  will  be  made  four 
copies  of  the  same,  two  of  which 
will  remain  in  the  power  of  each 
of  the  parties  whose  signatures  are 
hereto  affixed,  &c. 

Delivered  and  signed,  with  our 
hands,  on  the  field  of  Ayacucho, 
the  9th  of  December,  1824. 

JosB  Caivtbrac, 

AxrONIO  Joss  OE  SUCSE. 


BUENOS   AYRES. 
Message  of  the  Govbsnor  of  Bubnos  Aybes  to  the  5th  Congress. 

Gentlemen — Great  events  have  according  to  law  and  custom,  you 
transpired  during  the  period  of  witness  the  realityofwhat  you  were 
your  recess.    On  assembling  again,    anxiously  expecting  the  plast  year. 
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The  liberating  army  of  Peru  lias  ry  examples  of  generous  devoted- 
dissolved  all  the  materials  of  Spa-  ness  to  their  country's  cause,  and 
nish  power  consolidated  in  the  of  unwearied  attention  to  tlie  ame- 
hcart  of  the  Andes,  and  dissipated  lioration  of  her  institutions.  Popu- 
their  illusions.  The  independence  lati(»n  and  capital  from  all  parts  are 
of  the  American  continent  is  no  encouraged.  The  increasing  pros- 
longer  disputed.  The  act,  by  which  perity  of  our  commerce,  the  ac- 
Great  Britain  has  just  recognized  tivity  of  our  industry,  and  the  gc- 
it,  is  another  memorable  event;  neral  welfare  of  our  laboring  popu- 
because  it  shows  the  triumph  of  lation,  will  make  the  principles  of 
the  principles  which  establish  the  our  government  every  day  more 
legitimacy  of  our  rights  against  dear  to  us,  as  they  wiU  introduce 
the  overbearing  allian<>e  of  the  an-  into  the  less  favored  classes  of  so- 
cient  aristocracy  of  Europe.  Fi-  ciety,  that  good  feeling,  that  in- 
nally,  the  provinces  of  Rio  de  la  stinct  of  liberty  and  order,  which 
Plata  are  incorporated  into  a  na-  disconcerts  and  derides  the  ma- 
tional  compact.  I'he  general  con-  cliinations  of  the  ambitious.  The 
gress,  well  advised  of  Uie  situation  ignorance  of  the  people  has  al- 
of  each  of  them,  has  taken  proper  ways  been  their  principal  resource. 
steps,  sanctioned  the  fundamental  To  destroy  this,  you  ordered  the 
law,  which  will  soon  be  ia'ul  before  establishment  of  a  considerable 
you.  You  will  see,  gentlemen,  the  nwnber  of  elementary  schools  in 
same  spirit  shining  within  it,  as  in  the  city  and  country.  It  has  been 
those  laws  which  you  enacted  on  done ;  but  the  state  and  progress 
the  ]  3th  of  November,  1824.  Ex-  of  those  which  were  coiifided  to 
pericnce  has  shown  that  they  are  the  bener>oleni  9ociet^^  have  an- 
the  most  suitable  to  guarantee  a  swered  all  hopes,  and  will  serve  as 
imion  which  could  not  be  antici-  a  model  and  an  incentive.  The 
pated  but  by  the  sanction  of  a  law.  colleges    have    this    year    under- 

The  governor  has  provided  from  gone  some  improvement.     Exer- 

the  treasury  of  the  province  for  the  tions  have  been  made  to  repress 

expenses  of  defence  and  national  the  spirit  of  insubordination,  which 

organization,  in  the  manner  which  the  examples  of  lawlessness,  during 

wiU  be  presented    to    you.     He  a  long  period  of  revolution  and  dis- 

hopes  to  meet  your  approbation  ;  order,  always  disseminate.    Youth, 

because  it  has  been  done  conform-  unaccustomed  to  any  feelings  of 

ably  to  your  express  wishes.     But  respect,  wiU  form  men  incapable 

he  would  have  wished  to  avoid  the  of  being  free,  of  governing,  or  be- 

necessity  of  taking  upon  liimself  ing  governed,  but  by  terror  and 

the  discretionary  charge  of  the  ex-  violence.     The  university  wants  a 

ecuUve  power,  in  order  not  to  ex-  constitution,  which,   giving  it  an 

pose  himself  to  the  danger  of  foster-  existence    worthy  of  its    object, 

ing  prejudices  which  can  be  cured  woidd  offer  a  security  that  the  sa- 

only   by  time  and   a  progressive  crifices  made  for  the  establisbment 

civilization.  and   preservation  of  classical  in- 

The   congress    will    no    doubt  struction  were  productive.    This 

hasten  to  remove  this  pretext  of  matter  is  on  the  point  of  being 

discontent,  and  the  province  will  concluded, 
then  confine  itself  to  giving  saluta-       The  frequency  of  crimes,  and 
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especially  in  the  country,  is  a  pal- 
pn^le  proof  of  the  insufficiency  of 
the  existing  law,  and  of  the  incon- 
venience of  the  actual  form  of  pro- 
ceeding. A  form  of  law  will  be 
presented  immediately  to  correct 
these  evils,  which  ought  not  any 
longer  to  exist  in  thj^untry.  A 
committee  is  occupiea  on  a  mer- 
cantile code,  and  their  labors  wiU 
be  presented  to  you  this  session. 
In  order  to  establish  the  security 
of  landed  property,  it  has  been  ne- 
cessary to  defhie  exactly  the  bound- 
aries of  each  estate,  by  extricating 
them  from  the  uncertainty  in  which 
they  have  hitherto  been  involved, 
destitute  of  the  safeguards  which 
alone  are  capable  of  affording  a 
knowledge  of  lands  in  this  coun- 
try, level  as  the  ocean.  The  to- 
pographical committee,  organized 
and  provided  with  every  requisite, 
have  already  undertaken  to  set  ge- 
neral boundaries,  to  serve  as  start- 
ing places  for  subsequent  opera- 
tions, and  are  preparing  a  chart  in 
which  each  may  see  the  boundaries 
of  his  property  clearly  defined. 

The  public  works  for  the  city 
are  fast  approaching  completion. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  a  temple 
and  a  school  in  each  village  will 
he  monuments  erected  to  hberty. 
This  plan  has  commenced  opera- 
tions :  you  will  not  refuse  to  vote, 
every  year,  a  sum  for  an  object  so 
worthy.  Civil  and  religious  edu- 
cation will  form  the  habits  of  a 
people  truly  free :  it  will  render 
crimes  more  rare,  coercion  less 
necessary,  to  preserve  peace  and 
public  order.  The  past  year,  you 
approved  of  the  plan  of  erecting 
posts  of  security  in  the  country, 
with  the  view  of  facilitating  the 
administration  of  justice,  and  of 
rooting  out  those  inhuman  prac- 
tices which  want  and  wretched- 


ness had  introduced,  for  the  se- 
curity of  those  who  may  be  the 
object  of  them.  This  year  these 
works  have  been  commenced,  to 
which  will  be  added  the  erection 
of  suitable  court  houses  in  each 
district,  where  justice  may  be  ad- 
ministered without  the  inconve- 
nience attending  the  unsettled  jih 
risdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace. 

The  exertions  made  for  the  or- 
ganization and  recruiting  of  the 
provincial  army  have  not  been 
fruitless.  It  is  improved  in  num* 
bers  and  discipline.  The  veterans 
on  the  frontier  have  fulfilled  their 
duty  satisfactorily ;  but  prudence 
requires  not  only  the  completion 
but  the  .augmentation  of  their 
forces.  The  committee,  entrust- 
ed with  reforming  the  military  pe- 
nal code,  adapting  it  to  our  insti- 
tutions and  necessities,  will  soon 
present  their  labors  for  your  dehbe- 
ration. 

The  receipts  of  the  province 
have  considerably  increased  during 
the  past  year,  and  have  been  am- 
ply sufficient  for  the  expenses  of 
the  public  service,  both  ordinary 
and  extraordinary.  The  loan  con- 
tracted for  in  London,  has  been 
transported  hither  to  advantage, 
without  any  difference  in  exchange. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  works  for  Uie 
harbor,  to  which  it  was  chiefly 
destined,  will  realize  their  comple- 
tion by  means  of  private  compa- 
nies, and  their  own  funds  ;  in  such 
case  leaving  free  the  other  monies 
for  other  objects :  in  the  mean 
time  they  may  be  productively  em- 
ployed, and  our  industry  encoura^ 
gcd.  All  the  documents  relative 
to  it  will  be  seasonably  brought 
forward.  The  machines  and  tools 
necessary  in  the  coining  of  money 
are  already  completed,  and  a  con* 
tract  has  been    entered  into,  to 

IP. 
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raise  an  establishment  of  the  kind 
during  the  coming  year. 

Gentlemen — I  congratulate  you 
on  your  return  to  your  honorable 
duties  under  auspices  so  flattering. 
There  is  great  need  of  your  co-ope- 
ration. In  tlie  infancy  of  our  na- 
tional existence^  and  afler  so  long 
a  struggle,  peace  also  has  its  dan- 
gers, and  demands  important  sacri- 
fices. The  spirit  of  anarchy,  dis- 
seminated in  a  thousand  ways, 
may  corrupt  our  institutions ;  and 
aristocracy,  originating  in  tlie  very 
revolution  itself,  will  avail  itself  of 
every  means  to  bring  them  into 
disrepute.  Our  situation  at  this 
important  epoch,  makes  tlie  exam- 
ples you  may  offer  in  the  exercise 
of  your  functions  of  transcendant 
importance.  It  is  necessary  to 
demonstrate  that  free  institutions 
are  not  only  the  most  proper  to 
make  a  people  prosperous  and 
happy,  but  that  tliey  elevate  their 
minds  and  inspire  them  with  a 
boundless  and  irresistible  energy 
in  vindicating  the  national  honor. 
Juan  Gregorio  De  Las  PIeras. 
Manuel  Jose  Garcia. 
Buenos  Ayres,  18lh  May,  1825. 


Ahdress  and  Law  qf  Congress  of 
Buenos  Ayres. 

Buenos  Ayres.  July,  1825. 

Power,  the  offspring  of  force 
and  error,  having  first  enchained 
person  and  property,  proceeded  to 
conquer  through  itself,  gave  immu- 
table laws  to  the  imagination  and 
endeavoured  to  govern  even  the 
consolations  of  the  heart.  Know- 
ledge dissipated  the  shadows  and 
annihilated  imposture.  I^iberty 
triumphed  every  where :  the  in- 
violability of  persons  and  property 
vas  acknowledged  as  a  vital  prin- 
ciple of  society.    Nevertheless,  the 


most  absurd,  as  well  as  tlie  moat 
frightful  tyrannies,  appear  not  to 
have  been  sufficiently  felt,  inas* 
much  as  even,  at  this  time,  laws  are  * 
applauded  wliich  presumptuously 
tcieratc  the  right  of  thinking  and 
of  acting  afgeeably  to  conscience. 
The  provinip  would  appear  to  de- 
scend from  ine  point  of  civilizatioD 
which  it  has  attained,  if  it  were  to 
establish  a  law  of  toleration,  or  to 
pretend  to  grant  a  liberty,  which 
the  public  autliority  was  always 
obliged  to  protect ;  but,  since  the 
laws  that  formerly  governed,  ren- 
dered necessary  an  act  to  abolisfa 
them,  and  to  give  a  solemn  guaran- 
tee to  persons  who  may  wish  to 
live  in  our  society,  the  goverment 
has  found  no  other  way  to  do  it 
with  dignity  than  by  the  proposed 
law,  which  it  has  the  honor  to 
transmit  for  the  consideration  of 
the  honorable  representatives.  This 
act,  which  will  complete  the  liberty 
of  the  citizens,  will  not  be  less 
glorious  than  that  which  solemnly 
declared,  in  the  same  month,  the 
independence  of  the  republic. 

Manuel  J.  Garcia. 

Proposed  law — scie  article.  The 
right,  wliich  every  man  has,  to 
worship  tlie  Divinity  agreeably  to 
his  own  conscience,  is  inviolable  io 
the  territory  of  the  province. 


Address  of  the  new  Chvemmeni  tf 
the  Banda  Oriental  to  the  Coi^ 
gress  of  the  Unftbd  Pbovincu 
OF  La  Plata,  sitting  at  Bcenos 
Ayres. 

sovereign  constituent  CONOBSflB. 

The  provisional  government  of 
the  eastern  province,  in  its  present 
situation,  finding  the  national  repre* 
sentation  assembled  in  the  sove- 
reign constituent  congress.  con«i- 
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ders  tliat  the  wishes  of  tlie  ^^  Ori- 
entab  *'  will  be  accomplished,  aiid 
that  this  province  will  soon  be 
placed  in  the  rank  which  iicr  mis- 
fortunes and  suiTerings  for  liberty 
have  deserved.  The  provisional 
government  would  begin  by  mani- 
festing its  respect  for  the  sovereign 
congress,  presenting  for  its  high 
consideration  the  proceedings  of 
the  day  on  which  it  was  installeil. 
This  document,  which  comprehends 
a  memorial  presented  to  the  go- 
vernment by  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  army,  will  aflbrd  the 
sovereign  congress  all  information 
relating  to  the  state  of  the  province 
up  to  the  present  time. . 

The  provisional  government,  at 
the  moment  of  its  installation,  has 
chosen  to  give  this  province  tlie 
same  form  with  the  others  of  the 
nation  ;  and  therefore  has  hastened 
to  convoke  its  provincial  represen- 
tt^tion,  that  from  this  legitimate 
body  the  province  may  receive  its 
government  and  institutions.  It 
considers  the  object  of  its  wishes 


already  attained ;  for  it  counts, 
more  than  on  its  own  resources,  on 
receiving  the  powerful  and  respec- 
table influence  of  the  national  re- 
presentation, to  which  its  deputies 
will  soon  be  united.  The  Orien- 
tals hope  thus  much  from  the  sove- 
reign congress,  and  expect  it  with 
justice,  recalling  the  public  engage- 
ments of  that  body. 

The  provisional  government  be- 
lieves that  it  has  performed  its  first 
obUgations  with  the  necessary 
promptitude,  and  that  it  will  com* 
plete  its  duty  by  presenting  yoa 
with  its  homage,  respect  and  obedi- 
ence. 

[Signed] 
Senor  Manitrl  Callekos, 
Manuel  Duran, 
loreto  de  gomensoro, 
Francisco  Joaquin  Munos, 
Juan  Jose  Vazquez,  and 
Francisco  Arancuo,  secretary. 
To  the  saoereign  constiiuent  con* 
gress  of  the  United  Prcmncc^ 
of  Rio  de  la  Plata. 

Arancbo. 


Letter  from  M.  Garcia,  to  the  Brazilian  Secretary  for  For^gn 

Affairs. 


Buenos  Ayres,  Nov.  4,  1R25. 

The  undersigned,  secretary  of 
state  in  tlie  department  of  foreign 
afiairs  of  the  republic  of  the  Uni- 
ted Provinces  of  La  Plata,  author- 
ised especially  by  his  government 
has  the  honor  to  address  his  ex- 
cellency the  minister  of  state  for 
foreign  affairs  of  the  empire  of 
Brazil,  to  apprise  him,  that  the  in- 
habitants of  the  eastern  province, 
having  recovered,  by  their  own  ef- 
forts, the  freedom  of  the  territory 
occupied  by  the  forces  of  his  im- 
perial majesty,  and  afler  establish- 
ing a  regular  government  for  the 


administration  of  the  province, 
have  solemnly  declared  null  the 
acts  of  proceeilings  by  which  it 
was  attempted  to  annex  that  coun- 
try to  the  empire  of  Brazil ;  and 
further,  have  announced  ^^  that 
tlieir  general,  constant,  and  de- 
cided wish  has  been  for  a  union 
with  the  other  argentine  provinces 
to  which  they  have  always  belong- 
ed by  the  most  sacred  ties  known 
to  the  world  ;^'  the  general  con- 
gress of  the  United  Provinces,  to 
whom  this  declaration  was  trans- 
mitted, could  not  without  injus- 
tice to  itself^  abstain  firom  tbo  ex- 
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ercise  of  a  right  which  was  always 
indisputable,  nor  leave  to  their 
fate,  at  the  mercy  of  events,  an 
armed,  courageous,  and  exaspe- 
rated population,  capable  of  pro- 
ceeding to  all  extremities  in  de- 
fence of  their  rights. 

On  this  account  it  was,  that  at 
the  sitting  of  the  25th  of  October 
last,  the  congress  decreed  thus : 
^^  In  conformity  with  the  general 
and  constant  wish  of  the  provinces 
of  the  state,  and  that  which  the 
oriental  provinces  has  deliberately 
repeated,  by  the  legitimate  organ 
of  its  representatives  in  the  law  of 
the  25th  of  August  of  the  present 
year,  the  congress,  in  the  name  of 
the  communities  which  it  repre- 
sents, declares  the  said  province 
to  be  re-incorporated  in  fact  with 
the  republic  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces of  Rio  de  la  Plata^  to  which 
it  has  of  right  belonged,  and  de- 
sires to  belong. '' 

By  this  solemn  declaration,  the 
general  government  is  pledged  to 
provide  for  the  defence  and  secu- 
rity of  the  eastern  province.  It 
will  fliliil  this  pledge  by  aU  the 
means  in  its  power,  and  by  the 
same  will  expedite  the  evacuation 
of  the  only  two  military  posts  which 
are  still  held  by  the  troops  of  his 
imperial  majesty. 

The  undersigned  is  at  the  same 
time  authorised  to  declare,  that,  in 


this  new  situation,  the  government 
of  the  United  Provinces  retains 
the  same  spirit  of  moderation  and 
justice  that  has  served  as  the  basis 
of  its  policy,  and  gui^^  the  en- 
deavors which  it  has  heretofore 
made  in  vain,  to  obtain  restitutioQ 
of  the  oriental  province  by  arnica- 
'ble  negotiation,  a  spirit  of  which 
it  will  give  fresh  proofe  as  often  as 
its  dignity  will  allow  it  so  to  do. 
In  any  event,  it  will  strike  only  in 
self  defence,  and  to  recover  the 
occupied  posts ;  its  aim  being  sim* 
ply  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the 
territory  of  the  United  ProvinoeSi 
and  solenmly  guaranty  for  the  fii* 
ture,  inviolab&ty  of  their  limits 
against  force  or  seduetion. 

Under  such  circumstances,  and 
after  having  made  known  to  your 
excellency  the  intentions  and  wish- 
es  of  the  government  of  the  Uni- 
ted Provinces  of  Rio  de  la  Plata, 
it  remains  for  the  undersigned  to 
add  that  the  establishment  of  a 
peace,  exceedingly  precious  for 
the  contiguous  states,  and  eveo 
for  the  whole  continent,  will  de- 
pend solely  on  the  will  of  his  im- 
perial majesty. 

The  undersigned  salutes  your 
excellency. 

Manuel  J.  Gabcia. 
To  the  Minister  of  Foreigii 

Affairs  of  the  Empire  of 

Brazil. 
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BRAZIL. 

mo  de  Rio  de  Janeiro^'*  of  Dee,  27,  cantams  ihefoOowmg  de- 
cree or  Declaration  of  War^  hy  the  Emperor. 

iremment  of  the  United    Lord !  that  thou  consentest  that 


I  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  ha- 
imitted  acts  of  hostility 
lis  empire  without  provo- 
previous  formal  declara- 
ir,  rejecting  thus  the  forms 
d  among  civilized  nations, 
-ed  by  the  dignity  of  the 
people,  and  the  rank  which 

0  us  among  powers,  that 
beard  my  council  of  state, 
elare,  as  I  now  do,  WAR. 
le  said  provinces  and  their 
int ;  directing  that  by  sea 

all  possible  hostilities  be 
pon  them  ;  authorising 
naments  as  my  subjects 
se  to  use  against  that  na- 
claring  that  all  captures 
of  whatever  nature,  shall 
tirely  to  the  captors,  with- 
ieduction  in  favor  of  the 
«9ury.  [Follows  the  re- 
br  the  publication  and  dis- 
of  the  decree.] 

1  Janeiro,  10th  December, 
»urth  year  of  the  indepen- 
d  the  empire. 


PROCLAMATION, 

utfesty^  Don  Pepso  1«<, 
r  of  the  Brazils,  given  at 
qfEiRo,  at  the  review  on 
hrf  November^  1826. 
'  companions. — What  a 
glory  is  now  opened! 
rould  be  the  soldier  who 
t  hasten  to  it  ?  What 
,  of  even  in  the  most  dis- 
incc,  would  not  wish  to 
lis  promises,  the  existence 
>narchy,  and  the  integrity 
lossal  empire,  which  once 
d  the  whole  known  world. 
t  be  possible,  O !  eternal 


the  rebels  should  triumph  over  an 
empire  of  the  holy  cross  ?  No^ 
thou  art  not  unjust. 

Fear  nothing,  then,  fellow-com- 
panions, assisted  by  the  hand  of 
our  Lord — nor  lose  a  moment  of 
time,  to  take  up  your  arms  against 
the  enemy  of  the  empire ! 

Or  are  we,  perhaps,  not  the 
same  Brazilians  who  declared  the 
independence  ?  Separating,  could 
we  be  the  same  who  fought  once 
against  the  Portuguese,  and  drove 
from  our  territory  14,000  of  their 
troops  ?  We  are  the  same,  and,  if 
possible,  still  more  valiant  and  more 
enterprising ! 

Let  us  prove,  then,  fellow-com* 
panions,  that  we  have  not  left  off 
to  be  Brazihans,  when  appearing 
in  the  battle,  and  that  the  19  im* 
penal  stars  shall  always  exist  uni* 
ted. 

The  province  of  Rio  Grande 
wants  help  which  animates  its  in- 
habitants, which  assists  them  and 
which  shows  them,  that  in  their 
sovereign  they  have  a  wise,  care* 
fill,  and  loving  father,  who  looks 
out  to  protect  them  against  the 
horrors,  which,  as  he  thinks,  hang 
over  them  like  a  showery  cloud. 

What  greater  glory  can  there  be 
for  a  soldier  than  to  show  himself 
useful  to  his  country,  and  to  ride 
his  life  for  it!  WiU  not  the  re* 
venger  of  the  national  honor  still 
be  blest  by  the  following  genera- 
tion ? 

Do  not  think,  fellow-compa- 
nions, that  I  speak  to  you  to  en- 
thusiast you — no,  enthusiasm  is 
bom  with  a  Brazilian  soldier,  and 
that  is  his  staff!    No,  I  qpeak  to 
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you  to  make  known  the  necessity 
which  obliges  me,  if  even  with  all 
the  feelings  of  my  imperial  heart, 
to  separate  some  of  you  from  your 
families,  and  from  me  who  loves 
you  so  much ! 


Let  us  go  then,  feilow-compa- 

nions,  the  national  honor,  which  is 

offended,  calls — and  the  world  will 

say — long  live  the  Bra2niian  troops. 

(Signed)  Extebob. 


Tbeaty  made  between  his  imperial  majesty  and  his  most  faitl^  ma- 
jesty^ an  the  recognition  of  the  empire  if  Brazil,  Avkgus^  29,  1825, 
axkd  ratified  by  his  imperial  majesty  the  day  after, 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  HOLY  AND  INDIVISIBLE  TKIMTY. 


His  most  faithful  majesty,  con- 
stantly cherishing  in  liis  royal  mind 
the  most  lively  wishes  to  re-esta- 
blish peace,  friendship  and  harmo- 
ny between  kindred  nations,  whom 
the  most  sacred  ties  should  concili- 
ate and  unite  in  perpetual  alliance ; 
to  accomplish  those  important  ends, 
promote  general  prosperity,  assure 
political  existence,  and  the  future 
destinies  of  Portugal  as  weU  as 
Brazil ;  and  desirous  of  removing 
at  once,  all  obstacles  which  might 
impede  t}\e  said  alliance,  concord, 
and  happiness  of  both  states,  by 
his  decree,  (diploma,)  of  the  13th 
May  of  the  current  year,  recog- 
nizes Brazil  as  an  independent 
empire,  and  separated  from  the 
kingdoms  of  Portugal  and  Al- 
garves,  and  his  pre-eminently  be- 
loved and  valued  son  Don  Pedro^ 
as  emperor,  and  freely  ceding  and 
transferring  the  sovereignty  of  tlie 
said  empire  to  his  said  son,  and  his 
legitimate  successors,  and  taking 
only  and  reserving  for  his  own  per- 
son the  same  title. 

And  these  august  sovereigns  ac- 
cepting the  mediation  of  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty  for  the  adjustment 
of  every  question  incident  to  the 
separation  of  the  two  states,  have 
nominated  plenipotentiaries  ;  to 
wit :  (Here  follow  the  names  and 
titles  of  the  plenipotentiaries  nomi- 


nated  by  his   imperial   niajestj.) 

His  most  faithful  majesty  has 
nominated  the  most  illostrious  aad 
excellent  knight,  sir  Charles  Ste- 
orf,  privy  councillor  of  his  Britannic 
majesty,  &c. 

And  the  said  plenipotentiaries 
having  seen  and  exchanged  their 
respective  powers,  have  agreed,  in 
conformity  with  the  principles  ex- 
pressed in  this  preamble,  that  the 
present  treaty  be  formed. 

Article  1st.  His  most  &ithfiil 
majesty  recognizes  Brazil  as  an 
independent  empire,  and  separated 
from  the  kingdoms  of  Portugal  and 
Akfarves,  and  his  pre-eDunenth 
beloved  and  valued  son  ■#empi^ 
ror,  ceding,  and  of  his  free  wiD 
transferring,  the  sovereignty  of  die 
said  empire  to  his  said  son  and  his 
legitimate  successors,  his  feithfid 
majesty  taking  only,  and  reserving 
for  his  own  person,  the  same  tide. 

Art.  2d.  His  imperial  majestir, 
as  an  acknowledgement  of  respect 
and  love  for  his  august  father  and 
lord,  Don  John  VI.,  consents  that 
his  most  faithful  majesty  shall  tafco 
for  himself  the  title  of  emperor. 

Art.  3d.  His  imperial  majestj 
promises  not  to  admit  propositions 
from  any  Portuguese  colonies  to 
unite  themselves  to  the  empire  of 
Brazil. 

Art.  4th.  Henceforth,  there  sfaiiD 
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be  peace  and  alliance,  and  the  most 
perfect  friendship  between  the  em- 
pire of  Brazil  and  the  kingdoms  of 
Portugal  and  Algarves^with  a  com- 
plete oblivion  of  past  tends  between 
the  respective  powers. 

Art.  5th.  The  subjects  of  the  two 
nations,  Brazillian  and  Portuguese, 
shall  be  considered  and  treated  in 
the  respective  states,  as  those  of 
the  most  favored  and  friendly  na- 
tion, and  their  rights  and  property 
shall  be  religiously  observed  and 
protected,  it  remaining  understood 
that  the  actual  possessors  of  real 
estates  shall  be  maintained  in  the 
peaceful  possession  of  the  same. 

Art.  6th.  All  real  or  moveable 
property,  or  property  in  funds,  se- 
questered or  confiscated,  belong- 
ing to  the  subjects  of  the  two 
sovereigns  of  Brazil  and  Portugal, 
shall  be  forthwith  restored,  as  well 
as  their  past  revenues,  the  expenses 
of  administration  be  deducted,  or 
their  owners  reciprocally  indemni- 
fied in  the  manner  specified  in  the 
8tb  article. 

Art.  7th.  All  vessel^  and  cargoes 
seized,  belonging  to  the  subjects  of 
the  two  sovereigns,  shall  be  in  like 
sort  restored,  or  their  owners  in- 
demnified. 

Art.  8th.  A  commission,  nomi- 
nated by  the  two  governments, 
composed  of  Brazilians  and  Portu- 
guese in  equal  numbers,  and  esta- 
blished where  the  respective  go- 
vernments shall  deem  most  conve- 
nient, shaU  be  charged  with  inve- 
stigating the  matters  of  the  sixth 
and  seventh  articles ;   it  being  un* 


derstood  that  the  claims  shall  be 
preferred  within  the  term  of  a  year 
fj'om  the  formation  of  the  commis- 
sion, and  that  in  case  of  an  equal 
division  in  opinion,  the  point  sliall 
be  decided  by  the  representative  of 
the  mediating  sovereign.  Both  go- 
vernments wiU  designate  the  funds 
from  which  the  first  claims  liqui* 
dated  are  to  be  paid. 

Art.  9th.  All  the  public  demands 
or  reclamations  of  government  on 
government,  shall  be  mutually  re- 
ceived and  decided,  either  with 
restitution  of  the  objects  claimed, 
or  with  indemnity  of  the  precise 
amount.  For  the  adjustment  of 
such  claims,  both  the  high  con- 
tracting parties  agree  to  conclude 
a  direct  and  special  convention. 

Art.  10th.  The  relations  of  com- 
merce shall  be  immediately  re-esta* 
blished  between  the  two  nations, 
the  Brazilians  and  Portuguese ;  all 
merchandise  paying  reciprocally 
fifleen  per  cent,  in  duties  of  con- 
sumption provisionally  ;  the  duties 
on  exportation  and  re-exportation 
remaining  as  before  the  separation. 
Art.  11.  Ratificationsof  the  pre- 
sent treaty  shall  l)e  exchanged  in 
the  city  of  Lisbon  within  the  space 
of  five  months,  or  sooner,  if  pos- 
sible, computed  from  the  day  of 
signing  the  present  treaty. 

In  testimony  of  which,  we,  the 
undersigned  plenipotentiaries,  &c. 

CuARLEs  Stuart. 

Lriz  JozE  De  Carvalhoe  Mellow 

Baram  De  Santo  Amaro. 

Francisco  Vilella  Barbosa. 
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Speech  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  qf  Bbazil,  delwered  in  the  Senalt 
Chamber^  on  the  6th  of  May^  1826,  at  the  opening  of  the  NaiUmaJ 
Aesembly, 

August  and  most  dignified  Bep-  owe  much  to  Brazil,  and  who  are 

resentatives  of  the   Brazilian  na-  now  aided  by  th^  governmeDt  of 

Hon — For  the  second  time  1  have  Buenos  Ayres,  which   is  actually 

the  pleasure  of  presenting  myself  struggling  against  us. 

before  you,  at  the  opening  of  the  'Vhe    national    honor    demands 

national  assembly.     1  infinitely  re-  that  the  Cisplatina  province  should 


gret  that  it  has  not  been  opened  on 
the  day  marked  out  by  the  consti- 
tution, aAer  the  government  had 
contributed  on  its  part  as  far  as  it 


be  sustained,  for  the  integrity  of 
the  empire  is  sworn  to. 

On  the  1 5th  November  of  last 
year,  tlie  independence  of  Brazil 


could  to  avoid  a  postponement  of    was  recognized  by  my  august  fii- 


the  law. 

On  the  12th  November,  1823,  I 
dissolved  the  constituent  assem- 
bly, painful  as  it  was,  and  from 
motives  which  are  not  unknown  to 
you.  I,  at  the  same  time,  pro- 
mised the  project  of  a  constitu- 
tion ;  this  was  accepted,  and 
sworn  to,  and  this  day  it  is  the  po- 
litical constitution  which  reigns  in 
this  empire,  and  in  virtue  of  which 
this  assembly  is  re- united. 

The  harmony  which  it  is  desired 
should  exist  among  political  de- 
partments, prevails  in  this  consti- 
tution in  the  best  possible  manner. 
The  whole  empire  is  tranquil,  ex- 
cept the  province  of  Cisplatina. 
The  continuation  of  this  quiet, 
the  necessity  of  tlie  constitutional 
system,  and  the  desire  which  I 
have  that  the  empire  be  governed 
by  it,  point  at  the  harmony  that 
should  guide  the  senate  and  the 
chamber  of  deputies,  and  also  the 
government  and  both  chambers  ; 
and  that  all  may  be  persuaded  that 
revolutions  are  not  the  fruit  of  this 
system,  but  of  those  persons  who, 
under  its  shade,  seek  to  put  in  prac- 
tice their  own  private  ends. 

The  Cisplatina  province,  as  I 
have  ahready  said,  is  tlie  only  one 
not  in  a  state  of  quiet,  for  there 
have  revolted  ungrntoful  men.  who 


ther,  Don  John  the  sixth,  of  glo- 
rious memory,  which  was  followed 
by  that  of  Austria,  England,  Swe- 
den, and  France,  the  same  haviog 
been  done  long  before  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America. 

On  the  24th  April,  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  the  anniversary  of  the 
embarkation  of  my  father,  Don 
John  sixtli,  for  Portugal,  I  received 
the  unfortunate  and  unexpected 
intelligence  of  his  death. 

The  most  poignant  pain  has  pos- 
sessed my  heart.  Finding  m^eU^ 
when  least  expected,  the  legitimate 
king  of  Portugal,  Algarves,  tnd 
their  dominions,  the  course  which 
I  ought  to  pursue  is  presented  to 
roe  suddenly.  Grief  and  the  sense 
of  duty  alternately  occupying  my 
soul ;  but  putting  all  other  consi- 
derations aside,  I  look  to  the  inte- 
rests of  Brazil.  Attending  to  my 
word,  I  shaU  sustain  my  honor ;  I 
am  free  to  congratulate  Portugal ; 
and  it  would  be  indecorous  of  me 
not  to  do  so.  What  would  not  be 
the  affliction  tormcniitinir  my  md 
when  seeking  the  congratulatioos 
of  the  Portuguese  nation,  without 
offending  the  Brazilian,  and  of  a^ 
parating  them,  (although  abeidf 
separated,)  that  they  should  neter 
again  be  united ! 

I  have  confirmed  the  reifcncyio 
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Portugal,  which  my  father  had 
created.  I  have  given  an  amnes- 
ty. I  have  given  a  constitution. 
1  have  abdicated  and  ceded  all  the 
indisputable  and  irrefragible  rights 
which  belonged  to  tlie  monarchi- 
cal crown  of  Portugal,  and  the 
sovereignty  of  those  kingdoms,  to 
the  person  of  my  much  beloved 
and  dear  daughter,  the  princess 
Donna  Maria  da  Gloria^  now 
Donna  Maria  the  second^  queen 
of  Portugal.  This  was  proper 
for  my  honor  and  the  good  of 
Brazil.  Thus  some  Brazilians, 
though  incredulous,  will  know, 
(what  they  ought  to  have  known,) 
that  the  interests  of  Brazil,  and 
the  love  of  her  independence,  are 
strong  in  me ;  that  I  have  abdi- 
cated the  crown  of  the  Portuguese 
monarchy,  which  by  indisputable 
right  belonged  to  me,  only  because 
at  a  future  day  it  might  not  com- 
promit  the  interests  of  Brazil,  of 
which  I  am  the  perpetual  defender. 
It  will  merit  your  most  sedulous 
care  to  provide  for  tlie  education 
of  the  youth  of  both  sexes,  for  the 
public  revenue,  all  other  public  es- 


tablishments, and  first  of  all,  the 
formation  of  judicious  laws,  as 
well  as  the  repeal  of  others  di- 
rectly opposed  to  the  constitution, 
that  by  this  we  may  be  guided  and 
exactly  regulated.  The  most  part 
of  the  senators  and  deputies,  who 
compose  this  assembly,  must  well 
recollect  the  evils  which  some  na- 
tions have  suffered  from  a  want  of 
that  respect  due  to  the  constituted 
authorities,  when  these  have  been 
attacked  and  menaced,  instead  of 
being  proceeded  against  according 
to  law  and  universal  justice. 

I  well  know  that  these,  my  re- 
flections, are  not  necessary  before 
this  asijenibly,  composed  as  it  is 
of  such  dignified  senators  and  de- 
puties ;  but  they  will  serve  as  an 
assurance  of  the  zeal,  love,  and  in- 
terest which  I  really  take  in  the 
Brazilian  empire,  and  in  the  obser- 
vance of  its  constitution.  Much 
more  could  I  recommend  to  you, 
but  I  deem  it  unnecessary  on  my 
part. 

Constitutional  Emperor, 
And  perpetual  defender  of  BrazQ, 


The  CnEVAUER  de  G.uieiro  to  Mr.  Hvrtado. 


[translation.] 

Park  Cr^M- m.  iOt^i  Otioher.  1825. 

Sir — I  fulfil  to  day,  a  very  agree- 
able duty,  in  announcing  to  you, 
that  the  emperor,  my  master,  to 
whom  I  made  known  the  note  which 
you  addressed  to  me  on  the  7th  June 
last,  has  been  pleased  to  accept  the 
formal  invitation  which  the  govern- 
ment of  Colombia  gave  to  him ;  that 
Brazil  should  join  the  other  states  of 
America  about  to  assemble  at  Pa- 
nama, to  arrange  in  common  their 
mutual  relations,  and  fix  their  re- 
spective political  and  commercial 
8yRtem. 


The  policy  of  the  emperor  is  so 
generous  and  benevolent,  that  he 
will  always  be  ready  to  contribute 
to  the  repose,  the  happiness  and  the 
glory  of  America.  And  as  soon  as 
the  negotiation  relative  to  the  re- 
recognition  of  the  empire  shall  be 
honorablv  terminated  at  Rio  de  Ja- 
neiro,  he  will  send  a  plenipotentiary 
to  the  congress,  to  take  part  in  the 
deliberations  of  general  interest 
which  shall  be  compatible  with  the 
strict  neutrality  which  he  observes 
between  the  belligerent  state  of 
America  and  Spain. 

Such,  sir,  is  the  answer  which  I 
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am  to  make  you,  adding  that  the 
emperor  appreciates  the  friendship 
of  the  Colombian  government,  and 
it  will  give  him  pleasure  to  cultivate 
it.  Happy  to  be  the  orsfan  of  the 
sentiments  of  my  aui^ust  master,  I 
pray  you  to  accept  the  renewed  as- 
surances of  the  high  consideration 


with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  most  humble  and  obedient 

servant, 

I'liK  Chevalieb  de  Gameiio. 

His  ExceUencjf^  Mr.  IIubtado, 
MinisUr  Plenipoteniiar^  ^  the 
Republic  of  Colombia^  London, 

J.  M.  GoMERiA,  Secretary  of  L^gatioo. 


CHILI. 

Exposition  made  by  a  majority  of  the  CinLiAX  Congress^  of  the  causa 

that  induced  its  dissolution. 


The  respect  due  to  the  opinions 
of  men,  and  the  responsibility  of 
the  high  trust  of  representing  the 
rights  of  the  people,  oblige  the 
undersigned  to  publish  their  rea- 
sons for  the  communication  made 
to  the  executive  on  the  loth  in- 
stant. 

We  make  this  representation, 
for  the  benefit  of  those  citizens  of 
the  republic,  who  did  not  witness 
the  disgraceful  scenes  on  the  nights 
of  the  1 2th,  13th,  14th,  and  15th. 

This  capital,  which  has  been  the 
theatre  of  these  occurrences,  would 
excuse  us  the  labor.  It  was  as  sen- 
sible as  ourselves,  of  the  necessi- 
ty of  arresting  a  disorder  which 
threatened  the  utmost  excesses. 
Our  interference,  operating  with 
it3  wishes,  restored  tranquillity  to 
the  place,  and  dispelled  firom  the 
imagination  of  the  citizens,  the 
frightful  image  of  a  revolution 
whicli  had  already  broke  fortli. 
Armed  citizens,  at  the  bar  of  con- 
gress, shouting  tumultuously,  others 
outside,  invoking  the  omnipotence 
of  the  people,  and  clamors  within 
the  liall,  for  the  expulsion  of  a 
member  who  had  addressed  the 
citizens  in  a  manner  unpleasant  to 
them,  were  circumstances,  consi- 
dered by  men  enlightened  by  ex- 


perience or  history,  as  the  flash 
preceding  the  bolt,  or  rather  as  an- 
archy fully  exhibited.  There  were 
only  wanting  tribunes  of  the  peo- 
ple demanding  their  victims,  and 
that  the  national  legislature  should 
find  them  guilty  of  crime. 

The  sanctuary  of  law  being  pro- 
faned, and  the  majesty  of  the  peo- 
ple being  violated  in  the  persons  of 
their  representatives,  many  of  the 
subscribing  deputies  requested  of 
the  president  a  full  and  extraordi- 
nary meeting  of  the  house,  to  con- 
sider upon  the  suspension  of  its 
sessions. 

'Jlie  incidents  of  previous  nights 
made  precautions  absolutely  neces- 
sary. The  house,  from  this  consi- 
deration, resolved  to  meet  in  se 
cret  session :  but  their  deliberations 
were  interrupted  by  a  body  of  peo- 
ple, who  thronged  to  the  doorv  of 
the  congress,  with  threats  and  vo- 
ciferations. 

The  house  adjourned  till  10 
o^clock  of  the  next  morning,  and 
directed  the  principal  doors  to  be 
kept  closed,  that  the  hall  might  not 
be  occupied  by  anticipation.  Tke 
disorder  without,  was  less  alarmi^; 
during  the  session,  but  the  like  sp- 
rit seemed  to  have  penetrated  the 
hall  itself.    We  may  be  permitted. 
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in  honor  to  tlie  country,  to  pass  si- 
lently the  occurrcDces  which  took 
place  within  the  house  on  that  day. 
They  were  such,  that  the  under- 
signed, abandoning  all  hope  of  a 
central  assembly,  declared  their 
absolute  separation,  and  retired  to 
communicate  it  to  their  constitu- 
ents, and  resolved,  unanimously, 
to  notify  the  executive,  recom- 
mending to  him  the  pubhc  peace, 
so  greatly  disturbed. 

Our  object  in  this  short  exposi- 
tion, is  to  prevent  the  astonishment 
of  those  who,  without  a  knowledge 
of  the  facts,  have  been  apprised  of 
the  dissolution  of  the  congress. 


We  believe  that  honorable  men 
will  appreciate  our  motives,  and 
approve  a  beneficial  resolution. 

Our  regret  is  sincere,  that  the 
legislature  has  lefl  the  republic  un- 
provided with  important  laws.  We 
are,  however,  consoled  with  the  re* 
flection,  that  the  government  will 
speedily  restore  the  representation, 
and  that  the  people  will  be  con- 
vinced, notwithstanding  the  un- 
fortunate results  of  former  con^ 
gresses,  that  they  are  the  only 
source  of  felicity  to  the  republic. 
Signed  by  nineteen  dejnities. 

Santiago,  May  16, 1825. 


CENTRAL   AMERICA. 
Abolishment  of  Slavery. 


The  general  assembly  of  the 
United  Provinces  of  Central  Ame- 
rica, conceiving  that  the  system  of 
government  adopted  by  this  repub- 
lic, would  differ  in  nothing  from 
that  heretofore  imposed  by  Spain, 
were  not  the  principles  of  liberty, 
cquahty,  and  justice,  to  be  extended 
to  every  citizen  of  these  states ;  and 
believing  that  it  would  be  unjust  in 
a  free  government  to  suffer  a  portion 
of  our  fellow  men  to  remain  in  sla- 
very, and  not  to  restore  them  to 
their  natural  condition,  the  posses- 
sion of  liberty,  and  wishing  at  the 
same  time  to  indemnify  the  owners 
of  slaves  for  their  emancipation,  has 
passed  the  following  decree : — 

1.  From  the  publication  of  tliis 
law,  all  slaves,  of  every  age  and  sex, 
in  every  part  of  the  confederated 
states  of  Central  America,  shall  be 
free ;  and,  hereafler,  shall  no  per- 
sons be  born  slaves. 

2.  No  person  born  or  naturalized 
in  these  states,  shall  hold  another  in 
slavery  under  any  pretext,  nor  traf- 


fic in  slaves  within,  or  out  of  these 
states.  In  the  first  case,  the  slaves 
shall  become  free ;  and  in  both,  the 
trader  shall  loose  the  rights  of  citi- 
zenship. 

3.  No  foreigner  engaged  in  this 
traffic,  shall  be  admitted  within 
these  states. 

4.  The  regulations  and  orders  of 
the  Spanish  government,  giving 
freedom  to  those  slaves  who  shall 
escape  to  these  states  from  others,, 
to  regain  their  liberty,  shall  be  pre- 
served in  force ;  observing,  howev- 
er, the  stipulations  on  this  subject, 
by  public  treaties. 

5.  Each  province  of  the  confed- 
deration,  respectfully,  shall  indem- 
nify the  owners  of  the  slaves,  afler 
the  following  manner : 

"  ] .  The  owners  of  slaves  under 
twelve  years,  who  may  claim  in- 
demnity for  the  parents  of  these 
slaves,  shall  have  no  claim  on  ac* 
count  of  their  emancipation.  If  in- 
demnity be  made  for  the  father  or 
mother  alone,  of  the  said  slavey 
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they  shall  be  paid  for,  at  half  tlicir 
just  valuation.  Persons,  who  may 
have  liberated  the  parents  of  such 
slaves  under  twelve  years,  shall  be 
indemnified  for  thcni^  at  tlieir  full 
value.  Those  who  shall  have  ac- 
quired such  slaves  by  purchase, 
shall  receive  indemnity  for  tliem,  at 
their  proper  value,  as  for  slaves 
above  twelve  years  of  age. 

'^  2,  For  slaves  above  the  age  of 
twelve  years,  indemnity  shall  be 
made  as  provided  by  regulations  to 
be  formed  for  this  object. 

"  3.  No  indemnity  shall  be  al- 
lowed for  slaves  above  fifly  years 
of  age." 

6.  In  every  province,  a  fund  shall 
be  created  from  duties  to  be  impo- 
sed for  the  special  purpose  of  indem- 


nifying the  owners  of  slaves.  The 
collection  and  management  of  these 
funds  shall  belong  to  the  jvMia  of 
indemnification  which  shall  be  es- 
tablished in  each  province,  under 
tlie  regulations  to  be  enacted. 

7.  Every  owner  of  slaves,  who, 
afler  the  publication  of  this  law,  at 
the  place  or  town  where  they  reside, 
shall  compel  them  to  any  service, 
or  shall  prevent  them  from  applying 
to  tiic  nearest  municipality  of  their 
document  of  liberation,  shall  be 
tried  and  punished,  as  provided  f<ff 
in  the  case  of  those  who  conspire 
against  personal  liberty  ;  and  they 
shall,  moreover,  be  subjected  to  the 
loss  of  the  indemnity  for  the  value 
of  the  slave,  who  sliall  be  so  treated. 


HAYTl. 


Proclamation  of  John  Pierre 

A  long  oppression  had  borne 
down  Hayti :  Your  courage,  and 
your  heroic  efforts  raised  her, 
twenty  years  since,  from  degrada- 
tion to  the  rank  of  independent 
nations.  But  your  glory  demand- 
ed one  other  triumph.  The  ^>ench 
flag,  coming  this  day  to  salute  the 
land  of  liberty,  consecrates  the  le- 
gitimacy of  your  emancipation.  It 
was  reserved  to  the  monarch  of 
France,  not  less  religious  than 
great,  to  signalize  his  advance- 
ment to  the  crown  by  an  act  of 
justice,  which  at  once  adds  bril- 
hancy  to  the  throne  from  whence 
it  emanates,  and  to  the  nation 
which  is  its  object. 

Hayticns!  A  special  ordinance 
of  his  majesty,  Charles  X.,  dated 
17th  April  last,  recognizes  the  full 
and  entire  independence  of  your 
government.  This  authentic  act, 
hy  adding  the  formality  of  law  to 


BoYER,  President  ^  Hayti. 

the  political  existence  which  yoa 
have  already  acquired,-  wnll  give 
you  that  rank  in  the  world,  in 
which  you  have  been  placed,  and 
to  which  Divine  Providence  ciDb 
you. 

Citizens !  Commerce  and  agii* 
culture  will  now  be  greatly  extend- 
ed. The  arts  and  sciences,  which 
rejoice  in  peace,  will  be  highly  im- 
proved, to  embellish  your  new  sitii- 
ation  with  all  the  benefits  c^  civili- 
zation. Continue,  by  your  attach- 
ment to  national  institutions,  and 
above  all,  to  your  union,  to  he  the 
terror  of  those  who  would  desire 
to  disturb  you  in  the  just  and 
peaceable  enjoyment  of  your  righti. 

Soldiers!  You  have  merited  wd 
of  your  country.  Under  all  Gi^ 
cumstances,  you  have  been  readf 
to  combat  for  her  defence.  Tte 
fidelity  of  which  you  have  given  lo 
many  proo^  to  the  commander  <^ 
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the  nation,  is  the  most  glorious  re- 
compense for  his  constant  solici- 
tude for  the  prosperity  and  glory 
of  the  republic. 

Haytiens!  Show  yourselves  wor- 
thy of  the  honorable  place  which 
you  occupy  amongst  the  nations  of 
the  earth.  More  happy  than  your 
fathers,  who  left  you  only  the  legacy 
of  an  awful  fate,  you  shall  bequeath 
to  your  posterity  the  most  glorious 
heritage  which  they  can  desire — 


internal    harmony,    and    external 

peace,  a  flourishing  and  respected 

country. 

Live  forever,  liberty,  liberty ! 
Live  forever  indei>endence ! 

Given  at  the  national  palace,  Port- 
au-Prince,  11th  July,  1825,  and 
twenty-second  year  of  indepen- 
dence. 

BoTER,  President. 

B.  Inginac,  Secretary  General. 


IsiomcEfram  the  Office  of  the  Siscretary  General  of  Hayti. 


The  government  of  the  repub- 
lic, in  offering  an  asylum  to  the 
African  descendants  who  exist  in 
the  United  States  deprived  of  all 
civil  rights,  did  it  not  so  much  for 
its  own  as  for  that  of  this  oppress- 
ed people.  Its  munificence,  in- 
deed, has  extended  not  only  to  the 
encouragement  of  emigration  to 
Hayti,  but  the  entire  expense  of  it 
has  also  been  defrayed. 

It  was  not,  therefore,  to  have 
been  expected,  that  a  base  specu- 
lation would  have  been  made  of 
the  transportation  of  emigrants  to 
Hayti  from  the  United  States,  and 
that  among  captains  of  vessels,  as 
well  as  among  the  emigrants  them- 
selves, there  would  have  been  found 
persons  so  demorahzed  as  to  vio- 
late their  good  faith.  Yet  it  can- 
not be  denied,  that  captains,  not 
satisfied  with  having  persuaded 
emigrants  who  had  settled  in  the 
republic,  to  return  to  the  United 
States,  have  even  shared  with  them 
the  profits  of  the  speculation. 

How  many  persons  have  been 
known  to  have  demanded  the 
means  of  returning  before  they 
had  scarcely  debarked,  and  before 
the  expiration  of  the  four  months 
for  which  rations  had  been  granted 


by  the  state  ?  Were  it  necessary 
to  oflcr  new  proo&  of  the  concert 
of  a  large  number  of  emigrants 
with  captains  of  vessels,  we  would 
state,  that  several  famihes,  which 
arrived  in  the  Ohve  Branch,  on  the 
4th  inst.  demanded  their  permis- 
sion to  return  three  days  afler  they 
had  landed.  These  emigrants  are 
so  completely  destitute,  as  to  re- 
quire that  the  republic  should  pay, 
not  only  the  expense  of  their  pas- 
sage, but  also  that  of  their  removal 
from  the  interior  to  the  ports  of 
the  United  States  where  they  em- 
bark. How  then  could  this  spe- 
culation take  place,  were  not 
these  emigrants  interested  in  the 
scheme  ? 

Wishing,  therefore,  to  suppress 
this  fraudulent  practice,  which 
draws  considerably  from  the  pub- 
lic treasury  without  accomplishing 
the  object  proposed,  all  captains  of 
United  ^;tates  vessels,  and  others, 
who  shall  convey  emigrants  to 
Hayti,  are  hereby  notified,  that  the 
government  of  the  republic  will 
not  defray  any  expense  for  the  pas- 
sages of  said  emigrants  afler  the 
15th  June,  1825. 

The  emigration  societies  that 
have  been  formed  in  the  United 


150] 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  182a-i>. 


States,  arc  also  notified,  that  after 
the  above  date,  no  allowance  will 
be  made  to  them  by  the  govern- 
ment for  any  aid  rendered  to  emi- 
grants ;  and  that,  hereafter,  they 
will  only  be  entitled  to  four  months' 
provisions,  and  a  lot  of  ground  for 


cultivation,  the  property  of  wkidi 
they  may  acquire,  after  having  paid 
it^  value. 

By  authority.     B.  Ixoikac, 
Secretary  CicntraL 

Tui  t-au-rrinco,  Aj^ril  12,  1825. 


EUROPE. 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 


Speech  qf  the  Knfo 

My  lords  and  gentlemen — Wo 
are  commanded  by  his  majesty  to 
express  to  you  the  gratification 
which  his  majesty  derives  from 
the  continuance  and  progressive 
increase  of  that  public  prosperity 
upon  which  his  majesty  congratu- 
lated you  at  the  opening  of  the  last 
session  of  parhament. 

There  never  was  a  period  in  the 
history  of  this  country,  when  all  the 
great  interests  of  the  nation  were, 
at  tlie  same  time,  in  so  thriving  a 
condition,  or  when  a  feeling  of 
content  and  satisfaction  was  more 
widely  diiiused  throughout  all  class- 
es of  the  British  people. 

It  is  no  small  addition  to  the 
gratification  of  his  majesty,  that 
Ireland  is  participating  in  the  ge- 
neral prosperity. 

The  outrages,  for  the  suppress- 
ion of  which  extraordinary  powers 
were  confided  to  his  majesty,  have 
80  far  ceased,  as  to  warrant  the 
suspension  of  the  exercise  of  those 
powers  in  most  of  the  districts 
heretofore  disturbed. 

Industry  and  commercial  enter- 
prise are  extending  themselves  in 
that  part  of  the  united  kingdom. 

It  is,  therefore,  more  to  be  re- 
greted,  that  associations  should 
exist  in  Ireland,  which  have  adopt- 


to  the  Pabliament. 

ed  proceedings  irreconcileable  witli 
the  spirit  of  the  constitotion,  aod 
calculated,  by  exciting  alarm  and 
by  exasperating  animosities,  to  eo* 
danger  tlie  }>eace  of  society,  and 
retard  the  course  of  national  im- 
provement. 

His  majesty  relies  upon  ytm 
wisdom  to  consider,  without  delar, 
the  means  of  applying  a  remedy  to 
this  evil. 

His  majosty  further  recommends 
to  yoa,'  the  renewal  of  the  inquiries, 
instituted  last  session,  into  the  state 
of  Ireland. 

His  majesty  has  seen,  with  I^ 
gret,  the  interruption  of  tranquillity 
in  India,  by  the  unprovoked  ag- 
gression and  extravagant  preteo- 
sions  of  the  Burmese  goverDmeot, 
which  rendered  hostile  operations, 
against  that  state,  unavoidable. 

It  is,  however,  satisfactory  lo 
find,  that  none  of  the  othfir  natife 
powders  have  manifested  any  as- 
friendly  disposition,  and  that  the 
bravery  and  conduct  di^layed  bf 
tlie  forces  already  employed  againct 
the  enemy,  afibrd  the  most  favoft- 
ble  prospect  of  a  successful  lenai- 
nation  of  the  contest. 

Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons— His  majesty  has  directed  us 
to  inform  vou,  thatthecstiinatrsof 
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the  3'car  will  be,  forthwith,  laid  be- 
fore you. 

The  state  of  his  majesty's  Indian 
possessions,  and  circumstances  con- 
nected with  otlier  pajis  of  his  ma- 
jesty's foreign  dominions,  will  ren- 
der some  augmentation,  in  liis  mili- 
tary establishment,  in(lis{)ensable. 
His  majesty,  however,  has  the  sin- 
cere gratification  of  believing,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  increase  of  ex- 
pense, arising  out  of  this  augmenta- 
tion, such  is  the  flourisliing  condi- 
tion, and  progressive  improvement 
of  the  revenue,  that  it  will  still  be 
in  your  power,  without  aifecting 
public  credit,  to  give  additional  far 
cilities  to  the  national  industry,  and 
to  make  a  further  reduction  in  the 
burtliens  of  his  people. 

My  lords  and  gentlemen — His 
majesty  commands  us  to  inform 
you,  that  his  majesty  continues  to 
receive  from  his  allies,  and  gener- 
ally, from  all  princes  and  states, 
assurances  of  their  unabated  desire 
to  maintain  and  cultivate  the  rela- 
tions of  peace  with  hLs  majesty, 
and  with  each  other,  and  that  it  is 
his  majesty's  constant  endeavor  to 
preserve  the  general  tranquillity. 

The  negotiations  which  have 
been,  so  long  carried  on,  through 
his  majesty's  ambassador  at  Con- 
stantinople, between  the  emperor 
of  Russia  and  the  Ottoman  Porte, 
iiave  been  brought  to  an  amicable 
issue. 

His  majesty  has  directed  to  be 
laid  before  you,  copies  of  arrange- 
ments which  have  been  entered 
into  witli  the  kingdoms  of  Den- 
mark and  Hanover,  for  improving 
the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween those  states  and  the  united 
kingdom. 

A  treaty,  having  for  its  object 
the  more  effectual  suppression  of 


the  slave  trade,  has  been  conclu- 
ded between  his  majesty  and  the 
king  of  Sweden  ;  a  copy  of  which 
treaty,  as  soon  as  the  ratification 
shall  have  been  exchan;red,  his 
majesty  will  direct  to  be  laid  be- 
fore you. 

Some  difhculties  have  arisen 
with  respect  to  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty  for  the  same  object, 
wliich  was  negotiated  last  year  be- 
tween his  majesty  and  the  United 
States  of  America.  These  difficul- 
ties, however,  his  majesty  trusts, 
will  not  finally  impede  the  conclu- 
sion of  so  beneficial  an  arrange- 
ment. 

In  conformity  to  the  declarations 
which  have  been  repeatedly  made 
in  his  majesty's  name,  his  majesty 
has  taken  measures  f«»r  r'^r'finuing, 
by  treaties,  the  commercial  rela- 
tions already  subsisting  between 
this  kingdom  and  those  countries 
of  America  which  appt'ar  to  have 
established  their  separation  from 
Spain.  So  soon  as  those*treatic9 
shall  be  completed,  his  majesty  will 
direct  copies  of  them  to  be  laid  be- 
fore you. 

His  majesty  commands  iis  not 
to  conclude  without  congratulating 
you  upon  the  continued  improve- 
ment in  the  state  of  the  agricultural 
interest,  the  solid  foundation  of  our 
national  prosperity :  nor  without 
informing  you  that  evident  advan- 
tage has  been  derived  from  the  re- 
lief which  you  have  recently  given 
to  commerce  by  the  removal  of  in- 
convenient restrictions. 

His  majesty  reconmiends  to  you 
to  persevere,  (as  circumstances 
may  allow,)  in  the  removal  of  simi- 
lar restrictions — and  his  majesty 
directs  us  to  assure  you  that  you 
may  rely  upon  his  majesty's  cordial 
co-operation  in  fostering  and  ex- 
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tending    that    commerce,    which,  try,  contributes,  in  no  les»  degree, 

whilst  it   is,   under   tlie   blessing  to  the  happiness  and  civilization  of 

of  Providence,  a  main  source  of  mankind, 
strength  and  power  to  this  coun- 


Gheat  Britain  and  Ireland. 


The  parliament  was  prorogued, 
by  commission,  on  the  6th  July — 
when  the  lord  chancellor  read  the 
following  speech : — 

My  lords  and  gentlemen — The 
business  of  the  session  is  now 
brought  to  a  conclusion,  we  are 
commanded  by  his  majesty  to  ex- 
press the  great  satisfaction  which 
he  feels  in  releasing  you  from  your 
laborious  attendance  in  parUament. 

His  majesty  returns  you  his 
warmest  acknowledgments  for  the 
zeal  and  assiduity  with  wliich  you 
have  prosecuted  the  in<]uiries  into 
the  state  of  Ireland,  wjiich  he  re- 
commended to  you  at  the  opening 
of  the  session. 

It  is  a  particular  gratification  to 
his  majesty,  that  the  tranquillity 
and  improved  condition  of  that 
part  of  the  united  kingdom,  have 
rendered  the  extraordinary  powers 
with  which  you  had  invested  his 
majesty,  no  longer  necessary  for 
the  public  safety. 

His  majesty  is  happy  to  be  able 
to  announce  to  you,  that  he  re- 
ceives from  all  foreign  powers  the 
strongest  assurance  of  their  friend- 
ly disposition  towards  this  country  ; 
and  of  their  desire  to  maintain  a 
general  peace. 

While  his  majesty  regrets  the 
continuance  of  the  war  in  the 
East  Indies  with  the  Burmese  go- 
vernment, he  trusts  that  the  gal- 
lant exertions  of  tlie  British  and 
native  forces,  employe<l  in  opera- 
tions in  the  enemy's  territory,  may 
lead  to  a  speedy  and  satisfactory 
termination  of  the  contest. 


Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  coi&- 
mons — We  have  it  in  comiDand 
from  his  majesty  to  thank  yon  for 
the  supplies  which  you  have  grant- 
ed to  him  for  the  service  of  the 
present  year ;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  to  express  the  satis&ctioii 
which  he  derives  from  the  rediic> 
tion  you  have  found  it  practicable 
to  make  in  the  burdens  of  his  peo- 
ple. 

My  lords  and  gentlemen — ^His 
majesty  has  commanded  us  to  as- 
sure you,  that  he  is  highly  senaible 
of  the  advantages  which  must  re- 
sult from  the  measures  yoa  have 
adopted,  in  the  course  of  this  ses- 
sion, for  extending  the  commerce 
of  his  subjects,  by  the  removal  of 
unnecessary  and  inconvenient  re- 
strictions, and  from  the  beneficiil 
relaxations  which  you  have  deem- 
ed it  expedient  to  introduce  into 
the  colonial  system  of  this  coun- 
try. 

These  measures,  his  majesty  ■ 
persuaded,  will  evince  to  his  sub- 
jects in  those  distant  poBsesBOV 
the  solicitude  i»ith  which  parlii- 
ment  watches  over  their  welftie. 
They  tend  to  cement  and  comoE* 
date  the  interests  of  the  coloaief 
with  those  of  the  mother  countiy; 
and  his  majesty  confidently  traibi 
that  they  wUl  contribute  to  promote 
that  general  and  increasing  proop^ 
rity,  on  which  his  majesty  had  tlw 
happiness  of  congratulating  yoa 
on  the  opening  of  the  present  s» 
sion,  and  which,  by  the  bleasinf  of 
Providence,  continues  to  perride 
every  part  of  this  kingdom. 
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l^ftEATY  isf  Amiiff^  Commerce  and  NarigatUm^  between  H.  B.  Majesty 
and  the  United  Provinces  of  Rio  de  la  Plata, 


Art.  1st.  There  shall  be  perpetual 
amity  between  the  dominions  and 
subjects  .of  his  majesty,  the  king  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  and  the  United 
Provinces  of  Rio  do  la  Plata,  and 
their  inhabitants. 

Art.  2d.  There  shall  be,  between 
all  the  territories  of  his  Britannic 
majesty  in  Europe,  and  the  territo- 
ries of  the  United  Provinces  of  Kio 
de  la  Plata,  a  reciprocal  freedom  of 
commerce :  the  inhabitants  of  the 
two  countries,  respectively,  shall 
have  liberty,  freely  and  securely,  to 
come,  with  tlieir  sliips  and  cargoes, 
to  all  such  places,  ports  and  rivers, 
in  the  territories,  aforesaid,  to 
which  other  foreigners  are  or  may 
be  permitted  to  come,  to  enter  into 
the  same,  and  to  remain  and  reside 
in  any  part  of  the  said  territories  re- 
spectively ;  also,  to  hire  and  occupy 
bouses  and  warehouses,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  their  commerce ;  and,  ge- 
nerally, the  merchants  and  traders 
of  each  nation  respectively,  shall 
enjoy  the  most  complete  protection 
and  security  for  their  commerce ; 
subject  always  to  the  laws  and  sta- 
tutes of  the  two  countries  respec- 
tively. 

Art.  dd.  His  majesty,  the  king 
of  the  United  Kin<;rdom  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  engages  further, 
that,  in  all  his  dominions  situated 
out  of  Europe,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  Provinces  of  Rio  de  la 
Plata,  shall  have  the  like  liberty  of 
commerce  and  navigation  stipulated 
for  in  the  preceding  article,  to  the 
full  extent,  in  whicli  the  same  is 
permitted  at  present,  or  shall  be 
permitted  hereafter,  to  any  otlier 
nation. 

Art.  4th.  No  higher  or  other  dur 


ties  shall  be  imposed  on  the  impor- 
tation, into  the  territories  of  his 
Britannic  majesty,  of  any  article  of 
the  growtli,  produce  or  manufac- 
ture of  the  United  Provinces  of  Rio 
de  la  Plata,  and  no  higher  or  other 
duties  shall  be  imposed  on  the  im- 
portation into  the  said  United  Pro- 
vinces, of  any  articles  of  the  growth, 
produce  or  manufacture  of  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty^s  dominions,  than 
are  or  shall  be  payable  on  the  like 
articles,  being  the  growth,  produco 
or  manufacture  of  any  oUier  foreign 
country ;  nor  shall  any  other  or 
higher  duties  or  cliarges  be  impo- 
sed, in  tlie  territories  or  dominions 
of  either  of  the  contracting  parties, 
on  the  exportation  of  any  articles 
to  the  territories  or  dominions  of 
the  other,  than  such  as  are  or  may 
be  payable  on  the  exportation  of  the 
like  articles  to  any  other  foreign 
country ;  nor  shall  any  proliibition 
be  imposed  upon  the  exportation 
or  importation  of  any  articles,  the  * 
growth,  produce  or  manufacture  of 
his  Britannic  majesty's  dominions, 
or  of  the  said  United  Provinces, 
which  shall  not  equally  extend  to 
all  other  nations. 

Art.  5th.  No  higher  or  other  dues  ' 
or  charges  on  account  of  tonnage, 
liglit  or  harbor  dues,  pilotage,  sal- 
vage, in  case  of  damage  or  ship- 
wreck, or  any  other  local  charges, 
shall  be  imposed,  in  any  of  the  ports 
of  the  said  United  Provinces,  on 
British  vessels,  of  tlie  burthen  of 
120  tons,  than  those  payable  in 
the  same  ports,  by  vessels  of  the 
said  United  Provinces,  of  the  same 
burthen;  nor  in  the  ports  of  any 
of  his  Britannic  majesty's  territo- 
ries, of  the  vessels  of  the  United 
Provinces,  of  above  120  tons,  than 
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shall  be  payable  in  the  same  ports, 
on  British  vessels  of  the  same  bur- 
then. 

Art.  6th.  The  same  duties  shall 
bo  paid  on  the  importation  into  the 
said  United  Provinces  of  any  arti- 
cles, the  growth,  produce  or  manu- 
facture of  his  Britannic  majesty^s 
dominions,  whether  such  importa- 
tion shall  be  in  vessels  of  the  said 
United  Provinces  or  in  British  ves- 
sels ;  and  the  same  duties  shall  be 
paid  on  tlie  importation  into  the 
dominions  of  his  Britannic  majesty 
of  any  article,  of  the  growth,  pro- 
duce or  manufacture  of  the  said 
United  Provinces,  whether  such 
importation  shall  be  in  British  ves- 
sels or  in  vessels  of  the  said  United 
Provinces : — The  same  duties  shall 
be  paid,  and  the  same  drawbacks 
and  bounties  allowed,  on  the  expor- 
tation of  any  articles  of  the  growth, 
produce  or  manufacture  of  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty^s  dominions,  to  the 
eaid  United  Provinces,  whether  such 
exportation  shall  be  in  vessels  of  the 
said  United  Provinces,  or  in  British 
vessels ;  and  the  same  duties  shall 
be  paid,  and  the  same  bounties  and 
drawbacks  allowed,  on  the  exporta- 
tion of  any  articles,  the  growth, 
produce  or  manufacture  of  the  said 
United  Provinces,  to  his  Britannic 
roajesty^s  dominions^  whether  such 
exportation  shall  be  in  British  ves- 
sels, or  in  vessels  of  the  said  United 
Provinces. 

Art.  7th.  In  order  to  avoid  anv 
misunderstanding,  with  respect  to 
the  regulations  which  may  respec- 
tively constitute  a  British  vessel,  or 
a  vessel  of  the  said  United  Provin- 
ces, it  is  hereby  agreed,  that  all 
vessels  built  in  the  dominions  of  his 
Britannic  majesty,  and  owned,  navi- 
gated and  registered  according  to 
the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  shall  be 
considered  as  British  vessels ;  and 


that  all  vessels,  built  in  the  territo- 
ries of  the  said  United  Provinces, 
properly  registered  and  owned  by 
the  citizens  thereof^  or  any  of  them, 
and  whereof  the  master  and  three- 
fourths  of  the  mariners,  at  least,  arc 
citizens  of  the  said  United  Provin- 
ces, shall  be  considered  as  vessels 
of  the  said  United  Provinces. 

Art.  8th.  All  merchants,  com- 
manders of  ships  and  others,  the 
subjects  of  his  Britannic  majesty, 
shall  have  the  same  liberty,  in  dl 
the  territories  of  the  said  United 
Provinces,  as  the  natives  thereof^ 
to  manage  their  own  afiairs  them- 
selves, or  to  commit  them  to  the 
management  of  whomsoever  they 
please,  as  broker,  factor,  agent  or 
interpreter  ;  nor  shall  they  be  obfi- 
ged  to  employ  any  other  persons 
for  those  purposes,  nor  to  pay  them 
any  salary  or  remuneration,  unless 
they  shall  choose  to  employ  them ; 
and  absolute  freedom  shaU  be  al- 
lowed, in  all  cases,  to  the  buyer 
and  seller,  to  bargain  and  fix  the 
price  of  any  goods,  wares  or  mer- 
chandise, imported  into,  or  export- 
ed from,  the  said  United  Provinces, 
as  they  shall  see  good. 

Art.  9th.  In  whatever  relates  to 
the  lading  and  unlading  of  ships, 
the  safety  of  merchandise,  goods 
and  effects,  the  disposal  of  property 
of  every  sort  and  denomiDatioD,bj 
sale,  donation,  or  exchange,  or  in 
any  other  manner  whatsoever,  as 
also  the  administration  of  justice, 
the  subjects  and  citizens  of  the  two 
contracting  parties  shaU  ^of, 
in  their  respective  dominions,  the 
same  privileges,  liberties  and  rights, 
as  the  most  favored  nation^  and 
shall  not  be  charged,  in  any 'of 
these  respects,  with  any  higher  du- 
ties or  imposts  than  those  which 
are  paid,  or  may  be  paid,  by  die 
native  subjects  or  citizens  of  the 
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power  in  whose  dominions  they 
may  be  resident.  They  shall  be 
exempted  from  all  compulsory  mili- 
tary service  whatsoever,  whether 
by  sea  or  land,  and  from  all  forced 
loans,  or  military  exactions  or  re- 
quisitions; neither  shall  they  be 
compelled  tp  pay  any  ordinary 
taxes,  under  any  pretext  whatso- 
ever, greater  than  those  that  are 
paid  by  native  subjects  or  citizens. 

Art.  10th.  It  shall  be  free  for 
each  of  the  two  contracting  par- 
ties to  appoint  consuls  for  the  pro- 
tection of  trade,  to  reside  in  the 
dominions  and  territories  of  the 
other  party ;  but  before  any  consul 
shall  act  as  such,  he  shaU,  in  the 
usual  form,  be  approved  and  ad- 
mitted by  the  government  to  which 
he  is  sent ;  and  either  of  the  con- 
tracting parties  may  except  from 
the  residence  of  consuls,  such  par- 
ticular places  as  either  of  them 
may  judge  fit  to  be  so  excepted. 

Art.  11  th.  For  the  better  secu- 
rity of  commerce  between  the  sub- 
jects of  his  Britannic  majesty  and 
the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  it  is 
agreed,  that  if,  at  any  time,  any 
interruption  of  friendly  commercid 
intercourse,  or  any  rupture  should 
unfortunately  take  place  between 
the  two  contracting  parties,  the 
subjects  or  citizens  of  either  of  the 
two  contracting  parties,  residing  in 
the  dominions  of  the  other,  shall 
have  the  privilege  of  remaining 
and  continuing  their  trade  therein, 
without  any  manner  of  interruption, 
80  long  as  they  behave  peaceably, 
and  commit  no  offence  against  the 
laws ;  and  their  effects  and  proper- 
ty, whether  entrusted  to  indivi- 
duals or  to  the  state,  shall  not  be 
liable  to  seizure  or  sequestration, 
or  to  any  other  demands  than  those 
which  may  be  made  upon  the  like 


effects  or  property  belonging  to  the 
native  inhabitants  of  the  state  in 
which  such  subjects  or  citizens 
may  reside. 

Art.  12th.  The  subjects  of  his 
Britannic  majesty,  residing  in  the 
United  Provinces  of  Rio  de  la 
Plata,  shall  not  be  disturbed,  per- 
secuted or  annoyed,  on  account  of 
their  rehgion,  but  they  shall  have 
perfect  Uberty  of  conscience  there- 
in, and  to  celebrate  divine  serviced, 
either  within  their  own  private 
houses,  or  in  their  own  particular 
churches  or  chapels,  which  they 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  build  and 
maintain  in  convenient  places,  ap- 
proved of  by  the  government  of  the 
said  United  Provinces.  Liberty 
shaU  also  be  granted  to  bury  the 
subjects  of  his  Britannic  majesty 
who  may  die  in  the  said  United 
Provinces,  in  their  own  burial 
places,  which,  in  the  same  man- 
ner, they  may  freely  establish  and 
maintain.  In  the  hke  manner,  the 
citizens  of  the  said  United  Pro- 
vinces shall  enjoy,  within  all  the 
dominions  of  his  Britannic  majesty, 
a  perfect  and  unrestrained  liberty 
of  conscience,  and  of  exercising 
their  rehgion,  pubhcly  or  privately, 
within  their  own  dwelling  houses, 
or  in  the  chapels  and  places  of 
worship  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, agreeably  to  the  system  of 
toleration  estabUshed  in  the  domi- 
nions of  his  said  majesty. 

Art.  Idth.  It  shall  be  free  for  the 
subjects  of  his  -Britannic  majesty, 
residing  in  the  United  Provinces 
of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  to  dispose  of 
their  property,  of  every  description, 
by  will  or  testament,  as  th^  may 
judge  fit ;  and,  in  the  event  of  any 
British  subject  dying  without  such 
will  or  testament)  in  the  territories 
of  the  said  United  Provinces,  the 
British  consul-general,  or  in  his 
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absence,  his  representative,  shall 
have  the  right  to  nominate  cura- 
tors, to  take  charge  of  the  property 
of  the  deceased,  for  the  benefit  of 
his  lawful  heirs  and  creditors,  with- 
out interference,  giving  convenient 
notice  tliercof  to  the 'authorities  of 
the  country,  and  reeiprocally. 

Art.  14th.  His  Britannic  majesty 
being  extremely  desirous  of  totally 
abolishing  ttie  slave  trade,  the  Uni- 
ted Provinces  of  Rio  de  la  Plata 
engage  to  co-operate  with  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty,  for  the  completion 
of  so  beneficent  a  work,  and  to 
prohibit  {dl  persons  inhabiting 
within  the  said  United  Provinces, 
or  subject  to  their  jurisdiction,  in 


the  most  effectual  maimer,  and  by 
the  most  solemn  laws,  firom  takiog 
any  share  in  such  trade. 

Art.  15th.  The  present  treaty 
shall  be  ratified,  and  the  ratifica- 
tions shall  be  exchanged  in  London 
within  four  months,  or  sooner,  if 
possible. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  respec- 
tive    plenipotentiaries     have 
signed  the  same,  and  have  ut 
fixed  their  seals  thereunto. 
Done  at  Buenos  Ayres,  the  2d  day 

of  February,  A.  D.  1825. 
[l.  s.]    Woodbine  Pakish,  H.  H. 

CoMul  CkmenH. 
[l.  s.]    Manl.  J.  Gabcia. 


Treaty  between  Colombia  and  Great  Britain. 

Treaty  of  Friendship^  Commerce  and  Navigation^  between  the  RqpnHk 
of  Colombia^  and  his  Majesty  the  ISng  of  the  United  SSngdom  tf 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.* 


In  the  name  of  the 

Whereas  extensive  commercial 
relations  have  been  estabhshed,  for 
a  series  of  years,  between  certain 
provinces  or  countries  of  America, 
which,  united  together,  now  form 
the  republic  of  Colombia,  and  the 
dominions  of  his  majesty  the  king 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  it  has  been 
deemed  advisable,  as  well  lor  the 
security  and  encouragement  of  that 
commercial  intercourse,  as  for  the 
maintenance  of  that  good  under- 
standing between  his  said  majesty 
and  the  said  republic,  which  now 
subsists  between  them,  that  those 
relations  should  be  known  and  con- 
firmed by  means  of  a  treaty  of 
fi-iendship,  commerce,  and  naviga- 
tion. 


most  Holy  Trinity. 

Tliey  have  for  this  purpose  mu- 
tually named  their  respective  |^ 
nipotentiaries,  viz :  on  the  part  of 
the  vice-president)  invested  with 
the  executive  power  of  the  repiAh 
lie  of  Colombia,  Pedro  Gual,seef» 
tary  of  state  for  the  foreign  affins 
of  the  same,  and  general  Pedke 
Briceno  Mendez ;  and  on  the  put 
of  his  majesty  the  king  of  Gnst 
Britain  and  Ireland,  John  PoClar 
Hamilton,  Esquire,  and  Fwtnk 
Campbell,  Esquire,  who,  after  hi- 
ving formally  exchanged  their  re» 
spective  full  powers,  have  agreed 
to,  and  concluded  the  folkHris| 
articles : — 

Art.  1.  There  shall  be  a  lislinVp 
firm,  and  sincere  firiendship  be- 
tween the  republic  and  peopbsf 


*  This  treaty  has  been  translated  finom  the  Spaoish,  the  original  Eoflidl  oqpf 
not  having  been  received.— J5rfi7flr. 
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and  the  dominions  and 
KtB  of  his  majesty  the  king  of 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
ud  Ireland,  his  heirs  and  sue- 
on. 

rt.  2.  There  shall  be  a  Feci- 
al liberty  of  commerce  be- 
m  all  the  territories  of  Colom- 
■nd  the  territories  of  his  Bri- 
ie  majesty  in  Europe.  The 
MM  and  subjects  of  the  two 
itries,  respectively,  shall  have 
ty  to  go,  freely  and  securely, 
their  ships  and  cargoes,  to  all 
B  parts,  ports,  and  rivers,  in 
belbre-mentioned  territories, 
re  it  is  permitted,  or  may  be 
litted,  for  other  foreigners  to 
r  the  same,  and  to  remain  and 
le  in  any  part  of  the  said  terri- 
8  respectively,  also  to  hire  and 
tpj  bouses  and  warehouses  for 
purposes  of  their  commerce  : 
generally,  the  merchants  and 
318  of  each  nation  respectively, 
1  enjoy  the  most  complete  pro- 
oo  and  security  in  their  com- 
:e,  always  being  subject  to  the 
<  and  statutes  of  the  two  coun- 
respectively. 

rt  3.  His  majesty  the  king  of 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
and  Ireland,  engages  further- 
^  that  the  citizens  of  Colom- 
ahall  have  the  same  liberty  of 
merce  and  navigation  which 
been  stipulated  in  the  forego- 
article,  in  all  his  dominions  si- 
9d  out  of  Europe,  as  exten- 
7  as  it  is  now  permitted,  or  may 
after  be  permitted,  to  any  other 

Ji.  4.  No  other  or  higher  du- 
■hall  be  imposed  on  the  impor- 
iB  into  the  territories  of  Co- 
lift  of  any  articles,  the  natural 
luce,  productions,  or  manufac- 
I,  of  the  dominions  of  his  Bri- 
ic  majesty,   nor   shall   other 


or  higher  duties  be  imposed  on 
the  importation  into  the  territo- 
ries of  his  Britannic  majesty,  of 
any  articles,  the  natural  produce, 
productions,  or  manufactures  of 
Colombia,  than  what  are  paid,  or 
may  be  paid,  for  similar  articles, 
the  natural  produce,  productions, 
or  manu&ctures  of  any  other  fi> 
reign  country ;  nor  shall  other  or 
higher  duties  or  imposts  be  levied 
in  the  territories  or  dominions  of 
any  of  the  contracting  parties,  on 
the  exportation  of  any  articles  fi)r 
the  territories  or  dominions  of  the 
other  than  those  which  are  paid,  or 
may  be  paid  for  the  exportation  of 
the  like  articles  for  any  other  fo- 
reign country  :  nor  shall  any  pro- 
hibition be  imposed  on  the  impor- 
tation or  exportation  of  any  arti- 
cles, the  natural  produce,  produc- 
tions, or  manufactures  of  the  do- 
minions and  territories  of  Colombia, 
or  of  .his  Britannic  majesty «  either 
for  or  from  the  said  territories  of 
Colombia,  or  for,  or  from  the  said 
territories  of  his  Britannic  majesty, 
that  are  not  equally  extended  to  all 
other  nations. 

Art  5.  No  other  or  higher  du- 
ties or  imposts  shall  be  levied  on 
account  of  tonnage,  light-house 
dues,  or  port-fees,  {pratique^)  sal- 
vage in  case  of  damage  or  ship- 
wreck, or  any  other  local  expenses 
in  any  of  the  ports  in  the  territo- 
ries of  his  Britannic  majesty,  on 
Colombian  vessels,  than  the  pay- 
ments in  the  same  ports  by  British 
vessels :  nor  in  the  ports  of  Co- 
lombia, on  British  vessels,  than  the 
payments  in  the  same  by  Colom* 
bian  vesseb. 

Art.  6.  The  same  duties  shall 
be  paid  on  the  importation  into  the 
dominions  of  bis  Britannic  majesty 
of  any  articles,  the  natural  pro- 
duqe,   productions,   or   roandac- 
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tures  of  Colombia,  whether  that 
importation  be  made  in  British  or 
Colombian  vessels  ;  and  the  same 
duties  shall  be  paid  on  the  impor- 
tation into  the  territories  of  Co- 
lombia of  any  articles,  the  natural 
produce,  productions,  or  manufac- 
tures of  the  dominions  of  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty,  whether  that  im- 
portation be  made  in  Colombian 
or  British  vessels.  The  same  du- 
ties shall  be  paid,  and  the  same 
discount  and  bounties  granted  on 
the  exportation  of  any  articles,  the 
natural  produce,  productions,  or 
manufactures  of  Colombia  for  the 
dominions  of  his  Britannic  majesty, 
whether  that  importation  be  made 
in  British  or  Colombian  vessels. 
And  the  same  duties  shall  be  paid, 
and  the  same  discount  and  boun- 
ties granted,  on  the  exportation  for 
Colombia  of  any  articles,  the  na- 
tural produce,  productions,  or  ma- 
nufactures of  the  dominions  of  his 
Britannic  majesty,  whether  that  ex- 
portation be  made  in  Colombian  or 
British  vessels. 

Art.  7.  To  avoid  any  misunder- 
standing with  respect  to  the  regu- 
lations which  may  respectively  con- 
stitute a  Colombian  or  British  ves- 
sel, it  is  hereby  agreed,  tliat  all  ves- 
sels built  within  the  territories  of 
Colombia,  and  belonging  to  a  Co- 
lombian citizen  or  citizens,  and 
whose  captain  and  three  fourth 
parts  of  the  mariners,  at  the  least, 
are  citizens  of  Colombia,  except 
in  such  extreme  cases  as  are  other- 
wise especially  provided  for  by  law, 
shall  be  considered  as  Colombian 
vessels  :  and  all  vessels  built  within 
the  dominions  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty, and  belonging  to  a  British 
subject  or  subjects,  and  whose  cap- 
tain and  three-fourth  parts  of  the 
mariners,  at  the  least,  are  British 
subjects,  except  in  such  extreme 


cases  as  are  otherwise  especially 
provided  for  by  law,  shall  be  cooa- 
dered  as  British  vessels. 

Art.  8.  All  merchants,  com- 
manders of  vessels,  and  other  citi- 
zens and  subjects  of  the  republic 
of  Colombia  and  of  his  Brilamiic 
majesty,  shall  have  perfect  liberty^ 
in  all  the  territories  of  both  powen 
respectively,  to  act  for  themselves 
in  the  management  of  their  owb 
affairs,  or  confide  them  to  the  mtp 
nagement  of  whomsoever  they  miy 
please,  as  broker,  fiu^tor,  agent,  or 
interpreter :  nor  shall  they  be  Mh 
ged  to  employ  any  other  persoofl 
whatever  for  those  purposes,  nor 
to  pay  them  any  salary  or  remim^ 
ration  unless  they  wish  so  to  eoh 
ploy  them ;  and  absolute  hbefty 
shall  be  given  in  all  cases  to  the 
purchaser  and  vender,  to  contrul 
and  fix  the  price  of  any  effixtB, 
merchandise,  or  manufactures  im- 
ported or  exported  from  the  teni- 
tories  of  any  of  the  two  contrMt- 
ing  parties,  according  as  they  ibaH 
themselves  think  proper. 

Art.  9.  In  all  that  relates  lo  the 
lading  or  unlading  of  vessels,  the 
security  of  merchandise,  maim&e- 
tures,  and  effects,  the  inheritaaee 
of  moveable  goods,  and  the  diqNh 
sition  of  moveable  property,  of  d 
kinds  and  denominations,  by  sde, 
gifl,or  exchange,  or  testamentfOrm 
any  other  manner  whatever,  as  aha 
with  respect  to  the  administntioB 
of  justice,  the  citizens  and  soljeeb 
of  the  two  contracting  parttes 
enjoy,  in  their  respective 
ries  and  dominions,  the  nme  fri- 
vilegcs,  liberties,  and  rights,  as  As 
most  favored  nation;  and  Am 
shall  not  be  levied  upon  then  m 
this  account,  any  higher  impoila  or 
duties  than  those  that  are  paid,  or 
may  be  paid,  by  the  citisens  or  loh* 
jects  of  the  powers  in  whose  terri- 


PUBUC  DOCUMENTS.  [159 

tories  or  dominions  they  may  re-  seizure  or  sequestration,  or  any 
side.  They  shall  be  exempt  from  other  demands,  other  than  what  are 
all  compulsory  military  service,  by  made  upon  similar  effects  or  pro- 
sea  or  by  land,  and  from  all  forced  perty  belonging  to  the  citizens  or 
loans  or  exactions,  or  mihtary  re-  subjects  of  the  state  in  which  they 
quisitions,  nor  shall  they  be  com-  may  reside, 
pelled  to  pay  any  ordinary  contri-  Art.  12.  The  citizens  of  Colom- 
bution,  greater  than  what  may  be  bia  shall  enjoy  throughout  all  the 
paid  by  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  dominions  of  his  Britannic  majesty, 
either  power,  under  any  pretext  a  perfect  and  unlimited  liberty  of 
whatever.  conscience,  and  the   exercise  of 

Art  10.  Each  of  the  two  con-  their  religion,  publicly  or  privately, 
tracting  parties  shall  be  at  liberty  in  their  own  houses,  or  in  the  cha- 
to  appoint  consuls  for  the  protec-  pels  or  places  of  worship  destined 
tion  of  their  commerce,  to  reside  for  that  purpose,  conformably  to 
in  the  territories  and  dominions  of  tlie  system  of  toleration  established 
the  other  party  ;  but  previous  to  throughout  the  dominions  of  his 
any  consul  acting  as  such,  he  shall  Britannic  majesty.  In  like  man- 
be  approved  and  admitted,  in  the  ner  the  subjects  of  his  Britannic 
usual  form,  by  the  government  to  majesty  resident  in  the  territories 
whom  he  may  be  sent ;  and  any  of  of  Colombia,  shall  enjoy  the  most 
the  contracting  parties  can  except  perfect  and  entire  liberty  of  con- 
from  the  residence  of  consuls  such  science,  without  being  in  any  man- 
particular  parts  as  either  of  them  ner  exposed  to  be  molested,  dis- 
may think  proper  to  except.  quieted,  or  disturbed  on  account 

Art.  11.  For  the  better  security  of  their  reUgious  belief,  nor  in  the 
of  commerce  between  the  citizens  free  exercise  of  their  religion,  pro- 
of Colombia  and  the  subjects  of  vided  it  be  performed  in  their  pri- 
his  Britannic  majesty,  it  has  been  vate  houses,  and  with  the  reve- 
agreed,  that  if  at  any  time  any  in-  rence  due  to  the  divine  worship, 
temiption  of  their  amicable  com-  respecting  the  laws,  usages,  and 
aiercial  intercourse  should  imfor-  customs  established.  The  sub- 
Innately  take  place,  or  in  any  case  jects  of  his  Britannic  majesty  shall 
of  any  rupture  happening  between  also  have  the  hberty  of  interment 
the  two  contracting  parties,  the  for  such  of  them  as  die  in  the  said 
citizens  or  subject^  of  either  of  the  territories  of  Colombia,  in  such 
two  contracting  parties,  resident  in  places  as  they  may  deem  fit  and 
the  territories  or  dominions  of  the  proper  to  estabUsh  for  such  pur- 
other,  shall  have  the  privilege  of  pose,  with  the  consent  of  the  local 
remaining  or  continuing  their  traf-  authorities ;  and  the  funeral  or  bu- 
fic  there,  without  any  kind  of  in-  rial  places  of  the  dead  shall  not  be 
temiption,  so  long  as  they  shall  violated  in  any  manner,  nor  on  any 
conduct  themselves  peaceably,  and  pretext. 

diall  not  commit  any  offence  against  Art.  1 3.  The  government  of  Co- 

tbe  laws ;  and  such  of  their  effects  lombia  engages  to  co-operate  with 

and  property  as  may  be  already  his  Britannic  majesty  to  obtain  the 

conficled  to  private  individuals,  or  total  abolition  of  the  slave  trade, 

to  the  state^  shall  not  be  subject  to  and  to  prohibit,  in  the  most  efiectu- 
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al  manner,  all  persons  inhabiting 
the  territories  of  Colombia,  from 
taking  any  part  in  such  traffic. 

Art.  14.  And  inasmuch  as  it  is 
convenient  and  necessary  to  facili- 
tate to  the  utmost,  a  nmtual  good 
anderstanding  between  the  two 
contracting  parties^  and  to  remove 
beforehand  every  kind  of  diificulty, 
and  that  other  articles  may  be  pro- 
posed and  added  to  the  present 
treaty,  which,  for  the  want  of  time, 
and  the  pressure  of  circumstances, 
cannot  now  be  drawn  up  with  the 
proper  precision,  it  has  been  agreed, 
and  is  hereby  agreed,  on  tlie  part  of 
both  powers,  that  thoy  shall  mu- 
tually endeavor,  witli  the  least  pos- 
sible delay,  to  treat  and  agree  upon 
the  articles  that  may  be  found  want- 
ing in  this  treaty,  and  which  may 
be  judged  mutually  advantageous  ; 
and  such  articles,  when  they  are 
agreed  upon  and  duly  ratified,  shall 
form  part  of  the  present  treaty  of 
friendship,  commerce,  and  naviga- 
tion. 

Art.  1 5th.  The  present  treaty  of 
friendship,  commerce,  and  naviga- 
tion, shall  bo  ratified  by  the  presi- 
dent or  vice-president,  entrusted 
with  the  executive  power  of  the 
republic  of  Colombia,  with  the  con- 
.sent  and  approbation  of  the  congress 
of  the  same,  and  by  his  majesty  the 
king  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britahi  and  Ireland,  and  the  ratifi- 
cations shall  be  exchanged  in  Lon- 
don within  six  months  from  tlie  pre- 
sent day,  or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  testimony  of  which,  the  re- 
.spective  plenipotentiaries  have  mu- 
tually signed  and  sealed  tlieso  pre- 
sents. 

Given  in  the  city  of  Bogota,  the 
eighteenth  day  of  the  month  of 
April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 


thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
five. 

Pedbo  Gaul, 
Pedbo  Bsiceno  Mb^tdei, 
John  Potter  Hajoltor, 
Patbick  CaXPBEUm 
Additional  Article.  Insomuch  as, 
in  the  present  state  of  the  Colom- 
bian marine,  it  would  not  be  possible 
for  any  Colombian  to  take  the  bene- 
fit of  the  reciprocity  established  in 
the  fiflli,  sixth,  and  seventh  articles 
of  the  treaty  signed  this  day,  if  that 
part  which  stipulates  that,  in  order 
to  be  considered  as  a  Colombian 
vessel,  the  vessel  must  have  been 
really  built  in  Colombia,  it  has  been 
agreed,  that  for  the  space  of  seven 
years,  reckoned  firom  the  date  of 
the  ratification  of  this  treaty,  all 
vessels,  wherever  they  may  hare 
been  built,  that  are  bona  jUe  the 
property  of  one  or  more  of  the  citi- 
zen of  Colombia,  and  whose  cap- 
tain and  three-fourth  parts  of  the 
mariners,  at  the  least,  are  Cok>m- 
bian  citizens,  except  in  those  cases 
especially  provided  for  by  law,  shall 
be  considered  as  Colombian  vessels. 
His  majesty,  the  king  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, reserving  to  himself  the  righl, 
at  the  end  of  the  said  term  of  seien 
years,  to  enforce  the  principle  of 
mutual  restriction  stipulated  in  die 
seventh  article  above  referred  to,  if 
the  interests  of  the  British  shipping 
should  be  injured  by  the  praent 
exception  of  that  reciprocity  in 
favor  of  Colombian  vessds. 

The  present  additional  aitide 
shall  have  the  same  force  and  vali- 
dity as  if  it  had  been  inserted,  woid 
for  word,  in  the  treaty  signed  this 
day :  it  shall  be  ratified,  and  the 
ratifications  exchanged  at  the  euK"* 
time. 
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In  faith  of  which,  the  respective 
plenipotentiaries  have  severally 
signed  and  put  their  seals  to  it. 

Given  in  the  city  of  Bogota,  the 
eighteenth  day  of  the  month  of 
Aprils  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 


thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
five. 

Pedro  Gval, 
Pedro  Bsiceno  Mexdez^ 
John  Potteb  IJaxilton^ 
Patrick  Campbell. 


TliefMawing  exiraeU  are  made  from  an  answer  made  hy  Mr.  Canndsg, 
to  ike  rtmonaiCtances  of  the  Spamsh  Ambassador  in  London^  against 
the  new  reHoHons  which  the  British  government  had  formed  with  tJtet 
new  American  governments. 


^^  The  separation  of  the  Spanish 
colonies  firom  the  mother  country 
has  neither  been  our  work,  nor  the 
object  of  our  desires  ;  it  has  been 
caused  by  events  in  which  the  fin- 
ish govemm'^nt  took  no  part,  but 
which,  we  think,  might  have  been 
prevented,  if-  our  advice  had  been 
listened  to  in  time. 

^^But  this  separation  has  pro- 
duced a  state  of  things  to  which 
the  British  government  must  adapt 
its  measures  and  its  language  not 
precipitately,  but  with  mature  re- 
flection and  circumspection. 

^^  The  continuing  to  call  by  the 
name  of  a  Spanish  possession,  a 
territory  in  which  Spanish  power 
and  occupation  have  been  extin- 
guished, can  be  of  no  practical 
utility  to  the  mother  country,  and 
may  endanger  the  peace  of  the 
world." 

^^  It  cannot  be  denied  that  even 
in  1813,  Great  Britain  would  have 
inade  peace  with  Bonaparte,  if  he 
had  not  been  so  immoderate  in  his 
pretensions ;    Spain  cannot  be  ig- 


an  obligation  to  fuliil  their  establish- 
ed international  duties,  and  to  in- 
demnify any  violation  of  the  rights 
of  others  committed  by  their  citi- 
zens or  subjects.  Now,  since  the 
mother  country  roust  continue  to 
be  responsible  for  acts  over  which 
it  cannot  exercise  the  shadow  of 
authority,  the  inhabitants  of  those 
coimtries  whose  political  indepen- 
dence has  been  established,  but 
whose  title  has  not  been  recogni- 
zed, must  be  placed  in  a  situation 
in  which  they  are  responsible  for 
their  actions,  or  must  be  punished 
like  pirates  placed  beyond  the  pale 
of  law,  for  those  deeds  which  sup- 
ply a  ground  of  complaint  to  other 
nations.  In  the  first  part  of  this 
alternative,  the  total  irresponsibility 
of  the  states  not  recognized  is  too 
absurd  to  be  maintained ;  and  in 
the  last,  the  treatment  of  their  in- 
habitants as  pirates  is  too  mon- 
strous to  be  apphed  to  a  great  por- 
tion of  the  habitable  globe. 

^^  M.  Zea  says,  that  the  king  of 
Spain  will  never  recognize  the  new 


norant,  that  even  smce  the  fall  of    states  of  Spanish  America,  and  that 
Bonaparte  it  was  a  question  among    his  majesty  will  not  cease  to  em- 


the  aUies,  whether  it  would  be  pro- 
per to  place  on  the  throne  of  France 
a  sovereign  who  was  not  a  Bour- 
bon." 

^^  All  political  communities  are 
responsible  to  each  other  for  their 
conduct^-that  is,  they  are  all  under 


ploy  force  of  arms  against  his  rebel 
subjects  in  that  part  of  the  world. 

^^  We  have  neither  the  pretension 
nor  the  desire  to  control  the  con- 
duct of  his  catholic  majesty — ^but 
this  declaration  of  M.  Zea  is  a 
complete  justification  of  our  con- 
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duct,  as  it  proves  that  wc  have 
seized  the  proper  moment  to  put 
our  relations  with  the  new  states 
upon  a  firm  footing.  A  further 
delay  on  our  part  could  not  have 
satisfied  Spain,  or  produced  any 
benefit,  seeing  that  Spain  has  de- 
cidedly pronounced  herself  against 
all  arrangement,  under  any  circum- 
stances, or  at  any  time  ;  and  that 
£>he  is  resolved  upon  interminable 
\i'ar  with  her  ancient  colonies. 

'•^  The  undersigned  is  also  char- 
ged to  declare  to  the  ministers  of 
Spain,  that  it  was  not  a  sentiment 
of  ill-wiU,  nor  even  of  indifference 
towards  the  interests  of  his  catho- 


lic majesty,  which  dictated  the 
measures  of  the  English  govern- 
ment— that  his  Britannic  majesty 
will  not  cease  to  entertain  the  most 
anxious  wishes  for  the  prosperity 
of  Spain,  and  tliat  his  majesty  is 
still  disposed  to  renew,  and  has 
commanded  the  undersigned  to  re- 
new, to  the  government  of  his  ca- 
tholic majesty,  the  ofier  of  the  good 
ofliccs  of  his  majesty  to  bring  to 
an  issue  any  amicable  arrangement 
which  may  be  practicable  between 
his  catholic  majesty  and  the  coun- 
tries of  America  which  have  separa- 
ted from  Spain." 


FRANCE. 

The  following  w  the  King^s  Speech,  delivered  on  opening  the  Chambers^ 

January  31. 


Gentlemen — It  is  with  genuine 
satisfaction  that  I  find  myself  again 
among  you.  Watchful  of  the  pub- 
lic sentiment,  and  of  the  course  of 
things,  I  have  concluded  that  no 
serious  considerations  required  that 
the  period  at  which  your  meeting 
was  to  take  place,  should  be  has- 
tened. My  foresight  has  been  jus- 
tified, and  I  am  happy  in  not  having 
abridged  the  repose  on  which  you 
liad  a  right  to  calculate. 

Death  has  just  stricken  in  the 
midst  of  his  career,  one  of  our 
most  magnanimolis  allies — this 
loss  has  profoundly  afflicted  my 
heart.  I  receive  from  his  suc- 
cessor, and  from  all  other  powers, 
the  most  positive  assurances  of  the 
continuation  of  their  friendly  dis- 
positions ;  and  I  have  tlie  convic- 
tion that  nothing  will  alter  the  good 
understanding  existing  between  my 
idlies  and  myself,  for  the  repose  of 
the  nations. 


I  have  concluded  with  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty,  a  convention  which 
will  render  less  burdensome  the 
conditions  now  attached  to  the  re- 
ciprocal navigation  of  the  two 
kingdoms  and  their  colonies.  I 
anticipate  from  tlie  arrangement, 
advantageous  results  for  our  mari- 
time commerce. 

I  have  resolved  at  last,  to  settle 
(fi^er)  the  fate  of  St,  Domingo. 
The  time  had  arrived  for  closing 
so  dangerous  a  sore,  and  to  put  ao 
end  to  a  state  of  things  which  com- 
promitted  so  many  interests.  The 
final  separation  of  that  colony,  lost 
to  us  for  thirty  years,  will  not  dis- 
turb the  security  of  those  we  re- 
tain. 

A  law  for  the  apportionment 
of  the  indemnity  which  I  hare 
stipulated  for  the  ancient  inbabi' 
tants,  becomes  necessary.  It  wiD 
be  proposed  to  you. 

I  shall  cause  to  be  submitted  to 
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you  immediately,  the  accounts  for 
1824 — a  sketch  of  tlie  receipts  and 
expenses  for  1825,  and  tlie  budget 
of  1826. 

The  development  of  our  com- 
merce, and  of  our  industry,  which 
from  day  to  day  is  adding  to  the 
product  of  the  taxes  on  consump- 
tion and  operations,  will  permit 
an  amelioration  of  tlie  condition 
of  the  ministers  of  our  holy  reli- 
gion, to  increase  the  funds  for  other 
services,  and  in  addition  to  the  de- 
crease which  has  already  been  made 
this  year  in  the  direct  taxes,  will 
allow  a  further  diminution  of  nine- 
teen miUions.  (About  $3,800,- 
000.) 

You  will  rejoice  with  me,  gen- 
tlemen, to  find  thus,  in  the  progress 
of  our  internal  prosperity,  the 
means  of  reducing  those  charges 
which  weigh  most  heavily  on  tlie 
tax  payers. 

Legislation  should  provide  for 
the  successive  improvements  of  all 
the  wants  of  society.  The  pro- 
gressive cutting  up  (ni^ceUement) 
of  landed  estates,  essentially  con- 
trary to  the  spirit  of  a  monarchical 
government,  would  enfeeble  the 
guarantees  which  the  charter  gives 
to  my  throne  and  to  my  subjects. 


Measures  will  be  proposed  to 
you,  gentlemen,  to  re-establish  the 
uniformity  which  ought  to  exist  in 
tlie  political  and  in  the  civil  law, 
and  to  preserve  the  patrimony  of 
famihes,  without  restricting,  how- 
ever, the  liberty  of  disposing  of 
one's  goods. 

The  preservation  of  families 
brings  about  and  secures  political 
stabilitv,  which  is  the  first  want  of 
states,  {£nd  which  particularly  i^ 
tliat  of  France,  afler  so  many  vi- 
cissitudes. 

You  will  second  me,  gentlemen, 
in  the  accomplishment  of  the  plans 
I  have  meditated,  and  in  assuring 
more  and  more  the  happiness  of 
the  people  whom  Divine  Provi- 
dence has  committed  to  my  care. 
You  will  not  be  more  disturbed 
than  myself  by  that  thoughtless  rest- 
lessness which  still  agitates  some 
bosoms  in  spite  of  the  security  we 
enjoy.  This  security  shall  not  be 
impaired,  gentlemen ;  rely  upon 
my  watching,  with  equal  solici- 
tude, over  all  the  interests  of  the 
state,  and  that  I  shall  know  how  to 
conciliate  the  exercise  of  all  legal  li- 
berty, with  the  maintenance  of  or- 
der, and  the  suppression  of  licen- 
tiousness. 


RUSSIA. 
!Mamfksto  of  the  Emfebor  Nicholaus  I. 


Petcrsl)urg,  Dec.  26. 

Whereas  his  imperial  liighness, 
the  grand  duke  Constantine,  has 
declared  that  he  will  resolutely  ad- 
here to  his  former  abdication  of  the 
imperial  crown,  the  grand  duke  Ni- 
cholaus has,  to-day,  ascended  the 
throne  of  the  Russian  empire,  and 
all  the  proper  authorities,  and  tlie 
different  divisions  of  the  army,  have 
taken  the  onth  of  fidHity  to  his  im- 


perial majesty.  In  reference  to 
this  important  event,  the  following 
imperial  manifesto  has  appeared : — 
Manifesto. — By  the  grace  of  God, 
Nicholaus  I.,  emperor  and  autocrat 
of  all  the  Russias.  In  the  grief  of 
our  heart,  amidst  the  general  pain 
which  oppresses  us,  our  imperial 
house,  and  our  beloved  country,  we 
can  only  bend  before  the  impene- 
trable decrees  of  the  Almighty,  and 
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v^e  can  only  seek  for  strength  and  of  the  deed  of  abdication  of  tlje 

consolation  with  him.     It  has  plea-  Cezarowitsch  grand  duke  Constan- 

sed  him  to  call  before  him  the  em-  tine,  establishes,  thai  we,  the  next 

peror  Alexander   I.,   of  glorious  in  age,  are  heir  to  the  crown,  ac- 

memory,  and  we  have  lost  a  father,  cording  to  the  fundamental  laws  of 

a  ruler,   who,  during  twenty-five  the  empire, 
years,  was  the  happiness  of  Russia        We  were  further  informed,  that 

and  of  us.  documents  of  the  same  tenor  had 

When,  on  the  27th  Nov.  the  in-  been  deposited  with  the  directing 

formation  of  this  disastrous  event  senate,  with  tlie  holy  synod,  and  in 

reached  us,  we  hastened,  even  this  the  cathedral  church  of  the  Ascen- 

moment  of  the  most  acute  grief,  to  sion  at  Moscow.     These  informa- 

fulfil  a  sacred  duty,  and,  listening  tions  could  not  alter  our  resolutioo 

only  to  the  dictates  of  our  hearts,  once  taken.    We  observed  in  these 

we  rendered  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  documents  only  a  renunciation  of 

our  elder  brotlicr,  the  Cezrowitsch  his  imperial  highness  during  the  life 

grand  duke  Constantine,  as  legiti-  of  tlie  emperor  and  confinned  by 

mate  heir  to  tlie  Russian  throne  in  the  consent  of  his  imperial  majesty : 

virtue  of  primogeniture.    Scarcely  but  we  had  neither  tlie  wish  nor  the 

had  we  discharged  this  sacred  duty,  right  to  consider  tius  abdicatioD, 

when  wo  were  apprised   by  the  which,  when  it  took  place,  was  not 

senate,  that  there  had  been  deposit-  proclaimed  publicly,  and  had  not 

ed  in  their  hands,  on  the  15th  Oc-  received  tlie  power  of  a  law  as  irre- 

tober,  1823,  a  letter,  with  the  seal  vocable.     We  would  manifest  by 

of  the  deceased  emperor,  and  with  this  our  veneration  of  the  first  funda- 

the  superscription  in  the  own  hand  mental  law  of  our  country,  and  of 

writing  of  his  imperial  majesty  :  the  unalterable  order  of  successioo, 

"^  To  be  preservc<l  by  the  senate  and  faithful  to  the  oath  we  had  ta- 

until  my  furtlier  commands  ;    in  ken,  we  insisted   that  the  whole 

case  of  my  death,  however,  this  empire  should  follow  our  example, 

packet  is  to  be  opened  in  an  extra-  Under  these  momentous  circom* 

ordinary  sitting,  before  any  other  act  stances,  it  was  not  our  intention  to 

is  proceeded  in  :^'   that  this  most  dispute  the  validity  of  the  resolu- 

gracious  command  had  been  com-  tion  pronounced  by  his  imperial 

plied  with,  and  the  following  do-  highness,  much  less  was  it  our  in- 

cuments   were  contained   in    the  tention  to  bring  ourselves  in  o|^m>- 

pack^t :  sition  to  the  will  of  the  deceased 

1.  A  letter  of  the  Cezarowitsch  emperor,  our  common  &ther  and 
grand  duke  Constantine,  dated  14th  benefactor,  which  will  always  re* 
January,  1822,  addressed  to  his  main  sacred  to  us.  We  endeavored 
majesty,  the  deceased  emperor,  by  solely  to  protect  the  law,  regulating 
virtue  of  which  his  imperial  high-  the  succession  to  the  throne,  from 
ness  renounces  the  succession  to  every  infringement,  to  show  the 
the  throne,  belonging  to  him  by  purity  of  our  sentiments,  and  not  to 
primogeniture.  leave  our  beloved  coun^  one  nn- 

2.  A  manifesto,  dated  August  16,  gle  moment  in  uncertainty  reapect- 
1823,  bearing  the  autograph  signa*  ing  its  legitimate  sovereign. 

ture  of  his  imperial  majesty,  where-        This  resolution,   taken  with  ft 

by  his  majesty,  afler  the  ratification  pure  conscience,  and  before  CW 
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the  Almighty,  was  blessed  and  ap*-  the  oath  taken  by  us  and  the  whole 

proved  by  her  majesty  the  empress  empire,  should  be  declared. 

Maria,  our  much  beloved  mother.  Whereas,  we  have  now  also  re- 

Meanwhile,  the    mournful    ac-  ceived,  on  the  part  of  his  imperial 

count  of  the  decease  of  his  majesty  highness,  this  last  declaration  of  his 

had  reached  Warsaw,  direct  from  wUl,  we  communicate  the  same  to 

Taganrok,  on  the  25th  November,  our  subjects,  accompanying  it  by 

and  consequently  two  days  prior  to  the  following  documents : — 

its  being  received  here.     Firm  in  1.  The  letter  of  his  imperial  high- 

his   resolution,  the  Cezarowitsch  ness  the  Cezarowitsch  grand  duke 

grand  duke  Constantino,  confirmed  Constantino  to  the  deceased  empe- 

the  same  on  the  following  day,  by  ror  Alexander, 

two  acts,  dated  26th  November,  2.   The  answer  of  his  imperial 

and  commissioned  to  our  beloved  majesty. 

brother,  the  grand  duke  Michael,  3.  The  manifesto  of  the  decea- 

to  carry  them  to  us.    These  acts  sed  emperor,  which  confirms  the 

consisted  in  :-^  abdication  of  his  imperial  highness, 

1 .  A  letter  to  her  majesty  the  and  recognizes  us  as  successor  to 
empress,  our  much  beloved  mother,  the  throne. 

in  which  his  imperial  highness  re-  4.  The  letter  of  his  imperial 
news  his  former  resolution,  sup-  highness  to  her  majesty  the  em- 
ports  it  by  tlie  copy  of  a  rescript  of  press,  our  much  beloved  mother, 
the  deceased  emperor,  dated  the  2d  5.  The  letter  of  his  imperial 
February,  1822,  serving  as  an  an-  highness  directed  to  us. 
swer  to  the  act  of  abdication,  and  In  conformity  with  all  these 
finally  renounces  solemnly,  all  his  documents,  and  with  the  fimda- 
claims  to  the  throne,  and  recogni-  mental  law  of  the  empire  regard- 
zed  the  same  as  transferred  to  us  ing  the  order  of  succession — fiiU 
and  our  successors,  according  to  of  veneration  for  the  impenetrable 
the  appointments  contained  in  the  decrees  of  a  guiding  Providence-*- 
fundamental  law  of  the  succession,  we  now  ascend  the  throne  of  our 

2.  A  letter  directed  to  us,  where-  ancestors,  the  throne  of  the  empire 
in  his  imperial  highness,  anew,  de-  of  all  the  Russias,  as  well  as  the 
clares  his  former  resolution,  gives  thrones  inseparable  therefitun-^ 
us  the  title  of  imperial  majesty,  and  that  of  the  kingdom  of  Poland,  and 
reserves  for  himself,  only  the  form-  the  grand  duchy  of  Finland,  and 
er  one  of  Cezarowitsch,  and  calls  conmiand — 1 .  That  the  oath  of 
himself  the  most  faithful  of  our  sub-  allegiance  be  rendered  to  us  and 
jects.  to  the  heir  of  our  throne,  the  grand 

However  decisive  these  acts  were,  duke  Alexander,  imperial  highness, 

and  although  they  proved  to  occular  our  much  beloved  son.     2.  That 

demonstration,  that  the  resolution  the  period  of  our  ascension  to  the 

of  his  imperial  highness  was  irrevo-  throne  be  calculated  firom  the  1 9th 

cably  fixed,  yet  our  own  sentiment,  November,  1825. 

and  the  situation  of  afiairs,  induced  Finally,  we  call  upon  our  faithfiil 

us  to  defer  the  pubhcation  of  the  subjects  to  join  us  in  fervent  prayers 

aforesaid  acts,  until  the  will  of  his  to  the  Almighty,  that  he  will  grant 

imperial  hi&rhne??,  with  referenreto  us  strenerth  to  bear  the  burthen  h^ 


\ 


166] 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  162S— C. 


has,  in  bis  Divine  ProYidence,  laid 
upon  us,  that  he  may  preserve  in 
us  the  firm  resolution  to  live  solely 
for  our  beloved  countrv,  and  to 
tread  in  the  footsteps  of  the  mo- 
narch whom  we  now  deplore. 

May  our  reign  be  nothing  but  a 
continuation  oi  his,  and  may  we  ful- 
fil all  the  wishes  for  Russia's  happi- 
ness, which  animated  him,  whose 
sacred  memory  shall  preserve  in  us 
the  endeavor  and  the  hope,  to  merit 
the  blessings  of  heaven,  and  the 
love  of  our  people. 

Done  in  our  imperial  residence, 
St.  Petersburg,  the  12th  De- 
cember, in  the  year  of  salva- 
tion, 1825,  and  first  of  our 
reign. 

(Signed)  Nicholaus. 


Letter  of  His  Imperial  Highness 
the  Cezarowitscii  Grand  Duke 
CoNsTA>TiKE,  to  the  Emperor 
Ali:xa>'dkr  thejirst. 

Most  illustrious,  &c.  &,c. — En- 
couraged by  the  manifold  proofs  of 
affection  of  your  imperial  majesty 
towards  me,  I  venture  once  more  to 
claim  them,  and  to  lay  the  following 
submissive  request  at  your  illustri- 
ous feet. 

As  I  do  not  lay  claim  to  the 
spirit,  the  abilities,  or  tlie  strength, 
which  would  be  required,  if  I 
should  ever  exercise  the  high  dig- 
nity to  which  J  may  possess  a  right 
by  birth,  I  most  fervently  supphcate 
your  imperial  majesty  to  transfer 
that  right  to  him  who  would  inherit 
it  afler  mo,  and  by  that  act  to  se- 
cure the  stability  of  the  empire. 
With  respect  to  myself,  I  shall  add 
by  this  abdication,  a  new  warranty 
and  a  further  power  to  that  obliga- 
fion,  into  which  1  entered  volunta- 


rily and  solemnly  on  the  occasion 
of  the  divorce  fi'om  my  first  wife. 
All  the  circumstances  of  my  pre- 
sent situation,  induce  me  still  more 
to  adopt  this  measure,  which  wiQ 
prove  to  the  empire  and  the  whole 
world  the  purity  of  my  sentiments. 

May  your  imperial  majesty  re- 
ceive my  wish  with  condescension, 
may  you  determine  our  iUustriuos 
mother  to  accede  to  it,  and  to  sanc- 
tion it  by  your  imperial  aj^roba* 
tion. 

In  the  circle  of  a  private  Ufe,  I 
shall  constantly  endeavor  to  set  an 
example  to  all  your&ithful  subjects, 
and  all  who  are  animated  by  a  love 
for  our  dear  country. 

With  profound  respect,  sire,  your 
imperial  majesty's  most  loyal  suIh 
ject  and  brother, 

(Signed) 

CONSTANTIKE  CECAEOWITBCn. 

Petci-sbui^,  14th  Jan.  1823. 


Answer  of  His  Imperial  Maje^ff 
the  Emperor  Ai«exandek. 

Very  dear  brother — 1  have  read 
your  letter  with  all  the  attention 
which  it  demanded.  I  have  fiKmd 
nothing  in  it  which  caused  surprne, 
as  I  always  knew  how  to  estimate  the 
sublime  sentiments  of  your  heart 
It  has  given  me  a  new  proof  cf 
your  sincere  attachment  to  the 
state,  and  your  care  for  the  preser* 
vation  of  undisturbed  tranquillity. 

I  have,  in  conformity  with  your 
wish,  laid  your  letter  before  our 
beloved  mother.  She  read  it  with 
the  same  sentiments  as  1  did,  aod 
gratefully  acknowledges  the  noUe 
motives  by  which  you  were  guided. 

From  the  reasons  which  you 
state,  we  have  both  of  us  only  to 
leave  you  full  liberty  to  foUow  your 
firm  resolution,  and  to  pray  the  Al* 
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mighty  to  grant  the  most  benign  in  default  of  him.    He,  at  the  same 

consequences  to  such  pure  senti-  time,  declared,  by  this  means,  his 

roents.  consent  to  the  supplementary  act 

I  remain,  forever,  your  affection-  respecting  the  succession  to  the 

ate  brother,  throne,  which  was  granted  by  us 

(Signed)        Alezandes.  in  the  year   1820,   and  acknow- 

(A  tiue  copy.)  ledged  by  him,  voluntarily  and  so- 

(Signed)        Cotibtantine.  Icmnly,  and  gives  new  force  to  it 

St.  Petersburg,  the  2d  Feb^  1822.  as  far  as  the  same  concerns  him. 

We  are  deeply  afiected  by  this 

Mamfesto    of  the    Empercr  sacrifice,  which  our  dearly  beloved 

Al£Xa>'D£B.  brother  has  resolved  to  make,  with 

We,  by  the  grace  of  God,  Alex-  such  great  self-denial  for  the  con- 

ander  the  first,  emperor  and  auto-  formation  of  the  hereditary  statutes 

crat  of  all  the  Russias,  &c.  &c.  of  our  imperial  house,  and  the  un- 

Make  known  to  our  faithfid  sub-  shaken  tranquillity  of  the  Russian 

jccts,  that  from  the  moment  we  as-  empire. 

ccnded  the  throne  of  Russia,  we  Afler  having  invoked  the  assist- 

liave  invariably  felt,  that  it  was  our  ance  of  God,  and  having  duly  and 

duty  towards  Almighty  God,  not  maturely  considered  an  object  as 

only  to  maintain  during  oiu*  reign  dear  to  our  heart  as  it  is  important 

the  happiness  of  our  dear  country  to  the  state,  and  finding  that  the 

and  of  our  people,  but  also  to  pre-  statutes  which  related  to  the  order 

pare  and  secure  a  clear  and  eicact  of  succession  to  the  throne,  do  not 

appointment  of  our  successor,  ac-  deprive  those  who  have  a  right  to  it 

cording  to  the  laws  of  our  imperial  of  the  power  of  relinquishing  the 

liouse,  and  rights  of  the  empire.  same,  if  no  difHculty  exists  with 

We  were  not  able  to  appoint  him  respect  to  the  line  of  succession, 

immediately,  according  to  the  ex-  we  have,  therefore,  with  the  pre- 

ample  of  our  predecessors,  under  vious   consent   of  our  illustrious 

the  expectation  in  which  we  were,  mother,  as  well  as  the  high  power 

whether  it  might  not  please  Provi-  of  the  head  of  the  imperial  family, 

dence  to  grant  us  an  heir  to  the  which  came  to  us  by  inheritance, 

throne  in  a  direct  line.     But  the  and  mindful  of  the  power  granted 

more  we  increase  in  years,  the  as  by  God,  have  commanded  as 

more  we  think  it  necessary  to  has-  follows : 

ten  in  placing  our  throne  in  such  a  In  tlie  first  place,  the  volimtary 

state  that  it  cannot  remain  vacant  act,  by  which  our  elder  brother  the 

tor  a  moment.  Cezarowitsch  and  grand  duke  Con- 

Whilst  we  were  impressed  with  stantine,  renounc^  his  rights  to 

this   anxiety,  our   dearly  beloved  tlie  Russian  throne,  shall  remain 

brother,    the     Cezarowitsch    and  firm  and  irrevocable.     In  order  to 

grand  duke  Constantine,  in  follow-  secure  the  publicity  of  the  said  act 

ing  his  own  inchnation,  addressed  of  renunciation,  it  shall  be  depo- 

to  us  the  request  of  transferring  sited  in  the  grand  cathedral  church 

Iiis   right  to  tlie   dignity  of  the  of  Ascension,  at  Moscow,  and  with 

throne,  to  which  he  might  hereaf-  our  three  highest  authorities,  the 

ter  be  raised  by  his  birth,  to  such  holy  synod,  the  senate,  and  the  di- 

person  who  may  be  entitled  to  it,  rocting  senate. 
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Sccondlj.  With  respect  to  the 
arrangement,  and  in  conforinity 
with  the  exact  tenor  of  the  act  of 
succession  to  the  throne,  we  ac- 
knowledge as  our  successor,  our 
second  brother,  the  grand  duke 
Nicholaus.  In  this  manner  we  re- 
serve to  ourselves  the  pleasing 
hope,  that  on  the  day  when  it  shall 
please  the  King  of  kings,  accord- 
ing to  the  universal  law  of  all  mor- 
tals, to  call  us  from  our  temporal 
government  to  eternity,  the  chief 
state  officers  of  the  empire,  (to 
whom  our  present  and  irrevocable 
will,  as  also  our  present  legal  ap- 
pointment, shall,  by  our  order,  be 
communicated  in  due  time,)  will 
use  all  dihgence  in  swearing  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  heredita- 
ry emperor,  whom  we  have  just 


now  appointed  to  the  throne  of  the 
Russian  empire,  as  well  as  to  the 
inseparable  throne  of  the  kingdom 
of  Poland  and  the  grand  duchy  of 
Finland. 

With  respect  to  ourselves,  we 
request  all  our  fiuthfiil  subjects  wiD, 
with  the  same  sentiments  of  love 
and  affection  which  caused  us  to 
consider  the  care  for  their  con- 
stant happiness,  as  our  greatest 
blessing  upon  earth,  direct  their 
fervent  prayers  to  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  that,  in  his 
infinite  mercy,  he  may  receive  our 
souls  into  his  everlasting  kingdom. 

Done  at  Tzarsko-selo,  the  16th 
August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1823,  and  23d  year  of  our  reign. 
(Signed)  Alkxaicdeb. 


On  the  13tA  May^  the  Emperor  Alexandeb  opened  the  Session  of  ikt 

diet  of  Poland  by  the  following  Speech. 


When  four  years  ago  I  separated 
myself  from  you,  lamentable  events 
had  produced  a  general  movement 
in  Europe,  which  threatened  to 
compromise  the  prosperity  of  all 
the  nations.  I  wished  to  leave  to 
the  opinions  time  to  become  fixed, 
and  to  the  passions  time  to  subside. 
Your  third  session  was  deferred; 
but  this  delay,  I  am  certain,  will 
possess  the  happy  result  of  having 
the  better  prepared  your  labors, 
and  it  is  with  real  satis&ction,  and 
with  those  sentiments  of  attach- 
ment of  whicl^  I  have  already  given 
you  so  many  proofs,  that  I  £uid  my- 
self in  the  midst  of  you. 

In  the  interval  that  has  elapsed 
since  the  last  diet,  faithful  to  my 
duties  and  to  the  resolutions  which 
I  expressed  to  you,  as  soon  as  I  re- 
marked the  germ  of  troubles,  I  of- 
fered opposition   to  its  develop- 


ment. To  consolidate  my  woA^ 
ensure  its  duration,  and  guanntee 
to  you  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of 
the  fiiiits  expected  fi^m  it,  I  have 
added  an  article  to  the  fondamen- 
tal  law  of  the  kingdom.*  This 
measure,  which  removes  all  neces- 
sity of  exercising  influence  in  the 
choice  of  members  of  the  diet  end 
upon  your  deliberatioiis,  proves  die 
part  I  take  in  the  coittolidationof 
your  constitutional  compact  TIbb 
is  the  sole  object  that  I  proposed 
to  accompliflli  in  adopting  tins 
measure,  and  the  Poles,  I  have  the 
fullest  confidence,  will  know  how 
to  appreciate  the  object  and  the 
means  I  have  employed  for  its  ic* 
complishment. 

My  minister  in  the  interior  wiD 

*  The  article  here  referred  to,  is  thit 
by  which  the  pabUdty  of  Uie  debeta  of 
the  diet  b  pnAiibited. 
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lay  before  you  the  picture  of  the 
situation  of  the  kingdom,  as  wdl 
as  the  administrative  measures  that 
have  been  pursued  during  four 
years.  You  will  have  the  satis&c- 
tion  of  seeing  the  rapid  progress 
of  industry,  uid  to  find  that  if  the 
general  prosperity  has  not  yet  at- 
tained the  degree  of  perfection  to 
which  my  wishes  and  the  efforts  of 
the  government  seek  to  carry  it, 
the  cause  must  be  looked  for  in 
nothing  else  than  the  almost  gene- 
ral stagnation  of  trade  in  agricul- 
tural produce.  In  other  respects, 
the  most  advantageous  results  have 
been  obtained.  The  national  debt 
approaches  to  its  complete  ac- 
quittal 

Two  conventions  have  fixed  the 
part  of  this  debt,  that  Austria  and 
Prussia  have  to  support.  In  a  short 
time  a  new  finance  law  will  regu- 
late the  revenue  and  expenditure  of 
the  state.  A  ruinous  deficit  had 
compromised  your  dearest  inte- 
rests. It  has  disappeared.  The 
excess  of  the  receipts  must  be  ap- 
plied scrupulously  to  the  extinction 
of  the  national  debt. 

The  negotiations  entered  upon 
with  the  court  of  Berlin,  to  settle 
the  afikirs  of  commerce  between 
Poland  and  Prussia,  have  been 
crowned  with  the  most  happy  suc- 
cess, by  means  of  a  series  of  regu- 
lations, of  a  fiimk  and  amicable 
nature,  which  serve  as  the  basb 
of  my  relations  with  my  faithful 
allies.  The  convention  which  I 
have^ratified,  aflfords  easy  openings 
to  your  commerce  abroad.  That 
which  you  have  with  Russia  ac- 
quires daily  greater  activity  and 
extent.     The  facilities  that  have 


been  granted  to  it  are  doubly  ad- 
vantageous, both  by  the  mutual 
welfare  of  which  they  favor  the 
progress*  and  by  the  new  ties  which 
draw  the  two  nations  together. 

The  debts  with  which  private 
property  is  burdened,  have,  in  par- 
ticular, excited  my  closest  atten- 
tion. A  project  for  forming  an  as- 
sociation, in  sdido^  of  the  land 
owners,  will  be  laid  before  you. 
It  is  the  result  of  opinions  which 
have  undergone  long  discussion  in 
your  council  of  the  Palatines. 

Religion,  that  source  of  every 
virtue,  that  indispensable  base  of 
all  human  institutions,  appears  to 
command  a  revision  of  a  part  of 
your  civil  code.  A  commission, 
chosen  firom  among  yourselves,  has 
undertaken  this  important  labor, 
and  the  project  of  the  first  book, 
which  it  has  already  discussed,  will 
be  communicated  to  you. 

My  thoughts  will  accompany 
you  in  the  discharge  of  your  fimc- 
tions,  and  you  wiU  find  me  ever 
ready  to  adopt  the  ameliorations 
which  may  be  proposed  to  me ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  resolved  to 
reject  every  species  of  concession 
that  may  be  prejudicial  to  your 
prosperity. 

Representatives  of  the  kingdom 
of  Poland,  may  you,  being  free 
from  all  influence,  proceed  in  your 
dehbcrations  with  calmness !  The 
futurity  of  your  country  is  in  your 
hands.  Consider  nothing  but  its 
welfare,  its  real  advantage.  Ren- 
der to  it  all  the  services  that  it 
expects  from  your  assembling  to- 
gether, and  second  me  in  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  wishes  which 
I  have  never  ceased  to  form  for  it. 


«o 
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8>VEDEN. 


TuANsianoN  of  a  Discourse  ddwered  by  ike  Exag^  before  the  Academy 
of  J^gricuUure^  on  the  anniversary  of  iis  instUution. 


Gentlemen — At  the  institution 
of  this  academy,  twelve  years  ago, 
I  remarked,  in  my  address,  that 
agriculture  flourished  most  where 
a  people  may  rest  secure  as  to 


vation  of  its  rights,  and  the  esta- 
blishment  of  its  prosperity,  are  not 
secured  by  precipitation,  which 
efiects  noUiing ;  permanent  im- 
provements must  be  introduced  by 


the  future,  under  the  protection  of    time  and  repeated  exertions.  There 


guaranties.  Our  expectations  have 
been  surpassed  by  the  results.  The 
influence  of  law,  regard  for  its  exe- 
cution, individual  security,  and  the 
assurance  that  the  power  of  go- 
vernment was  engaged  to  secure 
them  inviolate  and  lasting,  are  the 
causes  of  our  immense  productions, 
notwithstanding  the  severity  of  our 
cUmate. 

Twelve  years  ago,  we  were  de- 
pendent on  our  neighbors  for  the 
first  necessaries  of  life ;  we  are 
now  able  to  send  supplies  wherever 
a  scarcity  may  prevail.  The  ships 
of  Sweden  have  already  exported 
oar  grain  to  the  ports  of  the  Atlan- 
tic and  the  Mediterranean.  But, 
gentlemen,  there  is  one  grand  ob- 
ject which  should  ever  be  kept  in 
view  :  it  is  the  system  of  conserva- 
tion. If  this  principle  regulate 
enterprise,  equilibrium  will  be  pre- 
served, the  riches  of  the  country 
increased,  and  individual  fortunes 
enlarged.  We  should,  at  this  time, 
direct  agricultural  speculations  to- 
wards this  conservation,  rather  than 
to  the  maintenance  of  that  impulse 
already  given  to  them,  which  has 
been  so  perseveringly  and  success- 
fully followed. 

To  conquests  there  is  a  limit ; 


are  individuals  who  do  not  alwavs 
perceive  the  beneficent  purposes  of 
the  government,  and  imagine  them- 
selves aggrieved,  when  it  is  only  in- 
tended to  break  the  chains  by  which 
custom  has  bound  them ;  whilst  the 
very  extent  of  knowledge  in  others 
impels  them  to  leap  the  barrier  to 
their  wishes.  If  it  be  the  dutv  of 
a  citizen  to  respect  the  laws— evco 
if  they  contain  errors — the  chief  of 
a  state  himself  is  oflen  compelled 
to  act  cautiously  in  abrogating 
usages  consecrated  by  time,  how- 
ever opposed  they  may  be  to  the 
development  of  Uie  richness  and 
greatness  of  his  country. 

Nations  are  unlike  to  individuals. 
These  are  eager  to  enjoy  whatever 
dazzles,  captivates  and  enchains 
them.  Nations,  on  the  contrarvi 
perceive  ages  to  pass  away,  and 
await  the  approach  of  future  ones; 
the  slow  march  of  time  and  theei* 
perience  of  the  past^  confirm  their 
existence,  and  prepare  them  for  i 
condition  that  may  be  the  pri<fe 
of  their  contemplation.  It  is  this 
progressive  march  which  I  ask  for 
the  interests  of  agriculture.  It  in- 
structs us  that  the  surplus'  of  agri- 
cultural [)roduction8  «iouId  be  ex- 
changed 'against  the  products  ci 


Ihc  necessity  of  things,  the  force  of  industry  of  towns  :  and  that  while 

events,  and  nature  itself  require  it.  these  are  cultivators  of  the  soil,  and 

Let  us  profit  by  the  lessons  which  not  employed  in  manufacturing,  a 

every  thing   conspires    to    teach,  country  may  be  tranquil  in  its  inte- 

The  good  of  a  nation,  the  preser-  rior,  and  content  with  the  eojoy* 
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mcnt  of  its  labors.  But  if  towns 
compete  with  the  country  in  culti- 
vation, this  branch  of  industry 
must  finally  be  limited.  They 
must,  therefore,  labor  in  producing 
those  articles  which  we  require, 
and  for  which  we  are  yet  tributary. 
We  have  the  satisfaction  to  know, 
that  the  increase  of  population, 
since  1811,  b  equal  to  the  whole 
amount  of  that  of  the  two  most 
populous  provinces  of  the  kingdom 
at  that  time. 

A  nation  studies  the  legblation 
of  its  neighbors,  to  extract  from 
it  what  is  useful ;  it  should  study 
their  agriculture  and  administra- 
tion, to  profit  of  tlieir  discoveries, 
and  avoid  their  errors.  Agricul- 
ture is  a  branch  of  industry,  and 
the  most  important  of  all ;  but, 
like  others,  it  is  governed  by  laws, 
and  these  depend  on  the  quantity 
of  consumers.  If  production  be 
greater  than  consumption,  and 
have  not  a  home  or  foreign  market 
for  its  surplus,  the  gondition  of  the 
cultivator  will  become  every  day 
more  serious  and  distressing. 

Let  us  take  advantage  of  what- 
ever is  usefiil,  and  reject  what  is 
prejudicial.    Let  us  revert  to  the 


past,  reflect  on  the  present,  and 
trust  in  the  future  with  confidence, 
under  the  protection  of  that  Provi- 
dence, which  has,  in  so  miraculous 
a  manner,  watched  over  one  of  the 
most  ancient  people  of  Europe ; 
let  us  reflect  that  whilst  many  na- 
tions are  obliged  to  seek  new  re- 
sources to  supply  their  annual  de- 
ficit, the  two  governments  of  Scan- 
dinavia have  executed  great  works 
of  internal  communication  for  the 
benefit  of  agriculture,  and  every 
year  have  presented  an  excess  of 
revenue,  or  subtracted  fi'om  the 
burden  of  taxes  which  weighed 
most  heavily  on  the  agriculturist. 
Let  us  not  forget,  that  to  continue 
^ee  in  our  domestic,  and  indepen- 
dent in  our  pohtical  relations,  we 
have  but  to  prove  true  to  ourselves, 
and  to  reconcile  the  love  of  inde- 
pendence with  respect  for  authori- 
ty. The  two  people  of  the  penin- 
sula nuiintaining  relations  of  union 
and  mutual  confidence  and  attach- 
ment, will  be  powerful  in  that  con- 
nection, and  no  less  strong  in  the 
policy  of  their  government ;  for 
ambitious  of  not^g  abroad,  they 
have  nothing  to  fear. 


TRIALS  AND  LAW  PROCEEDINGS. 


CireuU  Court  qf  the  United  Statss^  the  EaHem 

STLVAKIA. 

Edwabd  D.  Cobfieu>,  v9,  Danisl  Cabral. 


rf  Pbbw- 


This  was  one  of  a  number  of  ac- 
tions of  trespass,  originally  brought 
in  the  district  court  for  the  city  and 
county  of  Philade^hia,  to  recover 
damages  for  an  alleged  interference 
with  the  rights  of  oystermen,  and 
the  owners  of  oyster  boatst  in  the 
cove  of  Morris  river,  Cumberland 
county,  New-Jersey. 

The  plaintiff  was  a  citizen  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  owner  of  the 
Hiram,  captured  in  the  act  of  dredg- 
ing, on  the  15th  May,  1821,  by  the 
schooner  Independence,  fitted  out 
firom  Leesburg,  on  the  river,  to  en- 
force obedience  to  the  oyster  laws 
of  New-Jersey.  The  defendant,  a 
citizen  of  New-Jersey,  was  one  of 
the  crew  of  the  Independence. 

In  these  circumstances,  the  case 
was  reipoved,  under  the  act  of  con- 
gress, to  the  circuit  court ;  and,  at 
April  sessions,  1 823,  a  verdict  taken 
for  the  plaintiff,  subject  to  the  opi- 
nion of  the  court  on  all  the  points 
in  controversy.  At  October  ses- 
sions, 1824,  the  cause  was  again 
fully  argued  by  counsel,  and  held 
under  advisement 

J.  R.  Ingersoll  and  C.  J.  Inger- 
soD,  for  plaintiff. 


Mcllvaine  and  Condy,  for  de- 
fendant. 

At  the  present  April  sessions, 
1825,  the  opinion  of  the  court  was 
delivered  by  Washington,  J.,  as 
follows : — 

The  points  reserved  present  for 
the^consideration  of  the  court  many 
interesting  and  difficult  questions, 
which  will  be  examined  in  the  shi^ 
of  objections,  made  by  the  plain- 
tiff's counsel,  to  the  seizure  of  the 
Hiram,  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
magistrates  of  Cumberland  county, 
upon  whose  sentence  the  defendant 
rests  his  justification  of  the  alleged 
trespass.    These  objections  are. 

First  That  the  act  of  the  legis- 
lature of  New-Jersey,  of  the  9th 
June,  1820,  under  which  this  ves- 
sel, found  engaged  in  taking  oy- 
sters in  Morris  river  cove,  by  means 
of  dredges,  was  seized,  condemned 
and  sold,  is  repugnant  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  in  the 
following  particulars : — 

1.  To  the  8th  sec.  of  the  Ist 
art.  which  grants  to  congress  the 
power  to  regulate  commerce  with 
foreign  nations  and  among  the  seve- 
ral states,  and  with  the  InSan  tribe?. 
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a.  To  the  2d  sec.  of  the  4th 
art.  which  declares  that  the  citi- 
zens of  each  state  shall  be  entitled 
to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of 
citizens  in  the  several  states. 

3.  To  the  2d  sec.  of  the  3d 
art.  which  declares  that  the  judi- 
cial power  of  the  United  States 
shall  extend  to  all  cases  of  admi- 
ralty and  maritime  jurisdiction. 

In  case  the  act  should  be  consi- 
dered as  not  being  exposed  to  these 
constitutional  objections,  it  is  then 
insisted — 

Secondly.  That  the  locus  in  quo 
was  not  witliin  the  territorial  limits 
of  New-Jersey:  But  if  it  was, 
then, 

Thurdly.  It  was  not  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  magistrates  of 
Cumberland  county. 

Fourthly.  We  have  to  consider 
the  objection  made'  by  the  defend- 
ant's counsel  to  the  form  of  this 
action. 

The  first  section  of  the  act  of 
New- Jersey  declares,  that  from  and 
after  the  1st  May  till  the  1st  Sep- 
tember, in  every  year,  no  person 
shall  rake  on  any  oyster-bed  in  this 
state,  or  gather  any  oysters  on  any 
banks  or  beds  within  the  same,  un- 
der penalty  of  10  dollars. 

2d  sec.  No  person,  residing  in 
or  out  of  this  state,  shall,  at  any 
time,  dredge  for  oysters  in  any  of 
tlie  rivers,  bays,  or  waters  of  the 
state,  under  the  penalty  of  50  dol- 
lars. 

The  3d  sec.  prescribes  the  man- 
ner of  proceeding  in  cases  of  vio- 
lations of  the  preceding  sections. 

The  two  next  sections  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  present  case. 

The  6th  section  enacts,  that  it 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person, 
who  is  not  at  the  time  an  actual  in- 
habitant and  resident  of  this  stat^, 
to  srather  oysters  in  any  of  the  ri- 


vcars,  bays,  or  waters,  in  this  state, 
on  board  of  any  vessel  not  wholly 
owned  by  some  person  inhabitant 
of,  or  actually  residing  in,  this 
state  ;  and  every  person  so  oflend- 
ing  shall  forfeit  10  dollars,  and 
shall  also  forfeit  the  vessel  em- 
ployed in  the  commission  of  such 
ofience,  with  all  the  oysters,  rakes, 
&.C.  belonging  to  the  same. 

The  7th  section  provides,  that  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  to 
seize  and  secure  such  vessel,  and 
to  give  information  to  two  justices 
of  the  county  where  such  seizure 
shall  be  made,  who  are  required  to 
meet  for  the  trial  of  the  said  case, 
and  to  determine  the  same ;  and, 
in  case  of  condemnation,  to  order 
the  said  vessel,  d&c.  to  be  sold. 

The  first  question  then  is,  whe- 
ther this  act,  or  either  section  of 
it,  is  repugnant  to  the  power  grant- 
ed to  congress  to  regulate  com- 
merce ?  Commerce,  with  foreign 
nations,  and  amongst  the  several 
states,  can  mean  nothing  more 
than  intercourse  with  those  na- 
tions, and  among  the  states,  for 
purposes  of  trade,  be  the  object  of 
the  trade  what  it  may.  This  in- 
tercourse must  include  all  the 
means  by  which  it  can  be  carried 
on,  whether  by  the  firee  navigatioa 
of  the  waters  of  the  several  states, 
or  by  a  passage  over  land  through 
the  states  where  such  passage  be- 
comes necessary  to  tlie  conmiercial 
intercourse  between  the  states.  It 
is  this  intercourse  which  congress 
is  invested  with  the  power  of  r> 
gulatmg,  and  with  which  no  state 
has  a  right  to  interfere.  But  the 
power,  which  comprehends  the  use 
of,  and  passage  over,  the  navigable 
waters  of  the  several  states,  does, 
by  no  means,  impair  the  ngfat  o^ 
the  state  governments  to  legiiht^ 
upon  all  8ubfect«)  of  internal  p^ 
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bee,  within  their  territorial  limits,  the  United  States  permit  to  be 
ivhich  is  not  forbidden  by  the  con-  carried  on. 
stitution  of  the  United  States,  even  The  grant  to  congress,  to  regu« 
although  such  legislation  may  in-  late  commerce  on  the  navigable 
directly  and  remotely  affect  com-  waters  belonging  to  the  several 
merce,  provided  it  do  not  interfere  states,  render  those  waters  the 
with  the  regulations  of  congress  public  property  of  the  United 
upon  the  same  subject — such  are  States,  for  all  the  purposes  of  na- 
inspection,  quarantine,  and  health  vigation  and  of  commercial  inter- 
laws,  laws  regulating  the  internal  course,  subject  only  to  congres- 
commerce  of  the  state,  laws  es-  sional  regulation.  But  this  grant 
tabhshing  and  regulating  turnpike  contains  no  cession,  either  express 
roads,  ferries,  canals,  and  the  like,  or  implied,  of  territory,  or  of  pub- 

In  the  case  of  Gibbon,  vs.  Og-  lie  or  private  property.  The  just 
den,  9  Wheat,  which  we  consider  privatum  which  a  state  has  in  the 
as  full  authority  for  the  principles  soil  covered  by  its  waters,  the  pro* 
above  stated,  it  is  said,  ^^  that  no  dnetq  of  that  soil  or  waters,  is  to- 
direct  power  over  these  objects  is  tally  distinct  from  the  jus  publicum 
granted  to  congress,  and,  conse-  with  which  it  is  closed.  The  for- 
quently,  they  remain  subject  to  mer,  such  as  fisheries  of  all  de- 
state  legislation.  If  the  legisla-  scriptions,  remains  common  to  all 
tive  power  of  the  union  can  reach  the  citizens  of  the  state  to  which 
them,  it  must  be  for  national  pur-  it  belongs,  to  be  used  by  them  ac- 
poses ;  it  must  be  when  the  power  cording  to  their  necessities,  or  ac- 
is  expressly  given  for  a  specified  cording  to  the  laws  which  regulate 
purpose,  or  is  clearly  incident  to  their  use.  ^^  Over  these,"  says 
some  power  which  is  expressly  Vattel,  book  1,  chap.  20,  sec.  235, 
given.''  246,  ^^  sovereignty  gives  a  right  to 

But  if  the  power  which  congress  the  nation  to  make  laws  regulating 
possesses  to  regulate  commerce  the  manner  in  which  the  common 
does  not  interfere  with  that  of  the  goods  are  to  be  used."  ^^  He  may 
state  to  regulate  its  internal  trade,  make  such  regulations  respecting 
although  the  latter  may  remotely  af-  hunting  and  fishing,  as  to  seasons, 
feet  internal  commerce,  except  as  he  may  think  proper,  prohibiting 
where  the  laws  of  the  state  may  the  use  of  certain  nets,  and  other 
conflict  with  those  of  the  general  destructive  methods."  J.  c.  sec. 
government,  much  less  can^that  248.  The  jus  publicum  consists 
power  impair  the  right  of  the  state  in  the  right  of  all  persons  to  use 
governments  to  legislate,  in  such  the  navigable  waters  of  the  state 
manner  as  in  their  wisdom  may  for  commerce,  trade,  and  inter- 
seem  best,  over  the  public  property  course,  subject,  by  the  constitution 
of  the  state,  and  to  regulate  the  of  the  United  States,  to  the  exclu* 
use  of  the  same,  where  such  regu-  aive  regulation  of  congress, 
lations  do  not  interfere  with  the  free  If,  then,  the  fisheries  and  oyster- 
navigation  of  the  waters  of  the  beds  within  the  territorial  limits  of 
state,  for  purposes  of  commercial  a  state,  are  the  common  property 
intercourse,  nor  with  the  trade  of  the  citizens  of  that  state,  and 
within  the  state  which  the  laws  of  were   not   ceded  to  the    United 
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States,  by  the  power  granted  to  state  inspection  laws,  but  internal 
congress  to  regulate  commerce,  it  restraints  upon  the  buying  and  aeD- 
is  difficult  to  perceive  how  a  law  ing  of  certain  articles  of  trade  ? 
of  the  state,  regulating  the  use  of  And  yet,  the  chief  justice,  speak- 
Ihis  common  property,  under  such  ing  of  those  laws,  6  Wheat.  20S, 
penalties  and  forfeitures,  as  the  oteerves,  that  ^^  their  object  is  to 
state  legislature  may  think  proper  improve  the  quality  of  articles  pro- 
to  prescribe,  can  be  said  to  inter-  duced  by  the  labor  of  a  country,  to 
fere  with  the  power  so  granted,  fit  them  for  exportation ;  or,  it 
The  act  under  consideration,  for-  may  be,  for  domestic  use.  They 
bids  the  taking  of  oysters  by  any  act  upon  the  subject  before  it  be> 
person,  whether  citizens  or  not,  at  comes  an  article  of  foreign  eom- 
unscasonable  times,  and  with  de-  merce,  or  of  commerce  among  the 
structive  instruments :  for  breaches  states,  and  prepare  it  for  that  pur- 
of,  the  law  prescribes  penalties  in  pose.*'  Is  not  this  precisely  the 
some  cases,  and  forfeitures  in  nature  of  those  laws  which  pre- 
others.  But  the  free  use  of  the  scribe  the  season  when,  and  the 
waters  of  the  state,  for  purposes  mannerin  which,  the' taking  of  oys- 
of  navigation  and  commercial  in-  ters  is  permitted  ?  Paving  stones, 
tercourse,  is  interdicted  to  no  per-  sand,  and  many  other  things,  are  is 
sons ;  nor  is  the  slightest  restraint  clearly  articles  of  trade  as  oysters 
imposed  upon  any  to  buy  and  sell,  — but  can  it  be  contended  that  the 
or  in  any  maimer  to  trade  within  laws  of  a  state,  which  treat  as  tort 
the  limits  of  the  state.  feasors  those  who  shall  take  dieni 
It  was  insisted  by  the  plaintiff's  away  without  the  permission  of  the 
counsel,  that  as  oysters  constitute  owner  of  them,  are  commercial 
an  article  of  trade,  a  law  which  regulations  ? 
abridges  the  right  of  the  citizens  of  We  deem  it  superfluous  to  par- 
other  states  to  take  them,  except  sue  this  subject  further,  and  ckne 
in  particular  vessels,  amounts  tcf  a  it  by  stating  our  opinion  to  be,  thai 
regulation  of  the  external  com-  no  part  of  the  act  under  eoomAO' 
merce  of  the  state.  But  it  is  a  ration  amounts  to  a  regolatioii  of 
manifest  mistake,  to  denominate  commerce,  within  the  meaning  of 
that  a  commercial  regulation,  the  8th  section  of  the  Ist  article 
which  merely  regulates  the  use  of  of  tlie  constitution, 
the  common  property  of  the  citi-  2.  The  next  question  is,  whe- 
zens  of  the  state,  by  forbidding  it  ther  this  act  infringes  that  sectkm 
to  be  taken  at  improper  seasons,  of  the  constitution  which  declares 
or  with  destructive  instruments,  that  the  citizens  of  each  state  sbaD 
The  law  does  not  inhibit  the  buy-  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  im- 
ing  and  selling  of  oysters  after  munities  of  citizens  ia  the  sevenl 
they  are    lawfully  gathered,   and  states? 

have  become  articles  of  trade  ;  but  The  inquiry  is,  what  are  the  pri- 

it  forbids  the  removal  of  them  from  vileges  and  immunities  of  citiuBS 

the  beds  in  which  they  grow,  Tin  in  the  several  states  ?    We  fed  no 

which   situation    they  cannot  oe  hesitation  in  confimng  these  ex- 

considcred  as  articles  of  trade,)  pressions  to  those  privileges  aad 

unless  under  the  regulations  which  immunities  which  are,  in  their  sa- 

the  law  prescribes.     What  are  the  ime^  fimdamatUi — ^wUch  bdoog< 
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of  right,  to  the  citizens  of  all  free  the  expression  of  the  preamble  of 
goveromeniB,  and  which  have,  at  the  corresponding  provision  in  tlie 
all  times,  been  enjoyed  by  the  citi-  old  articles  of  the  confederation,) 
zens  of  the  several  states  which  ^^  the  better  to  secure  and  perpetuate 
compose  this  union,  from  the  pe-  mutual  friendship  and  intercourse 
riod  of  their  becoming  free,  inde-  among  the  people  of  the  different 
pendent  and  sovereign.  What  these  states  of  the  union." 
fundamental  privileges  are,  it  would  But  we  cannot  accede  to  the 
perhaps  be  more  tedious  than  diffi-  proposition  which  was  insisted  upon 
cult  to  enumerate.  They  may,  by  the  counsel,  that,  under  this  pro- 
liowever,  be  all  comprehended  un-  vision  of  the  constitution,  the  citi- 
der  the  following  general  heads—  zens  of  the  several  states  are  enti- 
protection  by  the  government,  the  tied  to  participate  in  all  the  rights 
enjoyment  of  life  and  liberty,  with  which  belong  exclusively  to  the 
the  right  to  acquire  and  possess  citizens  of  any  particular  state, 
property  of  every  kind,  and  to  pur-  merely  upon  the  ground  that  they 
sue  and  obtain  happiness  and  safe-  are  enjoyed  by  those  citizens. 
ty,  subject,  nevertheless,  to  such  Much  less,  tliat,  in  regulating  the 
restraints  as  the  government  may  use  of  the  common  property  of 
justly  prescribe  for  the  general  good  the  citizens  of  such  state,  the  legis- 
of  the  whole.  The  right  of  a  citi-  lature  is  bound  to  extend  to  the 
zen  of  one  state  to  pass  through,  or  citizens  of  all  the  other  states  the 
to  reside  in  any  other  state,  for  same  advantages  as  are  secured  to 
purposes  of  trade,  agriculture,  pro-  their  own  citizens, 
fessional  pursuits  or  otherwise — to  A  several  fishery,  either  as  tlie 
claim  the  benefit  of  the  writ  of  ha-'  right  to  it  respects  running  fish,  or 
beas  corpus — to  institute  and  main-  such  as  are  stationary,  such  as  oy- 
tain  actions  of  any  kind  in  the  sters,  clams  and  the  like,  is  as  much 
courts  of  the  state— to  take,  hold  the  property  of  the  individual  to 
and  dispose  of  property,  either  real  whom  it  belongs  as  dry  land  or 
or  personal — and  an  exemption  land  covered  by  water,  and  is  equal- 
from  higher  taxes  or  impositions  ly  protected  by  the  laws  of  the  state 
than  are  paid  by  the  other  citizens  against  the  aggressions  of  others, 
of  the  state,  may  be  mentioned  as  whether  citizens  or  strangers.  When 
some  of  the  particular  privileges  these  private  rights  do  not  exist,  to 
and  immunities  of  citizens  which  the  exclusion  of  the  common  right, 
are  already  embraced  by  the  gene-  that  of  fishing  belongs  to  all  the 
ral  description'of  privileges  deemed  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  states- 
to  be  fundamental ; — to  which  may  it  is  the  property  of  all,  to  be  en- 
be  added  elective  franchise,  as  re-  joyed  by  them  in  subordination  to 
gulated  and  established  by  the  laws  the  laws  which  regulate  its  use. 
or  constitution  of  the  state  in  which  They  may  be  considered  as  tenants, 
it  is  to  be  exercised.  These,  and  in  common,  of  this  property,  and 
many  others  which  might  be  men-  they  are  so  exclusively  entitled  to 
tioned,  arc,  strictly  speaking,  pHr  the  use  of  it,  that  it  cannot  be  cn- 
viieges  and  immMtuHu;  and  the  joyed  by  others  without  the  tacit 
enjoyment  of  them,  by  the  citizens  consent  or  the  express  permission 
of  each  state,  in  every  other  state,  of  the  sovereign  who  has  the  power 
was  manifestly  calculated,  (to  use  to  regulate  its  use. 
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This  power  in  the  legislature  of 
New-Jersey,  to  exclude  the  citizens 
of  the  other  states  from  a  partici- 
pation in  the  right  of  taking  oysters 
within  the  waters  of  that  state,  was 
denied  by  the  plaintifTs  counsel, 
upon  principles  of  public  law,  in- 
dependent of  the  provision  of  the 
constitution  which  we  are  consider- 
ing, upon  the  ground  that  they  are 
incapable  of  being  appropriated 
until  they  are  caught.  This  argu- 
ment is  unsupported,  we  think,  by 
autliority.  Rutherforth,  B.  I.  c.  5. 
8.  4  and  5,  who  quotes  Grotius  as 
his  authority*,  lays  it  down,  that  al- 
though wild  beasts,  birds  and  fishes, 
which  have  not  been  caught,  have 
never,  in  fact,  been  appropriated, 
8o  as  to  separate  them  from  the 
common  stock,  to  which  all  men 
are  equally  entitled  ;  yet,  where  the 
exclusive  right  in  the  water  and 
soil  which  a  person  has  occasion  to 
use  in  taking  them,  is  vested  in 
others,  no  other  person  can  claim 
the  liberty  of  hunting,  fishing,  or 
fowling,  on  land  or  waters  which  are 
so  appropriated.  "  The  sovereign," 
says  Grotius,  b.  2.  c.  2.  s.  6,  ^^  who 
has  dominion  over  the  land  or 
waters,  in  which  the  fish  are,  may 
prohibit  foreigners,  [by  which  ex- 
pression we  understand  him  to 
mean  others  than  subjects  or  citi- 
zens of  the  state,]  from  taking 
them." 

That  this  exclusive  right  of  ta- 
king oysters  in  the  waters  of  New- 
Jersey,  has  never  been  ceded  by 
that  state,  in  express  terms,  to  the 
United  States,  is  admitted  by  the 
counsel  for  the  plaintifl^— >and  ha- 
ving shown,  as  we  think  we  have, 
that  this  right  is  a  right  of  property, 
vested  either  in  certain  individuaJs. 
or  in  the  state,  for  the  use  of  the 
citizens  thereof,  it  would,  in  our 
opinion,  be  going  quite  too  &r,  to 


construe  the  grant  of  .privileges 
and  immunities  of  citizens,  as 
amounting  to  a  grant  of  a  cotenan- 
cy in  the  common  property  of  the 
state,  to  the  citizens  of  all  the  other 
states.  Such  a  construction  would, 
in  many  instances,  be  productive  ot* 
the  most  serious  public  inconve- 
nience and  injury,  particularly  in 
regard  to  those  kincis  of  fish,  which, 
by  being  exposed  to  too  general 
use,  may  be  exliausted.  The  oyster 
beds  belonging  to  a  state,  may  be 
abundantly  sufficient  foi*  the  use  of 
the  citizens  of  that  stale,  but  might 
be  totally  exhausted  and  destro]^ 
if  the  legislature  could  not  so  re- 
gulate the  use  of  them,  as  to  ^- 
clude  the  citizens  of  the  other  states 
from  taking  them,  except  under 
such  limitations  and  reetrictioDS  u 
the  laws  may  prescribe. 

3d.  It  is  lastly  objected,  that  this 
act  violates  that  part  of  the  consti- 
tution, which  extends  the  judicial 
power  of  the  United  States  to  all 
cases  of  admiralty  and  maritime 
jurisdiction.  The  taking  of  oysters 
out  of  season,  and  with  destmctiTe 
instruments,  such  as  dredges,  is  sad 
to  be  an  offence  against  ti^e  ancient 
ordinances  and  statutes  of  the  ad- 
miralty, and  that  it  is  punished  by 
the  admiralty  as  a  misdemeanor. 
The  authority  relied  upon  to  estab- 
lish this  doctrine,  is  one  of  sir  L. 
Jenkins'  charges,  to  be  found  in  the 
2d  vol.  of  Frown's  C.  and  A.  Law, 
p.  475. 

The  amount  of  the  Argument  v, 
that  some  offences  of  this  kind,  are 
cases  of  admiralty  and  maritiBe 
jurisdiction.  The  laws  of  a  state 
upon  the  same  subject,  vesting  in 
the  same  tribunals  jurisdiction  over 
them,  are  repugnant  to  this  graflt 
of  jurisdicticm  to  the  jodicisiy  of 
the  United  Sutes. 

This  ai^gument^  we  think,  can* 
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uot  be  maintained.  For,  although 
the  rarious  misdemeanors,  enume- 
rated by  sir  L.  Jenkins  in  his  char- 
ges, may  have  been  considered  as 
admiralty  offences  at  that  period, 
either  under  the  common  law  or 
the  ancient  ordinances  and  statutes 
of  the  admiralty,  it  remains  yet  to 
be  shown,  that  they  became  such, 
and  were  cognizable  by  the  judicia- 
ry of  the  United  States,  indepen- 
dent of  some  act  of  the  national 
legislature  to  render  them  so.  Many 
of  those  ofiences  are  already  incor- 
porated into  the  criminal  code  of 
the  United  States  ;  and  no  person, 
it  is  presumed,  will  question  the 
power  of  congress,  by  ftirther  legis- 
lation, to  include  many  other  offen- 
ces, to  which  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
admiralty  in  England  extended  at 
the  period  above  alluded  to.  But 
it  is  by  no  means  to  be  conceded, 
that  because  ofiences,  of  the  na- 
ture we  are  now  considering,  may 
righfully  belong  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  English  admiralty,  the  power 
of  that  government  to  regulate  her 
fisheries  being  unquestionable,  con- 
gress has  a  like  power  to  declare 
similar  acts,  or  any  acts  at  all, 
done  by  individuals  in  relation  to 
.the  fisheries  within  the  limits  of  the 
respective  states,  offences  agauui 
the  UnUed  States,  There  are,  doubt- 
less, acts  that  may  be  done  upon  the 
navigable  waters  of  a  state,  which 
the  government  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  of  the  state,  have  a 
concurrent  power  to  prohibit  and  to 
punish  as  ofiences — such,  for  ex- 
ample, as  throwing  ballast  into 
them,  or  in  any  other  way  impeding 
the  fi^e  use  and  navigation  of  such 
rivers.  But  we  hold  that  the  power 
to  regulate  the  fisheries  belonging 
to  the  several  states,  and  to  punish 
those  who  should  transgress  those 
regulations,  was  exclusively  vested 


in  the  states,  respectively,  at  the 
time  when  the  present  constitution 
was  adopted,  and  that  it  was  not 
surrendered  to  the  United  States 
by  the  mere  grant  of  admiralty  and 
maritime  jurisdiction  to  the  judicial 
branch  of  the  government.  Indeed, 
this  power  in  the  states,  to  regulate 
their  fisheries  in  navigable  riven 
and  waters,  was  not,  in  direct  terms, 
questioned  by  the  plaintifTs  coun- 
sel, and  yet  their  argument  upon 
this  point,  when  followed  out  to  its 
necessary  consequences,  amounts 
to  a  denial  of  that  power. 

As  to  the 'ancient  criminal  juris- 
diction of  the  admiralty,  in  cases  of 
misdemeanors,  generally  commit- 
ted on  sea  or  on  waters  out  of 
the  body  of  any  country,  we  have 
very  respectable  authority  for  be- 
tieving  that  it  was  not  exercised, 
even  if  it  existed,  at  the  period 
when  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  was  formed  ;  and  if  so,  it 
woqld  seem  to  foUow,  that,  to  the 
exercise  of  jurisdiction  over  such 
offences,  some  act  of  the  national 
legislature,  to  punish  them  as  ofiSsn- 
ces  against  the  United  States,  is 
necessary.  We  find,  from  the 
opinions  of  learned  and  eminent 
counsel,  who  were  consulted  on 
the  subject,  that  misdemeanors, 
committed  upon  the  sea,  had  never 
been  construed  as  being  embraced 
by  the  stat.  28,  H.  8.  c.  15;  and 
that  the  criminal  jurisdiction  of  the 
admiralty,  except  as  exercised  un- 
der that  statute,  had  become  obso- 
lete; so  that,  without  an  act  of 
parliament,  they  could  not  be  pro- 
secuted at  all.  2.  Browns  C.  and  A. 
law,  app'x,  519  to  521.  If  then  it 
could  be  admitted  that  congresB 
might  legislate  upon  the  subject  of 
fisheries  within  the  limits  of  the 
several  states,  upon  the  grounds  of 
the  admiralty  and  maritime  jurisr 
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diction,  it  would  seem  to  be  a  con- 
elusive  answer  to  the  whole  of  the 
argument  on  this  point.  But  no 
such  legislation  has  taken  place, 
and,  consequently,  the  power  of 
the  state  governments  to  pass  laws 
to  regulate  the  fisheries  within  their 
respective  limits,  remains  as  it  stood 
before  the  constitution  was  adopted. 

Secondly.  The  next  general 
<|uestion  to  be  considered  is,  whe- 
ther the  boundaries  of  the  state  of 
New  Jersey  include  the  place  where 
the  Hiram  was  seized  whibt  enga- 
ged in  dredging  for  oysters. 

The  grant  from  Charles  II.,  to 
liis  brother  the  duke  of  York,  of  the 
territory  of  which  the  present  state 
of  New-Jersey  was  a  part,  dated 
12th  March,  1663—4,  was  of  all 
that  territory  lying  between  the 
rivers  St.  Croix,  adjoining  Nova- 
Scotia,  and  extending  along  the  sea 
coast,  southerly,  to  the  east  side  of 
the  Delaware  bay,  together  with  all 
islands,  soils,  rivers,  harbors,  marsh- 
es, waters,  lakes,  fishings,  huntings, 
sportings,  and  all  the  royalties,  pro- 
fits, commodities,  hereditaments 
and  appurtenances,  to  the  same  be- 
longing and  appertaining,  with  full 
power  to  govern  the  same. 

The  grant  of  the  duke  of  York, 
dated  24th  June,  1664,  to  lord 
Berkley  and  sir  Geo.  Carteret,  afler 
reciting  the  above  grant,  conveys 
to  them  all  that  tract  of  land,  lying 
to  the  westward  of  Long  Island 
and  Manhatten  Island,  bounded  on 
the  east,  part  by  the  main  sea,  and 
part  by  Hudson's  river,  ^^  and  hath 
upon  the  west  Delaware  bay  or 
river,  and  extended  southward," 
&«.  ^^  with  all  rivers,  fishings,  and 
all  other  royalties  to  the  said  premi- 
ses belonging,"  d^c. 

There  is  no  material  difference 
between  these  grants,  as  to  the 
boundaries  of  New  Jersey,  on  the 


westward,  and  we  are  of  opinion, 
that  although  the  rule  of  the  law  of 
nations  is,  that  where  a  nation  takes 
possession  of  a  country,  separated 
by  a  river  from  another  nation,  and  it 
does  not  appear  which  had  the  prior 
possession  of  the  river,  they  shall 
each  extend  to  the  middle  of  it ;  yet 
that,  when  the  claim  to  the  country 
is  founded,  not  on  discovery,  and 
occupancy,  but  on  grant,  the  boun- 
dary on  the  river  must  depend  upon 
the  just  construction  of  the  grant 
and  intention  of  the  parties,  to  be 
discovered  from  its  face.  Taking 
this  as  the  rule,  we  think  that  the 
claim  of  New  Jersey,  under  these 
grants^  to  any  part  of  the  bay  or 
river  Delaware,  below  water  mark, 
cannot  be  maintained.  The  prin- 
ciple here  suggested  is,  we  con- 
ceive, fully  recognized  and  adopted 
by  the  supreme  court,  in  the  case 
of  Handly's  lessee  e.  Anthony,  5 
Wheat.  Neither  do  we  conceive 
that  the  limits  of  the  state  can,  by 
construction,  be  enlarged  by  virtue 
of  tlie  grant  of  aU  rivers,  fishings^ 
and  other .  royalties,  which  expres- 
sions ought,  we  think,  to  be  con- 
fined to  rivers,  fishings,and  royalties, 
vnihinihe  boundaries t^ the gratUed 
premises.  This  appears  to  have 
been  the  opinion  of  the  crown  law* 
ycrs,  who  were  ccmsiilted,  moie 
than  a  century  ago,  respecting  the 
boundaries  of  New  Jersey  and  Penn- 
sylvania ;  and  this,  too,  after  hev- 
ing  counsel  upon  the  questioii. 
Their  opinion  was,  that  the  right 
of  the  river  Delaware  and  the  irianb 
therein,  still  remained  in  the  crowB. 
See  Chalmer's  opinions. 

Notwithstanding  this  objection  to 
the  title  of  New  Jersey,  wbikt  a 
proprietary  government,  to  any 
part  of  the  bay  and  river  Delawars, 
it  seems  that  the  proprietariei  of 
West  Jersey  claimed,  if  not  Ae 
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whole  of  the  river,  a  part  of  it,  al 
least,  below  low  water  mark,  as  ftir 
back  as  the  year  1683,  as  appears 
by  a  resolution  of  the  assembly  of 
that  province,  in  that  year,  *'*'  that 
the  proprietary  of  the  province  of 
Pennsylvania  should  be  treated  with, 
in  reference  to  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  this  province,  to  or  in  the 
river  Delaware." 

By  certain  concessions  of  the  pro- 
prietaries, freeholders  and  inhabi- 
tants of  west  New  Jersey,  some- 
time about  the  year  1676,  they 
granted  that  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  province  should  have  liberty  of 
fishing  in  Delaware  river,  or  on  the 
sea  coast. 

In  1693,  a  law  passed  in  that 
province,  which  enacted  that  all 
persons,  not  residing  in  that  pro- 
vince or  within  the  province  of 
Pennsylvania,  who  should  kill  or 
bring  on  shore  any  whale,  in  Dela- 
ware bay^  or  elsewhere  within  the 
boundaries  of  that  government^ 
should  be  liable  to  a  certain  pe- 
nalty. 

In  the  year  1771,  another  act 
was  passed  for  improving  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Delaware,  and,  in 
1 783,  another  act  was  passed,  which 
annexed  all  islands,  islets  and  dry 
land,  in  the  river  Delaware,  belong- 
ing to  the  state,  as  low  down  as  the 
state  of  Delaware,  to  such  counties 
as  they  lay  nearest  to.  And,  in  the 
same  year,  the  compact  was  made 
between  the  states  of  New  Jersey 
and  Pennsylvania,  by  which  the  le- 
gislatures of  the  respective  states 
were  authorized  to  pass  laws  for 
regulating  and  guarding  the  fishe- 
ries in  the  river  Delaware,  annexed 
I  to  their  respective  shores,  and  pro-' 
viding  that  each  state  should  exer- 
cise a  concurrent  jurisdiction  on 
the  said  river. 

These    acts    prove,   beyond    a 


doubt,  that  the  proprietaries  of  west 
New  Jersey,  from  a  very  early  pe- 
riod, asserted  a  right  to  the  river 
Delaware,  or  to  some  part  thereof, 
below  low  water  mark,*  and  along 
its  whole  length  :  and  since  the 
western  boundary  of  the  province^ 
under  the  grant  of  the  duke  of 
York,  was  precisely  the  same  oa 
the  bay  as  on  the  river,  it  may  fair- 
ly be  presumed,  independent  of  his 
grant,  to  the  proprietaries  in  1680, 
and  the  concessions  made  by  them 
in  the  year  1676,  that  this  claim 
was  extended  to  the  bay  for  the 
purpose  of  navigation,  fishing  and 
fowling. 

In  this  state  of  things  the  revolu- 
tion was  commenced  and  conduct- 
ed to  a  successful  issue,  when  his 
Britannic  majesty,  by  the  treaty  of 
peace,  acknowledged  the  several 
states  to  be  sovereign  and  indepen- 
dent, and  relinquished  all  claims, 
not  only  to  the  government,  but  to 
proprietary  and  territorial  right  of 
the  same.  The  right  of  the  crown 
to  the  bay  and  river  Delaware  being 
thus  extinguished,  it  would  seem  to 
follow,  that  the  right,  claimed  by 
New  Jersey  in  those  waters,  was 
thereby  confirmed,  unless  a  better 
title  to  the  same  should  be'  found  to 
exist  in  some  other  state.  Whether 
the  claim  of  New  Jersey  extended 
to  the  middle  of  the  bay,  as  we  see, 
by  the  compact  with  Pennsylvania, 
it  did  to  the  middle  of  the  river,  is 
a  question  which  we  have  no 
means  of  solving.  But  that  the 
proprietors  and  inhabitants  of  west 
New  Jersey  made  use  of  the  bay, 
both  for  navigation  and  fishing, 
under  a  claim  of  title  firom  a  period 
nearly  coeval  with  the  grants  of  the 
province,  can  hardly  admit  of  a 
doubt.  This  right,  indeed,  is  ex- 
pressly granted  by  the  duke  of 
York  to   William  Penn   and  the 
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other  proprietaries  of  west  New 
Jersey,  by  his  grant,  bearing  date 
6th  Aug.  1680.  It  contains  a  grant, 
not  only  of  all  bays  and  rivers,  to 
the  granted  premises  belongings  but 
abo  tlie  free  use  of  all  bays  and 
nvers,  leading  into  or  lying  between 
the  granted  premises,  for  navigO" 
Hon^Jiahing  or  otherwise.  The  on- 
ly objection  which  could  have  been 
opposed  to  the  exercise  of  those 
acts  of  ownership,  under  this  grant, 
was,  that  the  duke  had  hinoself  no 
title  to  the  bay  and  river  Delaware, 
under  the  royal  grant  to  him.  But 
the  presumption  is,  nevertheless, 
irresistible,  that  the  benefits  intend- 
ed to  be  bestowed  by  this  grant, 
and  which  were  confirmed  by  the 
other  acts  of  the  provincial  govern- 
ment, before  noticed,  were  consi- 
dered by  the  inhabitants  of  the  pro- 
vince as  being  too  valuable  not  to 
be  enjoyed  by  them.  This  use  of 
the  bay  and  rivers  amounted  to  an 
appropriation  of  the  water  so  used. 
Vat.  b.  1.  c.  22.  s.  266  :  and  this 
title  became,  as  has  been  before 
observed  indefeasible  by  the  treaty 
of  peace,  except  as  against  some 
other  state,  having  an  equally  good 
or  a  better  title. 

How  far  this  title  in  Now  Jersey 
may  be  affected  by  the  grants  of 
the  duke  of  York  to  William  Penn, 
in  1682,  of  the  tract  of  country 
which  now  forms  the  state  of  Dela- 
ware, it  would  be  improper  in  this 
case  to  decide.  But  that  the  use 
of  the  bay  for  navigation  and  fish- 
ing was  claimed  and  enjoyed  by 
the  inhabitants  of  that  province, 
under  those  grants,  is  as  fairly  to 
be  presumed  as  that*  it  was  so 
claimed  and  used  by  the  inhabitants 
of. New  Jersey ;  and  we  are  strong- 
ly inclined  to  think,  that  if  the 
right  of  the  former  of  these  states 
to  the  bay  of  Delaware  was  foimd- 


ed  on  no  other  title  but  that  of  q>- 
propriation,  by  haviog  used  it  for 
purposes  of  navigation  and  fishiog, 
the  effect  of  the  rerol^tion  and  of 
the  treaty  of  peace  was  to  extend 
the  limits  of  those  states  to  the 
middle  of  the  bay,  from  its  mooth 
upwards.  But  be  the  title  of  the  state 
of  Delaware  what  it  may,  we  are 
clearly  of  opinion,  that,  as  between 
the  plaintiff,  who  asserts  and  has 
certainly  shown,  no  conflicting  tide 
in  the  state  of  Delaware,  to  the 
bay,  and  the  state  of  New  Jersey, 
or  those  acting  under  the  sanction 
of  her  laws,  the  court  is  bound  to 
consider  that  law  as  a  Bufiicient  jus- 
tification of  the  proceedings  niuier 
it,  provided  the  locus  in  quo  was 
within  the  body  of  the  county  of 
Cumberland,  which  is  next  to  be 
considered. 

Third.  The  third  general  ques- 
tion then  is,  whether,  admitting  the 
locus  in  quo  to  be  within  the  terri- 
torial limits  of  New  Jersey,  it  is 
within  the  limits  of  the  coooty  of 
Cumberland,  in  which  the  proc^d- 
ings  complained  of  took  place. 

The  boundaries  of  this  county, 
towards  the  bay,  are  thus  desoi- 
bed  in  the  act  which  created  i^— 
^^  bounded  by  Ci^  May  comitf 
to  Delaware  baiif^  and  <fteii  tip  JMs- 
VHtrebaytotkeplacecfhegkmmgJ* 
If  the  opinion  of  the  court,  upsn 
the  last  preceding  questioD,  as  to 
the  construction  of  the  original 
grafit  from  Charles  U.  to  the  doke 
of  York,  be  correct,  it  would  seem 
to  follow,  that  the  western  bounda- 
ry of  this  county  extends  only  to 
low-water  mark  on  Delawmre  biy« 
the  expression  ^  to  Delnwarebty,** 
implying  nothing  more  than  to  the 
east  side  of  that  bay,  wUch  tbe 
law  extends  to  low-waler  nuA 
We  mean  not,  however,  to  giw  ny 
decided  opinion  on  this  poat»  b^- 
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cause,  in  the  first  place,  if  there  be 
any  weight  in  the  above  suggestion, 
(and  nothing  more  is  intended,)  the 
legislature  of  that  state,  can,  at  any 
time,  should  it  be  deemed  necessa- 
ry, define,  with  greater  precision, 
the  limits  of  the  counties  bordering 
on  the  bay  ;  and^  secondly,  because 
we  think  it  unnecessary  to  decide 
that  point  in  the  present  case,  being 
dearly  of  opinion,  fourthly,  that 
the  objections  to  this  form  of  action 
are  fiital. 

It  is  an  action  of  trespass, 
brought  by  the  owner  of  the  Hiram, 
for  illegally  seizing,  taking  and  car- 
rying away  the  said  vessel.  It  ap- 
pears, by  the  evidence,  that  at  the 
time  of  the  alleged  trespass,  the 
vessel  was  in  possession  of  John 
Keen,  in  virtue  of  a  hiring  of  her 
to  him,  for  a  month,  by  Hand,  who 
had  previously  hired  her  of  the 
plaintiff,  and  that  the  time,  for 
which  Keen  had  hired  her,  had  not 
expired  when  the  seizure  was  made. 
The  question  is,  can  the  plaintifiT, 
under  these  circumstances,  main- 
tain this  action  ? 

We  hold  the  law  to  be  clearly 
settled,  that,  to  enable  a  person  to 
maintain  trespass  or  trover  for  an 
injury  done  to  a  personal  chattel, 
the  plaintiff  must  have  had,  at  the 
time  the  injury  was  done,  either  ac- 


tual or  constructive  possession  of 
the  thing  as  well  as  a  general  or 
a  qualified  property  therein.  The 
merely  being  out  of  the  actual  pos- 
session, is  not  sufilicient  to  defeat 
the  action,  provided  he  has  a  right 
to  demand  it,  because  the  general 
property,  prima  facie,  draws  to  it 
the  possession.  But,  if  the  gene^ 
ral  owner  part  with  the  possession 
to  another  person,  under  a  contract 
which  entitles  such  person  to  an 
interest  in  the  thing,  though  for  a 
limited  time,  the  owner  cannot  be 
considered  as  having  a  construc- 
tive possession  during  that  time, 
and,  consequently,  he  cannot  main- 
tain an  action  of  trespass  for  an 
injury  done  to  it  during  such  pos- 
session of  the  bailee.  His  only 
remedy  is  an  action  on  the  case  m 
consequential  damages.  (See  1 
Chit.  Plead.  166,  167,  150,  and 
the  cases  there  cited ;  also,  8 
Johns.  Rep.  337 ;  7  Johns.  Rep. 
9, 536  ;  11  Johns.  Rep.  385.)  Thd 
Hiram,  then,  having  been  lawfiilly 
in  possession  of  Keen,  under  a 
contract  of  hiring  for  a  month, 
which  time  had  not  expired  at  the 
time  the  alleged  trespass  was  com- 
mitted, the  action  cannot  be  sup- 
ported. 

Let  judgment  be  entered  for  the 
defendant. 


CiRCVIT  COUBT  OF  THE  U.  S.  OcTOBEB  SbSSIOTVS,  1825. 

Present — Judges  Washington  and  Peters. 
United  States  vs.  Juan  Galbebto  De  Ortboa. 


This  was  a  prosecution  under 
the  act  of  congress,  of  the  30th 
of  April,  1790,  the  twenty-eighth 
section  of  which,  declares,  ^^  That 
if  any  person  shall  violate  any  safe 
conduct  or  passport,  duly  obtained 


the  United  States,  or  shall  assault, 
strike,  wound,  imprison,  or  in  any 
other  manner  infract  the  law  of 
nations,  by  offering  violence  to  the 
person  of  an  ambassador  or  other 
public  minister,  such  person,  so 


and  issued,  under  the  authority  of    ofifending,*  on  conviction,  shall  be 
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imprisoned  not  exceeding  three 
Years,  and  fined  at  the  discretion 
of  the  court." 

There  were  two  indictments, 
one  charging  tJie  defendant  with 
an  assault  and  hattery  upon  the 
person  of  Don  Hilario  de  Rivas  y 
Salmon,  charge  d'affaires  of  his 
catholic  majesty,  near  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  know- 
ing him  to  be  sucli ;  the  other 
charging  Inm  witl)  an  infraction  of 
the  laws  of  nations,  by  (committing 
tlie  said  assault  and  battery.  To 
both  the  indictments  the  defendant 
pleaded  ^*  not  guilty :"  and  both 
were  tried  at  the  same  time. 

The  facts  of  the  case,  as  proved 
by  Mr.  Salmon,  (who  presented 
himself  to  the  court  as  a  voluntary 
witness,)  were  as  follow :  On  the 
night  of  the  17tli  of  September 
last,  whilst  Mr.  Salmon  was  re- 
turning from  the  circus,  he  heard 
the  steps  of  some  person  walking 
gcntiv  behind  him,  and  presently 
the  cnHendant  accosted  him  in  a 
solitary  place,  seizing  him  1)y  the 
breast  of  the  coat,  and  saying,  in 
an  angry  manner,  ^^  Mr.  Salmon, 
I  am  Ortega ;  you  have  insulted 
ine,  and  I  seek  satisfaction.''  Mr. 
Salmon  replied,  "  1  have  never  in- 
sulted you,  but  you  insult  me  now  ; 
please  to  let  me  go."  "  No,"  re- 
plied the  defendant,  ^'  I  have  got 
you  now%  and  I  will  not  let  you  go, 
unless  you  will  promise  to  give  me 
satisfaction,  for  you  have  published 
many  falsehoods  against  me.'^ 
Mr.  Salmon  replied,  that  he  had 
published  nothing  against  him,  but 
in  answer  to  a  very  insulting  mani- 
festo of  his,  against  all  kings,  and 
especially  against  his  government, 
lie  further  added,  is  it  so  long,  af- 
ter your  arrix^,  that  you  seek  sa- 
tisfaction for  an  old  offence  ?  and  is 
fhis  the  way  vou  demand  it  ?  Have 


you  no  friend  to  send  on  such  an 
errand .?  You  know  who  I  am,  and 
where  1  live.  Tlie  defendant  still 
retaining  his  bold,  Mr.  S.  again  de- 
sired him  to  let  him  go,  threatening 
to  strike  him  if  he  did  not.  The  de- 
fendant answered,  ^^  You  need  not 
strike  me,  for  I  shall  fight  you  in 
another  place,"  and  then  inquired 
if  he  had   any  arms   about  him  ? 

m 

Mr.  S.  replied  that  he  had  not,  for 
he  professed  to  be  a  peaceable  man. 
The  defendant  observed,  that  he 
had  none  either,  but  that  he  couM 
easily  procure  them  if  Mr.  S.  would 
fight.  Mr.  S.  answered  tliat  he 
should  fight  him  immediately  if  be 
did  not  release  him.  All  remon- 
strances proving  fruitless,  Mr.  S. 
thrust  tlie  defendant  with  the  point 
of  his  umbrella:,  which  was  re- 
turned by  a  blow  with  another  um- 
brella. 

The  fight  continued  for  some 
time,  when  Mr.  S.  having  greatly 
the  advantage,  having  bold  of  hs 
cravat,  with  his  back  fixed  against 
the  wall,  Mr.  Smith  came  up,  and 
desired  them  to  separate.  Mr.  S. 
agreed  to  release  the  defendant,  if 
he  would  promise  to  keep  the 
peace.  Tliis,  afler  some  hesita- 
tion, was  promised,  and  the  de- 
fendant was  released.  But  almost 
immediately  afterwards,  the  de- 
fendant again  approached  Mr.  S. 
in  a  menacing  attitude,  with  one 
of  his  arms  raised.  Mr.  Smith  im- 
mediately interposed,  and,  after  re- 
minding the  defendant  of  his  pro- 
mise, told  him,  that  if  he  was  deter* 
mined  to  have  a  fight,  he  must  fi^ 
him .  This  put  an  end  to  the  affivj, 
and  the  parties  separated. 

Another  witness,  Mr.  Wallacei 
stated,  that  he  paired  the  parties, 
who  were  talking  in  Spanish,  vidi 
apparent  ill  blood,  and  that  he  cBd 
not  observe  the  defbndant  to  hiTr 
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hold  of  Mr.  Salmon.  He  stop[>ed 
at  a  short  distance  from  them,  and 
remained  till  the  fight  was  over. 

To  prove  the  public  character 
of  Mr.  S.  the  following  evidence 
was  given  :  An  official  letter  from 
Mr.  Anduaga,the  Spanish  minister, 
just  previous  to  his  departure  from 
the  United  States,  dated  the  16th 
March,  1823,  and  addressed  to  the 
secretary  of  state  of  the  United 
States,  informing  him  that  he  had 
appointed  Mr.  S.  charge  d'affaires 
of  his  cathohc  majesty,  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  ;  and  anotlier  letter,  to 
the  same  effect,  from  the  same 
person,  addressed  to  Mr.  S. — a 
letter  from  the  secretary  of  state, 
dated  the  20th  of  the  same  month, 
addressed  to  Mr.  Anduaga,  in  an- 
swer to  the  above,  recognizing  the 
character  of  Mr.  S.  and  stating  he 
should,  with  pleasure,  correspond 
with  him. 

Two  letters  from  the  secretary 
of  state,  dated  the  4th  of  April, 
1823,  and  the  24th  September 
last,  addrtssed  to  Mr.  S.  as  charge 
d'affaires,  the  latter  being  in  an- 
swer to  one  addressed  to  the  de- 
partment, complaining  of  the  outp 
rage  committed  by  the  defendant, 
in  wliich  the  secretary  regrets  the 
circumstance,  and  states,  in  sub- 
stance, that  the  public  prosecutor 
would  do  what  was  proper  on  the 
occasion. 

Mr.  Brent,  the  chief  clerk  in  the 
department  of  state,  was  then  ex- 
amined, who  deposed,  that  Mr. 
Salmon  was  recognized  by  the 
president  as  charge  d'affaires,  on 
the  retiring  of  Mr.  Anduaga,  and 
was  accredited  by  the  secretary  of 
state,  who  had  continued  to  cor- 
respond with  him  as  such,  from  the 
departure  of  Mr.  Anduaga,  till 
within  a  short  time  past. 
Mr.  Salmon  stated,  upon  his  ex- 


amination, that  Mr.  Anduaga  was 
appointed  minister  to  the  United 
States,  under  what  was  termed  the 
constitutional  government,  which 
was  established  on  the  9th  March, 
1820,  and  might  be  said  to  have 
terminated  about  the  1  st  October, 
1823. 

To  prove  that  the  public  charac- 
ter of  Mr.  Salmon  was  known  to 
the  defendant,  two  letters  from  him, 
dated  in  May,  1824,  addressed  to 
Mr.  S.  as  charge  d'affaires,  were 
read. 

The  counsel  for  the  defendant 
offered  to  prove,  by  a  witness,  the 
contents  of  two  decrees  of  the  king 
of  Spain,  bearing  date  the  Ist  and 
20th  October,  1823,  as  well  as 
another  called  the  decree  of  purifi- 
cation, issued  in  December,  1824, 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  that 
Mr.  S.,  not  having  complied  with 
the  last  decree,  ceased  to  be  a 
minister  of  the  Spanish  king.  ThQ 
court  refused  to  permit  sueh  evi- 
dence to  be  given,  stating,  that 
although  the  unwritten  law  of  a 
foreign  country  may  be  proved  by 
witnesses,  the  written  law  can  be 
proved  only  by  itself. 

To  prove  tlmt  a  charge  d'affaires 
is  a  public  minister,  entitled  to  the 
same  privileges,  immunities  and 
protection,  and  that  it  is  sufficient, 
though  he  have  no  letters  of  cre- 
dence, if  he  be  received  by  the  go- 
vernment to  which  he  is  sent,  and 
personally  presented,  the  district 
attorney  referred  to  Merl.  Repert. 
of  jurisprudence,  vol.  8,  p.  238, 
and  contended,  that  the  public  cha- 
racter of  Mr.  Salmon  was  abun- 
dantly proved. 

The  counsel  for  the  defendant 
insisted.  1st,  That  the  alleged  as* 
sault,  by  the  defendant,  was  not 
sufficiently  proved,  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Wallace,  upon  that  point,  be 
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ing  opposed  to  that  of  Mr.  Salmon. 
That,  even  if  it  were  not,  it  is  no 
assault  for  one  person  gently  to  lay 
his  hand  upon  another,  or  io  take 
him  by  the  coat,  as  Mr.  iSalmon 
states  was  done  in  this  case.  That 
the  first  assault  was  committed  by 
Mr.  t:>ahnon,  whicli  will  justify  a 
battery  committed  even  on  a  foreign 
minister. 

2d.  That  no  evidence  had  been 
given,  sufficient  to  prove  that  the 
defendant  knew  the  public  charac- 
ter of  Mr.  Salmon,  without  which 
the  offence  is  not  made  out.  For, 
although  Mr.  Salmon  may  have 
been  charge  d'affaires,  in  1824, 
yet  the  defendant  liad  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that  he  was  displaced  by  vir- 
tue of  the  Spanish  decrees,  parti- 
cularly that  of  purification. 

3d.  That  the  minister,  Mr.  An- 
duaga,  had  no  autliority  to  appoint 
Mr.  Sahnon  charge  d'afiaires ;  for 
the  appointment  could  be  made 
only  by  the  government  of  Spain. 
But  if  he  had  the  power,  still  the 
official  character  of  that  gentleman 
ceased  with  the  constitutional  go- 
vernment, and  could  only  revive  by 
a  new  appointment  of  the  king 
upon  his  restoration,  of  which  no 
evidence  had  been  given.  They 
denied  that  the  recognition  of  his 
public  character  by  the  executive 
of  the  Ignited  States,  was  sufficient 
evidence  of  his  being  a  minister 
and  entitled  to  the  immunities  of 
one. 

Afler  argument  by  counsel,  the 
district  attorney,  C.  J.  Ingersoll, 
esq.  for  the  prosecution,  and  S. 
Chew,  Kittera  and  J.  R.  Ingersoll, 
esqrs.  for  the  defendant :  Washing- 
ton, Justice,  delivered  the  foUowing 
charge  to  the  jury. 

This  is  a  prosecution  instituted 
by  the  United  States  for  the  pur- 
pose of  vindicating  the  law  of  na- 


tions, and  of  the  United  States, 
oflended  as  is  charged,  in  the  per- 
son of  a  foreign   minister,  by  an 
assault  committed  on  him  by  the 
defendant.       It  is   a  case  which 
cannot  fail  to  be  highly  interesting 
to  tlie  defendant,  and  to  our  go- 
vernment.    To  the  former,  on  ac- 
count of  the   punishment    which 
might  be   the  consequence  of  a 
conviction ;  and  to  tlie  latter,  be- 
cause the  government  of  the  United 
States,  like  that  of  all  civilized  na- 
tions is  bound  to  afford  redress  for 
the  violation   of  those   privilege? 
and  immunities  which  the  law  of 
nations  confers  upon  foreign  mi- 
nisters, and  which  are  consecrated 
by  the  practice   of  the  civilized 
world.     A   neglect  or  refusal  to 
perform  this  duty,  might  lead  to 
retaliation  upon  our  own  ministers 
abroad,  and  even  to   war.     The 
case,  therefore,  from   its  import- 
ance,  recommends  itself  to   the 
gravest  attention  both  of  the  court 
and  of  the  jury. 

There  are  two  questions  for  your 
consideration — 1st.  Is  the  charge, 
that  an  assault  was  committed  by 
the  defendant  upon  Mr.  Sahnon 
sufficiently  proved  ?  If  it  be,  lh«i, 
secondly,  was  Mr.  Salmon  a  public 
minister  at  the  time  the  assault  was 
made? 

As  to  the  first  questioo,  (afler 
summing  up  the  evidence,  the  judge 
said,)  it  was  argued  by  the  counsd 
for  the  defendant,  that,  to  consti- 
tute an  assault,  it  must  be  accom- 
panied by  some  act  of  violence— 
the  mere  taking  hold  of  the  coat, 
or  laying  the  hand  gently  upon  the 
person  of  another,  it  is  contended, 
does  not  amount  to  this  oflenee, 
and  that  nothing  more  is  proved  in 
this  case  even  by  Mr.  Salmon.  It 
is  very  true,  that  these  acts  imj 
very  innocently  be  done  withcmt 
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ofTending  the  law.  If  done  in  friend- 
ship, for  a  benevolent  purpose,  and 
the  like,  the  act  would  certainly  not 
amount  to  an  assault.  But  these 
acts,  if  done  in  anger,  or  in  a  rude 
and  insolent  manner,  or  with  a  view 
to  hostility,  amount  not  only  to  an 
assault  but  to  a  battery.  Even  stri- 
king at  a  person,  though  no  blow  be 
inflicted,  or  raising  the  arm  to  strike, 
or  holding  up  one's  fist  at  him,  if 
done  in  anger  or  in  a  menacing 
manner,  are  considered  by  the  law 
as  assaults.  It  is,  then,  for  you 
to  say,  whether,  fromt  he  evidence 
which  has  been  given  in  the  case, 
Mr.  Salmon's  coat  was  seize<l,  or 
laid  hold  of  by  the  defendant  in 
kindness,  and  for  a  justifiable  cause, 
or  in  anger,  and  with  hostile  inten- 
tions ?  If  the  latter,  it  is  an  un- 
questionable case  of  assault  and 
battery. 

It  was  further  argued  by  the  de- 
fendant's counsel,  tliat  the  only 
witness  to  prove  the  assault,  is 
the  party  who  considers  himself  to 
have  been  aggrieved,  and  therefore, 
that  his  evidence  ought  to  be  re- 
ceived with  great  caution,  particu- 
larly as  another  witness,  Mr.  Wal- 
lace, who  was  present,  did  not 
observe  the  defendant  to  have  hold 
of  Mr.  Salmon's  coat.  It  is  for 
the  jury  to  say,  whether  the  evi- 
dence of  the  fact,  as  stated  by  Mr. 
Salmon,  is  contradicted  by  Mr. 
Wallace,  and  if  it  be,  whose  state- 
ment is  most  to  be  believed,  and 
whether  this -latter  witness,  who 
deposed  that  he  passed  the  parties 
in  the  night,  and  stopped  at  some 
paces  from  them,  had  it  as  much 
in  his  power  to  give  correct  in- 
formation in  relation  to  the  fact  as 
Mr.  Salmon,  who  was  immediately 
engaged  in  the  transaction,  had? 
If  there  be  no  absolute  contradic- 


tion, tlie  mere  circumstance  that 
the  testimony  given  in  support  of 
the  prosecution,  is  by  the  party 
alleged  to  be  aggrieved,  ought  to 
have  very  little  influence  on  the 
decision  of  the  case.  The  law 
makes  him  a  competent  witness. 
He  has  no  interest  whatever  in  the 
decision  of  this  case,  and  if  his 
character  be  unimpeachcd,  his  tes- 
timony, given  in  such  a  manner 
as  not  to  justify  a  suspicion  of 
his  want  of  strict  veracity,  and  he 
stands  uncontradicted  by  other  tes- 
timony, he  is  a  credible  witness* 
and  entitled  to  be  believed. 

Again,  it  has  been  insisted,  that, 
by  waiving  his  privilege,  in  becom- 
ing a  voluntary  witness,  he  has,  him- 
self, violated  the  law  of  nations  and 
his  duty  to  his  sovereign.  If  this 
be  so,  that  is  a  matter  to  be  settled 
by  them.  We  have  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  It  deprives  him  neither  of 
his  competency  nor  of  his  credi« 
bilitv. 

But,  should  the  jiuy  feel  doubts 
as  to  the  first  assault,  on  the  ground 
of  any  discrepancy  in  the  evidence, 
the  witnesses  all  agree,  that  afler 
Mr.  Salmon  released  the  defendant, 
upon  his  promise  to  keep  the  peace, 
the  defendant  again  approached 
him  in  a  hostile  and  menacing  man- 
ner, with  his  arm  raised,  when  a 
further  conflict  was  prevented  by 
the  commendable  interposition  of 
Mr.  Smith.  That  this  act  amount- 
ed to  an  assault,  admits  of  not  the 
slightest  doubt,  and  brings  the  case 
within  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
congress,  provided  Mr.  Salmon  was 
a  foreign  minister,  which  is  the  sop 
cond  point  to  be  considered. 

Second.  Was  Mr.  Salmon  a  fo- 
reign minister  at  the  time  the 
alleged  offence  was  coijunitted? 
(The  judge  here  recapitulated  tite 
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evidence  of  Mr.  Salmon^s  oflicial  constitution  of  the  United  States 
character,  and  then  i)roceedcd.)  having  v&sted  in  the  president  the 
The  counsel  for  tlie  defendant  have  power  to  receive  ambassadors  and 
gone  into  a  rigid  examination  of  other  public  ministers,  has  neces* 
the  credentials  of  Mr.  Salmon,  sarily  bestowed  on  that  branch  of 
They  deny  that  any  thing  short  of  government,  not  only  the  right,  but 
credentials,  emanating  from  the  the  exclusive  right,  to  judge  of  the 
sovereign,  or  from  some  department  credentials  of  the  ministers  so  ro- 
of his  government,  charged  to  ]>er-  ceived  ;  and  so  long  as  they  con* 
form  duties  of  this  nature,  could  tinue  to  be  recognized  and  treated 
constitute  him  a  minister ;  and  that,  by  the  president  as  ministers,  the 
even  if  the  appointment  of  minister  other  branches  of  the  government 
under  the  constitutional  govern*  are  bound  to  consider  them  as 
ment  of  Spain,  was  sufficient,  it  be-  such.  If  courts  of  justice  could 
came  void,  by  the  revolution,  which  sit  in  judgment  upon  the  decision 
restored  the  king  to  his  former  pow-  of  the  executive,  in  reference  to 
er,  and  rendered  a  re-appointment  the  public  character  of  a  foreign 
necessary.  minister,  and  by  pronouncing  him 

If  these  were  questions  fit  for  unduly   appointed,  or   improperly 

judicial  inquiry  and  decision,  we  recognized,  deprive    him    <^  the 

should  say,  that  the  appointment  of  .privileges  of  a  minister,  what  an 

a  charge  d^affairs  by  a  foreign  minis-  extraordinary  anomaly  would  such 

ter,  upon  his  retiring  from  the  sta-  an    interference    present    to    the 

tion  to  which  he  had  been  appoint-  world  ? 

cd,  is  usual  in  practice,  and  if  he  be  The  individual  who  should  be 
recognized  as  such  by  that  branch  of  placed  in  this  predicament,  would, 
the  government  which  is  authorised  for  all  the  purposes  of  his  own  or 
to  receive  ministers,  and  with  which  this  government,  be  a  minister,  the 
he  is  to  transact  the  business  of  his  representative  of  his  sovereiirn,  au- 
own  sovereign,  his  character  of  thorised  to  transact  the  business 
minister  is  unquestionable.  And  with  which  he  is  charged,  and  to 
further,  that  if  after  the  constitu-  bind  his  sovereign,  whilst  acting  in 
tional  government  of  Spain  termi-  obedience  to  his  orders ; — and  yet 
nated,  a  re-appointment,  or  a  re-  he  would  be  no  minister  in  the  view 
cognition  by  the  king,  of  the  public  of  the  judiciary,  and  of  course  not 
character  of  this  gentleman,  were  entitled  to  the  protection  due  to 
necessary,  still  as  he  is  found,  after  that  character.  In  other  words,  a 
a  lapse  of  about  two  years,  the  re-  public  minister,  without  the  priri- 
cognized  minister  of  Spain  by  our  leges  and  immunities  of  one.  For, 
government,  we  ought  to  presume,  notwithstanding  this  judicial  inter- 
that  his  sovereign  has  done  all  that  ference,  he  would  still  continue  to 
he  thought  necessary  to  clothe  him  be  a  minister  as  long  as  the  preai- 
with  that  character.  dent  should  continue  to  recognixe 

But  the  conclusive   answer  to  him  as  such,  and  no  judgment  of  a 

these  arguments  is,  that  these  are  court  of  justice  could  deprive  him 

matters  of  state,  with  which  courts  of    that   character,     although   it 

ofjustice  have  nothing  to  do.    Tho  should    withhold    from   him  ih^ 
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sanctity  appertaining  to  it  Be-  posed  by  the  district  attorney,  that 
sides,  if  it  belongs  to  courts  of  jus*  even  if  the  first  assault  had  been 
ticc  to  meddle  with  these  matters,  made  by  Mr.  Salmon  on  the  de- 
and,  looking  beyond  the  acts  and  fendant,  the  blow  which  was  re- 
conduct of  the  president,  to  de-  turned  would  have  been  an  offence 
cide  a  person  recognized  by  him  under  the  act  of  congress.  But 
to  be  a  minister,  to  be  no  minis-  this  is  not  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
ter ;  surely  that  branch  of  the  go-  A  foreign  minister,  by  committing 
vemment  ought  to  possess  all  the  the  first  assault  so  &r  loses  his 
lights  to  guide  their  judgment  privilege,  that  he  cannot  complain 
which  are  possessed  by  the  presi-  of  an  infraction  of  the  law  of  na- 
dent,  and  should,  consequently,  be  tions,  if,  in  his  turn,  he  should  be 
empowered  to  call  for,  and  expose  assaulted  by  the  party  aggrieved, 
to  public  view,  the  archives  of  state.  This  was  decided  by  this  court  in 
and  the  correspondence  of  the  ex-  Liddle^s  case.  It  was  insisted  by 
ccutive  of  this  nation  with  foreign  the  defendant's  counsel,  that  it  was 
nations,  in  relation  to  the  subject  incumbent  on  the  prosecutor  to 
on  which  the  decision  is  to  be  prove  that  the  public  character  of 
made.  Yet  who  would  be  wild  Mr.  Salmon  was  known  to  the  de- 
cnough  to  maintain  a  proposition  fendant  at  the  time  this  transaction 
so  extravagant  and  absurd  ?  took  place.  If  this  position  could 
The  principles  which  have  been  be  maintained,  still,  as  it  is  shown 
stated,  are  those  which  governed  by  the  defendant's  letters  to  Mr. 
this  court  in  Liddle's  case,  decided  Salmon,  in  May,  1824,  that  he  then 
in  1 807,  in  which  it  was  stated,  knew  that  gentlemen  to  be  the  Spa- 
that  the  certificate  of  the  secretary  nish  charge  d'afiaires  ;  if  he  had 
of  state,  that  the  person  claiming  afterwards  ceased  to  be  so,  it  lay 
to  be  a  charge  d*affaires,  was  re-  on  the  defendant  to  prove  it. 
ceived  and  recognized  as  such  by  Knowing  him  once  to  have  been 
the  executive  of  this  government,  entitled  to  this  character,  he  acted 
was  the  best  evidence  which  could  at  his  peril  if  it  should  turn  out 
be  given  of  that  fact.  The  only  that  that  character  still  continued, 
properinquiry,  in  short,  in  cases  of  or  if,  indeed,  the  reverse  should 
this  nature,  is,  has  tlie  person  claim-  not  be  proved, 
ing  to  be  a  foreign  minister,  been  But,  in  point  of  law,  it  is  imma- 
received  and  recognized  as  such  by  terial  whether  the  defendant  knew 
the  executive  of  this  government  ?  that  the  person  assaulted,  was  the 
If  he  has,  the  evidence  of  those  charge  d'affaires  or  not.  And  this 
iacts  is  not  only  sufficient,  but,  in  point,  also,  was  decided  in  the  case 
our  opinion,  conclusive,  upon  the  before  referred  to,  of  United  States 
subject  of  his  privileges  as  a  minis-  vs.  Liddle. 

ter.  Such  has  been  the  nature  of  As  to  the  Spanish  decrees,  al- 
the  evidence  given  in  this  case.  luded  to  by  the  counsel  for  the  de- 
It  now  remains  only  to  notice  fendant,  there  is  no  evidence  given 
two  or  three  arguments  of  the  of  them  and,  consequently,  they 
counsel,  upon  which  some  reliance  are  not  to  be  noticed  by  the  jury, 
was  placed.     It  seemed  to  be  sup-  It  is  impossible  for  the  court  or  jury 
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to  say,  whether  they  do  or  do  not 
afiect  Mr.  Salmon. 

With  this  charge  the  jury  retired, 


and  brought  in  a  verdict  of  ouiltt 
upon  each  indictment. 


Martin  vs,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 


The  case  was  argued  at  the  last 
October  session,  of  the  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
second  circuit,  upon  a  statement 
of  facts,  which  set  forth,  that  the 
plaintiff  was  the  owner  of  a  num- 
ber of  notes  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  amounting,  in  the 
whole,  to  ^500,  which  his  agent, 
after  the  publication  of  a  notice  by 
the  directors  that  the  bank  would 
not  pay  cut  notes  unless  all  the 
parts  were  produced,  divided  into 
halves  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and 
forwarded  in  two  parcels,  by  differ- 
ent mails,  for  Philadelphia,  one  of 
which  parcels  never  arrived.  The 
demand  of  the  plaintiff  was  for 
the  payment  of  the  full  amount  of 
the  notes. 

Mr.  Binncy  argued  for  the  plain- 
tiff, and  Mr.  Sergeant  for  the  U.  S. 
bank.  ' 

The  opinion  of  judge  Washing- 
ton was  as  follows : 

Washington,  J. — I  have  care- 
fully reviewed  the  decision  of  this 
court  in  the  case  of  Bullet  vs.  the 
bank  of  Pennsylvania,  aided  by  the 
light  shed  upon  the  question  in- 
volved in  that  and  the  present  case, 
by  the  able  argument  of  the  coun- 
sel on  each  side.  My  opinion  re- 
mains unchanged,  and  is,  indeed, 
confirmed  by  the  two  American 
cases  cited  at  the  bar,  and  par- 
ticularly the  luminous  argument  of 
judge  Drayton,  in  the  case  of  Pat- 
ton  V9,  the  State  Bank. 

The  principles  upon  which  this 


court  decided  the  case  of  Bullet 
vs.  the  bank  of  Pennsylvania, 
were,  that  a  bank  or  any  other  pro- 
missory note,  is  the  evidence  of  a 
debt  due  by  the  maker  to  the  hold- 
er of  it,  and  nothing  more.  It  is, 
also,  the  highest  species  of  evi- 
dence, if  it  be  in  the  power  of  the 
owner  of  the  note  to  produce  it 
But,  if  it  be  lost,  or  destroyed,  or 
by  fraud  or  accident  has  gone  into 
the  possession  of  the  maker,  the 
owner  does  not  thereby  lose  his 
debt,  but  the  same  continues  to  ex- 
ist in  all  its  vigor,  unafiected  by 
the  accident  which  htm  deprived 
the  owner  of  the  means  of  proving 
it  by  the  note  itself.  The  deM 
still  existing,  the  law,  which  al- 
ways requires  of  a  party  that  he 
should  produce  the  best  evidence 
of  his  right  of  which  the  nature  of 
the  thing  is  capable,  permits  him, 
where  such  better  evidence  is  lost, 
or  destroyed,  or  not  in  his  power, 
to  give  inferior  evidence  ;  by  pro- 
ving the  contents  of  the  lost  pa- 
per, and  if  this  be  satis^torily 
made  out,  he  is  entitled  to  re- 
cover. 

If  the  evidence  be  not  lost,  but 
is  merely  impaired  by  accident,  or 
even  by  design,  if  such  design  be 
not  done  to  injure  the  maker  or  to 
cancel  the  debt,  the  principles  of 
law  is  the  same.  Cuttiiig  a  bank 
note  into  two  parts,  does  not  dii- 
charge  the  bank  from  the  debt  of 
which  the  note  was  but  the  evi-^ 
dencc,  nor  does  it  even  inqwr  tbe 
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evidence  itself,  if  by  uniting  the 
parts,  the  contents  of  the  entire 
note  can  be  made  out.  If  one  of 
the  parts  should  be  lost  or  destroy- 
ed, the  debt  would  be  no  more  ef- 
fected than  if  the  entire  note  had 
been  lost  or  destroyed.  The  evi- 
dence is  impaired,  indeed,  not  only 
by  the  act  of  cutting  the  note,  but 
by  the  same  accident  which  would 
have  effected  the  entire  note  had 
that  been  lost.  In  both  cases,  the 
owner  must  resort  to  secondary 
evidence,  and  is  bound  to  prove 
that  the  note  did  once  exist,  that  it 
is  lost  or  destroyed,  and  that  he  is 
the  true  and  bona  fide  owner  of 
the  debt.  If  one  part  only  of  the 
note  be  lost,  the  difficulty  which  the 
real  owner  of  it  has  to  encounter, 
in  proving  his  right  to  the  debt,  is 
diminished.  For  if  the  entire 
note  be  lost  to  the  ovnier  of  it,  at 
the  time  of  the  accident,  he  may 
not  be  entitled  to  the  debt  of  which 
it  was  the  evidence  at  the  time  he 
demanded  payment,  because  the 
note,  passing  from  hand  to  hand, 
by  bare  delivery,  may  have  been 
found,  and  have  got  into  the  pos- 
session of  a  bona  fide  holder.  But 
against  the  real  owner  of  one  half 
of  the  note  there  cannot  possibly 
be  an  opposing  right.  The  finder, 
or  robber,  of  the  other  half  part, 
cannot  assert  a  right  to  the  debt, 
because  he  cannot  prove  that  he 
came  fairly  to  the  possession  of  the 
evidence  of  it.  I  speak  judicially, 
when  I  say  he  caifhot  prove  this 
fact,  because  he  cannot  do  it  with- 
out the  aid  of  perjury,  which  the 
law  does  not  presume,  and  can  in 
no  instance  guard  against. 

If  the  lost  half  note  gets  fairly 
into  the  hand  of  a  third  person,  he 
takes  it  with  notice  that  there  may 
be  a  better  title  in  the  possessor  of 
the  other  hal£»  and.  consequently. 


he  looks  for  indemnity  to  the  per- 
son from  whom  he  received  the 
half  part,  if  it  should  turn  out 
that  he  was  not  the  real  owner  of 
the  entire  note.  It  is  impossible, 
therefore,  that  the  bank  can  be  le- 
gally called  upon  to  pay  the  note 
twice  ;  and  if  the  officers  of  the 
institution  suffer  themselves  to  be 
imposed  upon,  by  insufficient  or 
fiilse  evidence,  by  which  means  the 
bank  is  brought  into  this  predica- 
ment, she  must  abide  the  loss,  as 
being  occasioned  by  an  error  of 
judgment  in  the  officers  of  the 
bank,  or  their  want  of  due  cau- 
tion, llie  law  cannot  adapt  its 
provisions  to  every  possible  case 
that  may  occur,  and  it  therefore 
proceeds  from  necessity  upon  ge- 
neral principles,  applicable  to  all 
cases.  If  upon  any  other  ground 
than  fraud  and  perjury,  the  maker 
of  the  lost  note  may,  by  possibility, 
be  twice  charged;  the  law  will 
not  expose  him  to  that  risk,  by  re-^ 
lieving  the  asserted  owner  of  it,^ 
not  because  there  may  be  imposi- 
tion in  the  case,  or  because  the 
debt  ought  not  to  be  paid,  but  be- 
cause the  proof  that  the  claimant 
is  the  real  owner  of  the  debt  is 
defective  ;  for  it  by  no  means  fol- 
lows, that  because  the  lost  note  did 
belong  to  him,  that  it  may  not  be 
the  property  of  some  other  person. 
A  court  of  law,  therefore,  will,  in 
such  a  case,  dismiss  the  party  from 
a  form  which  has  no  means  of  se- 
curing the  maker  of  the  not^ 
against  a  double  charge,  and  leave 
hun  one,  where  those  who  ask  of  it 
equity,  will  be  compelled  to  do 
equity. 

The  case,  then,  resolves  itself 
very  much  into  a  question  of  juris- 
diction. For  it  is  quite  clear,  that 
the  real  owner  of  a  debt,  the  evi- 
dence of  which  b  lost,  is  entitled 
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to  supply  the  want  of  the  better 
evidence,  by  that  which  is  seconda- 
ry ;  and  this  rule  of  evidence  is  the 
same  in  equity,  as  at  law.  But 
whether  the  application  lor  relief 
shall  be  in  the  one  court  or  the 
othier,  must  depend  upon  the  par* 
ticular  case,  and  its  fitness  for  the 
one  jurisdiction  or  the  other. 

Many  diHiculties  were  stated  by 
the  defendant's  counsel,  to  which 
the  practice  of  cutting  the  notes 
and  transmitting  them  by  mail,  ex- 
poses banking  institutions,  in  iden- 
tifying the  part  of  a  note  when 
produced  for  payment.  That  these 
difficulties  do,  in  a  measure,  exist, 
must  be  admitted  ;  but  the  bank 
knows  there  can  be  but  one  owner 
of  the  note,  and  who  tliat  one  is, 
must  be  satisfactorily  proved,  to 
entitle  him  to  the  payment  of  it. 
The  bank  has  a  just  right  1  o  call 
for  such  proof;  and  if  it  be  truly 
and  faithfully  given,  there  can  be 
jpo  risk  in  paying  it.  I'he  pos- 
^sessor  of  the  other  part  of  the  note, 
as  already  observed,  by  whatever 
means  acquired,  can  never  oblige 
the  bank  t6  pay  the  money  over 
again  to  him.  But  after  all,  the 
rule  of  law  does  not  rest  upon 
these  circumstances.  The  maker 
of  the  note  is  bound  to  pay  to  the 
person  who  proves  himself  to  be 
the  legal  owner  of  it,  and  the  dif- 
ficulties complained  of  are  not 
greater  than  those  which  attend 
most  litigated  questions.  It  may 
Qot  be  improper  here  to  observe, 
that  the  decision  in  the  case  of 
Bullet  vs.  the  bank  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, did  not  proceed  upon  any  usage 
applicable  to  the  case,  none  such 
was  stated,  in  the  case  agreed,  or 
alluded  to  by  the  court.  The  next 
question  is  new ;  no  case  like  it 
was  cited  at  the  bar,  nor  is  there 
any  within  the  recollection  of  the 


court.  It  is,  nevertheless,  within 
the  range  of  some  general  princi- 
ples of  law,  by  the  light  of  which, 
1  think,  it  may  be  decided. 

The  question  is,  whether  it  was 
competent  to  the  bank  to  notify 
the  holders  of  her  note^,  that  in 
case  they  should  be  voluntarily  cut 
into  parts,  she  would  not  pay  them, 
unless  all  the  parts  should  be 
brought  together. 

I  mean  to  treat  the  question  as 
if  the  notice  were  brought  home 
to  the  plaintifl^.  It  is  unnecessary 
in  this  case  to  decide  how  far  par- 
tics  to  a  contract  may,  by  positive 
stipulations,  change  the  rules  of 
evidence  appUcable  to  that  particu- 
lar contract.  If  they  may  do  so, 
it  must  be  upon  the  basis  of  an 
agreement  assented  to  by  both 
parties. 

But  upon  what  principle  is  it, 
that  one  party  to  a  contract  can 
prescribe  terms  to  absolve  himself 
from  the  obligation,  without  the 
assent  of  the  other.  I  know  of 
none.  If  the  banks  could  dictate 
to  the  holders  of  her  notes  the  con- 
dition stated  in  this  notice,  upon 
the  performance  of  which,  and  not 
otherwise,  she  would  pay  them, 
she  might  with  equal  authoritj 
prescribe  any  other  condition,  and 
declare  in  what  case  she  would 
pay,  and  in  what  case  she  would 
not.  The  note  is  the  evidence  of 
an  engagement  by  the  bank  to  paj 
a  certain  sum  of  money  to  the 
bearer  of  it,  aAd  the  general  law 
of  the  land  declares,  that  if  sock 
note  or  a  part  of  it  ^oold  be  loit 
or  destroyed,  the  debt  diall  nevo- 
theless  be  paid  upon  satisfiictorj 
proof  being  made  of  the  ownerel^p 
or  loss.  Thus  sanctioned  these 
notes  pass  from  hand  to  hasd; 
and  if  the  bank  can  nerertbeta 
discharge  herself  from  the  oUi* 
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gaUon  io  pay  them,  unless  both 
parts  of  the  note  be  produced,  or 
unless  the  note  be  produced  entire, 
(and  there  is  no  difference  between 
the  two  cases,)  then  the  arbitrary 
declaration  of  the  bank  must  be 
stronger  than  the  law.  This  ob- 
servation appUes  with  equal  force 
to  every  other  species  of  contract, 
where  one  of  the  parties  to  it  at- 
tempts to  prescribe  to  the  other 
the  rules  of  evidence  by  which 
alone  he  will  be  governed. 

I  thought  the  defendant's  coun- 
sel seemed  unwiUing  to  contend 
that  the  bank  could  go  the  length 
of  declaring  that  tliey  would  not 
pay  a  lost  note,  or  one  which  had 
been  torn  or  defaced  by  accident ; 
but  if  the  court  is  correct  in  their 
opinion  upon  the  first  point,  it  fol- 
lows, that  the  law  as  much  as  com- 
pels the  bank  to  pay  the  owner  of 
half  a  note,  where  the  other  half  is 
lost^as  to  pay  in  the  two  cases 
supposed ;  and  if  so,  the  right  of 
the  bank  to  prescribe  terms  in  the 
one  case,  if  admitted,  would  be 
equally  valid  in  the  others.  There 
can  be  no  difference,  unless  it  be, 
that  in  the  one,  the  notes  were  vo- 
luntarily  cut,  in  the  otlier,  they 


were  torn  by  accident;  but  the 
owner  of  the  debt  being  also  tlie 
owner  of  the  paper  which  is  the 
evidence  of  it,  he  had  a  legal  right 
to  cut  it ;  and  by  doing  so,  he 
could  not  impair  its  obligation,  un- 
less he  intended  to  do  so.  In  all 
these  cases,  the  note  is  cut  with  a 
view  to  the  security,  not  the  de- 
struction of  the  debt,  by  dividing 
the  chances  of  preserving  part  of 
the  evidence  of  it,  in  case  the  other 
part  should  be  lost.  The  defend- 
ants do  not  condemn  the  practice, 
even  if  it  could  for  a  moment  be 
admitted  that  they  had  a  right  to  do 
either.  That  is  not  the  gravamen 
stated  in  the  notice — it  is  the  pro- 
duction of  one  of  the  parts  for 
payment  unaccompanied  by  the 
other  part.  That  is  the  case  in 
which  the  bank  declares  she  will 
not  pay,  and  in  which  the  law  pro- 
nounces she  shall  pay. 

I  am  of  opinion,  that  judgment 
should  be  entered  for  the  plaintiff. 

Peters,  Justice,  delivered  his 
opinion,  entirely  concurring  with 
that  of  judge  Washington. 

Judgment  for  plaintiff  for  the 
full  amoimt  of  the  notes. 


Six  hundred  and  fifty-one  Chests  Hyson  Skin  Tea, 
LiPPiNcoTT  &  Co.  damatUs^  ad,  the  United  States. 


This  case  comes  up  on  a  writ 
of  error  to  the  district  court  of  the 
southern  district  of  New  York. 
The  seizure  of  the  teas  having 
been  made  upon  land,  the  informa- 
tion was  filed  in  that  court,  as 
a  court  of  common  law,  and  the 
cause  tried  by  a  jury,  and  a  special 
verdict  found,  which  ascertains  and 
settles  all  matters  of  fact  in  the 
'cause. 


The  information  sets  out,  that 
the  teas  were  imported  into  the 
United  States  in  July,  1825,  fi-om 
Canton,  in  the  ship  Benjamin 
Rush,  and  were  subject  to  the 
payment  of  duties,  and  then  alleges 
the  following  grounds  upon  which 
the  forfeiture  is  claimed : 

1st.  That  the  teas  were  unladen 
and  delivered  from  the  ship  or  ves- 
sel in  which  they  had  beeii  import- 
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cd  at  Philadelphia,  without  having  tificate  issued  accompanying  each 

been  entered  at  any  custom  house,  chest,  as  by  law  required.     That 

or  in  the  office  of  any  collector  of  Thompson,  the  importer^  gave  his 

the  customs  in  the  United  States,  bond  for  the  duties.    That  the  teas 

and  without  any  permit  from  any  were  deposited  in  store  according 

collector  or  naval  officer ;  and  that  to  the  provisions  of  the  62d  section 

the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  the  of  the  collection  law  of  2d  March, 

said  teas  had  not  been  paid  or  se-  1799,  (3  vol.  L.  U.  S.  193,)  and 

cured   to   be  paid  to  the  United  then  setting  out  the  purchase  and 

States.  transfer  of  the  teas  to  the  claim- 

2d.   That  the  teas  so  imported  ants,  and  denying  all  knowledge  of 

ought,  according  to  the  provisions  the  teas  having  been  illegally  or  in 

of  the  act  in  such  case  made  and  any  improper  manner  taken  trom 

provided,   to    have   been  marked^  the  stores  where  they  were  depo- 

and  accompanied  toith  the  certifi-  sited.    And  traversing  the  allega- 

catea  required  by  the  act ;  and  were  tions  in  the  information,  that  the 

found  concealed  in  a  store  in  Pearl  teas  were  unladen,  and  dehvered 

street,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  without  having  been  duly  entered 

the  possession  of  some  person  un-  or  without  a  permit,  or  without  the 

known  to  the  district  attorney,  un-  duties  having  been  paid  or  secured 

accompanied  hy  the  marks  and  cer-  to  be  paid,  or  that  the  teas  were 

ti/icates  prescribed  by  law,  and  that  concealed,  unaccompanied  with  the 

the  duties  had  not  been  paid  or  marks  and  certificates  prescribed  by 

secured  to  be  paid.  law. 

3d.   That  the  said  teas,  so  im-        The  special  verdict  finds,^that 

ported,   &c.  ought  to  have  been  the  teas  were  imported,  entered, 

marked,    and    accompanied    with  landed  and  inspected  according  to 

certificates,  as  required  by  the  act  law,  and  as  set  forth  in  the  claim 

in  such  case  made  and  provided  ;  and  answer, 
and  were  found  in  a  store  in  Pearl        That  the  duties  imposed  by  law 

street,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  on  the  teas,  had  not  been  paid,  nor 

the  possession  of  Smith  and  NicoU,  secured  to  be  paid   in  any  other 

unaccompanied  by  such  marks  and  manner,  than  by  said  Thompson's 

certificates    as  are   prescribed   by  general  bond,  and  by  storing  said 

law,  on  which  said  teas  the  duties  teas  as  provided  by  law,  and  in  the 

have  not  been  paid  or  secured  to  manner  set  forth  in  the  claim  and 

be  paid.  answer. 

To  this  information  Lippincott  That  when  the  teas  were  found 
&  Co.  interpose  their  claim  and  in  Wew  York,  the  certificates  pro- 
answer,  setting  out  particularly  and  vided  by  law  to  accompany  each 
circumstantially  the  importation  of  chest,  did  not  accompanv  them, 
the  teas  by  Edward  Thompson —  but  were  in^  Philadelphia^  in  the 
that  they  were  duly  entered  at  the  hands  of  the  claimants,  but  that 
custom  house  in  Philadelphia,  and  each  chest  bore  all  the  marks  re- 
unladen  and  landed  in  the  presence  quired  by  law,  and  as  set  forth  in 
of  a  custom  house  officer,  under  the  claim. 

a  permit  from  the  collector,  and        That  the  teas  were  not  coDceil- 

each  chest  duly  inspected,  weighed,  'ed  as  set  forth  in  the  infonnatioo. 
marked  and  numbered,  and  a  cer-        That  the  claimants,  until  after 
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the  teas  were  found  in  New  York,  try  may  require  rigid  laws  to  guard 

were  wholly  ignorant  of  the  man-  against  fraud,  yet  on  the  other,  the 

ner  in  which  the  same  had  been  rights  of  the  innocent  ought  to  be 

obtained  from  the  store  in  Phila-  protected,  and  care  should  be  taken 

delphia,  without  paying  the  duties  not  so  to  shackle  trade  and  com- 

due  thereon,  or  giving  further  bond  merce,  as  to  check  the   industry 

to  secure  the  same.  and  enterprise  of   the   merchant, 

And  that  the  teas  were  trans-  and  render  hazardous  to  the  whole 

ported  to  the  city  of  New  York,  community  the  purchase  of  articles 

in  the  manner  set  forth  in  the  claim,  which   may  have  been  subject  to 

In  examining  the  questions  which  the  payment  of  duties.  I  am  not 
are  presented  by  this  case,  it  is  t$  aware  of  a  single  instance,  where 
be  borne  in  mind,  that  it  is  a  pro-  by  any  positive  provision  in  the 
ceeding  against  the  teas  as  forfeit'  revenue  laws,  a  forfeiture  is  incur - 
ed  to  the  United  States,  by  reason  red,  that  it  does  not  grow  out  of 
of  an  alleged  violation  of  some  part  some  fraud,  misconduct,  or  i:\egli- 
of  our  revenue  laws  ;  and  not  to  gence  of  me  party  on  whom  this 
regain  the  possession  of  the  pro-  penalty  is  visited.  In  the  case  of 
perty,  of  which  the  United  States  the  United  States  vs.  the  cargo 
may  have  been  wrongfully  or  fraud-  of  the  sloop  Favorite,  (4  Cranch, 
ulently  deprived ;  so  as  to  enable  365,)  to  which  I  shall  have  occa- 
them  to  enforce  payment  of  the  sion  hereafter  more  particularly  to 
duties  for  which  there  may  be  a  refer  ;  the  supreme  court  of  the 
lien.  And  it  is  a  proceeding  to  United  States,  in  speaking  of  the 
enforce  their  forfeiture  against  in-  provisions  in  the  collection  law  of 
nocent  bona  fide  purchasers  of  the  1 799,  relative  to  forfeitures,  say, 
property,  who  are  not  chargable  ^^  tlflEt  the  law  is  not  understood  to 
with  the  least  misconduct  or  even  forfeit  the  property  of  owners  or 
negligence,  by  which  the  govern-  consignees  on  account  of  the  mis- 
ment  lost  the  possession  it  once  conduct  of  mere  strangers,  over 
had  of  the  teas.  The  manner  in  whom  such  owners  or  consignees 
which,  or  the  means  by  which  that  could  have  no  control."  And  if 
possession  has  been  lost,  are  not  not  on  account  of  the  misconduct 
particularly  disclosed  by  the  record,  of  strangers,  much  less  justice 
But  enough  is  shown  to  warrant  would  there  be,  in  making  the 
the  conclusion,  that  it  must  have  misconduct  of  the  custom  bouse 
been  effected  by  the  misconduct  officers,  who  are  the  agents  of  the 
or  negligence  of  some  of  the  cus-  government,  draw  afier  it  such  a 
tom  house  officers  at  Philadelphia  penalty  upon  the  innocent  owner, 
and  some  other  persons,  for  neither  With  these  preliminary  observa- 
of  whom,  however,  can  the  claim-  tions  I  shall  proceed  to  a  more  par- 
ants  be  held  responsible  or  be  in  ticular  examination  of  the  several 
any  manner  implicated  by  their  grounds  upon  which  the  forfeiture 
acts.  If,  under  such  circumstances,  of  these  teas  is  attempted  to  be  sus- 
the  teas  in  question  have  become  tained,  and  which  may  be  done 
forfeited^  it  ought  to  be  the  result  under  the  following  hesids. 
of  some  plain  and  positive  provision  1st.  That  certificates  did  not 
of  law.  Whilst  on  the  one  hand  accompany  each  chest  of  tea  whei) 
security  to  the  revenue  of  the  coun-  found  in  New  York. 
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2d.  Whether  by  the  general  bond 
of  Edward  Thompson,  the  impor- 
ter, and  the  depoaite  of  the  teas  in 
store,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  sixty-second  section  of  the 
collection  act  of  1799,  llie  duties 
were  secured  within  the  meaning, 
and  true  interpretation  of  the  forty- 
third  section  of  the  same  act. 

By  this  law,  from  the  37th  to  the 
43d  sections,  inclusive,  various  pro- 
visions are  made  with  respect  to 
the  entry,  and  landing  of  distilled 
spirits,  wines  and  teas  ;  and  among 
other  things  it  is  required,  that  the 
officers  of  inspection,  at  the  port 
where  the  same  shall  lie  landed, 
shall,  upon  the  landing  thereof,  mark 
in  durable  characters^  the  several 
casks,  chests,  vessels  and  cases  con- 
taining the  same,  showing  the  quan- 
tity, and  quality,  of  each  ;  the  port 
of  importation,  the  name  of  the 
vessel,  the  surname  of  the  master, 
the  date  of  the  importation,  and  the 
name  of  the  surveyor  or  chief  offi- 
cer of  inspection  for  the  port.  "Die 
special  verdict  finds,  that  all  tnis 
was  done  with  respect  to  the  teas 
in  question,  and  that  such  marks 
were  upon  each  chest,  when  they 
were  seized. 

The  surveyor  or  chief  officer  of 
inspection,  within  the  port  or  dis- 
trict in  which  the  spirits,  wines  and 
teas  shall  be  landed,  is  required  to 
give  to  the  proprietor,  importer  or 
consignee,  or  his  agent,  a  general 
certificate,  which  he  is  to  retain, 
showing  ihe  whole  quantity  so  im- 
ported ;  and  the  name  of  the  pro- 
prietor, importer,  consignee,  or 
agent,  and  of  the  vessel  from  on 
board  which  the  spirits,  wines  or 
teas,  shall  have  been  landed,  and 
the  marks  of  each  cask,  chest,  ves- 
sel or  case,  containing  the  same. 

In  addition  to  this  general  certiji-, 
caie^  the  surveyor,  or  chief  officer  of 


inspection,  is  required  to  give  a  spt- 
ciai  certificate^  which  shall  accom- 
pany each  cask,  chest,  dLC.  wher- 
ever the  same  may  be  sent  within 
the  limits  of  the  United  States,  as 
evidence  that  the  same  has  been  lanh 
fully  imported.  It  is  the  latter  cer- 
tificate^ that  the  special  verdict 
finds  did  not  accompany  each  chest 
of  tea  when  found  in  New  York. 
The  certificates,  however,  were 
4uly  issued  by  the  surveyor,  and 
were  in  the  possession  of  the  clainH 
ants  inP  hiladephia,  when  the  sei* 
zure  was  made. 

Then  comes  the  sectioa,  (43) 
under  which  the  forfeiture  is  claim- 
ed, which  declares,  that  the  propri- 
etor, importer  or  consignee,  or  his 
agent,  who  may  receive  said  certi- 
ficates, shall,  upon  the  sale  or  deU- 
very  of  any  of  the  said  spirits,  wines 
or  teas,  deliver  to  the  pwrckaser 
thereof,  the  certificate  that  ought 
to  accompany  the  same,  on  pain  of 
forfeiting  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars 
for  each  cask,  chest,  dLC.  with  which 
such  certificate  shall  not  be  deliver* 
ed.  And  if  any  cask,  chest,  vessd 
or  case,  which  by  the  foregoing 
provision  ought  to  be  marked,  and 
accompanied  with  certificates,  shall 
be  found  in  possession  of  any  per- 
son, unacconqHtmedmih  mcft  iMEribi 
and  certificates^  it  shall  be  presump- 
tive evidence,  that  the  same  is  b- 
ble  to  forfeiture,  and  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  any  officer  of  the  cus- 
toms or  of  inspection,  to  seize  them 
a^  forfeited. 

The  form  of  this  special  certifi- 
cate is  given  in  the  act-  and  con- 
tains substantially  no  more  than  the 
law  requires  to  be  expressed  by  the 
marks  on  each  cask,  chest,  vessel 
or  case,  and  it  is  to  accompaof 
each  cask,  chest,  d&c.,  as  evidence 
that  the  same  has  heem  ImBfitUyith 
ported.   ltisbynomeaii8,tiowefer. 
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to  be  inferred,  that  this  is  the  only  reasonableness  and  necessity  of  re- 
document  or  evidence  to  be  recei-  quiring  the  want  of  both  marks  and 
ved  and  looked  to,  showing  a  lawful  certificates  to  warrant  a  seizure  aD4 : 
importation.  It  is  one  of  the  checks  condemnation,  may  be  illustrated- 
wluch  the  law  has  provided,  to  guard  and  enforced  by  a  hjrpothetical 
against  illegal  importations.  The  case.  Suppose  a  chest  of  tea  sold* 
marks  arc  for  the  same  purpose,  in  the  usual  course  of  business^  and  t 
and  of  at  least  equal,  if  not  of  more  the  certificate  delivered  as  the  law 
importance.  They  are  required  to  requires  to  the  purchaser,  and  the 
be  made  in  durabie  characters  on  tea  sent  by  a  cartman  to  the  place 
each  cask  or  chest,  d^c,  and  must  where  it  was  to  be  used  or  retailed* 
of  course  accompany  it  wherever  unaccompanied  by  the  certificate^ 
it  goes.  The  certificate,  fit>m  the  would  a  custom  house  officer  be . 
very  nature  of  the  document,  can-  authorized  to  seize  this  chest  of  tea^ 
not  always  accompany  the  cask  or  and  would  condemnation  follow 
chest.  It  is  not  required  to  be  nail-  thereupon  ?  I  presume  no  one 
ed  to  it.  And  the  act  only  requires,  would  contend  for  such  a  construe- . 
that  upon  the  sale  or  delwery  of  the  tion  of  the  act ;  and  yet  would  it , 
teas,  &c.,  the  certificate  shall  be  be  more  extravagant  than  a  coq- 
delivered  to  the  purchaser.  And  struction  must  be  which  sustains  > 
when  it  speaks  of  the  cask  or  chest  the  forfeiture  in  the  present  cape» 
being  found  in  possession  of  any  The  claimants,  as  owners  of  the. 
person,  unaccompanied  by  this  evi-  teas,  were  entitled  to  the  poeseaaioft 
dcnce,  it  must  be  intended  to  refer  of  the  certificates,  and  in  &ct,  bound 
to  the  person  who  has  possession  to  have  them,  as  one  of  the  vouch^ 
as  purchaser.  And  to  authorize  ers  of  their  title,  and  not  having  «oW 
the  seizure,  tlie  cask  or  chest  must  the  teas,  there  was  no  purchaser  to 
be  unaccompanied  with  such  marks  whom  the  certificates  could  be  de* 
and  certificates.  The  absence  of  livered  as  the  law  requires.  It  is 
both  are  necessary.  This  is  not  upon  the  saJe  or  delivery  of  the  tea, 
only  made  so  by  the  letter  of  the  that  the  law  requires  the  certificates 
act,  but  is  what  may  reasonably  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  purcha' 
and  fairly  be  presumed  to  have  been  ser.  And  if  the  owner  is  wrong- 
the  intention  of  the  legislature.  And  fiilly  or  fraudulently  deprived  of  t^ 
when  the  law  has  declared  that  two  possession  of  his  teas,  U  would  in- 
concurring  circumstances,  shall  volve  a  great  absurdity  to  say  he  is 
authorize  an  act,  and  produce  a  bound,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeit- 
certain  efiect,  it  is  going  great  ing  his  property,  to  hand  over  the 
length  in  the  construction  of  a  certificates  to  the  wrong  doer, 
statute  so  highly  penal  as  this,  to  Have  the  claimants  incurred  the 
say,  that  one  or  the  other  circum-  penalty  of  fifty  dollars  for  each  chest 
stance  shall  produce  the  same  ef-  which  the  law  imposes  upon  the  pre- 
fect, and  that  both  need  not  concur,  prietor  for  not  delivering  the  certi- 
It  was  the  want  of  the  certificates  ficates  to  the  purchaser  upon  the 
only,  upon  which  the  seizure  was  sale  of  the  teas  ?  Certainly  not. 
made,  and  if  the  condemnation  is  It  would  seem  to  me,  that  the 
to  be  sustained,  it  must  be  upon  this  claimants  might,  vnth  equal  justtce, 
alone,  for  the  chests  were  all  duly  to  be  subjected  to  a.  forfeiture  of 
marked  as  by  law  required.     The  their  property,  if  it  had  been  stolen 
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and  afterwards  found  in  the  posses- 
sion of  some  persons  unaccompa- 
nied with  the  certificates.  But  these 
and  the  Hke  extraordinary  cases, 
do  not  come  within  the  sense  and 
meaning  of  the  law,  which  is  adap- 
ted to  a  regular  and  usual  course  of 
business,  and  where  it  is  in  the 
power  of  a  party  to  comply  with 
the  requirements  of  the  law  ;  and 
not  to  cases  where,  from  the  nature 
of  things,  a  compliance  with  the 
letter  of  the  law  is  impracticable. 
The  want  of  the  certificates  was 
open  to  explanation,  and  was  sa- 
tisfactorily accounted  for.  In  the 
case  of  the  cargo  of  the  Favorite, 
(4  Cranch,  363,)  the  court  say, 
*'  it  is  unquestionably  a  correct  le- 
gal principle,  that  a  forfeiture  can 
only  be  applied  to  those  cases  in 
which  the  means  that  are  prescribed 
for  the  prevention  of  a  forfeiture 
may  be  employed."  To  apply  this 
principle  to  the  present  case.  The 
claimants  were  ignorant  of  the  fact, 
that  these  teas  had  been  illegally 
taken  fi-om  the  stores  in  Philadel- 
phia. Nor  is  it  pretended  that  it 
was  done  by  any  one  for  whom 
they  are  responsible.  What  means 
then  were  in  their  power  to  guard 
against  the  forfeiture  now  claimed. 
These  considerations  show  the 
propriety  of^  requiring,  that,  in  or- 
der to  make  out  a  prima  facie  case 
of  seizure  and  forfeiture,  the  teas 
should  have  been  unaccompanied 
with  both  marks  and  certificates. 
But  this  will  appear  in  a  still  more 
obvious  point  of  light  by  an  inquiry, 
as  to  the  necessary  allegations  in 
the  informations.  Would  it  have 
been  sufficient  to  have  alleged  that 
the  teas  were  found  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Smith  and  Nicoll  unaccom- 
pamed  with  the  cerHficates  only? 
I  think  it  would  not.  And  such  must 
have  been  the  understanding  of  the 


district  attorney  in  framing  this 
infbrmation,  otherwise  he  would 
not  have  alleged  the  want  of  both 
marks  and  certificates,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  act,  as  it  must  have 
been  known  that  tlie  proof  would 
not  sustain  such  an  allegation.  The 
want  of  marks  is  certainly  not  an 
immaterial  allegation,  and  having 
been  made,  it  was  necessary  to  be 
proved. 

The  reverse  of  which,  however, 
is  found  by  the  special  verdict, 
which  establishes  the  fact,  that 
each  che^t  when  found,  bore  all 
the  marks  which  the  law  requires. 
The  proof,  therefore,  did  not  sup- 
port the  allegation,  (and  as  I  think, 
a  necessary  allegation,)  in  the  in- 
formation. 

But  it  is  said  the  want  of  marks 
and  certificates,  is  not  the  ground 
of  forfeiture,  but  only  authorises 
the  seizure,  but  that  the  condemna- 
tion is  for  illegal  importation,  and 
non-payment  of  duties.  This,  I  ap- 
prehend, IS  not  a  correct  view  of 
this  43d  section  of  the  act  Nor 
is  it  the  construction  assumed  in 
the  information.  The  want  of 
marks  and  certificates,  is  alleged 
as  tlie  substantive  i^ound  of  for- 
feiture. The  marks  and  certifi- 
cates have  no  connection  whatever 
with  the  payment  of  duties.  They 
relate  altogether  to  the  importa- 
tion. With  respect  to  the  certifi- 
cate, the  41st  section  of  the  act 
expressly  declares,  that  it  is  to  ac- 
company each  chest,  or  ecidaia 
that  the  same  has  been  kmiklhi 
imported^  and  the  marking  is  l^ 
the  officers  of  inspection,  who  are 
under  the  superintendence  of  the 
surveyor,  under  whose  directioD 
the  teas  are  to  be  landed,  the  du- 
ties, however,  or  the  security  fiv 
the  same,  are  received  %y  the  col- 
lector.    The  existence  of  marks 
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and  certificates  being  no  evidence 
of  the  payment  of  duties,  the  want 
of  them  can  afford  no  presumption 
of  the  non-payment.  And  if  the 
want  of  the  certificates  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  was  presumptive  evi- 
dence of  illegal  importation.  That 
presumption  is  rebutted  by  the  spe- 
cial verdict,  which  finds  expressly, 
that  the  teas  were  legally  imported. 
The  condemnation,  tlierefore,  can- 
not be  sustained  on  any  presump- 
tion of  illegal  importation.  And 
if  the  certificate  has  no  connection 
with  the  payment  of  duties,  the 
want  of  it,  as  has  been  akeady  ob- 
served, affords  no  presumption  of 
non-payment. 

But  let  us  look  a  little  more  par- 
ticularly into  the  provisions  of  this 
43d  section,  and  see  whether  the 
want  of  marks  and  certificates  is 
not  the  substantive  ground  of  for- 
feiture. And  one  of  the  surest 
tests  by  which  to  ascertain  tliis,  is 
to  see  what  allegations  the  informa- 
tion must  contain.  And  I  think  it 
is  very  clear,  that  it  is  not  necessary 
to  allege  any  thing  more,  than  that 
the  teas  were  found  in  the  posses- 
sion of  some  person  unaccompanied 
with  marks  and  certificates.  This 
the  act  declares  shall  be  presump- 
tive evidence  that  the  teas  are  liable 
to  forfeiture,  and  may  be  seized  as 
forfeited. 

The  act  does  not  declare,  that 
want  of  marks  and  certificates  shall 
be  presumptive  evidence  of  illegal 
importation,  or  the  non-payment  of 
duties,  which  it  would  undoubtedly 
have  done,  if  this  was  made  the 
substantive  ground  of  forfeiture  un- 
der this  section.  The  ultimate  ob- 
ject of  the  provision  undoubtedly 
is,  to  guard  against  illegal  impoVta- 
tions,  and  compel  the  introduction 
of  goods  through  the  regular  chan- 
nel provided  by  law.     But  the  act 


makes  the  want  of  marks  and  cer- 
tificates prima  facie,  sufficient  to 
sustain  the  forfeiture.  The  infor- 
mation need  not  allege  an  illegal 
importation  or  the  non-payment  of 
duties.  I'he  act  makes  it  matter  of 
defence  to  show  the  teas  were  le- 
gally imported,  and  the  duties  paid 
or  secured,  and  it  is  never  necessa- 
ry to  state  in  a  libel  any  fact  which 
constitutes  tlie  defence  of  the  claim- 
ants, or  a  ground  of  exception  to 
the  operation  of  the  law  on  which 
it  is  founded.  This  has  been  ex- 
pressly so  laid  down  by  the  supreme 
court  of  the  U.  S.  (7  Cranch,  382.) 
If  the  information  then  need  only 
allege  that  the  teas  were  found  un- 
accompanied with  marks  and  certi- 
ficates, no  more  need  be  proved, 
prima  facie,  to  warrant  a  condem- 
nation ;  and  unless  the  claimants 
should  set  up  as  matter  of  defence, 
evidence  in  relation  to  the  impor- 
tation or  payment  of  duties,  the 
only  ground  of  condemnation  would 
of  course  be  the  want  of  marks  and 
certificates,  and  for  this  the  act  de- 
clares the  teas  shall  be  adjudged  to 
be  forfeited,  unless  the  claimant 
upon  the  trial,  shall  prove  the  same 
to  have  been  imported  according  to 
law,  and  the  duties  paid  or  secured. 
So  with  respect  to  all  the  other  pro- 
visions in  the  act,  where  the  penalty 
of  forfeiture  is  inflicted,  they  may  be 
considered  as  having  for  theufbb- 
ject,  to  guard  against  illegal  impor- 
tations and  to  secure  the  payment 
of  duties,  yet  it  cannot,  with  pro- 
priety, be  said,  that  the  illegal  im- 
portation, or  non-payment  of  duties, 
is  the  ground  of  forfeiture.  This  is 
incurred  by  a  violation  of  the  spe- 
cial regulations  which  the  law  has 
provided,  as  guards  and  checks. 
Thus  to  unlade  goods  before  the 
vessel  comes  to  the  proper  place 
for  the  discharge  of  the  cargo,  or 
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without  authority  from  the  proper  quired  by  law.     And  2dly — ^Thal 

oflicer,  subjects  them  to  forfeiture,  they  were  removed    without  the 

but  it  is  enough  to  allege,  and  prove  consent  of  the  collector,  befim 

the  simple  fact  of  the  unlading  at  the   quantity   and   quality  of  the 

an  improper  place,  or  without  a  wines  and  spirits  had  been  ascer- 

permit,  without  alleging  or  proving  tained  according  to  law.  The  ftcts 

that  the  importation  was  illegal  or  alleged  in  the  hbel  as  the  groundi 

the  duties  not  paid,  (27tli.)     So  of  forfeiture  were  not  controverted, 

under  the  37th  and  S8th  sections  of  There  was,  therefore,  clearly  a  lor- 

the  act,  spirits,  wines,  and  teas  re-  feiture  according  to  the  letter  of 

quired  to  be  landed,  under  a  special  the  law.     And  it  was  urged  upon 

permit,  endorsed  as  therein   pre-  the  event,  that  the   remiasioD  or 

scribed,  and  under  the  inspection  of  mitigation  of  the  forfeiture  could 

the  surveyor  or  other  officer  acting  only  be  exercised  by  the  secretary 

as  inspector  of  the  revenue,  on  pain  of  the  treasury.     One  count  in  the 

of  forfeiture.     In  these  and  many  libel  in  that  case  was  under  the 

other  cases  that  might  be  referred  43d  section  of  the   act,  like  the 

to,  it  is  the  violation  of  the  special  present,  and  the  want  of  marks  and 

regulation,  that  is  made  the  ground  certificates  alleged  as  the  ground 

of  forfeiture.     In  the  same  manner  of  forfeiture.     And  the  court  said 

as  the  want  of  marks  and  ccrtifi-  the  legislature,  by  the  proviskxB 

cates  is  the  ground  of  forfeiture  referred  to,  did  not  intend  to  com- 

under  the  43d  section.  prehend  wrecked  goods,  or  goods 

I  am  persuaded,  that  under  the  found  under  like  circumstances, 
extraordinary  circumstances  of  this  And  this  opinion  of  the  intenticm 
case,  the  single  fact,  that  tlie  teas  of  the  legislature,  was  formed  not 
were  unaccompanied  by  the  certifi-  exclusively  upon  Uie  extreme  se- 
caies^  when  found  in  New  York,  is  verity  of  such  a  regulatioa,  but 
not  sufficient  to  sustain  the  condem-  also  on  what  is  deemed  a  har  eon- 
nation.  It  is  neither  within  the  let-  struction  of  the  language  of  the 
ter  or  spirit  of  the  act.  And  can-  several  sections  of  the  act,  which 
not  be  supported  under  any  rule  of  seems  not  adapted  to  such  cases. 
construction  applicable  to  penal  And  with  respect  to  the  ether 
statutes.  ground  alleged,  as  sustaining  tf» 

The  case  of  the  United  States,  forfeiture.  The  court  said  the  re* 
vs.  the  cargo  of  thq  ship  Favorite,  moval,  for  which  the  act  pnmabei 
already  referred  to,  contains  princi-  the  owner  with  a  forfeiture  of  his 
pies  and  rules  of  construction  which  goods,  must  be  made  with  his  eon- 
have  a  very  strong  bearing  upon  the  sent  or  connivance,  or  with  that  of 
present  case.  The  goods  libelled  some  person  employed  or  trosled 
in  that  case,  consisted  of  wines,  by  him.'  If  by  private  theft  or  opM 
spirits,  and  other  articles,  saved  robbery,  without  any  fiioh  on  bii 
from  a  wreck,  and  landed  not  in  part,  his  property  should  be  inft> 
conformity  to  the  regulations  of  dcd  while  in  the  custody  of  (hs 
the  law  with  respect  to  such  arti-  officers  of  the  revenue,  the  liV 
cles.  The  libel  aUeged  as  ground  cannot  be  understood  to  pmai 
of  forfeiture:  1st — ^That  the  wines  him  with  forfeiture  of  that  jvo- 
and  spirits  were  unaccompanied  perty .  The  acts  b^ng  dmie  wA 
with  the  marks  and  certificates  re-  no  view  to  defraud  the  levaDOB* 
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the  court  would  not  be  induced  to  custom  house  officer  in  Philadel- 

put  a  strained  construction  on  the  phia,  whilst  on  their  way  from  the 

act  of  congress  in  order  to  create  store  to  the  vessel  in  which  they 

a  forfeiture.  were  transported  to  this  city. 

May  it  not  with  equal  force  and        So  fiir  as  the  forfeiture  may  be 

propriety  be  said,  that  the  legisla-  claimed  on  the  allegation  of  con* 

ture  never  intended  to  apply  the  cealment,  it  is  sufficient  to  say,  the 

penalty  of  forfeiture  to  goods  found  &ct  is  expressly  disproved  by  the 

imder  circumstances  like  the  pre-  special  verdict. 
Rent  ?   And,  indeed,  this  is  a  stron-        There  was  not,  therefore,  made 

ger  case;  for  it  does  not  come  out,  on  the  part  of  the  United 

within  the  letter  of  the  act.    The  States,  the  presumptive  evidence 

marks    did    accompany  the  teas,  which  the  43d  section  of  the  act 

The  certificates  only  were  want-  declares  diall  render  the  property 

ing ;   and  they  wanting,  under  cir-  liable  to  forfeiture.  And  the  claim- 

oumstances  satisfectorily  showing  ants  were  under  no  necessity  of 

that  no  fault  or  negligence  was  proving  that  the  teas  were  impor« 

imputable  to  the  owners,  any  more  ted  into  the  United  States  acceding 

than  if  the  teas  had  been  stolen  to  law,  and  the  duties  paid  or  se- 

from  the  stores  in  Philadelphia,  cured. 

And  the  principles  laid  down  by       This  would  supersede  theneces* 

the  court  in  th^  case  referred,  ap-  sity  of  examining  the  second  point 

ply  witli  peculiar  force — ^^  that  a  that  has  been  made  in  this  cause, 

forfeiture  can  only  be  applied  to  But  as  the  question  has  been  fully 

those  cases  in  which  the  means  argued,  it  may  not  be  amiss  for  me 

prescribed  for  the  prevention  of  a  briefly  to  state  the  view  I  have  ta* 

ibrfeiture  may  be  employed  ;   and  ken  of  it.  The  special  verdict  puta 

that  law  is  not  understood  to  forfeit  at  rest  all  questions  that  could  arise 

the  property  of  owners,  on  account  respecting  the  legality  of  importa* 

of  this  misconduct  of  mere  stran-  tion.    And  under  this  branch  of 

gers,  over  whom  such  owners  could  the  case,  the  only  inquiry  is,  whe^ 

faave  no  control."  ther,  by  the  general  bond^  (as  it  ia 

I  abstain  from  any  remarks  in  re-  called,)  of  ^  importer,  and  the 

lation  to  the  conduct  of  the  officers  deposit  of  the  teas  as  required  bf 

of  inspection,  who  had  charge  of  law,  in  such  cases,  the  duties  were 

the  store  house  in  Philadelphia  in  secured  within  the  meaning,  and 

which  the  teas  were  deposited,  ex-  true  interpretation  of  the  62d  sec* 

cept,  barely  to  observe,  that  the  teas  tion  of  the  act. 
could  not  have  been  removed  with-       If  we  look  at  this  question  upon 

out  fraud  or  gross  negligence  in  general  principles,  and  judge  of  it 

them ;  and  it  would  be  dangerous,  according  to  the  common  or  legal 

and  a  violation  of  all  sound  princi-  understanding  ofsuch  a  transaction, 

pies,  to  admit  a  construction  of  the  independent  of  any  statutary  provi* 

law,  which,  in  its  consequences,  sion,  no  doubt  could  arise.  To  say 

might  reward  such  misconduct  with  that  a  bond,  fixing  the  amount  of  a 

a  portion  of  the  forfeiture.     For  if  debt,  and  limiting  the  time  of  pay* 

these  teas  are  forfeited,  they  would  ment,  accompanied  with  a  depo* 

have  been  equally  liable  to  forfeit-  sit  of  goods  to  double  the  amount 

ftire.  if  they  bad  been  seised  by  a  in  value,  to  be  heU  as  a  pWgei, 


S02j 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  182a--6. 


vfiih  authority  to  sell  the  same  at 
the  expiration  of  the  time  limited 
for  payment,  and  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds to  pay  the  debt,  is  not  a  se- 
curity for  such  a  debt,  would  be 
considered  an  extraordinary  propo- 
sition and  could  not  be  sanctioned. 
If  so,  is  there  any  thing  either  in 
the  letter  or  in  the  spirit  and  pohcy 
of  the  collection  law,  calling  for  the 
application  of  other  and  different 
principles  ?  This  62d  section  of  the 
act  declares,  that  with  respect  to 
teas  imported  from  China  or  Eu- 
rope, it  shall  be  at  the  option  of 
the  importer  to  be  determined  at 
the  time  of  making  the  eatry^  either 
to  secure  the  duties  thereon,  on  the 
same  terms  and  stipulations  as  on 
other  goods,  d^c.,  or  to  give  his 
own  bond  in  double  the  amount  of 
the  duties,  with  a  condition  for  the 
payment  of  the  duties  in  two  years 
from  the  date  of  the  bond,  which 
the  collector  is  directed  to  accept 
without  surety^  (that  is  to  say  per- 
sonal surety,)  upon  the  terms  par-  ^ 
ticularly  specified  in  the  act :  which 
are  substantially,  that  the  teas  shall 
be  deposited  at  the  expense  of  the 
importer,  in  a  store  house,  to  be 
agreed  upon  between  the  importer 
of  the  revenue,  upon  which  store 
house  the  inspector  is  required  to 
affix  two  locks,  the  key  of  one  to 
be  kept  by  the  importer  and  the 
key  of  the  other  by  the  inspector, 
who  shall  attend,  at  all  reasonal^le 
times,  for  the  purpos^  of  delivering 
the  teas  out  of  the  store  house. 
But  no  dehvery  is  to  be  nuide  with- 
out a  permit  in  writing  from  the 
collector  and  naval  officer.  And 
to  obtain  such  permit,  the  duties 
ttpon  the  teas  so  to  be  delivered, 
must  be  first  paid  to  the  collector, 
or  abond  with  sureties  to  the  satia- 
ftction  of  the  collector,  given  in 
fjouble  the  amount  of  the  duties, 


payable  as  specified  in  the  act.  Add 
if  the  duties,  on  any  parcel  of  the 
teas,,riiall  not  have  been  paid  or 
secured  to  be  paid  in  the  manner 
last  specified,  (that  is,  by  bond  with 
sureties,)  within  the  term  of  two 
years,  the  collect4v  is  authorised 
and  required  to  sell  so  much  of  the 
teas,  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay 
the  duties  and  expenses  on  the  teas 
remotfitit^  tn  tflore,  and  to  return  the 
cyverplus,  if  any,  to  the  owner  os 
owners  thereof. 

There  is  nothing  in  this  provisioD 
essentially  to  vary  it  from  the  onA- 
nary  deposit  of  goods  betweso 
individuals,  as  a  pledge  to  secure 
the  payment  of  a  debt.  It  is  un- 
important that  the  importer  was 
liable  for  the  duties  without  Ui 
bond,  or  that  the  govemmeot  had 
possession  of  the^teaa,  and  a  hen 
for  the  duties  before  the  depomL 
Of  this  there  can  be  no  doiibtr— 
But  the  government,  by  the  profi> 
sions  of  this  act,  has  agreed  to 
hold  this  security  under  a  diflerenl 
modification,  and  with  ddknai 
powers,  than  it  possessed  bdfaie. 
And  whether  this  arrangement  is 
exclusively  for  the  accommodaticii 
and  benefit  of  the  importer  or  not, 
cannot  alter  the  question.  The  pos- 
session of  the  property,  and  the  lia- 
bility of  the  importer,  conslitatBd 
the  security  which  the  goTemmort 
had  for  the  duties.  And  that  eon- 
tinues  until  discharged,  firom  tiM 
to  time,  upon  difiiwent  puceb  dT 
teas  delivmd  out  of  stote, 
the  permit  of  the  collector, 
ing  to  the  proviiioiiB  of  the  act 
And  what  security  eould  be  aoie 
ample  and  satisftictoty  to  the  g^ 
vemment?  It  is  much  nor^aali 
than  the  personal  respoosfliiBty^f 
individuals,  especiaUy  qpoB  so  lo^t 
a  credit  as  two  years.  This  sNfr' 
rit?  cannot  fae  kMrt,  witlMNit  d» 
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nusconduct  of  the  agents  of  the 
government  I  do  not  menn  to 
be  understood,  that  the  lien  is  dis- 
charged by  any  such  misconduct, 
if  possession  is  regained  so  as  to 
enable  the  government  to  enforce 
the  lien.  But  how  long  such  lien 
continues,  after  the  teas  have  got 
into  circulation  in  the  market,  is  a 
question  I  leave  untouched.  If  the 
teas  remain  in  store  for  the  two 
years,  under  the  general  bond,  can 
it  with  any  propriety  be  said,  that 
the  government  has  no  security  for 
the  duties?  The  law  does  not 
authorise  the  landing  until  the  du- 
ties are  paid  or  secured.  And  if 
the  general  bond  of  the  importer, 
mnd  the  possession  of  the  teas, 
landed  and  held  under  the  inspec- 
tion and  control  of  the  officers  of 
the  customs,  (according  to  the 
38th  section  of  that  act,)  and  the 
election  of  the  importer,  to  have 
them  deposited  in  stores,  do  not 
constitute  the  security ;  by  what 
authority  were  they  landed  ?  The 
security  required  to  be  given,  upon 
granting  the  permit, 'to  deliver  the 
teas  out  of  store  in  parceb,  cannot 
be  the  security  required  upon  land- 
ing. That  is  an  after  transaction, 
aikl  totally  distinct  in  its  provisions. 
The  one  is  the  general  bond  of  the 
^  importer,  on  a  credit  of  two  years, 
and  a  deposit  of  the  teas  in  store. 
The  other,  the  personal  security  of 
individuals  for  the  duties  upon  the 
particular  parcels  delivered  out  of 
store,  and  payable  at  much  shorter 
periods,  according  to  the  amount 
'  of  duties.  The  latter  is  prdanio 
a  MiftsfiMMm  for  the  former.  If^at 
the  expiration  of  two  years,  the 
duties  shall  not  have  been  paid,  or 
secured  by  bond,  with  sureties,  so 
as  to  disdiarge  the  lien,  the  teas 
ere  deak  with  in  the  same  manner 
ii  pieperty  {hedged  in  ofdiDary 


cases  as  security  for  a  debt.  They 
are  to  be  sold,  and  the  debt  and 
expenses  paid,  and  the  surplus  re- 
turned to  the  owner,  not  forfeited. 

The  acceptance  of  goods,  as.  a 
deposit  for  the  security  of  duties 
in  Ueu  of  personal  security,  is  a 
provision,  incorporated  in  all '  our 
collection  laws,  from  the  first  or- 
ganization of  the  government,  to 
the  present  time.  TSee  acts  89 
and  90,  2d  vol.  L.  U.  S.  23  and 
161_act  99,  3d  vol.  Id.  196.) 
The  collector,  in  lieu  of  sureties, 
is  authorised  to  accept  of  a  depo- 
sit c^  so  much  of  the  goods,  as 
shall,  in  his  judgment,  be  sufficient 
security  for  the  amount  of  the  dit- 
ties for  which  the  bond  shall  have 
been  given:  which  goods  are  to 
be  'kept  at  the  expense  and  risk  of 
the  party  on  whose  account  they 
have  been  deposited,  until  the 
bond  becomes  due ;  and  if  the 
bond  shall  not  then  be  paid,  so 
much  of  the  deposited  goods,  as 
shall  be  necessary  to  pay  the  same, 
with  the  costs  and  charges,  ar^  to 
be -sold. 

These  are  essentially  the  same 
provisions  as  those  in  relation  to 
teas.  There  is  a  bond  in  both 
cases  given  by  the  importer.  The 
goods  are  substituted  in  place  of 
sureHes^  and  are  called  a  deposit. 
If  the  bond  in  each  case  shaU  not 
be  paid  according  to  its  condition, 
the  goods  are  to  be  sold,  and  the 
duties  and  expenses  paid,  and  sur> 
plus  returned  to  the  owner.  There 
can  be  no  reason  why  the  samo 
meaning  should  not  be  attached  to 
the  term  deposit  in  both  cases.  If 
in  the  one  case  it  has  a  technical 
meaning,  and  signifies  a  i^edge,  I 
am  unable  to  discover  why  it  s1k>uU^ 
not  have  the  same  meaning  in  the 
other.     The  on^  diflerence  b6>' 

tm^oi  the  casee  vh  ttot  ^rftb  i^ 
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ipect  to  teas  there  is  a  deposit  of 
the  whole,  and  the  lien  continues, 
until  discharged  by  a  suhgiUuHai^ 
ctf  personal  security,  as  they  are 
dehrered  out  of  store,  in  parcels, 
as  may  be  required.  And  with 
respect  to  other  goods,  a  part  of 
the  importation  on  which  the  du- 
ties were  payable,  are  received  as 
a  substitute  for  sureties,  and  the 
lien  oh  the  residue  is  at  once  dis- 
charged. But  this  cannot  mate- 
rially change  the  essence  and  na- 
ture of  the  transaction.  The  de- 
posit, in  both  cases,  is  in  lieu  of 
personal  sureties.  For  with  re- 
spect to  teas,  as  well  as  other 
goods,  the  importer  has  an  option 
to  give  a  bond  with  sureties  in- 
stead of  making  a  deposit. 

The  difierent  modes  of  securing 
duties,  when  not  paid  at  the  time 
of  the  entry,  are  aJl  prescribed  in 
this  same  62d  section.  It  may,  in 
all  cases  above  $60  in  amount,  be 
done  by  the  bond  of  the  importer 
with  sureties.  And  upon  all  goods, 
except  teas,  by  a  like  bond  for  the 
amount  of  duties,  with  a  deposit 
of  goods  sufficient  to  pay  such  du- 
ties and  expenses.  And  with  re- 
spect to  teas,  a  bond  in  double  the 
amount  of  duties,  with  a  deposit  of 
the  teas,  according  to  the  special 
regufaitions  pointed  out  in  the  act. 
Tlus  appears  to  me  to  be  the  plain 
and  obvious  interpretation  of  this 
8ecti<Nii  of  the  law.  And  when- 
ever the  terms  ^^dmHe^  McvrefT' 
occur,  as  they  do  in  various  parts 
of  the  collection  act,  they  embrace 
these  diffisrent  modes,  unless  penal- 
ly restricted  to  one  or  the  other,  as 
they  sometimes  are« 

To  consider  the  deposit  of  teas 
m  stores  as  done  merely  for  safo 
keeping,  and  because  the  import- 
er is  not  able  to  find  posonal  so* 
curities  6«  the  duties,  does  not 


strike  me  as  being  a  just  construc- 
tion of  this  provision.  If  such  had 
been  the  sole  object,  and  pooses- 
sion  retained  .by  the  government 
with  no  other  view,  that  possession 
would,  as  in  other  cases  where  du- 
ties are  not  paid  or  secured  at  the 
time  of  entry,  have  been  held  ex- 
clusively by  tlie  revenue  officers. 
Instead  of  which,  the  possession  is 
held  joinUy  by  the  importer  and 
the  inspector,  at  a  store  agreed 
upon  between  them,  and  under 
two  locks,  the  key  of  one  to  be 
kept  by  the  importer  or  his  agents 
and  the  key  of  the  other  by  the 
inspector ;  so  that  all  lawful  ior 
terference  with  such  deposit,  until 
the  expiration  of  two  years,  by  one 
party,  without  the  assent  oif  the 
other,  is  rendered  impracticable.. 
All  this  shows  an  arrangemei^ 
with  the  concurrence  of  two  pa^ 
ties,  having  the  right  and  the  pow- 
er to  act  on  the  subject ;  and  not 
the  act  of  one,  by  reason  of  the 
inabiUty  of  the  other  to  aioid  it 
It  is  a  course  submitted  by  law  to 
the  opHon  of  the  importer;  and 
to  say  he  was  driven  to  it,  on  ac- 
count of  his  iiuAUiiy  to  ^ect  the 
other  alternative,  would  seemi^ 
ther  more  like  aggravating  his  oe- 
cessities,  than  fiurly  presenting  to 
him  an  option,  wtnch  necessarilf 
implies  the  abifity  to  choose.  The 
construction  I  Inve  given  to  the 
provision,  is,  in  every  respect,  at 
culated  for  the  tocurity  of  the  r^ 
venue,  and  the  acconimodatioa  of 
the  merchant  The  umpettar  m 
required  to  attend  at  aD  reaaonahb 
times,  to  deliv«  out  such  psreeli 
of  teas'  as  may  be  required,  mim 
the  peraai  of  the  eoOedor,  oa  As 
duties  being  paid,  or  seeored  If 
bond,  with  sureties,  wUoh  is  to  bo 
accepted  as  a  subatitiiftu  tot 
parods;  by  wUeh'the 
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IS  amply  secured,  and  the  interest 
and  convenience  of  the  importer 
greatly  promoted.  But  any  other 
construction  would  be  interposing 
greater  restrictions  and  embarrass- 
ments, with  respect  to  the  importa^ 
tion  of  teas  than  any  other  articles, 
which  was  clearly  not  the  intention 
of  the.  law. 

The  duties  were,  therefore,  in 
iny  judgment,  Moured  by  the  gene- 
ral bond  of  the  importer,  and  the 
depasii  of  the  teas  in  stores  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the 
act,  as  found  by  the  special  ver- 
dict. And  if  so,  where  is  the 
ground  of  farfeUure^  No  fiuilt 
has  been  imputed  to  the  owner. 
Forfeiture,  throughout  the  act,  is 
visited  only  upon  fraud,  miscon- 
duct, and  gross  negligence,  in  the 
party  or  his  agents.  Admitting 
the  lien  fer  the  duties  still  con- 
tinues, and  that  the  government 
has  a  right  to  reclaim  the  posses- 
sion, and  enforce  the  payment  of 
the  duties,  (which,  by  the  by,  are 
not  yet  due  ;)  that  would  seem  to 
be  all  that  justice  would  demand, 
or  policy  require  against  an  inno- 
cent party.  Bui  to  follow  this  up 
with  the  penalty  of  forfeiture,  un- 
der such  circumstances,  is  what  I 
should  be  very  unwilling  to  sanc- 
tion. I  find  no  special  provision 
in  any  act  of  congress  calling  for 
the  application  of  such  a  severe 
rule,  and  it  is,  certainly,  at  variance 
with  the  general  principles  of  hiw. 
All  that  can  be  claimed  out  of  pro- 
perty pledged  or  mortgaged,  is  sa- 
tisfection  of  the  debt,  for  which  it 
is  held  as  security,  and  the  ex- 
penses incurred  Irf  reason  of  a 
noQ  compliance  with  the  condition 
iqion  wluch  it  is  so  held. 

It  was  said  at  the  bar,  that  the 
same  principle  which  is  expressly 
adopted  in  the  5th  section  of  the 
act  of  the  20th  of  April,  1818,  (6 


vol.  L.  U.  S.  354,)  with  respect  to 
wines  and  distilled  spirits,  is  by  im- 
pUcation  applicable  to  the  teas  ia 
question.  Should  this  be  con- 
ceded, (which,  however,  is  not,)  it 
would  not  draw  after  it  a  forfeiture 
in  the  present  case. 

That  act  adopts  substantially  the 
same  provisions  with  respect  to  the 
deposit  of  wines  and  diistilled  spi- 
rits, as  are  contained  in  the  6Sd- 
8ecti(Hi  of  the  collection  law,  with 
respect  to  teas.  And  then  the  5lh; 
section  declares,  ^That  if  any 
wines  or  other  spirits,  deposited 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
shall  be  enA>eszled  or  fraudulently 
removed  from  any  store  whermn 
they  shall  have  been  deposited, 
they  shall  be  forfeited.  And  the 
person  or  persons  so  embeEzling, 
hiding,  or  removing  the  same,  or 
aiding  therein,  shall  be  UaUe  to  the 
same  penalties,  as  if  such  wines 
had  been  fraudulently  unshipped,  or 
landed  without  payment  or  duty." 

This  forfeiture  here,  can  only 
arise  upon  the  embarrassment  or 
fraudulent  removal  by  the  owner, 
or  some  person  for  whom  he  is 
responsible.  It  would  surely  not 
be  incurred  by  the  acts  of  mere 
strangers,  or  the  inspectors  of  the 
revenue,  who  are  the  agents  of  the 
government. 

The  rule  I  have  before  referred 
to,  would  apply  with  pecuhar  foreo 
to  such  a  case,  ^^  that  the  law  i» 
not  understood  to  forfeit  the  pro- 
perty of  owners  on  account  of  the 
misconduct  of  mere  strangers,  over 
whom  such  owners  would  have  no 
control." 

Upon  the  whole,  then,  after  the 
most  mature  and  deliberate  exami- 
nation of  this  case,  I  am  of  opi- 
nion, that  no  forfeiture  <tf  the  teas 
in  question  has  been  incurred,  and 
the  sentence  or  decree  of  con- 
demnation must  be  reversed. 
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Laws  coNCSBifiNo  Ditqbceb. 

ThtfiXUsmng  comb  qf  Divorce  was  decided  in  the  staJte  cf  Tennesgee^  at 

the  Supreme  Court  qf  Errors  and  Appeais, 

Mary  Dickson  petitioned  for 
dower  in  the  estate  of  her  late 
husband,  John  Dickson.  She  had 
been  previously  married  to  Benja- 
min May,  of  Kentucky,  from  whom 
she  had  been  divorced  by  the  laws 
of  that  state,  which  prohibit  a 
second  marriage  between  parties 
divorced  during  the  lifetime  of 
either  of  the  parties.  The  peti- 
tioner removed  to  Tennessee,  and 
there  was  married  to  John  Dick- 
son, during  the  lifetime  of  her  late 
husband,  Benjamin  May.  The 
heirs  at  law  of  John  Dickson,  by 
a  former  wife,  resisted  the  demand, 
<m  the  ground  that  the  second  mar- 
riage was  unlawful.  The  follow- 
ing is  the  reluctant  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  inquiry  virith  this  court  is 
not,  nor  cannot  be«  whether  the 
laws  of  Kentucky  have  been  vio- 
lated by  this  second  marriage— l>ut 
have  our  laws  been  violated  ?  The 
act  of  1820,  ch.  18i|  against  biga- 
my, declares  it  felony  for  any  par- 
son to  marry,  having  a  former  hus- 
band or  wife  hvmg.  Mary  May 
had  no  husband  living,  and  is  not 
guilty  of  bigamy  by  our  statute  ; 
nor  has  she  violated  the  sanction 
of  any  penal  law  of  this  state. 

No  principle  of  comity  amongst 
neighboring  communities  can  be 
extended  to  give  force  and  effect 
to  the  penal  laws  of  the  one  socie- 
ty, ez-territorially  of  the  other; 
and  for  many  reasons,  it  would  be 
equally  inconyenient,  not  to  say 
impracticable,  to  adopt  tRe  princi- 
ple among  lister  states  of  the 
American  union;  for  which  this 
court  has  the  conehisive  aothority 


of  the  supreme  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  Hutton  o#.  Moore,  5 
Wheaton,  69. 

Therefore,  Mary  Dickson  was 
lawfully  married  to  John  Dicksoo, 
and  is  entitled  to  dower. 

The  judge  superadds  the  follow- 
ing stniking  remarks,  well  worthy 
the  attention  of  legislative  and  jo- 
dicial  tribunals : 

If  the  petitioner  is  permitted,  by 
the  judgment  of  this  court,  to  mar- 
ry after  her  div<»oe  in  Kentudqr, 
which  restrained  her  from  doing  ao 
there,  without  being  subject  to 
pains  or  forfeiture  of  any  kind  io 
this  state,  the  consequence  will  be 
an  invitatifm  to  every  divoreedmao 
or  woman,  who  has  been  the  of* 
fending  party,  and  is  disabled  frov 
marrying  at  home,  in  every  state 
in  the  union,  and  aU  other  coos* 
tries,  to  impose  themselves  as  ad> 
venturers  iq>on  the  popohtioQ  of 
this  state  ;  which,  in  a  few  yeaiiv 
will  ran  the  hasard  of  beconmiK 
the  receptacle  of  the  refuse,  pro- 
scribed, and  prostituted  ▼agabondi, 
outcasts  from  a  population  of  tf 
teen  or  twenty  milhons  in  oar  m- 
ter  states.  The  wretch  who,  ftr 
an  in&moos  crime,  has  been  ftr 
years  confined  in  a  state  priaosi 
and  his  wife  divorced  from  Ub  At 
this  cause,  may  emigrate  to  the 
state  of  TennesBoo,  a  singie»  frooi 
and  every  way  an  unshackled  masi 
with  every  prmlege  thai  the  proi^ 
est  possess,  and.  here  many  m 
safetyl  whereas,  had  he  done 80 a 
few  yards  north  or  sooth  of  ■ 
ideal  boundary,  deaft,  psrh^ 
would  have  been  the 
of  the  set 
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Charles  C.  Pinckaey. 

Au^fuH  16,  1825. 

At  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
general  Charles  Cotesworth  Pinck- 
ney,  a  distinguished  officer  of  the 
army  of  the  revolution.  General 
Pinckney  was  the  son  of  chief 
justice  Pinckney,  of  the  pro- 
vince of  South  Carolina,  and 
was  sent  by  his  father  at  an  early 
age,  to  England  to  be  educated. 
At  Westminster  school,  under 
the  superintendance  of  that  dis- 
tinguished scholar  Markham,  after- 
wards archbishop  of  York,  he  laid 
the  foundation  of  future  eminence, 
by  his  progress  in  the  attainment  of 
classical  literature.  He  held  a 
high  rank  in  the  school,  and  early' 
ihanifested  that  strength  of  charac- 
ter and  firm  adherence  to  principle 
which  was  his  distinguishing  cha- 
racteristic through  fife. 

He  afterwards  removed  to  Ox- 
ford, and  thence  to  the  Temple, 
where  he  entered  as  a  student.  Af- 
ter completing  his  education,  he 
returned  to  Carolina  in  1769,  with 
a  mind  richly  stored  with  learning, 
and  with  an  attachment  to  his  na- 
tive country,  which  had  not  been 
diminished  by  his  residence  abroad. 
Here  he  devoted  himself  to  the 
practice  of  the  law,  which  he  fol- 
lowed with  eminent  success,  until 
the  encroachments  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  her  manifest  determina- 
tion to  reduce  the  colonies  to  un- 
conditional submission,  called  him, 


with  most  of  his  professional 
brethren,  in  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, fix>m  the  forensic  profession  to 
that  of  arms. 

The  law  was  at  once  renounced 
for  the  study  of  military  tactics; 
and  his  genius  and  industry  soon 
became  conspicuous  by  his  attain- 
ment of  the  knowledge  to  which  he 
aspired.  He  was  first  appointed  a 
captain  of  the  line,  and  speedily- 
promoted  to  the  command  of  the 
first  regiment  of  Carolina  in&n- 
try.  When  the  south  was  fi-eed 
from  the  danger  of  immediate  inva- 
sion by  the  successful  defence  of 
the  fort  on  Sullivan's  island,  colo- 
nel Pinckney,  eager  to  be  in  active 
service,  joined  the  northern  army, 
and  was  appointed  aid  de  camp  to 
Washington. 

In  this  capacity  he  was  present 
at  the  battles  of  Brandywine  and 
Germantown  ;  and  by  his  decision, 
firmness,  activity,  and  courage,  ac- 
quired the  entire  confidence  of  his 
general.  When  the  scene  of  danger 
was  transferred  to  the  south,  Pinck- 
ney  returned  to  the  defence  of  his 
native  state. 

On  the  approach  of  the  army  and 
fleet  which  captured  Charleston, 
the  fort  on  Sullivan's  island  was  in- 
trusted to  his  care ;  but  profiting 
by  the  lesson  which  had  been  given 
to  sir  Peter  Parker's  8quadron,*in"* 
stead  of  attacking  the  fort,  the  Bri- 
tish fleet  merely  delivering  their  fire 
as  tliey  passed,  took  advantage  of 
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a  favorable  wind  and  tide,  and  sailed 
into  the  port  of  Charleston,  beyond 
the  reach  of  his  guns.  His  post  be- 
ing thus  rendered  less  important,  he 
hastened  with  a  part  of  his  garrisoh 
into  the  city  to  defend  the  lines. 

On  this  occasion,  in  a  most  sig- 
nal manner,  he  manifested  that  de- 
termined spirit  and  heroic  self- 
devotion,  which  was  his  peculiar 
characteristic.  After  a  long  and 
obstinate  defence,  the  garrison  was 
reduced  almost  to  extremity.  Di- 
minished in  numbers ;  exhausted 
by  fatigue  and  famine;  in  an  un wall- 
ed town  merely  defended  by  field 
fortifications;  with  a  superior  be- 
seiging  army,  pressing  them  on  eve- 
ry side,  and  preparing  for  an  assault, 
escape  became  hopeless,  and  re- 
sistance seemed  unavailing. 

In  this  juncture,  a  council  of  war 
was  caUed,  to  deliberate  on  the 
propriety  of  surrendering  the  city. 
Pinckney  beingasked  for  hisopinion, 
calmly  said,  ^^  I  will  not  say  if  the 
enemy  attempt  to  carry  our  lines  by 
storm,  that  we  shall  be  able  to  re- 
pel them  ;  but  I  am  convinced  that 
we  shall  so  cripple  their  army,  that 
though  we  may  not  live  to  enjoy 
the  benefits  of  our  resistance,  yet  to 
the  United  States  they  will  prove 
incalculably  great.  Considerations 
of  self  are  out  of  the  question. 
They  cannot  influence  any  member 
of  this  council.  My  voice  is  for 
rejecting  all  terms  of  capitulation, 
and  continuing  hostilities  to  the 
last  extremity."  This  proposi- 
tion, although  seconded  by  the  gal- 
lant Laurens,  was  not  adopted ; 
and  Charleston  was  surrendered  to 
the  British.  After  the  capitulation, 
Pinckney  was  detained  as  a  pnson- 
er,  until  all  opportunity  of  g^ning 
freah  reputation  in  the  fiekl  bad 
passed. 

In  his    captivity,    however,  he 


gave  additional  evidence  of  his  in- 
corruptible patriotism.  In  order 
to  intimidate  others,  Pinckney  was 
selected  as  an  object  of  oppression. 
Peculiar  severities  were  resorted  to. 
He  was  confined  more  rigorously 
than  others,  and  every  exertion  of 
power  was  employed  to  crush  lus 
lof\y  spirit.  He  was  even  denied 
the  melancholy  consolation  of  at- 
tending the  remains  of  an  only  son 
to  the  tomb. 

The  oppressions,  however,  of 
his  country's  foes,  were  but  little 
calculated  to  shake  his  firmness. 
Tyranny  could  not  bend  ncH'  break 
his  spirit;  nor  could  the  oflfers, 
which  were  subsequently  made  him, 
to  induce  him  to  aid  in  an  effort  to 
reconcile  the  colonies  to  the  mo- 
ther country,  shake  the  steadiness 
of  his  principles.  To  the  British 
officer,  who  approached  him  for  the 
purpose  of  engaging  him  to  lend 
his  influence  to  eStect  that  object,  be 
replied  in  such  a  manner ;  that,  as 
that  gentleman  afierwards  confess- 
ed, he  felt  humiliated  by  the  task  he 
had  undertaken. 

Afler  the  return  of  peace,  he 
was  elected  firom  his  native  state, 
as  a  representative  to  the  conven- 
tion, which  formed  the  federal  con- 
stitution; and  was  very  instrumentil 
in  procuring  the  assent  of  Soatfa 
Carolina  to  the  system  of  govern- 
ment, which  was  there  agreed  upon 
as  the  bond  of  union. 

When  the  father  of  his  country 
was  caUed  to  fill  the  presideBtial 
chair,  he  evinced  the  estimatioD  in 
which  he  held  general  Pinckney,  by 
offering  to  him  a  seat  on  the  beoeb 
of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States.    This  he  declined. 

Upon  the  resignation  of  general 
ELnox,  as  secretary  of  war,  in  17d5, 
the  vacant  place  was  teodoced  to 
Pinckney ;   and  again,  upon  the 
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dismissal  of  Edmund  Randolph,  the 
same  year,  Pinckney  was  requested 
to  become  secretary  of  state.  From 
private  considerations,  these  offers 
were  declined  ;  but  the  subject  of 
this  notice  expressed  a  willingness 
to  perform  any  public  duty>  to  which 
such  considerations  ought  to  yield. 

This  occasion  soon  arrived.  In 
1796,  our  relations  with  France 
being  still  unsettled,  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney was  appointed,  by  general 
Washington,  to  succeed  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, as  minister  to  France. 

The  French  directory,  thinking 
to  treat  us  still  as  a  dependent  na- 
tion, refused  to  receive  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney ;  until  the  grievances,  demand- 
ed of  the  American  government 
by  the  French  republic  were  re- 
dressed. 

At  the  same  time,  Mr.  Pinckney 
was  informed,  that  there  was  a  law 
forbidding  foreigners  to  remain  in 
Paris,  without  permission  from  the 
directory,  and  that  he  would  proba- 
bly receive  a  notice  on  that  subject 
from  the  minister  of  police.  He 
determined,  however,  not  to  be 
placed  upon  that  footing ;  but,  be- 
ing accredited  as  the  minister  of  an 
independent  power,  and  relying 
upon  the  protection  of  the  law  of 
nations,  remained  at  his  post  until 
the  middle  of  February,  1797,  in 
the  momentary  expectation  of  re- 
ceiving instructions. 

After  the  great  and  unexpected 
success  of  Napoleon,  in  Italy,  was 
heard  at  Paris,  the  directory  feeling 
emboldened  by  the  news,  sent,  the 
next  day,  an  official  notice  to  our 
ambassador,  to  quit  the  French  terri- 
tories. With  this  order  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney complied,  and  retired  to  Am- 
sterdam ;  and  all  diplomatic  inter- 
course between  the  two  countries 
was  suspended.  Mr.  Adams,  how- 
ever, was  desirous  to  remove  the 


misunderstanding  existing  between 
the  two  countries,  and,  as  a  fresh 
evidence  of  the  amicable  feeling  of 
the  American  government,  John 
Marshall  and  Elbridge  Gerry  were 
united  with  Mr.  Pinckney,  as  com- 
missioners, for  the  purpose  of  ter- 
minating all  differences  between 
the  United  States  and  France. 
They  arrived  at  Paris  in  October, 
1797,  and  immediately  requested 
an  interview  with  the  minister  of 
foreign  affairs.  They  were  inform- 
ed, that,  for  the  present,  they  could 
not  have  a  public  audience  with  the 
directory,  but  cards  of  hospitality 
were  sent  to  them. 

Attempts  were  then  made  to  en^ 
gage  them  in  a  negotiation  with 
informal  agents  of  the  French  go* 
vernment ;  and  it  was  intimated  to 
them,  that  a  subsidy,  in  the  shape 
of  a  loan,  would  be  expected  by 
the  government  from  the  United 
States^  as  an  equivalent  for  the  aid 
which  was  demanded  from  the 
American  government  under  the 
treatv. 

To  this  humiliating  proposition, 
Pinckney  indignantly  made  the 
celebrated  reply,  which  has  been 
adopted  by  the  American  peo- 
ple, as  a  national  sentiment,  ^^  MiU- 
ions  for  defence^  not  a  cent  for  tri- 
bute,'' 

Finally,  the  French  government 
commenced  a  negotiation  with  the 
commissioners ;  but  finding  the 
commissioners  well  acquainted  with 
the  rights  of  the  United  States, 
and  resolved  to  maintain  them,  its 
minister  (Mr.  Talleyrand)  intima- 
ted a  desire  to  continue  a  negotia- 
tion with  Mr.  Qerry  alone,  as  the 
one  ^^  whose  opinions  were  presu- 
med to  be  more  impartial,  and  pro- 
mised more  of  that  reciprocal  confi- 
dence which  was  deenoled  indispeo* 
sable."  A  dignified  and  suitable  re- 
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ply  was  made  to  this  extraordinary 
intimation.,  by  the  commissioners, 
and  the  negotiations  were  abruptly 
closed. .  Passports  were  shortly  after 
sent  to  Messrs.  Pinckney  and  Mar- 
shall, and  they  returned  to  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Before  Mr.  Pinckney  arriTed, 
the  relations  between  the  United 
States  and  France,  rendered  it  ne- 
cessary to  make  preparations  for 
the  defence  of  the  country ;  and  an 
army  being  authorised,  Washington 
was  appointed  commander-in-chief, 
with  power  to  nominate  the  other 
officers. 

Pinckney  was,  on  tliis  occasion, 
nominated  a  major-general ;  but 
with  inferior  rank  to  Hamilton,  who 
had  been  his  junior  in  the  revolu- 
tionary army. 

This  preference,  however,  only 
gave  him  an  opportunity  to  mani- 
fest the  magnanimity  of  his  temper. 

Upon  being  urged,  by  a  man  of 
influence,  to  refuse  the  appoint- 
ment, and  thus  resent  the  injustice 
of  the  preference,  as  well  as  the 
injury  done  to  his  military  charac- 
ter :  he  replied,  ^^  I  am  confident, 
that  general  Washington  had  suffi- 
cient reasons  for  this  preference. 
Let  us  first  dispose  of  our  enemies, 
we  shall  then  have  leisure  to  settle 
the  question  of  rank." 

This  war  being  soon  brought  to 
a  satisfactory  conclusion,  general 
Pinckney  retired  to  the  quiet  of 
private  life.  In  1800,  he  was  held 
up,  with  Mr.  Adams,  to  the  suf- 
fnges  of  the  people,  as  vice-presi- 
dent ;  and  it  was  well  understood, 
that  had  he  consented  to  unite  his 
name  with  Mr.  Jefferson,  he  might 
have  obtained  the  unanimous  vote 
of  South  Carolina,  as  vice-presi- 
dent. To  this,  however,  he  would 
not  consent  His  political  princi- 
ples were  decidedly  federal,  and  to 


relinquish  them  with  his  opinions 
of  their  correctness,  would  have 
been  repugnant  to  the  frankness  of 
his  nature.  The  scheme  of  union 
was  accordingly  dropped,  and 
Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Burr  were 
accordingly  elected  president  and 
vice  president  of  the  United 
States. 

In  the  repose  and  quiet  of  pri- 
vate life,  general  Pinckney  con- 
tinued fi'om  the  time  of  his  retire- 
ment, until  his  death. 

He  did  not,  however,  cease  his 
efforts  to  promote  the  happiness 
and  prosperity  of  the  community 
in  which  he  lived.  Of  all  societies 
instituted  for  benevolent  purposes, 
he  was  the  zealous  supporter.  An 
advocate  of  universal  tc^eration,  he 
was  also  a  sincere  christian,  and 
acted  as  the  president  of  the 
Charleston  bible  society,  fit>m  the 
time  of  its  institution,  until  his  de- 
cease. 

Feeling  the  advantages  of  edn- 
cation  himself,  be  was  inde&tifable 
in  his  exertions  to  promote  the 
cause  of  science  and  learning. 

The  South  Carolina  college,  at 
Columbia,  owes  its  erection,  in  a 
measure,  to  his  influence  and  e^ 
forts  in  the  legislature.  In  bis  in- 
tercourse with  society,  there  wis 
a  fi-ankncss  in  his  naanner,  that  at 
once  attracted  confidence. 

He  neither  spoke  to  deceive,  nor 
flattered  to  betray.  The  comic- 
tions  of  his  mind  were  uttered  un- 
ostentatiously, and  with  such  pco- 
priety  and  delicacy,  that  althoof^ 
they  might  fiiil  to  conTince,  they 
never  gave  ofi^ce.  Hib  suiviTing 
brethren  of  the  re?<datkNi,  testified 
the  estimation  in  which  they  beU 
luschivalric  character,  by  ulucting 
him  the  presideiit  of  the  CiodoMli 
society  of  the  Umled  States;  aid 
the  following  sketch  dnwn  of 
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by  a  committee  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens, shows,  that  he  was  best  be- 
loved where  he  was  best  known  :•— 

*'''  Endowed  by  nature  with  a  so- 
cial judgment,  an  extensive  capa- 
city, and  a  vigorous  mind,  he  pre- 
pared himself  for  the  public  and 
private  duties  of  life,  by  a  careful, 
enlarged,  and  generous  education. 
He  was  thus,  by  nature  and  art, 
fitted  for  various  functions  and  of- 
fices— at  the  bar,  in  the  army,  in 
the  senate,  and  in  diplomacy,  he 
was  always  found  adequate  to  the 
trust  confided  to  him.  As  a  law- 
yer, he  was  learned,  acute,  and  di- 
ligent, zealous,  though  candid,  and 
entirely  free  from  artifice.  He  al- 
ways spoke  with  judgment  and  lo- 
gic, often  forcibly  and  eloquently. 
In  the  army,  he  carried  a  clear  car- 
riage, a  mascuhne  understanding, 
and  a  vehement  spirit.  By  his  in- 
telhgence,  firmness,  and  practical 
ability  in  the  state  legislature,  and 
in  the  conventions  for  forming  con- 
stitutions, he  greatly  contributed  to 
the  enaction  of  wise  laws,  and  of 
the  admirable  instruments,  which, 
in  America,  give  law  to  the  laws. 
As  an  ambassador,  he  united  the 
highest  sense  of  national  honor, 
with  the  greatest  prudence ;  and,  if 
he  did  not  succeed  in  his  negotia- 
tions in  obtaining  justice  for  his 
country,  he  kept  alive  that  spirit 
which  enabled  her  to  enforce  it. 
In  politics,  he  was  at  the  head  of  a 
party,  without  being  a  party  man," 
uniting  with  his  friends  from  an 
agreement  in  measures,  but  keep- 
ing himself  fi'om  all  selfish  and  vin- 
dictive passions. 

^^  Religious  and  moral  principles 
presided  over' all  his  faculties  and 
pursuits,  and  gave  a  dignity,  a  con- 
stancy, and  a  sincerity  to  his  cha- 
racter. In  private  life,  he  had  the 
virtues,  without  the  vices,  of  pro- 


sperity. He  was  munificent  with- 
out ostentation,  liberal  without  pro- 
digality, and  dignified  without  pride. 
The  openness,  and  even  fireedom  of 
his  manners,  inspired  confidence 
and  afiection  ;  and  never  diminish- 
ed respect.  His  mind  appears, 
through  life,  to  have  been  happily 
balanced  by  enterprise  and  peni- 
tence, by  vigor,  steadiness,  by  the 
love  of  honor,  and  the  most  in- 
flexible honesty.  He,  therefore, 
passed  prosperously  through, vari- 
ous trying  and  troubled  scenes, 
without  shaking  the  confidence  of 
his  firiends,  or  losing  the  kindness 
of  his  fellow  citizens.  An  ardent 
youth  and  a  vigorous  manhood, 
were  succeeded  by  a  secure  and 
cheerful  old  age,  and  the  reverence 
and  love  of  the  whole  city  attended 
him  to  the  tomb." 


Alexandbk  of  Russia. 

November  19,  1825. 

At  Taganrok,  aged  48,  his  impe- 
rial majesty,  Alexander,  autocrat 
of  all  the  Russias. 

His  imperial  majesty  was  the 
eldest  son  of  Paul  I.  by  his  second 
wife,  Sophia-Dorothea-Augusta- 
Maria-Foedorowna  of  Wurtemberg 
Studgard.  He  was  born  Decem- 
ber 22,  1777,  and  the  care  of  liis 
education  was  committed  to  M.  de 
la  Harpe,  a  Swiss  colonel,  who 
neglected  nothing  to  fit  his  pupil 
for  the  high  station  he  was  destined 
tofiU. 

As  soon  as  Alexander  could 
walk,  an  Englishman,  Mr.  Par- 
land,  was  appointed  his  diadka^  a 
term  which  may  be  translated  nm- 
e^ieri  but  which  has  by  some  been 
interpreted  by  the  expression  numr 
ntiTje.  This  gentleman  is  now 
living  at  Petersburg,  after  having 
experienced  the  imperial  bounty  in 
many  ways;  and  is  placed,  not  on- 
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ly  in  comfortable,  but  affluent  cir- 
cumstances. At  tlie  age  of  fifteen 
Alexander  was  a  very  imposing 
youth,  and  had  become  a  uniTorsal 
favorite  among  all  classes  of  socie- 
ty. He  was  early  placed  under  the 
guardianship  of  count  Soltikoff,  an 
enlightened  man,  who  was  well  fit- 
ted for  the  duties  of  that  high  and 
important  station  ;  and  the  future 
sovereign,  no  doubt,  benefitted 
much  by  his  sage  counsels  and  his 
exemplary  conduct.  That  the  em- 
j)cror  was  highly  pleased  with  his 
guardian,  was  proved  by  the  vene- 
ration in  which  he  held  the  count 
during  life,  and  by  his  condescen- 
sion in  following  his  corpse  to  the 
grave  in  the  year  1816,  on  foot, 
and  bare-headed,  along  with  the 
other  chief  mourners. 

These  facts,  as  well  as  many 
others,  wiiich  need  not  be  mention- 
ed, show  that  gratitude  was  no 
stranger  to  the  breast  of  the  auto- 
crat of  all  the  Russias.  Under  able 
tutors,  appointed  with  the  consent 
of  count  Soltikoff,  the  then  grand 
duke  was  taught  Russian,  French, 
German,  Italian,  Latin,  Greek,  and 
also  a  little  English ;  besides  the 
principles  of  the  Greek  religion, 
geography,  history,  political  eco- 
nomy, military  tactics,  the  duties 
of  a  sovereign,  and  some  of  the  sci- 
ences. He  was  reared  at  the  Rus- 
sian court,  under  great  care  of,  and 
subordinate  to,  his  talented  grand- 
mother, Catharine  li. ;  under  much 
filial  respect  for  his  tender  and 
careful  mother ;  and  in  absolute 
dread  of  his  father,  the  late  empe- 
ror Paul. 

In  the  days  of  youthful  and  im- 
petuous passion,  in  the  midst  of  a 
voluptuous  court,  surrounded  by 
almost  all  the  beauty  and  fashion 
c^  Russia,  unawed  by  examples  of 
chastity  and  private  virtue  in  the 


highest  individuals  of  the  realm,  se- 
duced by  the  temptations  and  &- 
cilities  of  gratification,  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered  that  the  young  and 
blooming  Alexander  should  have 
had  numerous  love  intrigues  at  an 
early  period  of  his  life.  0^  the  con- 
trary, it  may  seem  surprising,  that 
the  young  prince,  placed  in  the 
midst  of  so  much  evil  example,  so 
much  depravity,  and  so  great  a  de- 
ficiency of  moral  principle,  should 
have  wandered  so  little  as  he  £d 
fi'om  the  path  of  virtue. 

The  above  circumstances  being 
taken  into  view,  it  might  naturally 
enough  be  supposed  tiiat  an  early 
marriage  was  recommended;  aad 
accordingly  he  was  married  when 
16  years  of  age,  October  9th,  179S, 
to  the  princes  Louisa  of  Bato 
Durlach,  two  years  younger  than 
himself,  and  still  the  reigning  em- 
press. The  princess,  on  becoming 
of  the  Greek  religion,  assumed  the 
name  of  Elizabeth  Alexiena.  The 
marriage  was  a  political  scheme 
of  Catherine  II.,  and  though  the 
young  bride  was  handsome,  beanli- 
ful,  and  interesting,  there  was  a 
coolness  in  her  manner  that  iH  ac- 
corded with  the  warmth  of  Alex- 
ander's passion,  and  which  render- 
ed her  not  exactly  the  object  of  ins 
choice.  By  her  majesty  the  auto- 
crat had  two  children,  both  of 
whom  died  in  infimcy.  Since  their 
death,  to  the  regret  of  the  imperial 
couple,  and  of  the  Russian  nation, 
^^God  has  given"  no  additioDal 
ofiBspring. 

Whether  Alexander  was  aware 
of  the  intended  murder  of  hit  &• 
ther,  or  whether  he  knew  of  the 
time  fixed  for  its  perpetratioo,  ad- 
mits of  discussion  ;  hot  it  is  cer- 
tain that  at  an  eaily  lioar  ef  tiH 
mommg  of  the  12th  ef  Mardi,  Im 
fiiends  and  his  coomeHors  tiJM 
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round  him  ;  that  the  death  of  Paul, 
and  the  accession  of  Alexander, 
were  announced  to  the  capital  at 
seven  o'clock,  and  that  by  eight  the 
principal  nobility  had  paid  their 
homage  to  the  grand  duke,  under 
his  new  character,  in  the  chapel  of 
the  winter  palace.  The  great  offi- 
cers of  state  being  assembled  there, 
Alexander  was  declared  emperor 
of  all  the  Russias. 

It  seems  almost  an  anomaly  in 
history,  that  the  murderers  of  Peter 
III.  became  the  avowed  favorites, 
or  the  protegees^  of  Catherine  II.  ; 
and  it  is  scarcely  less  remarkable, 
that  the  mercy  of  Alexander  was 
extended  to  the  assassins  of  his  fa- 
ther.   Zubof^  the  chief  conspirator, 
and  the  most  active  of  the  mur- 
derers' band,  was  ordered  not  to 
approach  the  imperial  residence ; 
and  count  Panin,  the  former  go- 
vernor of  that  city,  was  transferred 
to  Riga.     The  other  conspirators 
were  treated  as  if  no  blame  attach- 
ed to  their  characters.     It  is  im- 
possible to  conceive  why  Alexan- 
der withheld  that  vengeance  which 
justice  seemed  to  demand,  from  the 
heads  of  his  father's  assassins.     It 
has  been  attributed  by  one  of  his 
panegyrists,  to  a  forlorn  and  melan- 
choly conviction,  that  the  murderers 
had  been  prompted  to  commit  the 
bloody  deed,  solely  by  regard  to 
the  ssdvation  of  the  empire.     Such 
a  conviction  might  have  induced 
the  young  monarch  to  dimini^  the 
weight  of  that  punishment  which 
piety  and  justice  called  on  him  to 
inflict,  but  can  scarcely  account  for 
his  total  forbearance. 

In  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  his 
age,  Alexander  ascended  the  throne 
of  his  ancestors,  having  previously 
been  the  favorite  of  his  father's  sub- 
jects. His  mild  deportment,  his 
suavity  of  manners,  his  amiable 


disposition,  and  his  goodness  of 
heart,  had  gained  him  the  love  and 
respect  of  all  classes  of  the  popm- 
lation  of  the  empire.     The  Tele- 
machus  of  the  north  was  not  them 
inebriated  with  power,  but,  instruct* 
ed  in  his  duties  by  a  mentor,  en- 
dowed with  intelligence  and  virtue^. 
exercised  the  authority  of  a  de- 
spotic sovereign  to  establish  phi- 
lanthropy as  the  basis  of  his  throne. 
His  first  measures,  proclamations,, 
and  imperial  orders,  tended  to  con< 
firm  the  good  opinion  and  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people     He  sincere- 
ly promised  to  tread  in  the  foot- 
steps of  Catherine  II. ;  and  his  first 
acts  of  kindness  were  experienced 
by  the  Petersburgers,  whose  lives 
had  become  quite  miserable  under 
the  whimsical  reign  of  Paul.     Al- 
exander gave  orders  that  every  one 
should  be  allowed  to  dress  accord- 
ing to  his  own  taste.     He  exhone- 
rated  the  inhabitants  from  the  trou- 
ble  and  degradation   of  aUghting 
from  their  carriages  at  the  approach 
of  the  imperial  family,  and  doing 
homage  as  they  passed,  which  Paul 
had  exacted,  even  in  the  coldest 
and    most    disagreeable  weather. 
He  dismissed  the  court  advocate, 
who  had  become  an  object  of  uni- 
versal detestation  ;  and  besides,  he 
made  numerous  changes  and  regu- 
lations, all  tending  to  the  comfort, 
pleasure  and  advantage  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  metropolis.     The 
goodness  of  his  heart,  the  activity 
of  his  mind,  the  excellence  of  his 
principles,  and  his  anxious  wish  for 
the  improvement  of  his  subjects  and 
his  country,  all  enabled  him  at  once 
to  perceive  the  necessity  of  great 
changes  and  improvements  through- 
out the  empire. 

He  was  proclaimed  emperor, 
March  24,  1801 ;  and  his  corona- 
tion in  the  ancient  capital,  the  27th 
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of  the  following  September,  was  Bonaparte.  In  the  spring  of  1BU7, 
signalized  by  the  release  of  the  Alexander  joined  his  army,  which 
state  prisoners ;  the  recall  of  se-  had  retreat^  beyond  the  Vistula, 
vend  exiles  from  Siberia  ;  the  par-  and  withstood  the  French  with 
don  of  criminals  ;  promotions  in  great  bravery  ;  but  having  been  de- 
the  army,  the  navy,  and  the  civil  feated  in  the  battle  of  Friedland,  be 
service,  and  among  the  clerical  retreated  beyond  the  Niemen,wl]»re 
aew  and  advantageous  regulations  he  agreed  to  the  prebminaries  of 
ibr  the  city  of  Moscow  ;  and  the  the  peace  signed  at  Tilsit,  July  8, 
better  definition  and  confirmation  1807.  In  consequence,  as  is  be- 
ef the  titles  of  some  of  the  noble  lieved,  of  a  secret  article  in  that 
families  of  that  capital.  treaty,  he  declared  war  against  £n- 
His  first  care  was  to  put  an  end  gland,  and  soon  afterwards  against 
to  the  war  which  then  raged  be-  Sweden,  which  latter  war  lasted 
tween  Russia  and  England ;  and  two  years,  and  ended  in  Swedea'a 
he  for  some  length  of  time  preser-  ceding  Finland  to  Russia.  During 
ved  peace  both  with  England  and  the  hostihties  which  still  subsisted 
France,  and  vainly  endeavored  between  France  and  England,  he 
to  act  as  mediator  between  them,  continued  to  side  with  the  former 
after  the  termination  of  the  short  power,  and  dismissed  fixm  his  do- 
peace  of  Amiens.  In  1804,  how-  minions  all  the  German  ministers 
ever,  the  murder  of  the  duke  and  agents.  But  the  time  was  ar- 
D'Enghien  by  Bonaparte  excited  rived  when  he  was  to  see  how  ill- 
the  indignation  of  the  emperor,  judged  his  friendship  had  been; 
who,  after  presenting  an  energetic  and  he  was  forced  to  defend  him- 
remonstrance  by  his  ambassador,  self  in  his  own  dominions,  with  no 
against  ^^  a  violation  of  the  law  of  other  ally  than  England,  against 
nations  as  arbitrary  as  it  was  pub-  Bonaparte,  who  led  660,000  choice 
lie,"  withdrew  his  minister  from  troops  against  him,  joined  with 
Paris,  and  in  1805,  signed  a  treaty  those  kings  who  had  foimeily 
of  alliance,  ofiensive  and  defensive,  been  his  allies,  and  whom  be  had 
with  England,  Austria,  and  Swe-  formerly  assisted.  The  Russians, 
den :  acting  on  which,  Alexander  however,  on  their  evacuation  of 
hastened  to  lead  his  troops  into  Moscow,  by  burning  that  city,  de- 
Austria,  where,  however,  he  arri-  stroyed  the  only  means  of  subsist- 
ved  only  in  time  to  see  the  capital  ence  the  French  could  expect  da- 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  ring  the  winter ;  and  thence  M- 
He  then  retreated,  together  with  lowed  the  terrible  destructioa  of 
the  remnant  of  the  Austrian  army,  that  vast  army.  The  empeitir  Al- 
to Berlin,  where  he  resolved  to  exander  now  seemed  animated  with 
await  the  French  army ;  but  on  the  a  spirit  of  vengeance  against  the 
defeat  of  the  Austrians,  at  the  bat-  invader  of  the  Russian  doouoioDS. 
tie  of  Austerlitz,  he  returned  to  St  He  pursued  him  with  ngr^imting 
Petersburg,  leaving  the  greater  vigor  ;  he  even  published  a  descrip- 
part  of  his  army  on  the  frontiers  of  tion  of  his  person,  as  if  he  had 
Germany.  In  1806,being  called  up-  been  a  conunon  felon.  However, 
on  by  the  court  of  Berlin,  he  again  Bonaparte  escaped  in  a  angls 
took  up  arms,  but  was-  again  only  sledge,  leaving  tus  gallant  army  to 
in  time  to  witness  the  triumph  of  peruh  in  the  snows  ;  and  ao  bt^ 
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rere  the  French,  that  they 
mffered  him  to  levy  new 
ind  lead  them  into  Ger- 
1813.  By  this  time,  how- 
I  scene  had  wholly  chan- 
^  March  13,  Alexander 
ling  of  Prussia,  proclaimed 
lotion  of  the  confederacy 
Uune,  and  declared  their 
of  assisting  the  Austrians. 
ring  been  worsted  at  the 
»f  Lutzen  and  Bautzen, 
96d  to  an  armistice  ;  du- 
^  the  Russians  were  join- 
neral  Moreau,  who,  how- 
a  fell  by  a  random"^  shot 
leaden.  Ailer  various  suc- 
freat  battle  of  Leipsic  was 
October  16th,  17th,  and 
ich  completed  the  deliver- 
(Sermany.  A  short  time 
is  battle,  a  general,  who 
led  a  corps  of  artillery 
at  the  imperial  head-quar- 
incurred,  on  some  trilling 
» the  serious  displeasure  of 
eror.  His  majesty  very 
>niously  sent  one  of  his 
amp,  with  an  order,  that 
3r  should  give  up  his  com- 
3pair,  within  twenty-four 
>  a  village  the  distance  of 
ir  thirty  miles,  and  take 
»f  a  regiment  stationed 
Surprise,  indignation,  and 
e  successively  evinced  by 
*al,  but  still  he  obeyed  the 
He  left  head-quarterd 
I  moment's  loss  of  time — 
it  his  new  designation — 
I  it — reviewed  the  regi- 
id  immediately  drove  back 
mer  station.  At  a  review 
troops  the  following  morn- 
emperor  soon  perceived 
e  head  of  his  corps.  As- 
nt  and  rage  were  depicted 
march's  physiognomy,  and 
tched  an  aid-dc-camp  to 


know  what  the  general  was  doing 
there,  and  why  he  had  left  his  new 
station,  and  dared  to  disobey  his 
sovereign's  orders  ?  The  general, 
who  is  a  man  of  talents,  of  general 
information,  and  of  unconquerable 
and  sometimes  ferocious  spirit,  with 
energy  rephed  to  the  aid-ide-camp, 
*'*'  Go  back  and  tell  his  imperial  ma- 
jesty, that  the  present  time  is  high- 
ly important,  and  that  I  feel  anxious 
for  the  fate  of  Russia ;  tell  him  that 
henceforth  I  serve  not  Alexander, 
but  my  country  ;  and  that  I  am 
here,  where  I  ought  to  be,  at  the 
head  of  my  troops,  ready  to  sacri- 
fice my  life  in  her  cause."  Such 
an  uncontemplated  and  heroic  an- 
swer, instead  of  rousing  the  fturi- 
ous  passions  of  the  mind,  as  might 
have  been  expected,  were  despotism 
really  absolute,  had  a  very  opposite 
effect.  The  emperor  seemed  pal- 
sied, replied  not  a  word,  and  was 
glad  to  hush  the  affair  to  sleep,  lest 
the  general's  example  should  be  too 
generally  known,  and  become  a 
precedent  for  the  future  for  the  of- 
ficers of  the  autocrat  army.  Be- 
fore the  battle  of  Mont  Martre,  the 
general,  who  continued  in  his  form- 
er command,  had  a  station  assign- 
ed him  in  the  midst  of  danger,  on 
purpose,  it  was  supposed  by  some, 
that  his  head  might  be  carried  away 
by  a  cannon  ball,  and  thus  rid  the 
emperor  of  a  tiberal  minded  and 
refractory  officer.  This  gentleman, 
who  fears  no  danger,  rejoiced  on 
the  occasion,  fought  and  conquered. 
It  redounds  to  the  credit  of  Alex- 
ander, that  he  called  for  the  gene- 
ral on  the  field  of  battle,  and  be- 
stowed upoil^  him  the  cordon  of  St. 
George.  Since  that  period,  he  has 
been  employee^  on  an  important 
mission,  and  at  this  moment  holds 
one  of  the  highest  and  most  re- 
sponsible offices  of  the  state. 
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In  the  beginning  of  ]814,  the 
aUied  monarchs  crossed  the  Rhine. 
On  the  30th  March,  the  allied  army 
besieged  Paris,  and  forced  it  to  ca- 
pitulate ;  and  on  the  31st,  the  em- 
peror Alexander  and  the  king  of 
Prussia  entered  it,  amid  the  cries  of 
Vive  le  Roi !  Vivent  leu  Bourbon ! 
and  Bonaparte  soon  signed  his  first 
abdication.  On  the  landing  of 
Louis  XVIII.,  Alexander  hastened 
to  meet  him,  and  conducted  him  to 
Paris,  which  he  entered  May  4.  A 
treaty  of  peace  was  signed  at  Paris, 
May  30,  1814,  and  Alexander  left 
France  June  l,for  London,  where 
he  was  magnificently  entertained 
by  the  prince  regent  at  Guildhall. 
He  returned  to  St.  Petersburg  July 
25.  On  September  25,  he  entered 
Vienna,  where  he  remained  until 
the  end  of  October.  The  ratifica* 
tion  of  the  acts  of  the  congress  had 
been  signed  February  9,  1815. 
When  the  escape  of  Bonaparte  from 
Elba  changed  the  apparent  security 
of  Europe  into  confusion  ;  great 
preparations  had  been  made  by  the 
Russians,  when  the  news  of  the 
battle  of  Waterloo  put  a  stop  to 
their  motions.  Alexander  Imnself 
set  out  for  Paris,  where  he  arrired 
three  days  after  the  entry  of  Louis 
XVIII.  From  thence  he  proceed- 
ed to  Brussels  to  view  the  field  of 
Waterloo ;  and  after  a  short  stay, 
returned  to  St.  Petersburg,  which 
he  entered  amid  universal  acclama- 
tions. 

The  personal  character  of  the 
late  emperor  was  chiefly  distinguish- 
ed by  great  afiability  and  conde- 
scension, which  was  carried  to  such 
a  degree,  as  would  have  been  whol- 
ly incompatible  with  his  situation, 
if  the  government  were  of  any  other 
form  than  that  of  an  absolute  mo- 
narchy. Considering  the  disad- 
vantages of  his  early  hfe,  he  must 


be  regarded  as  one  who  had,  as  far 
as  possible,  overcome  by  natural 
goodness  of  temper,  those  evil  ha- 
bits which  circumstances  seemed  to 
form  for  him  ;  and  whatever  blame 
may  be  attached  to  his  caprice,  his 
artfulness,  his  inflexibility,  his  vani- 
ty, or  his  gallantry,  he  nevertheless 
had  great  merit ;  and,  indeed,  his 
very  faults  may  be  said  to  have  been 
well  suited  to  the  part  he  was  des- 
tined to  sustain,  and  to  the  natioQ 
whom  he  governed.  An  enemy  to 
the  costly  vanities  of  some  of  his 
predecessors,  he  regulated  the  ex- 
penses of  his  palaces  with  econo- 
my, and  applied  his  treasures  to  the 
foundation  of  useful  establiahmeBts, 
the  promotion  of  useful  public 
works,  the  equipment  of  his  arse- 
nals, and  the  augmentation  of  his 
army.  Temperate,  active,  and  in- 
defatigable, he  transacted  the  busi- 
ness of  government  through  direct 
currespundeuce  or  personal  super- 
intendance  ;  and,  familiar  with  the 
statistics,  topography,  and  interests 
of  the  various  people  inhabiting  his 
extensive  empire,  he  cherished  the 
general  prosperity  by  a  polity  adapt- 
ed to  the  wants  of  each  and  all 
The  solicitude  which  he  manifested 
for  the  good  of  his  country,  and  his 
humanity,  deserve  the  fairest  en- 
comiums. 

During  the  campaign,  it  cannot 
be  questioned  that  Alexander  wis 
an  example  to  his  whole  army.  His 
exemplary  endurance  of  privations, 
cold,  hunger,  and  fatigue,  served  to 
animate  his  troops.  His  activity 
and  soUcitude  were  equally  the 
theme  of  praise,  while  his  afiabilitj 
and  conciliatory  manneis  gained 
him  all  hearts. 

The  simplicity  of  manners  umI 
mode  of  life  of  Alexander  were  ve- 
ry exemplary  and  praiseworthy.  He 
slept  upon  a  hard  mattress,  whether 
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in  the  palace  or  in  the  camp  ;  he 
rose  early , lived  very  moderately,  was 
scarcely  ever  even  merry  with  wine, 
employed  much  time  in  public  af- 
fairs, and  was  indefatigable  in  his 
labors.  His  chief  amusement,  if 
such  it  may  be  called,  seemed  to 
have  been  the  organization  and  dis- 
cipline of  the  army. 

Having  said  thus  much  of  the 
early  life  and  of  some  public  acts  of 
Alexander's  reign,  we  shall  now 
notice  his  love  affidrs. 

The  unfortunate  attachment  of 

the  Czar  to  Madame  N ,  soon 

after  his  marriage,  gave  rise  to  the 
most  serious  differences  between 
this  monarch  and  his  interesting 

consort.    Madame  N bore  the 

autocrat  several  children  ;  one  of 
them,  a  female,  lately  died,  when 
about  to  be  married.  Being  the 
emperor's  very  picture,  she  natural- 
ly attracted  the  notice  of  the  people 
as  she  traversed  the  streets,  or  the 
promenades  of  Petersburg.  Her 
death  overwhelmed  the  emperor 
with  grief. 

Madame  N was  spouse  of 

Le  Grand  Veneur,  who  either  wink- 
ed at  his  lady's  infidelity,  or  was 
obliged  to  wink  at  it ;  for  in  the 
north,  notwithstanding  all  the  ad- 
vance towards  refinement,  despo- 
tism, in  some  instances,  maintains 
its  ground,  and  acts  as  it  wills,  con- 
trary to  law,  justice,  humanity,  and 
religion. 

The  lady  just  alluded  to  had  a 
handsome  establishment  allowed 
her  by  his  imperial  majesty,  and  be- 
sides an  excellent  town-house 
near  the  residence,  she  had  also  a 
country-house  in  one  of  the  islands 
formed  by  the  branches  of  the  Ne- 
va, and  not  far  distant  firom  the  en)- 
peror's  summer  palace.  There  she 
and  her  illegitimate  offspring  gene- 


rally spent  the  fine  season  of  the 
year. 

The  empress  had  often  in  vain 
remonstrated  with  the  emperor  re- 
specting his  connection  with  Ma- 
dame   N ,  and   she  had    fi^c- 

quently  threatened  to  abandon  her 
throne,  and  to  retire  to  her  rela- 
tions in  Germany.  But  the  dowa- 
ger empress,  who  reaUy  loved  and 
pitied  her  imperial  daughter-in-law, 
partly  by  caresses  and  entreaties, 
partly  by  prudential  measures  and 
persuasion,  and  partly  by  her  disap- 
proval of  Alexander's  conduct,  and 
her  severe  remonstrances  to  her 
imperial  son,  succeeded  in  delaying 
her  design.  Yet,  however  sincere 
might  be  his  vows  of  amendment  at 
the  moment,  the  autocrat  of  all  the 
Russias,  like  other  mortals,  found 
that  the  chains  of  love  are  not  easi- 
ly ruptured,  and  after  a  short  ab- 
sence and  repentance,  he  returned 
to  sin  again.  Such  was  the  empe- 
ror's conduct  for  many  years  to- 
wards Madame  N ;   and,    as 

mentioned,  the  firuit  of  the  inter- 
course was  a  young  &mily. 

The  emperor  also  showed  a  de- 
cided predilection  to  some  other 
females,  and  among  the  rest  to  the 
wives  of  two  merchants. 

From  the  open  manifestation  of 
his  passion  for  a  few  females,  and 
firom  his  amorous  constitution,  it 
was  inferred  that  Alexander  had 
many  secret  intrigues  besides  with 
the  beauties  of  the  court,  the  thea- 
tres, and  of  the  metropolis ;  and 
there  is  strong  reason  to  presume 
that  the  inference  was  just. 

In  consequence  of  such  conduct, 
it  was  very  reasonable  for  the  em- 
press to  be  highly  discontented.  In 
tlie  year  1814-15  she  was  in  Ger- 
many ;  and  it  was  reported  that  she 
had  refused  to  return  to  Russia  un- 
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less  the  emperor  would  bind  him- 
self under  a  solemn  oath,  that  he 

would  banish  Madame  N from 

the  Russian  empire  :  and  even  af- 
ter a  deed  to  that  effect  was  ob- 
tained, it  required  th(5  persuasions 
and  the  cuiming  of  the  doAvager 
empress  to  get  her  imperial  majesty 
in  motion  for  the  northern  metro- 
pohs. 

Madame  N was  accordingly 

necessiated  to  leave  Russia  with 
her  cJiildren.  She  went  to  France, 
and  at  present  she  resides  at  Paris. 
Since  that  event,  it  is  stated  that  the 
emperor  Alexander  had  shown  his 
regret  at  the  frolics  of  his  youtli  by 
repentence,  and  the  kindest  con- 
duct to  his  imperial  consort,  with 
whom  he  passed  much  time  in  his 
evenings. 

The  next  heir  to  the  tlirone  of 
Russia  in  order  of  primogeniture, 
was  the  grand  duke  Constantino 
Cesarovitch,  who  was  born  May  8, 
1779,  and  married  Feb.  26,  1796, 
Julia,  princess  of  Saxe  Cobourg, 
sister  to  his  royal  highness  the 
prince  of  Saxe  Cobourg.  This 
marriage  was  dissolved  by  an  impe- 
rial Ukase,  dated  April  2,  1820, 
and  the  grand  duke  married,  se- 
condly, May  24,  1820,  Jane,  bom 
countess  of  Grudzinska,  and  crea- 
ted princess  of  Lowicz. 

Constantino,  however,  afler  be- 
ing proclaimed,  resigned  his  right 
to  the  throne  in  favor  of  the  grand 
duke  Nicholas,  who  has  according- 
ly been  proclaimed. 


General  For. 

November  28. 
Of  an  aneurism  of  the  heart,  at 
his  residence  in  the  Rue  de  la 
Chauss6e  d'Antin,  Paris,  aged  50, 
general  Maximilian  Sebastian  Foy. 
For  eight  days  the  disorder  had 
made  rapid  progress.     Two  of  his 


nephews,  of  the  same  name  as  him- 
seli*,  the  one  his  aid-de-camp,  and 
the  other  an  advocate,  did  not  quit 
his  bed  for  a  moment.  *'•  I  feel," 
said  he,  in  a  dying  tone,  ^*  a  disor- 
ganizing power  that  labors  to  de- 
stroy me.  I  fight  with  the  giant, 
but  cannot  conquer  him.'*  He 
scarcely  slept  at  all,  and  even  sleep 
fatigued  him.  He  did  not  deceive 
himself  upon  his  approaching  end, 
but  looked  death  in  the  face  as  he 
did  the  enemy  in  the  field.  The 
nearer  the  fatal  moment  approach- 
ed, tlie  more  did  his  kindness  mani- 
fest itself  to  tliose  around  him. 
Wishing  again  to  breathe  the  pore 
air,  and  see  once  more  the  light  of 
the  sun,  his  nephews  carried  him  ia 
a  chair  to  the  window,  which  was 
open ;  but  feeling  himself  sinking, 
he  said  to  them — ^^'  My  good  friends, 
put  me  upon  the  bed.  God  will 
do  the  rest.''  These  were  his  last 
words.  Two  minutes  after  his  bo- 
dy rendered  up  to  the  Author  of  all 
things  the  great  soul  that  it  had  re- 
ceived from  him. 

On  opening  the  body  after  death, 
the  heart  was  found  twice  as  vc^u- 
minous  as  in  the  natural  state,  soft, 
and  gorged  vrith  coagulated  blood, 
which  it  had  no  longer  strength  to 
put  into  circulation.  Mirabeau,  it 
will  be  recollected,  according  to 
the  report  of  Cabanis,  likewise 
sunk  under  a  disease  of  the  heart, 
augmented  by  the  fatigue  of  the 
tribune,  and  the  cares  and  cube- 
ties  inseparable  fi'om  business. 

This  officer  was  educated  for  the 
bar,  but  on  the  breaking  out  of  the 
revolution,  he  entered  tiie  artilkfy, 
in  which  he  was  rapidly  promoted. 
From  the  first  campaigns  of  the 
ij^volution,  to  the  battle  of  Water- 
loo, he  was  in  incessant  actioa,  aad 
fi^uently  distingoished  faimfdf. 
He  was  wounded  in  Moreau*9  re- 
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treat,  at  tlie  battle />f  Orthes,  and 
at  Waterloo.  His  activity  in  Spain 
was  well  known  to  many  officers 
of  the  English  army.  Though  his 
fate  was  bound  up  with  the  military 
profession,  he  refused,  previously  to 
the  expedition  to  Egypt,  the  ap- 
pointment of  aid-de-camp  to  Bo- 
naparte, whose  views  he  seems  to 
have  suspected ;  and  he  also  op- 
posed Napoleon's  elevation  to  the 
supreme  power.  It  is  related  of 
the  general,  that,  after  one  of 
Bonaparte's  victories,  he  was  at 
a  dinner  of  the  officers ;  when, 
upon  ^^  the  health  of  the  emperor" 
having  been  given,  he  alone  de- 
clined drinking  it.  In  vain  was  he 
pressed  on  the  point.  ^^  I  am  not 
thirsty,"  said  he.  By  Bonaparte's 
abdication  he  lost  a  marshal's  ba- 
ton; but  his  military  promotion, 
which  then  ceased,  was  compen- 
sated by  popular  honors  and  dis- 
tinctions, which  he  could  not  have 
attained  or  enjoyed  under  the  impe- 
rial government.  Since  his  first 
admission  to  the  chamber  of  depu- 
ties in  1819,  he  had  been  one  of  its 
most  prominent  orators ;  and  in  the 
last  session  he  was,  without  ex- 
ception, the  most  powerful  oppo- 
nent of  the  ministry.  Being  one 
of  the  few  members  gifted  with  the 
talent  of  extemporaneous  speaking, 
he  was  enabled  to  make  or  to  repel 
attacks  with  promptitude  and  effect. 
The  general  has  left  a  widow  and 
five  young  children ;  but  so  strong- 
ly has  the  public  feeling  been  ex- 
cited in  their  favor,  that  a  subscrip- 
tion, amounting  to  more  than  20,- 
0002.  has  been  raised  for  their  sup- 
port. Portraits  of  the  general  have 
been  engraved,  medals  have  been 
struck  in  his  honor,  and  a  public 
monument  is  to  be  erected  to  his 
memory 


His  funeral  was  celebrated  De- 
cember 6,  at  Notre  Dame  de  Lo- 
retto.  An  immense  crowd,  com- 
puted at  100,000  persons,  flocked 
to  the  cemetry.  A  considerable 
number  of  deputies,  generals,  and 
officers  of  all  ranks,  thronged  the 
apartments.  At  a  quarter  past  one 
the  body  was  brought  down  into 
the  yard  of  the  hotel.  Eight  young 
persons  presented  themselves  to 
carry  it  on  their  shoulders  into  the 
church.  After  divine  service,  the 
same  persons  again  carrried  the 
corpse.  Shortly  after,  the  crowd 
made  way  to  allow  the  children  of 
the  general,  conducted  by  his  do- 
mestics, to  pass  through  them. 
The  procession  moved  in  the  fol- 
lowing order: — A  detachment  of 
troops  of  the  line  in  two  platoons ; 
a  platoon  of  chasseurs  of  the  na- 
tional guard  ;  the  mourning  coach, 
drawn  by  two  horses,  in  which  was 
an  officer ;  afterwards  followed 
nearly  six  thousand  persons ;  a  pla- 
toon of  troops  of  the  line  at  the 
head  of  the  equipages.  All  the 
pupils  of  the  school  of  law  and 
medicine,  without  exception,  join- 
ed the  procession.  The  Duke  de 
Choiseul,  notwithstanding  hb  great 
age,  went  to  the  grave,  and  would 
have  delivered  an  address,  but  was 
overpowered  by  his  feelings,  and 
compelled  to  abandon  his  inten- 
tion. M.  Royer  Collard,  although 
on  the  preceding  day  he  had  wit- 
nessed the  interment  of  his  distin- 
guished brother,  attended  the  fune- 
ral, but  in  the  Toad  to  Pere  La- 
chaise  he  became  indisposed,  and 
was  conveyed  to  a  house  on  the 
Boulevard.  Among  the  followers 
were  the  viscount  Chateaubriand, 
M.  Lafitte,  M.  Gohier,  formerly 
president  of  the  directory,  Horace 
Vernet,    Marshals    Oudinot    and 
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Marmont,  General  O'Connor,  &.c. 
The  grave  in  which  the  late  emi- 
nent individual  was  interred,  is  near 
that  of  Camille  Jordan.  The  mi- 
nister of  war's  carriage  was  among 
those  which  attended  the  proces- 
sion. Eloquent  and  pathetic  ad- 
dresses were  deUvered  at  the  grave 
by  Messrs.  Cassimer  Perrier,  Tor- 
naux,  Mechin,  and  lieutenant-ge- 
neral Miollis.  At  the  moment 
when  the  former  said,  ^^  If  general 
Foy  died  without  fortune,  the  na- 
tion will  adopt  his  widow  and  child- 
ren," a  host  of  voices  exclaimed, 
*^  Yes,  we  swear  it,  the  nation  will 
adopt  them."  All  the  theatres  of 
Paris,  and  particularly  those  on  the 
Boulevards,  were  nearly  deserted 
in  the  evening.  The  national 
guards  on  duty  at  the  post  of  their 
staff,  on  Thursday,  appeared  with 
crape  on  the  arm. 


M-r  David, 

December  29. 

At  Brussels,  the  seat  of  his  exile 
since  the  re-establishment  of  the 
Bourbons,  aged  76,  M.  David,  an 
artist  who  had  long  stood  at  the 
head  of  the  French  school  of 
painting. 

At  the  period  when  the  develop- 
ment of  his  powers  commenced, 
the  genius  of  the  French  painters, 
had  fallen  into  the  worst  pos9ible 
direction.  The  style  of  the  Italian 
school,  transmitted  by  Poussin  and 
Lesueur,  had  been  abandoned ; 
and,  under  the  idea  of  returning  to 
nature,  they  had  ^adopted  a  petty 
affected  representation  of  her,' which 
possessed  neither  the  graceful,  of 
which  they  were  in  search,  nor  the 
ideal  or  the  grand,  which  they  had 
voluntarily  renounced.  David  re- 
paired to  Rome :  there  his  mind 
was  influenced  by  the  two-fold  im- 
pression which  it  received  from  the 


numerous,  grand  and  exact  pro- 
ductions of  the  Italian  school,  and 
from  th«>  statues  of  the  ancients— 
so  chaste,  so  correct,  so  simply 
beautiful.  Thus  impressed,  be 
struck  into  a  new  course,  and  pro- 
duced his  picture  of  Andromache, 
which  by  many  is  regarded  as  one 
of  his  master-pieces.  His  painting 
had  then  something  of  the  Italian 
gravity  and  simplicity ;  and  his 
pure  and  lofty  design,  like  that  of 
the  ancients,  had  not  attained  that 
ideal  perfection,  bordering  upon 
the  stiffiiess  of  statuary,  which  he 
acquired  at  a  later  period.  In  his 
next  picture,  Belisarius,  the  com- 
position is  simple  and  grand,  the 
design  chaste,  the  expression  true, 
the  coloring  sedate — the  entire  cha- 
racter of  the  production  bearing  a 
great  resemblance  to  Poussin,  with 
more  correctness  and  arrangement 
than  that  artist  usually  displays. 
In  tracing  his  course  from  his  Be- 
lisarius to  his  Rape  of  the  Sabines, 
the  influence  of  the  Italian  schooi, 
will  be  seen  gradually  to  diminish, 
and  the  taste  for  ancient  deagn  to 
become  stronger,  so  as  at  last  to 
settle  into  academic  correctness. 
In  his  Horatii,  which  may  perhaps 
be  regarded  as  the  production  that 
marks /the  zenith  of  hb  talents, 
there/is  the  same  grandeur,  the 
same  severity  of  composition  and 
expression,  the  same  sobriety  in  the 
execution ;  but,  without  yet  ceasing 
to  be  natural,  the  disposition  of  the 
subject  is  seen  to  incline  towards 
the  sterility  of  baa-relief.  In  the 
Rape  of  the  Sabines,  one  amongst 
the  most  admu^  and  most  deser- 
ving of  admiration  of  M.  David's 
pictures,  it  is  seen  that  his  drawing 
has  become  altogether  academic, 
and  the  attitud€»  betray  a  too  great 
fondness  for  the  display  of  b^oti- 
ful  forms.    His  Socrates  is  grandly 
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conceived ;  his  Brutus  is  full  of  bited  in  London,  where,  from  va- 
beautiful  details ;  his  Thermopylae,  rious  circumstances,  it  naturally 
and  the  many  other  works  that  have  attracted  much  notice,  and  excited 
signalized  tus  pencil,  are  marked  much  criticism.  Bonaparte,  Jo- 
with  all  the  touches  of  a  great  sephine,  the  cardinal  Caprara,  and 
master ;  but,  by  those  who  love  two  or  three  other  figures,  were 
the  simple  and  the  true,  and  are  universally  allowed  to  be  fine  ;  but 
fearful  of  style,  when  it  becomes  the  remaining  cluster  of  two  hun- 
^stematic,  the  first  works  of  dred  and  ten  people,  gave  the  paint- 
Id.  David  will  be  esteemed  his  ing  the  air  of  a  crowded  stage,  on 
best.  which  the  leading  actors  concen- 

David  was  a  great  favorite  of  trated  attention,  whilst  the  surround* 
Bonaparte.  The  conqueror  of  ing  mutes  had  not  grace  enough  to 
Austerlitz  is  said  to  have  advanced  be  even  naturally  affected, 
two  steps  towards  the  artist  in  his  M.  David,  when  he  went  into 
painting  room,  and  taking  off  his  exile,  announced  to  his  pupils,  that 
hat,  to  have  exclaimed,  ^^  Sir,  I  sa-  he  was  about  to  change  his  style, 
lute  you !"  iTnder  the  protection  and  that  he  would  send  them  from 
of  his  great  fiiend,  David  was  al-  the  Netherlands,  a  specimen  of  the 
lowed,  as  a  special  mark  of  dis-  true  manner  of  coloring.  Critics 
tinction,  to  occupy  the  comer  wing  consider  him  to  have  fulfilled  this 
of  the  old  palace,  fi-om  which  eve-  promise  in  his  Mars  and  Venus, 
ry  man  of  genius  and  science  enti-  which  has  been  exhibited  with  his 
tied  to  reside  there,  had  been  re-  Belisarius,  Horatii,  Brutus,  Rape 
moved.  Bonaparte  always  con-  of  theSabines,&c.  ^^  Mars,  over- 
suited  him  in  the  arrangement  of  come  with  fatigue,  is  stretched  on 
his  paintings  and  statues :  and  all  a  couch  ;  Venus,  who  has  risen  to 
the  government  costumes  were  make  room  for  him,  has  one  hand 
from  his  designs.  David  had  many  resting  upon  him,  whibt  with  the 
pupils,  and  was  not  without  adhe-  other  she  is  placing  a  crown  on 
rents :  but,  from  the  sanguinary  his  hrad,  which  she  is  to  bestow 
part  which  he  had  taken  in  the  on  condition  that  he  quits  the  pur- 
revolution,  he  was  shunned  by  the  suit  of  arms.  Mars  consents,  and 
frretki  and  the  good,  and  seemed  to  preseriU  his  sword  as  a  token  of 
lead  the  life  of  a  proscribed  exile,  his  sincerity.  The  Graces  are  bas- 
in the  very  centre  of  the  gayest  tening  to  disencumber  the  god  of 
city  in  Europe.  his  armor  ;  Love  is  unloosing  his 

David  painted  the  coronation  of  sandal ;  and  every  attempt  is  ma- 
Bonaparte,  in  conformity  with  the  king  to  render  his  return  to  the 
instructions  of  his  master.  It  was  field  impossible." 
not  that  picture,  however,  which  M.  Odevaue,  one  of  M.  David's 
was  exhibited  in  Pall  Mall,  between  disciples  and  friends,  has  published 
three  and  four  years  ago.  On  the  in  the  Brusseb  Oracle,  a  pompous 
restoration  of  the  Bourbons,  the  and  inflated  eulogy  upon  the  de- 
expatriated  painter  retired  to  Brus-  ceased,  which  thus  concludes : 
sels ;  and  there  he  finished  what  ''^  Let  Brussels  be  proud  in  retain- 
hc  considered  an  improved  and  ing  the  ashes  of  David.  I  pro- 
heightened  copy  of  the  original  pose  to  beg  his  fiimily  to  leave  the 
painting.     That  painting  was  exhi-  remains  of  him  who  was  our  mas- 
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ter  and  friend  to  us,  to  open  imme- 
diately a  subscription  to  raise  a 
monument  to  him  in  one  of  our 
principal  churches,  and  to  have  a 
funersil  procession.  There  shall 
be  executed  a  mass  and  requiem, 
with  a  grand  orchestra  ;  and,  in 
order  to  render  this  ceremony 
worthy  of  its  object,  I  propose  to 
invite  hither  the  artists  and  tlie 
friends  of  the  arts,  from  all  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  and  from  the 
neighboring  countries."  A  sub- 
scription was  accordingly  opened, 
and  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  regulate  the  funeral  ceremony, 
and  to  provide  for  the  erection  of 
a  mausoleum. 


General  Suchet. 

January  3. 

At  Marseilles,  aged  54,  Louis 
Gabriel  Suchet,  duke  of  Albufcra. 

Having  received  a  good  educa- 
tion, he  entered  the  army  in  1 792. 
At  Toulon,  he  was  an  officer  in  the 
battalion  by  which  general  O'Hara 
was  taken  prisoner.  He  was  iji 
nearly  all  the  battles  fought  in  Italy, 
during  the  campaigns  of  1794, 
1795,  and  1797,  and  was  thrice 
wounded,  once  dangerously.  In 
the  last  of  these  campaigns,  Bona- 
parte made  him  chief-de-brigade,  on 
the  field  of  battle.  In  1798,  ha- 
ving borne  a  distinguished  part  in 
the  campaign  against  the  Swiss,  he 
was  sent  to  Paris  with  twenty-three 
standards  taken  from  the  enemy, 
and  was  then  made  general  of  bri- 
gade. He  was  on  the  point  of  pro- 
ceeding with  the  expedition  to 
Egypt,  when  he  was  suddenly  re- 
tained to  restore  discipline  and  con- 
fidence in  the  army  of  Italy.  In 
consequence  of  a  quarrel  with  the 
commissioners  of  the  directory, 
Suchet  was  compelled  to  return 
hastily  to  France^  to  vindicate  his 


conduct.  He  was  afterwards  sent 
to  the  army  of  the  Danube,  at  the 
head  of  which  he  exerted  himself  in 
defending  the  country  of  the  Gri- 
sons.  Joubert,  his  friend,  having 
been  entrusted  with  the  command 
of  the  army  of  Italy,  Suchet  joined 
him  as  general  of  division,  and 
chief  of  his  staff;  appointments 
which  he  continued  to  hold  under 
Moreau  and  Champion  net,  after  the 
death  of  Joubert.  Massena,  who 
succeeded  Championnet,  made  him 
second  in  command.  At  the  head 
of  a  feeble  division,  of  not  7,000 
men,  he  long  held  at  bay  dye  times 
the  number  of  Austrian  forces  un- 
der Melas,  contested  the  Genoese 
territory  inch  by  inch,  retired  un- 
broken behind  the  Var,  set  the  ene- 
my at  defiance,  saved  the  south  of 
France  from  invasion,  and  fecilita- 
ted  the  operations  of  the  army  of 
reserve,  advancing  from  Dijon  to 
cross  the  Alps.  When,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  march  of  Bonaparte, 
the  Austrians  commenced  their  re- 
treat, he  followed  in  their  track, 
harassed  them  incessantly,  took 
15,000  prisoners,  and,  by  compel- 
ling Melas  to  weaken  his  army  to 
oppose  him,  contributed  powerful- 
ly to  the  victory  of  Marengo.  In 
the  short  campaign  subsequently  to 
the  armistice,  he  took  4,000  pri- 
soners at  Pozzolo,  and  shared  in 
the  battles  that  were  fought.  In 
1803,  he  commanded  a  divisioD  at 
the  camp  at  Boulogne.  He  was 
named  a  member  of  the  l^rioo  of 
honor,  December  11,  1803,  grand 
officer  of  tliat  body  in  1804  ;  and 
governor  of  the  imperial  palace  at 
Lacken  in  1805.  At  Uhn^  HoBt- 
brun,  and  Austerlitz  in  1805, — at 
Saalfield  and  Jena,  in  1806, — tt 
Pultusk  in  1807, — he  greatly  coe- 
tributed  to  the  success  it  the 
French  arms.    In  1806  Bom^Nule 
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gave  him  the  grand  cordon  of  the 
legion  of  honor,  with  an  endow- 
ment of  20,000  >  francs  ;  and  in 
1 808,  he  raised  him  to  the  dignity 
of  a  count  of  the  empire.  The 
king  of  Saxony  also  nominated  him 
a  commander  of  the  military  order 
of  St.  Henry. 

Suchet  was  then  sent  to  Spain, 
and  placed  at  the  head  of  the  army 
of  Arragon.  In  1 809,  he  defeated 
Blake,  at  Belchite ;  in  1810,  he 
reduced  Lerida,  Mequinenza,  Tor- 
toza,  fort  San  Felipe,  Monserrat, 
Tarragona,  and  Saguntum, — rou- 
ted O'Donnel  at  Margalef,  and 
Blake  before  Saguntum, — and  form- 
ed the  siege  of  Valencia.  The  fall 
of  that  fortress  crowned  the  labors 
of  this  campaign,  and  obtained  for 
him  the  title  of  duke  of  Albufera, 
and  possession  of  the  estate  of  that 
name.  He  had  previously,  at  the 
capture  of  Tarragona,  received  the 
marshal's  staff.  In  1813,  the  com- 
mand of  the  united  armies  of  Ar- 
ragon and  Catalonia  having  been 
confided  to  him,  he  compelled  sir 
John  Murray  to  raise  the  siege  of 
Tarragona.  In  November,  he  was 
named  colonel-general  of  the  im- 
perial guards,  in  the  room  of  the 
duke  of  Istria.  Notwithstanding 
the  progress  of  lord  Wellington  in 
France,  Suchet  kept  his  ground  in 
Catalonia,  for  the  purpose  of  col- 
lecting the  1 8,000  men  who  gar- 
risoned the  fortresses,  and  also  for 
retarding  the  progress  of  the  allies. 

Receiving  intelligence  of  the  ab- 
dication of  Bonaparte,  he  acknow- 
ledged Louis  XV 111.  as  his  sove- 
reign. Several  honors,  amongst 
which  was  that  of  his  being  named 
one  of  the  peers  of  France,  were 
conferred  on  him  by  the  restored 
monarch.  On  the  return  of  Bona- 
parte, he  accepted  a  command  un- 
der his  old  master,  to  repel  the  al- 


lies. At  the  head  of  the  army  of 
the  Alps,  consisting  only  of  10,000 
men,  he  beat  the  Piedmontesc,  and 
shortly  after  the  Austrians.  The 
advance  of  the  grand  Austrian  ar- 
my, however,  100,000  strong,  com- 
pelled him  to  fall  hack  on  Lyons, 
but  he  saved  that  city  from  plunder 
by  capitulation,  and  with  it  artillery 
stores  to  the  value  of  half  a  million 
sterling.  On  the  same  day  that 
the  capitulation  was  signed,  he 
again  submitted  to  Louis  XVIII. 
lie  received  the  grand  cross  of  the 
legion  of  honor  in  1816,  and  in 
1819,  his  name  was  replace4  on  the 
list  of  peers. 

For  some  time  previous  to  his 
decease,  the  duke  of  Albufeira  had 
been  principally  at  Marseilles.  He 
had  been  afflicted  nearly  two  years 
with  a  severe  and  painful  disorder. 
In  the  few  moments  during  the  last 
four  days  of  his  life  in  which  he 
was  sensible,  he  made  his  will,  in  full 
possession  of  his  faculties.  In  the 
evening  of  the  2d  of  January,  1 826, 
having  recovered  fi-om  a  state  of 
delirium,  he  confessed  and  received 
the  extreme  unction.  The  remainder 
of  the  night  he  was  calm  and  com- 
posed ;  but,  after  seven  in  the 
morning  of  the  3d,  he  did  not  again 
become  sensible.  The  duchess  left 
Marseilles  for  Paris  with  her  chil- 
dren two  or  three  days  after  his 
decease. 


Count  Rostopchin. 

January,  18-26. 

At  Moscow,  count  Rostopchin. 

He  was  descended  from  an  an- 
cient Russian  family.  Entering 
the  army  very  young,  he  was  a  lieu- 
tenant in  the  imperial  guards  a( 
the  age  of  twenty-one,  when  he. 
left  Russia  to  make  the  tour  of 
Europe.  At  BerUn  he  was  dis- 
tinguished bv  count  Michael  de 
29 
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Romanzoff,  llic  Russian  ambassa- 
dor at  the  Prussian  court.     During 
the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  the 
emperor    Paul,    his    advancement 
was  rapid  and  brilliant.     He  was 
decorated  with  the  grand  order  of 
Russia  ;  and,  with  his  father,  (living 
at  the  age  of  eighty-one,  on  his 
own  estate,  at  the  time  of  the  me- 
morable campaign  of  1812,)  raised 
to  the  dignity  of  count.     Soon  af- 
terwards, however,  from  some  un- 
known cause,  both  father  and  son 
fell  into  disgrace,  and  received  an 
order  to  retire  to  their  estates,  on 
which  they  lived,  as  cultivators  of 
the  soil,  till  the  death  of  Paul.  The 
young  count  obtained  the  favor  of 
the  emperor  Alexander,  and  was 
appointed  to  the  government   of 
Moscow.     On  the  14th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1812,  the  French  entered  that 
city ;  and,  on  the  same  day,  the 
Russians,  according  to   the  20th 
French  bulletin  of  the  campaign, 
set  fire  to  various  public  edifices  of 
that  ancient  capital.      Bonaparte 
accused  count  Rostopchin  of  the 
act.     Certain  it  is,  that  the  count 
had  set  fire  to  hb  fine  country 
liouse  at  Veronozof,  leaving  the 
following     placard    conspicuously 
posted  near  the  mansion : — ^^  Du- 
ring eight  years  I  have  sought  to 
embellish  this  country  residence, 
where  I  have  lived  happily  with  my 
family.     The  inhabitants  of  this 
estate,   to  the   number  of    1720, 
abandon  it  at  your  approach  ;  and  I 
destroy  my  house,  that  it  may  not 
be     sullied     by    your    presence. 
Frenchmen  1  I  abandon  to  you  my 
two  houses  at  Moscow.    Here  you 
shdl  find  nothing  but  ashes." 

The  count  remained  governor  of 
Moscow  till  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber, 1814,  when  he  resigned  the 
oommand,  and  accompanied   his 


sovereign  to  Vienna.  In  the  year 
1817  he  went  to  Paris,  and  during 
his  stay  in  that  capital,  he  gave  the 
hand  of  his  daughter  to  the  grand- 
son of  the  count  de  Segur.  His 
manners  and  conversation  were  as 
polished  as  those  of  the  most  ic- 
comphshcd  courtier  in  Europe. 

The  Kino  of  Pobtuoal. 

March  10, 1S86. 

At  Lisbon,  aged  60,  John  the 
Fourth,  king  of  the  United  King- 
dom of  Portugal,  Brazil,  and  iJ- 
garve,  knight  of  the  garter.  His 
majesty  had  been  attacked  on  the 
4th  with  an  apoplectic  fit,  together 
with  epilepsy.  On  the  5th  and  6th 
his  malady  increased  to  such  a  de- 
gree, as  to  create  the  greatest  alarm 
for  his  life.  After  the  crisis  of  the 
6th,  his  majesty  experienced  no  new 
attack  till  the  9th,  when  his  malady 
returned  with  augmented  violenee, 
to  which  the  king  yielded,  and  laid 
down  his  life  on  the  10th,  at  6 
p.  m. 

His  majesty,  John-Maria-Joeeph 
Lewis,  was  bom  May  13,  1767, 
the  son  of  Maria-Frances  IsabeUt, 
reigning  queen  of  Portugal,  hy  her 
paternal  uncle  Doa  Pedro,  (brothet 
of  her  father  king  Joseph.)  He 
married,  January  9,  1790,  Cba^ 
lotte  Joaquima,  dau|^ter  of  Charlei 
the  Fourth,  king  of  Spain,  aad 
sister  to  Ferdinand  the  SevenAi 
the  present  king  of  .thai  com* 
try ;  by  whom  he  had  iaoe  :^ 
1.  Maria  Theresa,  bcnni  April  29, 
1793,  widow  of  the  InfiuU  Doi 
Pedro-Carlos  of  Spain ;  2.  A  aoi, 
styled  Prince  of  Beiim,  bom  in 
1795;  3.  IsabeUa-MariA,  born  May 
19,  1797,  married  September  29. 
1816,  to  her  maternal  tmcle  ttrit 
nand,  the  preaeni  Idng  of  Spaia; 
4.  Pedro  d' Alcantara,  bom  Odo- 
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ber  12,  1798,  proclaimed  in  1822 
constitutioiial  emperor  of  Brazil ; 

5.  Maria-Francescina,  born  April 
22,  1800,  married  September  29, 
1816,  to  her  cousin  Don  Carlos 
Isidor,  the  present  In&nt  of  Spain ; 

6.  Isabella-Maria,  born  July  4, 
1801 ;  7.  Michael,  born  October 
26,  1802;  8.  A  princess,  bom 
February  23,  1803 ;  9.  Maria- 
Anne,  bom  July  25,  1805. 

From  1792  lus  majesty  governed 
in  the  character  of  regent,  in  the 
name  of  the  queen  his  mother,  who 
was  affected  with  mental  aliena- 
tion. He  succeeded  her,  March 
20,  1816,  and  was  crowned  at  Rio 
Janeiro,  to  which  place  he  had  re- 
tired on  the  invasion  of  Portugal  by 
Bonaparte,  who,  in  the  hope  of 
seizing  his  person,  lost  no  time  in 
proclaiming  that  the  house  of  Bra- 
ganza  had  ceased  to  reign. 


John  Adakis. 

At  Quincy,  in  the  91st  year  of 
his  age,  John  Adams,  late  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica. 

Among  the  remarkable  events  of 
the  year,  of  which  we  have  under- 
taken to  relate  the  history,  the 
death  of  John  Adams  and  Thomas 
Jefferson,  on  the  fourth  of  July,  is 
the  most  important.  Indeed,  the 
yfhole  range  of  history  may  be  ap- 
pealed to,  in  vain,  to  produce  an 
event  of  equal  singularity  and  in- 
terest. The  death  of  either  of 
them,  on  the  fourth  of  July,  would 
have  attracted  the  public  notice,  as 
a  very  affecting  coincidence:  tlie 
departure  of  both,  on  the  same  day, 
and  that  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
independence,  comes  over  the 
mind,  with  a  sensible  impression 
of  something  beyond  the  ordinary 


succession  of  events.  We  cannot 
resist  the  feeling,  that  the  good  pro- 
vidence, whose  interpositions,  at 
the  great  eras  of  our  history,  have 
ever  been  devoutly  acknowledged, 
was  pleased,  at  the  close  of  the  ju- 
bilee of  our  national  existence,  in 
the  simultaneous  departure  of  the 
two  great  men,  who  exercised  the 
leading  agency  in  asserting  it,  to 
stamp  the  day,  with  a  perpetual 
seal  of  sacredness. 

This  extraordinary  event,  and 
the  lives  and  characters  of  the  two 
great  and  venerated  statesmen, 
connected  with  it,  have  justly  been 
the  theme  of  celebration,  in  every 
part  of  our  country.  Its  talent  and 
its  feelings  have  been  lavishly  call- 
ed forth,  to  do  justice  to  the  exalted 
and  afibcting  subject.  Our  hum- 
ble duty,  as  chroniclers  of  the  time, 
calls  upon  us,  also,  for  an  appro- 
priate notice  of  two  such  eminent 
personages,  removed  under  such 
extraordinary  circumstances,  at  the 
close  of  the  past  year. 

The  elder  of  them,  John  Adams, 
was  bom  in  the  state  of  Massachu- 
setts, in  that  part  of  the  town  of 
Braintree,  which  has  since  been 
erected  into  the  separate  township 
of  Quincy,  October  1 9th,  (30th,) 
1736.  He  was  of  one  of  the  old- 
est families .  of  America,  (if  any 
fiunily  can  be  called  old,  in  a  young 
country,) — a  family  of  &rmers,  me- 
chanics, and  yeomen.  His  ances- 
tor, Henry  Adams,  emigrated  from 
Devonshire,  in  England,  in  1632, 
with  eight  sons,  all  of  whom  were 
married.  From  one  of  these  sons, 
John  Adams  was  lineally  descend- 
ed. Samuel  Adams,  the  pro- 
scribed patriot,  was  descended  firom 
another  of  the  sons,  and  was,  con- 
sequently, a  remote  kinsman  of  the 
deceased  president. 
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The  father  of  John  Adams, 
agreeably  to  a  custom  not  yet  ex- 
tinct in  New  England,  but  almost 
universal  a  century  ago,  united 
the  pursuit  of  a  farmer  with  that 
of  one  of  the  mechanic  trades. 
When  his  son  John  had  attained 
the  proper  time  of  Hfe,  his  &ther 
proposed  to  him,  either  to  follow 
his  own  trade,  and  receive,  when 
he  should  be  of  age,  an  esta- 
blishment on  a  portion  of  the 
family  farm  ;  or  in  lieu  of  the 
latter,  to  receive  a  college  educa- 
tion, and  trust  to  liis  own  resofOrces 
for  a  support  in  life.  His  son 
chose  the  latter  part  of  the  alter- 
native, and  after  the  usual  prepara- 
tory studies,  under  the  care  of  Mr. 
Marsh,  of  Braintree,  he  entered 
Harvard  college,  as  a  student,  in 
the  year  1751.  At  the  time  of  his 
decease,  he  was  the  second  oldest 
graduate  of  that  institution.*  The 
students  at  college,  at  this  period, 
were  arranged  in  their  several 
classes,  not  alphabetically,  but  ac- 
cording to  the  supposed  rank  or 
dignity  of  their  parents.  John 
Adams'  name  stands  in  the  middle 
of  his  class. 

After  leaving  college,  John  Ad- 
ams repaired  to  Worcester,  where 
he  found  employment  in  that  occu- 
pation, which  has  been  pursued  in 
the  interval  between  college  and 
professional  life,  by  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  educated  men  in 
New  England.  He  taught  the 
grammar  school  of  the  town  of 
Worcester,  pursuing,  at  the  same 
time,  the  study  of  the  law,  under  the 
direction  of  colonel  James  Putnam, 
a  lawyer  of  eminence  in  that  place. 

On  his  first  arrival  at  Worcester, 


an  inexperienced  youth,  fresh  froui 
college,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  a 
friend,  which  shows  a  comprehen- 
sion of  views,  and  a  forecast,  which 
would  have  been  deemed  extraor- 
dinary from  any  one,  and  which 
are  truly  wonderful  in  a  young  man, 
not  yet  quite  twenty  years  of  age. 
We  cannot  do  justice  to  the  sub- 
ject, without  making  an  extract 
fi'om  this  letter. 

^^  Soon  after  the  reformation^  a 
few  people  came  over  to  this  new 
world,  for  conscience  sake.  Per- 
haps this  apparently  trivial  incident 
may  transfer  the  great  seat  of  em- 
pire to  America.  It  looks  likely  to 
me  ;  for  if  we  can  remove  the  tur- 
bulent Gallicks,  [the  French  in 
Canada]  our  people,  according  to 
the  exactest  computation,  will,  in 
another  century,  become  more  nu- 
merous than  England  itself.  Should 
this  be  the  case,  since  we  have,  I 
may  say,  all  the  naval  stores  of  the 
nation  in  our  hands,  it  will  be  easy 
to  obtain  a  mastery  of  the  seas  ; 
and  then  the  united  force  of  all 
Europe  will  not  be  able  to  subdue 
us.  The  only  way  to  keep  us  from 
setting  up  for  ourselves  is  to  disu- 
nite us. 

^^  Be  not  surprised  that  I  am 
turned  politician.  The  whole  town 
is  immersed  in  politics.  The  in- 
terests of  nations,  and  all  the  dka 
of  war,  make  the  subject  of  every 
conversation.  I  sit  bM  hear,  and 
after  having  been  led  through  a 
maze  of  sage  observations,  I  some- 
times retire,  and  laying  things  to> 
gether,  form  some  reflectioDS, 
pleasing  to  myself.  The  produce 
of  one  of  these  reveries  you  have 
read  above."T 


*  He  is  preceded  on  (he  college  catalqgQe,  by  the  venerable  Dr.  Hclyoke,  of  Sa- 
lem, now  99  years  old,  who  took  his  degree  in  1745. 
t  This  letter  is  dated  October  12, 1756. 
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Afler  having  pursued  the  study  of 
the  law  for  three  years,  Mr.  Adams 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1758. 
At  this  time,  he  removed  to  his  na- 
tive town  of  Braintree.  His  first 
considerable  professional  effort  was 
made  in  a  criminal  cause,  at  the 
Plymouth  court.  His  reputation 
rapidly  increased.  By  his  master, 
colonel  Putnam,  he  was  introduced 
to  the  friendship  of  the  celebrated 
Jeremy  Gridley,  then  attorney  ge- 
neral of  the  province.  At  the  first 
interview,  they  became  friends. 
Gridley  at  once  proposed  Mr. 
Adams  for  admission  to  the  bar  of 
Sufiblk,  and  formed  a  strong  at- 
tachment to  him.  It  is  related, 
that  soon  afler  his  admission  to  the 
Suffolk  bar,  Mr.  Gridley  led  his 
young  friend  into  a  private  cham- 
ber, with  an  air  of  secrecy,  and 
pointing  to  a  book  case,  said,  ^^  sir, 
there  is  the  secret  of  my  eminence, 
of  which  you  may  avail  yourself, 
if  you  please."  It  was  a  pretty 
good  collection  of  works  in  the 
civil  law. 

While   still  living  at   Quincey, 


and  at  the  age  of  twenty-four,  Mr. 
Adams  was  present  at  Boston,  on 
the  argument  before  the  supreme 
court,  respecting  writs  of  assUt" 
ance^  and  heard  the  celebrated  and 
patriotic  speech  of  James  Otis,  on 
that  subject.  The  efiect  of  that 
appeal  was  not  less  indelible  on  the 
mind  of  Mr.  Adams,  than  it*  was 
powerful  and  general,  at  the  tim^, 
in  the  community.  In  the  letters 
published  toward  the  close  of  his 
life,  afler  a  most  interesting  ac- 
count of  this  cause,  and  of  the  ar- 
gument of  Otis,  Mr.  Adams  adds, 
^^I  do  say,  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  that  Mr.  Otis'  oration 
against  writs  of  assistance,  breathed 
into  this  nation  the  breath  of  life." 
In  the  year  1765,  Mr.  Adams 
published  in  the  newspapers,  his 
essay  on  the  canon  and  feudal  law. 
Being  printed  without  his  name^  it 
was  ascribed  to  Jeremy  Gridley, 
whose  reputation  as  a  statesman 
and  political  writer,  was,  at  this 
period,  above  that  of  any  other 
man  in  the  province.*  The  object 
of  this  work  is  to  show,  that  our 


*  The  follpwing^  notice  of  this  work  is  contained  in  a  note  in  Mr.  Everett^s  '^  ad- 
dress, in  commemoration  of  Adams  and  Jefferson.'^ 

*^  The  copy  I  possess  of  this  work,  was  printed  by  Almon  in  1768,  as  a  sequel  to 
some  other  political  pieces,  with  the  following^  title  and  preliminary  note :  ^  The  fol- 
lowing dissertation,  which  was  written  at  Boston,  in  New  Eng;land,  in  the  year  1765, 
and  then  printed  there  in  the  Gazette,  being;  very  carious,  and  having;  connection  with 
this  publication,  it  is  thought  proper  to  reprint  it." 

^*  The  author  of  it  is  sud  to  have  been  Jeremy  Gridley,  Esq.  attorney-general  of 
the  province  of  Massachusetts  bay,  member  of  the  genend  court,  colonel  of  the  fint 
reg;iment  of  militia,  president  of  the  marine  society,  and  grand  master  of  the  ^ee 
masons.     He  died  at  Boston,  September  7,  1767. 

^  A  Diueriaiitm  on  the  Canon  and  Feudal  Law^ 

This  copy  formerly  belonged  to  Dr.  Andrew  Eliot,  to  whom  it  was  presented  by 
Thomas  HoUis.  Directly  above  the  title  is  written,  apparenUy  in  Dr.  Andrew  Eliot^ 
hand- writing,  ^*  The  author  of  this  dissertation  is  John  Adams,  Esq."  And  at  the  foot  of 
the  page  is  the  following  note,  in  the  same  hand- writing,  but  marked  with  inverted 
commas,  as  a  quotation,  and  signed  T.  H. 

**  The  Dissertation  on  the  Canon  and  Feudal  Law  is  one  of  the  very  finest  pro- 
ductions ever  seen  from  N.  America.** 

*-^  By  a  letter  from  Boston,  in  New  England,  signed  SUl  JURIS,  inserted  in  that 
valuable  newspaper,  the  London  Chronicle,  July  19,  U  should  seem  the  wrUer  of  i( 
happily  ytt  livet  /"        T.  H. 

This  was  said  fifty-eight  years  ago ! 
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New  England  ancestors,  in  con-  men  was  however  undertaken  by 

senting  to  exile  themselves  from  John  Adams,  and  his  (Hend  Josiah 

their  native  land,  were  actuated  Quincy  also,  one  of  the  most  ar- 

mainly  by  the  desire  of  delivering  dent  of  ^^  the  sons  of  hberty."  Their 

themselves  from  the  power  of  the  course  on  this  occasion,  and  the 

hierarchy,  and  from  the  monarchi-  verdict  of  acquittal,  by  a  Boston 

cal  and  aristocratical  political  sys-  jury,  ponstitute  one  of  die  most  ho- 

tems  of  the  other  continent ;  and  norable  passages,  in  the  history  of 

to  make  this  truth  bear  with  effect  our  revolution, 
on  the  politics  of  the  times.     Its        As  a  member  of  the  general 

tone  is  uncommonly  bold  and  ani-  court,  Mr.  Adams  took  an  active 

mated,  and  its  reception  was  high-  lead  on  the  popular  side.     He  was 

ly  flattering,  both  in  America  and  upon  the  committee,  who  reported 

Europe.  the  address  to  the  governor,  and 

The  reputation  of  Mr.  Adams  the  protest  against  the  removal  of 
was  now  established  as  a  lawyer,  a  the  general  court  to  Cambridge, 
politician,  and  especially  as  a  pa-  When  the  house  finally  consented 
triot,  or  a  ^^  son  of  liberty"  in  the  to  proceed  in  its  business,  notwith- 
language  of  the  times.  With  a  standing  the  refusal  of  the  governor 
view  to  silence  him,  governor  Bar-  to  restore  them  to  Boston,  he  was 
nard  offered  him  in  1768,  the  office  one  of  the  minority,  who  voted 
of  advocate  general,  in  the  court  of  against  proceeding.  He  was  chair- 
admiralty  ;  an  office  lucrative  at  man  of  the  committee,  who  drew 
the  time,  and  the  sure  road  to  the  up  the  answer  to  the  governor's 
highest  promotion  in  the  colonies,  message,  relative  to  the  enacting 
But  he  promptly  declined  the  offer,  style  of  the  laws  ;  in  which,  he 
Two  years  after  thus  declining  the  contended  that  by  omitting  the 
fiivors  of  the  government,  he  re-  words  ^^  in  general  court  assem- 
ceived  from  the  people  of  Boston,  bled,"  it  was  intended  to  reduce 
his  first  political  distinction ;  being  the  province  to  the  footing  of  a 
elected  one  of  their  representatives  corporation  in  England  ;  and  open 
of  the  town,  in  that  year.  He  was  the  way  for  destroying  the  character 
from  this  time  forward,  acknow-  of  the  government.  These,  how- 
ledged  as  one  of  the  most  promi-  ever,  are  but  a  few  of  the  commit- 
nent  of  the  popular  leaders.  tees  raised  upon  political  questions, 

His  standing  in  this  respect  enti-  of  which  he  was  a  member, 
ties  him  to  the  greater  credit,  for        Having,  in  1773,  rendered  him- 

the  part,  which  he  took,  the  same  self  particularly  obnoxious,  as  the 

year,  as  counsel  for  captain  Preston  author  of  a  series  of  enays  against 

and  the  soldiers,  on  their  trial  for  the  payment  of  the  judges  by  the 

murder,  in  consequence    of    the  crown,    Mr.   Adams    was,    when 

transaction  of  the  6th  of  March,  elected  counsellor  that  year,  nega- 

1770.      The  popular  excitement  tived,  with  two  others,  by  governor 

against  thedefendants  was  extreme.  Hutchinson;  and  the  same  mark 

A  word  from  those,  who  influenced  of  displeasure   was  repealed   tiie 

the  counsels  of  the  patriots,  would  next  year,  by  governor  Gage,  to- 

have  been  suflicient,  to  set  the  town  ward  him  and  eleven  othera  of  the 

and  the  province  in  a  flame.    The  counsellors,  chosen  by  the  aasem- 

defence  of  captain  Preston  and  his  bly.    The  enaya  alhided  to,  ap- 
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peared  in  the  Boston  Gazette,  sign- 
ed by  the  author's  name. 

The  time  had  now  approached, 
when  a  more  extensive  union  of 
counsels  was  required.  A  general 
congress  of  delegates,  from  all  the 
colonies,  having  been  proposed  and 
agreed  to  ;  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, on  the  17th  June,  1774,* 
elected  James  Bowdoin,  Thomas 
Gushing,  Samuel  Adams,  John 
Adams,  and  Robert  Treat  Paine, 
as  delegates  from  Massachusetts. 
This  appointment  was  made  at 
Salem,  where  the  general  court  had 
been  convened ;  in  consequence  of 
the  Boston  port  bill.  While  the 
house  was  engaged  in  this  important 
business,  the  governor  having  been 
informed  of  what  was  passing,  sent 
his  secretary,  with  a  message,  dis- 
solving the  court.  The  secretary's 
approach  was  anticipated,  and  the 
door  locked  upon  him.  Unable  to 
enter,  he  ordered  the  messenger  to 
go  and  inform  the  speaker,  that 
the  secretary  was  at  the  door, 
with  a  message  from  the  governor. 
The  messenger  returned  and  in- 
formed the  secretary,  that  the  or- 
ders of  the  house  were,  that  the 
doors  should  be  kept  fast ;  where- 
upon the  secretary  read  upon  the 
stairs,  a  proclamation  dissolving 
the  general  court.  The  general 
court  adjourned  itself,  as  a  provin- 
cial congress  to  meet  at  Concord ; 
and  thus  terminated  forever,  the 
actual  exercise  of  the  political 
power  of  England  in  and  over 
Massachusetts.  Of  the  five  gen- 
tlemen named  above,  the  four  last 
accepted  their  appointments  and 
took  their  seats  in  congress,  the 
first  day  of  its  meeting,  September 
5,  1774,  at  Philadelphia. 

After  the  appointment  of  Mr. 


Adams,  as  a  delegate  to  the  conti- 
nental congress,  and  before  his  de- 
parture for  Philadelphia,  he  met 
the  friend  of  his  youth  and  fellow 
student,  Jonathan  Sewall,  attorney 
general  of  the  province;  at  the 
session  of  the  court,  which  they 
were  both  attending  at  Falmouth^ 
In  a  long  and  confidential  inter- 
view, Sewall  made  a  last  powerful . 
attempt  to  shake  the  resolution  of 
his  fiiend,  and  deter  him  firom  go- 
ing to  the  congress.  He  pictured 
to  him  the  power  of  the  parent 
state :  ^^  that  Great  Britain  was  de- 
termined on  her  system ;  her  power 
was  irresistible ;  and  would  be  de-  « 
structive  to  him,  and  all  those  who 
should  persevere  in  opposition  to  , 
her  designs."  To  these  sugges- 
tions, Mr.  Adams  replied :  ^^  I 
know  Great  Britain  has  determined 
on  her  system,  and  that  very  fact 
determines  me  on  mine ;  that  he 
knew  I  had  been  constant  and  uni- 
form in  opposition  to  her  measures ; 
that  the  die  was  now  cast ;  I  had 
passed  the  Rubicon — swim  or  sink, 
live  or  die,  survive  or  perish  with 
my  country,  was  my  unalterable 
determination."  This  was  the  last 
meeting  of  the  two  friends.  The 
conversation  was  terminated  by 
Mr.  Adams  saying  to  his  firiend : 
^^  I  see  we  must  part ;  and  with  a 
bleeding  heart,  I  say,  I  fear  forever. 
But  you  may  depend  upon  it,  this 
adieu  is  the  sharpest  thorn  on  which 
I  ever  set  my  foot"  * 

It  was  with  these  principles  and 
feelings,  that  Mr.  Adams  repaired 
to  the  congiess  in  Philadelphia,  in 
September,  1 774.  He  was  placed  on 
several  of  the  most  important  com- 
mittees, particularly,  on  that  which 
stated  the  rights  of  the  colonies, 
and  prepared  the  address  to  the 


On  the  same  day,  next  year,  the  battle  of  Bunker  biU  was  ibught. 
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king.  On  his  return  to  Massachu- 
setts^ in  November  of  the  same 
year,  he  found  his  friend  Sewall  en- 
gaged in  supporting  the  govern- 
ment cause,  in  an  ably  written  se- 
ries of  essays,  under  the  signature 
of  Maaaackusettensis,  To  these, 
Mr.  Adams  immediately  commen- 
ced a  reply,  in  twelve  able  papers, 
under  the  name  of  Nacanglus; 
which  abundantly  served  to  coun- 
teract whatever  influence  the  pa- 
pers of  Sewall  might  have  had  up- 
on the  public  mind.  Mr.  Adams' 
papers  were  brought,  we  can  hard- 
ly say  to  a  premature,  but  to  an  ab- 
rupt close,  by  the  battle  of  Lexing- 
ton. Both  series  of  papers  were 
a  few  years  ago  collected  and  re- 
published in  a  volume. 

In  1 775,  the  province  of  Massa- 
chusetts bay,  by  advice  of  the  con- 
tinental congress,  organized  an 
independent  government.  In  the 
month  of  July,  a  council  was  cho- 
sen, to  which  were  entrusted  the 
executive  functions  in  place  of  the 
governor  and  council.  Under  the 
provincial  charter  of  this  council, 
Mr.  Adams  was  elected  a  member, 
and  acted  as  such  during  the  recess 
of  congress. 

Early  this  year,  a  commander  in 
chief  was  to  be  chosen  by  the 
continental  congress,  to  lead  the 
armies  raised,  and  to  be  raised,  by 
the  United  States.  General  Ward, 
of  Massachusetts,  then  commanded 
in  chief,  the  forces  of  that  state  ; 
and  some  obvious  considerations 
recommended  him,  for  the  place 
now  to  be  filled.  The  New  Eng- 
land delegations  were  united,  in 
his  favor.  In  a  conference  with 
them,  Mr.  Adams  opposed  their 
views,  and  recommended  the  elec- 
tion of  colonel  Washington.  Un- 
able to  reconcile  them  to  this  se- 
lection, he  left  them,  expressing  a 


fixed  opinion  in  favor  of  Washing- 
ton ;  whose  nomination  was  made 
the  next  day,  at  Mr.  Adams'  in- 
stance, by  governor  Johnson,  of 
Maryland.  The  choice  was  una- 
nimous. 

The  following  year,  1776,  was 
signalized  by  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant incidents  in  Mr.  Adams' 
life  ;  his  prominent  course,  in  sup- 
port of  the  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence. Preparatory  to  the  in- 
troduction of  that  important  mea- 
sure, a  committee,  at  the  head  of 
which  was  Mr.  Adams,  had  re- 
ported a  resolution,  which  con- 
gress adopted  on  the  10th  of  May; 
recommending,  in  substance,  to  all 
the  colonies,  that  had  not  esta- 
blished independent  governments, 
to  adapt  atick  gopemmerU  aa  wokU, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  repreaeniaimti 
of  the  people^  best  conduce  to  ike 
happiness  and  safety  of  their  con- 
stituents in  particular^  and  America 
in  general. 

This  preliminary  declaratioo,  as 
it  may  be  called,  of  the  independ- 
ence of  the  several  states,  was  fol- 
lowed by  tlie  motion  for  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  of 
America ;  which  was  made  on  the 
7th  of  June,  by  Richard  Henry 
Lee,  of  Virginia. 

Having  been  discussed  on  Satur- 
day the  8th,  and  Monday  the  lOdi 
of  June,  the  resolution  for  inde- 
pendence was,  on  the  last  named 
day,  postponed  for  farther  consider- 
ation, on  the  1st  day  of  July.  At 
the  same  time,  and  to  prevent  de- 
lay, in  the  event  of  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution,  a  committee  was 
chosen,  by  ballot,  to  prepare  a  de- 
claration of  independence.  This 
committee  conaurted  of  Thomas 
Jefferson,  John  Adams,  Benjamin 
Franklin,  Roger  Sherman,  and  Ro- 
bert R.  LivingBton.   The  members 
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of  this  committee  are  supposed  to 
have  been  arranged  in  the  foregoing 
order,  according  to  the  number  of 
votes,  which  each  received.  Mr. 
Jefferson  had  therefore  received  the 
highest  number,  and  Mr.  Adams 
the  next  highest  number  of  votes  ; 
and  the  difference  between  them  is 
said  to  have  been  but  a  single  vote. 

Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Adams, 
standing  thus  at  the  head  of  the 
committee,  were  requested,  by  the 
other  members  of  it,  to  act  as  a  sub- 
committee, and  to  prepare  the 
draft.  A  friendly  altercation  took 
place  between  Mr.  Jefferson  and 
Mr.  Adams,  by  which  of  them  the 
declaration  should  be  drawn,  each 
urging  the  honorable  task  on  the 
other.  Mr.  Jefferson  drew  up  the 
paper ;  which  after  some  small  al- 
terations by  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr. 
Adams,  was  reported  to  congress. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  the  consi- 
deration of  the  resolutions  was  re- 
sumed. Instructions  had  now  ar- 
rived, from  all  the  colonies,  which 
were  in  some  instances  discretiona- 
ry. Many  of  the  ablest  members 
of  congress  were  adverse  to  it. 
John  Dickinson,  the  celebrated  au- 
thor of  the  Farmer's  Letters,opposed 
it  in  an  elaborate  speech.  Mr.  Ad- 
ams led  the  debate,  in  support  of  the 
declaration.  ^^  He  was,''  says  Mr. 
Jefterson,  **our  colossus  on  the 
floor.  Not  graceful,  not  elegant, 
not  always  fluent  in  his  public  ad- 
dresses, he  came  out  with  a  power 
both  of  thought  and  expression, 
which  moved  us  from  our  seats." 
The  congress  sat  with  closed  doors, 
and  no  report  has  come  down  to  us 
of  any  of  the  speeches,  which  were 
made  in  this  debate ;  but  the 
tradition  is  still  fresh  of  the  over- 
whelming power  of  the  speech  of 
Mr.  Adams.  The  vote  passed  on 
the  2d  of  Julv  :  and  a  letter  df  Mr. 


Adams  to  his  wife,  written  tlie  suc- 
ceeding day,  is  too  full  of  the  spirit 
of  prophecy  and  of  the  feelings  of 
the  revolution  to  be  omitted  in  this 
place: 

^^  Yesterday  the  greatest  question 
was  decided,  that  was  ever  decided, 
among  men.  A  resolution  was 
passed  unanimously,  ^that  these 
United  States  are,  and  of  right 
ought  to  be,  free  and  independent 
states.' 

''  The  day  has  passed.  The  2d 
of  July,  1776,  will  be  a  memorable 
epoch  in  the  history  of  America.  I 
am  apt  to  believe,  it  will  be  cele- 
brated by  succeeding  generations 
as  the  great  anniversary  festival  It 
ought  to  be  commemorated  as  the 
day  of  deliverance,  by  solemn  acts 
of  devotion  to  Almighty  God.  It 
ought  to  be  solemnized  with  pomps, 
shows,  games,  sports,  guns,  bells, 
bonfires,  and  illuminations,  from 
one  end  of  the  continent  to  the 
other,  from  this  time  forever !  You 
will  think  me  transported  with  en- 
thusiasm, but  I  am  not.  I  am  well 
aware  of  the  toil,blood,and  treasure 
it  will  cost  to  maintain  this  decla- 
ration, and  support  and  defend 
these  states  ;  yet,  through  all  tho 
gloom,  I  can  see  a  ray  of  light  and 
glory.  I  can  see  that  the  end  is 
worth  more  than  all  the  means ; 
and  that  posterity  will  triumph,  al- 
though you  and  I  may  rue — which 
I  hope  we  shall  not." 

In  this  letter  may  be  seen  the 
ardent  and  zealous  supporter  of  in- 
dependence, exulting  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  his  earliest  wishes. 

The  vision  of  his  youth  was  re- 
alised. The  object  of  all  his' wri- 
tings and  labors  wb^  accomplished. 
He  had  lived  to  see  his  countrymen 
adopt  as  a  national  measure,  that 
entire  separation  from  the  mother 
country,  which  seemed  to  have  al- 
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ways  been  the  ruling  passion  of  his 
heart.  Mr.  Adams  early  saw,  that 
the  principles  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, were  incompatible  with 
American  freedom ;  and  with  the 
sagacity  of  a  statesman,  and  the 
firmness  of  a  patriot,  he  resolved 
on  the  independence  of  his  country. 
To  this  object  he  had  devoted  him- 
self; and  though  proscribed  by 
Great  Britain,  and  denounced  at 
the  beginning  of  the  revolution 
by  many  of  his  own  country- 
men, in  some  of  the  otiier  colonies, 
as  a  dangerous  enthusiast,  he  now 
saw  the  continental  congress  adopt 
unanimously,  what  has  been  happi- 
ly characterised  as  the  sentiment  of 
his  life  and  his  death,  ^^  Independ- 
ence now,  and  I]sdependbnce  for- 
iri'EB." 

In  the  course  of  the  year  1776, 
Mr.  Adams  was  elected  by  the 
council  of  Massachusetts,  to  the 
place  of  chief  justice  of  that  state. 
Preferring  however  the  post  of  dan- 
ger, he  declined  accepting  the  ap- 
pointment. He  continued  a  mem- 
ber of  the  congress,  most  assiduous 
and  laborious  in  his  attendance, 
until  November  1777.  He  was  on 
ninety  committees,  twice  as  many 
as  any  other  member,  witli  the  ex- 
ception of  Richard  Henry  Lee,  and 
Samuel  Adams.  Of  twenty-five  of 
these  committees,  he  was  chair- 
man. He  was  also  chairman  of 
the  board  of  war,  and  of  the  com- 
mittee of  appeals ;  two  of  the 
most  important  tribmials,  in  the 
then  existing  organization  of  the 
government. 

In  November  1777,  Mr.  Adams 
was  appointed  a  commissioner  to 
the  court  of  Vcr^lles,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Frankun  and  Lee,  and  in 
place  of  Silas  Deane.  He  proceed- 
ed, on  that  service,  in  February  fol- 
lowing, embarking  on  bosird  the 


Boston  fi-igate,  from  the  shores  of 
his  native  town,  at  the  foot  of  mount 
Wollaston.  On  the  passage  out,  a 
large  English  vessel  of  war  was  de- 
scried by  commodore  Tucker,  who 
commanded  the  Boston ;  and  the 
commodore  asked  and  received 
Mr.  Adams*  consent  to  engage  her. 
On  hailing  the  English  vessel,  she 
answered  with  a  broad  side.  At 
this  moment  Mr.  Adams,  who  had 
been  advised  by  the  commodore  to 
retire  below,  was  perceived  forward 
among  the  marines,  with  a  mus- 
ket in  his  hand,  which  he  had  pro- 
cured from  their  captain. 

Afler  passing  about  a  year  and 
a  balf  at  the  court  of  France,  he 
was  superseded  by  a  plenipotentia- 
ry commission  to  Franklin.  This 
course  was  adopted  by  the  con- 
gress, because  ^^  suspicions  and  ani- 
mosities existed  among  the  com- 
missioners, highly  prejudicial  to  the 
honor  and  interest  of  the  country.*' 
This  vote  of  censure  was  passed  in 
April  1779.  It  was  reported  in 
general  terms,  so  as  to  include  all 
the  commissioners.  It  was  amend- 
ed so  as  to  designate  five  of  them  by 
name,  and  to  except  John  Adams. 

Mr.  Adams,  however,  returned 
to  his  native  country,  and  was  sent 
by  his  fellow  citizens  of  Braintrce, 
to  the  convention  for  framing  the 
constitution  of  Massachusetts.  John 
Adams  and  Samuel  Adams^  as  t 
sub-committee  for  that  purpose, 
drafted  the  present  constitutioa. 
The  constitution  was  drawn  up  by 
John  Adams  ;  and  the  address  to 
the  people,  which  accompanied  it, 
was  prepared  by  Samuel  Adams. 
This  constitution  of  Massachusetts 
was  one  of  the  first  of  the  neir 
constitutions  of  state  goTemment, 
and  served,  in  its  leading  feature?, 
as  a  model  for  many  of  the  state 
constitutions  subsequently  {oaodi, 
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and  for  the  constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Before  the  constitution  was  com- 
pleted, and  within  three  months 
after  his  return  from  France,  he  re- 
ceived from  congress,  4th  Novem- 
ber, 1 77 9,two  commissions ;  one  ap- 
pointing him  sole  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary to  treat  for  peace,  the  other 
to  form  a  commercial  treaty  with 
Great  Britain.  On  the  17ih  No- 
vember he  embarked  on  board  the 
French  frigate  Sensible.  After  a 
perilous  voyage,  he  was  obliged  to 
land  at  Corunna,  in  Spain,  and 
proceed  by  land  to  Paris. 

The  French  court  viewed  with 
jealousy,  Mr.  Adams^  commission 
to  form  a  treaty  of  commerce  with 
England,  and  the  count  de  Vergen- 
nes  advised  him  to  keep  it  secret, 
with  a  view,  no  doubt,  to  attempt 
to  prevail  on  congress  to  revoke  it 
Mr.  Adams  refused  to  communi- 
cate to  the  count  his  instructions  on 
that  subject.  An  altercation  took 
place  between  Mr.  Adams  and  the 
count,  on  a  claim  set  up  by  France, 
for  a  discrimination  in  favor  of 
French  holders  of  continental  pa- 
per, in  the  liquidation  of  that  pa- 
per at  forty  for  one.  The  count 
de  Vcrgennes  complained  to  con- 
gress, and  transmitted  copies  of 
Mr.  Adams'  letters,  and  instructed 
the  French  minister  in  the  United 
States  to  demand  his  recall.  Con- 
gress, however,  on  the  12th  De- 
cember, 1780,  passed  a  vote,  ap- 
proving his  conduct,  and  on  the  9th 
of  June,  1781,  refusqd  to  join  any 
person  with  him  in  the  negotiation. 
This  vote,  however,  was,  after  an 
interview  with  the  French  minister, 
reconsidered,  and  Dr.  Franklin, 
Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Laurens,  and  Mr. 
Jefierson  associated  with  him  in 
the  commission  to  treat  for  peace. 

While    these    movements    took 


place  at  home,  Mr.  Adams  went  tQ 
Amsterdam,  August,  1780,  and 
soon  received  a  commission  to  ne- 
gotiate a  loan  in  that  countr}'. 
Notwithstanding  the  open  violence 
of  the  British  minister.  Sir  Joseph 
Yorke,  and  the  secret  intrigues  of 
the  French  government,  Mr.  Ad- 
ams succeeded  in  the  objects  of  his 
mission  in  Holland.  He  engaged 
the  co-operation  of  M.  Cerisier,  a 
historical  writer  of  merit,  and  of 
M.  Luzac,  a  scholar  of  great  note, 
both  editors  of  widely-  circulated 
political  journals.  He  published 
himself  a  series  of  twenty-eight  let- 
ters, addressed  to  Mr.  Kalkocns, 
an  eminent  jurist  at  Amsterdam, 
which  were  followed  up  by  a  series 
of  essays,  by  Mr.  Kalkoens  him- 
self. These  writings  had  a  great 
effect  on  the  policy  of  Holland. 
The  states  general  joined  the  arm- 
ed neutratity  27tli  November,  1780. 
In  the  following  month,  England 
declared  war  against  them. 

In  February,  1781,  Mr.  Adams 
received  commissions  to  form  a 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with 
the  states  general ;  and  to  accede 
to  the  armed  neutrality.  These  he 
communicated,  October  1 9th,  to  the 
states  general,  accompanied  with  a 
memorial  dated  April  19tli,  1781, 
against  the  wishes  of  the  French 
minister.  The  popular  feeling  in 
favor  of  America  was  increased  by 
tliis  powerful  appeal.  On  the  9th 
January,  1782,  he  presented  an- 
other address,  and  demanded  a 
categorical  answer.  The  several 
province^  took  it  into  considera- 
tion, and  by  a  resolution  of  1 9th 
April,  1782,  it  was  decided,  that 
he  should  be  publicly  received  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  On  the 
8th  October,  1782,  he  concluded 
a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
with  the  states^  and,  during  his  re- 
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sidence  in  Holland,  negotiated  ae- 
veral  very  important  loans. 

Mr.  Adams  refused  to  go  to  Pa- 
ris, to  join  in  the  neffotiations  for 
peace,  till  the  British  ininister  was 
instructed  to  acknowledge  the  in- 
dependence of  the  United  States. 
In  the  conduct  of  the  negotiation, 
our  ministers  had  to  encounter  the 
artifices  of  the  French  court,  and, 
finally,  to  conclude  the  treaty 
against  the  letter  of  their  own  in- 
structions, but  to  the  infinite  ho- 
nor and  advantage  of  their  coun- 
try. In  concluding  this  treaty,  Mr. 
Adams  and  Mr.  Jay  took  upon 
themselves  the  responsibility  of 
acting  against  their  instructions, 
on  the  express  ground,  that  our 
ally,  France,  was  privately  endea- 
voring to  sacrifice  the  interests  of 
the  United  States  respecting  the 
fisheries,  and  our  western  bounda- 
ries, in  order  to  procure  better 
terms  for  herself  and  Spain.  By 
thus  taking  the  subject  into  their 
own  bands,  and  concluding  a  treaty 
with  Great  Britain,  without  con- 
sulting the  French  minister,  as 
they  were  directed,  they  secured 
two  important  interests,  and  ac- 
quired the  highest  honor  for  firm- 
ness and  sagacity. 

On  the  7th  May,  1784,  a  com- 
mission was  directed  to  issue  to 
Mr.  Adams,  Dr.  Franklin,  and  Mr. 
Jefferson,  to  negotiate  treaties  of 
commerce  with  foreign  powers. 
The  instructions  for  this  commis- 
sion were  drawn  up  by  a  conmiit- 
tee,  of  which  Mr.  Jefierson  was 
chairman,  and  the  treaty  with 
Prussia  was  its  fiuit.  In  this  trea- 
ty, an  article  was,  for  the  first  time, 
introduced,  by  wliich  privateering, 
and  the  war  on  private  property, 
waa  renounced  between  the  two 
countries. 

In   1785  Mr.  Adams  was  ap- 


pointed minister  to  London,  and 
thus  had  the  honor  of  first  repre- 
senting the  sovereignty  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  at  the  court  of  their  late 
monarch.  His  interview  with  the 
king,  at  his  presentation,  does  ho- 
nor to  both.  Mr.  Adams  was  un- 
derstood to  have  felt  disgust  at  the 
policy  disclosed  by  France,  during 
the  negotiation  of  the  treaty  of 
peace.  The  king,  on  receiving  his 
credentials,  forgetting  that  he  ad- 
dressed the  representative  of  a 
sovereign  state,  expressed  to  Mr. 
Adams  his  satisfaction  at  receiving 
a  minister,  who  had  no  prejudices 
in  favor  of  France,  the  natural  ene- 
my of  his  crown.  Mr.  Adams, 
with  admirable  presence  of  mind, 
replied,  ^^  may  it  please  your  majes- 
ty, I  have  no  prejudices  but  Sat  my 
own  countrymen.'^  On  occasioo 
of  this  interview,  the  observatioa 
was  made  by  George  the  third, 
which  cannot  be  too  often  repeated 
for  his  credit  He  told  Mr.  Adams, 
that  ^^  he  had  been  the  laal  to  de- 
sire the  independence  of  America, 
but  would  be  the  first  to  respect  it'* 
While  residing  at  London,  in  the 
year  1787,  he  published  his  ^de- 
fence of  the  American  constitii- 
tion  ;'*  a  work  of  merit  and  greit 
ability,  though  composed  with  haste» 
on  the  spur  of  a  particular  occa- 
sion, in  Uie  midst  of  other  occupa- 
tions, and  under  circumBtancei 
which  prevented  its  receiTing  a 
careful  revision.  Its  immMi^** 
object  was  to  counteract  the  weight 
of  opinions,  advanced  by  aevml 
popular  European  writera,  partica- 
larly  Turgot,  the  Al>b€  de  Mi^, 
and  Dr.  Price,  in  favor  of  a  aogie 
legislative  aasembly,  and  the  cob- 
aolidation  into  one  tribunal  of  the 
powers  of  government.  The  distribe- 
tion  of  powera,  as  provided  for  by  tbs 
present  constitutioQ  of  the  Umted 
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States,  was  adopted,  under  a  strong 
influence,  on  the  minds  of  many  of 
the  members  of  the  convention,  of 
the  arguments  contained  in  this 
work  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Adams  had  early  adopted  the 
idea,  that  it  was  necessary,  in  order 
to  insure  the  stability  of  a  popular 
government,  to  separate  the  three 
great  powers  from  each  other.  He 
had  consequently  earnestly  enfor- 
ced the  importance  of  keeping  dis* 
tinct  the  executive,  legislative,  and 
judicial  departments,  and  in  order 
to  prevent  the  legislative  branch  of 
the  government  from  encroaching 
on  the  others,  he  proposed,  that  it 
should  be  divided  into  two  cham-- 
bers,  each  as  a  check  upon  the 
Other.  In  this  theory,  he  thought 
he  saw  all,  that  was  essential  to  the 
perfection  of  a  popular  govern- 
ment. In  the  constitution  of 
Massachusetts,  he  carried  these 
opinions  into  effi)ct ;  aiid  this  in- 
strument which,  as  we  have  already 
mentioned,  was  drafted  by  him,  was 
copied  in  its  fundamental  features, 
by  many  of  the  other  states. 

This  division  of  powers  was  a 
principle  to  which  Mr.  Adams  at- 
tached peculiar  importance,  and 
his  letters  to  Wythe  and  R.  H. 
Lee,  as  well  as  his  work  in  defence 
of  the  American  constitutions,  show 
the  unwearied  pains  he  took  to  im- 
press his  countrymen  with  the  same 
conviction. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1787, 
Mr.  Adams  solicited  permission  to 
return  after  February  of  the  next 
year,  when  the  term  of  ten  years 
from  his  first  sailing  in  the  foreign 
service  of  the  country,  should  have 
been  completed.  This  permission 
was  granted  to  him,  and  at  the  same 
time,  the  following  resolution  was 
passed: 

^*Re9ohed^  That  congress  en- 


tertain a  high  sense  of  the  services 
which  Mr.  Adams  has  rendered  to 
the  United  States,  in  the  execution 
of  the  various  important  trusts 
which  they  have  from  time  to  time 
committed  to  him ;  and  that  the 
thanks  of  congress  be  presented  to 
him  for  the  perseverance,  integrity 
and  diligence  with  which  be  has  ably 
and  fai&fuUy  served  his  country.*' 

Shortly  after  the  return  of  Mr* 
Adams  to  America,  the  newly 
adopted  constitution  was  to  go  into 
operation.  Two  persons  were  to 
be  voted  for,  in  tne  electoral  col* 
leges,  for  the  offices  of  president 
and  vice-president,  without  desig- 
nation by  the  electors,  whom  th^ 
respectively  preferred  for  each  o^ 
fice.  It  was  considered  very  de* 
sirable,  throughout  the  country, 
that  general  Washington  should  be 
the  first  prendent,  as  nothing  but 
his  influence  was  thought  adequate 
to  carry  the  constitution— adopted 
by  bare  majorities  in  most  of  the 
states — through  the  trial  of  its  first 
operations.  In  order  to  secure  ge* 
neral  Washington's  election,  a  large 
number  of  the  electors,  favoraUe 
to  the  elevation  of  Mr.  Adams  to 
the  second  office,  threw  away  one 
of  their  votes.  He  was  accord- 
ingly chosen  vice-president,  by  a 
number  of  votes,  which  though 
next,  was  considerably  inferior  to 
that  by  which  general  Washington 
wzs  raised  to  the  presidency. 

Mr.  Adams  sustained  the  office 
of  vice-president  with  great  dignity 
and  success.  Although  not  a  mem- 
ber of  the  executive  administration, 
he  lived  in  unbroken  harmony  with 
general  Washington,  and  was,  on  all 
important  occasions,  regularly  con- 
sulted by  him.  The  most  important 
duty  of  the  vice-president,  is  that  of 
presiding  over  the  deliberations  of 
the  senate.  In  this  untried  position, 
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mithout  precedent  to  guide  liim,  Jefferson  received  the  highest  nuiu- 
and  for  a  considerable  part  of  the  ber  of  votes  ;  and  became  seve- 
time,  called  to  decide  very  many  rally  president  and  vice  president 
of  the  most  important  questions,  of  the  United  States.  Whatever 
by  his  casting  vote  :  Mr.  Adams  feelings  had  mingled  with  the  con- 
was  so  fortunate,  at  the  close  of  troversy,  in  the  minds  of  a  consi- 
eight  years,  when  he  retired  from  derable  portion  of  the  community, 
the  chair  of  that  dignified  body,  as  it  produced  no  coolness  between 
to  be  able,  in  his  address,  to  say,  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Adams, 
that  *'*'  he  never  had  the  smallest  In  a  letter  to  governor  Langdon, 
misunderstanding  with  any  member  written  after  the  result  of  the  elec- 
of  the  senate."  tion  in  1797  was  known,  Mr.  Jef- 
In  1790,  Mr.  Adams  published  ferson  observes,  that  he  had  no 
his  discourses  on  Davila ;  of  which  feelings,  which  could  revolt  at  ta- 
the  object  was  to  counteract  the  king  a  station,  secondary  to  Mr. 
increasing  influence  of  the  doc-  Adams.  ^^  I  have  been  secondary 
trines  propagated  by  revolutionary  to  him,"  he  continues,  "  in  efer? 
France.  In  the  division  of  opi-  situation  in  which  we  ever  acted 
nions,  that  spread  through  Ame-  together,  in  public  life,  for  twenty 
rica,  on  tlie  subject  of  our  foreign  years  past.  A  contrary  position 
relations,  Mr.  Adams,  with  Wash-  would  have  been  novelty,  and  hb 
ington,  Jefferson,  and  almost  all  the  right  of  revolting  at  it."  In 
the  statesmen  of  the  strictly  revolu-  his  address,  on  taking  the  chair  of 
tionary  age,  endeavored  to  hold  a  the  senate,  as  vice  president,  Mr. 
medium,  between  the  extremes,  in-  Jefferson  said,  ^^  No  one  more  sin- 
to  which  the  community,  under  cerely  prays,  that  no  accident  may 
the  lead  of  younger  men,  was  ra-  caU  me  to  the  higher  and  more  im- 
pidly  advancing.  The  proclama-  portaut  functions,  which  the  con- 
tion  of  neutrality,  the  great  mea-  stitution  eventually  devolves  on 
sure  that  fixed  the  course  of  the  this  office.  These  have  been  just- 
administration,  was  adopted  by  the  ly  confided  to  the  eminent  charac- 
unanimous  consent  of  the  mem-  ter,  which  has  preceded  me  here, 
hers  of  general  Washington's  ad-  whose  talents  and  integrity  have 
ministration.  On  Mr.  Jefferson,  been  known  and  revered  by  me, 
then  secretary  of  state,  had  also  through  a  long  course  of  years ; 
devolved  the  duty,  which  he  had  have  been  the  foundation  of  a  cor- 
dischargcd  with  singular  ability,  of  dial  and  uninterrupted  friendship 
resisting  the  extravagant  assump-  between  us ;  and  I  devoutly  pray 
tions  of  Genet.  In  his  contcmpo-  he  may  long  be  preserved  for  the 
raneous  appointments  of  Mr.  Jay  government,  the  happiness,  and  the 
to  England,  and  Mr.  Monroe  to  prosperity  of  our  common  coon- 
France,  general  Washington  also  try." 

seems  to  have  acted  on  the  princi-  On  entering  the  office  of  chief 
pie,  of  holding  the  balance  between  magistrate  of  tho  United  States, 
the  two  parties,  which  were  form-  the  first  object,  which  presented 
ing.  itself  to  Mr.  Adams,  was  the  con- 
General  Washington  having  re-  troversy  with  France.  This  was 
fused  to  be  a  candidate  for  election,  not  only  a  subject  of  real  difficulty, 
a  third  time.  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  but  it  was  peculiarly  cmbarrasnBe> 
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in  consequence  of  iU  having  been 
the  great  subject,  on  which  domes- 
tic parties  had  gone  far  to  form 
themselves.  Mr.  Adams,  the  day 
after  his  inauguration,  sought  a 
confidential  interview  with  Mr. 
Jefferson,  and  gave  a  strong  proof 
of  his  inclination,  both  for  concili- 
ation with  France,  if  practicable, 
on  terms  consistent  with  the  na- 
tional honor  ;  and  for  harmony  at 
home.  He  proposed  to  Mr.  Jeffer-' 
son  to  go  out  as  minister  to  that  coun- 
try ;  regarding  him  not  only  as  the 
individual  most  likely  to  influence 
the  French  government,  but  as  the 
citizen,  whose  appointment  would 
best  satisfy  those  persons  in  Ame- 
rica, who  were  favorably  inclined 
toward  France. 

The  state  of  the  country,  how- 
ever, became  such,  as  to  counteract 
these  conciliatory  counsels.  War, 
in  a  republic  like  ours,  is  a  mea- 
sure so  strong,  as  to  raise  the  divi- 
sion of  opinions,  on  its  expedien- 
cy, to  the  extreme  point  of  oppo- 
sition. The  conduct  of  the  revo- 
lutionary governors  of  France  was, 
however,  such,  as  to  rouse  a  very 
general  indignation  throughout  the 
nation.  President  Adams  was 
supported,  in  the  stand  he  took 
against  them,  not  merely  by  the 
federal  party,  but  by  a  very  consi- 
derable portion  of  the  republicans. 
It  is  sufficient  to  appeal  to  the 
name  of  Patrick  Henry,  among 
those  advanced  in  years ;  who 
publicly  expressed  their  resolution 
to  support  the  president,  in  his 
counsels  for  vindicating  the  honor 
of  the  country.  It  is  probable 
that  Mr.  Adams  would  have  been 
finally  sustained  and  re-elected, 
but  for  the  schism,  in  the  ranks  of 
his  friends.  There  was  great  dif- 
ference of  opinion  as  to  measures. 


and  but  little  cordiality  in  feeling, 
between  general  Hamilton  and  hiiei 
particular  friends,  and  Mr.  Adams. 
In  the  policy  to  be  observed  toward 
France,  general  Hamilton  and  his 
friends  ^vored  strong  measures, 
great  military  establishments,  and 
prompt  resort  to  war.  Mr.  Ad- 
ams and  those  who  shared  his 
views,  were  determined  to  engage 
in  war,  only  in  the  last  resort,  and 
entertained  different  ideas  of  the 
extent  of  the  necessary  defensive 
mihtary  preparations ;  and  were 
favorable,  in  preference,  to  naval 
defence.  Difference  of  opinion  on 
these  subjects,  connected  itself 
with  equal  variance  of  counsels  of 
domestic  policy.  Important  mea- 
sures were  brought  forward,  by  the 
party  of  which  he  was  considered 
the  head,  without  his  recommendar 
tion  or  desire.  As  the  period  of 
the  next  presidential  election  drew 
'ti^h,  general  Hamilton,  in  a  pam- 
phlet written  with  his  usual  power 
and  ingenuity,  denounced  Mr.  Ad- 
ams, and  avowed  the  intention  of 
opposing  his  re-election. 

Under  these  circumstances,  his 
defeat  followed  of  course.  Not- 
withstanding this  result,  Mr.  Ad« 
ams  was  not  without  consolation, 
at  the  moment  of  retirement.  He 
had  given  peace  to  the  country, 
and  had  laid  the  foundation  of  a 
navy  ;  of  which,  from  his  very  en- 
trance on  life,  at  the  age  of  twenty, 
in  the  whole  course  of  the  revolu- 
tionary war,^and  throughout  his 
administration,  he  had  been  the 
steady  advocate.  The  greater  part 
of  the  naval  force,  which  covered 
the  country  with  glory  in  the  late 
war,  was  equipped  under  his  admi- 
nistration. It  had  already  furnished 
the  means  of  chastising  the  Barba- 
ry   powers.      Prudent,    however. 
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even  in  the  establishment  which 
he  had  most  at  heart,  he  signed  on 
the  last  day  of  his  presidency,  an 
act  for  the  reduction  of  the  naval 
force  of  the  country. 

Retiring  to  private  life,  he  devo- 
ted himself  to  the  cultivation  of  lit- 
erary and  philosopliical  studies. 
Henceforward  he  took  no  public 
part  in  political  afiairs.  When, 
however,  new  difficulties  arose  in 
the  foreign  relations  of  the  country, 
and  Great  Britain  showed  a  dispo- 
tion  to  tread  in  the  steps  of  France, 
by  her  aggressions  on  our  neutral 
rights ;  Mr.  Adams  publicly  ex- 
pressed his  approbation  of  the 
measures,  adopted  by  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son's administration  in  their  de- 
fence. 

In  1817,  Mr.  Adams  was  a 
member  of  the  electoral  college  of 
Massachusetts ;  and  in  1820,  he 
was  deputed,  by  his  fellow-citizens 
of  Quincy,  to  the  convention  for  re- 
vising the  constitution  of  his  native 
state  ;  a  revision  supposed  to  have 
been  rendered  necessary,  by  the 
separation  of  Maine.  Of  this  con- 
vention he  was  elected  president ; 
but  declined  the  chair,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  advanced  age.  In 
addition  to  the  tribute  of  respect 
contained  in  this  election,  the  con- 
vention passed  the  following  reso- 
lutions : — 

^^  Whereas  the  honorable  John 
Adams,  a  member  of  this  conven- 
tion, and  elected  the  president 
thereof,  has,  for  more  than  a  half  a 
century,  devoted  the  great  powers 
of  his  mind  and  his  profound  wis- 
dom and  learning  to  the  service  of 
Ids  country  and  of  mankind  ; 

In  fearlessly  vindicating  the 
rights  of  the  North  American  pro- 
vinces, against  the  usurpations  and 
encroachments  of  the  superintend- 
ent government ; 


In  diflusing  a  knowledge  of  iiie 
principles  of  civil  liberty,  amoi^ 
his  fellow  subjects,  and  exciting 
them  to  a  firm  and  resolute  defence 
of  the  privileges  of  freemen  ; 

In  early  conceiving,  assertiDg, 
and  maintaining  the  justice  and 
practicability  of  establbhing  the  in- 
dependence of  the  United  States  of 
America : 

In  giving  the  powerful  aid  of  hi? 
political  knowledge  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  constitution  of  this  his 
native  state;  which  constitution 
became  in  a  great  measure  the 
model  of  those  which  were  subse- 
quently formed : 

In  conciliating  the  fiivor  of  fo- 
reign powers,  and  obtaining  their 
countenance  and  support  in  the  ar- 
duous struggle  for  independence : 

In  negotiating  the  treat;  of 
peace,  which  secured  for  ever  the 
sovereignty  of  the  United  State&,and 
in  defeating  all  attempts  to  prefent 
it,  and  especially  in  preserving  in 
that  treaty  the  vital  interest  of  the 
New  England  states: 

In  demonstrating  to  the  worU, 
in  his  defence  of  the  coostitations 
of  the  several  United  States,  the 
contested  principle,  since  adn^itted 
as  an  axiom,  that  checks  and  balan- 
ces in  legislative  power,  are  essen- 
tial to  true  liberty : 

In  devoting  his  time  and  tilentB 
to  the  service  of  the  nation  ;  in  the 
high  and  important  trusts  of  vice 
president  of  the  United  States : 

And  lastly  in  passing  an  booon- 
Me  old  age,  in  dhgnified  letirement 
in  the  practice  of  all  the  domestic 
virtues,  thus  exhibiting  to  bis  coun- 
trymen and  to  posterity  an  example 
of  true  greatness  of  mind  and  of 
genuine  patriotism : 

Therefore  rescdved,  that  the 
members  of  this  eonventioD,  repre- 
senting the  people  of  the  common- 
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wealth  of  Massachusetts,  do  joyful- 
ly avail  themselves  of  this  opportu- 
nity to  testify  their  respect  and 
gratitude  to  this  eminent  patriot  and 
statesman,  for  the  great  services 
rendered  by  him  to  his  country  ; 
and  their  high  gratification  that  at 
this  late  period  of  life,  he  is  permit- 
ted by  divine  providence  to  assist 
them  with  his  counsel,  in  revising 
the  constitution  which  forty  years 
ago,  his  wisdom  and  prudence  as- 
sisted to  form : 

Resolved,  that  a  committee  of 
twelve  be  appointed  by  the  chair,  to 
communicate  this  proceeding  to 
the  honorable  John  Adams,  to  in- 
form him  of  his  election  to  preside 
in  this  body,  and  to  introduce  him 
to  the  chair  of  this  convention." 

Although  unable  to  assume  the 
office  of  presiding  in  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  convention,  Mr.  Adams 
occasionally  took  part  in  its  dis- 
cussions ;  and  had  the  satisfaction, 
in  the  final  result,  to  perceive,  in 
the  small  number  of  amendments 
proposed,  and  the  still  smaller  num- 
ber of  them  adopted  by  the  people, 
the  most  satisfactory  proof,  that  the 
constitution  of  the  state,  which  he 
had  in  his  youth  the  principal  agen- 
cy in  forming,  was  deemed  by  the 
people  afler  forty  years  trial,  essen- 
tially adequate  to  the  wants  of  the 
community,  without  need  of  mate- 
rial alteration. 

Mr.  Adams  lived  to  enjoy  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  his  son  elect- 
ed to  the  chief  magistracy  of  the 
United  States.  Rare  as  such  an 
occurrence,  under  any  circumstan- 
ces must  be,  it  is  still  more  remark- 
able, when  we  duly  consider  the 
strong  prejudice,  which  justly  pre- 
vails in  this  country,  against  the 
hereditary  transmission  of  office.  It 
is  unquestionably  true,  that  the  cir- 


cumstance that  his  father  had  been 
president  of  the  United'States,  in- 
stead of  promoting,  would  tend  to 
prevent  the  elevation  of  any  candi- 
date to  that  office. 

But  the  time  and  circumstances 
of  Mr.  Adams'  death,  are  unques- 
tionably not  less^Linteresting  than 
any  event  in  his  life.  It  took  place 
on  the  anniversary  of  the  declara- 
tion of  independence,  at  the  close 
of  the  half  century  firom  that  mem- 
orable era,  in  full  consciousness  of 
the  character  of  the  day  ;  and  with 
an  allusion,  in  the  last  moment^  of 
life,  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  his  illus- 
trious fellow  laborer,  who  also  ex- 
pired  the  same  day. 

Although  we  have  almost  wholly 
confined  ourselves  to  Mr.  Adams' 
political  hfe  and  character,  his  li- 
terary reputation  ought  not  to  be 
overlooked.  He  was  a  sound  scho- 
lar, versed  in  the  ancient  languages, 
and  in  many  branches  of  general 
literature.  His  style  of  writing  was 
forcible  and  perspicuous  ;  and  in 
the  latter  years  of  his  life  remarka- 
bly easy  and  elegant.  He  was  the 
original  proposer  of  the  institution 
of  the  American  academy  of  arts 
and  sciences,  a  liberal  patron  of  its 
library,  and  for  several  years  its 
president.  To  his  native  town,  he 
made  donations  and  bequests  to- 
ward the  foundation  and  endow- 
ment of  an  academy  and  the  build- 
ing of  a  church. 

In  his  person  he  was  of  middling 
stature  ;  his  manners  were  formed 
on  the  courtesy  of  the  old  school ; 
industry  enabled  him  to  discharge 
honorably  the  almost  innumerable 
duties  that  devolved  on  him  after 
the  revolution  began  ;  temperance 
procured  him  the  blessing  of  a 
healthful  old  age  ; — and  a  long  life 
passed  in  obedience  to  the  laws  of 
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virtue,  under  the  sanctions  of  reli- 
gion, prepared  him  for  a  death  of 
peace  and  hope. 


Thomas  Jefferson. 

At  Monticello,  in  the  84th  year  of 
his  age,  Thomas  Jefferson,  late 
president  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

It  was  a  ?ery  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstance, among  those,  which 
prepared  the  way  for  the  Ameri- 
can revolution,  that  the  leading  co- 
lonics of  the  nortli  and  south  were 
equally  embarked  in  it.  Settled  at 
different  periods,  from  different 
causes,  and  by  classes  of  men 
wholly  unlike  ;  and  caUed  to  very 
dififercnt  fortunes  for  a  century  afler 
their  foundation,  tlie  northern  and 
southern  colonies  could  scarcely 
have  been  expected  to  feel  and  act 
in  concert  on  any  question,  much 
less,  on  one  likely  to  call  into  ex- 
ercise every  description  of  local 
prejudice.  The  British  govern- 
ment calculated  on  a  want  of  con- 
cert between  the  different  parts  of 
the  country.  They  thought  the 
south  would  feel  no  sympathy  with 
the  distresses  of  t)ie  north,  and  that 
the  north  would  look  with  jealousy 
on  the  character  and  institutions  of 
the  south.  Among  the  numerous 
events,  which  occurred,  to  frus- 
trate whatever  hopes  may  have 
been  built  on  this  foundation,  the 
simultaneous  appearance,  in  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Virginia,  of  cha- 
racters, corresponding  in  so  many 
respects  as  those  of  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson and  John  Adams,  in  their 
qualifications  for  the  public  ser- 
vice was  not  the  least  important. 

Thomas  Jefferson  was  descend- 
ed from  ancestors,  who  had  been 


settled  in  Virginia  for  some  gene- 
rations. His  father,  Peter  Jeffer- 
son, was  surveyor  of  the  state,  and 
firom  him  Mr.  Jefferson  inherited 
what  was  then  deemed  an  inunense 
fortune.  He  was  bom  near  the 
spot,  on  which  he  died,  in  the 
county  of  Albemarle,  on  the  2(1 
of  April,  (old  style,)  1743.  At 
this  period,  the  society  of  Virginia 
presented  very  nearly  tlie  same  di- 
vision of  ranks,  that  exists  in 
England.  There  was  the  landed 
aristocracy,  shadowing  forth  the 
order  of  the  British  nobility  ;  the 
middle  class  of  citizens,  consistijig 
principally  of  the  yeomanry,  and 
common  to  both  countries  ;  and  a 
feculum  of  beings,  as  they  were 
called  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  corre- 
sponding with  the  lowest  class  of 
the  community  in  England.* 

Mr.  Jefferson,  by  birth,  belong- 
ed to  the  aristocracy  ;  but  the  idle 
and  voluptuous  life,  that  prevailed 
in  that  class  of  society,  had  no 
charms  for  him.  From  the  first 
moment,  his  own  character  dis- 
closed itselfy  he  threw  himself  into 
the  ranks  of  the   people. 

His  youthful  studies  were  pur- 
sued in  the  neighborhood  of  his 
fathcr^s  residence,  until  he  was  re- 
moved in  due  time  to  William  and 
Mary  college,  through  which  be 
passed,  with  the  highest  reputa- 
tion for  talent,  industry,  and  scho- 
larship. Selecting  the  profession 
of  the  law,  he  commenced  und 
pursued  its  studies,  under  George 
Wythe,  a  master  well  worthy  of 
such  a  pupil.  In  this  school  he 
acquired,  as  far  as  such  things  are 
matter  of  acquisition,  that  unri- 
valled neatness,  system,  and  me- 
thod in  business,  which,  through 


*  Mr.  Wirt's  Dirooorve,  page  26. 
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ail  his  future  liie,  and  in  e?cry  of- 
fice which  he  filled,  enabled  him 
to  accomplish  the  most  arduous 
and  multiplied  duties,  with  pre- 
cision, punctuality,  and  in  the  most 
perfect  form  of  execution. 

It  is  a  prevalent  error,  that  Mr, 
Jefferson  made  no  figure  at  the 
bar.  The  case  was  far  otherwise. 
There  still  remain,  in  bis  hand- 
writing, a  number  of  arguments, 
delivered  by  him  at  the  bar,  upon 
some  of  the  most  intricate  ques- 
tions of  the  law,  which,  if  they 
should  ever  see  the  light,  will,  in 
the  opinion  of  a  most  competent 
authority,*  vindicate  his  claim  to 
the  first  honors  of  the  profession. 
It  might,  indeed,  with  all  persons 
acquainted  with  the  talents  and 
perseverance  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
been  admitted,  as  a  matter  of  ne- 
cessity, without  any  proof  of  the 
fact,  that  he  must  have  been  a  pro- 
found adept,  in  the  profession  of 
his  voluntary  choice  and  pursuit. 
It  is  true,  he  was  not  distinguished 
in  pubhc  debate.  This  was  mere- 
ly a  physical  defect.  He  want- 
ed  volume  and  compass  of  voice 
for  a  large  assembly ;  and  his 
voice,  from  the  excess  of  his  sen- 
sibility, instead  of  rising  with  his 
feelings  and  conceptions,  sunk  un- 
der their  pressure,  and  became  gut- 
tural and  inarticulate.  The  con- 
sciousness of  this  infirmity,  re-'' 
pressed  any  attempt,  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  Jefferson,  to  speak  in  large 
deliberative  assemblies.  It  is  an 
additional  proof  of  his  intellectual 
ascendency,  that  he  rose,  in  the 
morning  of  life,  to  the  height  of 
influence,  from  which  he  never 
afterwards  descended,  without  ha- 
ving the  command  of  what  is  ge- 


nerally considered  the  necessary 
instrument  of  controlling  popular 
bodies. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  still  a  student 
of  law  at  Williamsburg,  when,  in 
1766,  the  resolutions  of  Patrick 
Henry,  against  the  stamp  act,  were 
moved  in  the  assembly  of  Virginia. 
He  was  present  during  the  whole 
of  the  extraordinary  and  memora- 
ble debate,  on  this  question,  in  the 
door  of  communication  between 
the  lobby  and  the  house.  He  has 
left  an  account  of  the  scene,  in  his 
own  words.  The  opposition  to  the 
last  resolution  was  most  vehement. 
The  debate,  to  use  the  strong  ex- 
pression of  Mr.  JeSbrson,  became 
"most  bloody,"  but  it  was  car- 
ried by  a  single  vote.  *'  I  well  re- 
member,'* continues  Mr.  Jefierson, 
in  his  account,  "  the  cry  of  ^  trea- 
son* by  the  speaker,  echoed  from 
every  part  of  the  house,  against 
Mr.  Henry.  I  well  remember  his 
pause,  and  the  admirable  address, 
with  which  he  recovered  himself^ 
and  baffled  the  charge  thus  vocife* 
rated.*' 

It  has  been  justly  pointed  out,  as 
one  of  the  beautiful  features  6f  the 
parallel,  which  has  been  run  be- 
tween Mr.  Jefiferson  and  Mr.  Ad- 
ams, that  this  interesting  event  in 
Mr.  Jefferson's  life  took  place, 
when  he  was  of  very  nearly  the 
same  age,  at  which  Mr.  Adams,  in 
1761,  had  listened  to  the  thrilling 
eloquence  of  James  Otis,  on  the 
subject  of  writs  of  asHstanee. 

From  this  time  forward,  Mr. 
Jefferson  stood  forward  as  a  cham- 
pion for  his  country.  He  adopted, 
as  the  motto  of  his  seals,  ^^  Ab  eo 
libertas  a  quo  spiritus,**  and  "  Re- 
sistance to  tyrants,  is  obedience  to 
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Ood/'  His  first  official  participa- 
tion in  the  counsels  of  the  day, 
was  as  a  member  of  the  state  con- 
vention of  Virginia,  which,  in 
1774,  appointed  tlie  first  delegates 
to  the  continental  congress.  On 
his  way  to  Williamsburg,  he  fell 
flick  ;  and,  in  consequence  of  this 
circumstance,  sent  forward  to  be 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  convention, 
a  draft  of  instructions  to  tlie  dele- 
gates, whom  Virginia  might  send. 
This  paper  was  read  by  the  mem- 
bers, and  published  by  them,  under 
the  title  of  "  a  summary  view  of 
the  rights  of  independent  Ameri- 
ca." A  copy  of  this  work  having 
found  its  way  to  England,  it  re- 
ceived, fi'om  the  pen  of  Mr.  Burke, 
fluch  alterations  as  were  necessary 
to  suit  it  to  the  meridian  of  the  op- 
position, in  that  country,  and  ap- 
peared in  a  new  edition  at  London. 
Thb  circumstance,  as  Mr.  Jefier- 
son  afterwards  learned,  procured 
the  insertion  of  his  name  in  a  bill 
of  attainder,  which,  however,  did 
not  pass  in  parliament.  The  ef- 
fect, which  this  work  produced  on 
lord  Dunmore,  the  governor  of  Vir- 
ginia, at  the  time  of  its  appear- 
ance at  Williamsburg,  is  stUl  re- 
membered, by  the  aged  inhabitants 
of  that  place.  He  put  no  bounds 
to  the  expressions  of  his  anger,  or 
of  his  purpoi^e  of  revenge. 

In  the  year  1775,  Mr.  Jefferson, 
although,  of  course,  one  of  the 
youngest  members  of  the  Virginia 
legislature,  was  designated  to  pre- 
pare the  answer  to  what  was  called 
lord  North's  "conciliatory  propo- 
sition." It  remains  on  record, 
and  possesses  the  characteristic 
marks  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  mind, 
and  of  the  spirit  of  the  time. 


In  the  same  year,  Mr.  Jefferson 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  con- 
tinental congress ;  but  being  de- 
puted contingently^  (to  supply  the 
place  of  Peyton  Randolph,)  he  did 
not  take  his  seat,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session.  Five  days 
after  the  appointment  of  general 
Washington,  as  comnuinder-in- 
chief  of  the  American  armies,  Mr. 
Jefferson  first  took  his  seat  as  a 
member  of  tlie  continental  con- 
gress. 

The  circumstances  of  his  desig- 
nation the  following  year,  to  draft 
the  declaration  of  independence, 
have  been  related  in  the  preceding 
sketch  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Adams. 
The  original  draft,  as  brought  by 
him  from  his  study,  and  submitted 
to  the  other  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, with  interlineations  in  the 
hand-writing  of  Dr.  Franklin,  and 
others  in  that  of  Mr.  Adams,  wa« 
in  Mr.  Jefferson's  possession,  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  The  merit 
of  this  paper  is  Mr.  Jefiersoa's. 
Some  changes  were  made  in  it  by 
the  committee,  and  others  by  con- 
gress, while  it  was  under  discus- 
sion. But  none  of  these  changes 
altered  the  tone,  the  firame,  the  ar- 
rangement, or  the  general  charac- 
ter of  the  instrument.  As  a  com- 
position, the  declaration  is  Mr.  Jet- 
ferson's.  It  is  the  production  of 
his  mind  ;  and  the  high  honor  of  it 
belongs  to  him,  clearly  and  abso- 
lutely.* 

Although  not  participating  in 
public  debate,  the  influence  of  Mr. 
Jefferson  over  the  minds  of  the 
members,  through  the  channels  of 
private  intercourse,  was  early  felt 
^^  Though  a  silent  member,  (stys 
his  venerable  copatriot,t)  he  was 
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so  prompt,  irank,  explicit,  and  de- 
cisive upon  committees — ^not  even 
Samuel  Adams  was  more  so— that 
he  soon  seized  my  heart/'  On 
the  great  occasion  which  had  now 
arrived,  all  this  influence  was  suc- 
cepfully  put  forth ;  and  while  Adams 
was  sustaining  the  declaration 
with  the  strength  of  his  impassion- 
ed and  overwhelming  oratory,  Jef- 
ferson was  co-operating  to  the  same 
end,  by  all  the  resources  of  an  un- 
livalled  personal  influence. 

In  September  of  the  year  1776, 
Mr.  Jefferson  was  appointed  a  mi- 
nister to  France  ;  but  the  situation 
of  his  family  compelled  him  to  de- 
cline the  appointment,  and  the  same 
cause  requiring  his  presence  at 
home,  led  him  to  resign  his  seat  in 
the  congress.  He  was,  however, 
elected  a  member  of  the  house  of 
delegates  in  Virginia.  The  fol- 
lowing year,  he  entered  with  Pen- 
dleton and  Wythe,  on  the  discharge 
of  a  duty,  intimately  connected 
with  the  higher  and  final  objcx^ts 
of  the  revolution,  as  far  as  Virginia 
was  concerned — a  revision  of  the 
laws  of  that  state.  One  of  his 
distinguished  associates  witlidrew 
from  the  work,  and  the  other  died 
shortly  afler  its  commencement, 
leaving  both  the  responsibility  and 
glory  to  Jefferson.  In  June  1779, 
lie  presented  the  result  of  his  la- 
bors to  the  legislature,  in  what 
is  called  the  revised  code.  In 
adapting  tliis  code  to  the  political 
condition  of  Virginia,  under  a  re- 
publican government,  he  found  it 
necessary  to  materially  modify,  or 
rather  to  remould  the  foundations 
of  the  commonwealth.  The  most 
important  of  tliese  alterations,  were 
those  prohibiting  the  farther  impor- 
tation of  slaves  ;  and  those  rela- 
ting to  entails,  primogeniture  and 
the  established  church.  He  also 
prepared    a  law  for  Hie  ffradual 


emancipation  of  slaves  which  watf 
not  incorporated  into  the  code. 
The  law  of  entails  had  abready  been 
abrogated,  on  the  suggestion  of 
these  patriotic  jurists.  That  of 
primogeniture,  on  which,  in  con- 
junction with  the  law  of  entails, 
the  aristocracy  of  the  state  was 
founded,  was  now  repealed,  and 
with  it  the  laws  making  provision 
for  the  support  of  an  established 
church,  at  the  expense  of  the  state. 
The  preamble  to  the  bill  establish- 
ing religious  freedom  in  Virginia, 
was  esteemed  by  Mr.  Jefferson  one 
of  his  happiest  efforts,  and  the 
measure  itself,  one  of  his  best 
services  to  his  country.  The  legis- 
lative enactments  now  alluded  to, 
form,  of  course,  but  a  small  part 
of  the  entire  revision  of  the  laws, 
which  was  accomplished  by  Messrs. 
Jefferson,  Pendleton  and  Wythe. 
The  collection  of  bilb  reported  by 
them,  amounted  to  126,  and  con- 
stitute a  well  digested  and  com- 
prehensive system  of  jurisprudence. 

In  1 779,  he  was  elected  governor 
of  Virginia,  in  the  place  of  Patrick 
Henry.  He  filled  the  chair  of  state 
at  a  time  of  great  anxiety  and  peril 
for  the  state  of  Virginia,  which  bo- 
came,  at  this  period,  the  theatre  of 
war.  Bendict  Arnold  invaded  and 
ravaged  those  portions  of  it,  within 
reach,  by  predatory  incursions.  An 
attempt  was  subsequently  made  to 
impeach  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, in  the  discharge  of  the  ar- 
duous duties  of  this  crisis.  His 
defence,  however,  was  prompt  and 
triumphant ;  and  he  received  from 
the  house  of  delegates,  before  whom 
the  investigation  was  conducted,  an 
unanimous  vote  of  thanks  for  his 
impartial,  upright,  and  attentive  ad- 
ministration while  in  office. 

In  1781,  Mr.  Jefferson  wrote  his 
notes  on  Virginia,  in  answer  to  the 
written  queries  of  M.  Barlic  Mar- 
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bois,  then  resident  in  this  country. 
The  following  year  the  work  was 
corrected  and  enlarged  ;  and  re- 
printed in  a  translation  in  France. 
No  publication,  which  had  appear- 
ed in  America  before  it,  can  be 
placed  as  a  literary  composition, 
on  a  level  with  the  notes  on  Vir- 
ginia ;  and  the  office  which  was 
discharged  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  this 
vindication  of  his  country,  against 
the  misrepresentation  of  foreign 
popular  writers  of  great  celebrity, 
was  not  unworthy  of  one,  who  had 
shown  himself  so  able  a  leader,  in 
her  political  councils*  It  is  a  work, 
which,  under  any  circumstances, 
would  secure  to  its  author  a  per- 
manent literary  reputation. 

In  1782,  Mr.  Jefferson  returned 
to  the  continental  congress.  The 
following  year  he  prepared  the 
draft  of  a  constitution,  to  be  offer- 
ed to  the  convention,  expected  to 
be  called,  that  year,  to  reform  the 
constitution  of  Virginia.  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson was  also  the  author  of  the 
preamble  to  the  constitution,  which 
had  been  adopted  in  Virginia,  in 
1 776.  In  the  plan  of  a  constitution, 
drawn  up  by  him  in  1783,  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson introduced  the  principles  of 
a  representation  in  the  legislature, 
proportioned  to  the  number  of 
qualified  voters,  and  a  general  right 
of  sufirage.  These  principles  had 
been  maintained  against  the  une- 
qual representation  and  timited  suf> 
frage  of  the  present' constitution, 
in  Mr.  Jefferson^s  notes  on  Vir- 
ginia; and  in  several  able  letters 
written  within  a  few  years  past, 
they  were  cogently  advocated  anew, 
in  support  of  such  a  reform  of  the 
constitution  of  Virginia,  as  is  de- 
manded by  the  principles  of  repu- 
blicanism, and  will,  in  all  proba- 
bility, soon  take  place. 

Tn  1784,  Mr.  Jefferson  was  as- 


sociated with  Franklin,  Adams., 
Jay  and  Laurens,  in  a  plenipoten- 
tiary commission,  addressed  to  the 
several  powers  of  Europe.  By 
the  two  first  of  these  commission- 
ers, in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, the  treaty  of  Prussia  was 
negotiated  at  the  Hague,  in  1785. 
In  that  year,  Mr.  Jefierson  was 
elected  our  minister  to  France.  His 
reputation  was  already  established 
among  the  learned  men  of  that 
country,  by  the  translation  of  his 
notes  on  Virginia,  and  procured 
him  an  enviable  access  to  the  vast 
scientific  and  literary  resources  of 
Paris. 

In  the  great  work,  which  mean- 
time was  going  on  at  home,  the 
formation  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  Mr.  Jefierson  had 
no  immediate  participation.  The 
same  is  true  of  Mr.  Adams,  who 
was  at  the  same  period  in  England. 
They  had  both  indeed  furnished 
models  of  constitutions,  coinciding 
in  the  leading  principles  of  repre- 
sentative government ;  Mr.  Adams 
in  the  constitution  which  had  been 
adopted  in  Massachusetts,  and  Mr. 
Jefferson  in  that,  which  be  had 
prepared  for  Virginia.  But  the 
direct  agency  of  fi-aming  the  federal 
constitution,  passed  to  a  considera- 
ble degree  into  the  hands  of  the 
younger  patriots  of  the  revolntioDa- 
ry  age,  and  of  the  generation, 
which  was  rising  up  in  succession  to 
them,  the  leaders  of  the  two  class- 
es being  Hamilton  and  Madison. 

On  the  adoption  of  the  constitn- 
tion,  and  the  organization  of  the 
government  under  it,  Mr.  Jeffiason 
was,  by  the  urgent  solieitation  of 
general  Washington,  prevailed  upon 
to  accept  of  the  department  of 
state  ;  in  which  office  he  gave  the 
tone,  under  the  president,  to  the 
foreign  policy  of  the  country.    It 
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was  during  liis  administration  of  and  parties,  ceased  to  be  felt.  The 
this  department,  that  the  French  country  was  now,  for  the  first  time, 
revolution  burst  forth ;  and  the  di-  can?a£»ed  for  the  election  of  a 
vision  of  feeling  consequent  upon  chief  magistrate  ;  and  the  two  par- 
it,  began  to  exhibit  itself  among  ties  were  arrayed  against  each 
tlie  American  people.  Like  most  other.  It  would  have  been  wholly 
of  the  other  patriots  of  the  revolu-  out  of  place,  to  attempt  a  history 
tion,  Mr.  Jefferson  aimed  to  hold  of  these  divisions,  which  were  now 
the  golden  mean  between  the  vio-  for  the  first  time  manifested,  in  a 
lent  extremes  of  public  opinion,  presidential  election.  Their  basis 
His  skill  and  firmness  were  as  con-  may  possibly  be  sought,  in  geo- 
spicuously  displayed  in  his  corres-  graphical  limits,  which  will  be 
pondence  with  M.  Genet,  as  in  found,  perhaps,  more  than  any 
that  with  Mr.  Hammond.  When  thing  else,  to  lie  at  the  foundation 
it  became  necessary  for  the  admi-  of  our  various  political  controver- 
nistration  to  take  a  decided  step,  sies.  Mr.  Adams  had  the  unani- 
the  proclamation  of  neutrality  was  mous  votes  of  the  states  north  of 
resolved  upon,  by  the  unanimous  the  Delaware,  and  Mr.  Jefferson  a 
consent  of  the  cabinet.  very  large  majority  of  those  south. 

It  was  not  long,  however,  before  To  a  geographical  divbion  of  par- 
the  divisions  of  opinion,  which  ex-  ties  like  this,  no  permanent  remedy, 
isted  in  the  community,  manifested  in  ordinary  times,  can  be  expected, 
themselves  in  the  cabinet  of  general  The  principle  of  it  operates  in  our 
Washington  too  decisively,  for  that  state,  county,  and  even  town  elec- 
harmonious  action  necessary  to  the  tions  ;  and  must  prevail  in  those 
welfare  of  the  state.  Mr.  Jefferson,  more  important  national  ones,  in 
unable  to  act  with  general  Hamil-  which  the  citizens  of  the  remo- 
ton,  who,  with  talents  of  the  high-  test  parts  of  the  union  take  part, 
est  order,  entertained,  on  most  With  what  feelings  toward  each 
points,  political  opinions  variant  other,  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Ad- 
from  his  own,  retired  from  the  ad-  ams  entered  upon  their  respective 
ministration,  with  the  purpose  of  duties,  the  one  as  president  and  the 
devoting  himself  to  the  pursuits  of  other  as  vice  president,  has  already 
an  elegant  and  philosophic  leisure,  been  seen  in  the  sketch  of  Mr.  Ad- 
An  ample  hbrary  and  scientific  ap-  ams'  life.  In  the  chair  of  the  senate, 
paratus,  an  unconquerable  thirst  for  Mr.  Jefferson  distinguished  himself 
learning,  in  all  its  branches,  and  a  as  a  dignified  presiding  officer, 
taste  refined  in  the  best  school  of  That  gravity  and  decorum,  which 
European  civilization,  furnished  re-  had  subsisted  unimpaired,  during 
sources  abundantly  sufficient  to  oc-  the  discussions  of  the  former  admi- 
cupy  him,  in  his  seclusion  from  the  nistration,  still  characterised  its  pro- 
laws  of  office.  ceedings.     No  other  proof  of  the 

To  the  gratification  of  this  pur-  respectable  character  of  the  parlia- 

pose,  the  will  of  the  people  opposed  mentary  proceedings  of  the  senate  at 

an  insuperable  obstacle.     On  the  this  period,and  during  the  preceding 

retirement  of  general  Washington  administrations  need  be  sought, than 

from  the  presidency,  the  weight  of  the  manual  which   Mr.  Jefferson 

an  influence,  which  prevailed  equal-  compiled,  during  his  vice  presiden- 

Iv  in  all  hearts  and  over  all  interests  cv,  from  the  best  Enirlish  authoritv. 
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and  the  practice  of  the  senate  itself; 
a  work  which  still  remains  the  rule 
of  our  parliamentary  proceedings. 

During  the  vice  presidency  of 
Mr.  Jetl'erson,  the  political  division 
of  the  American  family  reached  its 
crisis.  The  foreign  relations  of  the 
country,  furnished  the  chief  aliment, 
and  these  had  been  made  to  assume 
the  most  embarrassing  forms,  by  all 
the  preliminary  measures  of  war. 
In  the  result  of  the  presidential 
contest,  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected 
to  the  chief  magistracy  of  the  coun- 
try. 

He  entered  on  this  exalted  sta- 
tion, under  the  most  favorable  cir- 
cumstances, and  with  every  dispo- 
sition to  avail  himself  of  them,  for 
the  welfare  of  the  country.  Peace 
was  already  concluded  with  France, 
by  a  treaty  negotiated  under  the 
former  administration,  and  which 
remained  only  to  be  ratified.  This 
circumstance  authorised  a  general 
reduction  of  the  military  establish- 
ments of  the  country.  A  reduc- 
tion of  the  naval  establishment  had 
already  begun,  and  the  removal 
of  tlie  burden  of  taxation  was  an 
easy  consequence.  In  applying 
however  this  principle  of  retrench- 
ment to  the  infant  navy  of  the 
United  States,  he  carried  it  so  far, 
as  to  materially  impair  the  ability 
of  the  country  to  vindicate  her 
maritime  rights.  It  may  be  justly 
considered  as  the  fundamental  error 
of  his  administration.  Our  foreign 
commerce,  released  from  all  its  em- 
barrassments, by  the  treaties  with 
England  and  France,  and  continu- 
ally extending  itself  to  meet  the 
consumption  of  a  most  rapidly  in- 
creasing population,  poured  a  tide 
of  wealth  into  the  treasury,  and 
furnished  the  means  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  national  debt.  In  his 
inaugural  address,   Mr.  JefferFon 


paints  in  bright  colors  the  prosper- 
ous state  in  which  he  found  the 
country,  on  his  accession  to  the 
chair  of  state. 

But  while  Mr.  Jefferson  strenu- 
ously pursued  the  policy  of  retrench- 
ment, under  the  circumstances 
which  so  remarkably  favored  the 
application  of  that  policy,  he  ad- 
ventured on  one  measure,  which 
might  have  startled  an  in&nt  go- 
vernment, even  as  a  matter  of  fi- 
nance ;  and  which,  in  its  political 
relations,  was  of  the  boldest  aod 
most  decided  cast.  This  is  not  the 
place  to  dwell  upon  the  purchase 
of  Louisiana  ;  nor  will  this  genera- 
tion be  able  to  do  justice  to  the 
subject,  in  all  its  consequences.  It 
may  only  be  observed  that,  to  the 
student  of  our  constitution,  it  alrea- 
dy presents  the  most  curious  and 
profound  inquiries  into  the  limits 
of  the  treaty-making  power,  and 
the  mode,  by  which  a  foreign  peo- 
ple may  become  incorporated  in 
our  fi'oe  republic.  To  the  patriot 
citizen  it  appears,  as  a  peaceful  ac- 
quisition more  extensive  and  more 
important,  than  any  that  was  ever 
gained,  on  fields  of  blood  by  con- 
tending hosts. 

Although  Mr.  Jefferson  was  tbr 
first  president  who  enjoyed  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  finding  his  administra- 
tion gain  strength  from  year  to 
year  among  the  people,  he  dechned 
a  nomination,  as  a  candidate  for  a 
third  term  in  office,  and  retired  from 
public  life  in  1 809.  Henceforward 
he  took  no  part  in  public  afikin. 
When  the  library  of  congress  was 
destroyed  in  1814,  in  the  sack  of 
Washington,  Mr.  Jefferson  prompt- 
ly placed  his  own  at  the  command 
of  that  body,  and  thus  consented, 
for  the  sake  of  animating  the  spirit^ 
of  the  country,  at  a  momeDt  of  de- 
pression,  to  deprive  hinwelf  of  fh^ 
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cherished  resources  of  his  philoso- 
phic retreat. 

On  the  return  of  peace,  he  devo- 
ted  himself  to  a  new  and  noble  en- 
terprise, the  foundation  of  the  uni- 
versity of  Virginia.  This  magnifi- 
cent institution  is  justly  called 
^^  his  work ;  his  the  first  concep- 
tion ;  his  the  whole  impulse  and 
direction ;  his  the  varied  and  beauti- 
ful arcliitecture,  and  the  entire  su- 
perintendence of  its  erection  ;  the 
whole  scheme  of  its  studies,  its  or- 
ganization and  government  are 
liis."— (Vide  Wirt's  Discourse.) 

This  great  enterprise  filled  up 
tlie  closing  years  of  Mr.  Jefferson's 
life.  Temperance,  industry,  and 
method,  had  enabled  him  also,  as  it 
were,  to  multiply  his  existence,  and 
to  crowd,  into  one  life,  objects 
seemingly  numerous  and  vast 
enough  for  many  lives.  The  mere 
reception  and  entertainment  of  visi- 
ters, drawn  to  his  abode  by  his  splen- 
did reputation,  was  almost  enough 
to  fill  the  hours  of  a  busy  day.  The 
following  description  of  his  abode 
may  be  not  inappropriately  be  in- 
troduced here : — 
*'^  The  mansion  house  at  Monticello 
was  built  and  furnished  in  the  days 
of  his  prosperity.  In  its  dimen- 
sions, its  architecture,  its  arrange- 
ments, and  ornaments,  it  is  such  a 
one  as  became  the  character  and 
fortune  of  the  man.  It  stands  up- 
on an  elliptic  plain,  formed  by  cut- 
ting down  the  apex  of  a  mountain ; 
and,  on  the  west,  stretching  away 
to  the  north  and  the  south,  it  com- 
mands a  view  of  the  Blue  Ridge 
for  a  hundred  and  fifly  miles,  and 
brings  under  the  eye  one  of  the 
boldest  and  most  beautifiil  hori- 
zons in  the  world :  while,  on  the 
cast,  it  presents  an  extent  of  pros- 
pect, bounded  only  by  the  spherical 
form  of  the  eartli,  in  which  nature 
seems  to  sleep  in  eternal  repose, 


as  if  to  form  one  of  her  fmest  con- 
trasts with  the  rude  and  rolling 
grandeur  on  the  west.  In  the  wide 
prospect,  and  scattered  to  the  north 
and  south,  are  seyeral  detached 
mountains,  which  contribute  to  ani- 
mate and  diversify  this  enchanting 
landscape:  and  among  them,  to 
the  south,  WiUiss'  mountain,  which 
is  so  interestingly  depicted  in  his 
notes.  From  this  summit,  the  phi- 
losopher was  wont  to  enjoy  that 
spectacle,  among  the  sublunest  of 
nature's  operations,  the  looming  of 
the  distant  mountains ;  and  to 
watch  the  motions  of  tlie  planets, 
and  the  greater  revolution  of  the 
celestial  sphere.  From  this  sum- 
mit, too,  the  patriot  could  look 
down,  with  uninterrupted  vision, 
upon  the  wide  expanse  of  the 
world  around,  for  which  he  consi- 
dered himself  born ;  and  upward, 
to  the  open  and  vaulted  heavens 
which  he  seemed  to  approach,  as 
if  to  keep  him  continually  in  mind 
of  his  high  responsibility.  It  is 
indeed  a  prospect  in  which  you  see 
and  feel,  at  once,  that  nothing 
mean  or  little  could  live.  It  is  a 
scene  fit  to  nourish  those  great  and 
high-souled  principles  which  formed 
the  elements  of  his  character,  and 
was  a  most  noble  and  appropriate 
post,  for  such  a  sentinel,  over  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  man. 

^^  Approaching  the  house  on  the 
cast,  the  visiter  instinctively  paused, 
to  cast  around  one  thrilling  glance 
at  this  magnificent  panorama  :  and 
then  passed  to  the  vestibule,  where, 
if  he  had  not  been  previously  in- 
formed, he  would  immediately  per- 
ceive that  be  was  eotering  the  house 
of  no  common  man.  In  the  spa- 
cious and  lofty  hall  which  opens 
before  him,  he  marks  no  tawdrv 
and  unmeaning  ornaments :  but 
before,  on  the  right,  on  the  left,  all 
around,  the  eve  is  stnick  and  grati- 
3^ 


248] 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1825—6. 


fied  with  objects  of  science  and 
taste,  so  classed  and  arranged  as 
to  produce  their  finest  effect.  On 
one  side,  specimens  of  sculpture 
/  set  out,  in  such  order,  as  to  exhi- 
bit at  a  cowp  d^cnl^  the  historical 
progress  of  that  art ;  from  the  first 
rude  attempts  of  the  aborigines  of 
our  country,  up  to  that  exquisite 
and  finished  bust  of  the  great  pa- 
triot himself,  from  the  master  hand 
of  Caracci.  On  the  other  side, 
the  visiter  sees  displayed  a  vast 
collection  of  specimens  of  Indian 
art,  their  paintings,  weapons,  orna- 
ments, and  manufactures  ;  on  an- 
other, an  array  of  the  fossil  produc- 
tions of  our  country,  mineral  and 
animal ;  the  polished  remains  of 
those  colossal  monsters  that  once 
trod  our  forests,  and  are  no  more  ; 
and  a  variegated  display  of  the 
branching  honors  of  those  ^mo- 
narchs  of  the  waste,'  that  still 
people  the  wilds  of  the  American 
continent. 

*^  From  this  hall  ho  was  ushered 
into  a  noble  saloon,  from  which 
the  glorious  landscape  of  the  west 
again  burst  upon  his  view ;  and 
which,  within,  is  hung  thick  around 
with  the  finest  productions  of  the 
pencil — historical  paintings  of  the 
most  striking  subjects  from  all 
countries,  and  all  ages ;  the  por- 
traits of  distinguished  men  and  pa- 
triots, both  of  £ur(^  and  Ameri- 
ca, and  medallions  and  engravings 
ill  endless  profusion. 

^^  While  the  visiter  was  yet  lost  in 
the  contemplation  of  these  trea- 
tmres  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  he 
was  startled  by  the  approach  of  a 
strong  and  sprightly  step,  and  turn- 
ing with  instinctive  reverence  to 
the  door  of  entrance,  he  was  met 
by  the  tall,  and  animated,  and  state- 
ly figure  of  the  patriot  himsdi^— his 
countenance  b^miing  with  intelli- 
gence  and  benignity,  and  his  out- 


stretched hand,  witli  its  strong  and 
cordial  pressure,  confirming  the 
courteous  welcome  of  his  lips. 
And  then  came  that  charm  of  man- 
ner and  conversation  that  passes 
all  description — so  cheerful — so 
unassuming — so  free,  and  easy,  and 
firank,  and  kind,  and  gay — that  even 
the  young,  and  overawed,  and  em- 
barrassed visiter  at  once  forgot  his 
fears,  and  felt  himself  by  the  side 
of  an  old  and  familiar  friend.  There 
was  no  efibrt,  no  ambition  in  the 
conversation  of  the  philosopher. 
It  was  as  simple  and  unpretending 
as  nature  itself.  And  while  in  this 
easy  manner  he  was  pouring  oat 
instruction,  like  light  from  an  in- 
exhaustible solar  fountain,  he  seem- 
ed continually  to  be  asking,  instead 
of  giving  information.  The  visiter 
felt  himself  lifted  by  the  contact, 
into  a  new  and  nobler  region  of 
thought,  and  became  surprised  at 
his  own  buoyancy  and  vigor.  He 
could  not,  indeed,  help  being  as- 
tounded,' now  and  then,  at  those 
transcendant  leaps  of  the  nund, 
which  he  saw  made  without  the 
slightest  exertion,  and  the  ease  with 
wUch  this  wonderfiil  man  played 
with  subjects  which  he  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  considering  among 
the  argumenta  crucU  of  the  int^ 
lect  And  then  there  seemed  to 
be  no  end  to  his  knowledge.  He 
was  a  thorough  master  of  every 
subject  that  was  touched.  From 
the  details  of  the  bumUest  me- 
chanic art,  up  to  the  highest  sum- 
mit of  science,  he  was  perfectly  at 
his  ease,  and,  every  where  at  home. 
There  seemed  to  be  no  long^  any 
terra  incogmia  of  the  human  nn- 
dorstanding:  for,  whfit  the  visiter 
had  thought  so,  he  now  firand  re- 
dnced  to  a  fiuniliAr  gaideo  walk; 
and  all  this  carried  A  ao  lightly^ 
so  playfiilly,  so  gracefidlj^ao  enga- 
gmf^y,  that  he  won  every  heart  that 
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approached  him,  as  certainly  as  he 
astonished  every  mind." 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  in  stature  tall 
and  erect,  and  active  in  his  move- 
ments. He  possessed  a  taste  for 
some  of  the  polite  accomplish- 
ments, particularly  for  music,  and 
in  younger  life  performed  occa- 
sionally on  the  violin.  He  was  an 
elegant  scholar,  an  accomplished 
linguist,  a  proficient  in  several  parts 
of  natural  science,  and  a  great  pa- 
tron of  literary  enterprise.  He 
presided  for  many  years  over  the 
American  Philosophical  society  at 
Philadelphia.  WhUe  president  of 
the  United  States,  he  projected  the 
expedition  of  Lewis  and  Clarke 
across  the  continent,  and  much  of 
the  success  of  that  well  conducted 
expedition  is  due  to  his  counseb. 

The  remarkable  parallel,  which 
may  be  traced  between  the  lives  of 
Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Adams, 
from  their  entrance  on  public  life, 
to  their  departure  firom  this  world, 
makes  it  proper  to  record  the  re- 
newed intercourse  of  their  de- 
clining years.  Their  early  fiiend- 
ship  and  co-operation  in  the  pub- 
lic service,  their  temporary  separa- 
tion, and  subsequent  revived  inti- 
macy, have  been  a  natural  theme 
of  reflection  to  the  numerous  eu- 
logists, that  have  celebrated  their 
lives  and  characters.  It  has  been 
most  beautifully  observed,  ^^that 
the  streams  of  their  lives  were 
united  near  their  sources,  and, 
joined  in  one  current,  had  forced 
their  way  through  mounds  of  earth, 
and  swept  over  appalling  barriers — 
but  at  length  divided  in  their  course 
by  a  rough  island  of  rock,  they 
rushed  by  its  opposing  sides  with 
turbulent  and  emulous  rapidity,  until 
at  last  their  waters  were  commingled 
in  peace,  and  flowed  on  tranquil  and 
majestic  into  the  ocean  of  eternity." 
(Vide,  Mr.  Sprague,  of  Hallowell.) 


It  is  gratifying  to  reflect,  that, 
in  the  most  violent  periods  of  po- 
litical contention,  and  while  Mr. 
Jefierson  and  Mr.  Adams  were  re- 
garded as  the  heads  of  the  two 
great  parties  in  the  country,  and 
were  rival  candidates  for  the  chair " 
of  state,  the  courtesies  of  private 
life  were  not  neglected  between 
them.  The  biographer  of  Mr. 
Pitt  informs  us,  that  for  twentv- 
four  years  that  eminent  statesman 
never  met  Mr.  Fox,  in  a  private 
room.  On  the  very  eve  of  the 
election,  in  1800,  Mr.  Jefferson 
and  Mr.  Adams  were  in  the  ex- 
change of  all  the  oflices  of  social 
life,  and  good  neighborhood.  That 
they  may,  in  moments  of  excite- 
ment, have  felt  and  spoken,  in  re- 
ference to  each  other,  in  the  chv 
racter  of  the  leaders  of  opposite 
parties,  is  matter  of  course.  But 
whatever  estrangement,  at  any  time 
existed,  it  was  transitory  in  its  du- 
ration ;  and  a  correspondence  arose 
between  them,  in  their  latter  yean, 
which,  ^^  if  it  ever  be  given  to  the 
world,"  says  Mr.  Wirt,  ^^  I  speak 
from  knowledge  when  I  say,  will 
be  found  to  be  one  of  the  moist  in- 
teresting and  aflfecting,  the  woiid 
has  ever  seen.  It  resembles,  more 
than  any  one  thing  else,  one  of 
those  conversations  in  the  elysimn 
of  the  ancients,  which  the  shades 
of  the  departed  great  were  sup- 
posed by  them  to  hold.  There 
are  the  same  playful  allusions  to 
the  points  of  difference,  that  had 
divided  their  parties;  the  same 
mutual,  and  light,  and  unimpas- 
sioned  raillery  on  their  own  past 
misconceptions  and  mistakes  ;  the 
same  mutual  and  just  admiration 
and  respect  for  their  many  virtues 
and  services  to  mankind.  That 
correspondence  was  to  them  both, 
one  of  the  meet  genial  employ- 
ments of  t^eir  old  age,  and  it  reads 
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a  lesson  of  wisdom  on  the  bitterness 
of  party  spirit,  by  which  the  wise  and 
the  good  will  not  fail  to  profit." 

If  any  tiling  were  wanting  to 
convince  this  generation  of  the  un. 
utterablc  importance  of  the  Ame- 
rican revolution,  it  would  be  the 
closing  scene  of  the  lives  of  Mr. 
Jeflferson  and  Mr.  Adams.  Pass- 
ing over  the  long  succession  of 
great  and  memorable  scenes,  with 
which  their  after  tives  were  fiUed, 
their  minds,  in  the  very  moments 
of  dissolution,  went  back,  and 
dwelt  on  the  first  struggles  of  Ame- 
rican liberty. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4tli  of 
July,  Mr.  Adams,  then  evidently 
near  his  death,  awoke  at  the  ring- 
ing of  bells,  and  the  firing  of  can- 
non. The  servant  who  watched 
with  him,  asked  him,  if  he  knew 
what  day  it  was?  "O  yes,"  he 
replied,  ^^  it  is  the  glorious  4th  of  July 
—-God  bless  it,  God  bless  you  all." 

In  the  forenoon,  the  orator  of 
the  day,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Whitney, 
the  parish  minister  of  Mr.  Adams, 
called  to  see  him,  and  found  him 
seated  in  an  arm  chair.  In  the 
course  of  the  interview,  Mr.  Whit- 
ney asked  him  for  a  sentiment,  to 
be  given  at  the  public  table.  He 
replied,  ^^  I  will  give  you,  indepen- 
dence for  ever !"  After  a  few  mo- 
ments had  elqwed,  a  lady  asked 
him,  if  he  wished  to'add  any  thing 
to  the  toast  ?  and  he  said  *^  not  a 
syllable."  This  passed  an  hour  or 
too,  only,  l>efore  be  breathed  his 
last.  In  the  course  of  the  day,  he 
said,  ^^  it  is  a  great  and  a  good  day." 
That  his  thoughts  were  dwelling  on 
the  scene  of  1776,  is  evident  from 
the  last  words  which  he  uttered, 
^  Jefierson  survives,"*  which  were 


spoken  about  the  time  tliat  Jefier- 
son expired. 

In  hke  manner,  Mr.  Jc^crson, 
in  the  short  intervals  of  delirium 
which  occurred  in  his  last  hours^ 
seemed  to  dwell  exclusively  on  the 
events  of  the  revolution.  He  talk- 
ed in  broken  sentences  of  the  com- 
mittee of  safety.  One  of  his  ex- 
clamations was,  ^^  Warn  the  com- 
mittee to  be  on  their  guard  ;"  and 
he  instantly  rose  in  his  bed,  with 
the  help  of  his  attendants,  and 
went  through  the  act  of  writing  a 
hurried  note.  But  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  time,  during  the  last 
days  of  his  life,  he  was  blessed 
with  the  enjoyment  of  his  reason. 
The  only  anxious  wish  he  uttered 
for  himself  was,  that  be  might  hve 
to  breathe  the  air  of  the  fiftieth  an- 
niversary of  independence.  When 
that  day  arrived,  he  was  repeatedly 
heard  to  murmur,  mmc  dwdttU 
Domme^  Lord,  now  lettest  thou  thy 
servant  depart  in  peace ! 

When,since  the  death  of  Socrates, 
can  any  thing  be  found,  that  will 
bear  a  comparison  with  the  death- 
bed scene  of  these  two  great  men? 

One  circumstance  only  remains 
to  be  noticed  in  the  biography  of 
Mr.  Jefferson.  In  a  private  me- 
morandum, found  among  some 
other  obituary  papers  and  relics  of 
Mr.  Jeflferson,  is  a  suggestion,  in 
case  a  monument  to  ina  memory 
should  ever  be  proposed,  that  it 
should  be  a  granite  obeliak,  of 
small  dimensions,  with  the  follow- 
ing inscription :— • 

^^  Here  lies  buiiedThomaB  Jefier- 
son, author  of  the  Dedantion  of  In- 
depeddence ;  of  the  StaCntM  <^  Vir- 
ginia, for  ReUgious  Fr^dom ;  and 
Father  of theUnivcrsity  of^rginia.'' 


*  Jud^  CrancVs  Memoir  on  the  life,  character,  and  writinga  of  Jehu  Adamii  p> 

57,  38. 
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ERRATA. 

Pago    6,  line  25,  for  ^  toleration,*  read  ^  thraldom. ' 
"       49,    '^    24,  for  '  were,'  read  *  was.' 
•fc       87,    "    27,  before  'compelled,'  insert  Miimself.' 

*'  109,    "    15,  before  '  used,'  insert  *  not.' 

'*  153,    "    11,  before  the  word '  world,'  insert '  new/ 

"  168,    "      5,  for  '  St.' read  '  S.' 

"  1 87,  running  title,  for '  Bolivia,'  read '  Peru.' 

*'■  188,      do       do  for 'Bolivia,' read 'Colombia,' to  end  of  chapter. 

"  195,  line    7,  for  '  decisions,'  read  '  divisions." 

"  195,    "    14,  for  '  one,'  read  '  we.' 

"  210,    "    10,  dele  '  that.' 

"  215,    "      8,  from  bottom,  for  'effecting,'  read  '  affectinir.' 

"  254,  last  line,  before  '  to,'  insert '  each.' 

"  263,  for  chapter  '  XI,'  read  '  XIV.' 

••  357.  line  19.  for  '  Morris,'  read  '  Morrow.' 
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